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R      E      P      O      R 


FROM   THE 


SELECT    COMMITTEE 


ON    THE 


HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY; 


TOGETHER  WITH  THE 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE, 


MINUTES     OF    EVIDENCE, 


APPENDIX  AND  INDEX. 


Ordered,  by  The  House  of  Comaions,  to  he  Printed, 
31  Juli/  and  11  August  1857. 


t.v. 


Jovis,  5°  die  Februarii,  1857- 

Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  "to  consider  the  State  of  those  British 
Possessions  in  North  America  which  are  under  the  Administration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  or  over  which  they  possess  a  License  to  Trade." 


Veneris,  13°  die  Februarii,  1857. 

Ordered,   That  such  Committee  do  consist  of  Nineteen  Members. 

Committee  nominated  accordingly,  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Labouchere.'  Mr.  Grogan 

Sir  John  Pakington.  Mr.  Kinnaird 

Lord  John  Russell.  Mr.  Gregson 

Mr.  Gladstone.  Mr.  Blackburn. 

Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Edward  EUice. 
Mr.  Adderley. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Viscount  Sandon. 


Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam. 

Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

Mr.  Percy  Herbert. 

Mr.  Bell. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers,  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 

Lunm,  9°  die  Mar  Hi,  1857. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  Report  the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken 
before  them  to  The  House. 


SECOND    SESSION,     1857- 
Veneris,  8°  die  Maii,  1857- 


Ordered,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed  "  to  consider  the  State  of  those  British 
Possessions  in  North  America  which  are  under  the  Administration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  or  over  which  they  possess  a  License  to  Trade." 


Martis,  12°  die  Maii,  1857. 


Ordered,  That  the  Committee  do  consist  of  Nineteen  Members. 
Committee  nominated  accordingly : — 


Sir-  John  Pakington. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Lowe. 


Mr.  Secretary  Labouchere. 

Lord  John  Russell. 

Lord  Stanley. 

Mr.  Edward  EUice. 

Viscount  Sandon. 

Mr   Kinnaird. 

Mr.  Blackburn. 

Mr.  Alexander  Matheson. 

Mr.  Percy  Herbert. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  send  for  Persons,  Papers,  and  Records. 
Ordered,  That  Five  be  the  Quorum  of  the  Committee. 


Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Gregson. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

Viscount  Goderich. 


Mercurii,  X^"  die  Maii,  1857. 


Ordered,  That  Mr.  Christy  be  added  to  the  Committee. 


Veneris,  31°  die  Julii,  1857- 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  have  power  to  Report  their   Observations,  together  with 
the  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  them,  to  The  House. 

REPORT     -  -  -         

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 

MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  .        -        .        . 

APPENDIX        -  -        -  

INDEX       -  -        -  
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REPORT. 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  appointed  to  consider  the  State  of  those 
British  Possessions  in  North  America  which  are  under  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  over  which  they  possess 
a  License  to  Trade,  and  who  were  empowered  to  Report  their  Obser- 
vations, together  with  the  INJinutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  them, 

to  The  House : Have  considered  the  Matters  to  them  referred,  and 

have  agreed  to  the  following  REPORT  : — 

L  THE  near  approach  of  the  period  when  the  hcense  of  exclusive  trade 
granted  in  1838  for  21  years,  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  that  north- 
western portion  of  British  America  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory, must  expire,  would  alone  make  it  necessary  that  the  condition  of  the 
whole  of  the  vast  regions  which  are  under  the  administration  of  the  Company 
should  be  carefully  considered ;  but  there  are  other  circumstances  which,  in 
the  opinion  of  Your  Committee,  would  have  rendered  such  a  course  the  duty  of 
the  Parliament  and  Government  of  this  country. 

2.  iVmong  these,  Your  Committee  would  specially  enumerate, — the  growing 
desire  of  our  Canadian  fellow-subjects  that  the  means  of  extension  and  regular 
settlement  should  be  aflForded  to  them  over  a  portion  of  this  territory ;  the 
necessity  of  providing  suitably  for  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Van- 
couver's Island,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  settlement  which  has  been 
formed  on  the  Red  River. 

3.  Your  Committee  have  received  much  valuable  evidence  on  these  and  other 
subjects  conTiected  with  the  inquiry  which  has  been  entrusted  to  them,  and 
especially  have  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  the  statements  of  Chief  Justice 
Draper,  who  was  commissioned  by  the  Government  of  Canada  to  watch  this 
inquiry.  In  addition  to  this,  Your  Committee  have  received  the  evidence  taken 
before  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  appointed  to  investigate  this 
subject,  containing  much  valuable  information  in  reference  to  the  interests  and 
feelings  of  that  important  Colony,  which  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  weight  on 
this  occasion. 

4.  \'our  Committee  have  also  had  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
communicated  to  them  on  various  points  connected  with  the  charter  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5.  '^Ihe  territory  over  which  the  Company  now  exercise  rights  is  of  three 
descriptions : — 

1st.  The  land  held  by  charter,  or  Rupert's  Land. 

2d.  The  land  held  by  license,  or  the  Indian  Territory. 

3d.  Vancouver's  Island. 

6.  For  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  these  countries  are  severally  con- 
nected with  the  Company,  Your  Committee  would  refer  to  the  evidence  they 
have  received  and  the  documents  appended  to  their  Report. 

7.  Among  the  various  objects  of  imperial  policy  which  it  is  important  to 
attain,  Your  Committee  consider  that  it  is  essential  to  meet  the  just  and 
reasonable  wishes  of  Canada  to  be  enabled  to  annex  to  her  territory  such 
Dortion  of  ihe  land  in  her  neighbourhood  as  may  be   available  to  her  for  the 
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purposes  of  settlement,  with  which  lands  she  is  willing  to  open  and  mainta.in 
communications,  and  for  which  she  will  provide  the  means  of  local  adminis- 
tration. Your  Committee  apprehend  that  the  districts  on  the  Red  River  and 
the  Saskatchewan  are  among  those  likel}'-  to  be  desired  for  early  occupation. 
It  is  of  great  importance  that  the  peace  and  good  order  of  those  districts  should 
be  effectually  secured.  Your  Committee  trust  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty 
in  effecting  arrangements  as  between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  by  which  these  districts  may  be  ceded  to  Canada  on 
equitable  principles,  and  within  the  districts  thus  annexed  to  her  the  authority 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  of  course  entirely  cease. 

8.  Your  Committee  think  it  best  to  content  themselves  with  indicating  the 
outlines  of  such  a  scheme,  leaving  it  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  con- 
sider its  details  more  maturely  before  the  Act  of  Parliament  is  prepared, 
which  will  probably  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

9.  In  case,  however,  Canada  should  not  be  willing  at  a  very  early  period  to 
undertake  the  government  of  the  Red  River  District,  it  may  be  proper  to  con- 
sider whether  some  temporary  provision  for  its  administration  may  not  be 
advisable. 

10.  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  proper  to  terminate  the  con- 
nexion of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  Vancouver's  Island  as  soon  as  it  can 
conveniently  be  done,  as  the  best  means  of  favouring  the  development  of  the 
great  natural  advantages  of  that  important  colony.  Means  should  also  be 
provided  for  the  ultimate  extension  of  the  colony  over  any  portion  of  the  adjoin- 
ing continent,  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  on  which  permanent 
settlement  may  be  found  practicable. 

11.  As  to  those  extensive  regions,  whether  in  Rupert's  Land  or  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  in  which,  for  the  present  at  least,  there  can  be  no  prospect  of  per- 
manent settlement,  to  any  extent,  by  the  European  race  for  the  purposes  of 
colonisation,  the  opinion  at  which  Your  Committee  have  arrived  is  mainly 
founded  on  the  following  considerations  :  1°.  The  great  importance  to  the  more 
peopled  portions  of  British  North  America  that  law  and  order  should,  as  far  as 
possible,  be  maintained  in  these  territories  ;  2°.  The  fatal  effects  which  they 
believe  would  infallibly  result  to  the  Indian  population  from  a  system  of  open 
competition  in  the  fur  trade,  and  the  consequent  introduction  of  spirits  in  a 
far  greater  degree  than  is  the  case  at  present ;  and  3°.  The  probability  of  the 
indiscriminate  destruction  of  the  more  valuable  fur-bearing  animals  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years. 

12.  For  these  reasons  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  whatever  may  be 
the  validity  or  otherwise  of  the  rights  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
under  the  Charter,  it  is  desirable  that  they  should  continue  to  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  exclusive  trade,  which  they  now  possess,  except  so  far  as  those 
privileges  are  limited  by  the  foregoing  recommendations. 

13.  Your  Committee  have  now  specified  the  principal  objects  which  they  think 
it  would  be  desirable  to  attain.  How  far  the  chartered  rights  claimed  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  may  prove  an  obstacle  to  their  attainment,  they  are 
not  able,  with  any  certainty,  to  say.  If  this  difficulty  is  to  be  solved  by  amicable 
adjustment,  such  a  course  will  be  best  promoted  by  the  Government,  after 
communication  with  the  Company,  as  well  as  with  the  Government  of  Canada, 
rather  than  by  detailed  suggestions  emanating  from  this  Committee. 

14.  Your  Committee  cannot  doubt  but  that,  when  such  grave  interests  are  at 
stake,  all  the  parties  concerned  will  approach  the  subject  in  a  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion and  justice,  and  they  therefore  indulge  a  confident  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  enabled,  in  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  to  present  a  Bill  which 
shall  lay  the  foundation  of  an  equitable  and  satisfactory  arrangement,  in  the 
event,  which  we  consider  probable,  of  legislation  being  found  necessary  for  that 
purpose. 

31  July  1857. 
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PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE    COMMITTEE. 


■Mercurii,  18"  die  Februarii,  1857, 


MEMBERS  PRESENT : 


Mr.  Labouchere. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  E.  Ellice. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 


Mr.  Gordon. 

Viscount  Sandon. 

Mr.  Blackburn.    . 

Mr,  Lowe, 

Mr.  Bell. 

Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  Gladstone, 


Mr.  Labouchere  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

The  Committee  deliberated  on  the  course  of  proceeding. 


[Adjourned. 


Veneris,  20°  die  Februarii,  1857. 


iERS  phesent: 

rCHEKE  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  C.  Fitzwilliam, 

Mr.  Roebuek. 

Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  Adderley. 

Mr.  Lowe. 

Mr.  Gladstone. 

Mr.  Bell. 

Mr.  Blackburn. 

Mr.  Kinnaird. 

Lord  Sandon. 

Sir  John  Pakington. 

Lord  Stanley. 

Mr,  Grogan. 

Mr.  Gurney. 

Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Percy  Herbert. 

Mr.  E.  Ellice. 

The  Committee  examined  the  Honourable  John  Boss,  of  Canada. 

[Adjourned  to  Monday,  at  Twelve. 


Luna,  23°  die  Februarii,  1857, 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 

Mr,  Labouchere  in  the  Chair, 


Colonel  Herbert, 
Mr.  Bell. 
Mr.  Grogap. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Lord  Jrtanley. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Mr,  E.  Ellice. 
Mr.  Gregson. 


The  Committee  examined  Colonel  Lefroy,  Dr,  Rae. 


Viscount  Sandon. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Adderley. 
Mr.  Gordon. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  Twelve. 
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PEOCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


Jovis,  26°  die  Februarii,  1 857. 


MEMBERS   PRESENT 


Mr.  Laboucheee  In  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Adderley. 
Mr.  Bell. 
Mr.  Grogan. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Ml-,  E.  EUice. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


The  Committee  examined  Sir  George  Simpson. 


Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Gordon. 
Viscount  Sandon. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr,  Roebuck. 


[Adjourned  to  Monday,  at  Twelve. 


Lunce,  2°  die  Martii,  1857. 


MEMBERS   PRESENT: 


Mr.  Labouchere  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Bell. 
Mr.  Grogan. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Gordon. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  E.  EUice. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Lord  John  Russell 
Mr.  Adderley. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  FitzwilKam. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 


The  Committee  continued  the   examination  of  Sir  George  Simpson,  and  examined  Mr. 
Kernaqhan. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  Twelve. 


Jovis,  5°  die  Martii,  1857. 


members  present  : 


Mr.  Labouchere  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  E.  Ellice. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Mr,  Gordon. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Grogan. 


Mr.  BeU. 
Mr.  Adderley. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 


The  Committee  examined  Mr.  Kernaghan ;  Mr.  Fitzwilliam,  a  Member  of  the  Committee : 
Mr.  Isbister,  and  the  Rev.  G.  0.  Corbett. 

[Adjourned  to  Monday,  at  Twelve. 
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vu 


LuncB,  9"  die  Martii,  1857. 


MEMBEEa  PBE8ENT : 


Mr.  Labouchebe  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  BeU; 
Mr.  Grogan.   . 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  EUice. 


Colonel  Percy  Herbert. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Gordon. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Lord  John  Russell, 


The  Committee  deliberated  on  their  course  of  proceeding,  and, 

Besolved,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  to  The  House  the  Evidence  taken  up  to  this 
day,  inclusiTe." 

The  Committee  examined  the  Rev.  G.  0.  Corbett  and  Sir  John  Richardson. 

To  report. 


SECOND    SESSION,    1857. 


Veneris,  15<>  die  Mali,  1857. 


MEMBERS   FBESENT: 


Mr.  Labouchere. 
Mr.  E.  EUice. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 
Lord  Goderioh. 

Mr.  Labouchere  was  called  to  the  chair. 


Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Matheson. 

Mr.  Christy. 

Sir  John  Pakington. 

Lord  Stanley. 

Mr.  Gurney. 


[Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  at  Twelve. 


Martis,  19'  die  Mail,  1857. 

MEMBERS  PBESENT  : 

Mr.  Lowe  in  the  Chair. 


Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  EUice. 


Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 


The  Committee  examined  Colonel  Crofton  and  Sir  George  Back. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  Two. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


Jovis,  21°  die  Mali,  1857. 


MEMBERS   PRESENT: 

Mr.  Labouchere  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Grogan. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Mr.  Ellice. 

The  Committee  examined  Mr.  Cooper. 


Lord  Stanley. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Lord  Goderich. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Gregson. 


[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  28th  May,  at  Twelve. 


Jovis,  28°  die  Mail,  1857. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 

Mr.  Labouchere  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Grogan. 

Sir  John  Pakington. 

Mr.  Lowe. 

Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  Gladstone. 

Mr.  Kinnaird. 

Mr.  Ellice. 


Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Mr.  Matheson. 


The  Committee  examined  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Draper. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  4th  June,  at  One. 


Jovis,  4°  die  Junii,  1857. 


MEMBERS   PRESENT  *. 

Mr.  Labouchere  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Grogan. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Viscount  Goderich. 
Mr.  Christy. 


Mr.  Gregson. 

Mr.  Ellice. 

Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  Roebuck. 

Sir  John  Pakington. 

jMr.  Lowe. 

Lord  Stanley. 


The  Committee  examined  Mr,  Chief  Justice  Draper,  The  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land,  and 
Mr.  Maynard. 


[Adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  at  Twelve. 
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Martis,  9°  die  Junii,  1857. 


MEMBEBS   PEE8ENT: 

Mr.  Labouchebe  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Grogan.  . 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Lord  Stanley. 
Lord  Sandon. 


Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Ellice. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


The  Committee  examined  Mr.  Roche,  Captain  Herd,  and  Mr.  Miles. 

[Adjourned  to  Thursday,  at  TwelvCv 


Jovis,  W"  die  Junii,  1857. 


membebs  peesent: 
Mr.  Laboucheee  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Eoebuck. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Mr.  Grogan. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Matheson, 
Mr.  Eonnaird. 
Mr.  Lowe. 


The  Committee  examined  Mr.  M'Laughlin. 


Mr.  I  Blackburn. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Lord  Goderich. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Ellice. 


[Adjourned  to  Monday,  at  Twelve.. 


Lunee,  15'  die  Junii,  1857. 


MEMBEBS   PEESENT: 

Mr.  Laboucheee  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Grogan. 
Mr.  MatSeson. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Mr,  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Boebuck. 


Lord  Goderich. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Ellice. 
Lord  Sandon. 


The  Committee  examined  Mr.  Blanshard,  Colonel  Coldwell,  and  Dr.  King. 

[Adjourned  to  Tuesday,  the  23d  instant,  at  Twelve 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


Martis,  23°  die  Junii,  1857. 


MEMBERS  PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Laboucheee  in  the  Chair. 


Lord  John  Kusaell. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Ellice. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Mr.  Grogan. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Gregson. 


The  Committee  examined  Mr.  Tennant,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice,  a  Member  of  the  House, 
and  Mr.  IsMster. 

[Adjourned  to  Monday,  20th  of  July,  at  Twelve. 


LuncB,  20°  die  Julii,  1857. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT: 


Mr.  Laboucheee  in  the  Chair. 


Lord  Goderich. 

Mr.  Gregson. 

Lord  Sandon. 

Colonel  Percy  Herbert. 

Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 

Lord  Stanley. 

Mr.  Kinnaird. 

Mr.  Lowe. 

The  Committee  deliberated. 

A  Draft  of  Report  was  laid  upon  the  table  by  the  Chairman. 

Draft  Resolutions  were  also  laid  upon  the  table  by  Mr.  Gladstone. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  printed. 

[Adjourned  to  Friday,  at  One. 


Lord  John  R,ussell. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  E.  Ellice. 
]\Ir.  Grogan. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 


Veneris,  24°  die  Julii,  1857. 


MEMBERS    present; 


Mr.  Labouchere  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Lord  John  Russell. 

The  Committee  deliberated. 


Sir  John  Pakington. 

Mr.  Lowe. 

Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 

Mr.  Gladstone. 

Lord  Goderich. 

Mr.  Kinnaird. 

Colonel  Percy  Herbert. 


Draft  Report  proposed  by  the  Chairman  read  1°,  as  follows: — 

"  The  near  approach  of  the  period  when  the  license  of  exclusive  trade,  granted  in  1838 
for  21  years,  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  that  north-western  portion  of  British 
America  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Indian  territory,  must  expire,  would  alone  make  it 

necessary 
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necessary  that  the  condition  of  the  whole  of  the  vast  regions  which  are  under  the  adminis- 
tralaon  of  the  Company  should  be  carefully  considered;  but  there  are  other  circumstances 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  Your  Committee,  would  have  rendered  such  a  course  th«  duty 
of  the  Parliament  and  Government  of  this  country. 

"  Among  these.  Your  Committee  would  specially  enumerate, — the  growing  desire  of  our 
Canadian  fellow-subjects  that  the  means  of  extension  and  regular  settlement  should  be 
aiforded  to  them  over  a  portion  of  this  territory ;  the  necessity  of  providing  suitably  for  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  Vancouver's  Island,  and  the  present  condition  of  the  settle- 
ment which  has  been  formed  on  the  Red  River.  , 

"  Your  Committee  have  received  much  valuable  evidence  on  these  and  other  subjects 
connected  with  the  inquity  which  has  been  entrusted  to  them,  and  especially  have  had  the 
advantage  of  hearing  the  statements  of  Chief  Justice  Draper,  who  was  commissioned  by  the 
Province  of  Canada  to  attend  the  Committee  on  behalf  of  that  imporfemt  colbny,  whose 
interests  ands  feelings  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  weight  on  this  occasion. 

"  Your  Committee  have  also  had  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  communi- 
cated to  them  on  various  points  connected  with  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

"  The  territory  over  which  the  Company  now  exercise  rights  m  of  three  descriptions :  — 
1st.  The  land  held  by  charter,  or  Eupert's  Land. 
2d.  The  land  held  by  license,  or  the  Indian  Territory. 
3d.  Vancouver's  Island. 

"  For  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  these  countries  are  severally  connected  with  the 
Company,  Your  Committee  would  refer  to  the  evidence  they  have  received  and  the  docu- 
ments appended  to  their  Report. 

"  With  regard  to  Rupert's  Land,  which  is  held  by  charter,  it  might  be  very  desirable  to 
ascertain  precisely  what  is  the  force  of  the  powers  claimed  and  exercisedl  under  it,  and  of 
the  extent  of  the  country  over  which  those  powers  exist.  But  from  the  experience  of  a 
long  series  of  years,  during  which  there  has  been,  from  time  to  time,  much  controversy  on 
these  questions,  as  well  as  ftom  the  tenor  ©f  the  opinions  which  they  have  received  from 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  Your  Committee  are  apprehensive  that  there  may  be  great 
difficulty  and  delay  in  arriving,  by  the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  at  any  certain  conclusions 
upon  them. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  prompt  measures  are  very  desirable ;  and  Your  Committee  hope 
that  it  may  be  found  practicable  to  effect  such  arrangements  as  are  required  for  the  satisfac- 
tion and  benefit  of  those  concerned,  without  waiting  for  the  result  of  proceedings  of  so 
doubtful  and  dilatory  a  character  as  may  appertain  to  the  complete  investigation  of  this 
ancient  charter. 

"The  law  officers,  however,  suggest  a  course  by  which,  with  the  united  consent  of 
Canada  and  the  Company,  the  question  of  the  actual  boundary,  which  appears  at  present 
to  be  in  a  state  of  uncertainty  in  some  respects,  may  be  determined  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council;  and  Your  Committee  have 
been  assured  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  a  letter  which  is  appended  to  this  Report, 
that  they  are  willing  to  accede  to  this  proposal.  In  the  event  of  this  course  being  adopted, 
it  is  impossible  for  Your  Committee  now  to  form  an  opinion  how  far  the  award  given  by 
the  Judicial  Committee  may  modify  the  recommendations  which  it  will  subsequently  be 
the  duty  of  Your  Committee  to  make,  by  circumscribing  the  extent  of  country  to  which 
those  recommendations  may  apply. 

"  Your  Committee  entertain  the  strongest  conviction  that  the  Crown  and  people  of  this 
country  can  have  no  other  interest  in  the  territory  now  administered  by  the  Company, 
except  that  it  should  be  dealt  with  in  whatever  manner  is  most  conducive  to  the  prosperity 
and  contentment  of  our  North  American  fellow-subjects ;  and  especially  in  the  mode 
which  is  best  calculated  to  add  to  the  strength  of  the  great  colony  of  Canada.  It  is  on 
these  principles  alone  that  the  recommendations  of  Your  Committee  will  be  founded,  so  far 
as  is  consistent  with  equity  and  good  faith. 

"  In  the  first  place,  therefore.  Your  Committee  consider  that  it  is  essential  to  meet 
folly  the  just  and  reasonable  wishes  of  Canada  to  be  enabled  to  annex  to  her  territory  any 
'  portion  of  the  land  in  her  neighbourhood  which  can  be  made  available  to  her  for  the  pur- 
poses of  settlement,  with  which  she  is  willing  to  open  and  maintain  communications,  and 
for  which  she  will  provide  the  means  of  local  administration.  Your  Committee  apprehend 
that  the  districts  on  the  Red  River  and  the  Saskatchewan  are  the  most  likely  to  be  desired 
by  Canada  for  early  occupation.  It  is  also  of  great  importance  that  the  peace  and  good 
order  of  those  districts  should  be  effectually  secured.  We  believe  that  some  simple  machinery 
could  be  devised,  by  the  aid  of  which  these  districts  could  be  ceded  to  Canada,  and  a  con- 
venient boundary  line  laid  down,  upon  substantial  proof  being  given  of  her  willingness  and 
ability  to  administer  them. 

"  In  like  manner  the  boundary  of  the  colony  in  other  directions  might  be_  thrown  back, 
wherever  by  so  doing  any  purpose  useful  to  Canada  could  be  obtained ;  within  the  districts 
thus  annexed  to  her  the  authority  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  of  course  entirely 
cease.  ,^  "■' 
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"  Your  Committee  think  it  best  to  content  themselves  with  indicating  the  outlines  of  such 
a  scheme,  leaving  it  to  the  Government  to  consider  its  details  more  maturely  before  the 
Act  of  Parliament  is  prepared,  which  will  probably  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

"  In  case,  however,  Canada  should  not  be  willing  at  a  very  early  period  td  undertake  the 
government  of  the  Red  River  District,  it  may  be  proper  to  consider  whether  some  tempo- 
rary provision  for  its  administration  may  not  be  advisable. 

"  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  proper  to  terminate  the  connexion  of  the 
Company  with  Vancouver's  Island  as  soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done,  as  the  best  means 
of  favouring  the  development  of  the  great  natural  advantages  of  that  important  island. 
Means  should  also  be  provided  for  the  extension  of  the  colony  over  every  portion  of  the 
adjoining  continent  on  which  permanent  settlement  may  be  found  practicable  to  the  west  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains. 

"As  to  those  extensive  regions,  whether  in  Rupert's  Land  or  in- the  Indian  Territory,  in 
which,  for  the  present  at  least,  there  can  be  no  prospect  of  permanent  settlement  by  the 
European  race  for  any  purpose  except  that  of  the  fur  trade,  the_  opinion  at  which  Your 
Committee  have  arrived  is  mainly  founded  on  the  following  considerations :  1°.  The  great 
importance  to  the  more  peopled  portions  of  British  North  America  that  law  and  order 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  mainteined  there  ;  2°.  The  fatal  effects  which  they  believe 
would  infallibly  result  to  the  Indian  population  if  a  system  of  open  competition  in  the  fur 
trade,  and  the  consequent  introduction  of  spirits  in  a  far  greater  degree  than  is  the  case 
at  present ;  and  3".  The  probability  of  the  indiscriminate  destruction  of  the  fur-bearing 
animals  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

"  For  these  reasops,  Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  privilege  of  exclusive 
trade  should  be  continued  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  a  term  of  years,  without, 
however,  thereby  giving  to  the  chartered  rights  thus  claimed  by  the  Company  any  further 
sanction  or  validity  than  what  they  may  already  possess.  Your  Committee  consider  that 
it  would  be  of  the  utmost  consequence  that  the  best  understanding  should  be  cultivated 
between  the  local  Government  of  Canada  and  the  Company,  which,  indeed,  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt  has  generally  existed  between  them  up  to  a  very  recent  period. 

"  Your  Committee  have  now  specified  the  principal  objects  which  they  think  it  would  be 
desirable  to  attain.  How  far  the  chartered  rights  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
may  prove  an  obstacle  to  their  attainment,  they  are  not  able,  with  any  certainty,  to  say. 
If  this  difficulty  is  to  be  solved  by  amicable  adjustment,  such  a  course  will  be  best 
promoted  by  the  Government,  after  communication  with  the  Company,  as  well  as  with 
the  Government  of  Canada,  rather  than  by  detailed  suggestions  emanating  from  this 
Committee. 

"  Your  Commitee  cannot  doubt  but  that,  when  such  grave  interests  are  at  stake,  all  the 
parties  concerned  will  approach  the  subject  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  justice,  and  they 
therefore  indulge  a  confident  hope  that  the  Government  will  be  enabled,  in  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament,  to  present  a  Bill  which  shall  lay  the  foundation  of  an  equitable  and 
satisfactory  arrangement,  in  the  event,  which  we  consider  probable,  of  legislation  being 
found  necessary  for  that  purpose." 

Draft  Report,  proposed  by  Mr.  Christy,  read  1°,  as  follows  : — 

"  1.  The  near  approach  of  the  period  when  the  license  of  exclusive  trade,  granted  in 
1838  for  21  years  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  over  that  North- Western  poi^tion  of 
British  America  which  goes  by  the  name  of  the  Indian  Territory,  must  expire,  would  alone 
make  it  necessary  that  ihe  condition  of  the  whole  of  the  vast  regions  which  are  under  the 
administration  of  the  Company  should  be  carefully  considered  ;  but  there  are  other  circum- 
stances which,  in  the  opinion  of  Your  Committee,  would  have  rendered  such  a  course  the 
duty  of  the  Parliament  and  Government  of  this  country. 

"  2.  Among  these.  Your  Committee  would  especially  enumerate  the  growing  desire  of 
our  Canadian  fellow- subjects,  that  the  means  of  extension  and  regular  settlement  shoidd  be 
afforded  to  them  over  a  portion  of  this  territory  ;  the  necessity  of  providing  suitably  for  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  Vancouver's  Island,  and  the  present  condition  of  the 
settlement  which  has  been  formed  on  the  Red  River. 

"  3.  Your  Committee  have  obtained  much  valuable  evidence  on  these  and  other  subjects 
■connected  with  the  inquiry  which  has  been  entrusted  to  them  ;  and  have  had,  the  advan- 
tage of  hearing  the  statements  of  Chief  Justice  Draper,  who  was  commissioned  by  the 
Government  of  Canada  to  watch  this  inquiry.  In  addition  to  this,  Your  Committee  have 
received  the  evidence  taken  before  a  Committee  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  appointed  to 
investigate  this  subject,  containing  much  valuable  information  in  reference  to  the  interests 
and  feelings  of  that  important  colony,  which  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  weight  on  this 
occasion. 

"  4.  Your  Committee  have  also  had  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  com- 
municated to  them  on  various  points  connected  with  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company. 

"5.  The 


ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.  xiil 

"  5.  The  territory  over  which  the  Company  now  exercise  rights  is  of  three  descrip- 
tions,— 

1st.  The  land  held  by  charter,  or  Rupert's  Land. 

2d.    The  land  held  by  license,  or  the  Indian  Territory. 

3d.   Vancouver's  Island. 

"  6.  For  the  nature  of  the  tenure  by  which  these  countries  are  severally  connected  with 
the  Company,  Your  Committee  would  refer  to  the  evidence  they  have  received,  and  the 
documents  appended  to  their  Report. 

"  7.  With  regard  to  Rupert's  Land,  which  is  held  by  charter,  it  appears  to  Your  Com- 
mittee very  desirable  to  ascertain  precisely  the  character  and  legality  of  the  powers  claimed 
and  exercised  under  it,  and  the  extent  of  the  country  over  which  these  powers  are  in  force. 

"  8.  Numerous  allegations  and  much  controversy  on  these  questions  have  created  a 
serious  evil,  arising  from  the  impression,  both  in  Canada  and  in  the  countries  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  charter  itself,  that  many  of  its  provisions,  if  not  altogether  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  England,  are  of  doubtful  authority. 

"  9.  The  prevalence  of  such  impressions,  whether  well  founded  or  otherwise,  cannot  but 
be  prejudicial  not  only  to  the  authority  of  the  Company,  but  to  the  peaceable  and  orderly 
government  of  those  living  under  them ;  and  it  appears  to  Your  Committee  necessary  for 
■the  satisfaction  and  benefit  of  those  concerned,  that  the  question  of  the  validity  of  powers 
so  anomalous  and  extensive,  should  be  set  at  rest  by  the  instrumentality  of  a  competent 
lesal  tribunal. 


"o 


"  10.  It  has,  however,  been  strongly  urged  upon  Your  Committee,  in  the  course  of  their 
inquiry,  that  the  question  of  the  boundaries  between  Canada  and  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territories  is  of  the  most  pressing  importance  at  this  moment,  and  one  that  should  be 
determined  as  speedily  as  possible ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  in  bringing  this  to  a  practical 
decision,  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  charter  presents  itself  as  the  first  to  be  ascer- 
tained. The  definition  of  the  limits  of  Canada  must  necessarily  follow  on  the  determina- 
tion of  what  is,  or  is  not,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

"11.  Pending  such  an  investigation,  which  Your  Committee  consider  to  be  the  first  and 
indispensable  step  to  any  final  arrangement,  they  forbear  to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the 
■course  which  should  be  ultimately  pursued  ;  but,  adverting  to  the  willingness  expressed  by 
the  Company 'to  meet  the  desire  of  the  Canadian  people  to  obtain  land  fit  for  cultivation, 
and  the  establishment  of  agricultural  settlers.  Your  Committee  think  it  right  to  express 
their  opinion  that,  in  any  event,  the  country  capable  of  settlement  should  be  withdrawn 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  whose  objects  and  interests  are 
admitted  to  be  opposed  to  colonisation. 

"  12.  Your  Committee  believe  that  the  districts  on  the  Red  River,  Saskatchewan,  and 
the  Mackenzie,  hold  out  inducements  to  enterprising  individuals,  from  Canada  and  from 
this  country,  for  their  early  occupation,  which  ought,  by  every  legitimate  means,  to  be 
encouraged.  The  rapid  extension  of  settlement  which  had  been  going  on  in  so  remarkable 
a  manner  to  the  south  of  the  American  boundary  line,  renders  it  a  matter  of  great  import- 
ance to  establish  within  our  own  territory  a  counterpoise  favourable  to  British  interests, 
■and  modeled  upon  British. institutions. 

"  13.  Your  Committee  would  suggest  that  it  be  referred  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  consider,  after  conference  with  Canada  and  the  Company,  the  best  means  for  drawing 
the  line  between  those  portions  of  the  country  which  are  or  are  not  adapted  for  settlement ; 
and  how  the  territory  susceptible  of  colonisation,  and  detached  accordingly  from  the 
-Company's  jurisdiction,  should  be  settled  and  governed  under  free  institutions.  We 
believe  that  some  simple  and  inexpensive  machinery  could  be  devised,  by  the  aid  of  which 
those  districts,  whether  ceded  to  Canada  or  erected  into  a  separate  colony,  could  be  effec- 
tively administered. 

"  14.  Your  Committee  think  it  best  to  content  themselves  with  indicating  the  outlines  of 
such  a  scheme,  leaving  it  to  the  Government  to  consider  its  details  more  maturely,  before 
the  Bill  is  prepared  which  will  be  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

"  15.  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  terminate  the  connexion 
of  the  Company  with  Vancouver's  Island,  as  soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done,  as  the 
best  means  of  favouring  the  development  of  the  great  natural  advantages  of  that  important 
island. 

"  16.  Means  should  also  be  provided  for  the  extension  of  the  colony  over  every  portion 
of  the  adjoining  continent  on  which  permanent  settlement  may  be  found  practicable,  to  the 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

"  17.  As  to  these  extensive  regions,  whether  in  Rupert's  Land  or  in  the  Indian  Terri- 
tory, In  which,  for  the  present  at  least,  there  can  be  no  prospect  of  permanent  settlement 
by  the  European  race  for  any  purpose  except  that  of  the  fiir-trade,  the  Committee  would 
recommend  that  the  privilege  of  exclusive  trade  should  be  continued-  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
•Company,  and  that  such  arrangement  should  henceforth  rest  on  the  basis  of  statute. 
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"  18.  Power,  however,  should  be  reserved  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make  grants 
within  such  territory  for  the  purpose  of  mines  or  fisheries,  but  with  due  regard  to  the 
immunities  and  trade  of  the  Company. 

"  19.  Your  Committee  have  now  specified  the  principal  objects  which  they  think  it  would 
be  desirable  to  attain. 

"  20.  How  far  the  chartered  rights  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  may  prove 
an  obstacle  to  so  doing,  they  are  not  able  with  any  certainty  to  say.  If  this  diflSeulty 
could  be  solved,  not  by  adverse  litigation,  but  by  amicable  adjustment,  such  will  be  best 
promoted  by  the  Government  after  communication  with  the  Company,  as  well  as 
with  the  Government  of  Canada,  rather  than  by  detailed  suggestions  emanating  from  this 
Committee. 

"21.  Your  Committee  cannot  doubt  but  that,  when  such  grave  interests  are  at  stake,  all 
the  parties  concerned  will  approach  the  subject  in  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  justice,  and 
they  therefore  indulge  a  confident  hope  that  the  Government  will  be  enabled  in  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament  to  present  a  Bill  which  shall  lay  the  foundation  of  an  equitable  and 
satisfactory  arrangement  in  the  event,  which  we  consider  probable,  of  legislation  being 
found  necessary  for  that  purpose." 

Resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  read  1°,  as  follows  :  — 

"  1.  That  the  country  capable  of  colonisation  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

"  2.  That  the  country  incapable  of  colonisation  should  remain  within  their  jurisdiction. 

"  3.  That  power  should  be  reserved  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  make  grants 
within  the  said  territory  for  the  purposes  of  mines  or  fisheriet^,  but  with  due  regard  to  the 
immunities  and  trade  of  the  Company. 

"  4.  That  such  jurisdiction  should  rest  henceforward  upon  the  basis  of  statute. 

"  5.  That  the  Committee  have  to  refer  to.  the  following  paragraph  in  the  letter  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  dated  18  July :  '  Assuming,  however, 
******  the  Company.'     And  the  Committee 

consider  this  as  an  expression  of  the  willingness  of  the  Company  to  accept  in  principle 
the  arrangements  above  described. 

"  6.  That  it  would  accordingly,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  be  advisable  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should,  after  conference  with  Canada  and  the  Company,  fix 
upon  the  best  means  for  drawing  the  line  between  the  two  descriptions  of  country  above- 
mentioned. 

"  7.  That  it  be  referred  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  consider  how  the  land  capable 
of  colonisation,  and  detached  accordingly  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Company,  should 
be  settled  and  governed  under  free  institutions. 

"  8.  That  the  Committee  see  no  objection  in  principle  to  an  arrangement  under  which 
the  actual  surrender  by  the  Company  of  the  lands  fit  for  colonisation  might  take  place, 
only  in  proportion  as  it  might  be  required  for  the  purpunes  of  early  settlement. 

"  9.  That  the  foregoing  Resolutions  are  intended  to  apply  to  the  whole  country,  from 
east  to  west,  now  under  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  whether  held  by  charter,  statute, 
or  the  Vancouver  grant. 

"  10.  That  inasmuch  as  the  Company  has  tendered  concessions  which  may  prove  suf- 
ficient til  meet  the  necessities  of  the  case,  the  Committee  has  come  to  no  decision  upon 
the  question  how  far  it  may  lie,  as  some  tliink,  just  and  even  necessary,  or  on  the  other 
hand,  unwise,  or  even  unjust,  to  raise  any  judicial  issue  with  the  view  of  ascertaining 
the  legal  rights  of  the  Company." 

Motion  made  and  question  proposed  (Sir  J.  Paldrujton),  "  That  the  Draft  Report  pro- 
posed by  the  Chairman  be  read  2°,  paragraph  by  paragraph."  Amendment  proposed 
(Mr.  Gladstone),  to  leave  out  from  the  word  "  That,"  to  the  end  of  the  question,  in  order 
to  insert  the  words, "  The  Resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Gladstone  be  now  read  2°,  instead 
thereof"  :— Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  qvies- 
tion."     The  Committee  divided : 

Ayes,  7  Noes,  7. 


Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Sir  J.  Pakington. 
Mr.  Lowe. 


Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
]\Ir.  Kinnaird. 
Lord  Goderich. 


Whereupon  the  Chairman  declared  himself  with  the  Ayes. 
Main  question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


Draft 
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Draft  Report  proposed  by  the  Chairmaa  read  2°,  and  considered  paragraph  by  paragraph. 

Paragraphs  1  and  2  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  3  read ;  amendments  were  proposed  and  agreed  to  (Mr.  Christy) ;  paragraph, 
as  amended,  agreed  to. 

Paragraphs  4,  5  and  6  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraphs  7  and  8  read,  and  negatived. 

Paragraph  9  read.     Question  put,  "  That  this  paragraph  stand  part  of  the  proposed 
Report."    The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  5- 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Matheson. 


Paragraph  10  read,  and  negatived. 
Paragraph  11  read. 


Noes,  9. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
Sir  J.  Pakington. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Lord  Goderich. 


[Adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  One  o'clock. 


LuncE,  27°  die  Julii,  1857. 


MEMBEES   PBESENT: 


Mr.  Labouchere  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Matheson. 


Mr.  Blackburn. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Sir  J.  Pakington. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 


Paragraph  11  further  considered,  and  amended. 

Paragraph  12  amended,  incorporated  with  paragraph  11,  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  13  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraphs  14  and  15  read,  amended,  and  agreed  to. 

Paragraph  16  read;  amendments  made.  Amendment  proposed,  line  7,  to  leave  out  the 
•words,  "  2°.  The  fatal  effects  which  they  believe  would  infallibly  result  to  the  Indian  popula- 
tion from  a  system  of  open  competition  in  the  fur  trade,  and  the  consequent  intro- 
duction of  spirits  in  a  far  greater  de^ee  than  is  tiie  case  at  present "  (Mr.  Fitzwilliam) : — 
Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  paragraph." 
The  Committee  divided: 


Ayes,  9. 
Sir  J.  Pa.kington. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Herbert. 


Noes,  2. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 
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Another  amendment  proposed,  line  11,  to  leave  out  the  words,  "  and  3°.  The  probability 
of  the  indiscriminate  destruction  of  the  fur-bearing  animals  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  " 
(Mr.  Christy):— Qaestion  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 
paragraph."     The  Committee  divided : 


Noes,  2. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 


Ayes,  9. 
Sir  J.  Pakington. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Herbert. 

Paragraph,  as  amended,  agreed  to. 
Paragraph  17  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Paragragh  18  read.  Amendments  made.  Amendment  proposed,  to  leave  out  from  the 
word  "  attain,"  1.  2,  to  the  end  of  the  paragraph,  in  order  to  add  the  words :  "  But  it  appears 
to  Your  Committee  that  unless  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  willing  to  accept  an  offer 
upon  equitable  arrangement,  it  is  obvious  that  in  bringing  this  to  a  practical  decision,  the 
question  of  the  validity  of  the  charter  will  then  necessarily  present  itself  to  be  forthwith 
ascertained. 

"  Pending  the  possibility  of  such  an  investigation,  which  Your  Committee  consider  may 
be  rendered  indispensable  to  any  final  arrangement,  they  forbear  to  express  any  opinion  as 
to  the  course  which  should  be  ultimately  pursued.  But,  adverting  to  the  willingness  ex- 
pressed by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  meet  the  desire  of  the  Canadian  people  to  obtain 
land  fit  for  cultivation,  and  the  establishment  of  agricultural  settlers.  Your  Committee  think 
it  right  to  express  their  opinion,  that  in  any  event,  the  country  capable  of  settlement  should 
be  withdrawn  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  whose  objects  and 
interests  are  admitted  to  be  opposed  to  colonisation  "  (Mr.  Christy),  instead  thereof. 

Question  put,  "  That  the  words  proposed  to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the  paragraph." 
The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  8. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr,  Gregson.  ' 

Mr.  Gurney. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Mr.  Blackburn. 

Paragraph  19  read,  and  agreed  to. 


Noes,  2. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 


[Adjourned  to  Friday,  at  One. 


Veneris,  31°  die  Julii,  1857. 


MEMBERS    present: 


Mr.  Labouchekb  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  Matheson. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Mr.  Lowe. 


Sir  John  Pakington. 
Lord  Sandon. 
Colonel  Herbert. 
Lord  Goderich. 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 


Mr.  Christy  produced  a  document  purporting  to  be  resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  held 
at  the  house  of  Mr.  Philip  Kennedy,  in  the  Eed  River  Settleraent,  on  the  26th  May  1857, 
and  the  same  was  read  to  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  Draft  Report. 

Motion 
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Motion  made,  and  question  proposed,  "That  this  be  the  Eeport  to  The  House." 
Question  put.     The  Committee  divided : 


Ayes,  6. 
Colonel  He]Cl>ert. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Lord  John  Ku8Sell. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Lord  Sandon. 


Noes,  5. 
Lord  Goderich. 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Gladstone. 
Mr.  Koebuck, 
Mr.  Fitzwilliam. 


Ordered,  To  Report,  together  with  the  Minutes  of  Evidence. 


.n.)  .if/. 
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Veneris,  20°  die  Februarii,  1857. 


MEMBERS    present; 


Mr.  Adderley. 

Mr.  Bell. 

Mr.  Blackburn. 

Mr.  Edward  EUice. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam. 

Mr.  Gladstone. 

Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Grogan. 

Mr.  Guriiey. 


Mr,  Percy  Herbert. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Laboucliere. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Viscount  Sandon. 
Lord  Stanley. 


The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE,  in  the  Chair. 


John  Ross,  Esq.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

1.  Chairman.]  I  believe  you  are  a  Member  of  the  Canadian  Parliament  ?—       j  Ross  Esq 
Yes.  ' 

2.  How  long  have  you  belonged  to  that  body  ?— Since  1848.  so  February  1857. 

3.  You  were  also,  I  think,  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Government  for  several 
years?— From  1851  until  1856. 

4.  What  situations  did  you  hold  ? — I  was  first  Sohcitor-general,  subsequently 
Attorney-general,  and  afterwards  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council. 

5.  You  are  aware  of  the  objects  for  which  this  Committee  has  been  appointed  ? 
— Yes. 

6.  Has  your  attention  ever  been  directed  to  the  question  of  the  atfairs  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  so  far  as  they  affect  the  interests  of  Canada  ?— Yes. 
I  have  thought  very  much  upon  the  subject  for  several  years.  I  do  not  profess 
to  be  intimately  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  but 
upon  that  branch  of  the  subject  with  reference  to  how  far  it  may  affect  Canada, 
I  have  thought  a  great  deal. 

7.  You  have  never  ypurself,  I  believe,  been  in  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ?— Only  upon  the  borders  of  their  territories.  I  have  never  been 
further  westward  than  Lake  Superior. 

8.  I  think  you  are  connected  with  a  railway  in  Canada  ? — Yes ;  I  am  at  the 
head  of  the  trunk  railway  of  Canada. 

9.  You  have  probably  often  considered  the  subject  with  reference  to  the 
importance  of  extending  communications  in  British  North  America  ? — I  have 
thought  very  much  of  it. 

10.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  state  to  the  Committee  any  views  which  you 
may  have  been  led  to  entertain  upon  this  subject  ? — The  first  subject,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  which  has  been  very  much  discussed  (at  all  events  it  is  now  being  dis- 
cussed in  Canada),  is  the  occupation  of  that  part  of  the  North  American  Continent 
now  under  the  control  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  It  is  very  much  discussed 
whether  it  is  desirable  that  their  privileges  and  control  there  should  entirely 
cease.  I  have  considered  that  subject  very  much,  and  the  opinion  that  I  express 
to  the  Committee  of  course  I  only  give  for  what  it  is  worth,  and  as  my  own 
opinion.     I  believe  that  when  the  subject  is  well  discussed  and  presented  to  the 
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J.  Ross,  Esq.       Canadian  public,  it  will  then  be  considered  somewhat  in  the  light  in  w  hich  I 

view  it.     It  is  complained  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  occupy  that  territory 

20  F(bruary  1857.  and  prevent  the  extension  of  settlement  and  civilisation  in  that  part  of  the 
continent  of  America.  I  do  not  think  they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  do  that, 
but  I  think  it  would  be  a  very  great  calamity  if  their  control  and  power  in 
that  part  of  America  were  entirely  to  cease.  My  reason  for  forming  that  opinion 
is  this  :  During  all  the  time  that  I  have  been  able  to  observe  their  proceedings 
there,  there  has  been  peace  within  ihe  whole  territory.  The  operations  of  tbe 
Company  seem  to  have  been  carried  on  at  all  events  in  such  a  way  as  to  prevent 
the  Indian  tribes  within  their  borders  from  molesting  the  Canadian  frontier; 
while,  on  the  ofher  hand,  those  who  have  turned  their  attention  to  that  quarter 
of  the  world  must  have  seen  that  from  Oregon  to  Florida,  for  these  last  30 
years  or  more,  there  has  been  a  cimstanr,  Indian  \\ar  going  on  between  the 
natives  of  the  American  territory  on  the  one  side  and  the  Indian  tribes  on  the 
other.  Now,  I  fear  very  much,  that  if  the  occupation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  in  what  is  called  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory,  were  to  cease,  our 
fate  in  Canada  might  be  just  as  it  is  with  the  Americans  in  the  border  settle- 
ments of  their  territory. 

11.  How  do  you  propose  to  reconcile  the  two  purposes  which  you  think 
ought  to  be  aimed  at,  namely,  the  power  of  allo'ving  the  spread  of  settlement 
in  such  territory  as  is  adapted  for  settlement,  and  yet  maintaining  the  authority 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  any  portion  of  their  present  dominions  ? — I 
think  the  most  desirable  course,  and  the  most  convenient  one,  would  be  this: 
So  fast, as  the  Canadian  Government  might  wish  to  open  up  any  part  of  the 
country  for  settlement,  which  they  might  upon  exploration  find  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  open ;  say  that  they  desired  to  open  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty  town- 
ships of  land,  1  think  the  convenient  course  would  l)e  to  give  notice  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  in  a  certain  space  of  time,  say  in  one  year,  or  two 
years,  whatever  period  of  time  might  be  considered  best  and  most  fair,  they 
intended  to  make  a  survey  of  the  space  of  country  which  they  thought  that  they 
could  conveniently  occupy  for  settlement,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
should  be  required  to  surrender  that  territory  within  the  period  of  time  indi- 
cated. If  they  arranged  to  have  wljat  is  called  a  post  within  the  precincts  of  the 
territory,  I  think  a  reservation  ought  in  fairness  to  be  made  for  them  to  settle 
their  people  upon  the  land  so  to  be  surrendered. 

12.  Do  you  apprehend  that  there  is  any  considerable  extent  of  country  near 
the  Canadian  frontier  which  would  be  adapted  for  settlement  and  the  habitation 
of  civilised  men  ? — As  I  have  already  stated  to  the  Committee,  I  have  never 
been  within  the  territory  myself;  1  have  never  been  further  westward  than  Lake 
Superior,  and  all  that  I  know  of  it  is  from  \\  hat  I  have  read  and  from  conver- 
sations with  some  who  have  been  born  in  the  territory,  and  have  gone  up  there 
and  gone  across  the  continent  several  times,  and  from  others  who  have  trtivelled 
over  it  once,,  I  believe  that  at  the  west  of  Lake  Superior,  and  from  that  to 
the  Red  River,  there  are  parts  of  the  country  that  might  be  very  uell  settled. 
I  fancy  that  an  impression  prevails  that  the  whole  of  it  is  good  country.  The 
information  which  I  have  received  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  greater  part  of 
the  country  is  not  good  ;  that  is,  that  it  is  broken  and  intersected  by  swamps 
to  a  very  great  extent.  The  country  round  the  Red  River  is  said  to  l)e  very 
good  producing  land  indeed  ;  it  is  chiefly  prairie  land ;  I  mean  in  the  vallev  of 
the  Red  River  ;  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  wood,  as  I  am  informed  ; 
and  I  am  told  that  theie  is  no  coal  on  the  Red  River. 

1 3.  Do  you  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  establishing  regular  com- 
munications between  the  Red  River  Settlement  and  the  present  province  of 
Canada,  if  any  such  arrangement  as  you  have  described  could  be  effected  r — If 
any  project  were  mooted  and  were  set  afloat  for  carrying  a  railway  across  the 
continent,  I  beiitve  it  is  conceded  that  that  portion  of  the  continent  of  North 
America  over  which  the  Queen's  Government  extends  is  the  most  feasible  route 
that  can  be  adopted.  I  believe  that  is  conceded  by  all  the  American  gentlemen 
who  have  investigated  the  subject,  and  I  think  it  is  so  accepted  now. 

14.  You  have  heard  that  opinion  generally  expressed  ? — I  have  heard  that 
opinion  expressed  by  leading  and  influential  Americans  who  have  investigated 
the  subject ;  I  believe  it  is  Mr.  VV  hitney's  opinion  ;  at  least  it  is  the  impression 
that  that  is  his  opinion. 

15.  What  is  about  the  distance  from  the  Red  River  Settlement  to  the  ex- 

treme 
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Ireme  portion  of  the  occupied  part  of  Canada  at  the  present  moment  to  the  west: —       /.  Ross,  Esq. 

I  should  think  about  1,000  miles  from  the  Sault  St.  Mary,  at  the  foot  of  Lake        

Superior,  but  I  may  be  wrong,  as  there  is  no  map  in  the  room  to  which  I  can  refer.    ^°  February  1857, 

16.  Have  these  questions  only  reqently  occupied  public  attention  in  Canada, 
or  have  they  been  discussed  for  some  time  there  ? — 1  think  it  was  during  the 
very  last  summer  that  the  discussion  first  commenced  upon  the  subject.  The 
question  of  the  opening  up  of  the  territory  has  often  for  years  been  incidentally 
mooted,  but  a  regular  disc  ussion  of  the  question  has  never  arisen  until  the  course 
of  the  last  summer,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

17.  Do  you  think  that  if  some  arrangement  could  be  made,  such  as  that 
which  you  have  described,  by  which  the  Red  River  Settlement,  for  instance, 
was  taken  out  of  the  control  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  it  could  be  con- 
veniently governed  and  administered  from  Canada,  or  that  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  have  some  form  of  local  government? — I  do  not  think  that,  at  present, 
it  could  be  conveniently  governed  or  administered  by  the  Canadian  Government. 
There  should  either  be  a  railway  constructed  from  the  west  end  of  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  or  a  good  broad  open  road  cut  out  and 
made  ;  and  land,  such  as  might  be  fit  for  cultivation,  laid  off  on  each  side  of  it 
for  settlers  to  occupy,  and  as  the  occupation  took  place,  and  settlers  went  in,  it 
could  be  extended ;  and  in  that  way  the  Red  River  Settlement  could  be  connected 
with  our  present  lines  of  communication. 

18.  With  regard  to  the  country  more  to  the  north  and  north-east,  do  you 
imagine  that  there  is  any  extent  of  country  now  belonging  to  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  on  the  frontier  of  Canada,  which  it  is  probable  would  be  occu- 
pied for  settlement  within  a  few  years?—!  think  not;  I  do  not  think  that  in 
that  direction  there  is  any  territpry  which  could  be  occupied,  or  that  it  is  pro- 
bable will  be  occupied.  I  know  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  held  within 
the  Canadian  boundary  a  section  of  country  which  was  called  the  Kings  Posts. 
They  lay  up  towards  the  Labrador  border,  along  the  gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
from  below  the  Saguaney  River.  They  surrendered  those  posts  to  .the  Canadian 
Government,  and  during  the  time  that  1  wus  acting  as  Attorney-general  in 
Canada  they  were  again  leased  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  it  is  not  a 
country  which  can  be  occupied  with  any  advantage,  because  I  believe  that  the 
natives,  and  the  people  « ho  are  there  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  posts, 
if  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  were  not  there  to  assist  them  during  severe 
winters,  would  starve. 

ig.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  territory  round  the 
Saguaney  River? — I  have  been  along  the  whole  of  the  Saguaney  River,  navi- 
gated by  steamers. 

20.  Is  not  all  the  laud  at  the  Saguaney  River  very  fertile  ? — No  ;  I  do  not 
consider  it  is. 

21.  Do  you  remember  M.  La  Terriere  being  there? — Yes,  I  know  him  very 
well. 

22.  It  was  his  opinion,  I  beheve,  that  it  was  a  very  fertile  territory  ? — I  may 
state  for  the  information  of  the  Committee  what  I.  know  to  be  the  fact.  I  have 
first  of  all  been  along  the  whole  of  the  Saguaney  River,  during  weather  when 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  shores  on  both  sides.  I  have  been  at  the 
leading  milling  estabhshmen'ts  on  the  river.  It  very  often  happens  that  when 
grain  is  sown  there  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  it  does  not  ripen  in  the  fall. 
That  has  very  often  happened  during  these  last  few  years  ;  almost  every  two 
years.  The  inhabitants  living  along  the  Saguaney  River  have  suffered  from  that 
cause  ;  and  Dr.  La  Terriere  has  himself  been  at  the  head  of  deputations  making 
applications  for  assistance  from  the  Government  to  keep  the  people  from  starving. 
I  believe  that  there  are  now  quite  as  many  people  along  the  banks  of  the 
Saguaney  River  as  can  be  maintained.  I  am  aware  that  the  opinion  which  I 
am  expressing  here  may,  perhaps,  hurt  the  feelings  of  some  of  the  genilemen 
who  live  in  that  part  of  the  country,  who  would  desire  to  have  a  large  settlement 
near  them  ;  but  I  must  say,  that  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
settlers,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  that  an  increase  in  the  number  of  inhabitants 
should  take  place  there. 

23.  Chairman.]  Has  any  inconvenience  ever  arisen  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  limits  of  Canada  not  being  actually  defined  ?— No ;  I  think  not.  It  is 
desirable  that  they  should  be  ;  but  up  to  this  moment,  I  do  not  know  that  there 
has  been  any  inconvenience  from  that  cause. 

24.  In  point  of  fact,  are  they  ascertained  and  defined  very  accurately  to  your 
0.25.  A  2  mind  ? 
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J.  Ross,  Esq.       mind  ? — They  are  not  so  accurately  defined  to  my  mind  as  is  desirable.     I  have 

never  been  able  to  discover  the  distinct  boundaries. 

20  February  1857.  05.  Does-that  ob^^ervation  apply  only  to  the  country  to  the  west,  or  does  it 
apply  to  the  whftle  circuit  of  the  boundary  of  Canada  '■ — It  applies  more  to  the 
country  to  the  we^t. 

26.  The  watei-shed  line  is  the  recognised  boundary  to  the  north  and  north- 
east, is  it  not : — That  is  taken  to  be  the  boundary.  There  is  very  often  a  dispute 
as  to  where  that  is. 

27.  Mr,  Kinnaird.]  Are  you  not  apprehensive  that  in  that  part  of  the  terri- 
tory which  conies  in  contact  with  the  Uniteil  States,  there  will  be  settlements 
made  by  the  Americans,  and  that  there  will  be  difficulty  hereafter,  unless  the 
boundary  is  defined? — The  Americans  are  extending  their  settlements  very 
rapidly  towards  the  Red  River,  and  it  is  very  important  that  that  boundary 
should  be  distinctly  marked,  and  as  soon  as  possible.  I'hat  is  my  opinion  with 
regard  to  that  point. 

28.  Are  any  of  them  already,  do  you  think,  coming  over  and  settling  on  our 
territory  ? — It  is  stated  that  numbers  have  crossed  the  boundary  ;  of  course  that 
can  only  be  ascertained  by  drawing  the  line. 

29.  Lord  Stanley.]  At  present  the  Red  River  Settlement  is  not  open  to  traffic 
in  any  direction,  except  that  traffic  which  comes  by  canoes  ? — It  is  not. 

30.  Is  there,  in  your  judgment,  any  probability  of  a  line  of  communication 
fit  for  traffic  being  established  between  the  American  settlements  and  the  Red 
River?—  I  think  it  is  tending  to  it  very  rapidly. 

3 1 .  Do  you  know  what  the  distance  is  from  the  nearest  inhabited  point  within 
the  United  States  ? — I  should  think  it, about  400  or  500  miles. 

32.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  Do  not  the  Red  River  half-breeds  continually 
come  down  from  the  Red  River  Settlement  to  St.  Paul's  ? — Certainly  they  do. 

33.  I  think  every  summer  they  come  down? — They  do ;' but  they  have  to 
cross  a  very  large  extent  of  territory  on  horseback  to  do  so. 

34.  Do  they  not  come  down  in  their  carts  ? — Yes,  so  I  have  been  told ;  but 
a  gentleman  with  whom  I  am  very  well  acquainted,  who  recently  crossed  the 
country  from  St.  Paul's  to  the  Red  River,  and  who  was  born  there,  informed  me, 
I  think,  that  it  took  him  16  days  to  cross  from  the  last  settlement  to  the  north 
of  St.  Paul's,  to  the  first  settlement  as  he  approached  the  Red  River. 

3,5.  Mr.  Edward iLltice-']   You  have  never  been  there  yourself,  have  you? — No. 
2)'&.  Chairman.']  If  a  man  wanted  to  go  from  this  country  to  the  Red  River, 
what  route  would  he  take  as  the  easiest? — By  St.  Paul's. 

37.  Lord  Stanley.]  Through  the  United  States? — Yes. 

38.  Mr.  Roelmck.]  But  if  your  scheme  of  a  railroad  were  carried  into  effect, 
he  would  go  by  that,  would  he  not  ?-^Mcst  unquestionably  ;  I  should  be  very 
glad  to  see  a  railway  made. 

39.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  In  what  direction  do  you  propose  to  run  that  rail- 
way from  Canada  to  the  Red  River ;  you  alluded  to  the  railways  contemplated 
by  Mr.  Whitney  and  others ;  do  you  know  that  that  scheme  of  railways  is  in 
connexion  with  the  Minesota  scheme  of  railways  running  up  from  St.  Paul's  ? — 
I  do  ;  the  railway  that  1  should  desire  to  see  carried  out  would  be  one  to  connect 
with  our  own  scheme  of  railways  in  Canada. 

40.  Are  you  at  all  aware  of  the  practicability  of  a  railway,  except  at  a  most 
enoimous  expense,  from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  from  the  Canada  frontier, 
to  the  Red  River  ? — During  the  last  1 8  months  an  exploration  has  taken  place 
along  the  north  shores  of  Lake  Huron  and  a  part  of  Lake  Superior,  and  inland 
from  the  borders  of  both  lakes  along  the  valley  running  westerly,  and  the  report 
of  the  gentlemen  who  were  instructed  to  make  the  survey  represented  the  land 
to  be  very  good,  bearing  very  fine  timber,  and  to  be  well  fitted  for  settlement ; 
so  that  if  we  accomplished  a  connexion  between  the  Canadian  system  of  railways 
and  the  Red  River  country,  it  would  be  through  the  valley  to  the  north  of  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Superior  until  we  got  round  Lake  Superior. 

41.  The  country  of  which  1  am  speaking  lies  to  the  west  of  what  I  under- 
stand to  be  the  Canadian  boundary,  taking  the  water-shed  as  the  boundary;  it 
runs  about  500  or  600  miles  I'rom  the  extreme  west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  from 
the  extreme  west  boundary  of  Canada  to  the  Red  River  ;  I  suppose  your  atten- 
tion has  not  been  directed  to  that  country  ?— The  extension  of  a  railway  over 
that  country  is  just  that  of  which  1  have  been  speaking;  you  would  only  have 
to  make  a  curve  if  you  could  find  a  valley  and  get  out  of  it  at  the  west  end  of 
Lake  Superior  upon  this  country  which  I  have  been  mentioning. 

42.  Your 
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42.  Your  surveyors  have  not  been  through  that  country  ?— No.  ./.  Ross,  Esq. 

43.  Mr.  Hoebuck.l  Where   does  your  railway  end?  — It  is  now  very  nearly 

carried  to  Lake  Huron  ;  there  is  another  railway  connecting  with  it  which  also  20  February  1857, 
runs  to  Lake  Huron,  but  it  runs  north  from  Toronto  to  Nottawassaga  Bay. 

44-  I  suppose  you  require  Acts  of  the  colonial  Parliament  to  enable  you  to 
make  those  railroads  ? — We  do. 

45.  How  far  have  you  got  Acts  of  the  colonial  Parliament  enabling  you  to 
do  so  ? — We  have  an  Act  of  the  colonial  Parliament  authorising  the  construc- 
tion of  a  branch  from  a  town  called  Belleville,  near  the  head  of  the  Bay  of 
Quinty,  an  arm  of  Lake  Ontario,  northerly  to  Lake  Huron;  that  is  the  furthest 
point  to  which  the  branch  goes  ;  by  extending  that  line  you  could  get  into  the 
valley  to  the  north  of  Lake  Huron,  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  and  over 
which  an  extension  to  the  Red  River  might  be  made. 

46.  You  contemplate  the  extension  of  that  railway  to  the  north  of  Lake  Huron 
and  to  the  north  of  Lake  Superior? — Yes,  when  we  can  get  settlements  and  get 
it  carried  out. 

47.  The  extension  of  the  railway,  I  suppose,  is  dependent  upon  the  settle- 
ment of  the  country  ?— Very  much,  I  think. 

48.  Do  you  believe  that  a  country  can  be  settled  which  is  retained  for  hunting 
ground?— I  do  not. 

49.  Then  the  hunting  ground  is  incompatible  with  the  settlement  of  the 
country  ? — That  is  my  own  impression,  merely  speaking  from  my  own  notion 
of  the  matter,  without  being  a  practical  hunter;  we  find,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
that  the  wild  animals  recede  from  the  settlements. 

50.  Then  the  exclusive  power  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  the  country, 
as  a  fur- hunting  company,  is  opposed  to  colonization  ? — I  think  if  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  asserted  their  power  over  any  part  of  the  country  that  is  fit  for     ' 
cultivation,  it  would  be  an  obstacle  if  they  resisted  the  settlement  of  it. 

51 .  In  fact,  then,  the  contemplated  extension  of  the  railway  by  you  is  incom- 
patible with  retaining  the  power  now  possessed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? 
—  It  would  be  so  most  certainly,  if  they  resisted  the  giving  up  of  any  of  the 
territory  fit  for  the  purposes  of  settlement. 

52.  That  is  to  say,  that  so  long  as  they  retain  their  power  over  the  country 
which  can  be  settled,  it  will  not  be  settled  ? — I  do  not  say  that,  because  I  do 
not  know  what  they  are  willing  to  do ;  I  have  had  no  conference  with  them,  and 
I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  they  are  willing  to  give  up  the  country  which  is 
fit  for  settlement. 

53.  But  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  a  fur  company  promote  the  interests  of  a 
fur  company  ? — It  would  be  reasonable  to  suppose  so. 

54.  Then  those  interests  which  are  contemplated  by  the  extension  of  the 
railway  are  opposed  to  the  interests  of  that  Company  ? — As  I  tell  you,  that  must 
depend  entirely  upon  whether  they  would  resist  our  currying  a  railway  through 
their  country  ;  they  might  give  up  their  rights  there  ;  it  may  be  that  there  are 
not  furs  there  now,  or  that  they  might  think  it  more  advantageous  to  have 
settlements  which  would  afford  them  supplies,  where  they  could  get  corn,  grain, 
beef  and  pork  more  cheaply  than  they  could  bring  them  from  abroad ;  I  do  not 
know  what  their  views  are,  for  I  have  not  conversed  with  any  pf  the  members 
of  the  Company  upon  the  subject. 

55.  Have  you  ever  contemplated  a  scheme  of  colonization  by  the  Canadian 
Government  like.to  that  which  is  now  pursued  by  the  American  Government  ? — 
I  have  never  contemplated  it  in  any  other  way  than  I  indicated,  I  think,  in  my 
second  or  third  answer  to  Mr.  Labouchere ;  which  is,  that  so  fast  as  any  part  of 
the  country  adjacent  to  the  settled  parts  of  Canada  is  required  for  purposes  of 

settlement,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  the  power  of  settling  it,  and  1  think  that  I 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ought  to  be  required  to  give  it  to  us.  ' 

56.  1  suppose  you  are  perfectly  familiar  with  the  system  of  colonization  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  under  the  Ordinance  of  1783?— Yes,  I  think  I  know 
the  whole  of  the  system  as  it  is  pursued. 

57.  Have  you  ever  contemplated  the  propriety  of  giving  that  power  to  the 
colonial  Government  to  make  territories  after  the  fashion  of  the  American 
Government  ? — It  was  at  one  time  spoken  of  in  Canada,  and  it  was  considered 
that  there  would  be  very  great  difficulties  connected  with, it ;  I  may  mention  a 
fact  which  probably  will  be  within  your  recollection ;  I  think  it  was  in  the  year 

0.25.  A  3  1849- 
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J.  Boss,  Esq.      1849.     The   Canadian  Government  had   previously  granted  licences  to  certain 

companies  for  mining  purposes  on  Lake  Superior  ;  one  company,  I  think  it  was 

20  February  1857.  called  the  Quebec  Company,  took  possession  of  an  island,  Michipicoton  Island 
in  Lake  Superior,  and  estal)lished  works  there.  Certain  Indians,  the  Garden 
River  Indians,  known  as  the  Garden  River  Tribe,  and  certain  half-breeds, 
asserted  that  they  had  a  right  over  those  lands  for  which  a  licence  had  been 
granted,  and  they  went  by  force  and  took  possession  of  the  Island  of  Michipi- 
coton and  of  the  works  of  tlie  mining  company.  The  Canadian  Government  of 
course  arrested  the  parties,  and  so  far  as  the  Indians  were  concerned,  upon  the 
expression  of  their  contrition  for  doing  wrong,  they  were  forgiven,  and  in  the 
end  a  compensation  was  given  to  them  to  surrender  their  rights  ;  but  that  cost 
the  Canadian  Government  so  much  money,  that  I  think  whatever  they  mi;iht 
have  considered  as  regards  colonization,  they  have  felt  very  much  alarmed  at 
the  idea  of  getting  into  contact  with  Indians  since. 

58.  Then  I  understand  your  objection  to  be,  that  money  should  be  paid  by 
the  Canadian  Government.  If  it  were  paid  by  the  Imperial  Government 
I  suppose  you  would  see  no  objection  to  that  compensation  being  made  r— The 
question  of  compensation  as  regards  the  Imperial  Government  I  have  not  raised 
at  all.  I  think  if  the  Canadian  Government  required  for  purposes  of  settlement 
any  portion  of  the  territory  which  is  not  now  within  their  borders,  such  com- 
pensation as  might  be  considered  fair  they  might  fairly  be  called  upon  to  pay. 

59.  You  did  not  perceive  the  force  of  my  first  question.  When  they  acquired 
land  beyond  their  borders,  I  propounded  to  you  the  inquiry  whether  you 
thought  it  better  that  the  acquired  territory  should  be  made  a  territory,  or 
aggregated  to  Canada?— I  do  not  think  that  under  the  system  of  government 
which  exists  in  Canada  now,  such  a  course  of  acquiring  new  territory,  and 
governing  it  by  means  of  territorial  government,  would  be  convenient  or 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  Canada.  I  think  they  had  better  take  what  land 
they  may  require  for  purposes  of  actual  settlement,  say  to  the  extent  of  10,  20, 
30,  or  50  townships  of  land,  and  so  fast  as  they  want  more,  obtain  it  in  the 
way  I  have  suggested,  by  notice  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  than  that  they 
should  get  a  large  extent  of  country  with  tribes  of  Indians,  perhaps,  occupying 
it,  and  perhaps  a  border  difficulty,  or  war  to  deal  with;  I  think  that  would  not 
be  advisable. 

60.  Would  not  the  difficulty  arise  just  as  much  whether  you  acquired  20 
settlements  or  townships  or  30? — It  might  in  that  proportion  of  20  and  30  ; 
but  if  notice  were  given  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  that  within  12  months 
or  two  years  the  Canadian  Government  desired  to  occupy  such  part  of  the 
country  as  might  be  fitted  for  settlement,  the  Indians  whom  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  employ  and  deal  with,  finding  that  settlements  were  to  be  established, 
it  might  become  a  question  of  compensation  to  the  Indians  to  leave  their 
hunting  ground,  which  I  think  the  Canadian  Government  should  pay,  and  they 
v/ould  remove  off  that  part  of  the  territory,  or  not  continue  to  occupy  it.  The 
thing,  I  hope,  would  be  fairly  and  equitably  done  as  regards  the  Indians,  and 
in  that  way  I  think  difficulties  perhaps  would  not  ensue.  But  if  vou  take  a 
very  large  extent  of  territory,  and  by  so  doing  take  away  the  employment 
which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  present  give  to  tribes  of  Indians,  and  leave 
them  in  want,  they  may  perhaps  find  means  of  helping  themselves,  and  thev  mav 
come  down  upon  the  border  settlements. 

61.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  You  rather  think  that  the  fact  of  the  occupation  given  to 
the  Indians  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  been  a  protection  to  the  border 
country  r  —  I  am  clearly  of  that  opinion. 

62.  Mr.  Adderky.'\  To  what  degree  do  you  think  the  Canadian  Government 
could  extend  its  system  of  administration  from  head  quarters  ? — 'At  present  I  am 
not  sure  that  it  would  be  convenient  to  extend  it  at  all. 

63.  Talking  of  the  extension  of  the  colony  of  Canada,  do  you  consider  that  it 
could,  by  degrees,  take  in  the  whole  of  the  habitable  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territory? — I  think  so. 

64.  Under  the  Government  of  Canada,  without  any  local  or  subordinate 
system?— Yes,  I  think  so,  in  case  they  could  lay  off  the  townships;  but  the  fact 
is,  that  it  would  not  be  desirable  to  settle  them  any  faster  than  that. 

65.  The  compensation  which  you  suggest,  I  suppose  would  be  from  the 
Canadian  territory,  both  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  to  the  Indians  ? — 
I  have  not  suggested  any  compensation  at  all.     I  only   say  that  if  the  giving  of 

compensation 
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compensation  be  equitable  and  fair,  if  the  Canadian  Government  require  the       J-  ^o"'  Esq. 

territory  for  purposes  of  settlement,  whatever  that  compensation  may  be,  I  think        

it  fair  that  they  should  meet  it.  20  February  1857. 

^^.  Compensation  to  both  parties,  the  Company  and  the  Indians  ? — To  both 
parties,  if  any  compensation  should  be  paid.  If  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
surrender  a  territory  fit  for  settlement,  which  of  course  should  only  be  where  the 
Canadian  territory  approaches  it,  I  am  not  sure  that  for  that  any  compensation 
should  be  given.  I  only  suggest  that  if  they  are  called  upon  to  give  up  posts, 
they  should  be  allowed  to  retain  a  certain  portion  of  the  land  for  their  employes 
about  them,  and  hold  it  as  a  part  of  their  own  property. 

67.  When  you  speak  of  the  possibility  of  carrying  out  a  railway  depending 
upon  settlement,  might  it  not  be  possible  that  the  more  distant  parts  might  be 
settled  first,  and  that  the  railway  might  pay  as  the  means  of  thoroughfare  to 
the  furthest  point  ? — The  usual  way  of  beginning  such  a  settlement  is  by  cutting 
a  good  broad  road  through  the  territory  which  you  intend  to  open  up,  and  then 
laying  off  your  allotments  of  land  on  each  side  for  actual  settlers.  That  would, 
I  suppose,  be  usually  the  first  process  before  the  railway  was  attempted  to  be 
made.     You  would  carry  on  the  thing  in  that  way  by  degrees. 

68.  Talking  of  a  great  continent  like  that,  supposing  Vancouver's  Island  and 
the  western  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  settled,  although  the  part  between  that 
and  Canada  was  still  wild,  might  not  a  railway  be  a  very  feasible  plan  as  a  means 
of  thoroughfare  to  that  part  which  was  settled?— I  think  it  might,  but  I  think 
that  more  of  an  imperial  question  than  a  colonial  one. 

69.  Do  you  think  that  too  large  an  experiment  for  Canada  to  make  ? — Yes, 
with  her  present  resources. 

70.  If  the  whole  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  were  settled,  do  you  not  think 
that  Vancouver's  Island  would  be  most  attractive  to  settlers  ? — Yes. 

71.  Long  before  the  intervening  portion  of  tlie  territory  between  that  and  the 
western  side  of  Canada  could  come  into  settlement? — So  far  as  my  information 
goes,  that  is  the  best  for  settlement,  and  would  be  the  first  settled. 

72.  The  idea  of  a  railroad,  ultimately,  is  not  so  much  for  the  benefit  of  the 
interior  of  the  country,  as  for  a  means  of  thoroughfare  and  access  to  harbours 
on  the  western  coast  of  America,  is  it? — That  is  so,  and  for  the  through  trade 
from  China  and  India.  The  construction  of  that  railway  is  a  most  important 
subject ;  apart  entirely  from  the  opening  of  the  country  through  which  it  would 
pass. 

73.  Mr.  Gordon.^  Are  you  aware  that  a  society  has  been  established,  at 
Toronto,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  colonization  to  the  west  of  Lake  Superior, 
between  that  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  ? — I  believe  there  are  certain  gentlemen 
at  Toronto  very  anxious  to  get  up  a  second  North-west  Company,  and  I  dare  say 
it  would  result  in  something  like  the  same  difficulties  which  the  last  North-west 
Company  created  ;  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  them  succeed.  1  think  it  would 
do  a  great  deal  of  harm,  creating  further  difficulties  lor  Canada,  which  I  do  not 
desire  to  see  created. 

74.  You  do  not  know  anything  of  the  nature  of  the  society  or  association, 
recently  formed,  and  what  weight  deserves  to  be  attached  to  it? — I  do  know 
several  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  moving  in  it ;  I  know  that  at  least  one  of 
them  was  very  instrumental  in  making  the  difficulty  which  was  made  with  the 
Garden  River  Indians,  and  the  half-breeds  in  1849,  of  which  I  have  been 
speaking.  I  believe  he  was  at  their  head  at  the  time  that  they  seized  upon 
and  took  possession  of  the  Quebec  Company's  works  upon  the  island  of 
Michipicoton. 

75.  Then  you  do  not  apprehend  that  there  is  any  general  wish,  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  Canada,  to  have  that  portion  of  the  country  added  to  what  they 
now  have  ? — I  believe  there  is  a  general  wish  that  so  fast  as  the  territory  can 
be  occupied,  for  purposes  of  settlement,  means  should  be  taken  that  it  should  be 
so  occupied. 

76.  Do  you  believe  that  those  portions  of  the  territory,  capable  of  being- 
colonized,  are  such  as  to  afford  sufficient  attractiveness  to  bring  colonists  to  that 
distance,  in  preference  to  more  attainable  points  of  settlement,  much  nearer  the 
settled  parts  of  Canada  ? — I  should  say  not  at  present ;  1  should  say  they  much 
prefer  the  nearer  lands  to  more  distant  ones. 

77.  Mr.  Roehuck.\  Do  you  say  that  from  your  experience  of  colonization  in 
the  United  States  ? — I  say  it  from  my  knowledge  of  public  affairs  in  Canada 

0.25,  A  4  solely; 
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J.  Ross,  Esq.       solely  ;  I  speak  of  what  1  think  desirable  for  the  Canadian  Government  and 

people. 

20  February  1857.       78.  Do  you  know  the  extent  to  which  new  territories  are  created  by  the 
United  States  ? — I  know  the  usual  process. 

79.  I  refer  to  the  extent  of  territory  over  which  they  pass ;  take  Iowa,  for 
instance  ? — Iowa  has  been  settling  for  these  last  20  years ;  I  believe  the  first 
settlements  in  Iowa  were  made  in  1834  or  1835. 

80.  When  Iowa  was  begun  to  be  settled  there  were  very  large  masses  of 
unsettled  land,  but  still  people  went  to  Iowa?— There  were,  but  they  were  not 
very  good  lands,  poor  lands. 

81 .  Chairman.'l   Iowa,  I  believe,  is  a  country  of  remarkable  fertility  ? — It  is. 

82.  Mr.  RoebuckJ\  But  on  the  Gennessees  there  were  very  large  quantities  of 
very  fertile  land  unoccupied  ? — If  there  were,  they  were  held  at  sn  high  a  price 
that  it  was  not  within  the  means  of  the  class  of  settlers  to  occupy  them  ;  they 
were  held,  for  instance,  at  the  rate  of  100  dollars,  or  about  that ;  they  could  not 
be  l)ought  for  twice  that  now. 

83.  Before  Iowa  was  settled,  did  they  not  create  a  new  territory  west  of  Iowa  ? 
— My  impression  is  that  they  did  not ;  I  think  the  territory  of  Wisconsin  was  a 
little  before  that  time  begun  to  be  settled,  and  within  the  next  year  or  so,  Iowa 
was  thrown  off,  but  I  do  not  think  that  previously  to  the  opening  of  the  Iowa 
Settlement,  there  v\  as  any  country  to  the  west  of  it  at  all. 

84.  Before  Iowa  was  filled  up,  they  began  a  new  territory  west  of  Iowa  ? — • 
They  did. 

8,5.  Might  not  that  same  circumstance  occur  in  Canada,  that,  before  Canada 
v/as  filled  up,  people  might  travel  farther  westward  ? — You  will  observe  that  all 
these  territories  are  adjacent  to  settlements  ;  for  instance,  if  a  settlement  began 
on  Iowa,  there  would  be  a  starting  point  for  the  settlement  of  a  territory  beyond ; 
but  when  you  have  a  space  of  1,800  miles  intervening,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
Oregon  territory,  and  probably  more  than  that,  it  does  not  seem  to  me  a  con- 
venient course  of  settlement. 

86.  Is  that  accurate  respecting  the  Oregon  territory ;  that  was  not  contiguous 
to  any  territory  whatsoever  ? — The  Oregon  territory  was  not  settled  from 
Canada. 

87.  I  am  talking  of  a  settlement  from  the  United  States  ? — Oregon  had  been 
partially  settled  before  the  United  States  got  possession  of  it. 

88.  I  am  endeavouring  to  point  out  to  you  that  Oregon  is  an  isolated  terri- 
tory, far  from  any  other  settled  territory,  and  still  people  go  there  ?■ — If  people 
go  there,  they  usually  go  by  sea  ;  at  least,  they  did  so  until  the  overland  route 
to  California  was  established.  Of  course,  it  is  well  enough  known  that  a  few 
persons  had  travelled  across  the  continent  before  that  time,  but  very  few  persons, 
however  ;  and  in  going  there  they  went  round  by  sea ;  now  there  is  no  way  of 
getting  round  by  sea'to  the  Red  River  Settlement.  If  you  go  there  vou  must 
either  go  directly  across  the  country  from  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  or  you 
can  take  the  better  route  through  the  United  States,  and  by  St.  Paul's. 

8g.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Is  it  not  the  fact  that,  annually,  at  least  4,000 
emigrants  cross  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Oregon  territory  r — I  should 
doubt  it ;  I  am  not  inclined  to  believe  it,  ^ 

90.  To  California  ? — 1  am  not  able  to  say  the  number. 

9  ( .  Chairman.]  Is  not  settlement  progressing  fast  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Red 
River,  on  the  American  side  of  the  frontier  ? — Not  in  the  vicinity,  I  think. 
I  stated  awhile  ago  that  I  thought  it  was  at  least  400  or  500  miles  from  the 
last  settlement  to  the  north  of  St.  Paul's,  to  the  first  settlement  at  the  Red 
River. 

92.  Sir  John  Pakington.']  Do  you  mean  that  there  is  no  intervening  settlement 
whatever  in  those  400  or  500  miles  ? — I  believe  there  is  no  intervening  settle- 
ment ;  I  may  overstate  the  distance  a  couple  of  hundred  miles. 

93.  Mr.  Gi'ogan.j  There  are  railways  running  into  St.  Paul's,  are  there  not, 
or  very  near  it? — Within  a  few  miles. 

94.  Are  any  extensions  of  those  lines  contemplated,  in  the  direction  of  the 
Red  River,  which  would  shorten  the  distance  that  way  ? — I  think  the  Americans 
who  are  interested  in  those  roads,  contemplate  their  extension.     I  do  not  know 
anything  about  those  companies,  beyond  the  fact  that  one  year  you  have  no 
railroad  at  all,  and  the  next  year  a  great  many  miles  are  made. 

g5,  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  I  think  you  said  just  now  that  Mr.  Whitney,  who 

had 
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had  surveyed  that  territory,  had  gone  all  the  way  north  there? — Yes;  and  I       j.  Moss,  Esq. 
believe  he  has  been  across  the  continent  there.  

96.  Mr.  AdJcrley.]  What  is  the  nature  of 'the  country  there,  north  of  St.  20  February  1 85 
Paul's  ? — A  very  good  country,  I  believe. 

97.  Is  it  more  or  less  squatted  upon  by  stragglers  beyond  the  settlements? — 
That  is  the  way  the  settlement  is  now  going  on. 

98.  What  is  the  first  point  of  actual  settlement  within  what  you  would  call 
the  squatting  district? — The  latest  information  that  I  have  upon  the  subject  is 
in  a  work  of  Mr.  Oiiphant's,  and  in  conversation  with  a  jientleman  who  went 
across  the  country,  and  I  believe  there  is  no  settlement  at  all.  Mr.  Oliphant 
has  written  a  work  called  "  Minesota  and  the  Far  West,"  giving  an  account  of 
a  trip  which  he  made  from  the  htad  of  Lake  Superior  across  the  country  to 
the  river  ;ibove  St.  Paul's,  and  he  came  down  that  river,  and  so  homeward. 
I  believe  there  are  no  settlements  between  the  most  southerly  point  of  the  Red 
River  Settlement,  and  the  most  northerly  point  of  the  St.  Paul's  Settlement. 
I  believe  there  is  a  space  of  from  400  to  500  miles  without  settlers  ;  there  is 
a  long  extent  of  country  where  there  is  not  even  a  squatter. 

99.  Mr.  Rvebuc/c]  Have  you  any  notion  whether  any  attempt  has  been 
made  to  number  the  Indians  upon  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany ? — There  is  a  work  of  Sir  George  Simpson's  which  I  remember  to  have 
read.  I  think  it  is  called  *'  A  Voyage  round  the  World,"  or  some  such  title 
as  that,  in  which,  1  think,  he  gives  some  account  of  the  numbers  of  the 
Indians  approximately.  That  is  the  only  authority  that  I  have  seen  upon  the 
subject. 

100.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  what  the  numbers  of  the  Indians  are  upon 
that  territory,  which  you  suppose  may  eventually  become  inhabited  from  Canada? 
— No  ;  the  Canadian  Government  has  no  information  upon  the  subject. 

101.  Tlien  you  have  no  grounds  for  an  opinion  as  to  the  danger  arising 
from  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  those  Indians  ? — I  know  that  there  are  large 
numbers  of  Indians  within  the  territory,  from  the  statement  of  Sir  George 
Simpson,  for  instance ;  I  know  it  from  others  who  were  born  on  the  territory, 
and  have  grown  up  in  it,  and  who  have  come  to  this  country  to  be  educated, 
who  say  that  there  are  large  numbers  ;  but  I  would  not  attempt  to  give  to  the 
Committee  a  statement  of  anything  like  the  exact  numbers,  for  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently informed. 

102.  Chairman.]  Is  it  not  the  case  that  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  which  is  valuable  for  the  fur  trade  is  not  the  part  which  is 
properly  adapted  for  settlement,  but  is  rather  a  more  northern  and  a  colder 
part  ? — That  is  our  impression  in  Canada,  but  in  that  we  may  be  wrong. 

103.  Mt.  Blackburn.l  I  think  you  say  that  you  know  no  parties  in  Canada 
wishing  to  settle  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories  ? — There  are  parties  who  wish  to 
get  up  another  North-West  Company. 

104.  An  opposition  company  ?— Some  company  who  will  lead  to  profitable 
speculation.  I  do  not  think  any  person  seriously  desires  to  settle  any  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  territory  at  present. 

105.  Mr.  Gordon.']  The  association  of  which  I  spoke  is  not  a  fur  company  at 
present,  is  it  ? — It  might  be  converted  into  anything. 

1 06.  Lord  Stanley^  Can  you  state  to  what  extent  occupation  has  gone  on 
up  the  Ottawa  River  ? — I  could  send,  I  think,  from  papers  which  I  have  in  my 
possession,  the  last  census  returns  on  the  Ottawa. 

107.  Mv.  Edward  E nice.]  Are  you  aware  that  the  Government  has  offered 
4,000,000  of  acres  on  the  Ottawa  to  any  company  who  will  undertake  a  railway 

there  ? — I  am. 

108.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  How  near  do  the  head  waters  of  the  Ottawa  approach  to 
the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — You  go  north  to  the  watershed, 
I  suppose,  towards  Hudson's  Bay. 

log.  Have  the  boundaries  between  Canada  and  Hudson's  Bay  ever  been 
settled  ? — I  think  not  on  the  west. 

T 10.  That  is  on  the  north?— That  would  be  north-west. 

li!.  Mv.Lowe.]  Has  the  valley  of  the  Ottawa  ever  been  completely  sur- 
veyed ? — The  greater  part  of  it. 

112.  Are  there  not  some  of  the  tributaries  not  yet  surveyed,  or  traced  ? — Yes  ; 
a  great  deal  of  the  valley  has  been  surveyed,  however. 

0.25.  B  113.  Is 
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J.  Ross,  Esq.  1 , 3_  Is  tbe  valley  at  all  completely  settled  ? — It  is  not. 

";;  114.  A  very  small  portion  of  it?  — A  considerable  portion  of  it;  it  is   merely 

220  February  1857.  ^  narrow  strip  of  settlement  so  far  as  the  north  shore  of  the   Ottawa  is   con- 
cerned. 

]  15.  Do  you  think  that  persons  will  be  likely  to  go  on,  and  settle  on  the  Red 
River,  till  the  good  land  on  the  shores  of  the  Ottawa  is  taken  up? — I  think  not, 
from  my  own  experience. 

1 16.  INIr.  Roebuck.]  Does  that  arise  from  experience  of  the  United  States  r — 
I  speak  from  what  I  think  are  the  dispositions  of  the  Canadian  people. 

1 17.  I  am  speaking  now  of  emigrants  ? — I  tiiink  that  emigrants  would  prefer 
getting  good  and  cheap  land  as  near  the  great  lines  of  communication  as 
possible. 

1x8.  Is  that  the  case  in  America? — I  think  so. 

1 1  q.  Would  you  say  that  that  is  the  case  in  the  United  States,  that  large 
territories  have  not  been  colonised,  when  very  large  poriions  of  very  fertile  land 
lying  intermediately  have'remained  uncolonised  for  a  long  time  ? — I  know  that 
it  has  so  happened,  but-they  have  always  a  starting  point ;  they  have  always  a 
settlement  adjacent  to  them. 

]  -20.   Is  that  true  ? — I  think  so  as  a  rule. 

121.  I  point  out  Oregon? — I  told  you  that  they  went  there  in  ships  ;  they 
had  communication  in  that  way. 

122.  They  had  no  place  lying  near  Oregon? — They  have  now  California  to 
the  south  of  them  ;  but  the  settlement  of  Oregon  first  began  from  sea ;  there 
was  an  occasional  pilgrimage  across  the  country,  at  intervals  of  long  years,  of  a 
few  people ;  but  it  began  by  sea,  and  it  chiefly  goes  on  in  that  way  now ;  they 
go  across  the  country  now  in  part  to  California,  and  partly  by  sea;  from 
California  they  go  northwards  in  ships  and  steamers. 

123.  Mr.  KiiDiaird.]  I  gather  from  your  evidence  that  you  think  that  what 
is  taking  place  in  the  United  States  is  no  guide  for  what  would  take  place  in 
Canada ;  do  you  think  there  is  a  difference  of  feeling  altogether  among  the  two 
people?  —  1  believe  they  all  desire  to  get  land  as  fast  as  they  can  on  both 
sides. 

1 24.  Lord  John  Russell.^  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  governing  people  at  a 
great  distance  from  the  seat  of  government  in  Canada,  with  regard  to  police  or 
the  collection  of  taxes? — No;  if  land  be  laid  out  in  tov\nships  for  settlement 
under  the  authority  of  the  Government,  it  is  included  in  the  adjacent  county, 
and  it  comes  within  the  municipal  regulations  of  the  county  within  which  it  is 
included. 

125.  Chairman.]  But  I  believe  you  stated  that  you  thought  a  settlement  at 
so  great  a  distance  :is  the  Red  River  is  from  Canada  would  be,  at  present  at 
least,  an  inconvenient  adjunct  to  the  province  of  Canada  ?  —Yes. 

J  26.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Until  a  road  and  railway  were  made  ? — Yes,  until  means 
of  communication  are  opened  up.  I  think  if  the  Canadian  Government  desired 
to  settle  any  part  of  the  country  \\est  of  Lake  Superior,  and  desired  to  bring 
the  Red  River  Settlement  under  their  control,  they  would  first  begin  by  cutting 
a  broad  road  through  some  good  land  next  Lake  Superior,  and  laying  off  allot- 
ments of  land,  and  promoting  tlie  occupation  in  that  way. 

127.  Chairman.]  You  think  that  accessibility  should  first  be  established,  and 
that  then  annexation  might  follow? — Yes. 

128.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Do  you  say  that  accessibility  alone  would  be  sufficient, 
or  accessibility  and  the  annexation  of  the  colony  ? — 1  think  it  desirable  to  have 
access  first,  and  afterwards  the  annexation  of  the  colony. 

i2g.  Is  it  not  practically  found  that  a  population  consisting,  as  that  of  the 
Red  River  Settlement  does,  of  a  very  great  proportion  of  half-breeds  and 
Indians,  is  more  difficult  to  govern  than  one  consisting  entirely  of  whites  r — I 
think  so  ;  all  hall-breeds  are  difficult  to  govern.  I  speak  now  particularly  of 
the  ditficulties  which  they  created  in  connection  with  the  mining  licences. 

130.  You  think  a  half-breed  population  is  more  difficult  to  govern  than  a 
white  one  ? — I  think  it  is  less  governed  by  those  rules  of  order  and  that  sense  of 
propriety  which  prevail  in  a  white  population. 

131.  Then  that  fact  would  increase  the  difficulty  of  governing  the  Red  River 
Settlement  ? — I  think  it  would. 

132.  Mr. 
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132.  Mr.  Edivard  Ellice.']  Do  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  govern  the      J.  Ross,  Esq. 

Red  River  Settlement,  from  the  head  seat  of  government  in  Canada,  until  there        

were  good  communications  made  between  those  two  parts  of  the  country? — I  20  February  1857. 
think  it  would  be  possible,  but  very  inconvenient,   and  that  the  country  would 

not  be  well  governed. 

133.  Are  you  aware  that  for  seven  or  eight  months  in  the  year  it  wouid  be 
impossible  to  communicate  from  Toronto  with  the  Red  River,  except  through 
the  United  States- — I  think  it  would  be  impossible,  or  nearly  so,  at  present. 

134.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  do  not  mean  that  mails  could  not  be  sent  1 — I  think 
it  would  be  almosj  impossible  to  send  mails  in  the  present  state  of  the  commu- 
nications. 

1  35.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Could  not  the  country  govern  itself?—!  dare  say  it  could. 

136.  Do  not  they  do  it  in  the  United  States  ? — Not  in  small  communities. 

137.  Take  a  territo;y;  do  not  they  immediately  form  a  government? — 
When  a  territorial  government  is  authorised  they  immediately  form  that  govern- 
ment. 

138.  Could  not  that  be  done  in  the  Red  River  Settlement? — I  dare  say  it 
could. 

139.  Chauman.  ]  Do  you  know  what  the  rules  are  upon  the  subject  ? — There 
is  a  law  of  Congress  of  the  United  States  fixing  it. 

140.  Mr.  JEdward  Eliice.]  What  effect  do  you  suppose  would  be  produced 
upon  the  Indian  population  by  forming  the  Red  River  Settlement  into  a 
separate  territory  for  government  under  its  present  circumstances? — I  think 
experience  has  shown  that  in  the  United  States,  wherever  these  governments 
have  been  formed,  they  have  come  into  collision  with  the  Indians  on  their 
borders, 

141.  Are  you  aware  of  the  war  which  is  at  present  going  on  in  the  Oregon 
territory  ? — I  know  from  the  newspapers  that  there  is  a  war  going  on  there,  and 
that  it  has  been  going  on  for  some  time. 

142.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  Will  you  explain  your  answer  as  to  the  impossibility  of 
communication  with  the  Red  River  for  several  months  in  the  year  except  through 
the  United  States  ? — There  are  points  of  settlement  along  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Huron,  extending  up  to  Garden  River,  and  so  on,  up  to  St.  Mary.  During 
a  great  part  of  the  year  the  mails  are  carried  from  Penetanguishine  across  the 
ice  to  tiie  different  points  where  they  are  desired  to  be  left. 

143.  On  Lake  Huron  ? — On  Lake  Huron;  that  is  the  only  way  in  which  the 
mails  are  carried  during  winter  ;  very  often  the  ice  is  in  such  a  dangerous  state 
that  the  crossing  may  not  be  made  for  a  month ;  the  Bruce  mine  is  another 
point,  and  the  Island  of  St.  Joseph's  another,  and  there  are  other  large  islands 
lying  adjacent  to  the  north  coast  of  Lake  Huron  and  so  up  to  St.  Mary's  Falls 
at  the  foot  of  Lake  Superidr.  When  you  take  into  consideration  the  great 
depth  of  the  snow,  the  thinness  of  the  settlements,  and  the  fact  that  you  have 
to  carry  the  mails  on  foot  across  the  ice,  I  think  till  you  really  carry  the 
settlement  into  the  valley  to  the  north  of  Lake  Superior,  you  are  completely  cut 
off  from  communication  through  Canada  with  the  Red  Riv^er  during  the  winter 
months. 

144.  What  was  the  route  through  the  United  States  which  you  indicated  as 
possible? — Round  by  St.  Paul's,  and  from  St.  Paul's  to  the  Red  River. 

-  14,5.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  There  is  no  difficulty,  then,  in,  your  view  in  settling  the 
north  shore  of  Lake  Huron  or  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior  ?— Judging  from 
the  reports  which  we  have  had  during  the  last  18  months  from  our  surveyors, 
there  is  no  difficulty. 

146.  So  that  if  settlement  went  on  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  opening  the 
Red  River? — If  settlement  went  on  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  as  far  as  I  am 
informed,  in  setthng  the  Red  River. 

147.  Then  the  idea  which  some  people  have  got  into  their  heads  of  an  impass- 
able morass  between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  is  in  your  opinion  incor- 
rect ? — That  it  is  impassable  i»,  I  think,  incorrect.  I  have  been  told  by  those 
who  have  travelled  across  the  country  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  swamp  there ; 
I  beheve  there  is  more  broken  and  bad  land  than  good  lying  in  that  country 
between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  Settlement. 

148.  But  you  think  it  possible  to  run  a  railway  there  ?— Quite. 

149.  Mr.  Edward  Eliice.]  What  is  the  distance,  do  you  think,  in  miles,  from 
0.25.  B  2  the 
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J.  Ross,  Esq.       the  western  portion  of  the  Ottawa  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  near  the  country 

that  you  have  been  talking  of,  where  a  railway  may  be  run  ;  is  it  1,000  miles  ? — • 

20  Tebruary  1857.   It  is  about  800  I  should  think. 

150.  Mr.  Bell]  What  is  the  distance  from  the  most  distant  point  of  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — In  round  numbers,  1,000  miles  from  the 
Sault  St.  Mary. 

151.  M-Y.  Roebuck.]  What  is  the  extent  of  your  contemplated  railway,  from 
the  point  to  which  you  have  now  obtained  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  the  point 
which  you  contemplate  eventually? — We  desire  to  have  it  carried  across  the 
continent,  believing  that  it  will  be  for  the  interests  both  of  thp  Imperial  and  of 
the  Canadian  Government;  and  we  think  that  the  trade  with  China  and  India 
might  be  drawn  over  that  line  of  communication.  Perhaps  it  is  taking  rather  a 
long  flis-ht. 

1.52.  You  contemplate,  then,  going  across  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  Van- 
couver's Island? — Yes,  we  hope  to  see  it  extended  there  in  time. 

153.  How  far  is  it  from  the  head  of  your  present  railway  concession,  if  I 
may  use  that  term,  to  the  Red  River?— It  is  upwards  of  1,200  miles,  I  should 
think. 

154.  Then  the  railway  to  get  to  the  Red  River  would  pass  to  the  north  of 
Lake  Huron  and  the  north  of  Lake  Superior  ? — Yes. 

155.  And  you  think  it  perfectly  feasible? — As  at  present  informed,  I  do. 

156.  'M.r.Gordun.]  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  banks  of  the  Saguenay  are 
extremely  precipitous  and  inaccessible,  and  that  that  is  one  of  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  having  a  prosperous  settlement  there  1 — The  banks  are  very  pre- 
cipitous ;  but  I  was  speaking  of  those  parts  which  are  cultivated. 

157.  The  valleys? — The  valleys. 


Lunce,  23°  die  Februarii,  1857- 
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The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE,  in  the  Chair. 


Lieutenant- Colonel  John  Henry  Lefroy,  Royal  Artillery,  called  in ; 

and  Examined. 

Lieut-Colonel  158.  Chairman.]  I  believe  you  are  connected  with  the  War  Department? — 

J.  H.  Lejroy,  r.  a.  J  am ;  I  am  Inspector- general  of  Army  Schools. 

159.  Have  you   had   occasion   to    become    acquainted   with    British  North 

12, 1  ebruary  1857.  America? — I  resided  11  years  in  North  America,  and  passed  nearly  two  years 
in  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

iGo.  In  what  capacity  did  you  visit  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany ? — I  was  employed  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Royal  Society  to 
make  magnetical  observations  over  the  whole  of  the  accessible  portion  of  their 
territory. 

161.  In  the  performance  of  that  task  did  you  travel  very  much  over  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  visited  almost  the  entire  region ; 
every  place  of  any  consequence  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

162.  Did 
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162.  Did  you  go    at  all  to  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ?— Not      Lieut-Colonel 

at  all.  ,  .  .  J.H.Lefroy,Vi.A. 

163.  The  Committee  will  be  glad  to  hear  your  opinion  of  the  physical  state  

of  that  country  with  reference  to  the  capacity  for  cultivation  and  settlement  ? —  23  February  1857. 
The  general  opinion  which  I  was  led  to  form  was,  that  agricultural  settlement 
can  make  but  very  slender  progress  in  any  portion  of  that  region. 

164.  Did  you  visit  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — I  did. 

16.5.  Is  not  that  a  part  of  the  country  very  well  adapted  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses?— Tlie  Red  River  Settlement  is  pretty  well  adapted  for  them,  although  it 
does  not  bear  comparison  with  the  best  parts  of  the  British  American  colonies  ; 
but  it  forms  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  whole  region. 

166.  Do  you  mean  to  apply  the  observation  which  you  have  made  lo  the 
country  generally  that  borders  upon  the  limits  of  Canada  at.  present  ? — I  should 
apply  it  particularly  to  tl)at  country,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes.  As  we  pro- 
ceed to  the  interior,  we  do  come  to  a  region  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Rainy 
Lake,  and  between  the  Rainy  Lake  and  the  Lake  ot  the  Woods,  which  seems  to 
me  to  possess  agricultural  facilities.  It  seems  to  have  the  conditions  of  soil  and 
climate  not  much  more  unfavourable,  perhaps  not  more  unfavourable,  than  in 
many  parts  of  Lower  Canada. 

167.  When  you  say  that  you  think  that,  generally  speaking,  there  is  not  much 
land  contained  in  the  territories  to  the  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  beyond  the 
borders  ot  Canada,  which  is  calculated  for  settlement  and  cultivation,  do  you  say 
that  chiefly  on  account  of  the  nature  of  the  soil,  or  on  account  of  the  nature  of 
the  climate  ?—  On  account  of  both  causes.  With  regard'to  the  nature  of  the 
soil,  a  very  large  portion  of  the  region  is  primitive  in  geological  formation, 
almost  entirely  denuded  of  soil.  The  frosts  are  so  intense,  that  over  a  very 
large  portion  the  soil  is  permanently  frozen.  The  seasons  are  so  short  and  so 
uncertain,  that  crops  are  liable  to  be  cut  off  by  unseasonable  frosts  at  periods 
that  make  it  almost  impossible  for  the  husbandman  to  reckon  with  any  certainty 
on  a  return. 

168.  Do  you  know  the  Saskatchewan  district  r — I  have  been  once  up  and  once 
down  the  River  of  Saskatchewan. 

169.  Is  there  no  land  in  that  district  which  you  think  would  be  susceptible 
of  cultivation  and  fit  for  settlement? — Undoubtedly  there  is  such  land  in  that 
district,  and  it  is  along  that  district,  and  a  little  to  the  nortli  and  south  of  it,  that 
the  agricultural  land  is  to  be  found.  Cultivation  has  actually  been  tried  with 
some  success  at  Fort  Cumberland,  on  the  Saskatchewan  ;  wheat  has  grown  there, 
with  uncertainty,  however,  from  the  cause  I  alluded  to  just  now,  but  still  sufii- 
ciently  to  add  greatly  to  the  comforts  of  the  residents  of  the  district. 

1 70.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country  which  belongs  to  the  United  States 
to  the  south  of  the  border  between  the  two  countries  ? — I  am  not. 

171.  Lord  Stanley.']  You  spoke  of  an  attempt  at  cultivation  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Fort  Cumberland.  The  settlement  at  Fort  Cumberland,  1  believe,  was 
not  made  for  any  purpose  of  colonisation,  but  simply  as  a  trading  post? — 
Entirely  so ;  but  there  was  a  small  attempt  at  settlement  on  a  spot  immediately 
adjoining,  called  on  the  maps  the  Basquiau  River,  but  commonly  called  in  the 
country  the  Pas ;  a  settlement  of  civilised  or  christianised  Indians  has  been 
formed  there  for  the  last  10  or  12  years,  and  they  have  succeeded,  in  some  degree, 
in  cultivating  the  ground. 

172.  Do  you  know  what  crops  arise  there? — They  grow  wheat,  barley, 
potatoes,  and  various  vegetables. 

173.  Mr.  Roebuck. 1  Do  they  grow  any  Indian  corn? — No.  I  believe  that 
Indian  corn  will  not  ripen  except  by  matter  of  accident  in  that  region. 

174.  Mr.  Grogan.]  With  regard  to  the  wheat,  was  it  a  crop  that  could  be 
depended  upon  at  all  ? — I  am  inchned  to  think  not,  but  I  do  not  speak  with 
much  confidence. 

175.  Or  the  potatoes? — The  potatoes  could  be  depended  upon,  I  believe. 
I  never  heard  that  they  had  had  any  disease.  In  all  instances  in  which  these 
crops  grow  the  returns  are  exceedingly  small. 

176.  Will  they  ripen? -Yes,  but  you  do  not  get  the  same  crop  in  proportion 
as  you  do  in  more  genial  countries. 

177.  Do  oats  grow  there  ? — I  never  heard  of  their  being  tried,  but  they  would, 

no  doubt. 

178.  Mr.  Roebuck.l  Donot  oats  grow  more  northerly  than  wheat? -Certainly. 

0.25.  B3  179-  It 
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Lieut.-Colonel 
J.  H.Lefroy,^.\. 

23  February  1857, 


179.  If  wheat  would  grow  there  oats  would  grow  there? — According  to  the 
best  data  we  have,  which  are  very  imperfect,  wheat  will  grow  where  the  mean 
summer  temperature  gets  up  to  59°,  and  Fort  Cumberland  is  pretty  near  the  limit 
of  that. 

180.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Do  you  mean  that  it  will  ripea? — Yes. 

i8i.  Mr.  Bell.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  statement  of  Sir  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  that  he  saw  on  the  Elk  River  a  kitchen  garden  as  fine  as  any  in 
the  world  ?  —I  do  not  remember  that  particular  statement,  but  I  dare  say  it  is 
true. 

I  82.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  is  correct  ? — Yes  ;  most  vegetables,  or  any- 
thing requiring  a  short  summer,  will  grow  there  very  well.  The  summer,  while 
it  la-ts,  is  a  very  genial  one,  although  there  happen  in  it  frosts  ;  but  if  a  little 
care  is  taken  in  covering  the  things  over  they  grow  very  well.  I  have  seen  near 
Norway  House,  at  the  top  of  Lake  Winnipee;,  rhubarb,  peas,  cabbages,  and  many 
other  vegetables  growing  with  success. 

183.  Mr.  Grogan.]  But  it  would  be  impossible  to  cover  in  the  crops  on  a 
large  scale  ? — Quite  so. 

1  84.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  When  does  the  winter  begin  upon  the  Saskatchewan  River? 
— The  Committee  could  get  very  accurate  data  upon  that  subject  by  calling  for 
a  return  of  the  dates  at  which  the  traders  at  each  post  leave  their  district  with 
their  boats,  because  they  invariably  do  that  the  moment  the  ice  in  the  river 
breaks  up  ;  and  it  is  hardly  fair  to  consider  that  the  spring  begins  till  that  time ; 
as  to  the  winter,  the  weather  gets  very  cold,  I  believe,  and  such  as  to  occasion 
hard  frost?,  early  in  October,  but  the  region  is  very  large. 

185.  I  pointed  your  attention  to  the  Saskatchewan  River;  when  does  the 
winter  begin  there  ? — I  am  unable  to  answer  that  question. 

i86.  Then  you  do  not  know  when  the  winter  ends  there? — I  can  only  speak 
from  general  impressions,  but  not  with  statistical  accuracy  ;  the  winter,  speaking 
roundly,  may  be  considered,  upon  the  Saskatchewan  River,  to  last  from  October 
to  April,  both  months  inclusive. 

1  87.  Then  summer,  beginning  in  April,  begins  earlier  than  it  does  in  Canada  ? 
— There  is  an  intermediate  season  between  winter  and  summer,  namely, 
spring. 

J  88.  Spring  begins  earlier  than  it  does  in  Canada  if  it  begins  in  April  ? — Am 
I  to  speak  of  Eastern  Canada  or  of  Western  Canada?  I  shall  have  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  preparing  myself  to  give  the  most  accurate  information  I  can  upon 
this  point  on  another  occasion.  I  cannot  state  any  precise  data,  but  can  only 
speak  in  a  general  way. 

189.  Lord  Stanleij.]  From  your  experience  of  Canada,  and  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  territory,  have  you  formed  any  opinion  respecting  that  which  is  said  by 
many  persons  to  exist,  namely,  a  gradual  amelioration  of  the  climate? — 
I  have  met  with  no  facts  which  give  me  any  such  impression,  nor  should  I 
credit  it. 

190.  In  your  opinion,  taking  the  country  which  you  refer  to  as  the  most 
favourable  part  for  cultivation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  namely,  that 
between  the  Rainy  Lake  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  is  there  anything  in  that 
country  which  woul  I  be  likelv  to  attract  settlers  who  have  the  unsettled  lands 
of  Canada  at  present  open  ;  —There  are  always  a  class  of  adventurers  who  will 
pu^h  to  the  most  remote  region  wherever  it  is,  b.it  if  they  were  acquainted  with 
the  relative  advantages  of  the  two  positions  I  do  not  think  they  would  choose  the 
former. 

191.  Lord  John  Russell]  With  regard  to  any  settlement  that  you  are 
acquainted  with,  who  are  the  class  of  people  that  go  and  make  settlements ; 
are  they  from  Canada,  or  are  ihey  from  the  United  States  ;  take  the  Red  River 
Settlement  and  others  ? — The  Red  River  Settlement  is,  I  believe,  composed  almost 
entirely  of  persons  sent  out  by  Lord  Selkirk  about  35  years  ago.  The  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  did  not,  within  my  information,  add  to  the  settlement,  except  by 
the  importation  of  a  limited  number,  I  think  about  20  families,  from  Lincolnshire, 
perhaps  20  years  ago;  I  think  it  was  about  the  year  1838;  the  rest  of  the 
population  is  made  up  of  half-breeds  and  French  Canadians,  who  have  straggled 
there  from  all  directions.  The  purely  English  element  is  not  very  large.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  tyompany  make  little  use  of  l']nglish  labour  ;  they  make  use  of 
Scotch  and  Orkney  labour,  and  there  are  a  good  many  Scotch  and  Orkney  men 
there. 

192*  Is 
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192.  Is  there  any  part  of  the  territory  that  you  are  acquainted  with  to  which       Lieut-Cdonel 
persons  who  go  to  the  far  West  from  the  United  States  seem  desirous  to  go  f  J.  H.Lefroy,v..  a. 
— I  think  not ;  the  difficulty  of  access  is  so  very  great  that  it  never  lias  attracted       — — ■  '  ■■■ 
emigration,  I  think,  from  any  quarter;  it  had  not  done  so  down  to  the  time  23 February  1857. 
that  I  speak  of,  from  the  south. 

193.  Vou  have  not  since  heard  that  there  is  any  great  desire  to  settle  in 
those  districts  either  from  Canada  or  from  the  United  States?— I  know  that 
there  are  n>any  persons  in  Canada  who  have  a  strong  iitipression  that  it  is  a 
productive  region  for  settlement ;  I  do  not  think  anything  that  can  be  called  a 
pressure  in  that  direction  exists. 

194.  Mr.  Roebuck.}  Do  you  know  the  United  States  territory  in  Minesota  at 
all  ? — I  do  not. 

195.  That  is  just  south  of  the  line  running  between  the  two  territories  r — 
Yes. 

196.  And  it  is  about,  I  think,  the  latitude  of  Quebec  ;  directing  your  aiten- 
tion  to  that  line,  you  see  there  a  river  called  the  Ked  River  ? — Yes. 

197.  Do  you  know  that  at  all? — I  know  the  Red  River  running  into  Lake 
Winnipeg,  but  not  the  Red  River  running  into  the  Missouri. 

198.  I  speak  of  the  Red  River  running  into  Lake  Winnipeg ;  looking  at  that 
river  running  out  of  Minesota  into  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, do  you  know  whether,  on  the  northern  parts  of  that  river,  the  banks  are 
habitable,  or  not  ? — The  Red  River  Settlement  occupies,  in  a  straggling  manner, 
about  50  miles  of  the  course  of  the  Red  River  itself,  and  a  portion  of  that 
ground  is  under  cultivation  ;  not  very  much,  because  the  habits  ot  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  population  of  the  country  are  opposed  to  regular  industry. 

199.  It  being  under  the  command  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  does  not 
the  Company  rather  favour  hunting  than  cultivation  ? — At  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment 1  think  the  Company  favours  cultivation,  because  unfortunately  thebuHaloes 
swarm  in  the  surrounding  regions,  and  the  great  difficulty  is  to  keep  the  people 
to  steady  habits  of  industry,  and  to  induce  them  to  refrain  from  hunting  them. 

200.  Buffaloes,  you  say,  swarm  ? — Yes,  at  certain  seasons. 

201 .  Upon  what  do  they  live  ? — Upon  the  herbage  of  the  plains. 

202.  Where  that  herbage  is,  is  not  the  land  fertile? — Undoubtedly  where 
that  herbage  is  other  things  might  be  grown,  as  we  find  at  the  Red  River  Set- 
tlement itself,  until  you  get  to  a  certain  distance  to  the  westward,  where  I  have 
reason  to  think  but  little  rain  falls  ;  that  is  one  way  in  which  I  account  for  the 
physical  fact  of  ils  being  a  prairie,  and  tlfere  the  soil  is,  as  far  us  my  observa- 
tion goes,  not  very  favourable  to  cultivation  ;  it  is  generally  along  the  banks  of 
the  river  limestone  or  gravel;  there  is  very  little  alluvial  soil  at  the  surface; 
there  is  no  depth  of  alluvial  soil  anywhere  that  I  saw. 

203.  You  say  limestone  is  there? — Yes. 

204.  Is  it  not  a  remarkable  fact,  established  by  all  experience,  that  wherever 
limestone  is,  cultivation  is  possible  ? — I  believe  so  ;  it  is  a  most  favourable 
district. 

205.  You  say  that  the  geological  condition  of  the  country  is  primitive? — Not 
there. 

206.  But  by  the  Saskatchewan  River  ? — To  the  eastward  of  Lake  Winnipeg 
and  along  the  line  of  descent  to  Canada  on  the  north  side,  and  northwards 
again  through  the  line  that  I  travelled,  except  the  Peace  River,  where  we  come 
to  the  secondary  formation,  the  general  character  of  the  region,  I  should  say, 
without  giving  myself  authority  as  a  geologist,  is  primitive. 

207.  Is  not  that  the  case  with  Lower  Canada  generally  ?— On  the  north  shore 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  but  not  the  south ;  but  there  you  have  very  little  culti- 
vation ;  the  north  shore  of  the  St.  Lawrence  below  Quebec  is  a  primitive  region. 

208.  Above  Quebec? — P think  not;  but  1  speak  with  deference  there. 

209.  Are  you  at  ail  aware  of  a  publication,  by  Mr.  Isbester,  of  the  geology 
of  that  country  ? — I  have  never  seen  it. 

210.  While  you  were  there  had  you  occasion  to  see  much  of  the  Indians  r — 
I  took  a  great  interest  in  the  Indians,  and  I  took  what  opportunities  were  given 
me  of  inquiring  into  their  condition,  and  of  seeing  them,  but  my  scientific 
duties  left  me  very  little  leisure  for  anything  else. 

211.  What  were  your  scientific  duties  directed  to  ?  —To  terrestrial  magnetism ; 
making  observations  of  the  magnetic  dip,  and  the  magnetic  variation,  and  the 
magnetic  force  of  the  earth  in  that  region. 

0.25.  B  4  212.  Then 
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J  ^^ie/ro'°'u' A        ^^'■^'  Then  if  you  had  not  much  time  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Indians, 

' '_ ':'   '   '  had  you  much  time  to  consider  the  physical  condition  of  the   country  ? — The 

23  February  1857.  physical  condition  of  the  country  meets  one's  eyes  in  all  directions,  whereas 
the  Indians  are  but  rarely  met  with  ;  and  I  did  not  speak  their  language,  and 
did  not  always  have  an  interpreter  with  me,  but  I  used  to  converse  with  the 
residents  at  trie  forts. 

213.  How  do  you  judge  of  the  fertility  of  a  soil  which  is  not  cultivated? — 
By  those  portions  which  are  cultivated  ;  by  the  known  facts  of  science  affecting 
cultivation,  and  by  the  proportion  of  alluvial  soil  visible  at  the  surface. 

'-'  14.  Over  that  territory  did  you  find  large  woods  ? — 1  have  placed  before  the 
Chairman  a  map  on  which  the  region  of  prairie  is  indicated  by  a  green  tint ; 
north  and  east  of  that  region  there  are  woods. 

215.  All  to  the  north  of  Lake  Superior  is  woody  country  ? — Until  you  get  to 
a  very  considerable  distance  north;  but  I  beg  to  say  that  the  wood  in  that 
country,  the  pine,  which  is  the  most  prevalent  wood,  will  grow  in  any  crevice 
in  which  there  is  any  moisture,  and  I  have  seen  pines  of  large  size  growing  on 
a  granite  rock  as  hard  as  this  t;ible,  simply  by  the  moisture  which  was  found 
in  the  crevices.  You  cannot  infer  that  that  is  a  soil  fitted  for  agricultural  purposes 
from  the  fact  of  there  being  wood. 

216.  Not  from  the  fact  of  there  being  pine-wood,  but  if  otiier  hard  wood 
grows  you  may  do  so  ? — Yes ;  those  woods  having  a  tap-root,  but  a  great  num- 
ber have  not. 

217.  Is  not  that  the  mode  by  which  people  who  explore  a  country  for  agri- 
cultural purposes  determine  the  capability  of  the  country  for  agriculture,  namely, 
from  the  wood  upon  it ;  in  America,  I  mean? — ^It  is  one  of  the  modes  ;  it  is  a 
superficial  one. 

218.  Where  you  find  large  quantities  of  trees  of  five  feet  in  diameter,  and 
large  beech  trees,  would  you  not  at  once  say  that  that  is  a  cultivable  soil  ? — > 
Unquestionably  ;  but  there  is  not  a  tree  of  any  description  five  feet  in  diameter 
in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rocky  iMountains  ;  the 
largest  pines,  which  are  the  largest  trees  there,  seldom  exceed  three  feet  in 
diameter. 

219.  Supposing  there  were  trees  of  three  feet  in  diameter,  would  you  not  say 
the  soil  was  good  ? — Yes.  I  have  seen  that  in  islands  possessing  a  depth  of 
alluvial  soil  brought  down  by  floods.  The  island  on  which  Fort  Simpson,  on 
the  Mackenzie  River,  is  built,  is  of  that  description ;  and  very  fine  timber  is  to 
be  found  there. 

220.  You  say  that  you  have  not  seen  any  evidence  that  the  climate  has 
ameliorated? — I  have  seen  none. 

221.  Are  you  at  all  aware  historically  of  the  state  of  Europe  in  centuries 
past  ? — Yes ;  I  am  aware  that  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  the  climate  of 
Europe  in  former  times,  before  cultivation  was  so  general,  was  colder  than  it  is 
now  ;  the  winters  were  colder.  Having  given  considerable  attention  to  that 
subject,  I  may  state  generally  that  the  result  of  my  inquiries  leads  me  to  this 
conclusion,  that  the  effect  of  cultivation  anywhere  in  America  is  to  diminish 
the  extremes  of  temperature  both  in  summer  and  in  winter,  but  to  leave  the 
mean  annual  temperature  not  much  affected  by  it.  Meteorological  observa- 
tions were  commenced  at  Toronto,  in  Canada,  in  1840.  I  was  myself  engaged 
with  them  about  11  years;  and  I  of  course  had  experience  of  a  great  variety  of 
hot  winters  and  cold  winters,  and  summers  also.  Since  I  left  it,  which  was  in 
the  year  1853,  they  have  had  extremes  in  both  directions  that  fall  far  without 
the  limits  of  my  observation  ;  they  have  had  three  winters  of  such  severity  as 
I  never  encountered  in  all  that  period,  and  they  have  had  hotter  summers;  it 
therefore  shows  that  conclusions  based  on  data  not  derived  from  observations 
over  a  long  series  of  years,  comparable  and  accurate  ones,  are  very  likely  to 
deceive  us. 

222.  The  sensations  of  a  man  are  very  misleading;  but  supposing,  for  example, 
that  formerly  the  territory  bore  reindeer,  and  that  the  rivers  of  that  territory 
were  annually  frozen,  and  that  now  reindeer  will  not  live  there  aud  the  rivers 
are  never  annually  frozen,  would  you  not  say  from  those  data  that  the  country 
had  ameliorated  in  climate  ?— I  should  say  so,  if  I  was  acquainted  with  no  other 
facts  ;  but  I  am  acquainted  with  a  fact  with  regard  to  the  habits  of  the  reindeer 

which 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY,     i; 

which  would  render  such  a  conclusion  insecure ;  until  the  year  1 832  the  reindeer      Lieut.-Colonel 

were  in  the  habit  of  migrating  in  enormous  numbers  along  the  west  shore  of  J-  H"  Lefroy,  a,  a. 

Hudson's  Bay,  passing  York  Factory  to  the  south ;  in  that  year  their  numbers 

were  greater  than  usual,  and  a  most  extraordinary  and  wanton  slaughter  of  '^'^  lebruary  1857, 

them  took  place  by  the  Indians  ;  the  Company  were  unable  to  restrain  them  ; 

from  that  day  to  this,  according  to  the  best  of  ray  information,  the  reindeer 

have  never  been  seen  inthat  region,  although  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 

that  there  is  any  change  in  the  climate  or  its  capacity  for  furnishing  them  with 

food. 

•223.  As  you  say  you  have  paid  attention  to  the  state  of  the  climate  in  Europe, 
I  suppose  you  are  perfectly  aware  that  reindeer  used  to  live  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Danube  and  on  the  Rhine  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  the  fact ;  I  had  forgotten 
it  if  I  had  ever  seen  it. 

224.  That  fact  is  adduced  by  Gibbon  as  a  proof  that  the  climate  has  very  much 
amehorated  by  time  ? — Yes. 

225.  The  freezing  of  rivers,  for  example,  is  another  evidence  ;  I  suppose  there 
is  nothing  that  could  contradict  that  ? — T  should  think  not. 

226.  Taking  the  same  circumstances,  namely,  that  Gaul  and  Germany  were 
in  times  past,  very  shortly  after  the  Christian  era,  in  the  same  state  that  Canada 
is  now  ;  having  paid  attention  to  the  climate  of  different  countries,  would  you 
not  concluile  that  the  same  circumstances  occurring  in  Canada  as  have  occurred 
in  Europe,  namely,  the  clearing  of  woods,  and  the  draining  of  morasses,  would 
lead  to  a  great  amelioration  of  the  climate  ?  — There  are  some  circumstances 
which  make  an  essential  difference  in  the  two  problems.  In  the  first  place,  the 
actual  soil  of  Western  Europe  is  deeper,  and  better  suited  to  the  growth  of 
grains  of  every  description  than  the  soil  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  from  my 
knowledge  of  it. 

227.  Is  that  the  case  with  Prussia? — The  district  of  Prussia,  I  believe,  is 
generally  sandy,  but  I  have  not  travelled  there ;  I  speak  of  the  country  in  a 
general  way.  Then  there  is  this  cause  ameliorating  the  climate  of  Western 
Europe,  which  we  feel  in  our  own  islands  particularly,  namely,  the  influence  of 
the  Gulf  Stream.  Our  condition  is  abnormal ;  but  if  you  refer  on  the  map  to 
the  lines  of  equal  temperature,  passing  through  both  continents,  through  America 
and  through  Europe,  you  will  find  that  the  lines  descend,  that  is  to  say,  you  will 
find  the  line  of  equal  temperature,  of  50°  we  will  say,  which  is  the  limit  of  the 
profitable  cultivation  of  barley,  in  much  lower  latitudes  in  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territory  than  you  will  in  Western  Europe. 

228.  I  suppose  the  southern  point  of  Lake  Winnipeg  is  about  the  latitude  of 
some  of  the  finest  countries  in  Europe  ? — I  believe  it  is. 

229.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  actual  physical  condition  of  the  northern 
shore  of  Lake  Superior  r — Merely  from  having  coasted  it  before  the  explorations 
which  have  subsequently  taken  place,— I  mean  those  connected  with  mining 
speculations  ;  therefore  1  had  only  ocular  inspection  from  passing  along  it. 

230.  You  have  not  travelled  on  the  land  there? — No,  except  for  a  very  few 
miles. 

231 .  Have  you  any  evidence  that  there  are  large  morasses  there  which  render 
it  impassable? — Immediately  adjoining  the  shores  there  cannot  be  large 
morasses,  because  the  land  rises  rapidly  ;  there  are  two  terraces  indicating 
changes  of  level  at  former  periods,  and  the  land  rises  rapidly,  and  in  fact  the 
north-west  shore  is  mountainous. 

232.  There  is  a  lake  called  Lake  Nipigon  ?— Yes. 

233.  Does  not  that  fall  into  Lake  Superior  ?~It  drains,  I  beheve,  into  Lake 
Superior ;  I  never  was  there. 

234.  Therefore,  may  we  conclude  that  it  is  higher  than  Lake  Superior  and 
the  land  through  which  it  runs  ? — Of  course. 

235.  If  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior  there  are  not  morasses,  we  may  con- 
elude  that  there  are  not  morasses  between  those  two  points  ?— Hardly  that. 
Morasses  are  to  be  met  with  at  the  highest  points.  In  fact,  it  will  be  found, 
as  a  general  rule,  I  believe,  that  the  districts  which  furnish  the  sources  of 
rivers  are  always  districts  of  morass.  I  could  point  to  three  or  four  instances 
of  that  on  the  map.  Probably,  Honourable  Members  can  find  on  their  maps 
the  River  Savan  ;  the  Dog  Lake  will  be  found  on  the  map  not  far  above  Lake 
Superior.  If  you  follow  the  line  of  boundary  between  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Rainy  Lake,  about  midway  between  the  two  you  come  to  a  very  elevated 
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district,  which  furnishes  the  source  of  rivers  falling  in  both  directions  into 
Hudson's  Bay  and  into  Lake  Superior  and  the  Atlantic.  That  region  is  one. of 
immense  physical  difficulty,  in  consequence  of  morasses,  and  every  trader  knows 
the  Savannah  morass,  the  Prairie  portage,  and  the  great  interruptions  which  he 
has  to  pass,  with  extreme  difficulty,  in  consequence  of  there  being  swamps  at 
what  is  the  height  of  land  of  that  region. 

236.  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  a  scheme  now  in  commencement,  rather 
than  anything  else,  of  carrying  a  railway  along  the  northern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior,  and  e\entually  across  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean?  — 
I  have  seen  proposals  to  that  effect. 

237.  Do  those  plans  contemplate  any  impassable  barrier  on  the  northern  shore 
of  Lake  Superior? — Those  plans  have  always  seemed  to  me  to  be  drawn  on  the 
engineering  principle  of  laying  down  an  air  line,  and  then  assuming  that  capital 
will  cany  you  along  it ;  but  the  physical  difficulties  of  doing  it  would  be 
enormously  great,  and  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  such  an  undertaking  would 
be  conducted  with  any  commercial  advantrige. 

238.  Mr.  Grogini.]  You  spoke  of  the  population  on  the  Red  River  Settlement 
not  being  very  large,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  access.  If  there  were  a  railway 
in  that  direction  capable  of  being  constructed,  would  not  that  difficulty  be 
obviated? — It  would  undoubtedly  ;  but  it  always  appears  to  me,  on  stud3dng  the 
map,  that  the  natural  affinities  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  are  with  the  valley 
of  the  Missouri,  and  that  we  shall  be  going  against  nature  if  we  try  to  force  it 
into  the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

239.  You  consider  that  the  natural  direction  is  to  go  into  the  United  States  ? 
— I  think  so  ;  I  do  not  think  that  tlie  route  bj^  the  St.  Lawrence  can  ever  compete 
commercially  with  the  route  to  the  south. 

240.  You  have  illustrated  your  local  experience  for  a  period  of  12  or  14  years  ; 
you  have  said  that  your  general  observations  in  the  country  were  insufficient  to 
enable  you  to  form  correct  data?— They  were  insufficient  to  obtain  the  fact  of 
the  highest  or  the  lowest  temperature,  or  to  furnish  a  mean  which  was  not  liable 
to  be  disturbed  by  the  observations  of  another  year. 

24! .  Do  any  records  exist  at  the  different  stations  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  whereby  the  increase  or  decrease  of  temperature  can  be  ascertained  ? 
— I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  records  of  that  region  are  exceedingly  slender, 
almost  valueless  in  a  scientific  point  of  view.  Sir  John  Richardson  has  collected 
in  his  last  work  of  travels  the  best  information  he  could  get,  but  the  data  are 
most  scanty. 

242.  In  point  of  fact,  does  the  impression  exist  in  the  country  that  the  climate 
of  that  district  is  ameliorating  ?•  -  I  never  heard  of  it. 

243.  With  regard  to  limestone,  is  the  district  where  the  limestone  prevails  of 
any  extent  ? — The  western  shore  of  Lake  Winnipeg  is  entirely  limestone,  but 
there  is  no  soil  on  it ;  it  has  literally  no  soil  in  many  places  ;  it  is  as  bare  as  your 
hand. 

244.  The  rock  is  on  the  surface  ? — Yes. 

24'i.  The  soil  does  not  cover  the  surface  completely  ? — 1  did  not  explore  with 
sufficient  accuracy  to  give  an  opinion  upon  those  points.  I  must  beg  that  my 
observations  may  be  considered  as  relating  principally  to  the  routes  that  I 
travelled  over.  I  did  not  explore  the  interiors  ;  I  went  over  the  great  routes  of 
communication  only. 

246.  Are  you  able  to  speak  of  vegetation,  whether  it  exists  in  detached  portions 

of  that  district  ? — I  can  speak  more  positively  of  that,  because  I  made  inquiries 

about  it,  the  subject  having  engaged  my  attention.  The  points  where  cultivation 

was  more  carried  on  were  these :  there  was  the  Red  River  Settlement,  where  there 

was  very  considerable  cultivation,  and  Fort  Cumberland,  and  the  Basquiau  River, 

in  the  Saskatchewan  district,  and  Lake  La  Crosse ;  at  Fort  Cumberland  there 

were  about  10  acres  of  ground  under  cultivation  ;  at  Lake  La  Crosse,  a  little  to 

the  north  of  Cumberland  House,  there  were  also  about  10  aci*es  of  ground  under 

cultivation,  yielding  barley ;  at  Lake  Athabasca,  where  I  passed  a  winter,  which 

is  further  north  again,  potatoes  of  a  small  size  could  be  grown,  but  there  had 

been  no  success  in  growing  barley  or  any  cereal  at  all.     At  Fort  Simpson,  on 

Mackenzie's  River,  where  it  turns  to  the  northward,  just  at  the  angle,  on  a  large 

island  of  deep  alluvial  soil,  farming  was  unusually  successful ;  there  were  regular 

crops  of  barley,  regular  cattle,  and  a  very  good  garden.     That  is  in  about  latitude 

62°  1  think  ;  barley  grew  there  very  well  indeed. 

247.  Sir 
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247.  Sir  John  PaJdngton]  Were  you  there  yourself? — I  passed  about  four     Lieut. -Colonel 
months  there  ;  barley  was  even  grown  with  success  ;  that  is  to  say,  sufficiently   •'■  ^-  ^^f>'oy,  b.  a. 
so  to  be  worth  the  labour  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  trader,  and  to  furnish  grain       

to   add  greatly  to  the  means  of  subsistence  of  the  small  family  occupying  a  ^^  'PebmaxY  1857. 
trading  post  at  that  station  ;  they  were  able  to  pick  the  very  best  pieces  of 
ground  to  be  found.   Also  at  Fort  Norman,  in  lat.  64°  3 1^  barley  was  grown,  and 
that  is  the  most  northern  spot  in  America  where  any  gram  has  been  grown. 

248.  Mr.  Grogan.]  "Was  that  the  only  cereal  crop  grown  in  that  locality  ? — 
Yes ;  wheat  would  not  grow  in  either  place ;  but  I  was  told,  I  am  not  sure 
with  what  authority,  that  wheat  had  been  grown  about  every  third  year,  it 
being,  in  the  intermediate  yeavs,  cut  off,  at  Fort  Liard,  not  far  to  the  south  of 
Fort  Simpson. 

249.  Was  there  any  peculiar  geological  formation  in  that  locality  which 
conduced  to  the  growth  of  the  barley  there,  so  much  more  northward  than  at 
Fort  Cumberland  ? — At  Fort  Liard  it  is  the  tail  of  the  prairies  ;  there  is  a  long 
high  belt  of  prairie  land  which  runs  as  far  as  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of  that  spot ;  it  is  immediately  under  the  shelter  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
the  climate  is  undoubtedly,  as  you  approach  the  Pacific,  much  milder  than  it  is 
to  the  eastward. 

250.  What  distance  would  you  say  that  Fort  Simpson  is  from  the  Pacific 
or  from  the  sea  coast  ? — I  think  it  is  about  500  miles  ;  I  am  not  quite  sure. 

2.'5i.  Mr.  Charles  FitzwiUiam.~\  Do  you  mean  in  a  direct  line,  or  to  some 
particular  point  r  — In  a  direct  line.  I  think  I  made  out  that  it  was  500  miles 
from  Sitka,  which  is  the  point  where  observations  were  made  at  the  time  that  I 
was  there ;  and  therefore  I  had  occasion  to  ascertain  the  distance  from  one 
point  to  another  ;  but  I  speak  from  memory,  and  may  not  be  accurate. 

252.  Mr.  Grogan?^  Do  you  consider  that  the  difference  of  distance  from  the 
sea  coast  of  Fort  Simpson  and  Fort  Cumberland  was  sufficient  to  account  for 
that  change  ? — It  is  one  of  the  facts  which  go  a  long  way  towards  accounting 
for  it. 

253.  You  mentioned  that  at  Fort  Simpson  they  were  able  to  grow  cereal 
crops,  which  at  Fort  Cumberland  and  the  Red  River  Settlement  were  of  so 
uncertain  a  nature  that  they  could  hardly  be  relied  upon  ? — I  did  not  intend  to 
say  so  much  as  that.  At  Fort  Cumberland  and  the  Red  River  Settlement  they 
grow  wheat,  which  they  do  not  at  Fort  Simpson  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  com- 
parative uncertainty  of  the  crops  in  the  two  places,  I  do  not  think  I  said  any- 
thing. I  suppose  the  crops  are  much  less  uncertain  at  the  Red  River  than 
they  are  at  Fort  Simpson  ;  but  the  cultivable  portion  of  the  soil  at  the  latter  place 
was  confined  to  the  island  of  which  I  have  spoken ;  on  the  mainland,  on  either 
side,  you  get  into  a  morass,  which  could  certainly  not  have  been  cultivated. 

254.  Then  you  imagine  that  the  island  is  the  peculiarity  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  due  to 
the  depth  of  alluvial  soil  upon  an  island,  and  to  its  being  pretty  well  sheltered 
by  large  woods,  which  that  soil  enables  to  grow. 

255.  Mr.  Gordon.^  In  traversing  the  course  of  the  Saskatchewan  had  you 
an  opportunity  of  making  any  observations  upon  its  mineral  resources  .' — Very 
slight.  I  ascertained  that  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  Edmonton,  one  of  the  forts 
most  to  the  eastward,  coal  is  to  be  found,  and  workable  coal,  because  it  was 
used  by  the  blacksmith  for  his  forge ;  but  I  do  not  think  in  any  great 
quantity. 

256.  Did  you  observe  over  what  length  of  tract  of  country  that  coal 
extended  ? — It  probably  extends  to  a  considerable  region,  because  it  is  found 
again  in  one  of  the  feeders  of  the  Peace  River,  near  Dunvegan. 

257.  You  believe  those  to  be  portions  of  the  same  tract  r— There  is  no  doubt 
of  it,  1  think. 

2,58.  Are  you  acquainted  with  both  branches  of  the  Saskatchewan? — Not 
the  south. 

259.  Mr.  jRoebuck.]  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  length  of  the  winter  at  St. 
Petersburgh  ?— No  ;  I  cannot  speak  with  any  assurance  upon  that  subject. 

260.  In  the  Baltic  generally  1 — No ;  I  cannot  speak  with  any  confidence 
upon  those  subjects. 

261.  Then  you  are  not  able  to  say  whether  the  winter  of  that  territory  is 
shorter  or  longer  than  the  winter  in  the  Baltic  ?—  I  should  be  glad  if  you  would 
be  kind  enough  to  define  what  you  mean  by  "  the  winter ;"  meteorologists  con- 
fine the  term  "  winter"  to  the  months  of  December,  January  and  February. 

0.25.  c  2  262.  I  am 
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Lieut.-Colonel  262.  I  am  talking  of  a  matter  of  fact,  not  of  the  number  of  months  ;  I  mean 

J.  H.  Lefroy,  v..  A.  when  the  earth  is  so  frozen  that  you  cannot  plough  it ;  can  you  say  that   the 

— winter  on  the  Saskatchewan  is  shorter  than  the  winter  at  St.  Petersburgh,  or 

23  Februiiry  1857.    longer,  giving  you  that  as  a  datum? — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

263.  If  it  is  not  longer,  and  St.  Petersburgh  is  habitable,  and  covered  with  a 
vast  jjopulation,  this  territory  might  be  covered  also? — St.  Petersburgh  has  a 
seaport  to  supply  it,  and  it  has  productions  of  various  kinds  which  have  a  com- 
mercial value  ;  this  region  not  only  has  no  seaport,  but  it  is  about  700  or  800 
miles  from  one,  to  be  reached  by  a  very  difficult  navigation,  leading  not  into 
the  Baltic,  which  has  its  outlet  to  the  south,  but  into  Hudson's  Bay,  which  has 
its  outlet  to  the  north,  and  which  is  only  navigable  for  about  three  months  in 
the  year ;  those  are  essential  differences  in  both  the  physical  and  commercial 
conditions  of  the  two  regions. 

264.  Is  tlie  Baltic  at  JSt.  Petersburgh  navigable  for  more  than  three  months 
in  the  year  ? — I  apprehend  that  it  is  navigable  for  seven  or  eight  months  ;  I 
speak  under  correction. 

26"").  ^ir  John  Pakinglo)?.]  You  mentioned  the  difference  in  climate  on  the 
western  side  of  this  great  district  as  it  approaches  the  Pacific  ;  can  you  give  the 
Committee  any  idea  of  the  extent  of  that  difference,  either  the  extent  geogra- 
phically to  which  it  prevails,  or  the  degree  to  which  it  prevails? — I  should  be 
unwilling  to  speak  from  memory  upon  such  a  subject,  because  it  is  one  which 
must  be  brought  to  figures  ;  I  could  easily  ascertain  the  facts  as  far  as  data 
exist  for  doing  so,  but  I  would  not  venture  to  speak  from  memory. 

266.  Is  the  difference  a  marked  and  decided  one  ? — Unquestionably  so  ;  it 
meets  you  everywhere  in  America,  that  the  further  you  go  to  the  westward  along 
the  sartie  parallel  of  latitude,  you  come  to  a  milder  climate. 

2G7.  Mr.  -Roebuck.]  Is  that  the  case  on  the  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ? — 
It  is  so  in  the  southern  latitudes. 

268.  Sir  Jolifi  Pakington.]  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  the  difference  in 
climate  r — It  is  difficult  to  give  an  answer  to  that  question  directly.  The  pre- 
valent winds  in  the  region  beyond  the  tropics  have  a  great  influence  upon  the 
climate  of  the  countries  which  they  pass  over.  You  find  that  the  prevalent 
winds  in  the  extra  tropical  region  being  from  the  westward,  those  winds  bring 
from  the  Pacific  Ocean  a  large  quantity  of  moisture,  which  moisture  has  a 
tendency  to  ameliorate  the  climate  of  the  regions  which  receive  its  first 
benefit.  As  they  proceed  further  to  the  eastward  they  lose  a  portion  of  that 
moisture,  and  pass  over  regions,  frozen  or  covered  with  snow  through  a  large 
part  of  the  year ;  they  come  down  to  Canada  more  severe,  of  course,  and 
charged  with  less  moisture,  and  actually  colder  by  having  given  up  latent  heat 
to  the  regions  they  have  ]Dassed  over,  than  nearer  to  the  west. 

269.  What  are  the  prevailing  winds  on  the  eastern   side  of  this  part  of 
America  ? — I  should  bn  glad  to  reserve  my  answer  to  that  question  because  I 
should  wish  to  speak  with  accuracy.     The  prevailing  winds,  on  the  whole,  are 
westerly ;  they  are  rather  from  the  western  semicircle  than  from  the  eastern. 
I  believe  they  are  north-westerl)r. 

270.  How  far  to  the  westward  have  you  penetrated  ?— Nearly  as  far  as  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  but  not  over  them.  My  limits  westward  were  Dun  vegan,  on 
the  Peace  River,  and  Edmonton  on  the  Saskatchewan. 

271.  Do  you  attribute  the  power  of  producing  barley  so  far  north  as  Fort 
Simpson  to  that  comparative  neighbourhood  to  the  Pacific  to  which  you  have 
referred? — In  a  very  great  degree  1  do. 

272.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  general  difference  in  climate  between  Fort 
Simpson  and  these  other  settlements  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Winnipeg  ? 
— The  difference  of  mean  summer  temperature  between  those  two  regions  I 
believe  to  be  but  little ;  but  I  am  reluctant  to  speak  with  precision  upon 
these  points,  because  if  they  have  value  at  all,  it  is  as  scientific  facts,  and 
I  confess  that  1  am  not  sufficiently  armed  vfith  them  at  this  moment  to  be  able 
to  be  positive. 

273.  Fort  Simpson  has,  of  course,  a  much  severer  climate,  I  presume? — 
Very  much  severer,  taking  the  yetir  round. 

274.  You  spoke  in  the  early  part  of  your  examination  of  the  district  which 
you  were  then  speaking  as  being  permanently  frozen,  so  that  the  crops  could 
not  be  grown  ;  to  what  part  of  this  district  did  you  apply  that  expression,  of 

"  permanently 
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"  permanently  frozen  "  ? — I  am  unable  to  state  very  extensive  facts  upon  that      Lieut.-ColoncI 
subject ;  the  soil  at  York  Factory,  on  Hudson's  Bay,  is  permanently  frozen.         ■^-  ^-'-  ^-e/'^i/-  "•.'» 

275.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  How  far  north  is  that  ? — It  is  about  57  degrees,  I  think,  not  23  February  iB^- 
so  far  north  as  Fort  Simpson  ;  the  §oil  there  does  not  thaw  in  the  summer  more 

than  about  three  feet  deep,  and  it  is  frozen  to  about  20  feet  permanently. 

276.  Sir  John  Pakingion.]  I  apprehend  that  you  did  not  mean  to  apply  that 
expression,  "  permanently  frozen  "  in  the  sense  in  whicli  1  think  you  used  itj 
namely,  as  applying  generally  to  this  district,  but  only  to  particular  parts  1 — 
Of  course ;  it  is  a  very  large  region  ;  the  district  is  as  large  as  Europe,  and  has 
great  differences  of  climate. 

277.  You  applied  the  term  generally.  I  presume  there  is  nothing  to  which 
you  could  apply  the  term  "  permanently  frozen  "  in  the  nature  of  the  climate 
about  the  Ked  River  Settlement,  or  even  at  Fort  Cumberland  Station  ? — Fort 
Cumberland,  I  believe,  is  near  the  limit  of  the  region  where  the  ground  is  per- 
manently frozen  ;  more  accurately  speaking,  I  think  Lake  La  Crosse  is  about 
that  limit. 

278.  There  is  cultivation  at  Fort  Cumberland,  is  there  not? — I  do  not  mean 
to  say  there  is  not  cultivation  where  the  ground  is  permanently  frozen  ;  at  the 
most  northerly  point  I  have  spoken  to,  namely,  Fort  Norman,  on  Mackenzie's 
River,  the  ground  is  permanently  frozen  to  the  depth  of  45  feet,  yet  there  is 
cultivation. 

279.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  permanently  frozen"  ? — I  mean  that  it  never 
thaws  except  at  the  surface.  I  had  a  remarkable  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
that  fact  by  a  great  landslip  on  the  banks  of  the  Mackenzie  River,  exposing 
a  completely  permanent  frozen  soil  to  the  depth  of  45  feet.  The  surface  thaws 
to  the  extent  of  a  foot  or  two.  In  the  more  open  situations,  it  thaws  of  course 
to  a  greater  depth. 

280.  Under  those  circumstances,  with  a  depth  of  permanently  frozen  ground 
of  many  feet,  and  only  thawed  very  superficially,  does  the  ground  admit  of 
cultivation? — Not,  1  think,  with  any  profit;  indeed,  a  white  population  accus- 
tomed to  civilised  life  cannot  find  subsistence. 

281.  The  ripening  of  the  crops  under  those  circumstances  must  be  jDreca- 
rious  ? — Yes.  There  is  a  difference  between  absolute  cultivation  yielding  small 
returns  for  the  support,  or  the  assistance  of  other  means  of  support,  of  a  very 
small  community,  such  as  is  to  be  found  at  all  these  forts,  and  one  on  which 
a  large  community  can  permanently  depend.  All  over  that  country,  although 
they  have  a  crop  in  many  places,  they  depend  principally  upon  fish,  and  the 
dried  meat  of  the  buffalo. 

282.  What  is  the  population  of  the  Red  River  Settlement? — In  1843  or  1844 
it  was  about  5,000,  according  to  the  information  given  me. 

283.  What  population  is  there  at  the  northern  settlement  of  Fort  Cumber- 
land, or  Norway  House  ? — It  does  not  in  any  one  instance,  I  imagine,  amount 
to  20  persons  permanently  resident.  At  some  seasons  of  the  year  there  are 
others  coming  and  going,  and  the  Indians  occasionally  frequent  them.  Not,  of 
course,  including  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  districts  supplying  those  stations 
with  their  furs ;  but  taking  the  residents,  you  will  find  10,  20,  or  30,  according 
to  the  means  of  subsistence. 

284.  Are  there  any  European  inhabitants  in  the  district  between  the  Red 
River  and  Cumberland  Fort  and  Norway  House  ?— None  but  the  traders  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  employment. 

285.  Is  Lake  Winnipeg  open  for  navigation  for  any  length  of  time  in  the 
summer?  — Not  for  long;  I  should  suppose  that  Lake  Winnipeg  is  open  for 
navigation  from  May  till  about  the  end  of  October. 

286.  The  whole  lake  would  then  be  open  ?— Yes. 

287.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Do  you  know  how  long  the  St.  Lawrence  is  open  at 
Quebec  ? — It  varies  extremely  in  different  seasons ;  but  the  St.  Lawrence  at 
Quebec  is  generally  open  early  in  April. 

288.  I  beg  your  pardon? — In  April. 

289.  Not  till  May.  Do  you  not  know  that  after  the  month  of  November 
begins,  the  insurance  upon  ships  doubles  ?—  I  am  quite  aware  of  that ;  but 
I  am  equally  aware  that  the  last  vessels  leave  Quebec  very  late  in  November, 
and  I  have  known  them  leave  in  December. 

290.  You  say  that  you  attribute  the  possibility  of  growing  barley  at  Fort 
o  25.  c  3  Simpson 
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Licut.-Colonel  Simpson  to  its  proximit}'  to  the  Pacific  ? — I  attribute  it  in  a  grea.t  degree  to 
J.  H.  Le/ro^,  B.  A.  that  fact. 

' 291.  Does  not  Fort  Simpson  lie  very  near  the  Rocky  Mountains,  to  the  east 

23  February  1857.  ^f  ^^^  j^^^^^  Wountains  ?-Yes. 

292.  Do  not  the  Rocky  Mountains  continue  frozen  throughout  the  year  upon 
their  summits  ?~The  Rocky  Mountains  there  are  very  much  lower  than  they 
are  in  lower  latitudes.  I  have  seen  snow  over  the  whole  region  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  within  view  in  June ;  therefore,  I  presume  that  they  are  covered 
with  snow  almost  all  the  year  round. 

293.  The  proximity  of  Fort  Simpson  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  would  lead  to 
the  chilling  of  the  atmosphere,  would  it  not? — It  depends  a  little  upon  the 
distance;  the  actual  distance  is  rather  considerable.  The  Rocky  Mountain.s 
approach  the  Mackenzie's  River  at  a  much  lower  latitude. ;  at  the  limit  of  the 
Arctic  region  the  chain  comes  nearest,  but  at  Fort  Simpson  it  recedes  to  some 
distance.  I  have  in  many  instances  observed  that  a  sudden  change  of  the  wind 
from  the  eastward  to  the  westward  would  almost  immediately  raise  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air  ten  degrees  at  Fort  Simpson. 

294.  South-west? — -Yes,  south-west. 

29  >  Sir  Jo/ni  Pakington.']  Has  the  altitude  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  in 
the  British  dominions  ever  been  ascertained? — No;  the  altitude  of  the  great 
passes  between  the  Saskatchewan  and  tiie  Columbia  has  been  ascertained  with 
tolerable  precision,  but  not  further  to  the  north. 

296.  What  is  it  there? — I  do  not  like  to  speak  from  memory. 

297.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  On  ordinary  maps  the  highest  range  is  marked 
at  about  15,000  or  16,000  feet,  is  it  not? — Bur.  the  pass  is  much  lower  than 
that. 

298.  Mr.  Grogcin.']  You  spoi^e  of  the  barley,  for  instance,  having  been 
ripened  at  Fort  Simpson ;  do  you  attribute  that  to  any  greater  quantity  of  rain 
that  may  fall  there  than  down  at  Fort  Cumberland  ? — No. 

299.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Have  you  had  occasion  to  observe  the  effect  of  summer 
frosts  in  these  territories  upon  crops  ? — .\'o,  not  personally ;  but  I  have  made 
inquiries  concerning  them. 

300.  Will  you  state  what  is  the  fact  in  that  respect  ? — Summer  frosts  come 
at  night  in  all  months  of  the  year,  frequently  with  very  great  severity,  and  the 
ground  will  be  frozen  in  June ;  of  course  that  cuts  off  all  delicate  cultivation. 

301.  Does  that  interfere  with  the  certainty  of  crops  at  the  Red  River? — 
I  believe  very  much. 

302.  And  of  course  further  north  ? — Further  north  still  more  so. 

303.  Have  you  observed  the  Indians  on  the  Saskatchewan  River  ? — Yes. 

304.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  Indians  there  ;  are  they  very  fierce  r— Some 
of  the  tribes  on  the  Upper  Saskatchewan  are  very  uarlike  and  untameable. 

305.  What  are  they  principally  ;  the  Blackfeet  ?  —  1  he  Blackfeet ;  there  are 
five  or  six  tribes  which  go  under  the  general  name  of  Blackfeet ;  the  Crees,  who 
inhabit  the  lower  portion  of  the  region,  seem  to  have  less  savage  tendencies. 

306.  Is  it  sale  to  travel  there,  one  or  two  people  together? — Under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  it  could  be  done  with  perfect  safety. 

307.  Do  you  think  that  a  railway  could  be  made  with  facility  from  any  point 
in  Minesota  to  the  Red  River  ? — Yes. 

308.  From  what  place? — I  think  almost  anywhere. 

309.  From  St.  Paul's  ? — Yes,  I  should  think  it  might. 

;:;io.  Mr.  Percy  Herbert.']  You  spoke  of  the  district  between  the  Rainy  Lake 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  as  being  not  much  inferior  to  Lower  Canada ;  is 
that  district  of  which  you  spoke  of  considerable  extent  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is  of 
great  extent,  but  it  must  be  to  the  extent  of  several  townships,  as  they  are  laid 
out  in  Canada. 

311.  Would  the  district  between  that  and  Lake  Superior  admit  of  a  commu- 
nication with  Lake  Superior? — It  would  admit  of  a  communication  by  going 
to  a  very  great  expense;  the  distance  is  not  very  great,  but  you  have  to  pass 
over  a  region  of  swamp  and  morass,  and  a  river  which  is  not  navigable  ;  there 
is  a  line  of  detached  lakes,  communicating  by  streams  and  rivers,  which  are  not 
navigable. 

312.  Mr.  Gregson.]  Upon  the  whole,  what  inducements  are  there  to  attract 
emigration  to  these  regions  ?— I  do  not  myself  think  that  emigration  can  be 

judiciously 
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judiciously  directed  to  those  regions.     Undoubtedly  there  are  the  attractions      Lieui.-Colonel 

of  a  wild,  romantic  mode  of  life.     There  is  an  abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  ■^-  U-  L^py,n.A. 

life  at  the  Red  River  Settlement,  but  there  is  no  trade,  or  next  to  none,  because 

its  interior  position  and  its  want  of  communication  with  the  ocean  add  so  much  ^^3  February  1857. 

to  the  freight  upon  all  articles  that  they  cannot  be  exported  at  a  profit.     But 

persons  who  will  be  content  with  sufficient  for  the  passing  hour,  and  who  have 

a  turn  for  wild  semi-civUised  life,  will  enjoy  themselves  there  very  much. 

3 1  3.   Chairman.^   It  is  a  pretty  healthy  country,  is  it  not  ? — Very  healthy. 

3 1 4.  During  your  residence  in  that  country  had  you  any  opportunities  of 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  general  character  of  the  government  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  so  far  as  relates  to  their  conduct  towards  the  Indians  and  their 
mode  of  preserving  the  peace  of  the  country  ? — The  best  preservative  for  the 
peace  of  the  country  was  taken  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  about  the  year 
1832,  when  they  entirely  discontinued  sending  spirits  into  it,  or,  I  believe,  not 
entirely,  but  almost  entirely.  Since  that  time  blood  feuds  and  quarrels  among 
the  Indians  have  diminished  very  much  indeed.  The  white  population  is  so 
very  small  that  there  is  very  little  crime  necessarily.  What  crime  does  occur 
there,  is,  I  beUeve,  treated  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  by  a  recorder,  the  law 
officer  there,  and  he  told  me  that  the  gaol  was  generally  empty.  I  believe  there 
is  very  little  crime  there. 

^15.  Is  there  security  of  travelling  there? — Perfect  security,  except  at  the 
head  of  the  Saskatchewan,  and  among  the  warlike  tribes,  who  are  sometimes  no 
respecters  of  persons,  and  who  will  pillage  their  best  friends. 

316.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  What  do  you  call  the  warlike  tribes? — The 
Blackfeet,  mostly. 

317.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.'\  Those  which  are  nearest  the  frontiers? — Yes. 
;u8.  Chairman.]  Do  you  apprehend  that  there  has  been  a  very  effectual 

check  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  among  the  Indians,  by  the  measures  taken  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  r — I  am  confident  that  there  has,  over  the  whole 
region  except  the  Saskatchewan,  where  the  necessity  of  meeting  the  Americans 
in  some  degree  with  their  own  weapons  had  obliged  a  very  limited  use  of  spirits ; 
but  the  rule,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  was,  that  for  one  gallon  of  rum  they  put 
seven  gallons  of  water ;  the  spirit  issued  was  so  much  diluted  that  it  had  not  l^ 
much  efi^ect. 

319.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Is  it  not  true  that  Americans  trading  in  liquor 
are  subject  to  a  very  severe  fine? -T  believe  there  is  that  law  in  the  United 
States,  but  it  is  evaded  constantly. 

320.  Have  you  not  heard  of  a  trader  being  sent  down  in  chains  from  the 
post  to  the  United  States  ? — No  ;  I  know  that  Americans  do  trade  largely  in 
liquor  on  the  Missouri. 

321.  .Mr.  Roebuck.]  You  know  nothing,  you  say,  of  Minesota  ?— Not  per- 
sonally. 

322.  I  suppose  you  know,  from  its  position  on  the  map,  that  there  are  no 
further  means  for  going  to  Minesota  than  to  Lake  Winnipeg?  — Minesota  has  a 
dense,  industrious,  enterprising  population  to  the  south  and  east  of  it,  con- 
stantly pressing  in  that  direction,  but  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  is  not  quite 
in  that  condition ;  you  come  down  to  the  lower  parts  of  the  Missouri,  where 
you  get  into  a  comparatively  dense  population. 

323.  Iowa  comes  between  ? — I  include  all  that.  There  is  no  physical  reason 
why  the  people  there  should  not  press  onwards  ;  and  they  are  perpetually 
pressing  onwards  into  Minesota. 

324.  Is  there  any  physical  reason  why  they  should  not  press  across  the 
border,  and  come  from  Minesota  to  Lake  Winnipeg  ? — None  at  ail.  They  do 
not  do  so  from  the  United  States,  which  fact  I  think  shows  that  the  inducements 
are  not  very  great. 

325.  Would  not  the  fact  of  its  being  British  territory  be  a  reason  why  they 
should  not  come  across  the  border  ?— I  do  not  think  that  that  would  have  any 
influence ;  if  they  found  it  advantageous  I  think  they  would  do  it. 

326.  Sir  John  Fakington.]  Is  the  Indian  population  supposed  to  be  decreasing 
in  those  regions  ?— I  fear  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  decreasing  very  rapidly. 

327.  From  natural  causes,  not  from  the  effect  of  European  encroachment  ? — 
I  apprehend  that  European  encroachment  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it, 
but  it  has  been  rather  more  from  moral  influences  than  from  any  direct  physical 

o,,25.  c  4  influences. 
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Lieut.-Colonel     influences.     I  do  not  think,  for  example,  that  the  traffic'^in  liquor  has  been 
J.  H.  Lefroy,  r.a.   chargeable  with  it,  which  undoubtedly  has  been  chargeable  with  it  in  other 
countries,  or  more  to  the  south. 

328.  Chairman.]  When  you  say  that  the  Indians  have  diminished,  are  you 
speaking  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  as  a  whole,  or  are  you  referring  to  par- 
ticular districts  only  ;  are  you  prepared  to  say  that  you  believe  that  the  number 
of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  taken  as  a  whole,  has 
diminished? — When  I  was  able  to  compare  the  estimate  of  the  number,  which  I 
procured  in  1844,  with  Sir  John  Frankhn's  of  about  20  years  previously,  I 
found  a  diminution  of  number;  and  the  aggregate  number  which  I  was  able  to 
establish  by  the  best  statistics  that  I  could  get  was  so  very  small  that  I  cannot 
but  believe  they  must  have  been  more  numerous,  from  the  accounts  vphich  we 
read  of  a  century  ago. 

329.  Did  their  physical  condition  appear  to  you  to  be  bad? — Miserable  in 
many  cases. 

330.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Is  it  not  a  known  fact  that  the  brown  race  disappears  in 
proportion  to  the  coming  on  of  the  white  race  ? — I  think  it  is. 

331.  And  the  mere  fact  of  a  settlement,  even  at  the  Red  River,  would  of 
itself  tend  to  diminish  the  red  population?—  It  would  undoubtedly  lead  in  that 
direction  ;  but  the  Red  River  Settlement  is  peculiarly  situated ;  the  Indians  in 
that  part  of  the  country  are  not  diminishing  so  fast,  because  the  buffalo  is  not 
decreasing,  which  is  their  great  means  of  subsistence.  As  I  mentioned  before, 
the  buffalo  swarms  to  the  south  of  the  Saskatchewan,  and  even  to  the  north  of 
it ;  the  Indians  there  are  the  finest,  and  I  do  not  think  they  are  diminishing 
so  much  as  elsewhere. 

332.  Chairman.]  Did  you  think  that  the  physical  condition  of  the  Indian  was 
worse  as  you  got  to  the  north? — Unquestionably,  and  also  worse  to  the  south  ; 
the  physical  condition  of  the  Indians  about  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the 
Rainy  Lake  is  very  much  worse,  and  all  round  Lake  Superior,  within  our  own 
region,  than  it  is  on  the  Saskatchewan,  because  the  resources  of  subsistence  are 
so  much  less ;  the  Indians  there  are  again  and  again  in  the  most  abject  misery 
by  the  failure  of  the  precarious  means  of  subsistence  which  they  have. 

;i3;^.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  seeing  the  condition  of  the  Indians  within 
the  Canadian  territory  r — I  have  seen  a  good  many  of  them  from  time  to  time. 

334.  What  is  their  condition  ? — They  are  comparatively  comfortable  ;  if  not, 
it  is  their  own  fault. 

335.  They  have  property  ? — Yes. 

336.  Even  money  in  the  funds  ? — Some  of  them  have.- 

337.  Sir  John  Pakington^  Looking  to  this  vast  district  between  Canada  and 
the  Pacific,  there  is  a  great  portion  ol'  it,  I  apprehend,  in  which  the  white  race 
can  hardly  be  said  to  be  advancing  as  yet  ?  — Yes. 

338.  And  over  a  great  portion  of  that  tract  I  presume  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  Indian  population  is  deteriorating  or  diminishing  ? — It  is  so, 
I  think,  from  causes  which  may  appear  rather  remote.  I  believe  there  is  a  con- 
stant depressing  moral  influence,  which  is  caused  by  association  with  classes  in 
a  superior  condition  of  comfort  to  themselves  ;  then  they  become  reckless  and 
improvident ;  they  barter  what  is  necessary  to  their  own  subsistence,  or  to  that 
of  their  wives  and  children,  which  is  equally  important,  for  finery,  things  which 
are  of  no  real  good  to  them  ;  their  good  furs,  which  they  had  better  wear  them- 
selves, they  trade  away  for  beads,  and  they  go  half  clothed,  and  they  contract 
pulmonary  complaints,  and  their  children  are  born  with  weakened  constitutions, 
and  their  families  are  diminished  in  number ;  tlie  result  is,  that  it  is  hard  to 
find  an  Indian  family  of  more  than  three  or  four  children.  I  remember  an 
instance  of  one  man  who,  1  think,  had  nine  children,  who  was  quite  a  pheno- 
menon of  paternity. 

339.  But  surely  your  last  answer  applies  to  those  cases  in  which  the  Indian 
has  been  brought  into  contact  with  the  European? — Thev  are  all  brought  into 
contact  with  the  Europeans  by  constantly  trading  with  them  and  depending 
upon  the  European  trade  lor  their  means  of  subsistence. 

340.  Is  that  answer  correct  as  affects  the  whole  of  the  great  district  to  which 
I  have  referred  ?— With  the  exception  of  a  very  small  district  to  the  north,  on 
what  are  called  the  barren  grounds,  where  there  are  bands  of  Chipewyan  Indians 
subsisting  on  the  flesh  of  the  reindeer,  and  where  the  skin  of  the  reindeer  is 

their 
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their  clothing,  who  rarely  come  to  any  forts  for  trade,  because  their  country  has      Lieut.-Colonel 
nothing  valuable.  J-  ^-  W'^'^V'  ^•'^^ 

341.  Do  all  the  tribes  between  Canada  and  the  Pacific  occasionally  visit  the 

forts  for  trade  and  communication? — I  can  only  speak  of  the  west  side  from  ^^  Fei""ary  1857. 
hearsay  ;  the  Indians  there  have  a  great  resource  in  the  salmon,  which  abounds, 
and,  1  believe,  do  not  all  come  to  the  forts  ;  on  the  east  they  all  come  to  the 
forts. 

342.  Mr.  Gurney.']  With  reference  to  the  river  between  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  and  the  Rainy  Lake,  does  the  river  at  that  part  form  the  boundary 
between  the  United  States  territory  and  the  British  territory  ? — I  think  it  does  ; 
the  boundary  starts  at  the  parallel  of  forty-nine  degrees,  I  think,  to  the  north- 
ward of  that  river. 

343.  Then  one  bank  of  the  river  is  American  and  the  other  bank  British  r 
—Yes. 

344.  Is  there  any  marked  difference  as  to  the  degree  of  settlement  on  the 
two  banks  ? — There  is  none  on  either. 

34,5.  Although  both  are  sufficiently  fertile  to  allow  of  some  settlement  there? 
— 1  think  there  might  be  some  settlement  there. 

346.  Mr.  Bdl-I  Are  you  aware  of  any  settlement  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  terri- 
tory besides  the  Red  River  where  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  civilize  the 
Indians  ? — Such  an  attempt  was  made  near  Norway  House,  at  the  head  of  Lake 
Winnipeg,  where  there  was  a  village  of  Cree  Indians  in  a  tolerable  state  of 
civilization  when  I  visited  it. 

347.  Do  you  think  they  were  diminishing  or  increasing? — The  experiment 
had  been  so  recently  tried  that  I  think  it  was  impossible  to  say. 

348.  That  is  the  only  case  you  know  of? — That  is  the  only  case  I  know,  of 
an  attempt  to  collect  the  Indians  and  to  settle  them  in  a  \-illage.  Since  that 
time  a  small  settlement  has  been  formed  at  the  Pas,  at  the  Basquiau  River.  It 
was  occasioned  by  the  bequest  of  a  private  benevolent  person,  who  left  a  svim 
of  money  to  be  laid  out  for  that  purpose,  and  it  has  been  so  done. 

349.  You  have  visited  most  of  the  establishments  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  ? — Yes. 

350.  And  that  is  the  only  instance  ?— That  is  the  only  one  that  I  can  think 
of  at  this  moment. 

351.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Speaking  generally,  have  not  all  attempts  to  civilize  the 
Indians  in  North  America  failed  ?— They  die  out  in  the  process  ;  some  progress 
has  been  made. 

352.  They  disappear  r — Y'es. 

353.  Mr.  AdderleyJ]  You  stated  the  population  of  the  Red  River  Settlement 
at  5,600  ?— Yes. 

354.  What  time  were  you  speaking  of? — Of  1843  and  1844. 

355.  Do  you  know  at  all  what  the  population  now  is  ? — I  do  not. 

356.  In  your  opinion,  how  have  the  Company  generally  treated  the  Indians  ? 
— It  is  necessary,  in  answering  that  question,  to  draw  a  distinction  between  the 
Company  in  its  corporate  capacity  as  a  body  of  non-resident  shareholders,  and 
the  Company  as  a  body  of  resident  traders,  its  servants.  The  traders,  almost 
without  exception,  as  far  as  my  observation  went,  treated  the  Indians  with 
signal  kindness  and  humanity.  Many  instances  of  their  reheving  them  in  their 
distress,  and  taking  great  pains  to  do  so,  came  to  my  knowledge.  But  then 
their  means  of  doing  so  are  in  some  degree  contingent  upon  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  Company  at  large,  over  which  they  have  no  control,  or 
but  little. 

357.  Drawing  that  distinction,  what  do  you  think  is  the  effect  upon  the 
Indians  of  such  arrangements  made  by  the  absentee  proprietors?— I  think  the 
Indians  sometimes  suffer,  because  L  think  that  the  supplies  of  goods  sent  by 
the  Company  are  sometimes  inadequate.  The  traders  can  only  do  the  best 
■with  the  goods  which  they  have;  they  have  nothing  to  do  with  what  are 
sent  in. 

358.  Is  the  want  of  supplies  the  only  arrangement  which  you  think  defective? 
— The  principal  one. 

359.  Chairman.']  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  agents  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company ;  as  far  as  you  could  observe,  were  they  respectable  men  ?— 
Verv  generally  so  ;  I  never  mingled  with  a  body  of  men  whose  general  qualities 
seemed  to  me  more  entitled  to  respect.     They  are  men  of  simple  primitive 

t)  25  D  habits, 
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habits,  leading  the  most  hardy  Hves  ;  generally  speaking,  contented,  doing 
their  duty  faithfully  to  their  employers,  and  in  many  instances  taking  sincere 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Indians  around  them,  and  doing  all  they  can 
to  benefit  them,  but  the  Indian  is  a  very  difficult  subject. 

360.  You  think,  upon  the  whole,  that  their  conduct  was  that  of  men  who 
were  doing  their  duty,  and  acting  in  a  considerate  manner  towards  the  Indians  ? 
—  I  think  so,  most  eminently. 

361.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliani.]  You  say  that  the  buffalo  exists  over  this  territory 
on  the  bank  ;  can  domestic  cattle  live  there  also  ? — The  buffalo  exists  over  it  ; 
there  are  domestic  cattle  at  most  of  the  forts  now  ;  a  cow  or  two ;  even  low 
down  on  the  Mackenzie's  River  they  have  domestic  cattle.  I  was  a  fellow- 
passenger  with  a  bull  in  a  small  boat  on  that  river. 

362.  They  can  exist  in  the  winter  ? — They  have  to  be  housed ;  but  horses 
exhibit  extraordinary  hardihood  there ;  the  horses  1  have  known  to  pass  the 
winter  in  the  open  air  at  Edmonton,  subsisting  themselves  by  what  herbage 
they  could  find  under  the  snow. 

363.  The  buffaloes  are  generally  fatter  in  winter  than  in  summer,  are  they 
not  ? — I  believe  so. 

364.  As  spring  comes,  the  cows,  which  are  the  fattest,  I  believe,  immediately 
waste  almost  to  skeletons  ? — I  cannot  speak  with  much  authority  upon  that 
point,  but  the  annoyance  of  flies  in  summer  is  so  great,  that  I  know  it  frets  the 
animals  almost  to  death,  and  they  lose  flesh  very  much. 


J.  Rae,  Esq,  m.d. 


John  Rae,  I'sq.,  m.d.,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

365.  Chairman.]  I  believe  vou  are  very  conversant  with  the  territory  now 
in  the  occupation  and  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — VVith  the 
large  portion  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  I  have  never  been  across  to  the 
west. 

366.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  under  what  circumstances  you  have 
become  acquainted  with  that  country? — I  entered  the  service  of  the  (Company 
in  1833,  and  was  stationed  at  Moose  Factory,  in  latitude  51°,  on  Hudson's  Bay, 
as  medical  man,  10  years  ;  during  that  time  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  the  natives  of 
that  part  of  the  country.  After  that,  for  the  last  eight  or  10  years,  I  was 
employed  in  arctic  service,  and  spent  some  short  time  in  Mackenzie's  River. 
I  then,  in  a  winter  journey,  passed  from  Mackenzie's  River  by  the  usual  route 
to  the  Red  River,  and  down  to  St.  Paul's  across  the  frontier  through  the  States. 
Those  are  the  only  two  districts  in  the  country  that  I  have  been  engaged  in ; 
at  Moose  Factory  ten  years,  in  the  Mackenzie  River  one  year,  and  at  York 
Factory  for  one  season  ;  all  the  rest  of  the  time  I  have  been  employed  in  arctic 
service. 

367.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  in  arctic  service  ? — Eight  ',^ars 
altogether ;  eight  summers  and  four  winters. 

368.  Speaking  generally,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  capacity  of  this  ter- 
ritory for  the  purposes  of  settlement  and  cultivation  ? — 1  have  never  been  in 
Saskatchewan,  but  I  know  the  character  of  the  country  from  others ;  it  is  all 
capable  of  cultivation,  I  beUeve.  The  difficulty  is  the  same  as  Colonel  Lefroy 
mentioned,  the  difficulty  of  carrying  out  the  produce  by  Hudson's  Bay,  or  by 
communication  by  the  States,  because  in  the  States  of  course  there  is  the  same 
sort  of  produce  nearer  at  hand,  and  of  course  the  expense  of  carrying  this 
produce  from  the  Saskatchewan  to  market  would  do  away  with  any  profits  that 
could  be  derived  from  it. 

369.  But  }0U  believe  that,  as  far  as  soil  and  climate  are  concerned,  there  is 
in  that  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  a  considerable  district  of  country 
suitable  for  cultivation  and  for  settlement  ? — Quite  so  ;  it  will  be  capable  of 
production  as  soon  as  the  country  grows  up  to  it ;  the  country  must  grow  up 
to  it,  the  same  as  it  does  in  the  States.  I  passed  through  the  States  from 
the  Red  River,  and  the  country  has  gradually  been  settled  up  ;  there  was  still 
about  400  miles  of  quite  uncultivated  country  lying  between  Pembina  and  the 
farthest  part  settled  by  the  Americans,  when  I  passed  down  in  1852. 

370.  As  far  as  you  can  form  a  conjecture,  supposing  that  country  was  entirely 
open  for  purposes  of  settlement,  do  you  think  that  there  would  be  a  disposition 
on  the  part  of  emigrants  to  go  there  ? — Never,  until  the  country  is  settled  up 
near  to  it  from  the  States,  because  as  soon  as  settlers  attempted  to  settle  there 

the 
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the  Indians  would  attack  them  ;  it  is  a  buffalo-hunting  oountrj.     The  greater  ./.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.d, 

portion  of  the  Indians  are  warlike  in  that  part  -—I  should  beheve  that  that       

would  be  the  consequence ;    I  only  speak   from  supposition,  because  I  have    23  February  1857. 
never  been  in  the  Saskatchewan ;  but  I  know  that  the  habits  of  the  Indians  are 
rather  warhke. 

371.  Your  opinion  seems  to  be,  that  if  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  it, 
settlement  in  that  district  of  the  country  would  not  be  immediate,  but  would 
be  gradual,  and  would  he  certain  ? — Quite  so ;  when  the  country  gradually 
settles  up  to  it;  the  produce  cannot  be  carried  out  to  Hudson's  Bay,  the 
ditiiculty  of  road  is  so  great ;  that  is  my  impression. 

372.  You  have  stated  that  you  were  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  ? — For  23  years. 

373.  Are  you  still  in  their  service? — No ;  1  left  their  service  last  year. 

374.  You  are  now  quite  independent  of  them  ?  — Yes. 

37,5.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  system  pursued  by  that  Company,  so  far 
as  relates  to  the  Indian  population  r  —  The  system  pursued  is  as  fair,  1  think, 
towards  the  Indian  as  possible  ;  the  Company's  tariff  with  the  Indians  is  one 
of  the  [irincipal  things  I  wish  to  mention  ;  the  tariff  is  formed  in  a  peculiar  way, 
and  necessarily  so ;  the  sums  given  for  furs  do  not  coincide  with  the  value  of 
the  furs  traded  for  with  them,  because  the  musk-rat,  or  the  less  valuable  furs, 
are  paid  for  at  a  higher  rate  ;  were  the  Company  to  pay  for  the  finer  furs  at  the 
same  rate,  the  Indians  would  hunt  up  the  liner  furs  and  destroy  them  off,  as 
has  been  done  all  along  the  frontier,  and  we  should  then  require  to  reduce  the 
price  for  the  musk-rat  and  the  inferior  furs,  and  the  Indians  would  not  hunt 
them  at  all ;  the  Indians  would  never  underetand  our  varying  the  prices  of  the 
furs  according  to  the  prices  here ;  the  consequence  would  be  that  the  Indian 
would  not  be  a  bit  better  off,  and  he  would  kill  up  all  the  finer  animals  and 
leave  the  musk-rat  and  ordinary  furs  unaffected. 

376.  You  have  stated  that,  in  your  opinion  there  is  a  portion  of  the  territory 
now  belonging  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  south,  which  may  be  at 
no  distant  period  available  for  the  purposes  of  settlement ;  what  is  your  opinion, 
in  that  respect,  with  regard  to  that  vast  district  of  country  which  lies  to  the 
north  of  the  region  which  you  hav«  referred  tor — As  far  as  I  can  answer,  we 
could  not  grow  wheat.  At  Moose  Factory,  in  latitude  51°,  barley  would  not 
ripen  ;  you  could  not  depend  upon  it.  Potatoes  were  very  variable  ;  sometimes 
they  would  give  five  or  six  fold  ;  that  was  the  highest  I  saw,  I  think,  during  10 
years  ;  sometimes  the  crop  yielded  scarcely  the  seed. 

377.  Do  you  believe  that,  under  any  circumstances,  there  would  be  the 
slightest  probability  of  settlement  taking  place  in  that  great  district  of  country 
within  the  next  20  years,  for  instance  ? — I  think  decidedly  not ;  it  must  be 
pushed  up  from  the  south  ;  I  mean,  not  to  pay  ;  people  might  settle.  No  person 
would  go  there  to  settle  unless  he  was  paid  for  it,  and  paid  well.  I  apply  my 
answer  to  the  wooded  country. 

378.  You  think  there  would  be  no  inducement  for  persons  to  go  there  except 
for  the  purposes  of  fur  trading  ? — Only  that ;  and  then  they  would  require  to 
have  the  exclusive  right  to  trade ;  any  opposition  would  do  away  with  any  profits 
or  advantages  from  it  to  a  great  extent. 

379.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  consequences  of  throwing  open  the 
present  exclusive  system  of  fur  trading  to  the  public  generally,  and  letting  any- 
body who  chose  go  and  trade  for  furs  there,  and  kill  the  fur-bearing  animals  ? — 
The  effect  would  be,  the  introduction  of  spirits  among  the  Indians  again,  and  the 
demoralization  of  the  Indians. 

380.  Do  you  think  that  the  effect  would  be  the  extirpation  of  the  fur-bearing 
animal  ? — In  a  great  measure ;  it  would  lead  to  that,  because  trappers  would  be 
sent  in.  People  would  come  up  and  kill  the  animals  themselves  instead  of 
leaving  the  Indians  to  hunt  over  the  grounds ;  they  would  kill  them  at  all 
seasons,  whereas  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  discourage  the  killing  them  in  the 
summer  time ;  they  discourage  the  Indians  from  killing  them  in  the  breeding 
season. 

381.  Do  you  consider  the  fur  trade  in  its  very  nature  to  be  necessarily  and 
essentially  a  monopoly  r— I  think  that  to  continue  it  regularly  it  requires  to  be  a 
monopoly  in  some  hands  something  similar  to  what  it  is  now. 

382.  Would  not  the  effect  of  throwing  it  open  be  that  it  would  give  a  great 
stimulus  to  it  for  the  next  few  years,  and  absolutely  destroy  it  afterwards  ? — 

0.25.  D  2  Yes, 
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J.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.p.  Yes,  and  when  the  fur-bearing  animals  were  hunted  up,  the  country  would  be 

■  left  a  wreck. 

■23  February  1857.      383.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  process  upon  the  Indian  tribes  ? — 
Most  injurious,  I  should  fancy. 

384.  You  say  because  spirits  would  be  introduced? — That  would  be  a  great 
injury.  They  would  get  much  better  paid  for  their  furs  for  a  time,  but  the 
effect  after,  say  eight,  or  10,  or  12  years,  or  I  will  not  say  what  number  of 
years  ;  but  after  a  lapse  of  years,  not  a  very  long  period,  would  be  to  demoralize 
the  Indians;  they  would  kill  up  the  principal  finer  furs,  and  it  would  do  no 
good  to  any  person,  because  the  parties  coming  in,  if  there  was  opposition,  could 
not  make  a  profit. 

385.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  provide,  by  some  arrangement 
with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  for  the  retention  of  the  fur  trade  in  their 
hands  in  those  regions  which  are  fit  for  nothing  but  the  fur  trade,  and  can  be 
only  fit  for  the  fur  trade  for  some  time  to  come,  and  at  the  same  time  to  open 
up,  for  the  purposes  of  colonization,  all  such  parts  of  the  country  as  it  is  at  all 
reasonable  to  suppose  within  the  next  20  years,  for  instance,  could  be  settled 
and  colonized  ? — I  should  be  rather  at  a  loss  to  give  an  opinion  upon  that 
subject,  as  I  have  not  studied  the  circumstances  ;  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
make  the  arrangement  ;  it  would  be  an  excellent  one,  I  believe,  if  it  could  be 
effected. 

386.  You  think  that  if  it  could  be  done  it  would  be  a  desirable  arrangement 
to  make  ? — A  very  desirable  one  indeed. 

387.  Why  do  you  think  that  it  could  not  be  done? — I  do  not  say  that  it 
could  not  be  done,  but  it  would  be  difficult  ;  I  could  not  give  a  reason  why  it 
should  not  be  done.     1  have  not  studied  the  subject 

388.  I  believe  the  Russians  have  a  fur-trading  establishment  on  the  extreme 
north-west  point  of  North  America  ? — Yes  ;  it  comes  in  contact  with  Mackenzie's 
River,  the  district  of  which  I  was  in  charge  for  one  season. 

389.  Are  you  aware  of  any  arrangement  which  the  Russian  Company  have 
made  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  by  which  the  most  valuable  portion  of 
their  fur-trading  territory  is  leased  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  certain 
conditions  ? — There  was  an  arrangement  of  that  sort  some  years  ago  ? — I  cannot 
say  whether  it  is  still  in  force  ;  it  was  a  lease  not  of  the  whole,  but  of  the  strip 
of  land  which  you  will  see  in  the  charts  running  along  the  shore. 

390.  Do  you  know  what  were  the  motives  of  the  Russian  Company  for  coming 
to  that  arrangement  r — I  do  not. 

391.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  You  say  that  you  were  in  charge  of  the  dis- 
trict on  Mackenzie's  River  ;  can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  climate  and  the 
capabilities  of  the  land  there  ?  — The  climate  is  a  severe  one ;  but  we  grew 
barley  at  Fort  Simpson,  in  latitude  62o  or  63°,  I  think  ;  we  grew  barle}-  at  Fort 
Liard ;  we  grew  barley  at  the  Yukon,  which  is  close  to  the  Russian  territory  ; 
that  is  a  post  which  was  established  some  time  ago ;  we  could  grow  wheat  at 
no  place  in  the  district ;  barley  is  grown  at  all  the  posts  except  three,  Fort 
Norman,  Peel's  River,  and  Fort  Goodhope,  which  are  far  down  the  river. 

392.  Mr.  Adderki/.]  In  what  year  were  you  on  Mackenzie's  River  ? — In 
1849-50. 

393.  Have  you  been  at  long  intervals  of  time  on  the  same  spot? — I  have  been 
four  years  there  at  different  times  ;  I  was  two  years  wintered  there  in  the 
expedition,  but  I  was  only  one  year  in  charge  of  the  district. 

394.  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  Red  River  settlement  at  long  intervals  of 
time  ?— No  ;  I  was  only  there  part  of  a  winter  on  two  occasions,  and  once  in 
spring. 

395.  You  cannot  speak  to  any  alteration  of  climate  in  spots  which  have  been 
settled? — No,  I  cannot;  but  I  can  say  with  regard  to  the  tract  of  country  of 
which  we  are  speaking,  namely,  the  woody  country,  that  there  is  an  influence 
against  its  being  affected  by  clearance,  which  does  not  exist  in  other  parts  of 
the  world.  There  is  the  large  Hudson's  Bay  opening  up  to  the  north,  where 
there  is  a  continual  flow  of  ice  during  the  whole  summer ;  it  is  frozen  up  seven 
or  eight  months  in  the  winter,  and  in  the  summer  season  there  is  a  constant 
influx  of  ice  which  keeps  the  climate  colder  than  it  otherwise  would  be  for  per- 
haps 100  or  200  miles  inland  in  all  directions  ;  that  is  an  influence  which  does 
not  exist  elsewhere,  and  which  would  affect  the  climate,  I  think. 

396.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  While  you  were  at  Mackenzie's  River,  you,  I 

dare 
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flare  say,  visited  Banks'  or  Baring  Island?-!  visited  Wollaston  and  Victoria  j,  R„e  Esa   ^f  d 
Lands,  1  surveyed  all  the  southern  coasts  there.  '      '' 

397-  You  were  not  on  Banks'  Island  r— No.     I  was  not  so  far  north.  23  February  185^. 

398 •_  Then  you  cannot  speak  to  the  natural  productions  of  that  land  ?— No ; 
there  is  nothing  to  be  found  on  the  neighbouring  lands,  the  Wollaston  and 
Victoria  Lands,  except  Hmesione;  a  little  trap  and  sandstone  rock  are  seen. 

399-  I  thought  that  coal  was  to  be  found  on  Banks'  Island  ?— They  have  found 
that  there,  but  on  the  land  that  I  was  over  there  is  no  symptom  of  coal ;  the 
whole  coast  is  bare  limestone. 

400.  Is  it  a  coal  or  an  ignite  ?— I  am  not  quite  sure.  I  have  seen  none  of  the 
specimens.     I  think  it  is  a  coal ;  there  are  no  great  quantities  of  it  found. 

401 .  Are  animals  found  on  it?— Yes  ;  reindeer  and  musk  ox. 

402.  Does  the  musk  ox  require  a  very  cold  cUmate  ? — Generally  ;  it  is  seldom 
seen  south  of  the  Arctic  Circle. 

403.  Mr.  Lowe.]  You  heard  Colonel  Lefroy  express  some  doubt  whether  the 
Company  did  all  they  could  for  the  Indians  in  the  matter  of  goods  being  sent  out ; 
what  do  you  think  on  that  subject?— I  have  never  met  with  that  myself. 

404.  What  do  you  understand  by  it  ? — What  Colonel  Lefroy,  I  think,  alluded 
to,  M  as  the  deficiency  of  ammunition  for  a  year  or  two  at  the  Athabasca  and  the 
Mackenzie  Rivers. 

405.  Ammunition  to  be  supplied  to  the  Indians  ? — Yes ;  I  have  heard  a  different 
reason  for  that,  from  that  given  by  Colonel  Lefroy.  The  gentleman  in  charge 
of  those  districts  appeared  to  be  very  close  and  anxious  to  make  a  very  large 
traffic  at  a  very  little  expense ;  and  goods  were  actually  forced  upon  him  from 
the  depot  at  York  Factory ;  I  have  authority  for  saving  so  ;  and  more  goods 
w'ere  actually  sent  up  than  the  gentleman  asked  on  his  requisition. 

406.  Was  that  the  only  defect  ? — That  was  the  principal  one. 

407.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  a  good  plan  if  the  Company  were  to  furnish 
goods  in  great  abundance,  and  with  great  facility  to  the  Indians  ? — ^Clearly,  and 
they  do  so  generally ;  it  is  their  object  both  to  clothe  the  Indians  well  and  to 
give  them  plenty  of  ammunition,  because  the  better  they  are  fed,  and  the  better 
they  are  clothed,  the  betjer  they  will  hunt. 

408.  Do  you  give  them  those  things,  or  do  they  trade  for  them? — They  get 
them  in  advance ;  they  get  their  goods  all  upon  credit ;  not  to  keep  them  under 
subjection  to  the  Company ;  but  the  Indian  is  so  improvident  that  if  he  were 
paid  in  the  spring  he  would  waste  everything  before  winter.  Several  attempts 
have  been  made  to  do  it,  and  their  debts  have  been  cancelled  to  them ;  but  it 
could  never  be  done  except  at  two  or  three  of  the  forts,  where  we  gave  them 
employment  in  the  summer,  when  they  sometimes  earned  from  12/.  to  25  l. 
worth  of  goods  in  a  season. 

409.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.~\  Does  that  mean  25  I.  worth  of  goods  at  the 
price  of  the  country,  or  in  the  market  in  London?— At  fifty  per  cent,  on  the 
prime  cost  here,  which  we  put  on  for  charges  of  freight,  loss,  damage,  and  loss 
of  interest.  Let  me  add,  to  show  that  this  per  centage  is  not  exorbitant,  that 
our  servants  buy  goods,  and  take  them  up  from  the  Bay  to  the  United  States, 
at  St.  Mary's,  and  seU  their  clothes  to  the  Americans,  a  profit  being  thus 
made. 

4!  o.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  say  that  50  per  cent,  upon  the  prime  cost  in  England 
is  the  rent-charge  to  the  Indians? — That  is  the  tariff  to  the  servants;  and  in 
supplying  the  Indians  at  that  price  the  Indians  can  gain  by  their  labour  at  that 
rate,  goods  to  the  value  of  12  /.  to  25  I.  in  the  summer  season.  ; 

4 1 J .  Are  the  prices  of  goods  sold  to  the  Indians  uniform  thoughout  the 
district,  or  is  there  any  increase  consequent  upon  the  greater  distance  in  the 
case,  for  instance,  of  forts  upon  the  Mackenzie  ? — The  tariff  is  increased  there  ; 
it  is  higher ;  but  to  show  that  it  is  not  exorbitant,  compared  with  other  traders, 
we  sell  our  goods  at  Mackenzie's  River,  at  Fort  Simpson,  upwards  of  100  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  they  are  sold  in  the  Russian  settlements  over  in  the 
Russian  territory,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  goods  have  much  further 
to  go. 

412.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Russian  Company  has  any  monopoly  or  not? 
— It  is  a  government  thing  ;  of  course  it  is  a  monopoly. 

413.  Then  you  are  merely  comparing  one  monopoly  with  another  monopoly  ? 
— Yes  ;  at  Fort  Simpson  we  have  no  opposition,  and  we  seU  the  goods  at  that 
rate. 

0.25.  D  3  414.  Is 
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J.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.  d.       4M-  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  in  tliose  parts  of  the  territory  -wliiGh  border  upon 

Canada  and  the   United  States  there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  trouble  with 

23  February  1B57.  interlopers? — Yes  :  and  there  higher  prices  are  given  for  the  furs,  consequently 
all  the  finer  furs  have  been  killed  up  ;  the  opposition  does  not  pay  ;  there  are 
no  profits. 

41.";.  In  those  districts  has  not  the  Company,  on  various  occasii)ns,  paid  large 
sums  to  traders  to  take  themselves  out  of  the  country  r — Never  that  i  heard  of. 
y    I  have  heard  of  the  Company  buying  their  furs,  and  taking  the  traders  into  the 
service  frequently,  which  I  think  a  very  bad  plan. 

416.  Buying  off  their  opposition  ?  -I  never  knew  anything  of  that  kind,  but 
I  think  it  a  bad  plan  to  bu}'  up  their  furs  at  any  time ;  if  they  are  admitted  into 
the  ser\dce  and  make  a  little  money,  thev  use  it  against  the  company  afterwards  ; 
they  frequently  have  done  so. 

41 7.  Mr.  Bell.']  Do  you  think  that  the  settlemeat  of  the  Indians- is  advantageous 
or  disadvantageous  to  the  fur  trade  ? — I  should  think  it  is  not  disadvantageous, 
because  the  winter  is  the  time  at  which  they  hunt;  consequently  they  can 
employ  the  whole  summer  season  to  cultivate  the  ground,  and  it  would  make 
them  better  off;  I  beheve  that  the  settlement  of  India;ns  at  Norway  House  hunt 
as  well  as  they  did  before. 

418.  Do  you  know  why  attempts  have  not  been  made  to  settle  them  at  other 
forts  ? — There  have  been  ;ittempts,  that  is  to  say,  it  was  attempted  at  Moose 
Factory  when  I  was  there. 

419.  Which  Moose  Factory  do  you  mean? — The  one  at  James's  Bay;  I  have 
known  seed  potatoes  gi-seii,  which  is  the  only  crop  that  can  be  grown  there 
with  cei-tainty  ;  tools  have  been  given,  and  ground  that  had  been  culdvated,  and 
food  for  a  few  days ;  they  would  plant  their  potatoes  and  never  come  back  to 
attend  to  them ;  I  have  known  that  done  two  seasons  while  I  was  at  the  Moose 
Factory. 

420.  Have  the  missionaries  who  have  been  anxious  to  civilise  them  been 
encouraged  to  do  so  ? — They  have,  wherever  it  is  practicable,  but  I  cannot  speak 
of  other  parts  of  the  country  except  at  Moose,  where  the  climate  is  not  very 
suitable  for  growing,  ^ 

421.  Mr.  Groga?i.l  You  stated  that  at  Moose  Factory  an  attempt  had  been 
made  to  settle  the  Indians  by  giving  them  seed  and  ground  for  potatoes  ? — 
Yes. 

422.  Were  the  Indians  that  you  referred  to  the  ordinary  residents  of  that 
place '! — Yes  ;  they  came  in  to  trade,  to  barter  there. 

423.  Did  they  return  to  the  factory  after  they  had  sown  the  potatoes  ? — They 
returned  frequently,  and  they  left  them  to  get  destroyed :  they  never  looked  at 
them  again ;  they  never  thought  it  worth  while  to  dig  them  out  or  hoe  them 
out. 

424.  Did  they  know  the  potato  practically  ? — Perfectly  well ;  they  used  to. 
be  supplied  at  the  forts  with  potatoes  when  they  came  in,  and  they  knew  the 
use  ot  them. 

425.  Mr.  Bell.]  Then  do  you  attribute  that  circumstance  to  the  particular 
character  of  those  Indians,  because  I  have  read  that  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  the  Indians  sow  potatoes  in  large  quantities  for  their  subsist- 
ence ? — Yes  ;  they  are  a  different  race  ;  we  have  found  that  although  the  Indian 
works  weU  in  the  Company's  service  he  will  not  settle  down  generally ;  there 
are  many  exceptions.  I  cannot  speak  of  the  west  side  of  the  mountains  ;  I  know 
from  hearsay  that  what  you  liave  stated  is  correct. 

426.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  experiment  in  the 
place  to  which  you  allude,  for  it  has  answered  in  some  places  ;  at  the  Red  River 
Settlement,  for  instance,  and  Norway  House,  if  not  in  other  parts  ? — It  has  not 
answered  fully  in  either  place ;  they  never  become  great  farmers,  and  I  believe 
it  arises  from  a  fondness  for  the  chase  ;  they  object  to  settle  down  anywhere  for 
a  length  of  time. 

427.  Have  the  half-breeds  the  same  objection  to  settle  down  as  the  pure 
Indians  ? — The  Freixch  half-breeds  have,  but  the  English  half-breeds  have  not  so 
much  so. 

428.  Is  there  much  union  of  the  English  and  the  Indian  races  going  on? — 
There  is ;  it  arose  from  the  Company's  servants  and  people  marrying  Indian 
wom.en  ;  there  is  not  so  much  of  it  now  as  there  was  originally,  because  many 
of  the  half-breeds  are  growing  up,  and  they  intermarry  with  them  instead. 

429.  Have 
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420.  Have  you  heaa'd  the  statement,  that  south  of  the  Saskatchewan  River   J.  Jlae,  Esq.,  m.d. 

the  Enghsh  blood  is  so  mixed  up  that  there  are  no  perfectly  pure  Indians         

there  ?— I  think  it  is  incorrect;  south  of  the  Saskatchewan  thq  Indians  are   23  Februarj'i857. 
most  free  from  cross  of  any  kind.     I  understand  that  they  are  less  crossed  than 
any  other  with  white  blood  from  all  that  I  have  heard  ;  I  cannot  speak  from  my 
own  knowledge. 

430.  How  far  north  have  you  travelled  on  the  Mackenzie  River  ? — -I  have 
been  down  to  the  nifouth  ;  1  went  down  to  the  mouth  with  Sir  John  Richardson 
in  1848. 

43 1 .  Have  you  been  westward  along  the  coast  ? — Never  westward. 

432.  You  do  not  know  what  facility  there  is  for  ships  sailing  round  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  ? — The  only  cases  of  their  having  come  round  were 
those  of  Captain  M'Clure  and  Captain  Collinson  ;  they  passed  there. 

433.  That  arises  from  the  great  obstruction  ? — Yes,  from  the  ice  ;  those  were 
the  only  two  instances  where  they  managed  to  get  through. 

434.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  How  far  north  have  you  ever  been  in  Scotland  r — To 
the  Orkneys  and  Shetland. 

435.  Comparing  the  climate  of  the  Orkneys  with  the  climate  at  York  on 
Hudson's  Bay,  Avhere  was  the  great  difference  ? — The  difference  was,  that  the 
summer  was  much  as  our  summer  in  Orkney  is ;  but  the  winter,  of  course, 
extended  over  seven  to  eight  months,  when  there  was  no  navigation.  The 
winter  sets  in  in  the  beginning  of  November,  and  the  ice  does  not  get  away 
from  the  river  before  June.  I  could  not  get  across  the  north  river  at  York 
Factory,  on  account  of  ice,  before  the  10th  or  12th  of  June. 

43t).  Can  they  grow  wheat  in  the  Orkneys? — It  will  ripen  in  small  quantities, 
but  it  is  not  generally  grown  ;  barley  and  oats  are  generally  grown. 

437.  But  you  can  grow  wheat  at  York  ?  — Never. 

438.  The  climate  in  the  summer,  I  take  it,  is  finer  than  at  the  Orkneys? — 
It  is  milder,  a  little  ;  but  it  is  more  irregular,  because  we  have  frosts,  owing  to 
the  ice  being  in  the  Bay  close  off  York  ;  you  can  see  ice  in  the  Bay  almost  the 
whole  «eason*round. 

439.  Going  further  south,  have  you  ever  been  to  Lake  Winnipeg ? — Yes;  I 
have  passed  through  it  -several  times. 

44r().  Have  you  been  in  that  part  of  the  country  through  the  twelve  months  ? 
—No. 

441.  You  do  nt)t  know  when  the  winter  begins  to  the  south  of  Laike  Win- 
nipeg?—The  winter  begins  about  November,  that  is  to  say,  the  ice  begins  to 
shut  up  the  navigation  by  the  end  of  October ;  the  httle  rivers  and  lakes  are 
impassable  about  the  end  of  October. 

442.  When  does  the  winter  end  there  ?— You  can  get  through  Lake  Winnipeg 
sometimes  about  the  1st  of  June  ;  at  other  times  you  may  be  stopped  by  ice  up 
to  the  middle  of  June  ;  when  I  went  through  with  Sir  John  Richardson  we  were 
stopped  in  that  way. 

443.  Agricultural  operations  you  think  would  not  begin  before  June  near 
Lake  Winnipeg  ? — No  ;  not  to  go  through  the  Lake. 

444.  You  say  that  you  went  from  the  boundary  over  to  the  United  States  ?— 

Yes. 

445.  Did  you  go  through  Minesota  ?— Yes,  to  St.  Paul's. 

446.  At  what  time  of  the  year  was  that  ?  —In  the  winter. 

447.  So  that  you  could  not  very  well  judge  of  the  difference  between 
Minesota  and  the  country  round  Lake  Winnipeg  ?— No,  I  could  not  tell  further 
than  that  it  is  a  perfectly  level  tract  between  Red  River  and  Minesota  ;  there 
are  no  hills  or  difficulties  in  the  way  of  travelling. 

448.  On  the  Saskatchewan  I  believe  you  have  never  been?— I  have  never 

been  up  there.  .  n     t    r    r 

449.  What  part  of  the  territory  then  is  it  that  you  say  is  perfectly  lit  tor 
agriculture  ?— I  speak  of  the  Saskatchewan  from  hearsay,  not  from  personal 

knowledge.  ^     t    •       1       .a 

450.  Round  about  Lake  Winnipeg  is  it  fit  for  a.griculture?~It  is  a  low  flat 
sandy  place,  full  of  marshes  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Winnipeg ;  we 
sometimes  had  to  go  manv  miles  before  we  .could  get  ground  to  make  an 
encampment  on;  sometimes  we  had  to  travel  half  the  night  before  we  could 
make  an  encampment. 

0.25.  D  4  451-  Was 
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J.  Ilae,  Esq.,  m.d.       45] .  Was  that  during  the  winter  ?  —No,  in  the  summer  time. 

4.52.  Then  vou  have  travelled  in  that  portion  of  the  world  in  the  summer, 
^3  February  1857.  but  not  through  Minesota  ?-  No. 

453.  Were  you  ever  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  during  the  summer  ? — For 
a  short  time  in  the  spring. 

454,  What  sort  of  land  is  it  about  there  ? — Very  excellent  ground ;  rich,  good 
ground. 

455-  When  you  passed  through  Red  River  and  afterwards  through  Minesota, 
did  you  see  any  great  difference  between  the  appearance  of  that  country  round 
the  Red  River  and  Minesota .' — Very  little ;  it  was  all  covered  with  snow  at  the 
time  ;  I  could  not  judge. 

456.  Are  they  peopling  Minesota  now  from  the  United  States  ? — When  I 
passed  up  I  found  no  settlements  for  about  400  miles,  between  Crow  Wing  and 
Pembina.  I  saw  the  small  trading  posts,  with  a  little  piece  of  land  cultivated  on 
them,  but  no  settlements  that  could  be  called  so. 

4,57.  Mr.  Charles  t'itziinlliam^  Where  is  Crow  Wing? — It  is  marked  as  the 
Crow  Wing  River  beyond  St.  Anthony,  to  the  north  of  St.  Paul's. 

458.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Is  the  Crow  Wing  River  a  tributary  of  the  Mississippi? — It 
is  one  of  the  tributaries  of  tlie  St.  Peter's. 

4,50.  Which  runs  into  the  Mississippi? — Yes. 

460.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  I  believe  now  Minesota  is  a  territory,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

461 .  Did  it  become  a  territory  lately  ? — In  1852  ;  it  was  becoming  a  territory 
I  think  either  in  1851  or  1852,  when  I  was  passing  through. 

462.  Wisconsin  is  a  state,  is  it  not  ? — Y''es. 

463.  Is  Wisconsin  peopled  thoroughly,  or  is  a  large  portion  of  it  still  wild  r  — 
A  very  large  portion  ;  at  least  the  portion  that  I  travelled  through  was  wild. 

464.  Whilst  Wisconsin  remained  wild,  Minesota  was  begun  ? — Minesota,  up 
north  as  far  as  St.  Paul's,  seems  to  be  pretty  well  settled ;  that  is  to  say,  there 
are  now  houses ;  but  beyond  that,  between  that  and  Red  River,  there  seemed 
to  be  from  300  to  400  miles,  by  the  route  I  took  about  450  miles,  not  settled. 

465.  While  very  large  portions  of  Wisconsin  remained  uninhabited,  a  portion 
of  the  territory  of  Minesota  became  peopled? — I  cannot  give  you  reasons, 
because  I  merely  speak  of  the  route  that  I  passed  through. 

46(3.  Did  you  pass  through  Wisconsin  ? — I  passed  through  a  very  small  por- 
tion of  it. 

467.  Was  that  part  of  Wisconsin  through  which  you  passed  uncultivated  ;  was 
there  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  unceded? — There  was  a  large  portion 
which  seemed  scarcely  settled  ;  there  were  saw-mills,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

468.  At  that  very  time  there  were  people  in  Minesota  ? — Yes. 

469.  So  that  Minesota  began  to  be  peopled  before  Wisconsin  was  full  of 
inhabitants  ?~  Clearly  because,  they  followed  the  route  of  the  river.  They  could 
get  steam-boats  completely  up  to  Minesota,  up  to  St.  Paul's.  The  steam-boats 
came  all  the  way  up  the  Mississippi  with  one  small  break. 

470.  So  that  we  may  conclude  that  people  would  go  to  a  new  territory  if 
there  were  inducements  to  go  there,  though  Canada  should  still  retain  lands 
uncultivated,  unsettled,  unceded  ? — Yes,  if  there  were  inducements  sufficient ; 
but  the  Americans  have  not  had  inducements  yet  to  push  up  beyond,  except  at 
St.  Peter's  River. 

471.  Going  to  a  different  subject,  you  spoke  of  the  tariff  established  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  do  not  they  establish  a  tariff  upon  the  goods  they  sell 
and  the  goods  they  buy? — Yes  ;  they  establish  there  a  tariff  for  their  servants. 

472.  So  that  if  a  man  sells  you  a  beaver  skin,  and  you  sell  him  a  flannel 
shirt,  you  put  your  own  price  upon  the  flannel  shirt,  and  upon  the  beaver  skin  ? 
— There  is  a  different  settlement  of  tariff  for  the  Indian,  and  for  the  servant. 

473.  Do  not  you  put  your  own  price  upon  the  flannel  shirt  and  upon  the 
beaver  skin  ? — Yes  ;  50  per  cent,  is  the  price  put  on. 

474.  for  example,  we  will  take  an  item;  take  a  flannel  shirt ;  suppose  it 
cost  here  half-a-crown,  you  say  you  put  50  per  cent,  upon  that? — Yes. 

47,5.  Fifty  ])er  cent,  would  be  added  to  the  half-crown  when  it  got  to  York  ; 
if  you  took  it  to  the  Mackenzie  River  how  much  would  be  added  to  it  there? 
—  Nothing  to  the  servant ;  our  tariff  is  higher  there. 

476.  I  am  talking  of  the  Indian  ?^ — I  do  not  understand  the  question.  Our 
tariffs  are  made ;  there  is  50  per  cent.,  a  fixed  tariff',  put  on  for  the  servant. 

477-   ^'e 
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477.  We  will  not  talk  about  the  servant? — Then  this  article  is  sold  to  the   J.  TJae, Esq.,  m.b. 

Indian  ;  there  is  a  certain  tariff  made  without  any  fixed  per-centage.     The      

articles  that  are  useful,  such  as  woollens,  guns,  and  absolute  necessaries,  are  sold  23  February  1857. 
to  the  Indian  at  a  comparatively  cheap  rate ;  there  is  no  fixed  per-centage  upon 

them. 

478.  So  that  in  fact  there  is  no  tariff  at  all  to  the  Indian? — I  never  made 
out  the  tariff,  but  this  is  the  way  in  which  we  did  it.  Supposing  there  was  a 
Taluable  skin,  we  could  not  pay  the  Indian  for  that  in  the  same  proportion  as 
its  value. 

479.  I  am  not  asking  that  question ;  I  am  asking  you  whether  you  do  not 
put  your  own  price  upon  the  goods  you  sell  to  the  Indian,  without  regard  tO' 
any  tariff  whatever?— Exactly  so,  but  there  is  a  fixed  price  that  the  Indian 
perfectly  understands ;  there  is  no  regular  per-centage  put  on. 

480.  You  lived  some  time  at  York  ? — At  Moose,  in  James's  Bay. 

481.  Do  you  know  what  the  tariff  was  there  to  the  Indian? — Yes;  as  far  a& 
I  remember,  it  was  from  2  s.  6  d.  to  3  s.  for  what  we  called  a  made  beaver. 

482.  What  was  the  tariff  upon  goods  taken  from  England  and  sold  to  the 
Indian  there  ? — I  do  not  know  that ;  I  did  not  make  out  the  tariff. 

483.  Were  you  there  10  years  without  ever  learning  that  fact? — Yes;  it  is 
difficult  to  learn. 

484.  Why  difficult  to  learn  r — Because  I  find  that  they  have  no  fixed  tariff 
made  out  upon  the  plan  you  have  spoken  of,  wherever  it  is.  There  is  no  fixed 
per-centage  put  on  the  goods  anywhere,  wherever  we  have  traded  with  them, 
or  wherever  any  person  else  has  traded  with  them. 

48.5.  Mr.  Lowe.']  Do  you  ask  the  Indians  different  prices  for  goods  at  differ- 
ent times  ? — Never ;  we  cannot  vary  the  price. 

486.  A  beaver  skin  will  always  command  the  same  amount  of  European 
goods  ? — At  the  same  place. 

487.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Are  there  not  varieties  of  beaver  skins  ? — Yes  ;  but  the 
beaver  skin  is  the  standard ;  a  large  beaver  making  one  skin. 

488.  Do  you  give  the  same  price  for  every  beaver  skin?  —  Certainly 
not  ;  two  small  ones  go  for  a  large  beaver ;  two  martens  go  for  a  large 
beaver. 

489.  Who  determines  whether  it  is  a  small  or  a  large  beaver  ?— The  Indians 
themselves  determine  it ;  they  know  it  perfectly  well,  and  so  does  any  man 
who  is  acquainted  with  it;  any  man  who  looks  at  it  can  tell  the   age  of  a 

beaver. 

490.  Lord  Stanley.]  When  you  say  that  a  beaver  skin  commands  a  fixed 
price,  you  mean,  of  course,  a  skin  of  the  average  size  ?— A  skin  of  the  average 
size  ;  a  good  large  skin  killed  in  winter  or  in  spring. 

491.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  When  you  talk  of  a  thing  costing  so  many 
bearers,  you  mean  that  they  may  give  a  beaver  skin  and  five  or  six  racoon 
skins,  or  marten  skins,  in  the  same  way  that  in  the  buffalo  country  they  talk  of 
a  thing  being  worth  so  many  robes  ?  —Yes. 

492.  If  you  bought  a  horse  from  an  Indian  you  would  give  him  so  many 
beavers  for  it  ? — Yes. 

493.  If  you  sold  a  gun,  you  would  say,  "  I  will  take  so  many  beavers  for  it  ? 
— ^Yes  ;  it  is  a  thing  perfectly  understood  by  the  Indian. 

494.  The  beavers  being  the  current  coin  of  the  country?— Yes  ;  the  same  as 
the  current  coin  of  this  country.  The  Indian  understands  it,  and  no  one  will- 
do  anything  until  he  gets  up  to  the  standard  price. 

495.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  If  a  man  came  with  ten  beaver  skins  to  the  factory  at 
Moose  River,  you  say  that  he  would  know  what  price  was  to  be  put  upon  those 
beaver  skins  ;  but  would  he  know  the  price  to  be  put  upon  the  European  goods  ? 
—He  does  not  know  anything  about  the  price  of  the  European  goods  to  him. 
He  knows  exactly  the  articles  that  he  wants ;  he  knows  how  many  skins  he  has 
got,  and  he  knows  what  he  can  get  for  them. 

496.  Who  determines  how  much  he  can  get?— It  was  determined  long  before- 
I  entered  the  service. 

497.  It  never  varies  ?— It  never  varies  much ;  it  was  increased  some  years 
ago  in  favour  of  the  Indian. 

498.  So  that,  as  goods  in  England  become  cheaper,  they  do  not  become 
cheaper  in  Hudson's  Bay?— No  ;  and  if  the  furs  sell  cheaper  we  do  not  give 
less  for  them  to  the  Indian.  „ 

0.25.  "E  499-  Sa 
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J.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.d.  499-  So  that,  if  by  improvements  in  manufacture  here,  you  can  manufacture 
a  woollen  shirt  at  one-fourth  of  the  money  previously  charged,  you  stilt  ask  him 

23  February  1857.  the  same  sum  that  it  cost  when  it  was  four  times  as  dear? — The  tariff  has  been 
cheapened  to  the  Indian  several  times  ;  it  has  been  several  times  altered  in  his 
favour.  That  tariff  was  made  long  before  I  entered  the  service ;  I.  do  not  know 
what  rules  it  was  made  by ;  but  1  suppose  it  was  so  adjusted  that  there  was  a 
fair  profit  to  be  got  from  the  business, 

500.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  you  remember  what  was  usually  given  for  a 
beaver  ? — A  blanket  was  four  beavers,  but  if  you  got  the  value  of  it  in  musk- 
rats  you  would  not  have  above  a  shilling  or  two  profit,  which  would  not  cover 
the  expense ;  ten  rats  go  to  a  beaver ;  ten  rats,  a  few  years  ago,  would  sell  in 
the  London  market  for  about  3  s. ;  they  are  higher  now. 

501.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Have  you  happened  to  see  the  account  of  Hudson's  Bay, 
published  by  Chambers  ? — No. 

502.  If  a  statement  is  therein  made  of  a  coat  being  charged  10  /.  or  12  Z.  to 
the  Indian,  it  is  incorrect? — Certainly;  it  may  have  cost  him  that,  but  the 
chances  are  that  it  only  cost  him  2  /.  or  50  s. ;  it  depends  upon  the  skins  he  gave 
for  it.  The  tariff  is  an  arbitrary  thing ;  if  you  paid  for  the  silver  fox  and  for 
the  marten  according  to  their  value,  the  Indians  would  hunt  up  those  skins 
and  destroy  them  in  a  very  short  time  ;  they  would  not  think  of  hunting  the 
inferior  skins  of  the  musk-rat,  which  form  about  half  the  returns  of  the  southern 
districts  ;  and  the  Indians  would  not  be  any  better  off. 

503.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  If  I  understand  your  use  of  the  word  "  tariff,"  it 
is  a  written  scale  of  prices  according  to  which  the  goods  which  the  Indians 
require  are  supplied  to  them,  estimated  in  beavers? — Exactly. 

504.  What  is  the  money  result  as  regards  the  payment  made  by  the  Indians 
for  those  goods  so  supplied  to  them,  of  course  taking  the  average  value  of  the 
skins ;  you  have  said  that  the  servants  pay  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  London  price ; 
what  do  you  suppose  the  Indians  pay  ? —  JMuch  higher. 

505.  How  much  higher? — I  cannot  say;  it  varies. 

506.  Do  you  think  they  pay  200  per  cent,  on  the  London  price  ? — I  should 
think  they  do. 

507.  Do  you  think  they  pay  500  per  cent.  ? — I  cannot  say. 

508.  Do  you  think  they  pay  very  much  more  than  200  per  cent.  ? — I  should 
think  they  pay  more  than  that,  but  it  is  a  calculation  that  I  never  entered 
into  ;  it  varies  so  much  with  the  prices  of  ihe  furs,  and  the  quantities  of  skins 
obtained. 

509.  You  say  you  have  never  entered  into  the  calculation  ;  at  the  same  time 
you  seem  to  have  an  accurate  idea  to  this  extent,  that  they  pay  more  than  200 
per  cent,  upon  the  cost  price  in  London  ? — Yes. 

510.  Do  you  think  they  pay  300  per  cent.? — They  may ;  I  never  made  a 
'     computation. 

511.  Do  you  think  if  anybody  said  that  they  paid  500  per  cent,  it  would  be 
at  all  an  extreme  statement? — I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  never  made  the  calculation. 
Besides  which  I  have  been  for  the  last  eight  or  10  years  employed  in  quite  a 
different  service,  and  have  had  little  to  do  with  the  Company's  affairs. 

512.  When  did  you  leave  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — Only 
in  1856,  but  since  1847  or  1846  I  have  been  almost  wholly  employed  in  arctic 
service,  consequently  1  have  been  only  one  year  on  actual  duty  in  the  Com- 
pany's service  since  then,  and  I  can  only  speak  generally. 

513.  I  think  you  stated  that  you  had  been  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  for  a  very  long  time?— Twenty-three  years. 

514.  Where  did  you  chiefly  reside  during  that  time  ? — .Moose  Factory  was  the 
place  where  I  remained  longest.     I  was  there  10  years. 

51,5.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  Moose  Settlement  being  the  part  of  the 
district  with  which  you  are  most  familiar,  as  I  understand  you,  is  there  much 
wood  about  that  part  of  the  country  ? — There  is  pine  wood. 

516.  Is  it  extensively  wooded  ? — It  is  v/ell  wooded. 

517.  Are  there  extensive  forests  ? — There  are  extensive  forests. 

518.  There  is  not  much  prairie  about  there  ?^ — Merely  swamp. 

5 19.  Does  the  wood  grow  to  any  large  size  ?— About  two  or  two  and  a  half 
feet  in  diameter  is  about  the  largest  that  I  have  seen. 

520.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Does  not  the  profit  made  upon  the  article  that  is 

given 
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given  for  the  beaver  in  the  country  depend  upon  what  the  beaver  sells  for  in   J.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.d. 
London  ? — Of  course,  entirely.  _ 

521.  Do  you  remember  the  price  of  beaver  a  pound  some  20  years  ago  in  23  February  1857. 
London?— I  do  not. 

522.  Was  it  30  s.  ?— About  30  s.  or  32  s. 

523.  Do  you  remember  what  it  was  selling  for  about  three  years  ago  ? — 
Seven  shillings  or  eight  shillings  a  pound. 

524.  It  is  now,  I  believe,  about  13  *.  ? — Yes. 

525.  Mr.  Percy  Herbert^  What  is  the  weight  of  an  average  beaver? — About 
a  pound  ;  some  of  the  large  ones  are  a  pound  and  a  quarter. 

526.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Am  I  to  understand  you  to  say,  that  in  fact  the  whole 
trade  there  is  one  of  traffic  ? — Yes. 

527.  And  that  the  beaver  is  the  unit  of  computation  in  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  any  article  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  the  cuiTcncy  understood  by  the  Indian. 

528.  I  think  you  stated  that  latterly  the  tariff  for  that  barter  had  been  aug- 
mented by  the  Company  in  favour  of  the  Indian  ? — Yes. 

520.  That  is,  that  they  allow  a  larger  quantity  of  European  goods  for  the 
beavers  than  they  formerly  did  ? — Yes  ;  there  was  a  modification  of  the  tariff 
in  favour  of  the  Indians  some  years  ago  ;  I  forget  the  season. 

530.  How  do  you  reconcile  that  with  the  fact  which  we- have  just  heard,  that 
the  value  of  beaver  has  fallen  from  30  .v.  to  7  s.  or  8*.^  or  13*.? — I  do  not 
know  the  reason  for  making  this  modification. 

531.  Have  you  any  impression  on  your  mind  that  the  Company  are  carrjang 
on  an  unfortunate  trade  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

.532.  How  does  it  arise  that  the  Company  are  able,  notwithstanding  the  great 
reduction  in  the  value  of  beaver,  to  give  a  larger  quantity  of  European  goods 
to  the  Indian  and  still  have  a  large  profit? — It  arose.  I  fancy,  from  the  fact  that 
European  goods  got  cheaper ;  that  is  the  only  way  that  I  can  accouut  for  it ;  I 
was  ordered  to  make  a  modification  at  Mackenzie's  River,  and  I  would  not  do  it, 
except  to  a  small  extent,  because  I  found  that  things  went  on  just  as  well ;  that 
the  Indians  could  clothe  themselves  very  well  if  they  did  any  work. 

533.  Are  tlje  goods  furnished  to  the  servants  of  the  Company  and  to  the 
Indians  the  same  in  quality  ?  — Exactly  the  same. 

534 .  Are  the  Indians  aware  that  they  pay  a  higher  rate  for  them  than  the* 
Company's  servants  are  charged  ? — They  do  not  seem  to  be  aware  of  it ;  they 
are  not  told  that  they  pay  a  higher  value,  but  they  are  quite  satisfied  with  their 
treatment  generally,  and  the  Indian  can  clothe  himself  and  get  all  his  requisites 
if  he  likes  to  work. 

535.  Mr.  Bell.]  Has  the  same  reduction  taken  place  with  regard  to  other 
furs  besides  the  beaver;  the  silver  fox,  for  instance;  is  that  selhng  at  a  pro- 
portionately lower  price  now  to  the  beaver? — No,  I  believe  not. 

536.  Is  it  higher  ? — It  is  about  the  same  that  it  always  has  been  ;  they  vary 
considerably ;  some  kinds  of  fur  go  out  of  fashion,  and  others  come  in. 

.537.  Has  the  general  average  price  of  furs  in  this  country  fallen  within  the 
last  20  years,  or  risen  ?  -  Some  have  varied.  I  do  not  think  the  average  price 
on  the  whole  has  altered ;  but  beavers  have  fallen  very  much,  and  they  were 
the  principal  returns  of  the  country  at  that  time. 

538.  And  some  have  risen? — Yes  ;  I  believe  a  few  have  risen. 

539.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  I  suppose,  during  your  residence  at  Moose  Factory,  you 
saw  the  trading  with  the  Indians .? — I  saw  it ;  I  was  not  a  trader,  but  I  saw 
the  mode  of  trading. 

540.  I  wiU  read  you  a  description  given  of  that  mode  of  trading,  and  wiU 
ask  you  whether  it  be  a  correct  one  :  "  Thus,  an  Indian  arriving  at  one  of  the 
Company's  establishments  with  a  bundle  of  furs,  which  he  intends  to  trade, 
proceeds,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  trading  room  ;  there  the  trader  separates 
the  furs  into  lots,  and,  after  adding  up  the  amount,  delivers  to  the  Indian 
a  nimaber  of  little  pieces  of  wood,  indicating  the  number  of  made-beaver  to 
which  his  hunt  amounts.  He  is  next  taken  to  the  store-room,  where  he  finds 
himself  surrounded  by  bales  of  blankets,  slop-coats,  guns,  knives,  powder  horns, 
flints,  axes,  &c.  Each  article  has  a  recognised  value  in  made-beaver.  A  slop- 
coat,  for  example,  is  12  made  beavers,  for  which  the  Indian  delivers  up  12  of 
nis  pieces  of  wood  ;  for  a  gun  he  gives  20  ;  for  a  knife,  2  ;  and  so  on,  until  his 
stock  of  wooden  cash   is  expended."      Have  you  ever  seen  that   process  ? — 

0.25.  E  2  Certainly^ 


36  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Ji  Rae,  Esq.,  m.d.  Certainly  ;  but  a  coat  generally  costs  five  or  six  skins.  The  process  is  true  ; 
— but  the  details  are  not  true. 

83  February  1857.  541 ,  J  ^iu  now  read  to  you  from  the  "  Indian  tariff  of  the  territory  embraced 
within  the  Royal  License,  situated  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains."  I  find  that 
a  gun,  which  in  England  cost  22  s.,  is  charged  to  the  Indian  20  beavers, 
equivalent  in  market  value  to  32  I.  10*. ;  is  that  anything  according  with  your 
experience  t  -It  was  true  many  years  ago,  but  it  is  not  true  at  present. 

542.  Have  you  wonderfully  reformed  of  later — No,  but  the  price  of  beaver 
is  not  that ;  it  is  13  *.  in  the  market  at  the  present  day. 

543.  Then  the  Indian  would  have  to  give  more  beavers  ? — No,  it  would  still 
be  the  same ;  and  the  gun  might  rise  to  30  s.  or  40  s. 

544.  In  marten  skins  he  gives  for  the  same  gun,  costing  22  ,«.,  60  skins,  and 
their  value  is  46/.  10*.  ? — I  never  saw  more  than  two  martens  go  to  a  beaver 
since  I  have  been  in  the  service. 

545.  He  gives  five  silver  fox  skins  for  the  same  gun,  and  their  market  value 
is  50  /.  ? — Yes,  it  is  true. 

54,'3*.  Do  they  descend  to  musk-rats,  which  form  half  the  stock? — At  some 
places. 

546.  They  do  not  say  anything  about  musk-rats? — No;  that  is  just  the 
thing;  there  is  little  or  no  gain  upon  them.  Let  me  give  my  side  of  the 
tariff :  ten  rats  go  to  a  beaver  ;  for  a  gun  it  would  be  200  rats,  and  the  price  in 
the  market,  some  years  ago,  was  3  d.  or  4  </.  a  skin. 

547.  Mr.  G7'ogan.]  How  many  beavers  go  to  a  gun? — Twenty  by  that 
account,  and  that  is  the  Mackenzie  River  tariff ;  that  is  the  very  highest  tariff 
that  we  have  to  the  Indians.  If  you  are  paid  for  that  gun  in  rats  you  have 
scarcely  the  profit  that  a  London  merchant  would  take,  even  in  the  City,  instead 
of  going  to  the  Saskatchawan,  and  those  musk  rats  form  one-half  of  the  bulk  of 
the  returns  of  the  southern  department,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  northern. 

548.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Can  you  state  the  difference  between  silver  foxes  and 
,      beaver  skins  ;  how  many  beaver  skins  go  to  one  silver  fox  ? — Four  or  five. 

549.  Then  they  give  five  silver  foxes  for  this  same  gun  ':■ — Yes,  in  Mackenzie 
River,  but  about  half  the  amount  elsewhere. 

.550.  And  that  is  equivalent,  it  is  stated,  to  50  I.  ?— Yes. 
•  551.  That  is  the  mode  of  trading  with  the  Indians? — That  is  the  mode  on 
the  one  side  ;  you  must  take  both  sides.  There  is  a  loss,  at  least  not  a  gain, 
in  trading  with  the  inferior  furs.  Were  we  to  pay  according  to  the  value  of 
the  skins  the  Indian  would  hunt  up  and  destroy  all  the  valuable  fur- bearing 
animals,  and  would  not  catch  a  musk  rat  or  the  inferior  skins  at  all. 

552.  When  you  trade  in  musk  rats  in  order  that  the  Indians  should  catch 
musk  rats  in  place  of  catching  beavers,  you  give  more  for  the  musk  rat  in 
proportion  than  for  the  beaver  ? — The  more  inferior  the  skin,  the  higher  the 
price  which  is  given  in  proportion. 

553.  Supposing  an  Indian  comes  with  musk  rats  to  buy  a  gun,  how  many 
musk  rats  will  he  give  for  this  gun  ? — About  200  in  Mackenzie  River,  and  a 
little  more  than  half  elsewhere. 

5,54.  And  how  much  is  each  musk  rat  worth?— They  have  got  up  this  last 
year,  they  were  from  3  rf.  to  4  d.  for  several  years. 

555.  What  are  they  now  ? — 1  forget,  but  they  have  increased  this  last  season. 

556.  Are  they  6  d.  ? — Yes,  fully  that ;  more. 

557.  That  would  be  5Z.  ?— Yes,  at  Mackenzie  River,  but  not  much  above 
half  the  sum  elsewhere. 

558.  Instead  of  22  *•.  ? — Yes  ;  but  6  d.  was  a  high  value,  2  I  10  s.  to  3  /.  would 
be  the  value  of  them  some  few  years  ago  ;  2  ^.  10  s.  would  be  at  3  d. 

559.  Mr.  Gurney.']  If  I  understand  rightly,  the  principle  is,  that  you  give  a 
higher  price  for  the  lower  skin,  and  a  lower  price  for  the  more  valuable  skin, 
with  the  view  of  yielding  the  Indian  a  fair  average  on  his  general  hunt  1 — 
Exactly  so,  because  were  we  not  to  pay  them  for  the  inferior  skins  higher  than 
any  person  could  do  with  a  profit,  they  would  not  hunt  up  those  skins,  which 
are  very  numerous ;  they  would  follow  up  the  others  as  they  have  done  on  the 
frontier,  and  destroy  all  the  valuable  animals  without  advantage  to  themselves. 

560.  Mr.  Lowc.'\  It  is  a  contrivance  for  preserving  the  more  valuable 
animals  r — Yes,  and  probably  the  Indians  also,  because  the  poorer  Indians  and 
the  women  and  children  hunt  up  the  musk  rats,  of  which  there  are  abundance, 
and  can  provide  food  and  clothing  for  themselves  in  that  way. 

561.  Mr. 
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561.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  You  were  at  Moose  for  a  considerable  time,  and  J,  Sf»e,.Esq,,M,.i>. 

■were  through  the  Indian  territory  •,  what  disposition  have  you  generally  observed         

in  the  Indians  towards  the  traders? — They  are  most  friendly,  as  far  as  I  have  '^S  February  ,1857. 
ever  seen  them. 

562.  When  Indians  came  to  the  fort  that  you  were  at,  in  distress  or  in  a 
state  of  destitution,  did  the  servants  of  the  Company  relieve  them  ? — They  were 
always  relieved  both  in  food  and  clothing  if  requisite,  and  in  medicines  if 
necessary,  for  those  who  were  sick,  arid  that  was  done  gratuitously ;  they  got 
the  clothing  gratuitous!}' ;  if  they  could  not  pay  for  it,  it  remained  a  debt.  If 
it  was  an  old  person  that  could  not  hunt  he  got  the  clothes  gratuitously,  and 
some  food  also. 

563.  At  your  station  were  spirits  ever  bartered  for  the  furs  ?-^Never.  Where 
I  was,  there  was  a  dram  occasionally  given  to  a  good  hunter  when  he  came  in, 
-one  on  coming  and  one  on  going,  but  spirits  were  never  bartered  for  furs. 

564.  Was  it  an  uncommon  thing  to  see  an  Indian  in  the  territory,  in  a  state 
of  intoxication  ?  — Very  uncommon  in  late  years  in  the  Company's  territories. 

565.  Are  you  aware  that  spirits  are  given  in  small  gratuities  at  certain  times 
of  the  year? — They  are  given  in  the  summer  when  Indians  are  employed  to 
voyage ;  they  are  given  because  it  is  an  old  custom  with  the  men,  much  as  it 
is  with  sailors  or  anybody  else,  to  give  them  a  little  spirits  when  they  come 
down  to  the  depot,  and  the  Indians  so  employed  get  the  same  quantity.  But 
the  Company,  wherever  I  have  been,  have  offered  them  other  articles,  tobacco, 
tea,  and  sugar  to  two  or  three  times  the  value,  if  they  would  take  them,  instead 
of  the  spirits. 

566.  Mr.  Moebuck.]  The  spirits  were  for  payment  in  that  case,  then? — No, 
the  spirits  were  given  as  a  gratuity.  What  they  call  the  regale  given  to  the 
men  when  they  come  down. 

567.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  The  supply  of  spirits  was  limited  to  what  was 
called  the  regale : — Where  I  was,  and  in  many  cases,  we  had  no  spirits ;  we 
have  no  spirits  in  the  Athabasca  or  in  La  Crosse  or  on  the  Mackenzie  River,  for 
the  men,  officers,  or  Indians ;  the  persons  in  charge  had  no  spirits  or  wine 
allowed  them. 

568.  In  trading  with  the  Indians,  did  you  find  them  tolerably  quick  in  their 
dealings  with  you,  or  were  they  credulous  and  to  be  imposed  upon  easily  r — 
They  understood  the  value  of  every  skin  they  had,  and  they  had  in  their  mind 
everything  that  they  wanted. 

569.  Were  they  shrewd  in  their  dealings? — Perfectly  shrewd. 

570.  They  knew  their  rights  ? — Perfectly  so. 

571.  They  were  aware  that  with  this  tariff,  which  was  established  for  the 
barter,  the  servants  of  the  Company  could  not  interfere  ;  that  it  was  a  fixed  thing 
with  them  r — ^They  knew  it  thoroughly. 

572.  Mr.  Gordo?!.]  But  I  think  you  said  that  you  thought  the  Indians  were 
unaware  of  the  much  higher  per-centage  that  they  were  paying  for  articles  ? — 
Yes  ;  they  did  not  understand  anything  about  the  per-centages. 

573.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  there  any  district  in  the  country  besides  the 
-district  yoii  were  first  speaking  of,  the  Saskatchawan,  where  you  think  a  self- 
supporting  colony  could  exist  ? — Not  in  the  present  state  of  the  country  ;  not 
till  it  is  settled  up  to  that  point,  and  then  it  might,  but  it  would  take  a  long 

while. 

574.  To  what  part  of  the  country  do  you  allude  besides  the  Saskatchawan  ; 
to  the  thick  wood  districts  ?— The  only  part  that  I  should  fancy,  would  be  up 
.about  the  Kainy  Lake.  ^ 

575.  The  Rainy  Lake  is  between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  r— Yes. 

576.  In  what  part  of  the  thick,  wood  districts,  north  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  do 
you  think  a  self-supporting  colony  could  exist  ?— Nowhere,  according  to  my 

experience. 

577.  1  believe  you  have  travelled  in  the  country  between  the  northern  shore 
of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  ?— Yes,  in  winter. 

578.  What  sort  of  a  district  is  it,  keeping  on  British  territory,  between  the 
Red  River  and  Lake  Superior  ?— From  the  Red  River  to  Lake  Superior,  by  the 
route  that  I  came  to  Fort  William,  towards  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  is 
not  a  difficult  country  to  travel  over,  because  we  in  the  winter  followed  the 
lakes  and  rivers  ;  but  on  coming  to  Lake  Superior,  the  hills  on  the  north  shore 
there  run  north  and  south,  consequently  there  is  a  continuous  series  of  ridges 
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J.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.d.  having  deep  ravines  between  them,  where  the  streams  running  out  to  Lake 

Superior  pass  through,  and  you  have  to  go  about  1 00  miles  to  the  north  of  the 

23  February  1857.  place  before  you  can  travel  well.  I  went  to  the  north  about  100  miles,  and 
found  the  country  there  difficult  to  travel  over ;  we  were  obliged  to  leave  our 
dogs,  and  carry  our  clothes  and  provisions  on  our  backs. 

579.  That  is  on  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Superior? — \  es. 

,580.  Was  there  any  temptation  to  a  colonist  to  settle?  —  It  was  the 
winter  time,  and  I  saw  no  country  that  would  do  for  settlement ;  there  were  a 
great  many  swamps.  I  passed  along  the  head  waters  from  Nipegon  to  Long 
Lake,  and  it  seemed  to  me  a  swampy  conntry,  like  most  of  the  head  waters  of 
the  country. 

58 1 .  In  travelling  from  Fort  William  to  the  Red  River,  in  taking  goods  is  it 
a  difficult  or  is  it  an  easy  route  ? — Very  difficult ;  we  are  not  able  to  travel 
there  with  any  thing  but  canoes ;  the  rivers  there  are  too  difficult  for  boats 
even. 

:;82.  It  is  a  very  level  and  swampy  country: — It  is  a  level  and  swampy 
country  in  one  part,  and  it  is  very  hilly  close  to  Lake  Superior ;  there  are  some 
high  hills  to  climb  over,  two  in  particular. 

.583.  For  all  purposes  of  practical  transport  that  country  is  an  impracticable 
one  in  winter,  is  it  not  ? — Quite  so,  to  a  great  extent. 

584.  There  has  been  a  good  deal  said  about  a  railway  coming  from  Canada 
to  the  Red  River,  and  so  on  ;  from  what  you  saw  of  the  character  of  the 
country,  are  the  physical  difficulties  very  great  against  carrying  out  that 
railway  ? — I  should  think  they  would  be  immense ;  not  insurmountable,  but 
immensely  expensive,  particularly  on  that  line  along  the  north  of  Lake 
Superior. 

585.  Did  you  hear  Colonel  Lefroy's  evidence  ? — Yes. 

,586.  He  describes  that  as  a  line  which  engineers  had  drawn  in  the  air, 
of  course  imagining  that  science  and  art  can  overcome  all  the  physical 
difficulties;  I  suppose  you  agree  in  that  evidence? — Perfectly;  as  far  as  the 
practical  results  g6,  it  could  never  pay  anything  in  the  present  state  of  the 
country. 

.587.  Supposing  that  a  British  colony  was  founded,  and  that  the  Government 
of  Canada  was  to  be  extended  to  the  Red  River,  and  no  railway  was  to  be  made, 
how  could  communication  be  kept  up  between  the  seat  of  government  in 
Canada  and  the  colony  of  the  Red  River  in  winter  ? — There  is  no  regular 
communication  without  going  through  the  States ;  there  could  be  no  regular 
and  quick  communication. 

58'8.  If  any  one  now  wanted  to  go,  say  from  Toronto  to  the  Red  River,  in 
winter,  how  would  he  go  ? — Through  the  States,  by  railway  as  far  as  it  went, 
and  he  would  then  cross  over  the  prairie  country,  which  is  unsettled,  with 
horses  or  dogs. 

589.  Mr.  Kiimaird.]  W'as  the  400  miles  that  you  travelled  to  St.  Paul's  i-vith. 
horses  ? — Dogs  ;  horses  couM  not  travel ;  the  snow  was  too  deep  ;  it  was  in 
February  or  March. 

590.  Coidd  you  have  done  it  with  horses  in  the  summer  ? — Yes,  it  is  practicable 
in  summer  both  with  horses  and  with  waggons ;  light  waggons  go  regularly 
across  the  prairie  plains. 

591.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  you  know  the  Nipissing  at  the  head  of  the 
Ottawa  ? — I  have  never  been  there,  but  I  know  where  it  is. 

592.  Taking  that  to  be  the  end  of  the  railway  concession,  Viow  far  is  it  in  a 
straight  line  from  the  Red  River  ? — It  is  difficult  to  say,  but  I  think  it  is  some- 
where about  from  1,000  to  1,200  miles  ;  it  is  on  the  charts. 

593.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  have  been  through  the  district  ex- 
tending from  there,  and  are  able  personally  to  speak  to  the  sort  of  country 
which  it  is  ? — I  have  traversed  that  country  once,  and  I  have  passed  through 
Lake  Superior  several  times  by  water ;  the  whole  of  the  shores  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior are  perfectly  impracticable  ;  there  is  a  little  cultivable  ground  at  the  mouth 
of  each  river,  but  otherwise  it  is  an  immense  rocky  tract. 

594.  Mr.  Eoebtick.]  Supposing  you  were  going  from  Lake  Erie  up  to  Lake 
Superior,  could  not  you  go  in  a  steamer  up  Lake  Erie,  and  from  Lake 
lirie  into  Lake  Huron,  and  from  Lake  Huron  into  Lake  Superior  ? —Yes,  in 
suiumer. 

595-  Mr. 
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.595-  Mr.  Lowe.]  Is  there  a  canal  open  now  ?— They  are  preparing  one ;  I  am  /.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.  d. 
not  quite  sure  whether  it  is  open.  

596-  Mr.  Roebuck.]  When  that  canal  is  finished,  if  it  be  not  finished,  there  23  February  1857. 
will  be  a  regular  communication  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior  ? — Yes. 

597.  You  say  that  the  road  is  impracticable  during  winter? — Yes. 

598-  If  the  country  were  peopled,  would  not  the  people  make  a  road  in 
for  the  sleighs  ? — Not  along  the  North  shore  of  Lake  Superior. 

599.  Would  they  not  travel  over  the  ice  ? — The  lake  is  so  bad  that  the  ice 
gets  detached  from  the  rocks  ;  it  does  not  remain  fast,  and  our  expresses  seldom 
or  never  attempt  to  go  there.  The  wind  comes  on,  and  the  waves  from 
the  lake  hreak  up  the  ice ;  and  several  of  the  expresses  have  been  nearly 
lost. 

600.  Sir  John  Pakmgto}?.]  \Vhich  hue  do  they  take  in  winter?  — They  go 
further  to  the  north  by  Lake  Nipigon,  and  a  place  called  Long  Lake,  ]  00  or 
120  miles  in  from  Lake  Superior. 

601.  Mv.  Roebuck.]  So  that  if  the  country  were  peopled  at  Lake  Nipigon, 
there  would  be  a  regular  communication  by  sleighs  ? — I  cannot  sny  ;  the  route 
that  I  passed  by  is  impracticable  to  sleighs. 

602.  Are  you  at  all  aware  of  the  richness  of  the  northern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior  in  metal  r — I  have  understood  that  there  are  mines  ;  at  least  that  there 
is  copper  ore  there. 

603.  Is  that  no  attraction,  do  you  think? — I  understood  that  the  geologists, 
who  visited  them,  said  that  they  would  scarcely  pay  for  working  them ;  they  are 
not  equal  to  the  mines  on  the  south  shore.  I  have  not  examined  them  myself; 
I  only  speak  from  hearsay  on  that  point. 

604.  Therefore  you  cannot  say  whether  that  county  has  inducements  to 
settlement  or  not  ? — I  can  say  that  it  has  not  the  least  inducement  of  having 
fine  agricultural  land  to  settle  upon  along  the  north  shore ;  it  is  a  perfectly 
barren,  rocky  coast,  perfectly  iron  bound,  except  at  the  mouths  of  some  of 
the  little  streams  where  there  is  a  little  alluvial  deposit  of  land,  where  little 
patches  may  be  cultivated ;  generally  speaking,  it  is  a  rocky,  barren  coast  with 
ridges. 

605.  Do  you  know  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Huron  ? — I  never  came  along 
that  side. 

6ofi.  Have  you  passed  over  from  Lake  Huron  to  Lake  Nipissing  ? — I  never 
was  there. 

607.  Then  the  questions  put  to  you  about  Lake  Nipissing  you  cannot 
answer? — No.  I  said  that  I  could  not  answer  them.  I  never  passed  that 
way. 

608.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Will  you  describe  upon  the  map  the  line  of 
country  that  you  have  been  through,  starting  from  Fort  William ;  where  did 
you  go  to,  going  up  towards  Nipigon  r —  I  passed  directly  from  Fort  William 
up  to  Lake  Nipig-on  ;  I  then  struck  east  to  a  place  called  Long  Lake,  about 
100  miles. 

609.  What  sort  of  a  country  was  it  between  Lake  Nipigon  and 'Long  Lake? 
— It  was  low  and  swampy.  I  passed  through  a  number  of  little  lakes  and 
rivers,  and  swamps,  apparently  ;  they  were  all  covered  up  with  ice  at  the  time. 
Then  from  Long  Lake  I  went  to  the  Pice  River,  a  difficult  tract  of  country  ; 
that  is  on  Lake  Superior. 

610.  What  sort  of  a  country  was  it  between  Long  Lake  and  Pice  River  r— 
Very  rough  and  rugged ;  our  dogs  got  knocked  up ;  we  could  scarcely  use 
them ;  we  were  obliged  to  carry  our  clothes  on  our  backs. 

621.  Which  way  did  the  rivers  run  there?  —  Nearly  north  and  south 
generally. 

612.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  The  Pice  River  falls  into  Lake  Superior? — Yes. 

613.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  And  the  water  the  other  way  ran  to  the  north,  to 
Hudson's  Bay  ? — I  did  not  go  so  far  up,  I  was  only  at  the  watershed  at  the 
head  waters. 

614.  Did  there  appear  to  be  no  valley  in  that  direction,  or  no  part  eligible 
for  settlement? — I  saw  nothing,  excepting  that  the  country  which  I  went  over 
was  low  ;  it  looked  swampy,  like  most  of  the  watersheds  there. 

615.  Where  did  you  go  to  from  Pice  River? — To  Michipicoton. 

0.25.  E  4  616.  There 
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J.  Rae,  Esq.,  u.o.       01 6.  There  you  came  down  into  Lake  Superior? — Yes.     From  that  I  came 

. to  St.  Mary's ;  we  were  obhsjed  to  leave  our  dogs  behind. 

23  February  1857.       617.  Sir  John  Pakingtori.']  How  did  you  get  on  ? — We  walked  on  foot,  and 

carried  our  baggage  and  provisions  on  the  backs  of  men.     It  is  one  of  the 

roughest  countries  I  ever  passed  through. 

618.  Mr.  Edivard  Ellice.']  With  respect  to  the  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  are 
you  aware  uf  the  number  of  them,  or  the  available  state  of  the  work  at  those 
mines  ■  — i  am  not. 

619.  But  a  great  naany  companies  have  attempted  to  work  them  ? — -Several. 

620.  Both  on  the  American  and  on  the  Canadian  side  ? — On  both  sides. 

621.  The  general  result  has  been  not  very  profitable  ? — Not  on  the  north 
side,  because  they  have  given  them  all  up,  or  most  of  them.  There  are  only 
a  few  of  the  American  mines  paying  where  they  get  large  masses  of  copper. 

622.  I  beheve  that  the  great  difficulty  with  the  copper  there  is  from  its 
extreme  purity,  and  the  great  masses  that  it  is  in,  so  that  they  cannot  easily 
break  it  ? — Un  the  south  side ;  but  they  have  found  nothing  of  that  kind  on. 
the  north  side  that  I  am  aware  of. 

623.  But  all  the  copper  is  actually  in  large  solid  masses,  requiring  great, 
force  to  break  it  r — I  have  seen  pieces  of  one  or  two  tons,  and  pieces  are  found 
much  heavier  than  that. 

624.  Sir  John  Faking  ton. '\  What  was  the  length  of  time  occupied  in  your 
journey  from  the  Red  River  to  Toronto  ?— To  St.  Mary's,  two  months ;  about 
60  days. 

62.5.  It  is  a  journey  rarely  made  I  suppose? — Not  by  the  same  person;  there 
are  generally  relays  of  men  at  each  post ;  each  eight  or  ten  days. 

626.  The  journey  is  made  from  post  to  post? — Yes;  by  different  relays  of 
men. 

627.  In  that  way  is  the  journey  often  made  during  the  winter  months? — 
Only  once  or  twice  when  the  express  comes  down ;  the  winter  express  used  to 
come  that  way  communicating  with  all  the  posts  bringing  information  down  to 
Canada. 

625.  What  is  the  distance  between  the  posts? — Generally  100  or  200  miles  r 
by  the  route  followed  it  is  more. 

629.  Mr.  Grogan.']  You  said  that  the  express  went  by  Lake  Nipigon  and 
by  Long  Lake ;  did  the  express  travel  that  route  because  there  were  posts 
there  ? — Partly,  and  partly  because  they  cannot  travel  along  the  lake  on  account 
of  the  ice  breaking  away  sometimes  with  a  gale  of  wind,  which  renders  it  very 
dangerous;  the  shore  is  so  precipitous  that  the  ice  is  apt  to  break  away  and 
prevent  travelling. 

630.  Are  there  no  posts  between  Lake  jSipigon  and  the  north  shore  ? — No. 

631.  It  is  the  only  route  that  is  practicable  ? — It  is  the  only  route  that  the 
Company's  people  go  generally  ;  they  make  a  rush  sometimes  across  the  Bay, 
but  they  do  not  do  so  generally,  it  being  so  unsafe. 

632.  Mr.  Bell.']  Are  there  any  whales  in  Hudson's  Bay  ? — I  saw  a  few  up  to 
the  north. 

633.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  Hudson's  Bay  abounds  with  them  ? — No,. 
not  the  southern  part ;  I  saw  a  few  in  the  northern  part,  towards  Repulse  Bay. 

634.  Are  there  any  seals  ? — There  were  plenty  of  white  porpoises,  and  many 
seals,  and  some  walruses  the  last  time  I  was  there. 

63,5.  Do  they  afford  a  large  quantity  of  oil? — Yes  ;  the  Esquimaux  kill  them. 

636.  There  are  no  British  fisheries? — No  ;  none  are  established  there. 

637.  They  are  not  allowed,  I  suppose? — No  one  ever  attempted  it  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

638.  Do  you  know  whether  that  is  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  monopoly? — It 
is  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory. 

039.  So  that  no  ships  can  come  into  the  Hudson's  Straits  to  fish  for  whales  ? 
—  I  sujjpose  so  ;  there  are  not  many  whales. 

640.  Do  you  suppose  there  would  be  a  sufficient  quantity  of  fish  of  that  kind 
to  support  a  settlement? — I  think  not;  when  I  went  in  1846-7  I  saw  a  good 
many  whales  ;  when  1  went  in  1853  and  1854  I  saw  only  one  or  two  small 
ones. 

641.  At  what  part  of  Hudson's  Bay  ? — Inside  Southampton  Island. 

642.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  How  long  is  the  water  so  free  from  ice  that  vessels 
could  hunt  the  whales  ? — About  two  months  ;  it  is  very  dangerous  ;  it  is  full  of 

currents ; 
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currents;  it  nearly  wrecked  Sir  George  Back's  vessel,  and  prevented  another  jRae.Esa,^,^ 
gentleman,  Captain  Lyon,  twice  from  getting  up  there,  whose  vessel  got  nearly  —-____"  ' 
destroyed;  the  currents  are  very  strong  and  it  is  very  dangerous;  I  got  on  23  February  1857 
because  I  had  boats  and  got  inside  the  ice  in  shoal  water. 

643.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Do  you  know  of  any  coal  being  discovered 
anywhere  on  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay  ?— I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

644.  Mr.  Grogan  ]  Along  the  journey  which  you  have  described  to  us  as 
having  taken,  were  there  any  houses  or  any  people  ?— None,  except  the  posts 
that  I  have  mentioned. 

645.  The  whole  of  the  rest  of  the  country  is  unoccupied  and  desolate?— 
Quite,  except  by  Indians. 

646.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  From  your  evidence  I  gather  that  you  entirely  approve 
of  the  rule  of  the  Company,  in  not  selling  spirits  to  the  Indians  ?— Perfectly ;  it 
is  the  best  rule  that  was  ever  made. 

647.  Have  you  compared  them  with  those  who  have  access  to  spirits?— Yes, 
I  have  seen  the  effect ;  the  Indians  are  much  easier  to  deal  with,  more  attentive, 
and  better  in  every  way. 

648.  You  also,  I  gather,  approve  of  settling  and  attempting  to  civilise  them ; 
you  think  that  it  may  be  done  with  success  ?  —I  think  it  is  a  good  thing ;  if  it 
could  be  possibly  done  it  would  be  beneficial  in  every  way ;  it  i'<  not  even 
opposed  to  the  Company's  trade,  because  the  time  when  they  would  be  employed 
in  the  settlement  is  not  the  time  when  they  hunt. 

649.  'J  he  scheme  has  been  partially  successful  in  the  Red  River  r— Yes,  but 
very  partially,  because  most  of  them  hunt  in  the  winter,  and  they  do  not 
depend  upon  the  farms. 

650.  The  settling  and  the  civilising  have  never  been  opposed  by  the  Company 
in  any  way?— Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

65 1 .  Chairman.}  Still,  do  you  think  that  the  constitution  of  the  Company  is 
such  as  to  make  it  very  well  fitted  for  the  management  of  settlements  except 
upon  a  very  small  scale  ?— I  speak  of  the  Indians  settling  down,  not  of  others 
settling ;  not  of  colonising,  not  of  strangers  coming  in. 

6!\j.  When  you  use  the  word  "  settlements,"  you  mean  mere  Indian  villages? 
— Indian  villages  and  settlements  ;  local  trading  places. 

653^  Mr.  Roebuck.]  But  surely  a  fur  company  is  opposed  to  colonisation,  is 
it  not? — I  should  fancy  so,  generally. 

6,54.  'Jherefore,  insomuch  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  a  capital  fur 
Company,  it  is  a  very  bad  coloniser  ?— 1  should  fancy  so ;  it  never  professed  to 
be  a  colonising  Company. 

(5,55.  Mr.  Loive.}  With  regard  to  the  half-breeds,  do  you  consider  them  a 
material  from  which  an  agricultural  population  can  be  formed  ?—  I  believe  that 
the  English  half-breeds  may  be  so ;  they  are  a  very  excellent  race  generally, 
but  careless  and  improvident. 

6-)6.  Will  they  settle  down  and  cultivate  the  ground? — There  will  be  a 
diificulty  about  it,  because  they  generally  prefer  the  hunting. 

657.  Have  they  settled  in  any  great  numbers? — In  ,the  Red  River  to  a  con- 
siderable extent. 

65S.  Have  they  given  up  hunting  altogether  ?— Not  so  far  as  I  know.  They 
generally  hunt  as  long  as  they  are  able ;  they  go  as  voyageurs  in  the  summer, 
and  hunt  in  the  autumn  and  winter. 

659.  And  they  do  not  really  cultivate  the  ground  much? — Many  of  them 
do,  but  the  generality  of  them  prefer  the  sort  of  wild  life  of  hunting. 

660.  Are  they  troublesome  people  to  govern  ? — Not  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

661.  The  Company, has  no  difficulty  in  ruling  them,  and  keeping  them  in 
order? — I  think  not ;  I  speak  particularly  of  the  English  half-breeds.  1  have 
generally  had  them  with  me  on  my  expeditions,  and  found  them  good  practi- 
cable men. 

fi6j.  Chairman.]  Fs  the  number  of  the  half-breeds  much  increasing  ? — I 
should  think  it  is ;  where  they  are  colonised,  they  are  increasing  largely. 

663.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  You  spoke  of  the  settlement  at  the  Red  River 
just  now,  as  if  it  was  a  settlement  of  Indians  ;  there  are  very  few  Indians  there, 
i  believe  ?— There  are  a  good  many  at  both  ends. 

664.  I  mean  full-blooded  Indians  ?-r- A  good  many  Crees  are  settled  there, 
and  others. 

0,25.  F  665.  They 
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J,  Rae,  Esq.,  m.  d.        66,5.  They  do  not  farm,  do  they  ? — They  do  to  a  small  extent. 

■ 666.  Are  they  not  the  only  instances  of  Indians,  except  those  that  have  been 

23  February  1857.  surrounded  by  the  population  of  Canada,  that  you  know  of,  who  have  settled 
down  as  farmers  ?  — There  is  one  instance  in  the  States  that  I  have  heard  of. 

667.  Where  ?— I  forget  the  name  of  the  tribe. 

668.  The  Cherokees  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  settled  down,  and  have  really  become 
civilised  ;  they  have  their  own  Member  going  to  the  Legislature,  and  they  have 
schools. 

66g,  The  Cherokees  are  not  now  inhabiting  the  ground  where  they  were 
originally  found  ? — No  ;  they  have  changed  their  ground,  and  also  so  have  some 
of  the  others  ;  some  have  immigrated  from  their  own  lands  to  the  Red  River. 

670.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  In  the  whole  history  of  America  has  there  been  one 
instance  of  a  half-breed  settlement  continuing  up  to  the  present  time } — I  am 
not  able  to  answer  that  question. 

671.  Has  it  not  been  found  by  experience  that  the  red  man  is  opposed  to 
that  kind  of  life  which  we  call  civilised  life  ? — Exactly  so  ;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  it. 

672.  And  wherever  the  civilised  man  comes  the  red  man  disappears  ? — Yes, 
that  is  the  result,  generally  speaking. 

673.  Mr.  Gordon.]  In  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Simpson,  which  is  to  be 
found  in  some  papers  laid  before  Parliament  in  1842,  he  says  :  "  Our  different 
trading  establishments  are  the  resort  or  refuge  of  many  of  the  natives  who,  from 
age,  infirmity,  or  other  causes,  are  unable  to  follow  the  chase  ;  they  have  the 
benefit  of  the  care  and  attention,  free  of  expense,  of  our  medical  men,  of  whom 
about  12  are  usually  employed  in  the  service;  every  trading  establishment  being 
in  fact  an  Indian  hospital."  How  far  does  your  experience  as  a  medical  man 
in  the  service  of  the  Company  bear  that  out  r — Wherever  we  act  as  medical  men 
our  services  are  given  gratuitously.  We  go  to  a  distance  if  an  Indian  is  at  a 
distance,  and  have  him  taken  to  a  fort,  and  he  is  fed  and  clothed  there.  And 
it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  hear  the  old  Indians,  when  unfit  for  hunting,  say, 
"  We  are  unfit  for  work  ;  we  will  go  and  reside  at  a  fort."  That  is  the  ordinary 
feeling  which  prevailed  in  the  country.  Although  there  are  no  medical  men 
up  at  the  different  posts  (there  may  be  the  number  Sir  George  has  mentioned 
scattered  over  the  country),  yet  medicines  are  sent  up  to  all  the  posts  in  regular 
supplies. 

674.  If  that  attendance  were  asked  it  would  always  be  afforded? — Yes. 

675.  Was  it  frequently  afforded? — Frequently  so ;  but  those  places  on  the 
coast  are  liable  to  much  more  disease  than  places  inland. 

676.  Then,  in  short,  you  think  that  if  a  statement  were  made,  that  the 
Directors  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  considered  that  it  was  their  business 
to  attend  to  the  Company's  own  servants,  but  not  to  any  other  class  of  the 
population,  it  would  be  a  false  charge  ? — Perfectly  erroneous  ;  in  fact  the  Indian 
is  more  readily  attended  to  generally  than  the  others. 

677.  And  as  a  rule  the  medical  men  appointed  by  the  Company  would  not 
consider  it  their  sole  duty  to  attend  to  the  Company's  servants  r— Certainly 
not ;  they  are  there  for  the  Indians  as  much  as  for  the  Company's  people. 

678.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  How  long  did  you  say  that  you  dwelt  at  Moose  Factory? 
— Ten  years. 

679.  During  that  time  what  was  the  average  number  of  the  worn-out  hunters 
who  Uved  there  upon  your  charity  ? — I  cannot  exactly  tell  that.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  place  was,  I  think,  about  180  altogether ;  few  Indians  came  there  ; 
but  there  were  generally  two  or  three  or  four  old  famihes,  or  six  sometimes, 
pensioners  at  the  place.  They  called  at  the  Fort ;  they  were  there  regularly 
every  week :  they  had  their  encampment  at  the  place,  and  they  went  and 
hunted  at  intervals  as  they  were  able,  and  if  they  were  not  able  to  get  food 
enough,  they  had  it  given  to  them. 

680.  How  many  people  would  those  families  number  r— Perhaps  12  ;  perhaps 
13  or  14  altogether. 

f)8i.  Then  I  understand  you  that  at  the  Moose  Factory  there  was  an  average 
of  about  12  old  Indians  ?~Yes,  women  and  )aen. 

682.  That  was  tlie  sum  of  the  great  advantage  that  the  Indians  round  about 
Moose  Factory  derived,  namely,  10  or  12,  or,  say,  14  or  16?— The  whole  popu- 
lation there  is  about  180,  and  if  any  of  them  came  in  and  were  imfit  to  hunt, 

they 
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they  were  received  at  the  Fort;  we  never  forced  them  into  the  Fort;  but  if  J.  line,  Eiq.,  m.v 
they  came  and  asked  assistance  and  wished  to  stay,  they  did  so.  

683.  Mr.  Labouchere  wishes  to  know  whether  anything  is  done  with  respect  ^^3  February  1857. 
to  vaccination  ?— Yes  ;  vaccine  matter  is  sent  to  all  the  posts.     I  may  mention 

a  curious  fact,  which  is,  that  in  the  year  1835  the  small-pox  was  brought  up  by 
a  steamboat  from  the  States.  A  gentleman  at  the  Saskatchewan  vaccinated  all 
the  Cree  Indians  that  came  in  ;  and  there  was  scarcely  a  single  case  occurred 
among  the  tribe ;  we  supposed  it  was  because  they  had  all  been  vaccinated ; 
whereas  deaths  took  place  amongst  the  more  distant  tribes,  near  the  Missouri. 
The  small-pox  was  brought  by  steamboat  up  the  Missouri,  and  was  brought 
oyer  to  the  Saskatchewan  by  a  quantity  of  horse-stealers,  who  heard  that  the 
disease  was  at  the  Missouri,  and  went  to  steal  horses  there.  They  found  the 
Indians  dying  by  hundreds  ;  they  took  the  disease  with  them,  and  most  of  them 
died  upon  the  road, 

684.  Taking  you  from  Moose  Factory  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River, 
where  you  lived  ;  how  long  did  you  live  there  ? — About  nine  months  at  Fort 
Simpson,  and  two  years  at  Bear  Lake,  which  is  in  the  Mackenzie  district. 

685.  How  many  worn-out  hunters  lived  there,  deriving  charity  from  you  ? — 
I  do  not  remember ;  I  think  there  were  about  two  or  three  famiUes  whilst  I 
was  there  ;  at  the  one  post. 

686.  Say  six  people  ? — Yes,  about  that  at  that  time  ;  but  it  varies  according 
to  the  privations  which  the  Indians  have  suffered. 

687.  Mr.  Gurney.]  Did  I  understand  you  rightly,  that  in  addition  to  the 
worn-out  hunters  who  were  resident,  there  was  also  gratuitous  medical  advice 
given  to  the  other  Indians  as  they  happened  to  require  it  ? — To  every  one  that 
came,  or  that  we  heard  of. 

688.  Sir  Joh7i  Pakington.']  How  far  south  do  the  Esquimaux  come? — Along 
the  shore  of  Hudson's  Bay  ;  they  come  to  Churchill,  in  latitude  59°. 

68g.  Do  they  come  down  as  far  south  as  the  Great  Slave  Lake? — They  do 
not  go  inland  at  all ;  the  furthest  inland  that  they  go  is  up  the  Back  River, 
that  we  know  of  now. 

690.  1  hey  always  keep  to  the  rivers  or  the  sea  r — Yes,  it  is  generally 
found  so. 

6gi.  Is  tliere  in  the  interval  a  large  tract  of  land  between  the  North 
American  Indians  and  the  Esquimaux  r — Certainly  ;  a  sort  of  debatable  land  ; 
and  between  each  tribe  of  the  Esquimaux  themselves  there  is  a  debatable 
land ;  for  instance,  the  tribe  of  Esquimaux  about  the  Copper  Mine  River  do 
not  seem  to  me  to  associate  or  mix  with  those  to  the  West  or  East ;  when  any 
one  has  gone  there,  they  have  found  that  they  have  no  tools,  either  Russian 
or  Hudson's  Bay,  among  them ;  nothing  that  could  be  traced  either  to  the 
Russians  or  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

692.  The  Esquimaux,  I  presume,  from  what  you  say,  are  different  tribes,  but 
not  different  races  ? — Not  different  races,  I  think. 

693.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  debatable  land  between  the  Indians  and  the 
Esquimaux? — It  varies  according  to  the  circumstances;  the  Chipewyans  and 
the  Esquimaux  frequently  meet  at  Churchill ;  then  the  Louchoux  and  the 
Esquimaux  meet  again  on  the  Mackenzie,  but  on  the  Copper  Mine  River  the 
interval  between  them  is  about  60  or  100  miles. 

694.  Mr.  Grogan.]  How  long  at  any  time  did  you  reside  at  the  Red  River 
Settlement  ? — About  two  months  at  one  time  ;  that  was  the  longest  period  I 
was  there. 

695.  Do  you  know  the  regulations  of  the  American  companies  with  regard  to 
hunting ;  do  they  give  a  larger  price  relatively  to  their  value  for  the  inferior 
skins,  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  does  ? — They  sell  their  goods  nearly  at  the 
same  price  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  only  the  goods  are  inferior  ;  Indians, 
frequently  from  the  American  side,  come  over  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
get  good  guns  or  a  good  article,  and  they  get  them  as  cheaply  as  in  the  States  ; 
that  I  have  heard  from  hunters  who  have  been  among  the  Americans.  Another 
point  I  may  mention,  namely,  the  proportion  of  spirits  which  is  acquired  on 
the  American  frontier ;  when  I  travelled  down  from  the  Red  River  to  Crow 
Wing  to  the  Minesota  territory,  nearly  every  American  Indian  that  I  found 
travelling,  had  bottles  of  spirits  with  him. 

O.2.J.  F  2  696.  Mr. 
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J.  Rae,  Esq.,  m.d.        6g6.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']    That  country  which  you  travelled  through 

— from  Red  River  down  to  Crow  Wing  was  a  so-called  settled  country,  was  it 

23  February  1857.  not :— No. 

697.  It  formed  what  is  called  in  the  States,  Indian  territory  ?— Perfectly  so, 
as  much  as  in  any  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory,  where  I  passed 
through  ;  we  came  to  little  posts  between  Pembina  and  Crow  Wing. 

698.  I  mean  within  the  boundary  of  the  Minesota  territory  ? — Yes. 

6gq.  Consequently  these  people  who  traded  in  this  liquor  were  not  the 
licensed  Indian  traders,  men  who  had  paid  money  to  obtain  a  licence  to  trade 
with  the  Indians,  but  they  were  the  free  settlers  ? — Yes,  I  think  free  settlers. 

700.  Over  whom  no  company  had  any  power  whatever;  an  American 
tradmg  company  has  no  power  over  the  free  settler  of  Minesota  ? — The  Govern- 
ment have  ;  they  made  it  a  rule  that  no  spirits  should  be  sold  to  the  Indians  on 
or  near  the  frontier ;  that  was  what  I  understood ;  whereas  there  they  had 
abundance  ;  it  was  against  the  rules  of  the  Government  for  them  to  get  it,  but 
the  Government  could  not  prevent  it. 

701.  Chairman.']  Uo  you  imagine  that  the  American  Fur  Trading  Company 
does  put  any  effectual  check  upon  the  sale  of  spirits  to  the  Indians  in  their 
country  ? — I  cannot  tell,  because  I  have  never  been  among  them. 


Jovis,  26°  die  Februarii,  18.57o 
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26  February  1857, 


Sir  George  Simpson,  called  in  ;  and  Examined, 

702.  Chairman.'}  I  believe  you  hold  an  important  situation  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  do. 

703.  What  is  it  ? — I  have  been  Governor  of  their  territories  for  many  years. 

704.  How  long  have  you  held  that  situation  ? — Thirty-seven  years  I  have 
been  their  principal  representative. 

705.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  As  governor  the  whole  time  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  held 
the  situation  of  governor  the  whole  time. 

706.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  nature  of  your  authority  in  that  capacity?  — 
The  supervision  of  the  Company's  affairs  ;  the  presiding  at  their  councils  in  the 
country,  and  the  principal  direction  of  the  whole  interior  management. 

707.  Where  do  you  generally  reside  ? — I  have  resided  for  several  years  at  the 
Red  River  Settlement ;  I  have  resided  in  Oregon  ;  I  have  resided  in  Athabasca, 
and  latterly  I  have  resided  in  Canada. 

708.  Is  there  any  fixed  seat  of  Government  within  the  territories  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company? — There  is  no  fixed  seat  of  government,  but  there  is  a 
seat  of  council  for  the  northern  and  the  southern  departments  ;  one  at  Norway 
House,  at  the  northern  end  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  the  other  at  Michipicoton, 
or  Moose  Factory,  for  the  southern  department. 

709.  Your  authority  extends,  I  imagine,  as  well  over  Rupert's  Land  as  over 
the  territory  which  the  Company  holds  by  licence  ? — Over  the  whole  of  the 
Company's  affairs  in  North  America. 

710.  What 
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710.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  council  which  you  have  mentioned?— The      S\t  G.  Simpion. 
principal  officers  of  the  Company,  the  chief  factors,  are  members  of  council. 

If  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  chief  factors  the  number  is  made  up  by  26  February  1857. 
chief  traders,  who  are  the  second  class  of  partners,  and  all  matters  connected  , 
with  the  trade  are  discussed  and  determined  at  this  council. 

711.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  authority  of  the  council  as  distinguished  from 
your  own ;  are  they  merely  advisers  ? — They  are  advisers,  and  they  give  their 
opinions  and  vote  upon  any  question  that  may  be  under  discussion. 

712.  Does  the  ultimate  authority  and  decision  reside  in  you  solely,  or  is  it 
with  you  in  conjunction  with  the  council  ? — With  me  in  conjunction  with  the 
council. 

7 1 3.  Do  you  mean  that  they  could  outvote  you  and  prevent  your  doing  any- 
thing which  you  thought  proper  ? — ^Tliey  could  outvote  me,  but  it  has  never 
been  so ;  in  the  absence  of  the  council  my  authority  is  supreme ;  in  travelling 
through  the  country,  or  giving  any  direction  connected  with  the  management  of 
the  business,  my  authority  must  be  acted  upon  until  it  be  annulled  or  disallowed 
by  the  council  or  the  Company. 

714.  Of  course,  having  administered  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany during  so  long  a  period,  you  are  wejl  acquainted  with  every  part  of  their 
territories  ? — I  have  travelled  through  the  greater  part  of  the  country ;  I  have 
not  visited  what  are  usually  known  as  the  Barren  Grounds. 

715.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  western  portion,  as  well  as  the  eastern  ? 
— Yes ;  I  have  not  been  in  Mackenzie's  River,  but  I  have  been  in  nearly  all  the 
other  parts  of  the  country ;  my  usual  route  in  going  up  the  country  is  from 
Montreal  by  Rainy  Lake  and  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Red  River ;  I  have  crossed  the 
Rocky  Mountains  at  three  different  points  to  Oregon. 

716.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  to  the  Committee  an  account  of 
your  impressions  of  the  character  of  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany in  point  of  soil  and  climate,  particularly  with  reference  to  its  adaptation 
for  the  purposes  of  cultivation  and  colonisation  ?— I  do  not  think  that  any  part 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories  is  well  adapted  for  settlement ;  the 
crops  are  very  uncertain. 

717.  Do  you  mean  that  observation  to  ^pP^y  °"^y  *°  Rupert's  Land  or  to  the 
entire  of  the  territory  now  administere  ^y  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— 
I  mean  it  to  apply  to  Rupert's  Land. 

718.  How  would  you  describe  the  limits  of  Rupert's  Land  to  the  west? — 
The  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  west. 

719.  Would  you  apply  that  observation  to  the  district  of  the  Red  River  ?  — 
Yes. 

720.  And  the  country  immediately  behind  it  ? — Yes. 

721.  Is  it  not  actually  settled  ?— I  do  not  consider  it  well  adapted  for  settle- 
ment. 

722.  Why  so  ? — On  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  soil,  except  on  the  banks 
of  the  river.  The  banks  of  the  river  are  alluvial,  and  produce  very  fair  crops  of 
wheat ;  but  these  crops  are  frequently  destroyed  by  early  frosts  ;  there  is  no 
certainty  of  the  crops.  We  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  importing  grain 
within  these  last  ten  years  from  the  United  States  and  from  Canada,  for  the 
support  of  the  estabhshment. 

723.  Have  you  an  equally  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  country  on  the  Sas- 
katchewan River  ?— Yes ;  the  climate  is  more  rigorous,  and  the  crops  are  even 
less  certain  on  that  river  ;  the  scarcity  of  timber  also  is  a  great  bar ;  there  is 
little  or  no  wood  in  the  country.  The  present  population  of  Red  River  have 
great  difficulty  in  providing  wood  for  their  immediate  wants. 

724.  Is  there  any  part  of  the  territory  of  Rupert's  Land  towards  Lake 
Superior  that  you  think  adapted  for  cultivation  ?— Immediately  upon  the  right 
bank  of  the  Rainy  Lake  River  cultivation  might  be  carried  on  to  advantage  ; 
but  there  is  merely  a  slip  of  land  adapted  for  cultivation  ;  immediately  behind 
are  deep  morasses  which  never  thaw. 

72.5.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  Is  that  right  bank  of  the  Rainy  Lake  River  m  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Territory  ?■ — Yes. 

726.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  you  mean  by  "never  thaw"  that  m  the 
summer,  when  the  surface  is  thawed,  if  a  person  was  to  walk  through  that 
morass  his  foot  would  get  to  the  ice  below  ?— No,  not  immediately  so ;  but  by 
digging  deeper  you  would  come  to  ice. 
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Sir  G.  Simpioti.  727.   Chairman.]  You  have  stated  that  in  Rupert's  Land  you  do  not  think 

there  is   any  extent  of  territory  of  any   consequence  which  would,  for  some 

26 February  1857.    ^jj^g  ^^  g^jj  events,  be  adapted  for  colonisation  and  settlement? — Which  would 
be  favourable  for  colonisation  or  settlement ;  it  is  possible. 

728.  Do  you  apply  the  same  observation  to  the  land  to  the  westward  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  ? — In  the  British  territory  I  do,  north  of  parallel  49° ;  it  is  a 
rugged,  precipitous,  mountainous  country. 

729.  Is  the  whole  of  it  of  that  character  ? — Principally  of  that  character. 

730.  Do  you  know  Vancouver's  Island? — I  have  passed  Vancouver's  Island 
previously  to  its  being  British  territory  ;  I  cannot  speak  to  it. 

731.  Do  you  consider  Vancouver's  Island  as  being  within  the  territory  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — No. 

732.  You  do  not  mean  your  observations  to  apply  to  that? — No,  not  to 
Vancouver's  Island. 

733.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  coast  near  Vancouver's  Island  and  above 
it? — Yes,  I  have  gone  along  the  coast  from  Puget's  Sound  to  the  Russian 
principal  establishment  at  Sitka. 

734.  Do  you  beUevethat  coast  to  be  altogether  unfavourable  for  the  purposes 
of  colonisation  ? — I  believe  it  to  be  quite  unfit  for  colonisation. 

735.  Do  you  know  Queen  Charlotte's  Island? — I  have  not  been  on  Queen 
Charlotte's  Island. 

736.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  You  confine  your  observation  to  the  main  land  ? 
—Yes. 

737.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  I  think  you  have  spoken  of  Rupert's  Land  as  including, 
from  west  to  east,  the  whole  country,  beginning  from  the  Rocky  Mountains 
and  moving  eastwards  ? — Yes,  to  the  shores  of  the  Bay. 

738.  Do  you  understand  that  to  have  been  the  original  signification  of  the 
term  Rupert's  Land,  dating  from  the  period  of  the  charter  ? — Yes,  that  it 
includes  the  land  on  all  waters  falling  into  Hudson's  Bay ;  they  form  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  territory. 

739.  There  is  a  reference  in  the  charter  to  the  faU  of  the  water,  is  there? — 
I  cannot  call  that  positively  to  mind ;  that  is  the  impression  upon  my  mind, 
and  I  believe  it  is  the  general  impression. 

740.  It  is  difficult,  1  suppose,  for  you  to  state  what  you  would  take  as  the 
northern  boundary? — The  northern  boundary  of  Rupert's  Land  I  call  the 
Methy  Portage  and  Lake,  dividing  the  waters  that  fall  into  the  Bay  from 
those  that  fall  into  the  Arctic  Sea ;  there  is  a  height  of  land  at  the  Methy 
Portage. 

741.  Taking  the  Methy  Portage  as  the  northern  boundary  for  that  longi- 
tude, as  you  come  eastwards  the  territory  trends  very  much  to  the  north  ? — 
Yes. 

742.  And  goes  up  to  the  Melville  Peninsula,  which  seems  to  be  about  the 
northernmost  part  -—Yes.  » 

743.  Speaking  of  the  whole  of  that  country,  as  included  in  Rupert's  Land, 
would  you  draw  any  material  distinction  between  the  climate  of  one  part  and 
the  climate  of  another  ? — Yes  ;  the  climate  of  the  southern  part  of  the  country 
is  not  so  rigorous  as  that  of  the  northern  ;  the  winters  are  not  so  long. 

744.  What  would  you  say  was  the  length  of  the  winter  in  the  mo&t  fa,vourably 
situated  parts  of  the  territory  ? — Five  and  a  half  months,  I  should  say,  at  Red 
River,  which  is  the  most  favourable  part  of  the  country. 

74.5.  Is  there  any  part  of  the  coast  of  Hudson's  Bay,  or  James's  Bay,  which 
partakes  of  a  comparatively  good  climate  ? — Certainly  not. 

746.  Is  the  softening  influence  of  the  sea  not  much  felt  in  any  portion  of 
it?— Not  much;  at  York  Factory,  within  about  18  inches  or  two  feet  of  the 
surface,  we  come  to  ice. 

747.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  At  all  times  of  the  year  ? — At  all  times  of  the 
year. 

748.  Mr.  Gladstone^]  Would  that  observation  apply  to  James's  Bay,  even 
down  to  the  southernmost  point,  viz..  Moose  Fort? — I  should  say  tbe  climate 
is  not  much  more  favourable  ;  barley  very  seldom  ripens  there,  an^  the  pota- 
toes are  exceedingly  small,  and  the  crops  unproductive. 

749.  Irrespectively  of  the  question  of  north  and  south,  is  not  the^re  a  good 

deal 
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fleal  of  difference  in  the  climate,  according  as  it  lies  eastward  or  westward  ? —    Sir  G.  Simpson. 
Yes.  

750.  Does  the  climate  improve  westward? — It  rather  improves  westward;  26  February  1857. 
as  you  go  from  the  coast  westward  the  climate  improves. 

751.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  saying  in  America  that  a  degree  west  was  equal 
to  a  degree  south  ? — No,  I  never  heard  it. 

752.  Take  the  Saskatchewan  country,  upon  the  banks ;  is  there  no  alluvial 
soil  on  the  River  Saskatchewan  ? — There  is  alluvial  soil,  but  the  season  is  not 
so  long,  and  the  frosts  are  earlier  than  at  Red  River. 

753.  Have  you  travelled  up  the  Saskatchewan  yourself? — Repeatedly;  we 
have  very  seldom  been  able  to  raise  wheat  in  the  Saskatchewan. 

754.  Have  you  travelled  up  different  branches  of  it  ? — I  have. 

755.  What  length  of  winter  would  you  give  to  the  banks  of  the  Saskatche- 
wan ? — About  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  longer  than  at  Red  River. 

756.  Would  it  be  six  months  ? — Yes. 

757.  In  the  account  which  you  have  given  of  the  climate  of  that  country, 
take,  for  instance,  the  climate  of  the  banks  of  th'e  Saskatchewan,  you  have  made 
no  allowance  for  the  influences  upon  climate  which  are  produced  by  settlement? 
— No ;  I  am  not  aware  that  settlement*  does  produce  any  material  influence 
upon  climate ;  I  have  not  known  it  do  so  in  Canada ;  I  have  been  in  the 
Canadas  for  a  great  many  years,  and  I  do  not  find  the  climate  improved ;  I 
think  the  last  two  winters  have  been  the  two  most  rigorous  winters  I  have 
experienced  in  Canada. 

758.  I  suppose  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  when  a  large  district  of  country 
becomes  populous,  there  is  then  an  influence  upon  chmate  ? — I  have  not  seen 
it ;  from  my  experience  it  is  not  so  ;  I  think  the  climate  of  Canada  is  as  severe 
as  it  has  been  at  any  time  during  the  37  years  for  which  I  have  known  the 
country. 

759.  And  that  is  true  even  with  respect  to  the  most  settled  and  the  most 
densely  peopled  parts  of  the  country  ? — Yes. 

760.  Taking  the  case  of  the  country  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  I 
understand  you  to  have  described  Vancouver's  Island  as  upon  the  whole  favour- 
ably circumstanced  with  respect  to  climate  ? — 1  do  not  speak  to  Vancouver's 
Island ;  I  have  never  been  there,  except  touching  the  northern  part  of  the 
island  in  a  steamer ;  the  weather  was  unfavourable  and  I  could  not  examine 
the  island. 

761., Taking  the  coast  opposite  to  Vancouver's  Island,  is  it  less  favourably 
situated  than  Vancouver's  Island  ?— It  is  so  ;  it  is  rugged  ;  it  is  only  the  southern 
end  of  Vancouver's  Island  that  is  favourable  for  settlement ;  the  northern 
part  is  exceedingly  rugged,  of  the  same  character  as  the  opposite  mainland 
coast. 

762.  Take  the  coast  opposite  the  southern  end  of  Vancouver's  Island:  it  has 
a  south-western  aspect,  has  it  not  ?  —The  southern  part  of  the  mainland  has. 

763.  Is  that  as  favourably  circumstanced  as  Vancouver's  Island  itself? — 
I  think   not;  it   is   not  so  favourable  as  the  southern  part  of  Vancouver's 

Island. 

764.  What  is  it  that  makes  the  portion  of  the  mainland  opposite  the  southern 
part  of  Vancouver's  Island  less  favourable  for  settlement  than  the  island  itself; 
—That  portion  in  British  territory  is  exceedingly  rugged  and  mountainous, 
craggy,  and  there  is  a  want  of  soil. 

765.  Is  the  mainland  side  of  the  channel  there  rugged,  and  the  island  side 
of  the  channel  open  and  favourable,  or  are  both  sides  rugged  ?— The  island  is 
less  rugged  than  the  mainland  at  the  northern  end  of  the  island. 

766.  I  am  now  speaking  of  the  southern  end  of  the  island  and  of  the  land- 
ward side  of  it  ?— The  American  side  of  the  channel  is  the  same  character  of 
country. 

767.  Rugged  ?— No,  open.  ,  .        , 

768.  What  is  the  character  of  the  mainland  opposite  that  open  country  on 
the  landward  side  of  the  southern  end  of  the  island? -The  same  character; 

^^769.  Mr.  Edward  Elllce.]  That  is  not  British  territory  ?- No  ^  that  is 
American  territory ;  that  is  south  of  49°. 

770  Mr.  Gladstone.]  Take  it  north  of  49°,  between  Fraser  River  and  the  water  r 
—North  of  49°,  north  of  Fraser  River,  the  country  is  exceedingly  rugged. 

0.25.  F4  771.  I  know 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.         77 1.  I  know  that  your  own  experience  and  authority  are  very  great ;  but  do 

you  think  that  the  opinion  which  you  have  given  of  the  cUmate  of  this  territory 

26  February  1857.  jg  the  general  opinion?— I  think  so  ;  at  least  it  is  my  opinion,  and  I  believe  it 
is  the  general  opinion. 

772.  Mr.  Gordon.]  If  I  understand  you  rightly,  you  think  that  no  portion  of 
Rupert's  Land  is  favourable  for  settlement,  but  that  some  portions  might  be 
settled  ? — Yes. 

773.  In  your  very  interesting  work  of  a  "Journey  Round  the  World,"  I  find 
at  page  45  of  the  first  volume  this  description  of  the  country  between  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Rainy  Lake  :  "  From  Fort  I'rances  downwards,  a 
stretch  of  nearly  100  miles,  it  is  not  interrupted  by  a  single  impediment,  while 
yet  the  current  is  not  strong  enough  materially  to  retard  an  ascending  traveller. 
Nor  are  the  banks  less  favourable  to  agriculture  than  the  waters  themselves  to 
navigation,  resembUng,  in  some  measure,  those  of  the  Thames  near  Richmond. 
From  the  very  brink  of  the  river  there  rises  a  gentle  slope  of  greensward, 
crowned  in  many  places  with  a  plentiful  growth  of  birch,  poplar,  beech,  elm, 
and  oak.  Is  it  too  much  for  the  eye  of  philanthropy  to  discern  through  the 
vista  of  futurity  this  noble  stream,  connecting,  as  it  does,  the  fertile  shores  of 
two  spacious  lakes,  with  crowded  ste&mboats  on  its  bosom  and  populous  towns 
on  its  borders?"  I  suppose  you  consider  that  district  favourable  for  population? 
■ — The  right  bank  of  the  river  is  favourable,  with  good  cultivation  ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  soil  is  favourable  ;  the  climate  is  not ;  the  back  country  is  a  deep  morass, 
and  never  can  be  drained,  in  my  opinion. 

774.  Do  you  see  any  reason  to  alter  the  opinion  which  you  have  there 
expressed  ?  —  1  do  see  that  I  have  overrated  the  importance  of  the  country  as 
a  country  for  settlement. 

77,5.  Chairman.]  It  is  too  glowing  a  description,  you  think  ? — Exactly  so  ;  it 
is  exceedingly  beautiful ;  the  bank  is  beautifully  wooded,  and  the  stream  is 
very  beautiful. 

776.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  What  is  the  character  of  the  Saskatchewan,  or  of  any 
of  the  principal  branches  of  it  as  a  stream,  with  regard  to  navigation? — There 
are  several  long  rapids  in  the  Saskatchewan,  at  various  points.  I  think  a 
steamboat  might,  with  the  exception  of  those  rapids,  or  by  cutting  canals  round 
those  rapids,  ascend  to  Edmonton. 

777.  That  is  on  the  northern  Saskatchewan  ? — It  is. 

778.  What  would  you  say  of  the  southern  Saskatchewan  ?— On  the  southern 
Saskatchewan  there  are  fewer  rapids. 

779.  Are  there  long  reaches  which  are  wholly  without  rapids  ? — Yes. 

780.  With  a  depth  ample  for  navigation? — J'here  are  chains  of  rapids  below 
the  junction  of  the  two  rivers. 

781.  AtNepeeween? — Yes;  there  are  two  very  long  chains  of  rapids;  10 
miles  at  one  place,  and  seven  or  eight  miles  at  another. 

782.  Are  there  any  long  stretches  of  water  of  navigable  depth,  without 
rapids,  u])on  the  branches  of  the  Saskatchewan  ? — Yes. 

783.  What  is  the  longest  stretch  that  you  can  remember? — Perhaps  50  or 
60  miles. 

784.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  it  to  be  understood,  then,  that  except  for  those  rapids 
the  northern  branch  would  be  navigable  for  steamers,  as  you  describe,  up  to 
Edmonton  ? — Yes  ;  at  the  junction  with  Lake  Winnipeg  there  is  a  very  long 
rapid  called  the  Grand  Rapid. 

78.5.   What  may  be  the  length  of  it  ? — From  two  to  three  miles. 

786.  Tliose  three  rapids  which  you  have  pointed  out  would  be  the  three 
obstacles  to  the  navigation  ? — There  are  several  other  smaller  rapids  ;  there  are 
a  great  many  rapids,  but  those  are  the  principal  rapids. 

787.  Those  are  the  rapids  which  you  think  would  require  expense  to  obviate 
them  ? — Yes. 

788.  Supposing  that  that  expense  should  be  incurred,  and  a  canal,  as  you 
have  suggested,  should  be  formed,  would  any  difficulties  of  a  serious  character, 
sufficient  to  impede  navigation,  exist  between  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Edmonton  ? 
— in  the  spring  of  the  year  the  water  of  the  whole  river  is  exceedingly  low  ; 
I  have  come  down  in  a  perfectly  \i'j;ht  bout,  and  we  have  been  frequently  under 
the  necessity  of  getting  out  of  the  boat  to  hand  it  over  shoal  water. 

789.  Before  the  snow  has  melted -—Before  the  mountain  snow  has  come 

down. 
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down,  namely,  from  about  the  10th  to  the  15th  of  May  ;  then  about  the  1st  of  Sir  O.  Simpson. 

June  the  mountain  snows  melt,  and  there  is  a  freshet  in  the  river.  

790.  From  the  1st  of  June  to  what  time  would  the  navigation  of  the  river  ^^  February  1857. 
continue  good  ? — Until  the  month  of  September  tolerably  good ;   the   water 

faUing  off  about  the  middle  of  July. 

791.  On  the  southern  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan  to  what  extent  would  it 
be  navigable,  supposing  those  improvements  were  effected  ? — I  cannot  speak  so 
distinctly  with  regard  to  the  southern  branch;  I  have  merely  seen  it  in 
parts  ;  I  have  not  gone  up  the  southern  branch  to  any  great  distance.  There 
is  no  timber  on  the  southern  branch,  and  there  is  very  little  timber  on  the 
northern  branch. 

792.  There  have  been  no  attempts,  I  suppose,  to  effect  those  improvements? 
— None  at  all ;  there  is  no  commerce  to  justify  any  outlay. 

793.  What  is  the  distance  from  the  southern  part  of  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Fort 
W^illiam  on  Lake  Superior  ? — About  500  miles,  1  think ;  from  Lake  Superior  to 
Lake  Winnipeg  is  about  500  miles  of  bad  canoe  navigation  with  66  portages, 
varying  in  length  from  100  yards  to  3|  miles. 

794.  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Captain  Kennedy  who  made 
a  speech  at  a  meeting  of  the  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  ? —  I  do. 

795.  He  states  there  that  the  distance  would  not  exceed  200  miles  ? — Yes  ; 
he  does  not  know  the  country  ;  he  never  was  in  the  country. 

796.  What  may  be  the  state  of  the  river  going  through  Rainy  Lake  and  from 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods  down  to  Fort  William ;  is  it  navigable  for  boats,  or  raftSt 
or  anything  ? — Between  the  Rainy  Lake  and  Fort  William  it  is  navigable  only 
by  canoes ;  I  have  passed  through  that  country  about  forty  times  ;  it  is  passed 
only  by  canoes,  and  in  many  places  with  very  great  difficulty. 

797.  Is  that  from  want  of  water  r — From  want  of  water  and  shoals  in  the 
navigation,  and  the  wretched  character  of  the  country  altogether ;  many  of  the 
rivers  are  embarrassed  with  timber  constantly  falling  every  year  ;  there  is  one 
river  which  is  one  continuous  mass  of  timber,  requiring  to  be  removed  every 
season. 

798.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Is  that  what  is  called  the  Savanne  portage  ?— Yes ; 
that  is  a  river  from  the  Savanne  portage  to  Mille  Lac. 

799.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Do  you  consider  that  obstruction  so  material  as  to  impede 
the  navigation  of  that  river  t — Yes. 

800.  Could  not  it  be  removed  ? — It  could  not ;  in  the  autumn  of  the  year,  or 
rather  in  the  month  of  August,  I  have  been  obliged  to  get  out  of  a  light  canoe 
and  wade  in  the  water,  handing  the  canoe  along  this  river. 

80 1 .  Has  any  attempt  ever  been  made  to  remove  those  obstructions  ? — The 
obstructions  are  removed  every  season,  so  as  to  enable  the  canoes  to  pass. 

802.  You  mentioned,  with  regard  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  that  the 
climate  was  so  unfavourable  for  the  growth  of  corn,  and  that  there  was  so  much 
uncertainty  as  to  the  ripening  of  the  corn,  that  at  times  you  were  obliged  to 
import  corn  for  the  supply  of  the  residents  there  ? — We  imported  corn  some 
years  ago ;  there  was  a  failure  of  the  crops;  I  was  apprehensive  of  famine, 
and  imported  flour  from  St.  Paul's  in  the  Minesota  territory,  and  from 
Canada. 

803.  Is  that  an  exceptional  case,  or  does  it  occur  every  year  ? — It  does  not 
occur  every  year  ;  it  is  an  exceptional  case  ;  but  the  crops  very  frequently  fail. 
We  have  been  obliged  to  send  for  seed  grain  ;  we  have  not  had  sufficient  grain 
to  sow  the  ground  in  the  following  season. 

804.  Can  you  say,  during  the  37  years  that  you  have  been  Governor,  how 
often  you  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  importing  corn  for  the  supply  of 
the  people  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  ?— We  had  never  imported  any  large 
quantity  of  grain  for  the  support  of  the  people  until  that  season,  in  the  year 
1847,  I  think ;  but  the  crops  have  been  entirely  destroyed,  from  the  country 
having  been  overflowed  with  water.  The  country  was  entirely  overflowed  with 
water  in  the  year  1826  ;  the  habitations  were  swept  away,  and  the  people  were 
obhged  to  remove  to  high  grounds  for  the  purpose  of  saving  themselves. 

805.  Am  I  to  understand  that  the  occasion  to  which  you  refer  was  an  entirely 
exceptional  one,  and  owing  to  the  flooding  of  the  water  ?  —It  did  not  arise  on 
that  occasion  from  the  flooding  of  the  water,  but  from  an  apprehended  scarcity 
owing  to  the  presence  of  troops.     In   1826  the  country  was  flooded  and  the 

0.2,}.  "  Gr  crops 
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Sir  G.  Simpson,    crops   were    destroyed.      Several   years    previously  to    that   the    crops   were 
•        destroyed  three  years  in  succession  by  locusts  ;  myriads  of  locusts  ate  up  every 
26  February  1857.  particle  of  grass. 

806.  In  what  year  was  that  ? — In  the  years  1818,  1819,  anrl  1820. 

807.  You  have  mentioned  one  instance  in  which  corn  was  imported  in  some 
quantities,  you  say  not  considerable  ? — Flour  was  imported. 

808.  For  the  supply  of  the  inhabitants  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — Yes. 
8og.  Is  that  the   only  instance  ? — That  is  the  only  instance  where  we  have 

imported ;  it  was  especially  for  the  garrison.  We  had  a  wing  of  a  regiment 
there,  and  were  apprehensive  that  the  crops  would  be  insufficient  for  their 
maintenance. 

810.  In  other  years  has  there  been  a  sufficiency  of  corn  grown  in  that  district 
in  general  for  the  supply  of  the  locality  ? — Certainly  not ;  two-thirds  or  fully 
half  of  the  population  live  by  hunting  and  fishing. 

8n.  Are  the  settlers  there  encouraged  in  regard  to  hunting  and  fishing 
pursuits  generally,  to  follow  those  pursuits  rather  than  agriculture  ? — No  ;  we 
are  very  anxious  that  they  should  follow  their  agricultural  pursuits. 

81  2,  Does  the  Company  purchase  their  flour  ? — Yes. 

813.  The  Company  purchase  flour  at  the  Red  River  Settlement,  from  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — We  purchase  all  their  surplus  agricultural 
produce. 

814.  Do  you  mean  that  the  farmers  have  no  more  to  sell  than  what  you 
purchase,  or  do  you  only  purchase  what  you  want  ?  —  They  have  no  more  to 
sell :  they  have  only  8,000  acres  of  land  under  cultivation  at  the  present  time, 
although  the  country  has  been  settled  upwards  of  40  years. 

815.  I  suppose  it  was  during  the  time  that  you  were  Governor  that  a  certain 
Mr.  John  M'Lean,  who  has  published  "  Notes  of  a  Twenty-five  Years'  Service 
in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Service,"  was  a  servant  of  the  Company  ? — Yes,  he  was  so 
a  part  of  the  time. 

81 6.  I  will  read  you  an  extract  as  taken  from  his  book,  and  you  can  say  how 
far  it  is  correct.  "  A  single  Scotch  farmer,"  says  Mr.  M'Clean,  "  could  be 
found  in  the  colony  able  alone  to  supply  the  greater  part  of  the  produce  the 

.  Company  require ;  there  is  one  in  fact  who  offered  to  do  it ;  if  a  sure  market 
were  secured  to  the  colonists  of  Red  River  they  would  speedily  become  the 
wealthiest  yeomanry  in  the  world  ;  their  barns  and  granaries  are  always  full  to 
overflowing ;  the  Company  purchase  from  six  to  eight  bushels  of  wheat  from 
each  farmer,  at  the  rate  of  3  s.  per  bushel,  and  the  sum  total  of  their  yearly 
purchases  from  the  whole  settlement  amounts  to  600  cwts.  flour,  first  and 
second  qualities;  35  bushels  rough  barley;  10  half- firkins  butter,  28  lbs.  each; 
10  bushels  Indian  corn  ;  200  cwts.  best  kiln-dried  flour ;  60  firkins  butter,  56  lbs. 
each  ;  240  lbs.  cheese  ;  60  hams.  Where  he  (the  Red  River  farmer)  finds  a  sure 
market  for  the  remainder  of  his  produce.  Heaven  only  knows,  I  do  not ;  this 
much,  however,  I  do  know,  that  the  incomparable  advantages  this  delightful 
country  possesses  are  not  only  in  a  great  measure  lost  to  the  inhabitants,  but 
also  the  world,  so  long  as  it  remains  under  the  dominion  of  its  fur-trading 
rulers."  Do  you  agree  in  the  comment  of  Mr.  M'Clean  there? — Certainly  not. 

817.  In  point  of  fact,  do  the  Company  purchase  from  the  farmers  settled  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Red  River  Settlement,  all  the  corn  the  farmers  are 
able  to  sell  ? — We  are  not  able  to  get  the  quantity  of  corn  to  be  held  in  depot 
that  we  require.  I  have  written  over  and  over  again  to  the  person  in  charge,  to 
get  all  the  grain  he  could  for  the  purpose  of  being  held  in  depot,  and  we  can 
never  get  our  quantity. 

818.  Mr.  Gordon.']  Will  you  allow  me  to  remind  you  of  one  other  sentence 
in  your  interesting  work.  It  is  at  page  55  of  volume  1 :  "  The  soil  of  Red 
River  Settlement  is  a  black  mould  of  considerable  depth,  which,  when  first 
tilled,  produces  extraordinary  crops,  as  much,  on  some  occasions,  as  40  returns 
of  wheat ;  and  even  after  20  successive  years  of  cultivation,  without  the  relief 
of  manure  or  of  fallow,  or  of  green  crop,  it  still  yields  from  15  to  25  bushels  an 
acre.  Ibe  wheat  produced  is  plump  and  heavy;  there  are  also  large  quantities 
of  grain  of  all  kinds,  besides  beef,  mutton,  pork,  butter,  cheese,  and  wool  in 
abundance."     Do  you  adhere  to  that  statement  ? — I  do. 

819.  And  yet  you  think  it  unfavourable  for  cultivation? — Yes.  I  there 
referred  to  merely  a  few  small  alluvial  points  occupied  by  the  Scotch  farmers. 

820.  Mr. 
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820.  Mr.  Adderley.l  What  is  the  nature  of  the  wood  growing  in  the  woody     Sir  G.  Simpson. 

district  ? — There  has  been  elm  at  Red  River.     It  is  now  quite  denuded  of  wood 

about  the  Red  River  Settlement  by  fire.  '6  February  1857. 

821.  I  refer  to  the  higher  part  about  James's  Bay ;  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
wood  there  ?— Small  stunted  pines. 

822.  What  is  the  highest  latitude  at  which  fine  timber  grows  ? — I  cannot 
tell  precisely ;  there  is  very  little  timber  on  the  shores  of  the  Bay  to  the  north, 
100  miles  north  of  Churchill.  On  the  eastern  side  of  the  Bay  there  is  very 
little  timber  north  of  Big  River,  or  Fort  George  on  James's  Bay. 

823.  When  you  get  to  those  fine  elm  forests,  is  it  not  very  fine  timber  ? — 
That  is  in  the  prairie  country.  There  was  some  very  good  timber  about  Red 
River  at  one  time. 

824.  Is  the  natural  wild  growth  of  the  prairie  country  good? — In  some 
parts. 

825.  Is  it  very  luxuriant  ? — In  some  parts  ;  in  other  parts  the  soil  is  exceed- 
ingly thin,  and  there  is  very  little  herbage. 

826.  What  should  prevent  cultivated  produce  growing  equally  luxuriantly 
on  the  same  spot  ? — Immediately  behind  Red  River,  about  a  mile  from  the 
banks  of  the  river,  there  is  merely  a  thin  skin  of  soil, 

827.  Is  there  any  luxuriant  herbage,  either  grass,  herbs,  or  fruit  of  any  kind, 
at  a  greater  distance  from  the  river  than  you  have  mentioned  ?—  I  think  not, 
except  in  detached  spots.  There  has  never  beeh  any  cultivation  a  mile  from 
the  river. 

828.  Would  not  many  of  the  impediments  which  you  have  alluded  to  be 
got  rid  of  by  art  and  cultivation  ? — Certainly  not. 

829.  It  is  impossible : — It  is  impossible  ;  I  have  paddled  over  the  roofs  of 
some  of  the  houses  in  my  canoe. 

830.  Do  you  say  that  you  never  knew  any  wild  country  in  which  the  climate 
was  softened  by  drainage  ? — I  have  heard  of  the  climate  of  countries  being 
improved  by  drainage,  and  settlement  and  cultivation,  but  I  have  not  experienced 
it  myself. 

831.  Are  you  aware  that  Europe  was  once  as  much  frozen  as  Rupert's  Land 
now  is  ? —  I  am  not  aware  that  it  was  ;  I  have  heard  of  some  historical  facts. 

832.  Can  you  state  the  present  population  of  Red  River,  and  the  increase  in 
the  last  10  years  ? — The  population  of  Ked  River  is  about  8,000. 

833.  In  what  time  has  it  doubled  ? — The  settlement  has  been  estabhshed  40 
years. 

834.  We  had  a  statement  from  a  former  witness  that,,  10  years  ago,  the 
population  was  5,000  ;  can  you  state  whether  that  is  correct  ? — It  may  have 
been ;  the  population  is  now  about  8,000.  It  is  not  from  natural  increase,  but 
from  the  migration  of  some  Indians  from  other  parts  of  the  country. 

835.  Is  there  not  always  emigration  in  the  shape  of  a  squatting  population 
from  the  United  States  ? — Not  from  the  United  States. 

836.  Where  from  ? — The  neighbouring  districts  ;  Indian  migration. 

837.  Should  you  sa}?^  that  there  was  much  difference  between  the  climate  of 
Minesota  and  that  of  the  Red  River  ? --Decidedly,  the  further  south  you  go  the 
better  the  climate  is. 

838.  Aild  do  you  state  that  there  is  no  overflow  of  population  from  Minesota 
to  Red  River? — I  am  not  aware  of  any;  I  believe  two  or  three  Americans 
have  gone  from  St.  Paul's,  who  have  seated  themselves  down  as  small  dealers 
and  opened  shops. 

839.  Is  there  any  barrier  to  their  doing  so  from  the  nature  of  the  Red  River 
Settlement  regulation  ? — None. 

840.  Mr.  Kinnaird.^  Are  there  not  westward  from  the  Red  River  colony 
several  hundred  miles  of  level  country  towards  the  Rocky  Mountains  ? — Yes,  a 
very  fine  country. 

841.  And  comparatively  speaking,  a  railway  might  easily  be  made  along 
there  ? — Yes,  from  the  Red  River  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

842.  How  far  are  the  large  rivers  from  the  Settlement  of  York  navigable  up 
the  interior? — They  are  navigable  by  boats  from  York  Factory  to  Lake  Winnipeg; 
boats  carrying  about  three  tons. 

843.  Without  much  portage  ? — There  are  a  great  many  portages  ;  there  are 
from  40  to  45  portages,  I  think. 

844.  Could  they  easily  be  removed  ? — No. 

0.25.  G  2  845-  Mr. 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.         845.  Mr.   Edward  Ellice.'j    I  think  that  at  those  portages  every  thing  is 

literally  carried  on  men's  backs  ? — Yes. 

26  February  1857.  846.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Did  you  not,  after  that  interesting  extract  from  your 
book,  recommend  to  the  Company  the  establishment  of  a  settlement  somewhere 
between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Rainy  Lake  ? — No  ;  I  suggested  that 
a  missionary  establishment  might  be  formed  there. 

847.  Which  would  attract  settlement  ? — Merely  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Indian  population. 

848.  You  recommended  it  as  a  place  adapted  for  a  missionary  station,  which, 
in  other  words,  would  be  adapted  for  a  settlement  ? — A  missionary  settlement 
would  live  by  fishing  in  a  great  degree  ;  they  could  not  only  raise  produce 
but  fish,  and  give  their  time  and  attention  to  hunting  during  the  winter. 

849.  Are  you  not  aware  that  the  whole  of  the  manure  which  is  made  in  the 
Red  River  Settlement  is  wasted,  because  it  is  not  required  for  the  improvement 
of  the  land,  it  being  so  fertile  ? — Some  improvident,  careless  people,  who  know 
very  little  about  cultivation,  rather  than  take  the  trouble  of  collecting  their 
manure,  throw  it  over  the  side. 

8.50.  I  believe  it  is  not  required?— In  some  parts  it  is  required;  in  the  low 
alluvial  points  it  is  not  required ;  the  low  alluvial  points  which  are  improved 
year  by  year,  or  every  second  or  third  year,  from  the  overflowing  of  the  river, 
require  no  manure. 

851.  Mr.  Bell.']  What  communication  is  there  on  the  shores  of  the  Saskatch- 
ewan towards  Edmonton  ;  what  is  the  nature  of  the  country  r — The  country  is 
level ;  it  is  a  rolling  prairie. 

852.  It  is  a  practicable  country  ? — Yes ;  I  have  travelled  on  horseback  through 
the  whole  of  that  prairie  country.  I  have  travelled  from  the  Red  River  to  the 
Columbia  on  horseback. 

853.  Mr.  Gurney.]  I  understand  you  to  have  spoken  of  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  of  the  Rainy  Lake  ;  by  the  right  bank,  do  you  mean  the  southern  bank  or 
the  northern  bank  ? — Going  down  the  stream ;  the  north-eastern  bank. 

854.  Going  down  the  stream  would  be  rather  the  southern  bank? — No, 
north-east ;  the  opposite  side  is  south-west,  the  American  bank. 

855.  Does  not  that  bank  belong  to  the  United  States  ? — No,  the  right  bank 
of  the  Rainy  Lake  River  is  British  territory  ;  the  river  divides  the  territory  ;  the 
right  bank,  going  down  the  stream  from  the  Rainy  Lake  to  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  is  British  territory. 

856.  The  opposite  bank  is  American  ? — Yes. 

857.  Then  the  right  bank  is  what  would  rather  be  the  northern  bank  on  this 
map  ? — The  north-eastern. 

858.  Opposite  the  southern  part  of  Vancouver's  Island  there  is  a  place  on 
the  maps  marked  Fort  Langley  ? — That  is  at  the  mouth  of  Eraser  River. 

859.  I  believe  you  mentioned  that  there  was  no  very  good  land  between 
Eraser  River  and  the  coast ;  but  how  is  the  land  immediately  inland  from  Fort 
Langley,  between  Fraser  River  and  the  American  boundary  ?— The  boundary  is 
Eraser  River,  or  very  nearly  so. 

860.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Does  not  Fraser  River  run  north  and  south  ? 
— I  think  the  boundary  is  very  near  Fraser  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Fraser 
River. 

861.  Mv.  Gurnei/.]  My  object  was  rather  to  inquire  whether  Fort  Langley 
was  in  any  way  the  centre  of  a  small  district  of  good  land  ?— No,  it  is  near  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  British  territory. 

86-'.  What  is  the  character  of  that  district  ? — All  the  way  down  Fraser  River 
to  within  about  50  miles  of  Fort  Langley,  it  is  an  exceedingly  rapid  river. 

863.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  land  eastward  from  Fort  Langley,  inland?— 
A  short  distance  to  the  eastward  is  level ;  there  is  a  mountainous  country 
higher  up  the  stream. 

864.  Therefore  there  is  a  space  of  level  land  immediately  inland  from  Fort 
Langley  ? — Yes. 

865.  Is  the  mouth  of  the  Fraser  River  at  all  available  as  a  port  or  outlet  ? — 
No  ;  there  is  a  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  vessels  with  a  small  draught  of 
water  would  take  the  ground. 

8()().  Tiiat  bar  could  not  be  easily  removed  ?— It  would  fill  up  again  imme- 
diately. 

867.  Mr. 
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867.  Mr.  Charles  Filzwilliam.]  Do  you  know  what  the  water  on  the  bar  is  ?     sir  c;  Simpson 
— 1  think  about  eight  or  nine  feet.  ._  ' 

868.  Mr.  Lowe.]   Which  do  you  consider  the  best  way  to  the  Red  River  a6  February  1857. 
Settlement  from  Europe?— Through  the  United  States,  by  Minesota. 

869.  By  St.  Paul's  ?— By  St.  Paul's. 

870.  From  Canada,  which  do  you  consider  the  best  way  ? — By  Lake  Superior, 
Fort  William  and  Rainy  Lake,  into  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  then  on  the  southern 
side  of  Lake  Winnipeg. 

871.  Is  that  the  way  you  went  yourself  .^ — Forty  times  I  passed  over  that 
ground. 

872.  Mr.  Bell.]  Is  there  any  other  practicable  route  from  Canada  to  the 
Red  River  ? — No  other. 

873.  North  of  Lake  Superior  inland? — There  is  no  other  practicable  route. 

874.  What  has  induced  you  to  change  your  opinion  since  you  wrote  that 
passage  in  your  journey  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  climate  and  the  soil, 
and  its  applicabihty  for  cultivation,  because  I  observe  that  you  had  been  20 
years  in  the  country  when  you  wrote  that  passage  f — I  had  never  given  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  climate  of  the  country,  nor  to  the  fact  of  the  country 
being  one  continued  morass  behind,  until  after  my  narrative  was  written  ;  the 
Company  have  a  farm  at  the  outlet  of  the  Rainy  Lake  at  the  commencement 
of  the  river,  and  our  crops  very  frequently  fail. 

875.  Mr.  Edward  EUke.]  At  Red  River  Settlement,  owing  to  the  great 
uncertainty  of  the  crops,  do  not  the  Company  keep  two  years'  consumption  of 
grain  on  hand  in  case  of  accident  ? — Yes,  that  has  been  our  object ;  we  never 
can  get  up  a  stock  of  grain. 

876.  With  regard  to  those  floods  which  you  have  spoken  of,  are  you  not 
aware  that  they  have  happened  repeatedly  on  former  occasions  ? — Yes  ;  there 
was  a  flood  upon  one  occasion,  a  few  years  previous  to  1820,  on  my  first 
visiting  the  country.     In  1 826  the  whole  country  was  one  continued  sea. 

877.  And  in  1848,  I  think  r— Yes,  about  1850  or  1851  there  was  another 
flood. 

878.  To  give  the  Committee  an  idea  of  those  floods,  what  did  the  breadth  of 
the  river  increase  to  ? — There  was  no  river ;  it  was  a  continued  sea  for  hun- 
dreds and  hundreds  of  square  miles. 

879.  With  regard  to  the  farming  at  Red  River,  do  you  consider  it  the  inte- 
rest of  the  Company  to  promote  agriculture  there  ? — It  is  very  desirable,  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  ourselves  with  the  means  of  living. 

8>io.  Have  the  Company  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  encouragjement  to 
agriculture  at  Red  River  ? — We  have  promoted  agriculture  by  every  means  in 
our  power. 

88 1 .  Have  the  Company  established  model  farms  ? — ^We  did  establish  a  model 
farm. 

882.  Have  the  Company  taken  out  stock  on  purpose  to  promote  and  im- 
prove the  breeds  ? — Yes  ;  the  most  improved  breeds  of  cattle  and  horses  and. 
sheep. 

883.  You  told  us  about  the  character  of  the  territory  in  Rupert's  Land  and 
in  Oregon,  but  you  have  said  nothing  of  the  character  of  the  land  in  the  part 
of  Canada  occupied  by  your  posts,  and  more  especially  the  part  between 
Sault  St.  Mary  and  Fort  William  ;  what  is  the  character  of  the  country  on  the 
north  side  of  Lake  Superior  between  those  points  ? — It  is  a  very  craggy,  barren, 
rugged  country  ;  a  surface  of  rock. 

884.  Viscount  Sandon.]  You  are  well  acquainted,  I  imagine,  with  the  Assi- 
niboine  branch  of  the  Red  River  ? — ^Yes. 

885.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  how  far  it  is  navigable  ?— There  are 
shoals  and  rapids  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  stream. 

S86.  For  what  distance  ? — From  the  Forks  where  it  unites  with  the  Red 
River,  I  think  about  three  miles,  there  is  the  first  rapid  ;  and  20  or  30  miles, 
higher  up  a  further  rapid,  and  above  that  there  are  very  frequent  rapids. 

887.  So  that  it  is  in  fact  unfitted  for  navigation? — Quite  so. 

888.  What  is  the  character  of  the  land  along  the  banks  of  that  river  ?— The 
land  is  pretty  good  immediately  along  the  banks. 

889.  I  think  the  land  is  cultivable  nearly  to  the  sources  of  the  Assiniboine. 
River  ;  immediately  upon  the  banks. 

890.  That  is  for  a  distance  of  about  150  miles? — Yes, 

0.25.  6  3  891.  A  formel^ 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.         89 1.  A  former  witness  has  stated  that  the  Americans  are  extending  their 

— settlements  very  rapidly  towards  the  Red  River,  and  that  numbers  have  crossed 

2    February  1857.  ^j^g  boundary ;  do  you  imagine  that  fact  to  be  correct  ? — I  am  not  aware  of 
any  American  settlers  having  crossed  the  boundary. 

892.  Would  you  have  the  means  of  knowing  ? — Yes,  decidedly;  I  think  the 
nearest  settlement  of  the  Americans  is  at  the  Crow  Wing  River,  one  of  the 
branches  of  the  Mississippi. 

893.  jChairman.]   How  far  is  that  off? — I  think  perhaps  350  to  400  miles. 

894.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Does  the  Crow  Wing  run  below  St.  Peter's 
River  or  above  it  ? — It  falls  into  the  Mississippi  above  St.  Peter's  ;  above  the 
falls  of  St.  Anthony ;  the  Crow  Wing  River  is  above  St.  Paul's. 

895.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  Is  St.  Paul's  near  the  junction  of  the  St.  Peter's  with 
the  Mississippi? — Yes. 

896.  Where  is  the  Crow  Wing? — ^The  Crow  Wing  is  about  100  miles  nearer 
Red  River,  I  think  ;  it  is  not  marked  on  this  map. 

897.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Is  there  not  a  settlement  at  Pembina  ? — Yes.  I  call  the 
settlement  of  Pembina  an  offshoot  from  Red  Ri'/er ;  it  is  principally  inhabited 
by  half-breeds  from  the  settlement  of  Red  River. 

898.  It  is  in  the  United  States  territory  ? — It  is  on  the  frontier. 

899.  Therefore,  in  fact,  there  is  an  American  settlement  nearer  than  you 
have  stated  ?— No  ;  I  think  they  are  settled  within  the  British  territory.  I  am 
not  aware  that  they  are  outside  the  line. 

900.  Does  not  Fort  Pembina  belong  to  the  Americans  ?  — There  is  no  fort  at 
Pembina.  Fort  Pembina  is  an  old  trading  establishment  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company. 

901.  Mr.  Grogan.']  But  does  Fort  Pembina  belong  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  or  to  the  Americans  ? — Fort  Pembina  did  belong  to  us. 

902.  To  whom  does  it  belong  now  ? — There  is  no  Fort  Pembina  now. 

903.  I  mean  the  settlement,  or  the  station,  or  whatever  you  please  to  call  it  ? 
— I  think  the  settlers  are  upon  both  sides  of  the  line. 

904.  Viscount  Sandon.]  You  imagine  that  the  nearest  American  settlement  is 
on  the  Crow  Wing  River? — I  consider  that  an  American  settlement  because  there 
is  an  American  population.     I  consider  it  the  nearest  American  settlement. 

905.  If  it  was  proved  that  there  were  American  settlers  coming  in  consider- 
able numbers  to  the  British  boundary  you  would  think  that  a  considerable 
argument  in  favour  of  the  goodness  of  that  territory,  would  you  not  r — I  do  not 
think  they  would  go  to  the  Red  River  from  the  United  States  or  anywhere  else 
for  the  purpose  of  settlement. 

906.  I  only  asked  you  whether,  supposing  that  was  proved,  you  would  not 
regard  it  as  a  considerable  argument  in  favour  of  the  character  of  the  territory  ? 
— Yes ;  but  I  should  not  agree  in  that  fact. 

907.  Mr.  Blackburn.]  Provided  that  they  settled  for  the  purpose  of  agricul- 
ture ? — Yes ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  they  will  not  do  so. 

908.  Mr.  Charles  Fitztvitliam.]  You  say  that  the  north  shore  of  Lake 
Superior  is  barren  and  rocky  ? — It  is,  except  at  the  outlets  of  the  rivers  ;  the 
general  character  is  rugged  and  barren,  and  a  surface  of  rock  and  water  and 
swamp. 

909.  Is  there  any  timber  immediately  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior? — 
Very  little  :  scarcely  any  ;  it  is  all  burnt ;  it  is  a  burnt  wood  country. 

910.  Burnt  by  what? — By  fires  having  overrun  the  country  ;  the  greater 
part  of  the  thick-wood  country  is  overrun  by  fires. 

911.  Of  what  wood  are  those  the  remains  ;  is  it  a  fir  wood? — It  is  a  small 
description  of  fir. 

912.  What  is  the  breadth  of  that  belt  of  timber? — It  extends  from  the 
shores  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay. 

913.  Without  any  intermission  ? — Yes;  except  by  lakes.  I  think  there  is  a 
larger  surface  of  water  than  of  land  in  the  whole  of  that  thick-wood  country. 

9  ]  4.  When  you  get  from  Lake  Superior,  and  travel  north,  do  not  you  come 
to  any  country  which  is  timbered  with  maple  and  oak ;  soft  wood  ? —  At  the 
River  Kamenistiquoia  falling  into  Lake  Superior  at  Fort  William,  for  20  miles. 
I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  of  maple,  and  perhaps  a  small  quantity  of  oak  ;  I 
have  not  noticed  oak. 

915.  That 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.    55 

915.  That  wood  grows  on  the  valley  of  the  Kamenistiquoia ? — Yes;  that  is     Sir  G. Simpson. 
Sor,  barely  20  miles.  ~ 

916.  I  do  not  mean  so  far  to  the  west  as  that ;  there  is  a  place  called  the  ^"^^'"■"*'"y  ^^57' 
Pic  ? — Yes,  it  is  a  perfectly  barren  post ;  it  is  sand  upon  the  beach  and  rock 

behind. 

917.  It  is  a  mineral  country,  though,  is  it  not  ? — Yes;  all  along  the  eastern 
shore  of  Lake  Superior  is  a  mineral  country. 

918.  There  is  copper  ? — Copper. 

9 1 9.  And  iron  ? — Yes. 

920.  And  the  vegetation  is  pine  wood  ? — Yes. 

921.  When  you  go  through  a  belt,  say  of  two  miles  of  that  country  from  the 
shores  of  the  lak,e,  do  you  not  then  come  to  a  maple  and  oak  vegetation  ? — 
Certainly  not.  There  may  be  patches  here  and  there  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  of  maple,  but  in  a  very  small  quantity. 

922.  The  country  rises  from  the  bank  of  the  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  does  it 
not  ? — Yes  ;  to  the  watershed. 

923.  You  come  into  a  country  filled  with  small  lakes'and  morasses  ? — Yes. 

924.  How  are  those  lakes  formed  ? — They  have  been  lakes  from  the  begin- 
ning of  time,  I  believe.  These  basins  are  formed  by  large  quantities  of  snow, 
and  the  morasses  are  very  deep,  and  the  season  is  not  sufficiently  long  to  dry 
them  up. 

925.  Are  there  not  some  artificial  reasons  for  that,  as  there  are  on  the  south 
shore  of  Lake  Superior  ? — No  ;  I  am  not  aware  of  any. 

926.  Dams  of  different  sorts  ? — No. 

927.  Then  it  is  not  of  the  same  nature  as  the  shore  on  the  southern  side  of 
Lake  Superior  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  the  waters  are  dammed  on  the  southern 
shore. 

928.  With  regard  to  Fraser  River,  you  said  that  the  country  on  the  main- 
land was  generally  unfavourable  for  cultivation  ? — Yes. 

929.  But  there  are  farms  at  Fort  Langley,  I  think  ? — There  is  a  farm  at  Fort 
Langley. 

930.  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.]  To  what  extent ;  how  many  acres  ? — Perhaps  about 
20  acres. 

931.  Mr.  Charles  FitswilUam.}  But  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  more? — Yes. 

932.  Chairman.']  There  is  some  extent  of  ground  there  fit  for  cultivation  ? — 
Yes,  at  Fort  Langley. 

933.  What  extent  should  you  say? — Perhaps  several  hundred  square  miles. 

934.  What  sort  of  cultivation  ;  would  it  grow  wheat  ? — It  might  grow  wheat. 

935.  Is  it  as  good  as  the  southern  portion  of  Vancouver's  Island  ?— Not  so 
good,  I  should  think  ;  it  is  a  more  moist  climate. 

936.  It  is  not  so  good  in  point  of  climate  ? — I  should  think  not. 

937.  Mr-  Charles  FitzwiUiam.']  Is  not  the  drought  at  the  southern  end  of 
Vancouver's  Island  rather  a  drawback  to  cultivation  in  the  summer  time  ? — I 
am  not  able  to  speak  to  Vancouver's  Island. 

938.  Is  the  country  round  Fort  Langley  of  the  same  character  as  that  between 
Nisqually  and  Fraser  River? — No,  it  is  a  more  thick-wood  country;  from 
Nisqually  to  very  near  Fraser  River  is  a  prairie  country,  with  patches  of 
wood. 

939.  Or  leather  a  woody  country  with  patches  of  prairie  ? — Yes. 

940.  Is  the  country  to  the  north  of  the  British  line  like  the  country  about 
Nisqually  ? — No  ;  it  is  a  thick- wood  country. 

941.  Still,  with  small  prairies? — No;  I  think  the  prairies  are  not  so 
frequent. 

942.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  have  described  to  us  the  countries  as  having  been 
visited  by  very  severe  floods  ;  was  there  any  particular  cause,  such  as  an  early 
spring,  or  the  sudden  melting  of  the  mountain  snows,  which  occasioned  it? — ■ 
Yes  ;  there  was  severe  weather  until  the  season  was  far  advanced,  and  the  sun 
burst  out  with  great  power. 

943.  And  this  great  extent  of  flood  was  the  overflow  of  the  rivers  ? — ^Yes. 

944.  To  which  of  the  rivers  do  you  principally  attribute  the  flooding  ?  —It 
was  all  over,  not  only  Red  River,  but  the  whole  of  the  country. 

945.  Generally  through  the  whole  district  ?^ — Yes,  the  York  River  and  Moose 
River  ;  they  were  obliged  to  get  their  goods  out  of  the  stores  and  put  them  on 
stages,  for  the  purpose  of  being  saved  from  the  flood. 

0.25.  G  4  946.  Then 
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946.  Then  those  particular  floods  were  not  local,  in  fact,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Red  River  ?— No. 

947.  They  were  general  through  the  country  ?  —Yes. 

948.  With  regard  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  was  that  settlement  more 
damaged  or  more  expo8ed  to  flood  than  any  otlier  part  ? — It  was ;  it  was  more 
exposed  and  more  injured,  because  there  was  a  lai'ger  population. 

949.  The  Red  River  discharges  itself  into  Lake  Winnipeg? — Yes. 
9.50.  Is  there  any  obstruction  to  the  river  going  into  the  lake  ? — No. 

951.  Or  to  the  waters  of  the  lake  finding  their  way  into  the  sea  ? — No.  The 
lake  was  overflowed,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to  remove  our  establishments 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  lake. 

952.  Would  the  existence  of  those  47  portages  which  you  described  as  on 
York  River,  up  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  in  any  way  conduce  to  damming  up  the 
waters,  and  flooding  the  country  ? — Lake  Winnipeg  empties  itself  into  Nelson 
River,  a  little  way  to  the  northward. 

953.  Are  there  any  obstructions  on  that  river  which  would  tend  to  dam  up 
the  waters  of  Lake  Winnipeg  ?— None  at  all, 

954.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  it  not  the  general  flat  nature  of  the  country 
which  causes  the  flood  ? — Yes. 

955.  There  is  not  declivity  enough  to  carry  ofi'  the  water  ? — Just  so. 

956.  Mr.  Bell]  The  same  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lyons,  in  France  ? 
—Yes. 

957.  Mr.  Gordon.]  When  did  the  last  great  flood  occur  ? — In  1851. 

958.  Mr.  Bell^   Do  you  know  the  neighbourhood  of  Forfr  Alexander  ? — I  do. 

959.  What  sort  of  country  is  it  ? — The  back  country  is  thick  wood  country  ; 
the  timber  is  pine,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  swamp ;  it  is  a  swampy  country. 

960.  Mr.  Gladstone?[  With  respect  to  the  wheat  at  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment, at  what  period  do  they  sow  ? — They  sow  in  the  early  part  of  May, 
I  think. 

961.  And  when  do  they  reap  ? — In  August. 

962.  Is  the  harvest  pretty  good,  or  is  it  overtaken  by  the  winter,  without 
having  suflicient  sun  to  ripen  the  corn? — The  crops  are  usually,  or  always, 
secured  before  the  winter  sets  in. 

963.  From  whence  did  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  bring  the  corn  and  other 
provisions  for  its  servants  before  the  Red  River  settlement  was  founded  ? — Very 
little  grain  was  used  in  the  country  previously  to  that  time.  The  provisions 
used  in  transport  were  pemican,  a  compound  of  buffalo  meat  and  tallow ;  the 
buffalo  meat  dried  upon  stages,  and  ground  down,  and  mixed  up  with  the  fat  of 
the  animal. 

y64.  Then  it  was  almost  entirely  animal  food  ? — Animal  food  and  fish. 

965.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  it  not  in  a  great  measure  so  now  ? — Yes,  in 
travelling  to  the  northward. 

966.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  Was  there  no  regular  import  of  grain  or  other  vegetable 
produce  into  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  before  the  Red  River  Settlement  was 
founded  ? — Merely  for  the  use  of  the  establishments  upon  the  coast,  and  for  the 
Indians  near  those  establishments. 

967.  From  whence  was  that  grain  brought  ? — From  England. 

968.  By  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — Yes,  through  Hudson's  Bay. 

969.  You  do  not  consider  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  route  is  the  most  economical 
or  convenient  route,  in  a  commercial  sense,  for  connecting  the  Hudson's  Bay 
country  with  England,  do  you  r — No  great  extent  of  traflBc  can  be  carried  on 
through  Hudson's  Bay,  inasmuch  as  the  season  is  exceedingly  short ;  the  Bay 
is  never  free  of  ice. 

970.  How  long  is  it  open  ? — About  two  months. 

971.  With  regard  to  the  Saskatchewan  River,  are  the  banks  of  it  tolerably 
timbered  "r — There  is  very  little  timber  on  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

972.  Is  there  such  a  deficiency  of  timber  both  on  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Saskatchewan  that  that  of  itself  would,  in  your  view,  constitute  a  serious 
impediment  to  settlement  ? — Decidedly  ;  throughout  the  whole  of  that  prairie 
country,  from  parallel  49"  northwards,  I  think  the  want  of  fuel  would  be  a 
great  drawback  to  settlement. 

973.  Is  not  the  Red  River  country  pretty  well  timbered  ? — It  was  pretty 
well  timbered,  but  people  are  now  under  the  necessity  of  going  further  for 
timber  ;  they  go  up  the  river  and  raft  it  down  40  or  50  or  60  miles. 

974.  Are 
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974.  Are  the  outfalls  of  Lake  Winnipeg  exclusively  into  Hudson's  Bay  ?—    Sir  G.  Simpson. 
Yes.  — 

975.  Are  there  several?— No;   the  lake  empties  itself  by  Nelson  River  into   26  February  1 857- 
th  e  sea. 

976.  Entirely? — Yes. 

977.  Mr.  KinnmrdJ]  You  say  that  there  is  no  timber  on  the  Saskatchewan 
River  ? — There  is  very  little  timber. 

978.  Has  any  search  been  made  for  coal  in  that  district  ? — Yes  ;  an  inferior 
description  of  coal,  a  lignite,  has  been  found  near  Edmonton. 

97y.  Mr.  Beli.^  You  say  there  is  very  little  timber  in  that  country ;  I  find 
that  in  your  Journal  of  a  .Tourney  from  the  Red  River  Settlement  across  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  you  constantly  describe  the  country  in  this  way;  "Picturesque 
country,  lakes  with  gently  sloping  banks,  the  greensward  crowned  with  thick 
woods ;  then  you  say,  "  Beautiful  country,  lofty  hills,  long  valley,  sylvan  lakes, 
bright  green,  uninterrupted  profusion  of  roses  and  blue-bells,  softest  vales, 
panorama  of  Ijunging  copses? — Yes,  there  were  a  great  many  flowering 
shrubs. 

980.  Then  you  say  that  within  a  day's  march  of  Carlton,  on  the  Saskatche- 
wan, in  latitude  53°,  there  were  large  gardens  and  fields,  and  an  abundance  of 
potatoes  and  other  vegetables  ? — Yes. 

g8i.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  were  no  woods  in  that  country? — 
There  is  a  very  small  quantity  of  wood,  insufficient  for  the'  purposes  of  a  large 
population. 

982.  About  Edmonton,  as  to  the  pasturage,  your  remark  is  that  it  is  luxuriant, 
and  that  the  barley  is  very  productive  ? — Yes,  it  is  very  good. 

983.  Chairman.]  Will  you  state  to  us  the  system  under  which  the  country  is 
managed,  with  regard  to  trade  and  government,  with  reference  to  the  Indian 
population  ;  in  short,  the  machinery  which  is  employed  ;  how  many  officers  and 
servants  altogether  are  employed  by  you  in  the  management  of  the  territory 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — There  is  the  governor- in- chief,  to  begin  with  ; 
there  are  16  chief  factors,  who  are  the  principal  officers,  members  of  our  council  ^ 
29  chief  traders,  five  surgeons,  87  clerks,  and  67  postmasters ;  the  last  rank 
between  the  labouring  man  and  the  clerk. 

984.  How  many  are  employed  at  your  trading  posts  ? — Those  people  are  all 
employed  at  our  trading  posts. 

985".  How  many  other  agents  are  there  employed  at  your  trading  posts  ? — 
We  have  no  other  agents ;  vve  have  servants. 

986.  How  many  servants  have  you? — There  are  about  1,200  permanent 
servants. 

987.  Does  that  include  voyageurs  and  people  of  that  sort? — No;  there  are 
about  500  voyageurs,  and  other  temporary  servants  beside. 

9S8.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  How  many  are  employed  besides  those  occasion- 
ally ? — There  are  150  officers  and  crews  of  vessels. 

'989.  What  number  of  persons  do  you  think  the  Company  gives  employment 
to  in  the  trading  season  ? — Perhaps  about  3,000. 

090.  Mr.  Kinimird.]  Is  that  exclusive  of  Indians  ? — That  is  including  Indian 
labourers. 

y9i.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  hunters? — After  the  hunting  season  is  over 
the  Indians  are  frequently  employed  as  boatmen   or  canoemen  ;  as  temporary 

servants. 

992.  You  do  not  include  in  that  number,  I  presume,  the  Indian  population 
employed  by  the  people  from  whom  you  purchase  furs?— No. 

993.  What  number  of  Indians  do  you  calculate  are  livin;;  in  the  whole  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Territory  ?— The  Indian  po|mlation  of  Rupert's  Land  we  estimate    , 

at  42,840.  ~  ,       „       j    r 

994.  When  was  that  calculation  made  ?— This  season;  1  collected  trom 
different  data  all  the  information  within  reach  when  I  understaod  that  I  was 
required  to  leave  Canada.  1      t  j- 

qq^  In  the  rest  of  the  territorv  what  are  the  numbers?— In  the  Indian 
territory,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  12,730  ;  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 

80,000.'  .         .,.,.•.•        f 

Qg6.  What  is  the  whole  amount  of  Indian  population  within  the  territories  ot. 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— 130,000.  ^^^^ 

0.25.  "  99'' 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.         997.  Does  that  include  the  Indians  in  Vancouver's  Island  ? — Yes. 
---— ~  998.  Since  you  have  known  that  country,  has   that  number  been  on  the 

«S  February  1857.  increase  or  the  decrease  ?— For  two  or  three  years  previous  to  1820  there  was 
a  great  mortality  in  the  northern  parts  of  the  country,  in  the  thickwood 
country,  from  small-pox  and  mea-^les ;  that  was  in  1816,  1817  and  1818.  After 
that  period  we  introduced  vaccine  inoculation,  and  the  small-pox  has  been 
unknown  in  the  country  since  then. 

999.  Since  that  period,  do  you  believe  that  the  number  of  the  Indians  have 
increased  or  decreased? — I  think  the  number  of  the  Indians  in  the  thickwood 
country  has  increased. 

1000.  Take  them  as  a  whole? — In  the  prairie  country  I  think  they  have 
decreased  owing  to  wars  and  small-pox. 

1001.  By  wars  you  mean  wars  among  themselves  ? — Yes. 

1002.  Air.  Edward  JEllice.]  Those  are  the  Indians  on  the  frontier? — Yes,  the 
Blackfeet  tribes  ;  they  are  principally  American  Indians. 

1003.  Chdiniinn.]  What  do  you  mean  by  the  thickwood  country? — The 
thickwood  country  is  a  very  extensive  district  of  country  lying  300  or  400  miles 
inland  round  Hudson's  Bay ;  that  is  to  say,  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  to  the  barren 
grounds  and  to  the  height  of  land  dividing  the  St.  Lawrence  or  Canada  from 
Rupert's  Land;  that  is  the  thickwood  country. 

1004.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  difference  which  you  state  to  have 
existed  in  the  number  of  the  Indians  ;  the  number  you  say  has  not  diuiinished  ia 
the  thickwood  country,  and  has  diminished  elsewhere  ? — In  the  thickwood 
country  they  are  njore  under  our  own  care,  under  our  own  eye  ;  we  have  a  certain 
control  over  them  ;  among  the  prairie  Indians  we  have  no  control. 

1005.  Do  you  mean  that  there  are  not  wars  between  themselves  in  the  thick- 
wood  country? — There  are  no  wars,  and  there  is  no  loss  of  life  arising  from  wars. 
There  has  been  no  small-pox  ;  tlie  country  has  been  healthy,  and  the  means  of 
living,  if  not  very  abundant,  have  been  sufficient. 

1006.  To  what  extent  have  you  been  able  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  spirits 
among  the  Indians? — Spirituous  liquors  have  never  been  used  as  a  m<;dium  of 
barter  for  furs,  within  my  knowU  d^e.  ' 

1007.  What  is  your  system  with  regard  to  the  Indians  in  connexion  with  the 
fur  trade  ? — Our  mode  of  management  is  this  ;  the  Indians  ,are  usually  ourtitted 
from  the  establishment  in  the  fail  of  the  year  with  such  supplies  as  will  enable 
them  to  get  through  the  winter  in  comfort  and  make  their  hums. 

IOCS.  How  do  you  pay  them  for  the  furs  which  they  bring? — We  pay  them 
by  barter  entirely  ;  money  is  not  known  in  the  country  ;  they  do  not  know  money  ; 
it  is  a  barter  trade  on  a  tariff  of  ver}'  old  standing,  varied  from  time  to  time 
according  to  circumstances. 

1009.  Do  you  ever  encourage  them  to  resort  to  agriculture  under  any  circum- 
stances, when  it  can  be  done? — Always;  we  have  encouraged  them^  by  every 
means  in  our  power. 

1010.  Where  ? — At  the  Rainy  Lake,  Cumberland,  Swan  River,  Norway  House, 
and  the  seats  of  all  the  missions.  We  are  exceedingly  anxious  that  they  should 
give  their  attention  to  agricuhure. 

1011.  Have  they  to  any  extent  adopted  agriculture  ?— Not  to  any  material 
extent ;  they  have  a  distate  for  field  labours. 

1012.  You  state  that  there  are  wars  in  some  parts  of  the  country  between 
different  tribes  of  Indians  ? — Yes 

1013.  I  beheve  you  have  managed  to  preserve  peace  as  between  the  red  man 
and  yourselves  ?  — Decidedly. 

1014.  It  has  been  almost  entirely  preserved? — Ye?;  for  37  years,  during 
which  I  have  had  the  prmcipal  management,  there  have  been  very  few  cases  of 
crime,  considering  the  character  of  the  population  and  the  extent  of  the 
country. 

1015.  I  believe  during  the  last  few  years  there  has  been  a  warfare  of  the  most 
dreadful  description  carried  on  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  in 
Oreaon  and  the  Indian  tribes  in  that  nei2;hbo',irhood  .' — There  has  been. 

1016.  It  has  extended  to  your  frontier,  has  it  not? — Yes. 

1017.  But  has  never  passed  that  frontier  t — It  has  not  gone  beyond  ;  we  have 
sufficient  influence  with  the  Indians  in  the  British  territory  west  of  the  mountains 
to  keep  them  out  of  it. 

H18.  In 
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1018.  In  M'hat  way  is  justice  administered  in  that  country  which  is .  under     Sir  O.  Simpson. 

your  control  ? — As  nearly  as  possible  according  to  the  laws  of  England;  we         ■ — 

have  a  very  competent  legal  officer,  who  fills  the  office  of  recorder  at  Red  River  ^^  February  1857, 
Settlement. 

101  g.  Supposing  an  outrag^e  takes  place  in  a  distant  part  of  the  country, 
what  happens  ? — The  case  would  be  tried  probably  at  Red  River  or  at  Norway 
House. 

\G-20.  How  can  that  l)e  done  ;  when  a  murder,  for  instance,  takes  place  in  a 
very  distant  part  of  the  country,  what  is  then  done  ? — In  one  case  three  parties 
w  ho  were  concerned  in  a  murder  were  removed  to  Canada  for  trial,  all  the  way 
from  Mackenzie's  River,  at  great  difficulty  and  great  expense. 

1 021  I  suppose  in  very  distant  parts  of  the  country  you  administer  justice  as 
best  you  may  ? — In  many  instances  we  have  brought  cases  to  Red  River,  where 
the  parties  have  been  regularly  tried  by  jury. 

1022.  For  minor  offences  what  proceedings  do  you  adopt  practically? — 
The  Indian  is  reprimanded  and  held  in  disfavour  for  some  time. 

1023.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Will  you  illustrate  that  answer  by  giving  a  case 
which  oc,curred  at  Norway  House  recently  ? — Some  Indian  lads  broke  into  one 
of  our  stores  and  they  were  regularly  tried,  and  two  of  them  were  transported 
from  their  own  district  300  miles  off  to  another  district  ;  that  was  the  entire 
punishment ;  it  was,  in  fact^  no  punishment ;  they  were  also  severely  repri- 
manded. 

1024.  Chairman.^  What  system  do  you  adopt  in  the  way  of  preserving  dis- 
cipline and  proper  subordination  among  your  own  officers,  scattered  over  this 
vast  extent  of  country,  at.  the  different  posts  ? — [  do  not  know  that  there  is  any 
particular  discipline;  we  generally  contrive  to  have  respectable  men;  our 
officers  are  always  highly  respectable  men,  and  we  generally  keep  orderly  ser- 
vants ;  our  servants  are  orderly  and  well  conducted. 

1025.  Do  you  take  care  to  keep  a  f)retty  strict  supervision  over  them,  and 
does  their  advancement  depend  altogether  upon  their  conduct? — There  is  a  very 
strict  supervision. 

1026.  Besides  your  own  territory,  I  think  you  administer  a  portion  of  the 
territory  which  belongs  to  Russia,  under  some  arrangement  with  the  Russian 
Company? — There  is  a  margin  of  coast  marked  yellow  in  the  map  from  54°  40' 
up  to  ('ross  Sound,  which  we  have  rented  from  the  Russian-American  Company 
for  a  term  of  years. 

1027.  Is  that  the  whole  of  that  strip  ?  — The  strip  goes  onto  Mount  Saint 
Elias. 

1028.  Where  does  it  begin  ?— Near  Fort  Simpson,  in  latitude  54° ;  it  runs  up 
to  Mount  St.  Elias,  which  is  further  north. 

1029.  Is  it  the  whole  of  that  strip  which  is  included  between  the  British 
territory  and  the  sea  "^ — We  have  only  rented  the  part  between  Fort  Simpson 
and  Cross  Sound, 

1030.  What  is  the  date  of  that  arrangement? — That  arrangement,  I  think, 
was  entered  into  about  1839. 

1031.  What  are  the  terms  upon  which  it  was  made ;  do  you  pay  a  rent  for 
that  land  ? — The  British  territory  runs  along  inland  from  the  coast  about  30 
miles ;  the  Russian  territory  runs  along  the  coast ;  We  have  the  right  of  navi- 
gation through  the  rivers  to  hunt  the  interior  country.  A  misunderstanding 
existed  upon  that  point  in  the  first  instance ;  we  were  about  to  establish  a  post 
upon  one  of  the  rivers,  which  led  to  very  serious  difficulties  between  the 
Russian- American  Company  and  ourselves  ;  we  had  a  long  correspondence,  and, 
to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  these  difficulties,  it  was  agreed  that  we  should 

lease  this  margin  of  coast,  and  pay  them  a  rent ;  the  rent  was,  in  the  first  instance,  , 

in  otteis  ;  I  think  we  gave  2,000  otters  a  year  ;  it  is  now  converted  into  money  ; 
we  give,  I  think,  1,500  /.  a  year. 

1032.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  What  otter  is  that? — The  land  otter  from 
the  east  side  of  the  mountains;  we  now  pay  1,500^.  a  .year  for  the  use  of  this 
margin  of  coast. 

1033.  Chairman.]  Is  it  a  lease  for  a  term  of  years  1—1  think  the  term  was 
originally  10  years. 

]  034.  Mr.  Kijmaird.]  Have  you  the  whole  care  of  it,  or  are  there  Russian 
officers  in  the  territory  ? — We  have  the  entire  care  of  it. 

0.25;  .  H  2  1035.  Mr, 
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^W  G.  Simpson.        103,5.  Mr.  Edward  Ellkc]  That  was  maintained  through  the  last  war,  was 
— ■ — ■ — —      it  not,  in    order  that  there  should  be  no  disturbance  among  the   Indians  ? — 

526  February  1857.  Yes. 

1036.  Chairman.]  Was  any  inconvenience  sustained  before  this  arrangement 
was  made  with  regard  to  the  management  of  the  Indians,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
found  that  spirits  were  introduced  among  them  by  parties  competing  with  one 
another  for  the  fur  trade? — Yes,  there  was  a  great  abuse  of  spirituous 
liquors. 

1037.  Was  that  the  main  inducement  to  you  and  to  the  Russian  Company 
to  make  this  arrangement  ? — It  was  not  the  principal  inducement,  but  it  was 
one  of  the  inducements.  A  year  or  two  afterwards  I  entered  into  an  arrangement 
at  Sitka  with  the  Governor  of  Sitka  that  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  should  be 
entirely  prohibited.  A  murderous  scene  took  place  under  our  own  eyes  at  Sitka, 
arising  from  a  debauch  among  the  Indians,  and  we  came  to  an  agreement  then 
that  liquor  should  no  longer  be  introduced  into  the  country. 

]  038.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  Has  that  agreement  been  rigidly  kept  on  their  part  1 — ■ 
It  has  been  rigidly  kept,  I  believe,  by  them  as  well  as  by  us. 

1039.  Mr.  Gordon.']  'With  regard  to  the  administration  of  justice,  is  it  not 
the  case  that  under  the  Acts  by  which  the  Company  exercise  jurisdiction,  viz., 
the  43  Geo.  3,  and  the  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  the  Company  are  bound,  under  a  penalty 
of  5,000/,,  to  transmit  cases  of  felony  for  trial  to  Canada?— The  ex-recorder  of 
Rupert's  Land  will  be  here  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  and  I  should  rather 
prefer  that  he  should  answer  the  question,  and  explain  all  matters  connected 
with  the  administration  of  the  law. 

1 040.  I  suppose  you  would  also  wish  to  defer  till  the  recorder  is  here,  the 
answer  to  the  next  question  which  I  should  put,  viz.,  how  often  that  had  been 
done  ? — There  have  only  been  two  cases  transmitted  to  Canada  in  my  time  ;  one 
is  the  case  of  those  Indians  in  Mackenzie's  River,  a  few  years  ago,  of  whom  I 
spoke. 

1041.  How  long  has  there  been  a  recorder  established  at  the  Red  River? — 
In  1839  the  tirst  recorder  was  appointed  there. 

1042.  Mr.  Grogan.}  What  was  the  name  of  the  recorder  in  1839  ? — Adam 
Thom. 

1043.  Mr.  Gordo?!.]  How  was  justice  administered  previously  to  a  recorder 
being  appointed  ? — There  was  never  a  criminal  case  within  my  recollection 
previously  to  1839,  except  the  case  to  which  I  am  alluding,  in  Mackenzie's 
River. 

1(144.  With  regard  to  the  introduction  of  spirits  into  the  territory;  are  spirits 
allowed  to  those  who  are  in  the  employment  of  the  Company? — 1  may  say  that 
the  whole  importation  of  spirits,  from  the  year  1847  to  the  year  1856,  averaged 
under  5,000  gallons  into  the  whole  country. 

1045.  -^r^  spirits  habitually  allowed  to  be  used  by  the  servants  in  the 
employment  of  the  Company? — Certainly  not. 

1046.  Not  for  their  own  use? — Not  for  their  own  use  ;  not  even  the  officers 
in  some  parts  of  the  country  are  allowed  the  use  of  spirits- 

J 047.  I  find  it  stated  in  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  on  the  10th  of 
August  1848,  that  in  the  year  1837,  about  3,800  gallons  of  spirits  had  been 
imported  into  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  ;  and  in  the  year  1845,  three  years 
before  the  date  of  his  speech,  9,075  gallons.  From  the  statement  which  you 
have  just  made,  I  suppose  we  must  conclude  that  that  proportion  has  diminished 
a  good  deal  ? — In  1845  the  quantity  was  increased,  in  consequence  of  a  wing  of 
the  sixth  regiment  having  been  sent  to  Red  River ;  it  was  for  the  use  of  the 
troops- 

1048.  Then  we  must  not  take  that  as  representing  an  increase  or  decrease  in 
the  consumption  ? — No;  the  average  since  1847  is  4,911  gallons,  it  is  under 
5,000.  Of  that  quantity,  two-thirds  are  used  by  the  8,000  inhabitants  of  Red 
River  ;  the  remaining  one-third,  or  1,630  gallons,  is  all  that  is  allotted  for  the 
use  of  our  own  servants,  for  an  occasional  clram  to  Indians  who  are  employed  in 
transport  with  our  own  servants,  and  for  the  purchase  of  provisions  in  parts  of 
the  country  where  we  cannot  get  thfim  otherwise. 

1049.  I  find  in  a  report  which  was  made  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  was  appointed  to  consider  the  condition  of  the  aborigines  in 
the  Ijritish  Colonies,  a  statement  that  the  Coppermine  Indians  had  decreased 

one-half; 
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one-half ;  and  among  other  causes  which  are  assigned  for  that  decrease,  intern-     sir  G.  Simpson. 

perance  is  mentioned.     Have  any  but  the  Company's  traders  access  to  that 

country? — None,  except  the  Company's  traders  ;  that  statement  is  not  true  ;  no  26  February  1857. 
liquor  goes  there. 

1050.  Mr.  Ed-oard  Ellice.]  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  that  is  one  of  the  districts 
into  whicli  spirits  do  not  go  at  all  ? — No  spirituous  liquors  have  been  sent  north- 
ward of  Cumberland  to  my  knowledge  since  1822. 

1051.  Either  for  the  Company's  servants  or  for  the  Indians? — Not  for  any- 
body ;  neither  for  officers,  servants,  nor  Indians. 

1052.  Mr.  Gordon.']  Then  you  presume  that  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  were  misled  by  the  evidence  before  them  ? — Decidedly. 

1053.  It  has  been  stated  to  me  by  officers  in  tlie  army  who  have  travelled 
in  those  parts  of  the  country  where  the  Company  have  stations  on  the  Saguenay 
Hiver,  at  Chicoutirai,  for  instance,  that  though  liquor  was  not  traded  with  the 
Indians  for  furs,  yet  at  the  time  the  bargain  was  concluded  a  certain  quantity  ot 
liquor  was  always  given  to  them  as  a  present ;  does  it  appear  to  you  that  that 
differs  in  anything  hut  name  from  making  spirits  a  portion  of  the  trade  ? — I 
I  think  it  very  likely  that  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  we  are  surrounded  by 
opposition,  that  may  have  occurred.  Where  we  have  opposition,  we  nmst,  in 
order  to  pet  furs,  do  as  other  parties  do  ;  but  we  never  sell  liquor.  Liquor  has 
never  been  used  as  a  medium  of  barter.  We  are  opposed  on  the -St.  Lawrence 
by  every  shipmaster  and  every  pilot  and  fisherman. 

1054.  The  greater  portion  of  your  European  servants,  I  presume,  come  from 
Engkind  or  Scotland;  they  are  not  born  of  white  parents  in  the  country? — 
The  greater  portion  of  our  white  servants  are  Orkney  men;  there  are  a  few 
Hijihlanders,  and  a  very  few  Shetlanders  ;  a  large  proportion  of  our  servants  are 
half-breeds. 

1055.  With  your  Indian  servants  wbat  sort  of  contract  do  you  enter  into ; 
Jiow  long  is  their  term  of  service  ?— Merely  for  the  trip  ;  merely  for  the  summer. 
They  are  sometimes  employed  as  express  bearers  going  with  letters,  and  they 
are  frequently  employed  as  boatnien,  mixed  with  the  Company's  servants  and 
with  the  half-breeds. 

1056.  Is  there  any  provision  made  for  your  servants  in  case  of  sickness  or  old 
aae  ?— There  is  no  provision  made  for  them.  They  are  paid  liberal  wages,  and 
our  servants  very  frequently  save  'large  sums  of  money  for  their  walk  in  life. 
They  generally  leave  the  country  before  extreme  old  age  comes  on. 

1057.  But  there  is  no  regular  provision  for  a  person  who  becomes  disabled  in 
your  service  r — There  is  no  provision. 

1058.  That  happens,  I  suppose,  not  unfrequently  from  accidents  ? — It  does 
happen,  and  it  frequently  happens,  that  the  Company,  after  their  return  to  Eng- 
land, allow  them  a  small  pension. 

1 059.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Have  you  ever  known,  in  any  case  which  was 
deserving,  a  small  pension  refuspd  r — Never. 

1060.  Mr.  Gordon.']  I  suppose  this  can  hardly  be  considered  as  administration 
of  justice :  I  find  that  in  Mr.  Alexander  Simpson's  "  Life  of  Mr.Thomas  Simpson," 
at  page  427,  it  is  stated  that  the  Company  has  the  invariable  rule  of  avenging 
the  murder  by  Indians  of  any  of  its  servants,  by  blood  for  blood,  without  trial  of 
any  kind.  Is  that  the  case?— We  are  obliged  to  punish  Indians  as  a  measure  of 
self-preservation  in  some  parts  of  the  country. 

1061.  And  without  any  form  of  trial?— We  seldom  get  hold  of  them  for  the 
purpose  of  trial,  and  they  are  usually  punished  by  their  own  tribe.  I  scarcely 
know  a  case,  there  inay  have  been  perhaps  a  few  cases,  in  which  our  own  ser- 
vants have  retahated ;  but  the  Indians  are  usually  punished  by  the  tribe  to  which 

thev  belong.  1    •        r 

i'o62.  Mr.  Gregson.]  What  mode  have  you  of  ascertaining  the  population  ot 
the  Indians  r— We  have  lists  of  the  Indians  belonging  to  various  posts;  we  have 
compared  and  checked  them  with  the  report  of  the  Government  officers  who 
went  to  Vancouver's  Island  some  years  ago,  as  regards  the  tribes  to  the  west  ot 
the  mountains,  and  with  Colonel  Lefroy's  lists,  as  regards  those  on  the  east  side, 
and  we  have  arrived  at  this  estimate  of  the  population. 

io6j.  You  say  that  you  fit  out  the  Indians— is  that  only  for  the  hunting 
season  ?  — They  do  not  require  any  outfit  for  the  summer. 

1064.    Do   they  continue  throughout  the  year  to  be  provided   for  by  the 
0.25  H3  Company 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.     Company  in  clothing  r — Yes  ;  that  is  to  say,  an  Indian  does  not  require  European 

clothing ;  he  usually  has  blankets  and  a  coat. 

a6  February  1857.  1065.  Do  they  depend  upon  you  for  their  support  throughout  the  year  ?  — 
Entirely,  except  such  as  they  provide  themselves  with  skins.  They  are  very 
frequently  clothed  in  skins;  rabbit  skins  and  leather  ;  indeed,  many  of  our  own 
servants  are  clothed  in  leather. 

1066.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  You  stated  just  now  the  population  in  rough  ;  would 
you  have  any  objection  to  give  in  to  the  Committee  a  copy  of  the  estimated  census 
of  the  population  which  you  have  made.  There  are  some  other  parts  ;  can  you 
give  us  your  census  of  the  Red  River  population  ;  you  have  got  it,  I  presume,  in 
detail  ?— I  think  I  have ;  I  am  not  certain  ;  I  took  these  notes  previously  to 
leaving  Canada. 

1067.  I  think  I  heard  you  say  that  one  vessel  or  more  enters  Hudson's  Bay 
for  the  supply  of  the  Colony  ?— We  usually  employ  two  ships  to  York  ;  one  ship 
to  Mouse,  and  another  to  East  Maine. 

1  068.  May  ships  come  and  irade  at  York  or  Moose  Bay,  if  they  choose,  on 
their  own  account ;  would  every  facility  be  given  for  other  ships  besides  the 
Conspany's  ships  coming? — Not  to  oppose  us  in  trade,  because  we  conceive  that 
our  charter  sufficiently  protects  us. 

1069.  You  conceive  that  your  charter  precludes  any  other  vessels  but  the  Com- 
pany's vessels  trading  at  York  and  the  Moose  River? — Yes. 

1070.  Under  those  circumstances  might  not  a  larger  stock  of  goods  be  kept  at 
the  Company's  store  at  the  Red  River,  so  as  to  supply  the  demand  there  ? — We 
keep  in  store  generally  a  two  years'  supply  of  the  most  essential  articles  of  trade, 
to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  loss  by  the  wreck  of  our  ships,  or  the  burning 
down  of  our  establishments. 

1071.  Are  you  not  aware  that  you  do  not  sufficiently  supply  the  Red  River 
Colony  with  goods  ? — I  think  the  Red  River  Colony  is  usually  sufficiently 
supplied. 

1072.  I  thought  that  a  great  caravan  annually  went  down,  and  got  their 
goods  from  the  United  States  at  St.  Louis  r — Yes ;  a  caravan  goes  taking 
buffalo  robes  for  sale  in  the  United  States,  and  cattle  for  sale,  and  bringing  back 
tobacco  in  some  cases  ;  they  likewise  smuggle  liquor  into  the  country,  and  there 
are  other  supphes  which  are  to  be  had  cheaper  from  the  United  States  than 
from  England- 

1073.  Mr- Edward  Eliice.]  With  regard  to  the  traders,  cannot  the  traders  at 
Red  River  get  out  whatever  they  like  in  your  ships  by  Hudson's  Bay  ? — Any- 
thing they  like  except  liquor.     We  object  to  become  the  freighters  of  liquor. 

1074.  And  the  traders  at  Red  River  may  charter  ships  on  their  own  account, 
so  long  as  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  fur  trade? — Yes;  they  have  never 
chartered  a  ship  yet,  because  they  get  their  freight  cheaper  through  the  Com- 
pany than  they  can  by  charter. 

1075.  Mr.  Bell.]  Have  you  never  refused  to  •  take  goods  for  any  of  the 
traders  of  the  Red  River  ? — I  think  on  one  or  two  occasions  we  may  have  done 
so  ;  perhaps  on  one  occasion.     I  am  not  satisfied  of  that. 

1076.  Mr.  Gordon.]   Was  that  in  the  case  of  a  Mr.  James  Sinclair  ? — Yes. 

1077.  Mr.  Edwai'd  Eliice.]  That  was  when  it  was  in  contemplation  to  inter- 
fere with  the  fur  trade  ? — Yes. 

1078.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Will  you  state  what  the  case  was  with  respect  to  Mr.  James 
Sinclair  ?—  There  was  some  objection. 

1079.  What  did  he  want  to  do  ?— We  objected  to  bring  out  goods  for  him  at 
one  time. 

1080.  What  goods  did  he  want  you  to  bring  out  ? — British  manufactures. 

1081.  You  objected  on  what  ground? — On  the  ground  that  he  was  to  employ 
them  in  the  fur  trade. 

1082.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  The  Company  does  not  oppose  a  passive  hinderance  to 
the  entrance  of  goods  or  of  people  necessarily  ? — Not  at  aU  ;  we  take  their  goods 
out  on  freight. 

1083.  If  I  wanted  to  bring  a  mechanic  into  the  Red  River,  could  I  do  so  ? — 
Decidedly ;  we  should  ailord  him  a  passage. 

1084.  Then  the  Company  would  facilitate  the  entrance  of  free  labourers  qf 
good  character  who  should  present  themselves,  by  giving  them  a  passage  ? — 
On  paying. 

1085.  Allowing  them  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  Company's  stores  upon  the 

terms 
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Sir  G,  Simpton. 
ship  would  be  allowed  to  trade  26  February  1837. 
a  mechanic,  you  would  allow  him  to 


terms  of  the  Company's  servants  ? — No,  not  on  the  terms  of  the  Company's 
servants  ;  the  Company's  servants  receive  very  low  wages- 

1086.  You  have  told  us,  I  think,  that  no  other  ship  woi 
at  York?— Yes. 

1087.  Therefore  if  I  wanted  to  import 
come  in  your  ship  ? — Decidedly. 

1088.  Might  not  he  trade  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Company's  servants  ; 
might  not  he  buy  his  things  in  the  same  way?— He  might  buy  his  things  as  the 
other  inhabitants  of  Red  River  do. 

1089.  And  he  might  have  the  benefits  of  the  Company's  stores? — Yes  ;  our 
shops  are  open  to  all  parties. 

1  ogo.  He  would  have  to  pay  for  his  passage  r — Yes. 

1091.  By  a  fixed  tariff? — There  is  a  regular  passage  money  charged,  which 
I  cannot  call  to  memory  at  this  moment.  Every  facility  is  afforded  ;  a  passage 
has  never  been  refused  to  any  one  that  I  am  aware  of. 

1092.  There  is  an  idea  that  the  Company  opposes  the  settlement  of  Indians  as 
agricultural  labourers  or  as  a  Christian  community  ?  — It  is  not  the  case. 

1093.  What  is  the  tenure  of  the  land  in  the  Company's  territory? — Nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  years. 

1094.  Is  the  right  of  the  Indians  to  sufficient  lands  for  their  support  recognised? 
— They  occuj.'y  lands  wherever  they  please.  The  Indian  has  never  been  required 
to  pay  for  lands. 

1095.  Do  you  pay  no  chief  for  the  occupation  of  land  j'ourselvcs  in  the  Indian 
settlement  ? — There  is  a  very  old  respectable  chief,  a  man  who  has  been  very 
triendly  to  the  whites  ;  we  support  him  principally. 

1096.  Do  you  not  recognise  their  holding  their  possession  of  land  r — No  ;  the 
land  was  purchased  of  them,  I  think,  in  the  time  of  Lord  Selkirk  by  a  regidar 
purchase ;  a  certain  quantity  of  ammunition  and  tobacco,  and  various  other 
supplies  being  given  fir  it. 

1097.  What  provision  is  made,  or  can  be  made,  for  the  settlement  of  such  as 
desire  to  become  agricultural  labourers,  or  to  live  as  a  community  ;  what  would 
be  the  facility  given  by  the  Company  ? — -They  would  be  permitted  to  take  lands, 
wherever  vacant  lands  were  found,  at  a  price  which  might  be  considered  nominal ; 
the  prices  are  never  exacted. 

1098.  Is  the  Indian  settlement  at  the  Red  River  approved  of  and  encouraged 
by  the  Company  ? — Decidedly. 

1099.  In  everyway? — In  every  way. 

1  1 00.  What  provision  is  made  for  the  instruction  of  these  Indians  ? — The 
Church  Missionary  Society  have  a  missionary  in  charge  of  the  settlement 

1 101.  Mr.  Edward  EUice]  Will  you  state  what  religious  establishments  there 
are  ? — In  the  Company's  territory  there  are  19  missionary  stations  of  the  Church 
of  England,  12  Roman-catholic,  4  Wesleyan,  and  1  Presbyterian,  making  a  total 
of  36.  In  Oregon  there  is  a  Roman-catholic  mission.  On  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence,  one.  At  Albany  and  Temiscaming,  one.  At  the  Pic  there  is  a 
Wesleyan  missionary.  At  Fort  William  there  is  a  Roraan-cathohc  missionary  : 
and  at  Vancouver's  Island  there  is  a  Church  of  England  missionary,  making  in 
all  42  missionary  stations. 

1 102.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  What  provision  is  made  for  the  chaplain? — The  Bishop 
of  Rupert's  Land  has  a  salary  of  300  Z.  a  year  from  the  Company.  In  aid  of 
schools  he  has  100/.  a  vear.  'The  bishop's  chaplain,  at  Red  River,  has  150  /,  a 
year.  At  York,  .')0 1  a"  year.  At  Moose,  50  I.  a  year.  At  East  Main,  50  /.  a 
year.  At  Victoria  and  Vancouver's  Island,  200  I.  a  year.  The  Roman-catholic 
mission  at  Red  River  has  100  /.  a  year.  At  Oregon,  100  I.  a  year.  On  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  105  /.  a  year. 

1103.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  What  do  you  mean  by  Oregon;  Oregon  is 
in  the  United  States  ? — We  call  it  Oregon. 

1 1 04.  Do  you  give  religious  instruction  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  ? 
— No ;  there  is  a  Roman-catholic  bishop  who  was  taken  across  by  us  a  good 
many  years  ago  to  Oregon,  and  he  remains  there  on  the  promise  that  he  should 
be  allowed  100/.  a  year. 

1 105.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Do  vou  pay  him?— We  pay  him  100  I  a  year  now. 

1 106.  And  you  maintain  him  in  the  United  States  territory  ?— We  give  him 
1 00  /.  a  year. 

1107.  He  being  in  the  United  States  territory  ?— He  being  in  the  United 
States  territory. 

0.25.  H  4  1108.  Mr. 


// 
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^ir  G.  Simpson.         iioS.  Mr.  Ediuard  JSUice.]  You  have  possessory  rights,  I  believe,  under  the 

•' treaty  ? — Yes. 

m6  February  1857.       ^^^^^    ^^   Roebuck.]  But  has  not  Oregon  been  given  up  by  treaty  r— By  that 
treaty  our  possessory  rights  are  retained. 

1110.  What  possessory  rights  have  you? — We  have  various  establishments; 
pasture  grounds  ;  hunting  grounds.     We  claim  very  large  possessory  rights. 

Till.  .Mr.  Edivard  Ellke.]  Have  vou  not  also  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  ? 
—Yes. 

1112.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  What  do  you  mean  by  possessory  rights  ;  do  you  mean 
rights  under  the  charter? — Rights  as  British  subjects  previously  to  the  treaty. 

1113.  Had  you  possession  of  land  ? — AVe  had  possession  of  land. 

1114.  How  did  you  acquire  it? — Under  the  licence  to  trade. 

1 J 15.  But  that  is  not  possession  of  land  ? — Yes,  under  the  licence  to  trade  we 
had  various  possessions  in  the  country. 

1116.  Do  you  understand  that  a  licence  to  trade  gives  you  possession  of  the 
land  ? — We  understood  so. 

1117.  That  is  the  interpretation  which  you  give  to  the  words  "  a  right  to 
trade,"  that  it  gives  you  a  right  to  the  land  ?— We  conceive  so. 

1118.  In  fee-simple  r — I  do  not  say  under  what  tenure,  but  we  consider  that 
it  gives  us  a  right  to  the  land. 

1 1  ig.  So  that  when  you  received  by  charter  from  the  Crown  a  monopoly  to 
trade  over  certain  portions  of  territory,  you  believe  that  the  whole  of  that 
territory  was  ceded  to  you  ? — No,  not  the  whole  of  the  territory  that  we  trade 
over,  but  the  territory  that  we  bring  into  cultivation. 

1 1 20.  How  much  land  did  you  bring  into  cultivation  in  Oregon  ? — I  really 
cannot  tell. 

1121.  Did  you  bring  100  acres  ?— Five  thousand  acres. 

1122.  Into  cultivation  ? — Yes. 

1123.  And  those  are  all  the  possessory  rights  which  you  have? — We  have 
various  establishments  all  over  Oregon;  we  have  them  in  various  parts  of  the 
Columbia  River  and  Puget  Sound. 

1 1 24.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Are  you  not  aware  that  in  addition  there  is  the 
Puget  Sound  Company,  who  also  have  those  rights  reserved  under  the  treaty  ? 
— Yes,  that  is  an  offshoot  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  an  agricultural  esta- 
blishment formed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  parties  connected  with  or 
interested  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  encouraged  by  the  Government  of 
the  day. 

112.5.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]!  gather  from  your  evidence,  that  in  stating  the  number 
of  people  whom  you  employ,  you  do  not  consider  the  Indians  ^Yho  hunt  for  you  to 
be  your  servants  ? — We  do  not. 

1126.  Is  not  the  Company  pledged  to  them  by  payments  in  advance?  — 
Decidedly  ;  that  is  to  say,  an  Indian  to  make  his  hunt  must  be  provided  with 
certain  necessaries  to  enable  him  to  live  during  the  winter  ;  he  requires  a  gun  ; 
he  requires  ammunition  ;  he  requires  blanketting. 

1 127.  Are  they  not  to  all  intents  and  purposes  your  own  servants  hunting  for 
you,  for  which  you  pay  them  in  advance  ? — There  is  no  contract ;  there  is  an 
understanding  that  they  will  pay  us  if  they  can.  If  the  Indian  is  sick,  we  lose 
the  outfit. 

1  1 28.  You  make  him  payments  in  advance  ;  then  you  settle  with  him  after  the 
hunt,  and  in  the  event  of  any  illness,  or  sickness,  or  of  old  age,  you  undertake 
to  provide  for  him  ? — We  consider  that  a  dead  loss. 

1 12Q.  W^hat  provision  do  you  make  for  the  instruction  of  these  Indians? — In 
the  difierent  parts  of  the  country  favourable  for  settlement  we  always  encourage 
missions ;  but  in  many  parts  of  the  country  it  would  be  impossible  to  collect  any 
body  of  Indians  ;  the  means  of  subsistence  are  not  sufficient  to  do  so 

1 130.  As  the  missions  extended  would  you  grant  assistance? — Decidedly; 
we  are  anxious  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  Indians. 

1131.  What  grants  in  aid  are  given  for  the  education  of  the  half-breeds  and 
the  Indians  ? — We  give  no  grants  in  aid.  The  half-breeds  are  quite  in  a  condi- 
tion to  pay  for  themselves  ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  ;  the  heads  of 
familie-:. 

1  132.  And  the  Indians  ? — They  are  brought  to  the  missions. 
1133.  Ill  lact,  you  think  they  are  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  you 
make  no  grants  in  aid  for  their  education?  — No. 

1134.  The 
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1134.  The  barter  of  ardent  spirits,  you  said,  was  never  allowed   under  any     Sir  G.  Simpson. 

circumstances? — Never  for  furs.     In  the   Saskatchewan  it  is  necessary  to  give 

a  small  quantity  of  spirits  to  the  Plain  Indians,  as  an  inducement  to  bring  in  ^^  February  1857, 
provisions,  otherwise  they  will  not  do  so ;  these  are  principally  American  Indians. 
A  small  quantity  is  likewise  given  to  some  of  the  Indians  at  the  Rainy  Lake, 
who  supply  us  with  dried  sturgeon  and  wild  rice. 

113,5.  Have  any  ordinances  or  rules  been  passed  by  the  Council  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ardent  spirits  ? — Yes. 

1136.  Can  you  put  in  copies  of  your  rules  with  respect  to  ardent  spirits  ? — 
The  most  effectual  rule  is  not  to  introduce  the  article. 

1137.  Have  you  no  written  minute  from  the  Council? — No,  I  think  not. 
There  can  be  very  little  spirit  used,  inasmuch  as  the  whole  importation  is  under 
5,000  gallons. 

1138.  What  is  the  amount  of  ardent  spirits  imported  in  the  ships? — Four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  some  odd  gallons. 

1 139.  How  is  it  distributed  in  the  territory  ? — Two-thirds  of  that  quantity  are 
for  sale  to  the  inhabitants  of  Red  River,  who  would  otherwise  distil.     We  have     ^ 
had  great  difficulty  in  preventing    them  from   establishing  distilleries  in  the 
country. 

1140.  Are  til e  Company's  regulations,  to  your  knowledge,  violated  in  that 
respect  ? — I  think  not. 

1 141.  Have  any  of  the  officers  of  the  Company  been  called  to  account  for  bar- 
tering ardent  spirits  where  it  was  not  necessary  ? — No,  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
We  are  so  decidedly  opposed  to  the  use  of  spirituous  liquor  in  any  of  our  esta- 
blishments that  no  officer  would  venture  to  act  in  opposition  to  our  desire. 

1  142.  I  think  you  said  that  the  government  of  the  country  was  vested  in  a 
council  ? — Yes. 

1143.  Are  the  transactions  secret? — Not  at  all. 

1 1 44.  Are  minutes  kept .' — Yes. 

114.5.  And  is  it  open  to  the  public  ;  may  anybody  have  access  ? — All  criminal 
and  other  legal  cases  are  tried  at  Red  River,  and  are  open  to  the  public.  There 
was  a  trial  by  jury  last  year  at  Norway  House  which  was  open  to  the  public  ; 
but  our  own  deliberations  with  reference  to  the  management  of  the  trade  of  the 
country  are  not  open  to  the  public. 

1146.  Is  there  any  bank  out  there  for  the  use  of  the  servants  ]  any  savings 
bank  or  any  place  where  they  can  deposit  their  !«avings  ? — We  have  no  savings 
bank  ;  but  the  Company  alloa  the  interest  of  the  day,  1  think  it  is  four  per  cent,, 
to  any  partit  s  who  may  choose  to  leave  their  money  in  their  hands,  or  they  will 
pay  their  balances,  as  they  accrue  from  year  to  year,  as  they  may  desire. 

1 1/17.  Is  every  facility  given  in  that  respect  at  the  different  posts? — In  the 
Red  River  Settlement  we  have  gold,  silver,  and  copper  as  a  circulating  medium, 
and  a  paper  currency.  That  paper  currency  is  redeemable  by  drafts  on  London 
at  60  days. 

11 48. "if  any  of  your  servants  at  the  different  posts  wanted  to  place  money  at 
interest,  you  would  allow  them  four  per  cent,  upon  it  ?— If  they  choose  to  leave 
their  money  in  our  hands  they  get  four  per  cent,  for  it. 

1 1 49.  Have  vou  it  in  contemplation  to  form  a  savings  bank  in  any  part  of 
your  territory?  — No;  it  has  never  been  contemplated;  we  have  never  thought 
of  it ;  it  has  never  been  sujjgested. 

i  1.50.  Mr.  Lowe.}-  In  whom  does  the  executive  power  reside  ;  in  the  governor 
exclusively  ? — The  governor  and  his  council. 

1 1.',  I .  The  Council  of  Factors  ? — Yes. 

11.52.  Consisting  of  16  ?—  Yes  ;  and  where  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
chief  factors,  the  number  is  made  up  by  chief  traders;  that  is  as  regards  the 
Company's  affairs,  the  business  of  the  countjy. 

1153.  As  regards  the  government  of  the  territory,  how  is  it  governed  ;  I  am 
now  speaking  not  of  trade,  but  of  the  general  government  of  the  territory  ?— In 
the  Red  River  Settlement,  in  the  district  of  Assiniboia,  the  present  recorder  is 
the  governor  of  the  district. 

1 154.  He  has  the  executive  power  as  well  as  the  judicial  ? — Yes. 

1 155.  What  extent  cf  territory  is  that  over  ? — The  district  of  Assiniboia  takes 
50  miles  by  the  compass  round  the  Red  River  Settlement. 

1 156.  Has  he  any  assistance  in  that,  or  does  he  do  it  entirely  himself  ?^ — The 
fact  is  there  is  very  little  to  be  done  in  that  respect. 

0.25.  I  1157-  What 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.         1 157.  What  there  is  to  be  done  he  does  ? — Yes  ;  our  gaols  are  almost  always 

empty  ;  they  scarcely  ever  have  an  inmate. 

as  Eebniary  1857.       1 1 58.  As  to  the  rest  of  the  terrritory,  how  is  that  governed?— By  myself  and 
the  council. 

1 1  59.  Have  you  any  legislative  power  ? — No. 

1 160.  You  cannot  make  laws  in  the  territory  ?— We  can  make  laws  as  far  as 
regards  the  management  of  our  own  affairs,  which  is  the  only  ca^^e  in  which  we 
have  occasion  to  make  laws. 

1161.  As  to  the  tenure  of  land,  how  is  it  regulated ;  what  law  is  in  force  m 
the  territory  ? — The  law  of  England,  I  imagine. 

1  ^6•2.  Up  to  what  period? — Up  to  the  present  time. 

1163.  You  spoke  of  a  lease  of  999  years  ;  why  is  the  land  not  given  in' free- 
hold ? — Our  counsel  in  this  country  recommended  that  lease. 

1 164.  Do  you  know  why?  —  No 

1  165.  Who  grants  the  leaser— The  Company;  generally  the  governor  of  the 
district. 

1  166.   Under  the  seal  of  the  Company  ?  — Under  the  seal  of  the  Company. 

1167.  Have  you  a  seal  of  the  Company  out  there  ?— Yes,  as  Governor-in- 
chief. 

1 168.  Has  the  Company  in  London  any  legislative  power  ;  can  it  make  laws 
for  the  territory  ?— It  gives  instructions  with  regard  to  the  mode  of  conducting 
the  business. 

1  169.  There  is  no  power  of  making  laws,  then,  at  all,  as  I  understand,  for  the 
territory  ?— On  the  subject  of  the  laws,  1  would  beg  to  refer  to  the  recorder. 

IT 70.  Mr.  JEdward  Ellice.']  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  directors  in  London 
have  the  supervision  of  the  acts  of  the  council  ? — Yes. 

1171.  Mr.  Lowe.}  The  Governor  is  the  Executive  : — Yes. 

1172.  All  over  the  territory  ? — Yes. 

1 1 7;v  There  is  no  legislative  power  at  all,  as  I  understand  ;  there  is  no  power 
to  make  laws  in  anybody? — We  make  such  laws  as  are  necessary. 

1174.  You  do  not  make  Statutes  at  all? — No. 

1x75.  Do  you  make  Ordinances- — No,  we  have  never  had  occasion  to  make 
Ordinances  ;  we  have  passed  certain  Resolutions  of  Council. 

1 1 76.  Are  they  considered  bindinu'  in  the  nature  of  laws  on  the  inhabitants 
of  the  territory  ? — They  are  principally  in  reference  to  our  own  trade  ;  the  laws 
are  administered  as  nearly  as  possible  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  England 
by  the  recorder  of  the  country,  and  the  late  recorder  is  now  on  his  way  to 
London,  and  will  be  forthcoming  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 

1177.  Where  do  these  1(5  factors,  who  form  the  council,  live  ? — All  over  the 
country. 

1178.  Are  they  summoned  every  year  to  meet  ? — A  sufficient  number  assemble 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  council  every  year. 

1179.  Where  do  they  meet? — At  Norway  House. 

1180.  At  what  time '^—Generally  about  the  10th,  or  15th,  or  20th  of  June. 

1181.  Mr.  Bell.]  What  number  is  considered  sufficient? — I  think  seven 
factors  with  the  Governor. 

1182.  Mr.  Lowe.l  Does  the  public  ever  attend  the  discussions  of  this  council  ? 
—  No.  never  ;  the  public  would  be  our  own  servants. 

1183.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  There  is  a  council  at  Red  River? — Yes,  at  Assiniboia, 
where  the  recorder  resides,  and  where  the  white  population  is  assembled. 

I  184.  Mr.  Lowe.~\   Hristhe  recorder  a  council? — Yes. 

1185.  What  does  that  consist  of? — Certain  inhabitants  of  the  colony.  I 
think  there  are  10  or  12;  the  clergy,  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
bishops,  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the  settlement. 

1186.  By  whom  are  they  selected? — By  the  Company,  on.  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  governor  of  the  country,  or  the  application  of  any  of  the  parties. 

1187.  Mr.  Adderky.]  Does  the  Governor-in-chief  sit  with  the  council  himself; 
is  he  a  member  of  the  council  ? — Yes  ;  he  is  ihe  president  of  the  council,  and 
the  recorder  is  the  law  officer. 

ii3S.  The  members  of  the  council  are  nominated  by  him? — He  suggests 
them. 

1 189.  Mr.  Bell.']  Is  there  a  recorder,  independent  of  the  Governor  ? — Yes. 

1190.  At  the  Red  River  and  at  Norway  House  also? — No  ;  the  recorder  of 
Red  River  goes  to  Norway  House. 

1 191.  Mr. 
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1191.  Mr.  Lowe.]    Have  you  any   magistrates,  justices  of  the  peace? — ^We      Sir  G.  Simpson. 
consider  all  our  factors  as  magistrates,  — 

1 192.  Do  they  hold  any  commission  from  the  Crown,  or  from  the  Governor?   26  February  1857. 
— Their  commission  as  factors  is  understood  to  answer  the  purpose  of  a  com- 
mission as  magistrates. 

1193.  Have  they  power  to  imprison,  and  to  decide  any  matter  ? — We  have 
never  had  any  case  of  imprisonment. 

1194.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Does  the  charter  specially  confer  on  the  Company  a 
power  of  government,  such  as  we  are  now  speaking  of,  namely,  of  imprisoning 
parties,  or  is  it  only  a  licence  to  trade? — I  must  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
charter. 

1 1 9,5.  Have  you  it  with  you? — I  have  not. 

1 196.  In  point  of  fact,  if  an  English  settler  was  to  go  out  to  the  Red  River 
district  and  settle  on  a  portion  of  land  there,  without  any  reference  at  all  to  the 
Governor  of  that  district  (you  say  it  is  the  recorder  in  that  district),  could  you 
remove  him  ? — We  have  never  yet  removed  anybody. 

1197.  But  could  you  remove  him? — We  have  never  had  occasion  to  examine 
into  the  question. 

1 198.  Has  the  question  never  been  raised  ? — Never.  We  have  never  removed 
any  man. 

1 199.  Mr,  Adderley.]  But  is  it  your  opinion  that  you  have  the  power  ? — I  do 
not  know,  I  am  not  clear  that  we  have.  Squatters  throughout  the  United 
States  and  in  Canada  are  allowed  to  remain  on  payment  of  the  established  price 
of  land. 

1200.  Mr.  Roehuck.'\  To  whom  is  that  price  paid? — We  have  never  exacted 
payment  for  land  in  Rupert's  Land. 

1201.  Mr.  Adderley.^   Of  no  kind  ? — Of  no  kind.  .;, 

1202.  Has  any  payment  been  exacted  by  the  Cpmpany  from  .settlers,  either        * 
by  way  of  a  price  per  acre,  or  by  way  of  a  licence  to  purchase  ?  — In  cases  where 

our  own  servants,  who  are  free  only  upon  their  return  to  Europe,  go  to  the  Red 
River,  we  sell  them  lands.  In  some  cases  they  have  paid  for  them  ;  in  others 
they  have  noti  but  very  rarely. 

1203.  If  I  wanted  to  buy  land  in  the  Red  Biver  Settlement,  should  I  require 
any  licence  from  the  Company  to  enable  me  to  buy  ? — I  should  think  you  would. 
There  has  never  been  a  case  in  point. 

1204.  Mr.  Edztvtrd  Ellice.]  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  Company  claim  to  be 
the  proprietors  of  ihe  soil  of  Red  River  ? — Yes ;  we  have  never  enforced  it. 

1205.  Mr.  Adderley.]  Has  nobody  over  paid  anything  for  a  licence  to  buy 
land  ? — Not  excepting  in  the  cases  of  our  own  retiring  servants,  who  are  bound 
to  go  back  to  tlieir  own  country. 

1 206.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  As  I  understand  it,  there  is  no  licence  to  buy  land  -, 
it  is  an  actual  purchase  ? — It  is  an  actual  purchase. 

1207.  Mr.  Adderley.]  If  I  wanted  to  buy  land  in  the  Red  River  Settlement,^ 
upon  what  terms  could  I  buy  it? — Five  shillings  an  acre. 

1208.  And  that  would  be  the  only  payment  which  I  should  have  to  make? — 
Yes.  ,     ■  _ 

1 209.  That  would  be  to  the  Company  ? — Yes  ;  5  s.  in  one  part  of  the  country, 
and  75.  6d.  in  another. 

1210.  I  should  have  no  other  impediment,  either  in  the  way  of  payment  or 
in  the  way  of  restrictive  regulation  to  my  buying  land  there  ? — None  at  all. 

121  1.  Anybody,  from  any  part  of  the  world,  could,  by  paying  5*.  an  acre, 
purchase  any  quantity  of  land  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  from  the  Company  ? 
— Yes,  1  believe  so. 

1212.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  The  Company  sell  that  land,  you  say  ? — Yes. 

1213.  By  what  right  do  they  sell  that  land  ?— By  the  right  which  they  hold 
under  their  charter. 

1214.  Does  the  charter  give  you  land  ? — We  believe  so. 

1215.  Do  you  know  the  words  of  the  charter  ? — No. 

12j6.  Are  they  not  a  licence  to  trade;  to  hunt? — No;  I  think  the  charter 
gives  us  a  light  to  the  land. 

1217.  Mr.  Grogan.]  In  the  event  of  a  perS[on  coming  from  England,  for 
instance,  and  purchasing  land,  as  you  say,  at  5  s.  an  acre  from  you,  is  the  land 

0.25.  ^  2  conveyed 
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bir  G.  Simpson,     conveyed  to  him  in  fee-simple,  or  for  any  particular  term,  or  under  any  deed  ?  — 
g  ~         ■         It  is  ponveyed  to  him  under  a  lease  of  999  years. 
s     e  ruary  1857.        121 8.  Is  there  a  regular  form  for  all  those  leases  ? — Yes. 

i2ig.  What  are  the  terms  of  those  leases  ? — I  cannot  call  them  to  mind. 

1220.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  lease  with  you  ? — No. 

1221.  Will  you  furnish  one  to  the  Committee?— I  will. 

1222.  Are  there  any  conditions  whatever  in  that  lease  respecting  exclusive 
rights  and  privileges  to  the  Company? — I  think  there  are  with  reference  to  trade, 
as  far  as  my  recollection  goes  :  I  have  not  read  the  lease  for  a  great  length  of 
time ;  we  have  so  very  seldom  occasion  to  issue  those  leases  that  I  do  not  at  this 
moment  call  the  particulars  of  them  to  mind. 

1 223.  Then,  we  are  to  understand  that  a  settler  going  from  this  country  to 
purchase  land  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories  gets  a  lease  for  999 
years,  at  the  rate  of  5  s.  or  7  s.  6d.  an  acre,  according  to  the  locality  ? — Yes, 

1224.  And  he  is  also  subject  to  certain  restrictions  as  regards  a  particular 
trade  ? — Yes ;  trade  in  furs. 

(■■^         122.5.  Simply  as  regards  the  trade  in  furs? — Yes. 

1226.  There  is  no  other  limitation  of  any  kind? — No  other  limitation  what- 
soever. 

1227.  In  regard  to  the  exports,  which  such  a  settler  is  permitted  to  make,  is 
there  any  limitation  whatever  on  that  point  ? — None  at  all. 

1228.  How  do  you  explain  then  the  case  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  and  the  export  of 
tallow,  to  which  you  referred  a  short  time  ago  ? — I  think  in  his  particular  case 
he  had  traded  in  furs. 

1229.  ^^-  J^M."]  x4nd  therefore  because  he  had  traded  in  furs,  you  would  not 
allow  him  to  trade  in  tallow  ? — No ;  we  did  not  give  him  freights.  That  was  not 
approved  of  at  the  time  by  the  Company. 

1 230.  That  was  the  method  which  you  took  to  punish  him  ? — I  did  not  take 
it,  but  the  officer  in  charge  at  that  time. 

1231.  I  mean  the  Company  ? — Yes. 

1232.  M.r.  Grogan.']  I  will  read  to  you  a  passage  from  a  pamphlet,  entitled 
"Canada  West,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company." — "  Mr.  James  Sinclair  sent 
in  one  of  the  Company's  vessels  a  small  quantity  of  tallow  to  London,  as  an 
experiment.  It  proved  remunerative,  and  the  next  year  he  sent  u  much  larger 
venture,  but  this  was  not  allowed  to  be  taken.  In  the  interim,  however,  appli- 
cation was  made  to  the  Company  by  other  settlers  for  permission  to  export  tallow 
at  moderate  freights  ;  but  to  this  no  answer  was  returned.  Subsequently  the 
Company  found  it  necessary  to  legislate  on  the  subject.  From  the  Minutes  of 
Council  on  this  subject.,  published  June  10,  184.5,  and  from  a  letter  of  the 
governor  of  the  country,  in  answer  to  the  application  of  certain  half-breeds  to 
have  their  position  with  respect  to  hunting  and  trading  defined,  all  of  which 
documents  will  be  found  given  in  eslenso  in  Fitzgerald's  '  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany and  Vancouver's  Island,'  we  learn  that  it  is  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
country,  that  no  settler  should  trade  in  furs."  Do  you  remember  the  trans- 
action relating  to  the  export  of  tallow  ? — I  do  not  remember  the  particulars  ;  I 
was  not  in  the  country  at  the  time. 

1233.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  it  the  fact,  that  any  trader  who  was  refused  by 
the  Companv  could  himself  have  a  vessel  to  take  away  his  goods  from  Hudson's 
Bay  ?— Yes." 

;i234.  So  far  as  that  goes,  it  is  merely  a  favour  that  the  Company  does  to  the 
trader  ? — Yes. 

1235.  Mr,  Grogajt.l  Is  there  any  limitation  with  regard  to  the  imports  which 
such  a  settler  might  make  ? — None  at  all.  I  have  myself  suggested  to  settlers 
that  they  should  charter  a  vessel  for  themselves. 

1236.  Is  any  particular  licence  required  for  imports  by  settlers  ? — No  ;  there 
has  been  no  application  for  a  licence. 

1237.  I  will  read  to  you  another  passage,  and  you  will  tell  me  how  far  it  is 
correct :  "  Further,  that  while  once  in  every  year  settlers  are  permitted,  at  their 
own  risk,  to  import  stores,  fur  traffickers  are  excluded  from  this  privilege,  but 
that  even  for  this  a  licence  is  required."     Is  that  the  fact? — No  ;  it  is  not  true. 

1238.  "Moi-eover,  that  while  imports  to  the  amount  of  50 /.  are  permitted, 
they  must  be  purchased  only  with  certain  specified  productions  or  manufactures 
of  the  settlement,  carried  away  tlie  same  season."  Are  those  facts  correct  to 
your  knowledge  P— 'Ihe  only  article  uf  import  prohibited  is  liquor,  and  the  only 

article 
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article  prohibited  for  export  is  fur  ;  with  those  two  exceptions,  you  may  import     Sir  G.  Simpson. 
or  export  anything  that  anybody  requires.  ■ 

1239.  Then  how  do  you  explain  the  circumstance  of  these  parties  not  being  26  February  1857. 
allowed  to  export  their  tallow  ?  — I  do  not  exactly  call  to  mind  that  circumstance. 

I  was  not  in  the  country  at  the  time :  it  led  to  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  ; 
the  thing  is  not  quite  fresh  in  my  memory. 

1 240.  Did  you  know  a  retired  servant  of  the  Company,  Mr.  Dunn  ? — I  did 
not  know  him,  but  there  was  such  a  man. 

1241.  In  what  capacity  was  he  employed  by  the  Company? — I  think  he  was 
originally  a  Greenwich  scholar  ;  a  boy  from  the  Naval  School  at  Greenwich,  and 
taken  as  an  apprentice  on  board  one  of  the  Company's  ships,  and  he  was  after- 
wards promoted,  I  think.     I  am  not  quite  clear  as  to  his  position. 

1242.  He  was  promoted  to  what.  Did  he  become  captain  of  one  of  the  ships  ? 
—No. 

1243.  Supercargo? — Mate,  I  think. 

1244.  y\v.  Mdward  Ellke.]  How  many  years  ago  is  that? — A  good  many 
years  ago. 

1245.  Is  it  30? — About  25  years  ago,  I  think. 

1246.  Mx.  Grogani]  Was  he  in  the  Company's  service  during  the  time  that 
vou  were  there  ? — No.     I  never  saw  him. 

1247.  You  mentioned  that  5,000  gallons  of  spirits  are  imported  into  the 
country.  Do  you  mean  that  that  is  the  quantity  of  all  the  spirits  imported  ? — 
That  is  the  whole  quantity  imported  from  England.  Some  of  the  settlers  at 
Red  River  smuggle  spirits  into  the  country.     We  are  unable  to  prevent  it. 

]  248.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Mr.  Dunn  had  published  a  journal,  in  reference 
to  his  experience  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — Yes,  but  I  do  not  think  I 
ever  saw  it.  I  do  not  recollect  having  seen  it.  Upon  the  north-west  coast  of 
Anierica,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  spirituous  liquor  has  been  very  much 
abused;  that  was  during  the  opposition  with  the  United  States. 

1249.  In  1832?— Yes. 

i2jO.  You  gave  us  the  number  of  chaplains  that  were  employed  and  paid  by 
the  Company.  Are  those  chaplains,  required  to  keep  school? — They  are 
encouraged  to  keep  school. 

1 25 1 .  Are  they  required  ?— No. 

1 252.  The  salary  that  you  pay  them  has  nothing  to  do  with  their  necessarily 
keeping  a  school  ? — No.  They  are  likewise  paid  by  the  societies  to  which  they 
belong  ;  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  or  the  Wesleyan  Society.  At  Norway 
House,  and  at  several  of  the  Wesleyan  establishments,  very  large  schools  are 
kept. 

1253.  Are  they  paid  for  their  services  as  schoolmasters  by  you  or  by  the 
Missionary  Society  ?  —  They  are  paid  by  us  in  aid  of  the  mission.  A  salary  is 
given  to  those  parties  in  aid  of  the  mission,  and  they  keep  schools,  according  to 
the  instructions  which  they  may  have  from  the  society  to  which  they  belong. 

1254.  Do  they  receive  any  payment  from  the  scholars  who  frequent  the 
schools  ? — I  think  not. 

1255.  For  what  period  of  time  do  your  servants  that  go  from  this  country 
engage  with  you  ?— Generally  five  years. 

1256.  On  the  average  do  they  return  at  the  expiration  of  the  five  years? — 
No,  I  think  they  generally  remain;  I  should  say  that  six  out  of  eight  remain  ; 
they  renew  their  contract  over  and  over  again.  There  are  many  servants  who 
have  been  in  the  service  25  or  30  years. 

1257.  As  a  general  average,  do  they  remain,  say  20  years  with  you? — 
Perhaps  barely  20  years  at  present. 

125b.  But  they  remain  along  time? — Yes,  many  of  our  servants  remain  a  long 
time.  Many  of  our  servants  remain  altogether  in  the  country.  They  retire 
from  the  service,  and  become  settlers  at  the  Red  River. 

1259.  What  is  the  highest  salary  that  the  Company  pay  their  servants?— The 
price  of  labour  has  increased  very  much.  It  was  some  years  ago  17/.  sterling, 
and  now  it  is  increased  to  men  coming  direct  from  England  on  their  first  engage- 
ment to  20/. ;  and  it  is  raised  according  to  their  position  afterwards.  A  man 
from  being  a  common  labourer,  takes  either  the  stern  or  the  head  of  a  boat ; 
being  called  the  bowsman  or  the  steersman ;  in  that  case,  he  is  paid  higher 
according  to  his  capability  as  a  boatman.  Fishermen  are  paid  higher ;  they 
are  paid  30  /.,  35  /.,  and  40  I.  in  m^ny  cases  ;  tradesmen  also  are  paid  higher. 

0.25.  1  3  1260.  The 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.  i26o.  The  class  that   you  describe  as  labourers  are  paid  20  Z.  to  30/.,  and 

—        35  /.  ?— Yes. 

26  February  1857.       i'36i.   What  may  be  the  salary  of  the  superior    officers? — The  factors  and 
traders  have  an  interest  in  the  trade  ;  they  are  partners. 

1262.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  The  16  factors  ?■ — The  16  factors  and  the  29  traders. 

1263.  Mr.  Grogan.l  They  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  partners  in  the  adven- 
ture ? — Yes. 

1  264.  A  witness  informed  us  on  the  last  day  that,  with  regard  to  the  barter 
between  the  trader  or  factor  and  the  Indians,  it  was  all  done  according  to  a 
tariff  r— Yes,  there  is  a  tariff. 

1265.  Is  that  tariff  settled  by  the  council,  the  governor,  and  factors;  oris 
it  settled  in  this  country? — There  is  a  tariff  of  very  old  standing;  the  Indian 
and  the  trader  perfectly  understand  each  other  as  regards  the  tariff. 

J  2(16.  By  whom  was  the  tariff  settled: — The  tariff  was  settled  originally  by 
the  original  traders.  It  has  been  modified  from  time  to  time  according  to  cir- 
cumstances. 

1267.  The  existing  tariff  in  its  modified  form  is  ratified  and  carried  out  by  the 
council  ? — Yes.     It  varies  in  different  parts  of  the  country- 

1268.  In  the  event  of  a  variance  of  that  tariff,  who  settles  that  variance  ? — 
The  council  do. 

1269.  A  question  was  put  to  you  relative  to  lany  compensation  or  pension 
which  might  be  given  by  the  Company  to  old  officers  or  servants,  and  those 
who  might  have  received  injuries  in  the  service,  and  you  stated  that  many  of 
them  were  extremely  comfortable  ? — Yes,  many  of  them  have  retired  with  means 
saved  in  the  country. 

]  270.  Do  you  confine  your  answer  to  the  superior  officers,  the  factors,  and 
traders,  or  do  you  extend  it  to  the  servants?  —  I  speak  of  labourers.  I  have 
known  labourers  retire  with  from  200  I.  to  300/.  ;  Orkney  labourers,  who  are 
extremely  economical  in  their  hatnts.  I  speak  of  those  who  have  been  in  the 
country  for  a  great  length  of  time. 

1271.  They  have  saved  that  money  out  of  the  wages  of  from  20/.  to  30  /.  a 
year,  and  the  four  per  cent,  which  you  allow  them  for  money  which  they  do  not 
draw  ? — Yes. 

1272.  Mr.  Gordo7i.]  I  think  there  is  no  other  settlement  of  any  importance, 
besides  the  Red  River,  of  whites  living  under  the  government,  but  not  in  the 
service  ot  the  Company,  in  your  territory  ;  of  course  I  do  not  speak  of  Van- 
couver's Island? — There  is  a  small  settlement  at  a  distance  of  about  60  miles 
from  Red  River,  at  a  place  called  Portage  la  Prairie. 

1273.  How  long  has  that  settlement  been  established? — Seven  or  eight 
years. 

1274.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Whereabouts  is  it  ? — That  is  up  the  Assiniboine. 

1275.  That  is  close  to  the  Red  River? — Y''es. 

]  276.  Mr.  Gordon.']  Is  it  in  your  power  to  sanction  such  an  establishment, 
or  is  it  only  in  the  power  of  the  Governor  and  the  Company  at  home  ? — We  were 
opposed  to  this  settlement  in  the  first  instance  as  being  difficult  of  management. 
It  was  at  such  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  government,  that  we  had  not  the  same 
control.  If  offences  were  committed,  there  were  no  constables  within  reach. 
There  were  no  means  of  laying  hold  of  the  offenders. 

1277.  What  reason  made  it  much  more  difficult  to  communicate  with  it  ? — 
The  distance  of  60  miles  is  considerable. 

1278.  Is  it  60  miles  of  interrupted  river  ? — I  think  it  is  about  60  miles  from 
Portage  la  Prairie  to  the  Forts  (Fort  Garry). 

1279  And  the  river  communication  is  not  good  ? — The  river  communication 
is  not  good. 

3280.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam. \  Is  there  no  communication  by  land? — There 
is  a  communication  by  land. 

1281.  Mr.  Gordon.']  Is  it  in  your  power  to  sanction  such  an  estabUshment 
as  that,  or  must  it  be  the  Governor  and  Company  at  home  who  sanction  its 
formation?— I  referred  to  the  Governor  and  Committee,  who  thought  it  desirable 
that  the  settlement  should  not  be  established ;  but  no  step  was  taken  to 
prevent  it. 

1282.  They  permitted  it,  but  did  not  sanction  it  ? — Yes. 

1283.  If  I  went  and  chose  to  settle  there,  might  I  do  so  without  any  opposi- 
tion?— Yes;  in  any  part  of  the- territory,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  it  has  never 

been 
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been  objected  to.    There  has  never  been  a  case  where  application  has  been     sir  G.  Simpson. 
made.  

1284.  Supposing  such  application   were  made,  would  it  be  encouraged,  or  26  February  1857, 
discouraged  as  you  have  discouraged  it  in  this  latter  case? — That  vvould  be  a 

matter  for  consideration.     I  have  not  prepared  myself  to  answer  that. 

1285.  Do  you  consider  that  your  right  to  sell  land  is  the  same  in  those  terri- 
tories which  you  hold  under  your  charter,  and  in  those  which  you  hold  under 
your  license  to  trade  ? — No  ;  we  do  not  consider  that  we  have  any  right  to  sell 
land  under  our  license  to  trade. 

1  286.  A-rt)  I  mistaken  in  supposing  that  you  said  that  you  considered  your- 
selves justified  by  your  license  to  trade,  in  selling  land  in  the  Oregon  country  ? 
— A  special  provision  was  made  in  the  treaty  for  such  sale,  respecting  our 
possessory  rights. 

12S7.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  related  to  property  which  the  Company 
actually  created  ? — Yes. 

1288.  Mr.  Gordon.']  Which  you  could  occupy,  but  not  sell? — We  were  pro- 
prietors as  well  as  occupiers. 

1289.  What  are  the  conditions  now  required  of  any  settler  taking  a  lot  of 
land  on  the  Hed  River  Settlement?— It  was  arranged,  I  thought,  that  I  should 
briijg  a  copy  of  the  deed  before  the  Committee. 

1 290.  What  is  the  usual  price  of  unsettled  land  now  in  Upper  Canada  r — 
I  cannot  speak  to  that. 

1291.  You  do  not  suppose  the  land,  the  price  of  which  you  have  stated  to 
be  5  s.  or  7  s.  6  d.  an  acre,  to  be  better  than  that  in  Upper  Canada  ? — Certainly 
not ;  it  is  not  so  good. 

1292.  Are  the  laws  or  regulations  under  which  the  colony  of  Red  River 
is  governed  printed  ;  are  they  accessible  to  the  settlers? — They  are  not  printed 
but  they  are  usually  posted  on  the  church  doors,  and  the  settlers  have  copies  of 
them  all  through  the  country. 

1293.  You  mean  that  that  is  done  with  any  new  ones? — Yes  ;  anything  that 
affects  the  Red  River  Settlement. 

1294.  But  how  do  they  know  old  ordinances  or  regulations? — The  settlers 
there  are  so  very  few  that  that  has  never  been  necessary. 

1295.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.^  I  suppose  there  are  no  newspapers  to  advertise 
them  r — No. 

1  296.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Then,  in  short,  they  may  not  be  aware  of  the  laws  and 
regulations  under  which  they  are  living  ? — The  laws  and  regulations  are  so  very 
few  that  they  know,  them  perfectly. 

1297.  But  they  are  not  accessible? — They  are  not  published. 

1 298.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  It  is  a  very  simple  state  of  society,  is  it  not  ? 
—Yes. 

1 299.  Mr.  Gordon.]  There  is  no  newspaper  in  the  Red  River  colony  ? — No. 

1300.  You  are  aware,  I  suppose,  that  a  newspaper  is  generally  the  first  thing 
introduced  in  an  American  colony  ? — Yes. 

1 301 .  Has  there  never  been  a  wish  expressed  by  the  settlers  of  the  Red  River 
<;olony  to  have  a  newspaper  there? — Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  suggested, 
some  years  ago,  that  they  should  get  up  a  newspaper,  but  they  could  not  get 
anybody  to  take  charge  of  it. 

1302.  Can  you  tell  me  what  is  the  freight  per  ton  on  goods  imported  from 
London  to  the  Red  River?— £.5  a  ton,  and  1  /.  for  hghterage  and  storage,  and 
being  warehoused  ;  that  is  6  /. 

1303.  It  was  lately  a  good  deal  higher  than  that,  was  it  not,  8  Z.  or  9  /.? — 
No ;  I  think  it  was  lower.    ,1  believe  there  has  been  very  little  change. 

1304.  I  have  heard  it  repeatedly  stated,  that  the  cheapest  way  of  receiving 
^oods  in  the  Red  River  for  traders  there  is  to  have  them  transmitted  by  New 
Orleans,  and  along  the  Mississippi ;  that  it  is  cheaper  than  their  going  by  York 
Factory  ;  do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  ease?— The  freight  to  York  is  5  Z.  a  ton. 
The  freight  from  St.  Paul's  to  Red  River  is  18  /.  a  ton,  or  16*.  the  piece  of 
100  |:ounds. 

1305.  What  is  the  distance  from  Red  River  to  York  Factory  ?  — About  600 
miles,  I  think  ;  and  the  freight  from  York  Factory  is  20 1,  a  ton  to  the  Red  River. 

1306.  Mr.  Edward  Ellioe.]  With  regard  to  that  freight,  any  person  can  take 
the  goods  as  chea[)ly  as  they  like  ?— They  can  take  them  any  way  they  please ; 
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Hir  G.Simpsojj.    we  pay  that  amount  ourselves.     We  do  not  do  our  own  transport ;  we  usually 

— employ  the  freighters  at  the  Red  River.     Different  traders  do    the  transport  for 

•26  Februar}'  1857.  US  from  York  Factory  to  the  Red  River. 

1307.  Mr.  Gordon.]  What  is  the  distance  from  Red  River  to  Lake  Superior  ? 
— Six  hundred  miles. 

1308.  You  think  that  the  distance  from  York  Factory  to  Red  River  is  not 
greater  than  from  Fort  William  to  Red  River? — It  is  about  the  same,  perhaps; 
but  the  freight  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red  River  in  the  transport  of  the 
flour  which  I  have  before  mentioned,  was  40  s.  a  piece,  or  45  l.  a  ton. 

1 309.  The  route  from  York  Factory  to  Red  River  is  not  a  very  good  one,  is 
it  r — It  is  very  bad  as  far  as  Norway  House. 

1310.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  there  have  been  petitions  from  the  settlers  in  the 
Red  River  to  have  that  route  improved  ? — ^We  cannot  materially  improve  it. 
It  is  not  susceptible  of  improvement  without  a  prodigious  outlay  ;  such  an  outlay 
as  our  traffic,  would  not  afford. 

1311.  Mr.  Bell. \  Has  there  been  a  petition? — I  am  not  aware  of  a  petition. 
"We  are  very  anxious  that  the  route  should  be  improved  for  our  own  purposes  ; 
but  the  outlay  for  improvement  would-  be  more  than  the  trade  could  aflford. 

1312.  Mr.  Gordon.]  You  say  that  it  is  very  bad;  do  you  think  it  worse,  or  not 
so  bad  as  the  route  to  Fort  William  ? — It  is  not  so  bad,  inasmuch  as  we  can  use 
boats,  carrying  about  three  tons,  between  York  Factory  and  Red  River,  and  the 
only  means  of  transport  between  Lake  Superior  and  Red  River  is  a  small  canoe. 

1313.  I  suppose,  if  the  route  to  Lake  Superior  could  be  improved,  it  would  be 
the  shortest  route  from  England  for  goods ;  there  would  be  water  communication 
up  to  Lake  Superior  ? — Yes. 

1314.  It  would  be  easier  than  by  Hudson's  Bay? — I  think  the  route  cannot 
be  improved  sufficiently  for  the  transport  of  goods. 

^3^5-  What  are  the  great  difficulties  on  that  route  which  prevent  its  being 
improved  ? — The  depth  of  water  in  the  river,  the  interruption  from  rapids  and 
falls,  and  the  swampy  character  of  the  country. 

1316.  Is  not  that  the  way  which  the  old  North- West  Company  used  to 
carry  all  their  supplies  for  the  use  of  the  interior? — It  is. 

1317.  Then  they  must  have  carried  along  there  nearly  as  much  as  you  c.arry 
from  York  Factory } — No  ;  it  was  not  one-tenth  of  the  transport  that  we  have 
I'rom  York. 

1318.  li  I  understood  you  rightly,  you  said  that  the  copy  of  the  resolutions, 
dated  1845,  was  not  authentic ;  1  have  a  copy  of  the  resolution  witli  respect  to 
the  duties  to  be  paid  on  all  imports  into  the  settlement? — That  resolution,  I 
think,  was  disallowed. 

1319.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  colonists  at  the  Red  River  are 
satisfied  with  the  government  of  the  Company  there  ? — I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  they  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  their  minds  were  not  unsettled  by  agita- 
tors who  have  an  eye  upon  the  trade. 

1320.  In  short,  you  think  that  the  agitation  comes  from  without,  and  not  from 
within  ? — Decidedly. 

1321.  In  your  "  Joianey,"  to  which  you  have  referred  two  or  three  times 
before,  at  page  54  you  say,  with  regard  to  education,  "  As  to  the  charges  of 
education,  four-fifths  of  them  fall  on  the  pious  and  charitable  association  just 
mentioned ;"  that  is,  ttie  Church  Missionary  Society  ;  "  while  the  remaining  fifth 
is  borne  by  such  individual  parents  as  are  able  and  willing  to  spare  15  oi'.  a  year 
for  the  moral  and  intellectual  culture  of  a  child."  As  five-fifths  make  a  w^hole, 
I  suppose  it  may  be  taken  that  the  Company  do  not  pay  anything  ? — No  ;  those 
are  the  agricultural  settlers  of  the  Red  River,  who  are  in  a  condition  to  pay  for 
their  own  children. 

1322.  Then  the  Company  do  not  contribute? — Not  there  ;  that  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  bishop. 

1323.  I'<  pemican  sold  to  the  schools  and  missionaries  at  the  same  price  that 
it  is  to  the  Company's  servants  ?— We  do  not  sell  it  to  the  Company's  servants  ; 
we  sell  it  at  a  very  small  margin  of  profit ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  waste,  and  it 
is  necessary  to  sell  it  at  a  very  small  margin  of  profit  to  cover  that  waste. 

13124.  Mr.  Giirneii.]  What  do  you  imagine  is  the  ordinary  time  which  elapses 
on  an  average  between  goods  being  bought  by  the  Company  in  England  and 
those  identical  guods  being  delivered  to  Indians  within  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany's^ 
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pany's  territory  ? — It  depends  upon  the  locality  ;  in  one  part  of  the  country,  as.     Sir  C.  Simpson. 

tor  instance,  a  part  of  Mackenzie's  River,  it  occupies  seven  years ;  that  is,  from        

the  time  the  goods  are  shipped  in  London  until  the  returns  are  brought  to  sale  in   ^^  febiuary  18^7. 

132.'",.  Then  seven  years  would  be  the  extreme?— Yes. 

1  V-^6-  And  what  would  be  the  minimum  ? — From  three  to  four  years. 

1327.  It  ranges  from  three  to  seven  years  r — Yes. 

i;]28.  Mr.  Kintwird.]  You  have  not  told  us  anything  about  the  nature  of  the 
population  in  Vancouver's  Islund  ?— i  know  very  little  about  Vancouver's  Island  ; 
I  have  noi.  been  there  since  it  w.is  established. 

1329.  Can  you  tell  me  the  state  of  the  population  on  the  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  ;  of  the  Indians  there? — The  Indians  are  all  in  a  state  of  warfare  in 
Oregon,  in  the  British  territory  they  are  more  independent ;  they  have  a  better 
position  as  regards  means  of  subsistence  than  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountains ; 
fish  is  very  abundant ;  salmon. 

1330.  Is  there  no  process  cf  settlement  r — None.  There  are  Indian  villages 
along  the  coast,  and  salmon  aie  very  abundant,  and  deer  are  very  abundant,  and 
on  some  of  the  island^  they  raise  potatoes. 

13  J  I.  Mr.  Charles  Fifzuiliit/ III.]  With  reference  to  schools,  has  any  obstacle 
ever  been  put  in  the  \\ay  of  schools  being  established  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Indians? — Never.     On  the  contrary,  they  have  been  encouraged. 

133  i.  Did  \ou  know  Mr.  Leithi!  a  chief  factor  ? — Yes,  Mr.  James  Leith.  I 
knew  him  intimately. 

1333.  He  died  some  years  ago  ? — Yes. 

13S4.   He  had  amassed  a  ronsideiable  sum  of  money  ? — Yes. 

133.5.  Which  on  his  death  hi-  bequeathed  to  various  purposes? — Yes. 

1336  Can  you  tell  the  (.ommittee  what  those  purposes  were? — I  think  the 
promotion  of  religion  in  the  Company's  territories;  religion  or  religious  instruc- 
tion ;  1  foruet  the  prt-cise  terms. 

1337.   Mr.  Edward  Etlice  ]  The  amount  was  10,000  /.,  was  not  it  r—  Yes. 

133S.  Mr.  Charles  b'itziviUiom.']  Are  you  sure  that  it  was  not  for  education, 
and  not  religion?—!  cannot  speak  to  the  will,  but  the  executors,  I  think,  were 
the  Bishop  of  London,  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  and  his  own  brother. 

1339.  How  has  that  money  been  applied  ? — To  the  support  of  this  mission. 

1340.  Of  what  mission  ? — The  Bishop  of  Ruperts  Land. 

1  ■!4i.  But  a  little  while  ago  you  informed  us  that  the  Company  paid  to  the 
Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land  a  salary  of  300  i.  a  year  ? — Yes. 

1342.  What  has  become  of  the  income  of  300  /.  a  year,  which  is  the  interest 
on  10.000/.,  more  or  less? — I  am  not  able  to  answer  the  question.  I  cannot 
state  distinctly  how  the  application  of  this  money  has  been  made. 

1343.  .Mr.  Lowe.~\  You  say  that  it  goes  to  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land  ? — 
I  think  it  is  under  his  direction. 

1344.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  spoke  of  the  Company  possessing  rights  in  Oregon, 
which  rights  were  recognised  under  the  treaty  with  America  ? — Yes. 

134,5.  What  were  those  rights  ;  a  licence  to  trade  ? — They  were  our  posses- 
sory rights,  whatever  thev  were ;  there  is  a  difficulty  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
possessory  rights. 

1346.  Lands  which  you  have  improved  and  cultivated? — Yes.  There  is  a 
question  as  to  what  the  possessory  rights  may  be  considered  ;  different  lawyers 
give  different  opinions  upon  the  subject.  The  late  Daniel  Webster  considered 
that  wherever  our  trappers  wrought,  wherever  our  wood-cutters  hewed  timber, 
wherever  our  flocks  and  herds  ranged,  we  had  possessory  rights.  Other  lawyers 
have  given  a  different  interpretation. 

1347.  Had  you  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  in  that  district  ? — The  same  licence 
to  trade  as  we  had  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountains. 

1345.  Do  you  consider  that  you  have  that  right  now? — Yes;  our  licence  to 
trade  has  not  expired  yet ;  it  will  expire  in  1859. 

1349.  If  an  Englishman  went  to  that  district  and  attempted  to  trade  in  furs, 
do  you  consider  that  you  would  have  the  power  to  prevent  his  doing ^0? — 
I  think  so. 

1350,  If  an  American  were  to  do  it,  do  you  think  you  would  have  the  power 
to  prevent  him  ?— I  think  so. 

0.25.  K.  135'-  Do 


74  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BFFORR  THE 

SirG.  Simpson.         1351-  Do  you  think  he  would  be  prevented  by  you  " — I  do  not  know  that  he 

would. 

26  February  1857.  1352.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  With  reference  to  the  council  at  Norway  House, 
is  it  not  one  of  the  objects  of  the  council  to  assemble  together  once  a  year  the 
persons  having  charoe  of  the  posts  in  distant  parts  of  the  country  ? — Yes. 

1353.  In  order  that  they  may  compare  notes,  and  consult  together  in  the 
aggregate  as  to  what  should  be  done  r — Yes. 

1354.  That  is  the  oidy  time  for  bringing  them  together? — Yes. 

'355-  The  country,  I  believe,  is  as  large  as  Europe  ?—  The  country  is  of  pro- 
digious extent :   1  have  an  estimate  of  the  mileage. 

1356.  Air.  Addtrleij.]  Would  it  not  be  possible  to  govern  the  country  by 
delegated  authority  Ht  different  distances  from  tlie  centre;  do  you  suppose  that 
in  the  general  settlement  of  the  uh-le  of  this  territory,  as  big  as  Europe,  it  would 
be  absolutely  necessary  always  to  refer  home,  on  every  detail  of  management,  to 
Norway  House.? — No,  I  should  conceive  not. 

13^7.  Is  it  the  case  that  there  is  that  reference  between  the  Government  of 
Red  River  and  Norway  House  ?  -No. 

13t8.  Is  there  none  whatever: — No. 

13.59.  Did  you  not  state  that  the  Company  opposed  themselves  to  another 
settlement  on  the  borders  of  Red  River,  as  being  too  distant  from  the  seat  of 
government  ?  — They  did  not  decidedly  oppose  it,  but  they  discouraged  it. 

1360.  On  that  ground  ? — As  being  more  difficult  of  management. 

1301.  From  its  distance  from  Norway  House? — No,  from  Assiniboia.  Our 
gaol,  and  court-house  and  police,  are  all  in  the  settlement. 

1362.  When  you  speak  of  the  seat  of  government,  what  do  you  mean  ? — The 
seat  of  government  of  .\ssiniboia,  which  forms  a  circuit  of  50  miles  by  the  com- 
pass from  the  forks  of  the  Red  and  Assiniboine  Rivers. 

J  363.  Have  the  inhabitants  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  any  influence  what- 
soe'er over  the  decisions  of  the  council  which  gnvern  them? — The  principal 
inhabitants  ot  Red  River  are  themselves  the  councillors  of  Assiniboia,  with  the 
governor. 

1 364  When  you  say  that  the  recorder  is  governor  of  Red  River,  do  you  mean 
that  he  is  ex  officio  always  so  ? — No  ;  he  was  considered  a  very  tit  man  to  hold 
both  offices. 

1365.  He  was  so  appointed? — Yes;  he  was  the  recorder  originally,  and  on 
the  retirement  of  the  former  governor  he  had  the  commission  of  governor  like- 
wise. 

J  ',66.  Who  appoints  his  council  ? — They  are  appointed  by  the  Com|)any,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  governor,  or  on  the  apphcation  of  any  of  the  inhabitants. 

1367.  But  is  it  an  appointment  by  the  governor,  or  an  application  by  the 
inhal)itants  ? — Both.  The  Company  is  willing  to  appoint  anybody  who  may  be 
considered  a  fit  person  qualified  for  the  office. 

1 368.  What  is  the  name  of  the  present  recorder  ? — Francis  Johnson.  He  was 
a  Queen's  counsel  in  Canada. 

1369.  For  what  length  of  time  are  the  members  appointed  ?— There  is  no 
limitation  of  the  time. 

1370.  Are  their  appointments  for  life?— No;  there  is  no  fixed  period ;  they 

are  appointed  councillors. 

1371.  During  pleasure? -During  pleasure. 

1  ^72.  Are  the  council  at  Norway  House  appointed  in  the  same  way?  — At 
Norway  House  the  factors  are  councillors  under  their  commission. 

13-3.  Are  they  appointed  during  pleasure?  — No ;  it  is  while  they  hold  the 
commission  of  factor. 

1374.  For  the  whole  length  of  the  tenure  ?— Yes,  the  tenure  ot  otbce. 

137,5.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is  under  the  charter?— It  is. 

1376.  Mr.  Adder  lei/.]  Is  your  appointment  aii  appointment  for  life? — No; 
my  appointment  is  by  the  Governor  and  Committee. 

1377.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  I  think  it  is  a  double  government.  You  have  a  govern- 
raenl;  in  England  and  one  in  Hudson's  Bay,  have  you  not?— The  Governor  and 
Company  are  the  superiors  ;  they  have  the  supreme  direction. 

1378.  The  Governor  and   Company  in    England    appoint  the    Governor   in 

Hudson's  Bay  ?— They  do. 

'379-  According 
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1 37Q.  According  to  their  will  and  pleasure,  and  his  appointment  is  revoked  at     Sir  a.  Simpson. 
their  will  and  pleasure  ?— It  is  so. 

1380.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  Governor  out  there  is  the  downright  servant  of  the  ^^  February  1857. 
Governor  and  Company  here  ? — He  is  positively  their  servant. 

1381.  And  what  they  desire  him  to  do  he  is  bound  to  do? — He  is. 

1 3S2.  Where  does  he  hve  usually  when  he  gets  to  that  country  f  - 1  have  been 
the  Governor  for  the  last  37  years,  and  I  have  lived  nearly  all  over  North 
America.  I  have  lived  in  Oregon,  1  have  lived  in  Hudson's  Bay,  in  Red  River, 
at  York  Factory,  and  in  Athabasca.     1  have  travelled  the  whole  country  over. 

1383.  -There  are  no  head-quarters  of  the  Government,  then,  and  the  talk  about 
the  Governor  and  council  is  a  mere  idle  statement? — No.  The  Governor  of 
Assiniboia  is  resident  upon  the  spot. 

1384.  I  remark  that  \ou  always  allude  to  your  Red  River  Government  at 
Assiniboia  ;  did  you  not  just  now  say  that  that  simply  occupied  a  circuit  of  50 
miles  by  the  compass  ?  —Yes. 

1385.  And  the  whole  country,  you  have  told  us,  and  the  map  tells  us  also,  is 
as  large  as  Europe  ? — Yes. 

1  38ti.  So  that  when  you  talk  of  that  small  territory,  it  is  like  talking  of  San 
Marino,  in  Europe  ? — Criminals  would  be  sent  down  to  Assiniboia. 

1387.  If  a  murder  were  committed  on  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  would  the 
man  be  sent  down  to  Assiniboia  r  —Yes.  in  the  first  instance. 

1388.  Have  you  ever  known  an  instance  of  a  murder  on  the  shores  of  the 
Arctic  Sea  r — Not  on  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  but  within  the  Arctic  circle. 

1389.  Can  you  state  that  case  to  me? — I  cannot  give  all  the  details  from 
memory. 

1390.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Was  that  the  case  which  you  spoke  of  before 
to-day  ? — Yes  ;   Creole  le  Graisse  was  one  ;  there  were  three. 

139  i .  Mr.  Roebuck.']  So  that  in  your  long  life  there  of  30  odd  years  you  have 
known  three  cases  ?  -That  was  one  particular  case  ;  those  three  persons  were 
accomplices ;  they  were  sent  to  Canada  for  trial. 

1392.  Are  those  the  only  cases  which  you  recollect? — The  only  cases  in  the 
Arctic  regions,  that  I  recollect. 

'  393-  How  many  criminals  do  you  suppose  are  annually  tried  at  Assiniboia  .' 
— I  think  the  whole  of  the  criminal  cases  within  my  recollection  are  but  19  in 
the  37  years. 

1394.  And  that  you  call  administering  justice  in  that  country  ? — Yes. 

1 39^-  ^6  may  take  that  as  a  specimen  of  the  administration  of  justice  in  those 
countries  under  the  rule  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  r — Of  the  absence  of 
crime,  I  should  hope ;  we  claim  to  ourselves  great  credit. 

1 Z96.  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  in  your  tenure  of  office  there  for  37  years  there 
has  been  only  in  fact  19  criminals  in  that  country?—  I  think  so. 

1397.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.^  Are  those  serious  cases  or  minor  oiFeuces? — 
Serious  cases. 

1398.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Take  murders :  do  you  mean  to  say  that  in  all  your  term 
of  oflfice  of  upwards  of  30  years,  there  have  been  only  19  murders  committed  in 
the  whole  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory? — There  were  11  people  killed  in  this 
particular  case  which  I  am  referring  to. 

1399.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  in  the  37  years  of  your  government  of  that 
country  there  have  been  only  19  murders  committed? — Nineteen  cases;  I  said 
there  were  1 1  murders  in  that  tirst  case  which  I  spoke  of. 

1400.  I  want  to  ascertain  what  has  been  the  administration  of  justice  in  that 
country;  I  want  to  know  how  many  persons  have  been  brought  to  justice  ;  you 
tell  me  19  ? — Since  1821  there  have  been  19  cases  of  homicide  in  which  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  people  were  concerned  ;  in  1 1  punishment  was  inflicted  ; 
one  prisoner  was  tried  and  acquitti^d  ;  one  was  a  case  of  justifiable  homicide; 
three  accused  parties  died  before  being  captured,  and  in  three  cases  there  was  no 
evidence  to  proceed  against  them  ;  those  are  the  19  cases. 

1401 .  Do  you  say  that  that  fairly  represents  the  state  of  crime  in  that  country  ? 
— I  do. 

1402.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  since  1821,  the  date  that  you  have  quoted, 
there  have  been  only  those  19  cases  of  murder  in  that  country? — In  which  the 
Company's  people  were  concerned  ;  in  the  wars  that  take  place  in  the  plains 
among  the  Blackfeet  there  are  cases  in  which  we  cannot  interfere. 

0.2,'^.  K  2  1403.  I  refer 
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Sir  G.  Simpson>-       1403.  I  refer  to  cases  over  which  the  recorder  has  jurisdiction  ? — Yes. 

1404.  That  is  j'our  estimate  of  the  crime  ia  that  country? — Yes. 

36  February  1857.       ,^^^    ^/^j.  jj^^yj^,,,^  FMice.]  In  short,  it  is  your  knowledge  ?— Yes,  as  far  as 
my  knowledge  goes. 

1406.  Mr.  liuehuck.]  I  have  a  book  in  my  hand  published  by  you  I  think  in 
1847  t — Very  possibly. 

1407.  How  long  had  you  been  then  Governor  of  that  country? — Twenty-seven 
years. 

1408.  And  1  suppose  that  in  those  27  years  you  had  acquired  a  good  deal  of 
experience  ? — Yes. 

1409.  Are  we  to  take  this  book  as  the  result  of  your  experience  of  27  years  ? 
^r  think  you  may. 

1410.  And  all  that  you  stated  then  was  your  view  after  27  years'  experience 
of  that  country  ? — I  think  so. 

141  ^ .  So  that  if  you  had  died  at  that  moment,  \\hich  I  am  very  happy  to  see 
that  you  did  not,  we  might  have  taken  this  book  as  your  view  of  that  country  ? 
— Yes. 

1412.  Has  anything  happened  since  that  time  to  alter  5'our  views  of  that 
country? — No,  1  do  not  know  that  1  have  materially  altered  my  views  in  regard 
to  it. 

1413.  I  know  that  this  passage  has  been  read  to  j'ou  before,  but  its  matter 
has  struck  me  very  much,  from  its  poetry  as  well  as  other >^ise,  and  I  will  read 
it  again,  and  ask  }on  why,  if  yon  have  changed  your  opinion,  you  have  changed  it : 
"  The  river  which  empties  Lac  la  Pluie  into  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  is,  in  more 
than  one  respect,  decidedly  the  fintst  stream  on  the  whole  route.  From  Fort 
Frances  downwards,  a  stretch  of  nearly  a  hundred  miles,  it  is  not  interrupted 
by  a  single  impediment,  while  yet  the  current  is  not  strong  enough  materially  to 
retard  an  ascending  traveller.  Nor  are  the  banks  less  favourable  to  agriculture 
than  the  waters  themselves  to  navigation,  resembling  in  some  measure  those 
of  the  Thames  near  Richmond.  From  the  very  brink  of  the  river  there  rises  a 
gentle  slope  of  greensward,  crowned  in  many  places  with  a  plentiful  growth  of 
birch,  poplar,  beech,  elm,  and  oak.  Is  it  too  much  for  the  eye  of  philanthropy 
to  discern,  through  the  vista  ot  futurity,  this  noble  stream,  connecting  as  it 
does  the  fertile  shorfs  of  two  spacious  lakes,  with  crowded  steamboats  on  its 
bpsom,  and  populous  towns  on  its  borders"? — 1  speak  of  the  bank  of  the  river 
there. 

1414.  I  am  going  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  river  itself;  the  river  itself 
was  at  that  time  capable  of  bearing  steamboats? — duite  so. 

1415.  Is  it  not  so  now? — It  is. 

1416.  And  the  land  was  very  fertile  then,  you  say  ? — The  right  bank  of  the 
rivfir  which  I  speak  of,  indeed  both  banks,  the  lip  of  the  river, 

1 417.  You  say,  "  Nor  are  the  banks  less  favourable ;''  you  allude  to  both  banks  ? 
— Yes ;  I  confine  myself  to  the  banks  ;  the  back  country  is  one  deep  morass, 
extending  for  miles. 

1418.  So  that  anybody  reading  that  passage  would  have  very  much  mistaken 
the  nature  of  the  country  if  he  had  thought  that  that  was  the  description  of  it? 
— Not  as  regards  the  banks  ;  I  confine  myself  to  the  banks. 

1419.  Does  a  traveller  usually  give  such  descriptions  of  a  country  as  that? — 
Yes,  I,  as  a  traveller,  did  so. 

1420.  Then  we  may  take  that  to  be  a  specimen  of  your  view  of  the  country? 
—You  may. 

1421.  1  will  now  direct  your  attention  to  that  portion  of  the  country  stretching 
round  the  Red  River  Settlement.  Supposing  you  took  the  compass  as  far  as  the 
boundary  line,  and  struck  a  circle  round,  how  far  is  the  Red  River  Settlement 
from  the  boundary  ? — About  50  miles. 

1422.  That  would  be  a  diameter  of  100  miles  ? — Yes. 

1423.  Supposing  you  took  a  square,  and  you  included  Lake  Winnipeg,  up  to 
the  north,  and  went  to  Cumberland  House,  and  you  then  came  down  the  parallel 
of  longitude  lOij",  making  a  very  large  square  of  10  degrees  of  longitude  and  five 
degrees  of  latitude,  you  would  have  a  large  territory,  would  not  you  r — It  would 
be  a  large  territory. 

1424.  A  good  large  colony? — Yes. 

1425.  Supposing 
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1425.  Supposing  that  were  done,  and  it  were  erected  into  a  territoi-y,  say  at    si.-  G.  Simpmi. 

the  end  of  the  United  States  ;  do  you  suppose  that  that  country  could  be  self-  _- 

supporting  ?- 1  think  not.  26  Febmarj  18,7, 

1426.  Why  ?— On  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  soil ;  along  the  banks  of  the 
river  I  have  no  question  that  a  setjljenient  might  be  self-supporting ;  a  popu- 
lation thinly  scattered  along  the  banks  of  the  nver  might  support  themselves, 
but  a  dense  population  could  not  live  in  that  country ;  the,  country  would  not 
afford  the  means  of  subsistence. 

1427.  That  is  \our  view  of  the  country  ? — That  is  my  view  of  the  country. 

1428.  You  are  here  to  tell  us  that  the  country  is  very  barren,  and  could  not 
support  a  population  '■'—It  could  not  support  a  large  population,  and,  moreover, 
there  is  no  fuel ;  the  fuel  of  the  country  would  be  exhausted  in  the  course  of  a 
very  few  years. 

I4.i9.  Why  is  there  no  fuel ;  are  there  no  woods  ? — No  woods ;  all  that  prairie 
country  is  bare  of  woods. 

1430.  And  yet  I  see  the  country  upon  this  map  marked  green,  and  they  tell 
me  that  that  signifies  the  woody  country  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  woody  country. 

1431.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  described  the  river  at  the  Rainy  Lake,  in  the  passage 
read  by  Mr.  Roebuck,  as  capable  of  bearing  steamboats  at  the  time  that  book 
was  written  ? — Yes. 

ia.32.  For  about  60  miles  of  its  distance? — Probably  about  60  miles. 

1433.  Is  it  in  the  same  condition  now  r — Yes;  from  the  outlet  of  Rainy  Lake 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  there  are  four  rapids. 

1434.  But  those  rapids  you  do  not  consider  would  be  an  impediment  to  steaiu 
navigation  ? — Two  of  them  would  be,  and  a  third  rapid,  at  the  estabhshment, 
would  be  an  impediment. 

1435.  What  may  be  its  extent  r — It  is  a  waterfall  of  about  40  or  50  feet. 

1436.  For  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  or  less  ? — The  portage  formed  by  this  waterfall 
is  a  quarter  of  a  tnile. 

1437.  You  would  then  get  into  the  Rainy  Lake;  that  is  navigable,  of  course  ? 
—Yes. 

1438.  For  a  steamer  ?— Yes. 

1439.  I  ben  I  see  a  series  Of  small  lakes  going  down  towards  Whitewood  ; 
are  they  navigable  r — No. 

1440.  Am  I  to  understand  you  that,  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  down  to 
Whitewood  Lodge  or  House,  it  would  be  navigable  for  a  steamboat  also?— No, 
but  to  the  end  of  Lac  la  Pluie. 

1441.  What  distance  is  that  altogether;  is  it  60  miles  ?— The  Lake  of  the 
Woods  is  about  60  miles. 

1442.  A  second  60  miles  ?— A  second  60  miles. 

1443.  That  would  be  120  ?— Yes.  The  river  runs  from  the  Rainy  Lake  down 
to  the  Lake  of  tlie  Woods,  and  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  the  River  Winnipeg 
flows  down  to  Lake  Winnipeg. 

1444-  Is  it  navigable  for  that  distance  ?— Not  the  River  Winnipeg.  There 
are  a  number  of  portages  in  it,  and  the  river  is  not  navigable  except  by  boats. 
The  part  of  the  navigation  which  is  fit  only  for  canoes  is  from  the  Ramy  Lake 
to.  Fort  William,  Lake  Superior. 

1445    What  distance  is'that  ?— That  is  about  300  miles. 

1446.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Are  reports  of  the  conduct  of  each  servant  sent 
in  by  the  chief  factors  and  traders  every  year?— No  ;  reports  upon  the  character 
of  the  whole  establishment  are  sent  in;  if  there  is  any  thmg  remarkable  it  is 

"°T447.  And  each  chief  factor  is   responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  servants 
under  him? — Decidedly. 
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LuncB,  2°  die  Martii,  1857. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT  : 


Mr.  Adilerlev. 

Mr.  Bell. 

Mr.  Blackburn. 

Mr.  Edward  Ellice. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam. 

Mr.  Gladstone. 

Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Gregson. 

Mr.  Grouan. 

Mr.  Gurney. 


Mr.  Percy  Herbert. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Labouchere. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Sir  John  Fakington. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Viscount  Sandon. 
Lord  Stanley. 


The  Right   Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE  in  the  Chair. 


Sir  George  Simpson,  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

Sir  G.  Simpson.  1 448.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  YOU  were  asked  the  other  day  to  hand  in  a  copy 

— of  tlie  land  deed  by  which  the  Company  convey  land  to  settlers  at  Red  River? 

2  March  1857.     — Yes  ;  here  it  is.     The  leading  conditions  are,  not  to  deal  in  furs  ;  not  to  distil 
or  import  spirituous  liquors  ;  to  resist  foreign  invasion,  and  to  promote  religious 
Vide  Appendix,     instruction. — ( The  same  was  delivered  i>/.) 

1449.  With  regard  to  the  Indian  Settlement  at  Cumberland,  you  were  asked 
some  questions  with  reference  to  a  sum  of  money  of  10,000/.  which  was  left  by 
the  late  Vir.  Leith,  who  had  been  in  the  Company's  service  ? — ^Yes. 

1450.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  that  matter  ?~The  words  of  the 
bequest  are  the  following :  The  legacy  by  James  Leith  "  as  "  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing,  propagating  and  extending  the  Christian  Protestant  religion  in  and 
amongst  the  native  aboriginal  Indians  of  Rupert's  Land."  The  fund,  with  the 
accumulations  of  interest,  now  amounts  to  13,345/. 

3451.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  What  are  you  quoting  from? — The  words  of  the  will. 

i4'',2.  Is  that  the  only  statement  in  the  will  ;  does  the  will  say  nothing  of  the 
means  by  v\hich  religion  is  to  be  propagated? — No.  These  are  the  words: 
"  For  the  purpose  of  establishing,  propagating,  and  extending  the  Christian 
Protestant  religion  in  and  amongst  the  native  aboriginal  Indians  of  Rupert's 
Land." 

145.-}.   Is  that  all  ?— That  is  all  that  is  said  upon  the  subject. 

1454.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  I  think  you  stated  the  other  day  that  the  money 
was  lelt  to  certain  trustees  ?— Yes.  The  sum  now  amounts  to  I3,34o/.  Three 
per  Cent.  Consols. 

14,55.    Mr.  Roebuck.]  That  you  do  not  quote  from  the  will? — No. 

1456.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is  lodged  in  Chancery,  is  it  not  ? — Yes,  it 
is  now  in  Chancery. 

1457.  By  whom  is  it  administered? — It  was  commilted  to  the  Bishop  of 
Rupert's  Land  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  upon  the  understanding  that  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  add  to  the  Bishop's  income  a  salary  of  300/.  per 
annum,  and  provide  him  with  a  residence. 

14,58.  Which  the  Company  did? — Yes.  The  executors  are,  I  think,  the 
Bishop  of  London,  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  the  Governor  and  Deputy -Governor 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  (.Company,  and  his  own  brother,  Mr.  William  Leith. 

1459.  They  are  the  trustees  by  whom  the  fund  is  alministered  ? — Yes. 

1460.  With  regard  to  the  pensions  of  retired  servants  of  the  Company,  have 
you  anythinLi;  to  add  to  your  former  statement  ?  —Yes.  I  was  asked  whether 
there  was  any  pension  for  retired  servants.  There  is  a  sum  of  300/.  a  year 
set  aside  from  the  profits  of  the  trade  to  pension  old  and  deserving  officers. 
To  servants  and  others  not  entitled  to  participate  in  that  fund,  special  grants 

are 
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are  made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  councils.  When  servants  are  incapa- 
citated by  age  for  active  duty,  they  are  superannuated,  and  kept  at  the  posts  as 
supernumeraries,  rendering  such  voluntary  service  as  they  please  in  return  for 
their  food  and  clothing. 

1461 .  You  were  also  asked  to  put  in  the  census  of  the  Red  River  population. 
Have  you  it  ?•-  Yes. 

1462.  Will  YOU  put  it  in  ?—{The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.)  The  total 
population  shown  is  6,500;  add  the  population  of  Portage  la  Prairie,  Manitobah, 
and  Pembina,  1,500  ;  making  a  total  of  8.000. 

1463.  Mr.  RoebucL]  Will  you  tell  us  where  those  places  are,  so  that  we 
may  know  the  area  of  country? — They  are  parts  of  the  Red  and  Assiniboine 
Rivers.  The  settlement  extends  along  those  rivers,  up  and  down,  above  and 
below  the  fort. 

1464.  You  stated  a  certain  number  of  names.  1  want  to  know  where  those 
names  are  upon  that  map  ?  —  I  am  stating  where  the  first  is. 

1465.  The  first  is  the  Red  River  Settlement? — Yes. 

1466.  What  is  the  next  ? — The  next  is  Portage  la  Prairie,  about  60  miles 
above  Red  River,  upon  the  Assiniboine  ;  Manitobah  is  about  60  miles  in  a 
northerly  direction,  upon  a  lake  of  that  name. 

14(17.  Mr,  Edward  FALice.']  Will  you  point  out  Pembina?  '^The  same  was 
pointedout.) 

1468.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  What  is  the  number  of  the  population  in  those  places  ? 
— Eight  thousand. 

1409.  Whites  and  altogether? — Yes. 

1470.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.\   Have  you  put  it  in  in  detail? — Yes. 

1471.  You  were  also  asked  to  put  in  the  census  of  the  Indian  population  in 
detail  over  the  whole  territory  ? — Yes.  Here  is  the  census  of  the  Indian  popu- 
lation. There  is  a  li.st  of  the  Company's  trading  posts,  and  the  estimated  number 
of  Indians  frequenting  those  posts.     {The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.) 

1472.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Will  you  state  the  total- — The  Indians,  east  of  the 
mountains,  55,000;  west  of  the  mountains,  80,000;  Esquimaux,  4,000. 

'473-  What  is  the  date  of  that  census  ? — Last  year. 

1474.  Have  you  any  census  for  20  years  back  ? — We  have  no  regular  census. 
It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  get  a  census ;  the  tribes  are  so  migratory  that  it  is 
impossible  to  fill  up  a  correct  census  ;  this  is  an  estimation. 

147.5.  I^id  the  Company  ever  attempt  to  make  a  census  in  times  past? — We 
have  attempted  it  in  various  parts  of  the  country. 

1476.  Have  j'^ou  that  census  ? — I  have  no  census. 

1477.  Could  you  get  it? — Not  in  less  than  two  or  three  years;  two  years 
certainly. 

1478.  Why  would  it  take  you  that  time  to  get  it? — On  account  of  the  dis- 
tance ;  sending  off  now,  we  could  not  get  the  census  in  the  most  remote  part  of 
Mackenzie's  River  before  18  months  or  two  years  from  this  date. 

1479.  I  asked  you  if  the  Company  had  made  attempts  to  get  a  census  some 
years  back,  and  you  said  they  had? — Yes,  we  have,  from  time  to  time,  in  diffefent 
parts  of  the  country. 

1480.  Can  you  put  the  Committee  in  possession  of  those  censuses? — I  think 
not. 

1481.  Why  not?  — I  do  not  know  that  they  have  been  sent  here.  But  our 
estimate  of  the  population  has  been  confirmed  by  travellers  ;  for  instance,  Colonel 
Lefrov  took'an  estimate  of  the  population. 

1482.  You  give  the  census  now.  I  want  to  get  the  census  20  years  back,  to 
know  whether  the  population  has  increased  or  decreased? — I  cannot  supply 
that. 

1^83.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Colonel  Lefroy's  estimate  was  made  in  1843,  I 
think  ;  that  is  13  years  ago? — Yes. 

1484.  When  was  Major Warre's  made;  in  1845,  1  think? — Yes. 

1485.  With  regard  to  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors,  you  were  asked  the  other 
day  whether  there  were  any  rules  in  the  council,  or  any  published  regulations 
regarding  them  ;  have  you  got  any  such  rules  ? — Yes.  I  have  first  an  extract 
from  the  standing  rules  and  regulations  of  the  fur  trade,  dated  1843,  prohibiting 
the  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  Likewise,  a  copy  of  the  42d  minute  of  the 
council  for  the  southern  department,  dated  1851,  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  spirituous  liquors  into  that  department.     Thirdly,  a  copy  of  an  agreement, 

0.25.  K  4  dated 


Sir  <T.  Simpson. 


2  Marfch  1857. 


Vide  App  endis;. 


Vide  Appendix. 
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iih-  G.  Sinpsnt!.    dated  13th  May  1842,  between  the  Hudson's   Bay  Company  and  the  Russian- 

American  Company,  prohibiting  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  on  the  north-west 

■i  March  1857.    coast  of  America. 

Fif/e  Appendix.        1486.  Will  you  hand  those  in  r — (The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same.) 

1487.  You  were  also  asked  with  reference  to  the  refusal  of  the  Company  to 
export  some  goods  belonging  to  a  man  named  Sinclair,  at  Red  River? — Yes. 

1488.  Have  you  any  explanation  to  give  of  that  circumstance  ? — In  1844,  Mr. 
Sinclair  forwurdt  d  to  York  a  quantity  of  tallow,  for  the  purpose  of  shipment  to 
England  in  the  Company's  vessel.  The  ship  was  so  full,  that  a  larfze  quantity  of 
theCompany's  property  and  Mr.Sinclair's  tallow  were  left  out.  As  it  was  doubtful 
whether  room  could  be  found  in  the  following  season,  the  Company  took  the 
tallow  off  the  hanos  of  Mr.  Sinclair,  on  his  own  terms,  on  the  25th  of  July  1845. 
But  although  the  firoperty  of  the  Company,  it  remained  there  for  a  year  after- 
wards, for  want  of  room  in  our  ships. 

]4N'p.  Mr.  Rcchuck^  Was  there  any  attempt  to  accumulate  tallow  by  other 
persfins.  besides  Mr.  Smclair,  the  next  year? — Mr.  Sinclair,  and,  I  think,  Mr. 
M'Dermor,  collected  tallow,  and  sent  it  down  for  shipment  to  York  I'actory, 

1490.  The  next  year? — In  the  year  1844. 

1491  That  was  the  first  year  ;  1  asked  you  with  reference  ro  the  second  year? 
— The  second  year  1  am  not  aware  that  there  was  any  tallow  sliipped. 

]  ^192.  Was  there  an  accumulation  of  tallow  by  other  parties  besides  Mr.  Sinclair 
in  that  territory  r — I  think  not. 

1493.  There  was  none  brought? — None  that  I  am  aware  of;  Mr.  Sinclair  and 
Mr  M'Dermotwere  the  only  two  parties  that  I  have  any  recollection  of  as  having 
coll  cted  tallow  for  the  pur|iose  of  shipment  to  England. 

J -104.  I  think  you  say  the  Company  left  the  tallow  there,  and  they  did  not 
buy  it  until  the  next  year  ? — They  could  not  ship  it ;  a  large  quantity  of  the 
Company's  goods  were  likewise  shut  out. 

1495.  1  hat  is  to  say,  the  Company  having  the  exclusive  right  of  trading  there, 
did  not  provide  shipping  enough  to  carry  it  on: — Yes;  there  was  not  shipping 
enough  that  season. 

1496.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  But  I  think  you  stated  the  other  day  that  there 
was  no  objection  on  tlie  part  of  the  Company  to  any  other  person  chartering  a 
freight  if  be  liked  ;  to  take  away  or  to  bring  anything  he  wanted  ? — Not  at  all ;  I 
have  suggested  to  Mr.  M'Dermot  and  Mr.  Sincair,  and  various  other  people,  that 
they  had  better  charter  a  ship  for  themselves. 

1497.  Mr.  Rotbuclc]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Company  would  allow  any- 
body to  send  ships  into  Hudson  s  Bay,  to  trade  in  that  part  of  the  world  r — No, 
net  for  the  purpose  of  trade  ;  I  said  that  the  inhabitHnts  of  Red  River  are  quite 
at  liberty  to  import  their  own  supplies  in  their  own  ships. 

1498.  rjow  II  uch  tallow  was  there  ? — There  may  have  been  a  few  tons  ;  I  do 
not  exagtly  recollect  the  number  of  packages. 

1499.  .And  you  suggested  to  the  senders  that  they  should  get  a  large  ship,  to 
carry  200  tons  of  tallow  ? — No ;  we  take  out  about  10,000  I.  worth  of  property  for 
them  sometimes. 

1.000.  You  say  that  you  offered  to  those  gentlemen,  Mr.  Sinclair  and  Mr. 
M'Deimot,  the  power  to  charter  a  ship  to  carry  that  tallow  to  England? — Yes; 
at  that  time  they  were  talking  of  forming  a  large  association  for  the  purpose  of 
breeding  cattle  for  the  export  of  tallow,  and  for  growing  hemp  or  flax  ;  1  suggested 
that  they  should  charter  a  vessel  for  themselves  for  such  purposes. 

J501.  Mr.  Edway^d  Ellice.]  Have  the  Company  ever  chartered  vessels  so  small 
as  '200  tons  to  take  out  their  property  ? — Y'es,  several ;  there  was  a  ship  called 
the  "  George,"  and  others. 

1.502.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  'there  were  200  tons  of  tallow  left  behind  that  year? — I 
do  not  say  there  were  200  tons,  but  there  was  a  quantity  of  tallow  :  I  cannot  fix 
upon  any  specific  amount. 

1503.  You  say  there  was  no  increase  of  that  quantity  the  next  year? — No,  I  do 
not  think  there  was  any. 

1504.  And  you  suggested  to  these  parties  that  they  might  then  charter  a 
vessel  to  carry  home  that  tallow  ? — No,  not  then,  but  previously  for  many  years 
I  had  suggested  it ;  they  talked  of  forming  a  large  export  trade  of  colonial 
produce;  1  said,  "  Very  well ;  there  can  be  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the 
Company." 

1505.  We 
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150,5.  We  are  now  direoting  our  attention  to  this  portion  of  tallow,  and  ypu    Sir  G.  Simpson. 

tell  us  lliat  you  suggested  to  these   parties  that  tliey  might  charter  a  ship  ;  did 

yen  suggest  to  them  that  they  might  charter  a  ship  to  carry  home  that  tallow  ?     a  ,Mi\rch  1857. 
—No.  ,      , 

1,506.  What  did  they  do  with  that  tallow? — They  sold  it  to  the  Company. 

1507.  They  could  do  nothing  else  I  suppose? — They  might  have  allowed  it  to 
remain  there  till  there  was  an  opportunity  of  exporting  it. 

1,508.  Till  it  pleased  the  Company  to  take  it  home  ?— No,  not  till  it  pleased 
the  Company  to  take  it  home,  but  till  they  had  an  opportunity. 

1509.  What  opportunity  could  they  have?  — Their  own  ships, 

1510.  That  is  to  say,  if  they  chartered  ships  according  to  your  suggestion  ? 
—  The  Company  have  certain  ships;  they  generally  send  two  ships  a  year  to 
York  Factory,  and  if  there  was  room  in  those  ships,  they  would  naturally  tajce 
tallow  as  a  matter  of  course,  or  any  other  (produce  they  might  have. 

1.51 1.  Do  you  not  think  that  a  mode  of  .proceeding  which  would  put  an  end 
to  all  trade? — No  ;  I  think  if  the  trade  was  sufficiently  extended,  the  Company 
would  provide  shipping,  or  ihe  settlers  might  provide  shipping  themselves. 

1512.  Was  not  there  more  produce  than  the  Company's  ships  could  carry 
home  upon  that  occasion  ? — Yes  ;  perhaps  there  were  30,  40,  50  or  60  tons. 

1513.  I  understood  you  200? — fou  said  200;  I  said  there  were  a  few 
hundred  weight,  or  possibly  tons. 

1514.  It  was  fur  that  that  they  were  to  charter  a  ship  ? — No. 

151.5.  Mr.  Greffson.]  Did  you  not  say  that  you  had  not  sufficient  tonnage 
that  season  for  your  own  goods  ? — We  had  not  sufficient  tonnage  that  season 
for  our  own  goods  ;  we  were  obliged  to  leave  out  some  of  our  own  goods. 

1516.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  That  is  to  say,  you  did  not  charter  vessels  enough  even 
for  your  own  trade? — Yes. 

1517.  And  yet  you  were  traders? — Yes;  it  very  frequently  happens  in  the 
port  of  London,  as  in  every  other  port,  I  believe,  that  goods  are  left  out. 

1 .5 1  8.  With  respect  to  the  manufactured  goods  which  you  take  out  to  that 
territory,  have  you  any  account  of  the  amount  of  goods  which  you  annually 
take  out  to  that  territony  ?—  No. 

1,519.  Could  you  get  it? — I  could;  Icould  obtain  an  estimate  of  it. 

1520.  Possibly,  not  knowing  the  actual  quantity,  you  can  tell  me  the  mode 
in  which  the  goods,  whatever  may  be  the  quantity,  are  distributed? — I  think 
the  imports  into  the  country  by  the  Company  are  about  60,000  /.  a  year ;  at 
the  York  Factory,  Moose  and  East  Main  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Bay. 

1521.  Can  ytm  give  me  any  idea  how  that  60,000/.  worth  of  goods  is 
distributed  over  that  immense  territory? — I  think  about  two-thirds  of  that 
quantity  of  goods  is  given  to  the  Indians;  however,  this  is  merely  an  approxi- 
mation ;  1  have  no  figures. 

1522.  What  "as  the  number  of  Indians  which  you  just  now  stated  ? — On  the 
east  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  55,000. 

1.523.  1  suppose  that  quantity  is  confined  to  the  east  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  ? — Yes. 

1524.  You  distribute  40,000/.  worth  of  goods  among  55,000  Indians? — I 
think  that  is  about  the  estimate. 

1525.  What  are  those  goods  usually  composed  of? — British  manufactures ; 
the  staple  articles  are  blankets,  cloths,  arms,  ammunition,  iron  works,  axes, 
and  various  things. 

1526.  I  will  direct  your  attention  to  arras;  in  what  way  are  they  sold;  are 
they  sold  by  barter  or  for  money  ? — They  are  sold  by  barter. 

1527.  For  so  many  skins  ? — For  so  many  skins. 

1528.  When  you  sell  a  gun  to  an  Indian,  A.6  you  ever  take  inferior  skins  for 
that  gun  ? — We  outfit  the  Indian. 

1529.  Cannot  you  answer  me  that  question? — We  do  not  sell  a  gun  for 
skins  ;  we  give  the  gun  to  the  Indian,  as  everything  else,  on  credit,  and  he  pays 
for  those  supplies  in  the  spring  of  the  year. 

1530.  Supposing  a  gun  is  sold  to  an  Indian,  would  you  take  in  payment  an 
inferior  kind  of  skins?— We  take  in  payment  whatever  he  can  give  us. 

1  53  J .  If  an  Indian  had  nothing  but  musk  rat  skins,  you  would  take  those  ? — 
Yes^ 
.0.25.  L  1532.  Do 
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^h  G .  Sinipsmi.         1532.  Do  vou  mean  to  tell   me  that? — I  mean  to   say  that  we  would  take 
— - — —        from  an  Indian   whatever   he  could   give  us.     The   Indian  must  have  certain 

■2  March  1857.      supplies. 

1533.  My  question  is  a  very  plain  one ;  would  you  take  musk  rat  skins  in 
payment  for  a  gun  from  an  Indian  ? — Certainly  ;  we  take  whatever  the  Indian 
can  give  us. 

1534.  And  you  mean  to  state  that  to  me,  that  guns  are  sold  to  Indians  with 
the  full  understanding  that  they  may  pay  you  back  in  musk  rnt  skins  r — If  an 
Indian  has  nothing  but  musk  rat  skins,  we  will  take  musk  rat  skins. 

',53.5-  Supposing  that  were  to  occur  with  an  Indian  once,  would  he  be  likely 
to  get  a  second  gun  ? — Yes,  decidedly,  if  he  required  it. 

1.536.  Do  you  know  the  relative  proportions  between  musk  rat  skins  and 
beavers  ? — We  have  a  variety  of  tariffs ;  it  depends  upon  the  part  of  the 
country  where  the  goods  are  traded ;  as,  for  instance,  in  Canada  we  pay  in 
a  great  degree  money  for  our  furs.  On  the  American  frontier  we  pay  frequently 
in  money  ;  in  ihe  interior  it  is  principally  a  barter  trade;  and  on  the  frontier  we 
are  regulated  in  our  prices  by  the  prices  given  by  opposition. 

5.537.  Are  the  prices  rather  higher  upon  the  frontier  than  they  are  in  the 
interior  of  the  country  r — Yes. 

1.53S'  Does  not  Ihai  arise  from  the  competition  ? — Yt:s. 

ir,;-iu.  So  that  the  Indian,  where  there  is  competition;  gets  more  than  he  does 
where  there  is  none  ? — He.  does. 

1540.  Does  not  that  rather  improve  the  condition  of  the  Indian  ? — Xo,  cer- 
tainly not. 

t,54i.  So  that  getting  more  does  not  improve  him? — No,  it  does  not  improve 
his  condition.  1  think  that  the  condition  of  the  Indian,  in  the  absence  of  oppo- 
sition, is  better  than  where  he  is  exposed  to  oppo.sition. 

154:2.   Chairviaii.]  For  what  reasons . — The  absence  of  spirituous  liquors. 

1543.  Mr.  Rotbuck.]  First  of  all  let  us  understand  this  :  in  the  interior  of  the 
country  you  say  you  barter  with  the  Indian  ? — Yes. 

i;)44.  And  on  the  frontier  you  give  him  money? — That  frequently  happens 
in  some  parts  of  the  country. 

154.5.  On  the  frontier  he  gets  a  larger  price  for  his  goods  than  he  does  in  the 
interior  ? — Yes. 

1546.  And  you  say  that  notwithstanding  that,  he  is  better  off  in  the  interior 
than  he  is  on  the  frontier,  because  in  the  one  case  he  gets  spirituous  liquors, 
audio  the  other  case  he  does  not  ? — And  in  other  respects.  The  Indian  in  the 
interior  depends  upon  us  for  all  his  supplies  ;  whether  he  is  able  to  pav  for  them 
or  not,  he  gets  them  ;  he  gets  his  blankets,  he  gets  his  gun,  and  he  gets  his  am- 
munition. If  from  death  in  his  family,  or  any  other  cause,  he  makes  no  hunt,  it 
cannot  be  helped. 

1547.  I  suppose  you  recollect  that  you  distribute  among  the  Indians  less  than 
1  /.  a  head  ? — Very  possibly  we  do. 

1548.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  the  condition  of  the  Indian  in  the  interior  :  is  he 
ever  starved  to  death  in  the  winter  ? — Very  rarely. 

1549.  So  that  if  travellers  tell  us  that  story  they  tell  us  a  traveller's  story  ? — 
Indians  do  starve  as  whites  do  starve  sometimes. 

1550.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  Indians  being  reduced  to  cannibalism  during 
the  winter  r — Yes,  I  think  I  have,  and  of  whiles  likewise. 

,    1551.  Because  they  have  not  enough  to  eat,  I  suppose? — Yes. 

i.'';52.  Upnn  what,  in  the  huntiuij;  territory,  does  the  Indian  live? — In  the 
prairie  country  he  lives  principally  upon  buffalo  meat. 

i,-,53.  Does  the  buffalo  reach  to  where  the  fur  country  is? — There  are  a  few 
furs  in  the  buffalo  country. 

1554.  I  am  talking  ot  the  fur  country,  where  the  people  pass  their  time  in 
hunting  for  furs  :  how  do  they  live  in  the  winter^ — 1'hey  live  in  a  great  deoree 
upon  fish. 

1555.  Are  they  from  one  year  to  another  fully  supplied  with  fish? — I  think 
generally  speaking  they  are. 

1 556.  You  still  have  instances  in  your  recollection  of  cannibalism  occurring? — 
Cannibalism  has  occurred  repeatedly. 

1557-  When  did  it  occur  in  your  recollection?— I  do  riot  exactly  recollect; 

I  think 
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I  think  there  were  some  cases  of   cannibalism  in  the  last  few  years   in  the 
Athabasca  country. 

i.^oS.  I  have  before  me  a  letter  of  Mr.  Kennedy:  I  suppose  you  have  heard 
of  Mr.  Kennedy  ?  —  There  are  several  Kennedys  ;  which  Kennedy  do  you 
raean  ? 

1559.  He  is  a  person  who  has  quarrelled  with  your  Company,  I  believe;  and 
he  wrote  a  lettf  r  to  Lord  Elgin  ? — William  Kennedy. 

1560.  There  is  this  passage  in  his  letter;  and  I  want  to  ask  you  uhether  you 
are  at  all  cognizant  of  the  facts  :  quoting  from  a  letter  received  by  him,  he 
says,  "  You  will  be  grieved  to  learn  that  the  curse  which  had  effect  in  the  old 
country  has  extended  here,  though  arising  from  causes  of  more  frequent  occur- 
rence than  even  the  failure  of  the  crops.  Starvation  has,  I  learn,  committed 
great  havoc  among  your  old  friends  the  Nascopies,  numbers  of  whom  met  their 
deatli  from  want  last  winter  ;  whole  camps  of  them  were  found  dead,  without 
one  survivor  to  tell  the  tale  of  their  sufferings  ;  others  sustained  life  in  a  way 
the  most  revolting,  by  using  as  food  the  dead  bodies  of  their  companions ;  Sfime 
even  bled  their  own  children  to  death,  and  sustained  life  with  their  bodies  !  " 
Quoting  from  another  letter,  he  says,  "  At  Fort  Nascopie  the  Indians  were 
dying  in  dozens  by  starvation  ;  and,  among  others,  your  old  friend,  Pavtabais." 
A  third  he  quotes  as  saying,  "  A  great  number  of  Indians  starved  to  death  last 

winter ;  and savs  it  was 's  fault  in  not  aiving  them  enough  of 

ammunition."     Do  any  facts  like  that  come  within  your  knowledge  ? — No  ;  that 
is  an  exaggerated  statement. 

1561.  In  your  37  years'  experience  in  that  territory,  you  have  never  heard 
of  any  transactions  like  that,  and  deaths  like  that? — Never,  except  in  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy's letter. 

1562.  Not  in  your  own  experience  ? — Certainly  not. 

1563.  Mr.  Edward  Ellicc.']  In  what  part  of  the  country  is  that  I — Upon  the 
Labrador  coast. 

1564.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Then  you  do  not  believe  that  statement? — I  do  not. 
i.'>'65.   \^'here  is  Fort  Nascopie?  {The  same  was  pointed  out.) — It   is  on  the 

Labrador  coast. 

1566.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is  in  Canada,  is  it  not  ? — It  is  in  Newfound- 
land. 

1567.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Does  not  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory  extend 
over  Labrador  ? — No  ;  it  is  a  part  of  Newfoundland. 

1568.  So  that  that  northern  peninsula  does  not  belong  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  ? — The  whole  does  not. 

1569.  Mr.  Gro(ja7i.~\  But  is  that  fort  which  Mr.  Roebuck  is  questioning  you 
about,  in  Lai)rador,  or  is  it  in  Rupert's  Land? — It  is  in  Labrador. 

1.570.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  It  is  pointed  out  as  on  the  Green;  then  it  is  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory? — I  think  not. 

1571 .  Mv.  Edward  Ellice]  Have  you  examined  that  map  ? — I  have  not  atten- 
tively.    I  had  not  seen  it  till  I  carne  in  just  now. 

1572.  Do  you  know  whether  that  fort  belongs  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany ? — It  does  ;  it  is  a  post  or  estabhshment  called  the  Post  of  Nascopie. 
These  posts  are  moved  from  time  to  time  according  to  circumstances. 

1573.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Can  you  remove  a  fort  ? — A  fort  is  half-a-dozen  log 
huts,  and  may  be  erected  by  half-a-dozen  men  in  about  a  week ;  that  is  what 
we  call  a  fort. 

1574.  It  bears  the  same  name  wherever  it  travels? — We  call  it  either  a  post 
or  a  fort, 

157.5-  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  move  a  fort  about  ?— We  call  it  an  cut- 
post  ;  a  trading  post.     1  do  not  call  it  a  fort. 

1576.  It  is  called  a  fort  here? — It  may  be  so ;  it  is  a  misnomer. 

1.577.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you  have  no  Fort  Nascopie? — We  have  an 
outpo.st  called  Nascopie. 

1578.  You  have  no  fprt  called  Nascopie  ? — We  have  not. 

1579.  Mr.  Grogan.]  It  is  a  station  ? — It  is  a  station. 

1580.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  And  those  stations  depend  upon  the  time  they 
are  occupied  ? — Exactly  so. 

0.25.  L  ^  1581.  Mr. 


Sir  G.  Simpson, 


2  March  1857. 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.  1581.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Has  that  station  ever  been  abandoned? — I  really  cannot 
tell ;  I  think  it  is  very  likely. 

a  March  1857.  1,582.  But  lias  it  been  abandoned  r  — I  really  cannot  tell ;  we  move  an  esta- 

blishment according  to  circumstances.  If  the  fish  and  ihe  other  means  of  sub- 
sistence are  not  sufficiently  abundant,  we  move  it  to  another  point,  10,  20,  or 
30  miles  distant. 

1.583.  Mr,  Roebuck  put  a  question  to  you  about  tiie  death  of  a  great  nuaiber 
of  natives  adjoining  a  fort,  which  at  first  you  were  under  the  impression  was  in 
Labrador  r— Yes. 

1.584.  Now  it  appears  that  it  is  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory? — 
I  am  not  quite  sure  that  it  is  ;   1  am  rather  disposed  to  think  it  is  not, 

1 .585.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  You  distinctly  said  that  Nascopie  was  a  station  belonging 
to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.- — Yes. 

1586.  This  account  speaks  of  Nascop'e  ? — Yes. 

i;,87.  Therefore  it  belongs  to  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company? — It  did  belong  to 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

1588.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Has  it  ever  been  abandoned? — I  do  not  even  know 
whether  it  is  at  present  occupied  or  not. 

1589.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  It  is  still  occupied  ? — Yes. 

1500.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  So  that  it  still  belongs  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? 
— It  always  has  belonged  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  when  it  has  been 
occupied. 

1.59'-  It  just  now  belonijed  to  Labrador: — Upon  the  coast  of  Labrador  ;  we 
have  establishments  upon  the  coast  of  Labrador. 

1591^.  Mr.  B/ackhurn.]  Are  these  posts  sometimes  in  Labrador,  and  some- 
times in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  ? — They  are  moved  as  circumstances  may 
render  advisable. 

1.503.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  But  they  are  always  under  the  command  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Comp:my? — Yes. 

1594.  So  that  wherever  they  are  moved  to  they  belong  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  ?— Hudson's  Bay  establishments  are  under  the  control  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  but  there  are  other  establishments  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. 

1595.  Chamnan.]  Is  there  any  arrangement  with  the  government  of  Labra- 
dor, by  which  you  use  that  territory  for  your  purposes  ? — It  is  open  for  any- 
body. 

1596.  In  truth  it  is  practically  unoccupied? — Yes. 

1.597.  Mr.  Roebuclc.']  Will  you  allow  me  to  read  to  you  another  passage: 
"  There  are  some  extensive  tracts  of  country  in  which  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence are  scanty  in  the  extreme.  In  the  region  lying  between  Lake  Superior 
and  Lake  Winnipeg,  the  natives,  during  the  winter,  can  with  difficulty  collect 
enough  of  food  to  support  life.  In  the  country  lying  immediately  north  of 
the  Canadas,  though  fur  bearing  animals  are  still  comparatively  numerous,  and 
the  trade  consequently  valuable,  the  poor  Indians  have  at  all  times  a  hard 
fight  against  famine.  In  this  tract  of  country  fish  is  at  all  seasons  scarce,  and 
in  winter  the  sole  dependence  of  the  natives  for  subsistence  is  placed  upon 
rabbits  (the  most  wretched  food  upon  which  to  exist  for  any  time  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  conceived),  and  when  these  fail  the  most  frijihtful  tragedies  at  times 
take  place.  Parents  have  been  known  to  lengthen  out  a  miserable  existence  by 
kiihng  and  devouring  their  own  offspring  ;  "  do  you  believe  that  ? — That  is  an 
exaggerated  statement. 

1  598.  Did  you  ever  know  a  book  called  "  The  Life  of  Thomas  Simpson  "  ? — 
I  did. 

1599.  By  whom  was  it  written? — It  was  written  by  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson, 
I  believe. 

1600.  And  if  that  is  an  extract  from  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson's  book,  you  say  it 
is  an  exaggeration? — I  do  not  know  what  part  of  the  country  he  speaks  of. 

1601.  Between  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Winnipeg? — There  is  a  very  thin 
population  there. 

\6o'2.  Who  was  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson?— Mr.  Thomas  Simpson  was  a  distant 
relative  of  mine. 

1  (")03.  Was  not  he  a  long  time  in  the  Company's  service  ? — No. 

1604.  Was 
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1 604.  Was  not  he  a  long  time  in  that  country  ? — No  ;  when  I  say  not  a  long    Sir  G.  Swtpsim. 

time,  I  speak  comparatively.     1  think  he  may  have  been  six  or  seven  \  ears  in  the        — 

country  altogether,  (ir  seven  or  eight  years  with  me.  2  March  i8j7. 

1605.  You  say  that  that  statement  made  by  him  (because  you  say  tlie  life  is 
written  by  himself),  is  an  exaggeration  ? —Yes  ;  between  Red  lliver  and  Lake 
Superior,  which  I  believe  is  the  tract  of  country  he  speaks  of,  the  population  is 
exceedingly  tliin,  and  never  was  numerous. 

1606.  Do  you  know  a  book  called  "  Ballantyne's  Hudson's  Bay"?— Yes,  I 
have  read  it. 

1607.  In  that  book  there  is  this  statement:  "At  these  posts  the  Indians  are 
frequently  reduced  to  cannibalism,  and  the  Company's  people  have  on  more  than 
one  occasion  been  obliged  to  eat  their  beaver  skins;  this  was  the  case  one  winter 
in  Peel's  River,  a  post  within  the  Arctic  Circle  in  charge  of  Mr.  Bell,  a  chief 
trader  in  the  service  ;  and  I  remember  well  reading  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  all 
the  fresh  provision  they  had  been  able  to  procure  during  the  winter  was  two 
sqninels  and  one  crow ;  during  this  time  they  had  existed  on  a  quantity  of  dried 
ffieat  which  they  fortunately  had  in  store,  and  they  were  obliged  to  lock  the 
gates  of  the  fort  to  preserve  the  remainder  from  the  wretched  Indians,  who  were 
eating  each  other  outside  the  «alls  ;  the  cause  of  all  this  misery  was  the  entire 
failure  of  the  fisheries,  together  with  great  scarcity  of  wild  animals.  Starvation 
is  quite  common  among  the  Indians  of  those  distant  regions ;  and  the  scraped 
rocks,  divested  of  their  covering  of  tripe  de  roche,  which  1  esembles  dried  sea- 
weed, have  a  sad  meaning  and  melancholy  appearance  to  the  travellers  who 
journey  through  the  wilds  and  solitudes  of  Rupert's  Land"r — Yes;  Mr.  Ballan- 
tyne  never  was  in  that  country ;  he  does  not  know  the  country.  The  cases  of 
cannibiiiism  are  verv  rare  indeed. 

1608.  1  will  read  to  you  a  verj-  short  passage,  and  ask  you  whether  it  is  a 
true  description  of  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson:  "  No  man  in  the  Company's  service 
had  such  opportunities  as  he  enjoyed  of  becoming  acquainted  with  then- 
management,  and  none  was  better  aljle  to  appreciate  its  effects ;"  is  that  an 
accurate  description  of  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson?  —  No,  I  think  not;  he  acted  as 
my  secretary  for  a  siiort  time,  but  I  db  not  think  his  judgment  was  very  sound 
upon  many  points. 

1609.  If  those  words  come  from  a  report  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  then  they  are  incorrect? — Yes;  I  do  not  conceive  that  his  judgment 
was  sound  upon  many  points. 

1610.  I  ask  you,  if  those  words  come  from  a  report  made  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  still,  notwithstanding  that,  they  are  incorrect? — Yes;  his  judg- 
ment is  lauded  a  little  higher  than  1  think  it  should  be. 

i6i  I.  Who  made  that  report,  do  you  know? — I  really  do  not  recollect. 

1612.  There  was  a  letter  written  by  bir  J.  H.  Pelly,  Bart.,  to  Earl  Grey, 
dated  "  Hudson's  Hay  House,  24th  April  1847."  There  is,  as  an  enclosure  in 
Sir  John  Peily's  letter  to  Lord  Grey,  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  Mr.  A.  K. 
Isbester  and  others,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies ;  that  report,  I 
suppose,  was  a  report  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  In  that  report  is  the 
description  which  I  read  to  you  of  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson;  in  spite  of  this  coming 
from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  you  say  that  it  is  an  incorrect  description  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Simpson  ? — Mr.  Thomas  Simpson  was  a  very  active,  energetic  mah, 
but  not  a  man  of  sound  judgment  upon  many  points. 

1613.  Are  you  aware  of  a  complaint  made  by  the  American  Government  about 
the  sale  of  spirits  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?— No,  I  am  not. 

1614.  You  are  not  aware  that  the  American  Government  applied  to  the 
English  Government  in  consequence  of  certain  complaints  made  to  them,  the 
American  Government,,  of  the  sale  of  spirits  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— 
No,  I  do  not  recollect  any  such  complaint ;  there  may  have  been  one. 

1615.  Are  you  at  all  aware  whether  the  numbers  of  the  Indians  are  diminishing 
now  ?— No ;  I  think  the  Indians  of  the  thickwood  country  are  increasing  in 
iiumbers ;  the  population  there,  I  think,  is  increasing. 

1616.  You  say  that  in  ditterent  parts  of  the  territory  different  prices  are 
charged  by  the  Company  for  the  goods  they  sell  to  the  Indians  ?— Yes. 

1617.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River  what  is  the  per-centage  of  the  tariff 
added  to  the  cost  price  of  goods?—!  cannot  say  at  the  Red  River,   because  ii 

D  25.  L  3  depends 
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Sir  G.  Simpson,     depends  entirely  upon  the  price  given  by  the  Americans  and  others  upon  the 

— — —         frontier. 
p.  Mittcii  1857.  ibiS.  Is  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River  near  the  frontier  ?— The  mouth  of  the 

Red  River  is  close  to  tlie  frontier. 

1619.  I  would  say  the  mouth  of  Mackenzie's  River  ? — I  cannot  tell  the  precise 
tariff;  I  have  no  copy  of  the  precise  tariff;  they  pay  a  higher  price  for  their 
goods  than  those  nearer  the  coast ;  the  returns  do  not  come  to  market  until 
about  from  six  to  seven  years  after  outfits  are  issued. 

1  620.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is  to  say,  that  you  give  less  fur  the  furs  ? — 
We  give  less  for  the  furs. 

162!.  You  lake  morefurs,  in  fact,  for  an  article  ? — Yes;  our  system  of  dealing 
is  this  :  Indians  require  certain  necessary  supplies  to  enable  them  to  hunt,  and 
these  we  provide  them  witli. 

i(r^2.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Do  you  know  the  quantity  of  beads  which  you  have 
imported  per  annum  ?—  I  do  not ;  they  are  not  an  article  of  trade  ;  tliey  are  given 
as  presents, 

1623  You  never  give  so  many  beads  for  so  many  skins? — Never;  they  are 
entirely  gratuities  ;  beads  are  never  traded,  to  my  knowledge ;  if  they  are,  it  is 
quite  contrary  to  instructions. 

1624.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  marten  skins  imported  last  year? — I  do 
not;  I  cannot  tell  from  recollection.  y\uls,  gun  flints,  gun  worms,  hooks, 
needles,  thread,  beads,  knives,  gartering  ribbons,  &c.,  ,are  given  as  gratuities; 
about  20  per  cent,  of  the  outfit  in  those  articles  are  given  as  gratuities. 

16:25.  So  that  a  good  knife  is  not  considered  an  article  of  commerce  at  all?  — 
No  ;  it  is  given  as  a  gratuity. 

1626.  And  that  is  the  statement  which  you  make  of  the  way  in  which  you 
deal  "ith  the  Indians  with  knives  '! — That  is  the  usual  practice. 

1627.  So  that  if  a  knife  were  to  cost  10*.,  you  would  make  a  present  of  it  ?  — 
We  never  give  10-shilling  knives  ;  they  are  too  expensive  an  article  ;  we  cannot 
afford  to  pay  such  prices. 

1628.  Do  you  ever  give  5s.  for  a  knife  ? — No,  never. 

1629.  Half-a-crown  ? — I  cannot  tell  precisely  what  the  cost  price  of  a  knife 
may  be,  but  I  should  think  the  cost  price  of  a  knife  is  high  at  half-a-crown  for 
the  Indian  trade. 

1630.  Was  not  there  some  agreement  or  some  bond  entered  into  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  they  would  send  the  criminals  to  be  tried  in 
Canada  ? — There  is  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  Canada. 

1631.  Will  you  answer  my  question  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  bond,  but  very 
likely  there  may  have  been  ;   I  do  not  recollect. 

1632.  So  that  though  you  have  been  Governor  for  37  years  of  that  territory, 
if  such  a  thing  has  occurred,  it  does  not  now  occur  to  your  memory  ?— I  do  not 
recollect  ;  the  cases  are  so  very  lew. 

1 633.  In  your  long  experience  of  that  country  are  you  aware  of  any  criminals 
ever  having  been  sent  to  be  tried  in  Canada  ?—  Yes. 

1634.  How  many  times? — On  one  occasion  ;  there  were  three  men  sent  for 
trial  for  murder;  and  I  think  that  case  was  noticed  in  the  former  investigation 
of  the  Committee. 

1 6^5.  Chairman.]  Supposing  an  arrangement  was  made  by  which  any  por- 
tion of  the  territoi-y  now  administered  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which 
might  be  supposed  to  be  fit  for  the  purposes  of  colonisation,  was  separated  from 
that  administration,  such  a  district  of  country,  for  instance,  as  the  Red  River, 
and  any  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Red  River,  or  of  the.  frontier  of 
Canada,  or  land  on  the  extreme  west  coast  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vancou- 
ver's Island,  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  con- 
tinuing to  conduct  their  affairs  after  that  separation  had  taken  place ''.—  1  think 
not,  because  I  do  not  believe  there  would  be  any  settlement  for  a  great  length 
of  time ;  I  do  not  believe  there  would  be  any  migration  into  the  country  for  ages 
to  come. 

1636.  Suppose  that  was  left  to  be  tested  by  experience  ;  suppose  any  country, 
such  as  it  could  be  thought  would  be  available  for  the  purposes  of  colonisation, 
was  taken  from  the  administration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  under  a 
suitable  arrangement,  would  it  interfere  in  any  way  with  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the   Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  of  such  territory  as  was  left? — I 

think 
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think  not,  provided  the  incoming  population  were  restricted  from  interfering     sir  G.  Simpson. 
with  the  fur  trade.  ^_ 

1637.  Do  you  mean  in  the  same  manner  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Canada     2  Marth -1857. 
are  now  restricted  from  interfering? — No;  they  are  not   restricted  from  inter- 
fering with  the  fur  trade  of  Canada. 

1(138.  But  with  your  fur  trade? — Yes;  provided  they  were  so,  I  think  there 
would  be  no  decided  obje<'tion. 

1639.  ^s  the  constitution  of  your  Company,  in  your  opinion,  particularly 
favourable  to  the  management  of  colonists,  or  of  any  thickly  settled  districts  ? — 
I  think  the  territory  held  by  the  Company  is  not  favotirable  for  settlement. 

1640.  I  do  not  mean  the  pliysical  nature  of  the  territory ;  but  do  you  think  it 
advisable,  for  your  own  objects,  that  you  should  have  the  administration  or 
management  of  anything  which  could  be  called  a  thickly  peopled  settlement  ? — 
No,  I  do  not  think  it  is  important  that  we  should. 

1641.  It  is  rather  difierent  from  your  ur^ual  course,  is  it  not? — Yes,  I 
think  so. 

l^42.  For  instance,  do  you  think  it  would  do  you  any  harm  if  Vancouver's 
Island  was  taken  from  you  and  made  a  British  lolony  r — I  think  not. 

1643.  Do  you  think  that  if  there  was  any  country  on  the  mainland  in  that 
cornel-  in  the  vicinity  of  Vancouver's  Island  to  which  it  was  thought  likely  that 
settlers  would  be  aitracted,  it  would  interfere  with  your  affairs  as  a  trading  Com- 
pany, if  an  establishment  of  that  kind  was  formed  there  and  se[)arated  from  you  ? 
—  I  think  it  would  not  do  any  harm  if  they  were  restrained  from  interference 
with  the  fur  trade. 

1644.  In  the  same  manner  if  the  settlers  from  Canada  were  allowed  to  occupy 
any  country  in  their  neiohbourhood,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Red  River, 
which  they  were  disjiosed  to  go  to,  provided,  as  you  say,  your  own  monopoly  as 
traders  was  reserved  in  the  fur-trading  districts,  it  would  be  far  from  interfering 
with  you,  as  I  understand  ? — I  think  so.  1  think  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
it,  provided  the  Company  were  satisfied  ;  they  consider  themselves  lords  of  the 
soil,  proprietors  of  the  country,  in  tiieir  own  special  territory. 

1645.  As  fur  traders,  do  you  consider  monopoly  as  essential  to  the  conduct  of 
a  trade  of  that  description  ? — Decidedly. 

1646.  What  do  you  believe  would  be  the  consequence,  supposing  the  trade 
was  thrown  open  indiscriminately  to  anybody  who  chose  10  pursue  it?  — I  think 
the  fu'- bearing  race  would  be  in  very  .short  time  destroyed,  and  the  Indians  left 
to  poverty  and  wretchedness. 

1647.  Would  there  be  anybody  then  who  would  have  any  interest  in  pre- 
serving the  fur-bearing  animals,  and  who  would  not,  on  the  contrary,  have  an 
intei  est  in  destroying  them  as  fast  as  possible  with  a  view  to  immediate  returns  ? 
— Decidedly  not. 

1048.  \V  ere  you  acquainted  with  that  country  when  there  was  a  contest  in 
trade,  and  I  am  afraid  a  contest  awful  in  violence  and  acts  of  outrag-e,  carried  on 
between  the  North- Western  Company  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  that 
country  ? — Yes,  I  was  there  the  last  year  of  the  contest. 

1649.  What  were  the  effects  of  that  contest?— The  demoralization  of  the 
Indians  ;  liquor  was  introduced  as  a  medium  of  trade  throughout ;  the  peace  of 
"the  ( ountry  was  disturbed  ;  there  were  riots  and  breaches  of  the  peace  conti- 
nually taking  place,  and  the  country  was  in  state  of- great  disorganization. 

1650.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Did  that  take  place  because  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany went  to  war  with  Lord  Selkirk  ?— The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  did  not  go 
to  war  with  Lord  Selkirk. 

1651.  Then  did  Lord  Selkirk  go  to  war  with  the  Hudson  s  Bay  Company?— 
No ;  tiiey  were  on  the  best  possible  terms. 

165-'.  They  fought,  did  they  not  ?— No,  1  believe  not. 

16,53.  I  am  making  a  mistake;  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company  and  Lord  Selkirk 
fougl/t  with  the  North-West  Company  ?—-There  were  breaches  of  the  peace  very 
frequently,  from  day  to  day  and  year  to  year,  and  it  will  be  so  wherever  there  is      ' 
competition  in  the  fur  trade,  whoever  the  parties  may  be. 

1654.  It  is  to  those  circumstances  that  you  refer,  is  it  not? — Yes. 

1655.  I  think  the  Right  Honourable  Chairman  put  a  question  to  you  as 
to  \\hether  you  were   in   the   country  when  certain  transactions  occurred? — 

0.25.  L4  1656.  The 
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sir  6'.  &'»7Mow.         16,56.  The  transactions  to  which  you  referred  were  those  which  took  place 

between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Companj'  and  the  North-West  Company:— Yes,  the 

-  March  1857.     traders  of  Canada  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

1657.  And  you  fancy  that  that  was  the  result  of  the  free  trade,  if  we  may  so 
express  it  r — Yes,  I  think  so. 

ib.^S.  And  that  that  would  be  the  result  under  any  circumstances  ?— There 
would  be  a  recurrence  of  the  same  evils  if  the  trade  was  thrown  open 
again. 

1 659.  Are  all  those  evils  occurring  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  at  the 
present  moment? — There  is  no  fur  trade  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States  of 
any  consequence. 

i66o.  Is  there  no  fur  trading  upon  the  western  coast  of  the  Pacific  from  the 
boundary  line  down  to  California? — Very  little. 

1661.  Is  there  not  a  fur  company? — No,  there  is  no  fur  company  that  I  am 
aware  of 

1(162.  So  that  the  Americans  do  not  accumulate  furs  at  all? — In  that  part  of 
the  country  they  do  not. 

1663.  Do  they  in  any  part  of  the  country? — No,  I  am  not  aware  of  it;  on  the 
sources  of  the  Missouri  a  good  many  furs  are  collected. 

1664.  Is  there  not  an  American  fur  company  ? — No,  I  think  not  ;  there  was 
an  American  fur  company  ;  it  was  broken  up  Jong  ago. 

1660.  Mr.  G/iarles  Fiizwilliam.]  Within  the  last  two  months? — No,  wi  bin 
the  last  few  years. 

1666.  Mr.  Adderley.']  In  reply  to  a  question  put  by  the  Chairman,  you  stated 
that  the  Company  would  not  object  to  any  settlement  west  of  the  Kocky  Moun- 
tains, provided  such  settlers  were  restrained  from  interfering  with  the  rights  of 
the  Company  as  to  the  fur  trade  ? — I  think  so. 

1 667.  Will  you  describe  the  nature  of  the  restraint  which  j^ou  would  suggest  ? 
— That  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  in  the  fur  trade^  but  confine  them- 
selves to  agriculture  or  other  pursuits. 

1668.  Do  you  mean,  then,  that  the  settlers  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
should  be  bound  to  maintain  their  own  settlement  in  a  fur-bearing  condition  ?  — 
No;  the  country  adapted  for  settlement  is  not  a  fur-bearing  country. 

i66g.  Then  what  would  be  the  nature  of  the  restraint  which  you  tliink  the 
Comj)any  would  consider  necessary?— That  the  settlers  should  not  go  into  the 
fur-bearino-  countries. 

1670.  The  restraint  would  only  apply  to  other  portions  of  the  district  claimed 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?—  Yes. 

1671.  Do  you  consider  that  the  Company  would  have  a  right  or  interest  in 
making  any  restrictions  upon  the  settlement  of  the  country  itself  west  of  the 
Rockv  Mountains? — No,  I  think  not. 

1672.  The  settlement  of  that  part  of  the  country  might  be  effected  with  no 
injury  to  the  Hudson's  Hay  Company,  without  any  restrictioris  as  to  the  territory 
itself? — Provided  they  did  not  interfere  with  the  fur  trade. 

1673.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.']  Would  the  restriction  of  dealing  with  the  Indians 
be  sufficient  for  your  purpose  ? — Yes,  it  would,  I  think. 

5674.  Mr.  Adderley.']  The  country  to  be  settled,  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, might  be  settled  free  from  any  conditions  relative  to  that  country  itself? 

Except  as  regards  the  fur  trade. 

1675.  Chairman.]  How  do  you  manage  to  prevent -the  Canadian  traders  now 
from  introducing  spirits  into  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  alono- 
that  great  extent  of  frontier? — They  cannot  pass  through  the  country  without 
our  assistance. 

1676.  Is  that  difficulty  of  communication  sufficient  to  enable  vou  practically 
to  prevent  the  trade  in  spirits  ? — Yes,  decidedly. 

1677.  1  suppose  there  is  some  smuggling  in  the  districts  immediately  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  settled  countries? — I  think  there  is  no  smuggling  in  the 
territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  the  district  of  country  over  which  they 
claim  an  exclusive  right  of  trade,  except  at  Red  River. 

1678.  When  you  say  no  smuggling,  do  you  mean  that  there  is  none  of  any 
consequence,  or  none  at  all  ? — I  believe  there  is  none. 

1679.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  have  posts  beyond  your  own  territory,  have  you 
not,  in  Canada  ? — Yes  ;  we  have  establishments  all  the  way  down  the  St.  Law- 
rence. 

1680.  Chairman.] 
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16S0.  Chamjian:]  Have' you  gone  on  in  harmony  with  the  Canadians  and  the     Sir  6^.  Simpson. 
Canadian  Government  ? — Perfectly  so.  

i68i.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  In  that  census  which  you  have  given  in,  is  there  an      2  March' 1857. 
account  of  the  numbers  of  the  half-breeds  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  r — Yes  ; 
8,000  is  the  whole  population  of  Red  River ;  that  is  the  Indian  and  half-breed 
population. 

1682.  Can  you  give  any  notion  of  how  many  of  those  are  half-breeds? — 
About  4,000,  I  think. 

1683.  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  whether  those  half-breeds  are  improving 
in  their  intelligence? — I  think  they  are. 

1684.  Have  not  the  Company  established  schools  there? — Yes,  there  are 
schools. 

1685.  Do  not  the  half-breeds  go  to  those  schools? — Many  of  them  do, 
especially  the  half-breeds  of  European  parentage. 

i()86.  Since  they  have  gone  to  those  schools  have  you  found  the  half-breeds 
as  submissive  as  they  were  before  : — Yes,  I  think  they  are  fully ;  more  so. 

16S7.  So  that  they  do  not  give  you  any  more  trouble  than  they  used  to  do  ? 
— We  have  little  or  no  trouble  with  tliem. 

1688.  They  do  not  demand  free  trade  in  furs  ;  you  never  heard  of  such  a 
thing  ? — They  do  not  demand  it,  but  they  practise  it ;  many  of  them  do. 

1689.  Have  you  found  the  free  trade  increase  since  the  instruction  of  the 
people  increased?— No,  I  do  not  find  that  since  the  encouragement  to  trade  has 
increased  they  have  been  extending  their  operations  in  that  way. 

1690.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  free-trading  has  not  increased  of  late 
years  ? — Not  very  materially  ;  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  trading,  more  or 
less,  for  a  great  many  years  ;  perhaps  there  may  be  more  engaged  in  it  recently 
than  there  were  a  few  years  ago. 

1691.  So  that  the  increase  of  education  at  the  present  moment  has  hot  at  all 
increased  the  desire  of  the  people  to  have  communication  with  America  ? — No,  I 
am  not  aware  that  it  has  ;  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  particular  desire  to 
connect  themselves  vvith  America. 

1692.  I  mean  to  trade  with  America? — To  trade  in  what? 

1693.  In  all  commodities? — I  believe  there  is  very  little  trade  at  present  going 
across  the  frontier. 

1694.  i\re  you  at  all  aware  of  any  increased  desire  on  the  part  of  those  people 
to  carry  on  trade  with  the  Americans  ? — No ;  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any 
increased  desire, 

1695.  So  that  we  may  take  it  as  your  statement  that  there  is  no  increased 
desire  on  the  part  of  that  population  in  that  respect  ? — They  have  moie  frequent 
communication  with  tiie  United  States  than  heretofore,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
larger  dealmgs. 

1696.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is  not  in  furs?— Not  in  furs:  principally  in 
buffalo  robes,  and  a  very  few  furs. 

169,7.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  "What  do  they  give  to  the  Americans  ? — They  take  cattle 
from  Red  River  ;  buffalo  robes,  and  a  small  quantity  of  tallow  and  horses ;  I 
think  those  are  the  principal  articles. 

1698.  Do  the  Indians  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  wish  to  trade  with  the 
Americans?— I  think  not.  .     .      ,     j    i 

1699.  I  mean  the  pure  Indians  ?— The  pure  Indians,  I  thmk,  pnocipally  deal 

with  us.  1        ■  ,    .1 

1700.  You  have  found  no  desire  on  their  part  to  conduct  trade  with  the 
Americans  ?— No ;    not    across    the    boundary    line ;     they    principally    deal 

with  us.  ,  •      •         •  1 

1701.  But  I  want  to  know  about  their  desire  to  have  communication  with 
the  Americans:  have  you  any  proof  respecting  that  ?— I  think  not;  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  their  having  it  if  they  have  any  desire. 

1702.  Mr.  Edu-ard Ellice.]  Do  not  ihey  hke  to  sell  their  furs  to  the  best 
bidder  ?— Yes,  they  go  to  the  best  market. 

1703.  Chairman.}  And  I  suppose  they  would  get  spirits  wherever  they  could 
find  them  ?— -Yes,  I  think  they  would,  „    ■,      , 

1 704.  Are  the  fur-bearing  animals  on  the  increase  or  otherwise,  in  the  Hudson  s 
Bay  territory,  speaking  generally  ?--I  think  towards  the  southern  frontier  they 
are  on  the  decrease.  ^  , 

0.25.  M  1705.  Take 
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Sif  G,  Simpson.         '  7^^'  '^  ^ke  the  whole  together  ? — In  the  northern  part  of  the  country  we 

nurse  the  country  very  much,  and  the  country  has  improved  and  is  much  richer 

«  Marcli  1857.      ^^  fur-bearing  animals  than  it  was  20  years  ago. 

ijof:.  Taking  it  altogether,  is  the  export  of  furs  increasing  or  decreasing  ? — 
It  is  larger  now  than  it  was  at  any  time  within  my  recollection. 

1707.  It  is  the  most  valuable  fur  trade  in  the  world,  is  it  not  ? — I  think  so. 
)  708.  A  great  deal  larger  than  the  Russian  fur  trade  ? — Yes. 

1709.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  stated  that  in  the  form  of  the  lease  of  land,  one  of 
the  clauses  wa«,  that  the  settler  should  endeavour  to  encourage  the  Cliristian 
religion  ? — Yes. 

1710.  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  covenant? — I  do  not  know;  I  do  not 
recollect  the  covenant.     Perhaps  you  will  draw  my  attention  to  it. 

1711.  You  read  a  passage  from  one  of  your  land  deeds.  Mr.  Ellice  asked 
you  the  conditions  of  grants  of  land  to  settlers.  One  of  them  you  said  had 
relation  to  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  settler  to  encourage  morality  antl  the 
Christian  religion  r — Yes. 

1712.  What  meaning  do  you  attach  to  that  covenant? — The  covenant  ex- 
presses it. 

1  7 1 3.  Will  you  read  it  ? — "  And  for  encouraging  and  promoting  general  educa- 
tion   and    religious   instruction.     And    that  he  the    said ,  his  executors, 

administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  oi-  will  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  during 
the  said  term,  contribute  in  a  due  proportion  to  the  expenses  of  all  public 
establishments,  whether  of  an  ecclesiastical,  civil,  military,  or  other  nature, 
including  therein  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  the  building  and  endowment 
of  schools,  which  are  or  shall  or  may  be  formed  under  the  authority  of  the 
charter  or  charters  hereinbefore  referred  to." 

1714.  What  may  be  the  tax  imposed  upon  the  settler? — There  is  no  tax. 

1715.  Then  that  covenant  is  void? — That  covenant  is  void  as  far  as  taxation 
goes. 

1716.  There  is  no  contribution  imposed  upon  tlie  settler  for  any  of  the  pur- 
poses stated  in  that  covenant ;  viz.,  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy  and  the 
maintenance  of  schools  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

1717.  In  answer  to  a  question  a  few  moments  ago  by  Mr.  Roebuck,  you  s  .ited 
that  there  were  schools  established  in  the  country,  at  the  Red  River  Settlemrnt, 
for  instance  ? — Yes. 

1718.  By  whom  were  those  schools  established  ? — By  the  Missionary  Societies; 
the  Church  Missionary  Society  and  the  U'esleyan  Missionary  Society. 

1719.  And  they  are  still  maintained  by  them  ? — They  are  still  maintained  by 
them,  and  assisted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

I  720.  Will  you  explain  to  me  the  amount  of  assistance  which  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  give  them  ? — There  is  a  money  grant  to  the  Bishop  of  300  /.  per 
annum. 

1721.  What  Bishop? — The  Episcopalian  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land.  There 
is  100  I.  in  aid  of  schools  ;  there  is  150  /.  to  a  chaplain  at  Red  River ;  50  /.  at 
York  ;  50 1,  to  a  chaplain  at  Moose  ;  50  /.  at  East  Main ;  200  I.  in  aid  of  the 
schools  at  Fort  Victoria  ;  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission  at  Red  River,  1 00  /.  ; 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Mission  at  Oregon  100  /.  ;  on  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence, 
100  guineas  ;  to  the  Wesleyan  .Missionary  at  Norway-house,  50  I.  ;  at  Oxford- 
house,  50/.;  Rainy  Lake,  50/.;  Saskatchewan,  20/.;  and  the  Presbyterian 
Chaplain  at  Red  River.  50  I. 

1722.  With  regard  to  the  sums  which  you  have  just  enumerated,  are  those 
payments  out  of  the  proper  monies  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  out  of  any 
other  fund? — Out  of  the  funds  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

1723.  Exclusively  ? — Exclusively. 

1 724.  If  a  missionary  were  dispatched  from  this  country  to  that  district  to  take 
up  a  location  there,  would  he  have  a  free  passage  in  one  of  your  vessels  r — Yes; 
they  usually  get  free  passages. 

172.5.  Are  you  sure  on  that  subject?— I  do  not  recollect  that  any  case  has 
ever  been  refused. 

1726.  Are  you  aware  of  any  cases  in  which  freight  has  been  charged  for 
missionaries  2X>ing  to  that  country  in  your  ships? — I  cannot  tax  my  memory 
with  that- 

1727.  In  the  Parliamentary  Paper  before  us  there  is  a  statement  of  expendi- 

ture 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.      91 


ture  for  two  passages  in  a  Company's  ship,  and  travelling  expenses  41  I.  9  s.  : 
freight,  shipping  and  insurance  81  /. ;  that  is  charged  to  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  for  two  persons  who  were  sent  out? — Very  likely  it  was  so.  If  it  is 
stated  there  the  probability  is  that  it  was  so. 

1728.  Then  how  is  that  recOncileable  with  the  fact  which  you  have  just  told 
us,  that  there  was  no  charge  made  ? — I  did  not  say  so.  I  said  that  1  could  not 
call  to  memory  whether  there  was  any  charge  or  not ;  but  we  are  in  the  habit 
of  allowing  them  these  salaries. 

1729.  Are  those  salaries  to  these  missionaries  and  clergymen  to  them  as 
chaplains  or  as  schoolmasters  ? — They  are  to  them  in  the  double  capacity  of 
chaplains  and  schoolmasters. 

1 730.  Is  there  any  requirement  upon  them  on  the  receipt  of  such  a  salary  to 
keep  a  school  ? — No,  there  is  no  positive  requirement,  but  they  usually  do  keep 
schools, 

1  731.  Is  it  entirely  optional  with  them  whether  they  keep  a  school  or  not  ? — 
It  is  optional  as  far  as  we  are  concerned  ;  we  do  not  insist  upon  their  keeping 
schools.  They  are  under  the  control  of  the  bishop  of  the  territory,  or  the 
society  to  which  they  belong.     We  exercise  no  control  over  them. 

1732.  Chairman^  I  think  you  made  an  arrangement  with  the  Russian  Com- 
pany by  which  you  hold  under  lease  a  portion  of  their  territory  ? — Yes. 

1 733.  I  believe  that  arrangement  is  that  you  hold  that  strip  of  country  which 
intervenes  between  your  territory  and  the  sea,  and  that  you  give  them  1,500  I. 
a  year  for  it  ?— Yes. 

1 734.  What  were  your  objects  in  making  that  arrangement  ? — To  prevent 
difficulties  existing  between  the  Russians  and  ourselves ;  as  a  peace  offering. 

1 735-  ^  hat  was  the  nature  of  those  difSculties  ? — We  were  desirous  of  passing 
through  their  territory,  which  is  inland  from  the  coast  about  30  miles.  There 
is  a  margin  of  30  miles  of  coast  belonging  to  the  ^^us-sians.  ^A'e  had  the  right 
of  navit^ating  the  rivers  falling  into  the  ocean,  and  of  settling  the  interior 
country.  Difficulties  arose  between  us  in  regard  to  the  trade  of  the  country, 
and  to  remove  all  those  difficulties  we  agreed  to  give  them  an  annual  allowance. 
I  think,  in  the  first  instance,  2,000  otter  skins,  and  afterwards  of  1 ,500  /.  a 
year. 

1  736.  Before  that  arrangement  was  made  did  you  tind  that  spirits  got  intro- 
duced, owing  to  a  sort  of  competition  between  your  traders  and  those  of  the 
Russian  Company  ? — Yes  ;  large  quantities  of  spirits  were  used  previously  to 
that. 

I  737.  And  you  found  that  very  injurious  ? — Yes. 

1738.  During  the  late  war  ■which  existed  between  Russia  and  England,  I 
believe  that  some  arrangement  was  made  between  you  and  the  Russians  by 
which  you  agreed  not  to  molest  one  another  ? — Yes,  such  an  arrangement  was 
made. 

1 739.  By  the  two  companies  ? — Yes  ;  and  Government  confirmed  the  arrange- 
ment. 

.1740.  You  agreed  that  on  neither  side  should  there  be  any  molestation  or 
interference  with  the  trade  of  the  different  parties  ? — ^Yes. 

1741.  And  I  believe  that  that  was  strictlv  observed  daring  the  whole  war? 
—Yes.  '        ■■■  ' 

1 742.  Mr.  Bell.]  Which  Government  confirmed  the  arrangement,  the  Russian 
or  the  English  or  both  ? — Both  Governments. 

1743.  Mr.  Grogan.l  Did  you  know  or  hear  of  one  of  the  servants  of  tlie 
company,  named  John  Saunder-^on? — No,  I  do  not  recollect  the  name. 

1744.  Or  Peter  Walrus  ? — No.  There  are  many  Saundersons  in  the  service  ; 
it  is  a  common  Orkney  name,  and  we  employ  a  good  many  Orkney  men. 

1745.  Is  it  a  fact  that  a  distillery  has  recently  been  established  at  the  Red 
River  Settlement  ?— There  was  a  distillery  erected  a  good  many  years  ago,  but 
never  put  in  operation.  We  have  never  attempted  distillation.  By  the  desire 
of  the  settlers  we  built  a  distillery  to  please  them  ;  but  we  have  never  put  it  in 
operation. 

1 746.  Mr.  Eduard  Ellice.]  It  was  stopped  by  the  Company  in  London,  I 
believe  '.' — It  was. 

■  1 747.  Mr.  Grogan.]  What  privileges  or  rights  do  the  native  Indians  possess 
strictly  applicable  to  themselves  ? — They  are  pertectly  at  liberty  to  do  what  ihey 
please  :  we  never  restrain  Indians. 

0,25.  Ma  1748 


Sir  G.  Simpstm. 
1  March  1857, 
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8ir  G.  Simpson.         1748.  Is  there  any  difference  between  their  position  and  that  of  the  half- 

breeds  ?  —None  at  all.     They  hunt  and  fish,  and  live  as  they  please.     They  look 

2  March  1857.     to  US  for  their  supplies,  and  we  study  their  comfort  and  convenience  as  much  as 
possible  ;  we  assist  each  other, 

1749.  Lord  Statikj/.']  You  exercise  no  authority  whatever  over  the  Indian 
tribes  ? — None  at  all. 

1750.  If  any  tribe  were  pleased  now  to  live  as  the  tribes  did  live  before  the 
country  was  opened  up  to  Europeans  ;  that  is  to  say,  not  usinj?;  any  article  of 
European  manufacture  or  trade,  it  would  be  in  their  power  to  do  so  ? — Perfectly 
so  ;  we  exercise  no  control  over  them. 

17.51.  Mr.  Bell.]  Do  you  mean  that,  possessing  the  right  of  soil  over  the 
whole  of  Rupert's  Land,  you  do  not  consider  that  you  possess  any  jurisdiction 
over  the  inhabitants  of  that  soil  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  that  we  do.  We  exer- 
cise none,  whatever  right  we  possess  under  our  charter. 

1752.  Then  is  it  the  case  tliat  you  do  not  consider  that  the  Indians  are  under 
your  jurisdiction  when  any  crimes  are  committed  by  the  Indians  upon  the 
Whites  r — They  are  under  our  jurisdiction  when  crimes  are  committed  upon  the 
Whites,  but  not  when  committed  upon  each  other ;  we  do  not  meddle  with  their 
wars. 

1  753.  What  law  do  you  consider  in  force  in  the  case  of  the  Indians  commit- 
ting any  crime  upon  the  Whites  ;  do  you  consider  that  the  clause  in  your  license 
to  trade,  by  which  you  are  bound  to  transport  criminals  to  Canada  for  trial, 
refers  to  the  Indians,  or  solely  to  the  Whites  ? — To  the  Whites,  we  conceive. 

1 7.54.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Are  the  native  Indians  permitted  to  barter  skins  inter  se 
from  one  tribe  to  another? — Yes. 

1 755.  There  is  no  restriction  at  all  in  that  respect  ? — None  at  all. 

17.56.  Is  there  any  restriction  with  regard  to  the  half-breeds  in  that  respect? 
— None,  as  regard  dealings  among  themselves. 

17.57.  Lord  Jofin  Russell.']  Supposing  any  person  was  to  come  from  the 
United  States  to  trade  with  them,  would  you  interfere  ? — We  should  oppose  it 
by  every  means  in  our  power,  but  not  by  violence. 

17.58.  By  what  means  would  you  prevent  it?  — By  giving  higher  prices,  or 
watching  the  Indians. 

S759.  But  you  would  not  drive  away  such  a  person  ? — No. 

1 760.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  you  ever  seized  and  confiscated  the  goods  of  parties 
who  were  trading  in  that  way' with  the  Indians?— If  it  has  been  done,  it  has 
been  of  very  rare  occurrence  ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  circumstances. 

1761.  It  is  stated  in  these  papers  that  an  instance  occurred  where  the  goods  of 
some  of  the  settlers  were  seized  and  confiscated  on  the  suspicion  that  they 
were  intended  for  the  purpose  of  trade  with  the  Indians  ? — It  has  been  of  such 
rare  occurrence  that  I  have  not  the  least  recollection  of  it. 

^'}&'2.^  You  stated  on  Thursday  that  the  price  of  land  to  a  settler  was  7  s.  6  d. 
an  acre  ?— From  5  s.  to  7  s.  6  d.  an  acre. 

1763.  That  is  at  the  Red  River  Settlement? — Yes. 

17(14.  Is  that  price  ever  exacted? — Very  rarely. 

176.5.  If  you  practically  give  the  land  free,  why  is  it  held  out  to  the  world 
that  you  demand  7  s.  6  d.  ? — We  consider  ourselves  proprietors  of  the  soil. 

1766.  Has  the  7  s.  6  d.  ever  been  paid  r — It  has  been  paid. 

17(7.  Lord  Stardci/.]  You  claim   the  right   to  impose  that  price,  but  you  do 
not  impose  it  in  every  case  r — That  is  so. 
^  i76«.  IVIr.  Edward  Ellice.]   Hut  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  the  interest  of  the 
Company  to  settle  the  land  as  fast  as  possible,  they  have  withdrawn  from  taking 
the  price,  because  they  thought  it  for  the  Company's  interest  ? — Yes. 

1769.  Mr.  Gi'ogan.]  What  amount  may  the  Company  ever  have  received 
from  settlers  in  that  way  by  the  sale  of  land  r — I  think  from  the  beginning  of 
time  it  does  not  exceed'from  2,000  I.  to  3,000  /. 

1770.  Within  your  own  government  can  you  say  what  sum  has  been  re- 
ceived?-I  cannot  tell  from  recollection,  but  I  think  under  3,000  /. 

1771.  In  what  way  was  that  money  applied? — It  \vas  the  property  of  the 
Company. 

1772.  It  was  applied  to  the  general  funds  of  the  Company? — Yes;  part  of 
the  time  it  went  to  the  estate  of  Lord  Selkirk  ;  Lord  Selkirk  was  then  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  soil. 

1773.  I  asked 
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1773-  I  asked  you,  within  the  time  that  you  had  been  Governor,  am  I  to     Sir  G.  Simvson. 

understand  that  the  sum  of  3,000  L  has  been  received  from  settlers  for  the  pur- — 

chase  of  land  ? — Yes.  2  March  1857. 

1774.  Since  your  own  government? — Since  my  own  government. 

1775-  Mr.  Edward  EUice.']  Is  that  since  the  year  1834? — I  think  not  so 
much  since  the  year  18^4. 

17/6.  Previously  to  1834  the  Red  River  Settlement  belonged  to  Lord  Selkirk, 
did  it  not  ?— Yes. 

1777.  It  had  been  sold  a  long  time  previously  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
to  his  Lordship  for  the  purposes  of  colonisation  ? — Yes. 

1778..  He  re-transferred  it  to  the  Company  in  1834? — Yes. 

1779.  And  you  paid  his  Lordship  for  that  acquisition  ? — Yes. 

1 7  80.  Mr.  Grogan.'j  You  stated  that  the  sum  of  3,000 1.  had  been  paid  by 
settlers  for  the  purchase  of  land  ?--I  think  so. 

1781.  To  whom  was  that  money  paid? — Partly  to  Lord  Selkirk  or  the  heirs 
of  Lord  Selkirk,  and  partly  to  the  Company. 

1782.  Can  you  say  how  much  was  paid  to  the  Company? — I  cannot  from 
recollection. 

1783.  Was  there  anything  paid  to  the  Company? — Yes. 

1784.  100/.? — I  think  so;  more  than  that. 

1785.  1,000  L  r— Perhaps  not  1,000/. ;  or  possibly  it  may  be  1,000/. 

1786.  Did  that  go  in(o  the  general  funds  of  the  Company,  or  was  it  applied 
to  any  other  purpose  ? — I  think  it  went  into  the  general  funds  of  the  Com- 
pany. 

1787.  It  was  not  applied  in  the  construction  of  roads? — No;  monies  were 
given  from  time  to  time  for  the  construction  of  roads. 

1788.  Frbm  the  funds  of  the  Company  ? — No;  from  the  general  funds.  There 
is  an  import  duty  of  4  per  cent,  chargeable  upon  all  goods  imported  into  the 
settlement  of  Red  River.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  the  principal 
importei-s,  and  they  pay  the  largest  portion  of  that  duty. 

1789.  Am  T  to  understand  that  the  amount  of  that  duty  is  expended  upon 
roads? — It  is  expended  for  public  purposes — roads,  and  bridges,  and  schools, 
and  in  various  other  ways  for  public  purposes. 

1790.  Mr.  Edioard  Eliice.]  Is  it  the  fact  that  the  Company  pay  4  percent, 
upon  all  their  imports  into  the  colony  for  that  purpose  ? — That  is  the  fact. 

[791.  ^Ir.  Grogan.]  Then  did  the  sum  which  you  spoke  of  as  having  been 
given  by  the  Company  to  the  schools  come  from  this  source  ? — It  is  without 
reference  to  this  source. 

1792.  Then  the  money  which  you  have  now  spoken  of  derived  from  the 
customs  of  the  countrj^  and  being  given  in  aid  of  schools,  is  additional  to  the 
sum  you  have  already  mentioned  as  having  been  paid  by  the  Company  in  aid  of 
schools  ? — Yes. 

1 793.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  estimate  of  what  the  amount  of  that 
expenditure  on  roads  and  public  improvements  would  be  ? — No,  I  cannot.  Per- 
haps 600/.  or  700/.  a  year. 

3794.  You  described  the  country  about  the  Red  River  as  bein;j  very  pro- 
■ductive  ? — Yes,  upon  the  banks  of  the  river. 

179,5.  But  you  stated  that  your  impression  was  that  the  land  beyond  a  mile 
from  the  river  was  not  so  good  r— It  is  not  so  good. 

1 796.  On  what  is  that  opinion  based  ? — Upon  experiment ;  trial.  It  has  been 
tried  and  found  not  good,  and  discontinued. 

1797.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  I  did  not  quite  clearly  understand  you  whether  the 
price  of  7  s.  6d.  per  acre  or  5  5.  per  acre  still  purports  to  be  the  rule  of  the 
€ompany  r— That  is  the  rule  of  the  Company.  We  sell  very  little  land.  Our 
sales  of  land  from  the  beginning  of  time,  I  believe,  are  only  from  2,000/.  to 

3,000  /. 

1798.  But  the  settlements  are  very  much  more  considerable  than  would  be 
indicated  by  such  a  price  ?— Decidedly. 

1 799.  In  point  of  fact,  then,  a  very  small  portion  of  land  has  been  sold  ? — 

Very  small.  •     1  p     ,     j         1 

1  §00.  Has  a  long  time  elapsed  since  any  {)nce  was  received  ior  land  at  the 

^gdRivpr? — I  think  there  has  been  very  little  money  received  for  land  at  the 

Red  River  for  several  years. 

0,2s.  51  3  1801.  Have 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.  1801.  Have  several  years  elapsed  since,  in  any  instance,  a  price  was  received 
for  land  to  the  best  of  your  remembrance  ? — If  money  has  been  received  for  lands 

2  March  1857.  it  is  to  a  very  small  amount.  If  a  person  retiring  from  the  service  expresses  a 
desire  to  go  to  Red  River  to  settle,  we  say,  "In  that  case  you  must  become  a 
purchaser  of  land."  And  he  may  purchase  his  50  acres,  and  pay  down  25  per 
cent,  upon  the  amount. 

1802.  Supposing  an  application  is  made  for  land,  what  consideration  governs 
the  authorities  of  the  Company  in  determining  whether  to  sell  or  whether  to 
grant  ? — The  means  of  the  parties  generally. 

1 803.  If  you  think  them  able  to  buy  then  j'ou  sell? — Yes. 

1804.  Jf  y^u  do  not  think  them  able  to  buy  then  you  grant? — They  squat; 
we  never  disturb  anybody. 

1  805.  Then  you  do  not  make  grants  of  land  .' — We  give  them  grants  when 
they  apply  for  them,  but  they  rarely  apply. 

1  806.  Then,  do  you  encourage  squatting? — We  cannot  prevent  it. 

1 807.  Do  you  endeavour  or  desire  to  prevent  it  ? — No  ;  if  the  people  cannot 
afford  to  pay  for  land,  we  cannot  interfere  with  them. 

1808.  Lord  John  Russell.']  How  do  you  prevent  disputes  between  two  squat- 
ters ? — We  never  have  any  disputes  upon  the  subject  ot  lands. 

i8og.  Mr.  Gladstone.]   Is  that  owing  to  the  abundance  of  the  land  ? — Yes. 
i8io.  Mr.   Adderley.']    Are   there   many   squatters? — They    are   nearly    all 
squatters 

1811.  Out  of  how  many  ? — The  population  is  8,000. 

1 81  -2.  Are  those  8,000  squatters  ? — No ;  some  have  paid. 

1813.  What  proportion  of  the  8,000  do  you  suppose  have  paid? — The  whole 
receipts  for  land,  from  the  beginning  of  time,  are  certainly  under  3,000  /. 

1814.  Can  you  tell  us  at  all,  in  round  numbers,  what  proportion  of  the  families 
who  have  settled  at  the  Red  River  Settlement,  have  paid  for  land  ?  —Nineteen 
twentieths  have  not  paid. 

]8i5.  How  do  you  reconcile  the  statements  you  have  just  made  as  to  the 
mode  of  disposing  of  land  with  your  answer  to  Question  1217,  in  which  you  said 
that  land  was  granted  at  sums  varying  from  bs.  to  7  s.  6  d.  an  acre,  not  in  fee 
simple,  but  under  leases  of  999  years  ? — The  parties  frequently  set  themselves 
down  on  land  without  consulting  us  ;  we  never  disturb  them. 

1816.  I  asked  you,  in  Question  1207,  "  If  I  wanted  to  buy  land  in  the  Red 
River  Settlement,  upon  what  terms  could  I  buy  it  ?"  Your  answer  was,  "  Five 
shillings  an  acre  ?" — Yes. 

1817.  Am  I  to  understand  that  if  I  appHed  for  it  for  nothing  I  should  get  it, 
equally  ? — If  you  were  to  squat,  we  should  not,  in  all  probability,  disturb  you. 

i8i8.  You  said  that  free  grants  were  given  to  those  who  applied  for  them? 
— Yes. 

i8ig.  Squatters  do  not  apply  for  free  grants,  do  they  ? — We  point  out  the 
situations  where  they  may  squat ;  we  do  not  give  them  titles  unless  they  make 
some  arrangement  for  the  payment. 

]  820.  Are  we  to  understand  that  squatters  squat  under  terms  of  agreement 
with  the  Company  ? — Yes ;  very  frequently. 

1821.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Then  why  are  they  called  squatters? — A  man  without 
means,  coming  into  the  country,  says,  "  I  should  like  to  settle  there,  but  I  have 
not  the  means  of  paying ;"  we  say,  "  There  is  no  objection  to  your  settling 
there." 

:S22.  Mv.  Adderley.]  Are  there  settlers  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  who 
squat  without  any  agreement  with  the  (Jompanv  ? — Many. 

1  823.  Am  I  to  understand  that  a  great  proportion  of  what  you  call  squatters 
have  squatted  under  an  agreement  with  the  Company  ? — No. 

1 824.  May  we  understand  distinctly  what  you  mean  by  the  word  "'  squatter  "? 
■ — A  man  who  comes  and  sets  himself  down  upon  land  without  title. 

1 825.  Is  it  possible  that  a  squatter  should  settle  under  distinct  terms  of  under- 
standing with  the  Company,  even  though  he  does  not  pay  for  his  land? — Yes  ; 
very  likely  a  man  without  means  would  say,  "  Where  can  I  settle  ?"  We  should 
point  out  a  certain  district  of  country  which  we  thought  desirable,  and  the  best 
situation  for  settlement. 

1826.  Are  there  many  squatters  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  who  had  their 
location  pointed  out  by  the  Company,  and  who  paid  nothing  for  their  laud? — 
Many. 

1827.  Is 
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1827.  Is  that  the  case  with  the  majority  of  them?— I  think  the  majority  of 
them  have  settled  themselves  down  where  they  liked,  and  we  could  not  " 
vent.  it. 

1828.  Without  asking  the  Company  ?— Yes. 

1829.  Mr.  BelL]  Then  you  mean  that  the 


settle  without  paying  for  the  land,  they  have 


difference  is,   that,  where  they 

no  agreement? — They  have  no 
agreement. 

1 830.  And  they  have  no  title  ;  when  they  apply  for  land  and  pay  for  it,  then 
they  have  a  title  ?— Yes.  ^    rx-  j  ^  j 

1831.  Mr.  Adderley.']  When  the  Company  assign  a  territory  in  the  nature  of 
a  free  grant,  is  there  anything  paid  in  the  way  of  liceuse  duty  ?— No,  nothing. 

1832.  Do  any  people  settle  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  upon  licenses, 
without  a  payment  per  acre  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  that  they  do. 

1833.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Is  that  the  form  under  which  lands  are  granted  {handing 
an  indenture  to  the  witness)  ? — Yes,  I  think  this  is  it. 

1834.  Mv.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  that  the  Company's  grant  or  Lord  Selkirk's 
grant  ? — This  is  the  Company's  grant. 

I  835.  What  is  the  date  of  it  ?— March,  1844. 

1 836.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Is  this  indenture  the  title  by  which  a  person  holds  land 
who  buys  it  ?— It  is. 

1837.  Amongst  the  engagements  of  the  buyer,  is  there  one  that  he  will  not 
part  with  any  portion  of  the  land  ? — The  conditions  are  there;  I  cannot  call  to 
mind  the  precise  conditions. 

1838.  Then  though  you  have  been  37  years  governor  of  that  country,  you 
do  not  know  the  conditions  upon  which  land  is  granted  ? — I  have  been  very 
little  resident  during  that  time  in  Red  River ;  there  has  been  usually  an  officer 
in  charge  of  Red  River,  who  is  styled  Governor  of  Assiniboia. 

1839.  -Ars  yo"  aware  that  this  is  one  of  the  engagements  of  the  buyer,  that 
he  "  shall  not  nor  will  at  any  time  during  the  said  term,"  which  is  999  years, 
"  underlet  or  assign,  or  otherwise  alienate,  or  dispose,  or  part  with,  the  actual 
possession  of  the  said  land  hereby  demised,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  all  or  any 
part  of  the  said  term,  or  any  interest  derived  under  the  same,  without  the  con- 
sent in  writing  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  time  being  first  had 
and  obtained  "  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  a  clause  in  it. 

1 840.  Were  you  aware  that  that  was  in  the  indenture  ? — Yes. 

1841.  So  that  when  a  party  buys  land  of  you  he  cannot  sell  one  particle  of 
that  land,  or  even  let  it? — Yes;  but  we  never  object  to  it. 

1 842.  This  is  your  indenture  ?  —Yes  ;  that  is  our  indenture. 

1843.  Does,  that,  in  your  view,  tend  to  promote  the  settlement  of  the 
country?—  1  do  not  think  it  can  materially  affect  the  settlement  of  the  country. 

1 844.  Do  you  fancy  that  depriving  a  man  of  the  power  of  alienating  any  part 
of  his  land,  or  even  underletting  it,  conduces  to  the  settlement  of  the  country  ? 
— I  do  not  beheve  that  the  settlers  of  the  Red  River  pay  much  attention  to  the 
terms  of  their  title-deeds. 

1 845.  Do  you  fancy  that  preventing  a  man  from  underletting,  from  selUng  or 
parting  with  any  portion  of  his  interest  in  the  land,  conduces  to  the  settlement 
of  the  country  r — No  ;  I  do  not  think  it  does. 

]  846.  Do  you  think  it  hinders  the  settlement  ? — I  think  it  does  not  hinder  it 
in  the  Red  River,  because  there  are  no  applicants  for  land. 

1 847.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Witli  reference  to  the  question  which  the  Chair- 
man put  to  you  just  now,  with  regard  to  the  territory  being  colonised,  I  think 
your  answer  was  that  you  did  not  consider  that  the  colonisation  of  any  part  of 
the  territory  which  the  Government  might  think  proper  to  reserve  for  that 
purpose  would  be  prejudical  to  the  fur  trade,  if  the  exclusive  right  was  pro- 
perly protected  ? — -Yes  ;   1  think  it  would  not  be  prejudicial. 

1848.  By  the  exclusive  right  being  protected  you  mean  the  trade  of  the 
Indians  being  protected  ?— The  fur  trade  with  the  Indians. 

1849.  ^V-'ith  regard  to  the  cases  of  starvation,  I  presume  that  the  means  of 
the  Company  in  supporting  the  people  in  the  territory  very  much  depend  upon 
the  produce  of  the  buffalo  hunt  and  upon  tlie  crops  raised  at  Red  River  ? — Yes, 
the  produce  of  the  chase  and  the  products  at  Red  River. 

1850.  Would  it  be  impossible  for  the  Company  to  undertake  to  provide  for 
the  general  population  throughout  the  country  in  times  of  scircity?— Quite 
impossible. 

0.25.  M  4  1851.  Mr. 
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Sh  G.  Simpson.  1851.  Mr.  Roehuck.]  Do    the    buffaloes    extend  to   the  Arctic  circle? — The 

prairie  buffalo  does  not;  he  is  contined  to  the  prairies;  the  musk  ox  is  to  be 

2  March  1857.     tbund  in  the  Arctic  circle. 

1852.  What  proportion  of  the  food  of  the  inhabitants  is  supplied  by  the  musk 
ox  r — It  is  very  small  ;  it  is  entirely  confined  to  that  pjirt  of  the  country. 

1853.  In  fact,  you  may  put  it  out  of  consideration  altogether? — Yes. 

1 854.  Therefore,  your  answer  that  the  food  of  the  country  chiefly  depended 
upon  buffaloes  was  not  correct? — The  food  of  the  prairie  country  is  buffalo  ;  the 
food  of  the  thickwood  country  is  principally  fisli. 

1855.  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.]  Is  not  pemican  almost  the  staff  of  life  of  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Company  in  all  parts  ? — P^or  transport. 

i8,'')6.  jVIr.  Roebuck.]  What  is  pemican? — Pemican  is  a  compound  of  buffalo 
meat  and  tallow  ;  it  is  a  portable  provision,  principally  used  in  travelling. 

J  857.  Have  you  formed  any  idea  of  the  quantity  of  pemican  which  is  manu- 
factured in  that  country  per  annum? — Perhaps  from  2,000  to  3,000  cwt.  per 
annum  ;  some  years  more ;  sometimes  less. 

18.58.  And  you  have  told  us  that  there  are  55,000  inhabitants  ? — East  of  the 
mountains  there  are  about  55,000  ;  of  these  about  25,000  are  Indians  living  upon 
buffalo  meat  principally,  and  30.000  live  principally  upon  fish ;  that  is  to  say, 
fish  and  rabbits. 

1859.  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.]  But  the  means  of  existence  of  the  servants  of  the 
Company  depend  upon  provisions  taken  to  the  different  posts  from  other  parts  r 
— Yes,  and  the  fish  they  are  able  to  collect;  they  live  very  much  upon  fish 
throughout  the  country. 

i860.  Has  that  deed  which  is  before  the  Committee  ever,  practically  speaking, 
been  made  use  of  by  the  Company  to  restrain  settlement  at  the  Red  River? — 
Never. 

J  861.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  What  is  the  use  of  the  deed,  then  ? — It  is  so  very  little 
used  that  it  is  of  no  value,  in  fact ;  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  people  have  no 
title  ;  they  squat  and  set  themselves  down, 

1862.  Supposing  a  dozen  people  were  to  start  from  Canada  determining  to 
settle  in  the  Red  River  Settlement,  would  they  be  at  all  impeded  by  the  Com- 
pany?— I  think  not, 

1863.  And  if  instances  are  brought  forward  of  great  impediments  being 
thrown  in  the  way,  you  never  have  heard  of  them  ? — There  has  never  been  an 
instance  to  my  knowledge ;  they  squat  and  set  themselves  down  wherever  they 
please. 

1864.  Have  the  Company  ever  ejected  anybody? — Never  to  my  knowledge. 

1865.  Mr.  Grogan.]  IF  an  emigrant,  as  Mr.  Roebuck  describes,  come  from 
Canada  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  and  be  anxious  to  purchase  a  partly- 
improved  land  which  some  squatter  had  been  upon,  would  your  Company 
interfere  to  prevent  the  transfer  of  the  land  ? — No. 

]  8G6.  Would  it  be  necessary  to  ask  your  permission? — We  usually  enter  all 
such  transfers  in  a  transfer  book  wlien  the  parties  apply ;  but  if  they  do  not 
choose  to  apply  to  us  we  cannot  help  it. 

1  S67.  Is  there  any  fee  for  that  entry  ?— None. 

1868.  Then  is  not  the  practical  effect  of  such  a  deed  as  has  been  read  to  pre- 
vent any  person  taking  such  a  deed  from  you  ? — I  think  that  it  is  not. 

1869.  If  a  man  may  squat  on  the  land,  and  hold  undisputed  possession  of  the 
part  that  he  squats  upon  from  you  or  from  any  one  else,  and  if  he  may  transfer 
that  land  to  another  person  without  obstruction,  why  should  he  take  a  deed  from 
you  ? — That  other  party  would  not  be  disposed  to  pay  unless  he  could  have 
some  title. 

1870.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  Then  the  restriction  is  operative,  if  so,  is  it  not ;  if  a 
purchaser  frorn  a  Red  River  settler  will  not  be  disposed  to  pay  unless  a  title  is 
given,  and  if,  in  order  to  make  a  title,  it  is  necessary,  as  it  plainly  must  be,  to 
show  the  consent  of  the  Company,  then  the  clause  requiring  the  consent  of  the 
Company  is  an  operative  clause  ?-  The  cases  of  the  purchase  of  land  are  so  very 
rare  that  there  is  scarcely  a  case  in  point. 

1S71.  Lord  Jo/m  Rus-selL]  Is  that  deed  ever  made  use  of  now,  or  is  it  dis- 
used ' — When  parties  apply  for  a  deed  that  is  the  deed  which  is  given. 

1872.  Mr.  Bell.]  Have  those  settlers  who  now  do  not  hold  a  deed  applied  for 
a  deed  ? — I  think  not. 

1873.  You 
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1 873.  You  are  not  aware  of  any  applications  having  been  made  by  those  who    Sir  G.  Simpson, 

hold  without  deed  ? — No  ;  applications  are  not  usually  made  for  deeds ;  an  ap- 

plication  for  a  deed  is  a  very  unusual  thing.  2  March  i857' 

1874.  They  are  satisfied  to  hold  the  land  without  a  deed  ? — Yes. 

1 875.  Mr.  Grogan.}  I  understood  you  to  explain  to  us  that  there  was  a  cer- 
tain annual  sum  received  by  the  Company  as  duties  of  customs,  viz.,  four  per 
cent,  f — Paid  by  the  Company. 

1876.  To  whom  ? — To  the  treasury  of  the  Red  River. 

1877.  Is  the  treasury  of  the  Red  River  part  and  parcel  of  the  Company? 
— No. 

1878.  Is  not  the  government  of  the  Red  River  Settlement,  and  of  course  the 
treasury,  as  a  part  of  that  government,  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
establishment  'i — No  ;  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  settlers  themselves. 

1879.  -^^^  I  *o  understand  you,  then,  that  the  Company  pay  four  per  cent, 
as  well  as  the  public  }■ — I'hey  do. 

1 880.  They  paid  that  amount  on  all  goods  imported  into  the  Red  River 
Settlement  to  the  local  municipality  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  ?— Yes, 
decidedly. 

1881.  Which  money  is  employed  in  local  improvements?-^ Yes. 

1882.  Is  there  any  establishment  by  the  Company  or  by  the  Red  River 
Settlement,  whereby  if  a  settler  wished  to  send  a  letter,  for  instance,  he  could 
do  it  ? — There  is  a  postal  communication  through  the  United  States. 

18^3.  How  is  it  to  get  there? — 'Ihe  United  States  are  close  upon  the 
border. 

1 884.  How  many  miles  is  it  r — About  50  miles  ;  there  is  constant  communi- 
cation with  the  frontier. 

1885.  If  therefore  a  letter  written  at  Assiniboia  finds  its  way  to  the  frontier 
of  the  United  States,  the  United  States  take  care  of  that  letter  and  will  forward 
it  to  its  destination  as  far  as  it  goes  through  their  territories  ?— Yes. 

1886.  Mr.  Edward  EllkeJ]  There  is  a  regular  post,  is  not  there? — Yes, 
twice  a  month. 

1887.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Who  maintains  that  regular  mail  ?— The  United  States 
Government. 

1888.  Is  there  any  mail  or  post,  or  despatch  of  any  kind,  maintained  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  their  territories  ? — ^There  are  several  expresses  in 
the  course  of  the  season. 

1889.  Is  there  any  mail  or  post  or  despatch  maintained  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  for  the  accommodation  of  the  settlers   or  the  public  ? — Yes, 

there  is. 

1 890.  Will  you  describe  it  ?—  By  canoe  during  the  season  of  open  water,  and 
I  think  there  are  three  or  four  expresses  in  the  interior  in  the  course  of  the 

winter. 

1891.  In  the  event  of  a  settler  wishing  to  send  letters  or  anything  of  that 
sort  by  those  despatches,  can  he  do  so  ?— Decidedly. 

1  8q2.  Is  he  charged  for  it  ?— There  is  a  very  small  charge ;  I  forget  what. 

1893.  But  he  is  charged  for  it?— There  is  something,  I  think. 

1894.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Is  there  a  regular  post  maintained  by  the  settlers 
between  Red  River  and  Pembina?— No,  there  is  no  regular  post ;  at  least  I  am 
not  aware  that  there  is. 

1895.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand  which  is  to  the  following 
effect:  "My  dear  Sir,— As  by  the  new  regulation  regarding  the  posting  of 
letters,  it  will  be  necessary  that  Mr.  McLaughlin  should  send  up  his  letters 
open  f'or  my  perusal,  a  thing  which  cannot  be  agreeable  to  him,  will  you  have 
the  goodness  to  tell  him  that  in  his  case  I  shall  consider  it  quite  sufficient  his 
sealing  the  letters  in  my  presence  without  any  perusal  on  my  part,  and  for  that 
purpose  I  shall  call  in  at  your  house  to-morrow  evening.  Believe  me,  &c., 
li.  Lane:'    That  is  dated  29th  December  1844  ?— It  was  quite  unauthorised. 

]  8y6.  Who  was  Mr.  Lane  ? — Mr.  Lane  was  a  clerk  then  in  the  service  of  the 

Company. 

1 897.  What  does  he  mean  by  the  new  regulation  ;  he  says,  "  as  by  the  new 
regulation  regarding  the  posting  of  letters "  ?— It  was  no  regulation  of  the 

^^2^5^."^'  N  1898.  Do 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.  ]8q8.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  y^as  no  regulation  r  -  There  was  no 
regulation  within  my  recollection  ;  there  may  have  been  a  local  regulation. 

3     arch  1857.  1 899.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  you,  being  governor  of  that  territory,  if  that 

was  a  regulation,  you  are  ignorant  of  it  ? — Yes  ;  there  was  no  regulation  to  that 
effect  that  I  recollect.  I  was  governor  of  that  country,  and  superintendent  of 
the  whole  of  the  affairs  of  that  country,  but  there  was  a  local  governor,  who 
conducted  the  affairs  of  the  district  of  Assiniboia. 

1900.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  1  think  we  have  had  it  before  in  evidence  that 
the  government  of  Assiniboia  comprises  the  settlement  of  Red  River ;  that 
there  is  a  separate  governor  there,  who  resides  there,  and  who  governs  aU 
things  within  a  radius  of  50  miles  :  the  colony  being  a  settlement  of  itself,  and 
there  being  a  separate  council  ? — Yes. 

1 901.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Do  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  R.  Lane  ? — Yes  ; 
he  was  a  clerk  in  the  Company's  service  a  good  many  years  ago. 

1  go 2.  Where  was  he  a  clerk  ? — He  was  at  Red  River. 

1903.  Do  you  know  his  writing  ;  will  you  look  at  that  {handing  the  Letter  to 
the  Witness)  ? — I  think  it  is  very  hkely  that  this  may  be  his  writing  ;  I  cannot 
prove  his  writing. 

1904.  Did  you  know  a  person  of  the  name  of  Andrew  M'Dermot? — Yes. 

1905.  So  that  there  was  a  person  of  that  name  .'—There  is  a  person  of  that 
name  now  in  the  settlement. 

1 906.  The  letter  there  is  written  by  a  clerk  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
a  person  whom  you  know  to  have  resided  in  that  part  of  the  world  ? — Yes. 

1907.  And  that  letter  speaks  of  a  set  of  new  regulations,  of  which  you  know 
nothing? — Of  which  I  am  not  aware  unless  my  memory  be  refreshed  upon  the 
subject. 

1908.  The  letter  speaks  of  new  regulations,  of  which  regulations  you  know 
nothing  r — Very  likely  ;  I  do  not  know  unless  my  memory  be  refreshed  upon 
the  subject ;  I  was  very  likely  not  in  the  settlement  at  the  time. 

1909.  That  is  not  an  answer.  I  ask  you,  do  you  know  anything  of  those 
regulations  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  at  least  I  cannot  call  them  to  mind. 

1^10.  Mr.  Gladstone.']  This  letter,  purporting  to  be  written  by  a  person  who 
was  a  clerk  of  the  Company,  and  resident  in  the  country,  and  written  to  another 
person,  with  whose  name  you  are  also  acquainted  as  being  that  of  a  resident  in 
the  country,  do  you  think  it  is  likely  that  there  were  such  regulations  as  are 
alluded  to  in  the  letter  ? — I  think  it  is  very  likely  that  there  were  such 
regulations,  but  they  were  not  continued  for  any  time  ;  they  were,  very  likely, 
disallowed. 

1911.  Apart  from  this  letter,  did  you  ever  hear  in  the  course  of  your  expe- 
rience of  any  regulation  in  force  within  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories 
under  which  it  was  required,  or  under  which  the  Company  had  the  power  to 
read  the  private  letters  of  individuals  ? — Never.     I  never  knew  an  instance. 

1912.  Supposing  there  was  such  a  regulation  as  is  here  mentioned  bv  Mr. 
Lane,  by  whom  would  that  regulation  be  made  r— Very  likely  by  the  Council  or 
the  Company's  principal  representative  for  the  time  being  at  Red  River,  but 
it  would  be  disallowed  f(jrthwith. 

1913.  Could  such  a  regulation,  that  is  to  say,  a  regulation  to  the  effect  that 
the  letters  of  residents  must  be  perused  by  the  authorities  of  the  Company,  be 
made  by  any  local  officer  of  the  Company  upon  his  own  responsibility  ? — 
I  think  not. 

1914.  Then  are  you  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  such  a  regulation  as  this 
could  have  been  made  at  all  ? — I  am  quite  at  a  loss  ;  I  am  not  aware  of  the 
regulation. 

191.'^.  Could  such  a  regulation  be  made  by  the  Governor  and  Council? — Of 
Assiniboia  it  might ;  but  it  is  not  likely  to  have  been  continued  ;  it  would  not 
have  been  continued. 

1916.  Would  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  colony  have  been  competent 
to  make  such  a  regulation  ? — Yes  ;  but  1  think  it  would  have  been  disallowed 
by  the  Company  forthwith. 

1917.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Disallowed  where  ?  — At  home. 

1918.  How  long  would  it  take  to  send  from  there  home? — A  very  few 
months. 

1919.  Then 
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1919.  Then  that  is  diiferent  from  your  answer  to  me,  that  it  would  take  three 
years  r— No ;   I  never  made  such  an  answer. 

igao.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
Red  River  would  have  been  legally  competent  to  make  such  a  regulation  if  they 
had  thought  fit  ?— I  think  not. 

1921.  Mr.  Grogan.]  I  think  you  told  us,  that  a  letter  which  should  find  its 
way  to  the  frontier,  to  Pembina,  could  be  despatched  thence  through  the  United 
States  ? — Yes. 

\g2'2.  At  the  expense  and  cost  of  the  United  States  Government? — Yes. 

1925.  Is  there  any  provision  made  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Assini- 
boia  for  the  transmission  of  a  letter  from  Assiniboia  itself  to  the  frontier  ? — I 
think  not. 

1 924.  The  distance,  you  said,  was  about  60  miles  ? — About  50  miles. 

1 925.  Is  it  once  a  week,  or  once  a  month,  or  once  in  a  season ;  or  how  often 
is  it  that  the  mail  in  the  United  States  part  of  the  territory  is  despatched? — 
Once  a  fortnight. 

1 926.  And  yet  there  is  no  provision  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Assi- 
niboia for  transmitting  a  letter  regularly  to  the  frontier  at  all? — No ;  at  least  I 
am  not  aware  that  there  is. 

1927.  I  asked  you  a  general  question,  whether  there  was  any  post  or  despatch 
by  which  letters  could  be  sent  through  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  maintained 
by  the  Government,  and  you  said  that  there  were  canoes  and  boats  occasion- 
ally?—Yes. 

1928.  Do  those  expresses,  or  canoes,  start  periodically? — ^They  do. 

1 920.  When  ? — Two  or  three  times  in  the  course  of  the  season  of  open  water, 
and  I  think  once  a  month  (at  least  it  was  so  when  the  troops  were  there)  during 
the  winter  ;  not  so  frequently  now. 

1930.  What  do  you  call  the  period  of  open  water? — From  the  month  of  May 
until  the  month  of  October. 

1931 .  That  is  four  months  ? — Five  months. 

1932.  Then  there  are  opportunities  of  sending  letters  two  or  three  times 
during  the  fine  season  ? — Yes. 

1933.  And  once  a  month  during  the  bad  season? — I  am  not  sure  that  the 
mail  is  continued  so  frequently  as  once  a  month  during  the  winter. 

1934.  Do  you  know  how  often  it  is  sent;  my  object  is  to  ascertain  the 
exact  information  as  to  what  means  of  communication,  sending  letters  for 
instance,  exist  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  ?— Through  the  United  States 
regularly. 

1935.  I  do  not  ask  as  to  the  United  States? — The  time  occupied  from  Red 
River  to  the  Sault  St.  Mary,  where  there  is  the  first  regular  communication,  is 
so  long,  that  parties  will  not  be  disposed  to  send  their  letters  in  that  way ;  for 
instance,  they  would  send  them  by  the  United  States. 

1936.  Would  that  arise  from  the  uncertainty  in  the  means  of  sending  them  ? 
— The  uncertainty  and  the  length  of  time  occupied  in  conveying  the  letters. 

1  see  in  your  evidence  you  state  that  you  have  travelled  from  fort 
at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  to  Assiniboia,  about  40  times  ? — Yes,  I 


Sir  G.  Simpson. 


19.37- 
William, 
think  so 

1938. 

1939 


Of  course  you  know  that  road  remarkably  well  ? — Yes,  pretty  well. 
Are  there  steamboats  which  now  navigate  to  Fort  WiUiam,  on  the 
headlTfthe  lake,  from  Canada  ?- No  ;  there  is  no  regular  steamboat  commu- 
nication.    Steamboats  have  passed  round  on  pleasure  excursions. 

1940.  Do  they  go  periodically  ?— No. 

194!.  If  it  were  stated  that  they  went  once  a  week  regularly,  would  it  be 
correct?— It  is  not  the  case.  .    i-    1,    - 

1 942  Are  there  steamboats  of  any  nation  that  traverse  the  lake  periodically  - 
—On  the  south-west  side  of  the  lake,  the  American  side  of  the  lake,  there  are 
steamboats  which  pass,  Tthink,  once  or  twice  a  week  ;  on  the  north-east  side 
of  the  lake  there  is  no  traffic ;  there  is  no  communication. 

1043.  With  those  boats  passing  once  or  twice  a  week,  as  you  describe  it, 
where  is  the  uttermost  limit  of  their  journey  on  the  laker— I  cannot  exactly 
tell  you  the  port  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake. 

1944.  Do  they  go  up  to  Fort  William?— Certainly  not. 
0.25. 


2  March  1 857. 


N  2 


194.5.  Mr 
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Sir  O.  Simpson.         1945.  Mr.  Charles  Fitswilliam.]  Do  they  go  beyond  Fort  William  ? — No,  they 

— -= do  not  go  near  Fort  William. 

2.  March  1857.         1 946.  You  mean  that  they  keep  to  the  west  of  Fort  William  ? — Yes. 

1947.  Mr.  Bell.]  Do  they  go  to  the  River  St.  Louis  ? — I  am  not  aware  that 
they  do  ;  I  think  not. 

1 948.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  you  ever  read  a  work  called  "  Minesota/'  by  Mr. 
Oliphant?— No. 

1949.  I  think  it  was  published  in  1845.  If  he  stated  that  he  went  in  a 
steamboat  which  traversed  that  distance  in  the  territory  up  to  the  River  St. 
Louis,  you  do  not  know  whether  that  would  be  correct  or  incorrect  ? — That 
would  be  out  of  our  reach ;  it  is  perfectly  possible.  If  he  says  so  I  should 
suppose  it  to  be  correct. 

1950.  What  is  the  distance  from  Fond  du  Lac,  at  the  River  St.  Louis,  to  the 
Kamenistiquoia,  where  Fort  William  is  r — One  hundred  or  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles. 

1951.  You  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  steamboats  travel  two  or  three 
times  a  week  up  to  that  district  r — I  think  it  very  likely. 

1952.  And  yet  there  is  no  facility  made  or  contemplated  for  the  transmission 
of  letters  through  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  by  the  Hudson's,  Bay  Company, 
for  the  settlers  from  that  place,  to  meet  those  boats  ? — None  ;  not  through  the 
United  States ;  availing  ourselves  of  the  United  States  communication.  You 
are  talking  of  the  west  side  of  the  lake ;  I  am  talking  of  the  east  side  of  the 
lake  ;  we  keep  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake  ;  we  have  no  steam  communication 
on  the  lake. 

19.53.  Wy.  Ed-jcard  Ellice.]  Would  not  the  shortest  route  for  a  letter  be  by 
Pembina  and  St.  Paul's  to  this  country  ? — Decidedly. 

19.54.  Mr.  Grogan.]  In  the  Parliamentary  PajDcrs,  under  the  date  of  the 
23d  of  April  1849,  at  page  58,  there  is  the  following  passage:  "Mr.  Dunn's 
book  was  written  with  the  same  view  as  his  letters  to  the  *  Times'  newspaper, 
namely,  to  draw  the  attention  of  this  country  lo  the  value  of  Oregon,  and  the 
encroachments  which  the  Americans  made.  Neither  his  disposition  nor  his 
temperament  admitted  of  his  telling  the  whole  truth.  Had  he  written  his  book 
himself,  and  had  he  not  been  compelled,  according  to  his  own  statement,  to 
burn  his  journal  at  Fort  Vancouver  by  a  regulation  of  the  Company  prohibiting 
their  servants  from  retaining  any  record  of  what  passes  in  the  country,  his 
History  of  Oregon  would  be  far  more  valuable  than  it  is."  What  regular 
tion  of  the  Company  is  it  which  prohibits  their  servants  from  keeping  any 
journal  or  record  of  what  passes  in  the  country? — There  never  was  auy  such 
regulation  in  my  time.     It  is  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  of  it. 

19,5.5.  I  presume  you  have  seen  these  papers? — I  have  not  seen  them. 

1956.  Are  there  any  limitations  whatsoever  imposed  by  the  Company,  on 
their  servants  of  any  class,  with  regard  to  keeping  a  journal? — None;  I  never 
heard  of  any  restriction  in  any  shape,  directly  or  indirectly ;  they  write  what 
they  please,  and  send  it  as  they  please. 

1957.  Mr.  Adderkii.]  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Dunn's  journal  being  burnt  ? 
— I  never  did. 

1 958.  Or  destroyed  ?  —I  never  heard  of  it. 

1959.  Wv.  Gordon.]  I  wish  to  ask  you  a  few  questions  in  continuation  of 
those  which  I  put  to  you  on  Thursday  with  respect  to  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment. I  think  you  said  that  one  of  the  causes  which  rendered  the  Red  River 
unsuitable,  in  your  opinion,  for  settlement,  was  the  prevalence  of  great  floods 
tliere  ? — Yes  ;  the  prevalence  of  floods  and  of  droughts. 

1 960.  What  is  the  length  of  country  into  which  the  Red  River  Settlement 
extends  along  the  river?— About  80  miles;  perhaps  not  quite  so  much  as  80 
miles. 

1961.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  I  think  you  said  50  the  other  day?— Yes. 

1962.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Is  the  whole  of  that  length  of  the  river  equally  subject 
to  floods  ?— The  whole  of  that  country  has  been  overflowed  in  my  recol- 
lection. 

1 963.  Am  I  to  understand  you  to  say  that  the  whole  of  that  50  miles  is 
equally  subject  to  be  devastated  by  extensive  floods  ? — Not  equally  so  ;  because 
the  lower  grounds  are  more  subject  to  flood  than  the  higher  grounds.' 

1964.  Is 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY,     loi 

1964.  Is  not  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  near  Fort  Garry,  more  elevated     &ii  G.  Simpson. 

than  the  upper  part,  and  therefore  less  subject  to  floods  ? — The  lower  part  is       

more  elevated  than  the  upper  part.  *  March  1857. 

19(15.  And  therefore  less  subject  to  floods  ? — Yes. 

1 966.  Is  there  a  marked  difference  between  the  two  in  that  respect  ?— Not  a 
marked  difference ;  perhaps  eight  or  ten  feet. 

1967.  Has  the  district  of  the  Grand  Rapids  ever  been  covered  by  floods? — 
No. 

1968.  That  is  free  from  floods  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  at  a  great  distance  from  Red 
River. 

1969.  Mr.  Edward Ellice.]  How  far  is  it? — I  should  think  from  200  to  300 
miles  ;  it  is  the  Grand  Rapid  of  Lake  Winnipeg ;  it  is  the  outlet  of  the  Sasi^tj 
chewan  River. 

1970.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Is  there  not  a  place  upon  the  Red  River  termed  the 
Grand  Rapid  r — There  is  a  place  upon  the  Red  River  termed  the  Rapids  of  the 
Red  River ;  but  there  is  a  place  known  in  the  country  as  the  Grand  Rapid, 
which  is  the  Grand  Rapid  of  Lake  Winnipeg  ;  the  outlet  of  the  Saskatchewan 
River. 

1971 .  I  meant  upon  the  Red  River ;  is  that  subject  to  floods  ? — The  bank  at 
the  Rapid  is  a  few  feet  higher,  perhaps  10  or  15  feet  higher,  than  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  stream. 

1972.  Does  not  that  objection  apply  chiefly,  if  not  only,  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  river,  and  not  to  the  lower  part  of  the  river  ? — The  bank  at  the  Rapids  is 
higher,  and  thence  down  towards  the  lower  establishment. 

1973.  Is  that  equally  liable  to  be  overflowed  with  the  upper  part  ? — No  ;,  th^ 
ground  is  rather  higher. 

1974.  Then  I  suppose  that  is  more  favourable  for  cultivation  and  settlement? 
— One  part  of  the  population  prefer  the  upper  district  of  country;  for  instance, 
the  Canadians  prefer  the  upper  part  above  the  junction  of  the  Assiniboine 
River. 

1 975.  Notwithstanding  the  floods  ? — Notwithstanding  the  floods.  The  Orkney 
half-caste  population  prefer  the  lower  end  of  the  stream. 

1976.  The  chief  part  of  the  settlement  is  in  a  district  of  about  20  miles  long, 
is  it  not? — About  50  miles  in  length. 

1977.  Has  it  ever  been  wholly  covered  by  floods  ? — Yes,  I  think  so,  except- 
ing the  higher  spots,  which  form  islands  in  seasons  of  flood. 

1978.  Has  any  attempt  ever  been  made  to  improve  the  banks  of  the  river  to 
prevent  those  floods  ? — Never. 

1 979.  Why  not  ? — Because  the  means  of  the  country  could  not  by  possibilitj^ 
admit  of  it. 

1 980.  The  banks  are  not  susceptible  of  improvement  ? — Not  at  all. 

1981 .  The  settlement  is  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  is  it  not  ? — -It  is. 

1 982.  Has  any  attempt  ever  been  made  to  establish  a  communication  between 
them  by  means  of  a  bridge  or  otherwise? — No  ;  there  is  a  ferry  in  use. 

1983.  What  is  the  average  width  of  the  Red  River  ? — The  average  width 
Tselow  the  forks  is  about  one-sixth  of  a  mile  perhaps. 

1984.  What  is  the  width  of  the  Mississippi  at  St.  Paul's  ? — Not  quite  so  wide, 
I  think,  or  about  the  same  width. 

1985.  You  are  aware,  I  suppose,  that  at  St.  Paul's  there  is  a  large  suspension 
bridge  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  ;  there  was  none  when  I  passed  there. 

1986.  St.  Paul's  is  a  settlement  of  much  more  recent  date  than  the  Red 
River  ? — Yes. 

1987.  And  they  have  now  a  large  bridge  ? — There  was  no  bridge  when  1  was 
at  Sr.  Paul's. 

1988.  Why  has  no  attempt  ever  been  made  in  the  nature  of  a  communication 
by  bridge  at  the  Red  River  ? — The  cost  would  be  too  large  ;  there  is  no  traffic 
and  no  population  to  justify  such  an  outlay. 

19S9.  Have  any  of  the  smaller  streams  been  bridged  over  by  the  Company  ? 
— Yes,  many  of  the  smaller  streams,  especially  in  the  settlement ;  they  have 
been, bridged  out  of  the  funds  of  the  settlement. 

1990-  Have  the  Company  done  anything  to  make  roads  in  the  settlement  ? 
— ^They  have,  contributed  their  share  of  the  duties  of  four  per  cent,  upon  all 
imports. 

0.25.  N  3  1991.  And 
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Sir  O.  Simpson.        1991.  And  with  that  have  they  made  roads  themselves? — With  that  the 

■ settlers  have  made  roads. 

2  March  1857.  ,  gg.2^  About  what  number  of  miles  of  roads,  should  you  say,  have  been  made 

under  the  authority  of  the  Company  ? — The  Company  make  no  roads. 

1993.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  They  pay  for  their  being  made- — They  con- 
tribute their  share  of  the  tax. 

1994.  Mr.  Gordon.']  You  mentioned  in  your  evidence  on  Thursday,  "  The 
Company  allow  the  interest  of  the  day,  I  think  it  is  four  per  cent.,  to  any 
parties  who  may  choose  to  leave  their  money  in  their  hands,  or  they  will  pay 
their  balances  as  they  accrue,  from  year  to  year,  as  they  may  desire."  Does 
that  apply  only  to  the  servants  of  the  Company,  or  does  it  extend  to  any  of  the 
settlers  in  the  Red  Kiverr — The  servants  of  the  Company. 

1995.  Is  there  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  bank  e&tabiished  for  the  settlers? 
—There  is  no  bank. 

1996.  Then  what  do  the  settlers  do  with  their  money  ?— The  settlers  have 
their  own  agents  in  England  whom  they  employ  ;  a  few  of  them,  I  think,  leave 
their  money  m  the  hands  of  the  Company  ;  they  are  retired  servants. 

1997.  My.  Kinnaird.']  In  question  1009,  put  by  the  Chairman,  you  were 
asked,  "  Do  you  ever  encourage  the  Indians  to  resort  to  agriculture,  under  any 
circumstances  ?"  and  your  answer  was,  "  Always  ;  we  have  encouraged  them  by 
every  means  in  our  power."  Will  you  kindly  state  to  the  Committee  some  of 
the  means  which  have  been  used  ?— By  giving  them  agricultural  implements, 
free  of  charge,  and  seed  of  various  kinds ;  seed  wheat,  seed  potatoes. 

1 998.  Without  charge  for  the  land? — Without  charge  for  the  land. 

1 999.  That  has  been  done  in  the  different  Indian  settlements  ? — Yes ;  in 
several  parts  of  the  country. 

2000.  There  is  every  facility  given? — Every  facility. 

200 i.  With  reference  to  question  1102,  with  regard  to  the  education  and 
Christian  instruction  of  the  Indians,  are  we  to  understand  that  the  Company 
have  adopted  no  means  for  the  education  of  the  55,578  Indians  from  whom 
they  receive  their  furs,  and  whose  land  they  claim ;  I  do  not  refer  to  the  half- 
caste,  but  to  the  positively  Indian  population  ? — Over  25,000  of  that  Indian 
population  we  have  no  control ;  namely,  the  Plain  tribes.  They  wander  from 
the  Missouri  to  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan  ;  they  are  a  bold,  warlike  people, 
over  whom  we  have  no  control. 

20U2.  That  is  a  part  of  them  ;  with  respect  to  those  who  hunt  for  you,  you 
use  no  means  for  their  instruction  ? — There  are  religious  missions  in  various 
parts  of  the  country. 

2003.  You  contribute  a  very  small  sum,  but  that  is  for  them  to  minister  to 
your  own  stations  and  factories,  not  as  missionaries  ? — Yes. 

2004.  You  give  no  specific  help  for  the  Indians  ? — The  country  is  so  poor 
that  they  cannot  form  settlements ;  tjje  missions  must  be  immediately  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  establishments. 

2005.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  Company  give  no  aid  specifically  for 
the  instruction  of  the  Indian  children  to  the  missionary  societies  who  have 
voluntarily  undertaken  it  r — W^e  are  very  anxious  to  give  the  Indian  children 
instruction  ;  but  the  Indians  will  not  give  up  their  children. 

2006.  Then  you  would  give  assistance  to  schools  and  missionaries  for  that 
purpose,  although  you  have  not  done  it  at  present  ? — Yes. 

2007.  Have  you  taken  any  means  of  getting  books  of  education,  either  in 
the  Roman  or  sjdlabic  character,  for  the  population  ? — The  missionary  societies 
have  sent  out  books  from  time  to  time. 

2008.  Ai  their  own  expense? — At  their  own  expense. 

2000.  With  no  assistance  from  yourselves  for  that  purpose  ? — I  am  not 
aware  that  there  has  been  any. 

2010.  Can  you  tell  me  of  any  case  where  you  have  contributed  for  school- 
rooms for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  I — W>  are  quite  ready  to  receive  Indian 
children  at  our  own  establishments  when  they  can  be  obtained. 

201 1.  I  do  not  see  any  record  of  any  contributions  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
Company  for  the  erection  of  these  schools  ? — There  is  no  immediate  outlay  con- 
nected with  the  erection  of  schools  at  any  of  our  establishments.  We  have  a 
regular  estabUshment  of  people  who  do  all  the  work  about  the  establishment; 
they  build  houses  and  erect  schools,  and  whatever  else  may  be  necessary. 

2012.  At  York,  have  you  an  evening  school,  conducted  by  one  of  the  Com- 

pany's 
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paiiy's  servants  during  the  winter,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  and  others      Sir  G.  Simpson. 
resident  at  the  fort  ? — Ves.  — — — . 

20 1 3.  Was  that  formed  under  the  direction  of  the  Company  ?— Yes.  ^  ^^^''^  *®57. 

2014.  Is  that  carried  out  at  any  other  station? — I  think  at  Norway  House, 
and  at  all  the  c-stablishments  where  there  are  missions. 

2015.  Do  you  assert  that  there  are  evening  schools  conducted  at  the  expense 
of  the  Company?— There  is  no  expense  connected  with  it.  At  the  different 
establishments  where  there  are  missionaries  we  promote  education  by  every 
means  in  our  power. 

2016.  It  would  be  very  easy  to  enforce  this  at  all  the  stations,  would  it  not? 
— Not  to  enforce  it,  but  to  encourage  it. 

2017.  And  you  would  do  so  ? — Yes,  we  would  do  so. 

2018.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Is  there  a  licence  to  freight  goods  granted  by  the  Com- 
pany ?  Supposing  that  I,  being  a  settler  at  the  Red  River  Settlement,  wanted 
to  freight  goods  to  London,  is  there  not  a  licence  granted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  to  enable  me  to  do  so  ? — No,  I  am  not  aware  that  there  is.  We 
freight  all  goods  that  come  to  us  if  there  is  room  in  our  shipping. 

2010.  I  win  read  you  a  copy  of  a  licence  to  freight  goods.  It  is  signed  by 
a  Company's  officer;    it  is  signed  "Alexander  Christie,   chief  factor  of  the 

Honourable  Hudson's  Bay  Company."     "  I  hereby  license  •,  of  Red 

River  Settlement,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  freighter  between  Red  River 
Settlement  aforesaid  and  York  Factory.  Provided,  however,  that  this  licence 
shall  be  null  and  void  for  every  l;egal  purpose  from  this  date  if  he  traffic 
in  anything  whatever  beyond  the  limits  of  the  said  settlement,  excepting 
in  so  far  as  he  may  do  so  under  any  municipal  regulation,  or  if  he  traffic 
in  furs  within  Rupert's  Land  or  without,  or  if  he  usurp  any  privilege  whatever 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  if  he  become,  or  continue  to  be  the  employer, 
or  the  agent,  or  the  partner  of  any  person  who  may  traffic  or  usurp,  or  may 
have  trafficked  or  usurped  as  aforesaid,  or  of  any  such  person's  debtor.  Given 
at  Fort  Garry  this  29th  day  of  July  1845,  Alexander  Christie,  Chief  Factor 
of  the  Honourable  Hudson's  Bay  Company."  Are  you  aware  of  any  such 
documents  as  this  {the  same  being  shown  to  the  Witness)  ? — I  am  not  aware  of 
them.  I  do  not  think  this  is  Mr.  Christie's  writing,  and  I  never  heard  of  the 
regulation. 

2020.  I  think  you  are  or  have  been  governor  of  Rupert's  Land.  In  1845, 
were  you  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — It  is  very  likely  I  was  there  in  1845  ; 
I  do  not  exactly  recollect. 

2021 .  You  had  a  council  there,  I  suppose  ? — Yes,  in  all  probability. 

2022.  That  council  was  held  on  the  lOth  of  June  ?^ — \ery  likely. 

2023.  I  see  that  you  passed  certain  resolutions  at  that  time ;  have  those  reso- 
lutions been  allowed  or  disallowed  ? — If  you  will  allow  me  to  see  the  resolutions 
I  may  have  some  recollection  of  them.  I  cannot  exactly  caU  them  to  mind. 
We  pass  resolutions  for  our  own  operations. 

2024.  You  do  not  bear  in  mind  whether  any  of  those  resolutions  were  dis- 
allowed or  not  ? — I  think  the  Company  did  disallow  some  of  our  resolutions, 
but  I  forget  exactly  what  they  were. 

2025.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  inform  us  why,  am.ongst  your  resolutions, 
you  resolved  this,  "  That  all  other  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the 
aforesaid  settlement  shall,  before  delivery,  pay  at  York  Factory  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent,  on  their  prime  cost,  provided,  however,  that  the  governor  of  the 
settlement  be  hereby  authorised  to  exempt  from  the  same  all  such  importers,  or 
any  of  them,  from  year  to  year,  as  can  be  reasonably  believed  by  him  to  have 
neither  trafficked  in  furs  themselves  since  the  8th  day  of  December  1844,  nor 
enabled  others  to  do  so  by  illegally  or  improperly  supplying  them  with  trading 
articles  of  any  description."  Do  you  recollect  passing  any  such  resolution  as 
that  ? — I  do  not  recollect  such  a  resolution  ;  it  may  have  been  so. 

2026.  In  your  present  view  of  the  matter,  do  you  think  that  that  would  con- 
duce to  the  settlement  of  the  country  ?— I  think  it  would  not. 

2027.  Therefore,  if  passed  at  that  time,  it  would  have  opposed  the  settlement 
of  the  country  ? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  it  would  have  materially  affected  the 
settlement  of  the  country. 

2028.  Not  prohibiting  the  importation  of  goods,  except  upon  a  duty  of  20 
per  cent.,  and  that  from  the  United  Kingdom  ?— I  do  not  recollect  that  it  was 
ever  enforced. 

0,25.  N  4  2029.  Laws 
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Sir  G.  Simpson.        202q.   Laws  are  made  to  be  enforced  ? — But  I  do  not  think  that  was. 
2030,  Mr.  Edivard  Ellkc.']  Is  it  so  now  ? — Certainly  not. 
■.'.031.  Has  it  ever  been  so  in  your  resoUection  ? — Not  in  my  recollection.     I 
never  recollect  to  have  heard  it. 

2032.  If  such  a  rule  had  existed,  would  it  not  have  been  solely  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  fur  trade  ? — Decidedly. 

2033.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  How  can  you  be  very  certain  that  that  regulation  is 
not  in  force  now ;  if  it  appears  to  have  been  in  force  at  one  time  without  your 
knowledge,  how  do  you  know  that  it  may  not  be  in  force  without  your  know- 
ledge still  ? — I  do  not  think  it  ever  was  in  force. 

2034.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  You  do  not  deny  .that  it  has  been  in  force  ? — I  do  not 
deny  it.     I  have  no  recollection  of  it.     It  was  disallowed  if  so. 

2035.  Mr.  Edzcard  Ellice.  \  But  you  say  that  if  passed,  it  has  not  been  en- 
forced as  against  the  importers  ? — No. 

2036.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  would  have  known  if  any  action  had  been  taken 
upon  it  r — I  should  have  known  as  a  matter  of  course. 

2037.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  On  the  subject  of  the  import  duty  which  is  paid  by  the 
Company,  I  think  you  stated  that  it  was  paid  to  the  Treasury  of  the  Red  River  ? 
—Yes. 

2038.  Is  it  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Governor,  or  of  the  Governor 
and  Council  ? — The  Governor  and  Council. 

2039.  To  whom  do  they  render  an  account  of  the  expenditure? — There  is  an 
officer  called  the  Head  of  the  Board  of  WoAs ;  he  takes  the  entire  management 
of  the  fund,  and  an  account  is  submitted  to  the  Council  at  the  close  of  each 
season. 

2040.  "Who  appoints  the  officer  of  the  Board  of  Works? — The  Council  do. 

2041 .  Is  tiie  money  paid  10  the  Council  and  by  them  handed  to  this  officer,  or 
what  is  the  course  through  which  it  goes  ?  —The  officer  draws  upon  the  estabhsh- 
ment ;  we  are  the  bankers  ;  the  funds  are  usually  left  in  the  Company's  hands  ; 
the  proper  officer  draws  upon  the  Company  from  time  to  time  for  such  funds  as 
may  be  required. 

2042.  Is  the  import  duty  paid  to  the  Company  or  some  officer  of  the  Com- 
pany for  account  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Red  River  ? — For  safe  keepin"-, 
it  is  paid  into  the  Company's  hands. 

2043.  It  is  paid  into  the  Company's  hands,  but  merely  by  way  of  deposit  ? — 
Merely  by  way  of  deposit. 

2044.  Then  if  I  understand  rightly,  the  Company  hold  it,  subject  to  be  drawn 
upon  by  the  officer  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Red  River  ? — Yes. 

204.5.  Does  that  officer,  by  authority  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  draw  the 
money  ? — Yes,  at  pleasure. 

2046.  And  he  renders  an  account  of  the  money  and  expenditure  to  the 
Governor  and  Council ; — Yes. 

2047.  Then  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  hear  nothing  of  the  money,  and 
know  nothing  of  the  mode  of  its  expenditure  ? — Not  further  than  that  they 
have  to  pay  their  quota. 

2048.  But  after  payment  they  have  no  further  concern  with  that  money  at 
all  ?— No. 

2049.  It  is  disposed  of  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  Red  River 
Settlement,  or  under  their  authority,  just  as  much  as  it  would  be  if  the  colony 
were  a  free  and  open  colony  ? — Decidedly. 

20.50.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  The  Governor  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  is  appointed 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  is  not  he  ? — Yes. 

•20,51.  Mr.  Gladstone]  I  believe  the  Governor  and  Council  are  both  appointed 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compan)^,  and  likewise  hold  office  during  pleasure : — 
Yes. 

2052.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  But  the  money  is  actually  expended  ? —The 
money  is  expended  decidedly. 

20.53.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  were  asked  whether  you  had  done  anything  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  ;  I  will  now  ask  you  whether  there  is  any 
trade  with  the  western  country  which  would  justify  a  large  expenditure  upon 
navigation  ? — None  ;  there  is  no  trade  which  would  justify  an  outlay. 

2054.  Is  there  any  trade  at  the  present  time  which  may  not  be  eflFectually 
and  satisfactorily  carried  on  in  canoes  .' — Between  Canada  and  the  interior  the 
trade  that  is  conducted  from  Canada  must  be  entirely  by  canoe;  but  the  com- 
munication 
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miinication  with  England  is  by  boat  from  Yorlc  Factory  and  Moose  Factory,  the 
two  depots  upon  the  coast. 

2055.  I  was  referring  to  the  Red  River,  and  that  part  of  the  country? — 
With  Canada  the  communication  must  be  by  canoe.  With  England  by  boat  to 
the  coast. 

12056.  You  have  been  asked  questions  with  regard  to  the  appliances  of 
education  and  civilization  which  you  have  provided  for  the  Indian  tribes.  Have 
you  ever  considered  yourselves  as  a  Company  charged  with  the  education  or 
civilization  of  those  tribes  ? — No,  we  do  not  consider  ourselves  charged  as  a 
Company,  but  we  contribute  nevertheless. 

20.57.  If  I  understand  your  former  evidence  rightly,  you  have  no  control 
over  those  tribes,  except  that  of  being  able  to  exclude  other  traders  from  the 
country  ? — None. 

2058.  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  country  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  ? — Yes  ;  I  have  travelled  through  that  country  repeatedly. 

2059.  Are  you  .able  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  how  much  of  it,  or  whether 
any  of  it,  is  fit  for  colonization  ;  I  speak  of  the  mainland  ;  not  of  Vancouver's 
Island? — Very  little  of  it  I  think  is  fit  for  settlement  iind  colonization  north  of 
49°,  from  the  rugged  character  of  the  country;  it  is  an  exceedingly  rugged  and 
mountainous  country. 

2060.  Do  you  mean  by  that,  that  the  soil  is  unfit  for  culture,  or  that  there 
are  no  means  of  transport  to  the  sea  ? — There  are  patches  of  soil  near  the  rivers 
in  certain  localities  where  agriculture  might  be  carried  on  upon  a  small  scale  ; 
but  generally  speaking,  the  country  is  exceedingly  wild  and  rugged  and 
mountainous  north  of  49". 

2061.  What  are  the  winters  there ;  are  they  severe? — The  winters  are  not 
so  severe  as  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

2062.  Assuming  the  soil  to  be  suitable,  is  it  probable  that  wheat  crops  would 
not  ripen  in  that  country? — I  think  they  would  not;  there  is  too  much 
moisture  ;  it  is  exceedingly  humid. 

2063.  Have  any  experiments  been  made  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  forts 
there  ? — At  Fort  Langley  there  have  been  experiments  made,  and  grain  has 
been  raised  upon  a  very  small  scale  ;  potatoes  are  very  abundant ;  and  likewise 
further  north. 

2064.  In  the  event  of  colonization  being  attempted  there,  is  it  likely  that  any 
diificulty  would  arise  as  regards  the  Indians  r — The  Indians  are  very  warlike 
and  very  numerous,  and  I  think  they  might  be  troublesome  to  settlers  in  the 
first  instance,  until  they  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  protect  themselves. 

2065.  The  Company  has  had  more  trouble  with  them  west  of  the  mountains 
than  in  the  east  ? — Much  more  trouble.     They  are  difficult  of  management. 

2066.  I  think  about  two-thirds  of  the  whole  Indian  population  reside  west  of  the 
mountains  ? — I  think  about  80,000 ;  the  whole  population  being  about  139,000. 

2067.  Therefore  on  account  of  those  tribes,  putting  other  diflBculties  out  of 
the  question,  there  are  only  some  parts  of  the  country  where  it  would  be 
possible  for  settlers  to  establish  themselves  ? — Yes. 

2068.  They  could  not  do  so  in  small  numbers  or  at  outlying  posts?'— They 
could  not. 

206 g.  In  the  event  of  any  part  of  that  western  territory  being  constituted  a 
colony  apart  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  would  it  be  easy  to  mark 
a  boundary,  so  that  the  establishment  of  a  colony  there  should  not  interfere 
with  the  exclusive  rights  of  the  Company  ? — I  think  there  is  no  room  for 
a  colony  of  any  extent  north  of  49°,  upon  the  west  side  of  the  mountains. 
The  character  of  the  country  is  exceedingly  rugged. 

2070.  In  the  event  of  any  portion  of  the  territories  being  set  apart  for 
purposes  of  colonization  as  a  colony  independent  of  the  Company  to  the  west 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  so  defining'  the 
boundary  of  such  a  colony  as  to  prevent  any  disputes  or  difiBculties  with  regard 
to  the  point  at  which  the  rights  of  the  Company  terminated?— You  mean  the 
British  territory  I  presume  north  of  49°. 

207 1 .  I  mean,  of  course,  the  British  territory  ?— I  think  there  is  no  portion 
of  that  country  north  of  49°  adapted  for  settlement. 

2072.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  That  is  not  the  question ;  the  question  is,  whether  there 
are  any  means  of  marking  out  the  boundaries  of  the  colony,  supposing  that  a 
colony  should  be  determined  upon ;  supposing  it  should  be  determined  to  make 
a  colony  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  taking  the  southern  boundary  to  be 
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Sir  G.  Simpson,    t^g  boundary  between  it  and  the    United   States    and   the   eastern   boundary, 
~  the  Rocky  Mountains,  is  there  any  possibility  of  finding  a  northern  boundary  ? — 

2  March  1857.      j  ^jq  jjq^  know  of  any  other  means  of  finding  it  than  determining  it  by  observation. 
The  country  is  not  so  marked  in  its  character  as  to  form  any  boundary. 

2073.  There  is  no  river  ? — There  is  no  river. 

2074.  With  respect  to  the  climate,  you  say  that  you  have  travelled  in  that 
country ;  is  not  the  climate  of  America,  on  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
similar,  in  point  of  fact,  to  that  of  Europe,  in  the  same  latitude  ? — I  think 
there  is  more  moisture  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific  than  upon  ihe  eastern  side. 

2075.  That  is  not  my  question ;  my  question  is,  whether  taking  latitude  for 
latitude  in  Europe,  and  on  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  America,  the 
climate  in  the  same  latitude  is  not  the  same? — I  have  been  such  a  length  "of 
time  out  of  England,  that  I  scarcely  recollect  what  the  climate  is. 

2076.  I  am  not  talking  of  England ;  I  am  talking  of  Europe  ? — I  cannot  tell. 

2077.  We  will  speak  of  the  climate  of  Vancouver's  Island;  do  you  know 
that  ?— Not  well. 

2078.  Is  not  it  a  fine  climate"' — It  is  a  very  good  cUmate,  I  believe. 

2079.  It  will  grow  pretty  nearly  anything,  will  not  it  ? — On  the  southern  part 
of  the  island. 

2080.  It  will  grow  wheat  ? — Yes  ;  on  the  southern  side  of  the  island. 

2081.  And  on  the  northern  too? — The  northern  is  a  rugged,  mountainous 
country,  where  you  can  grow  nothing. 

2082.  But  it  would  not  be  prohibited  by  climate  ? — There  is  a  great  deal  of 
moisture  ;  there  are  torrents  of  rain. 

2083.  So  there  is  in  England? — I  think  there  is  more  on  the  west  side  of  the 
mountains  than  in  England. 

2084.  Lord  John  Russell.]  Is  the  quantity  of  moisture  such  as  to  prevent  the 
culture  of  wheat? — It  is  such  as  to  prevent  the  ripening  of  grain,  I  think. 

2085.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  But  at  Fort  Vancouver,  on  the  Columbia,  in  the 
Oregon,  are  there  very  fair  crops  ? — Yes  ;  never  productive  crops  ;  we  used  to 
look  upon  a  return  of  ten  or  twelve,  as  very  fair  crops  for  Oregon. 

2086.  With  reference  to  Fort  Langley,  which  is  near  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  British  territory,  and  where  there  is  a  fort,  I  think  you  said  the  other  day, 
that  there  were  about  100  square  miles  of  level  ground  there  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

2087.  Could  not  a  colony  be  planted  there  ? — It  might  be. 

20S8.  Is  there  any  thing  remarkable  in  the  climate  there  different  from  what 
it  is  in  Vancouver's  Island  ? — I  believe  there  is  more  moisture. 

2089.  Nearer  the  mountains? — Yes. 

2090.  Mr.  Grogan.']  You  are  making  a  comparison  between  Fort  Langley  and 
Vancouver's  Island  ? — Yes. 

2091.  You  say  that  there  is  rather  more  moisture  at  Fort  Langley? — Yes. 

2092.  Does  the  thermometer  sho^v  any  difl'erence  in  the  temperature? — The 
further  north  we  go,  the  degree  of  cold  is  greater. 

2093.  I  am  speaking  of  those  two  situations  ? — Yes ;  the  one  is  in  -50°,  and 
the  other  is  in  46i°.  (a) 

2094.  Practically,  is  the  heal  there  very  great  in  summer? — In  the  Columbia  it  is. 

2095.  In  the  part  called  Caledonia,  there  is  the  Columbia  River ;  that  is  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains? — Yes. 

2096.  I  am  not  speaking  now  of  the  American  territory,  but  of  the  British 
above  49°.  Is  the  heat  in  that  part  of  the  country  very  great  in  summer? — 
Not  very  great. 

2097.  I  perceive  that  in  the  account  of  your  travel,  speaking  of  Fort  Colvile, 
you  speak  of  its  being  an  exceedingly  productive,  and  well  circumstanced  place? 
— Yes. 

2098.  And  that  what  you  describe  as  a  fine  season  is  a  damp  season? — Yes. 

2099.  That  is  owing  to  the  great  heat  which  prevails  below  49°  ?^The  great 
drought,  the  great  length  of  time  they  are  without  rains,  they  are  weeks  and 
months  together  without  rains. 

2100.  Does  the  same  observation  apply  to  the  land  immediately  above  49°  ? 
— Upon  the  coast  there  is  more  moisture  than  inland. 

2101.  Is  the  quantity  of  moisture  sufficient  to  destroy  the  ripening  of  the 
grain  ? — Yes,  I  think  so  ;  in  some  seasons  I  think  it  is  likely. 

2102.  But 


(fl)  This  answer  had  reference  to  Fort  Vancouver,  on  the  Columbia  River. 
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•2102.  But  as  a  general  rule? — As  a  general  rule  I  think  the  great  moisture      Sir  G.  Simpson, 
would  materially  affect  the  crops.  

2103.  What  may  be  the  distance  of  Fort  Colvile  south  of  the  49th  degree  of     2  March  1857. 
latitude,  the  boundary  ?— I  think  Fort  Colvile  is  about  48  or  49  degrees. 

2  1 04.  About  one  degree  southward  of  the  boundary  ■ — Yes. 

2105.  Do  you  consider  that  the  difference  of  one  degree  would  make  such  a 
difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  place  ?— There  is  more  moisture  on  the 
coast  than  inland. 

•2  106.  Fort  Colvile  is  not  on  the  coast  ?  — No,  it  is  inland. 

2107.  I  want  to  draw  a  comparison  between  Fort  Colvile  and  the  same  land 
on  the  British  side  of  the  boundary.  What  circumstances  exist  to  make  a  dif- 
ference in  the  climate  and  the  adaptability  for  colonization  of  the  two  places  ? — 
The  climate  west  of  the  mountains  is  warmer,  I  think,  than  in  the  same  parallel 
east. 

2108.  Would  not  that  part  of  the  British  dominions  north  of  the  49th  degree 
of  latitude,  but  in  the  same  parallel  of  longitude  with  Fort  Colvile,  be  equally 
adapted  for  colonization  as  Fort  Colvile  itself: — No;  tlie  climate  of  the  vvest 
side  is  warmer,  there  is  much  more  heat,  but  very  little  level  land. 

2109.  Supposing  a  colony  were  planterl  on  the  49fch  degree  of  latitude,  quite 
close  to  Fort  Colvile,  on  the  Columbia  River,  what  circumstances  exist  which 
would  prevent  that  colony  so  planted  being  equally  well  faveured  and  well 
circumstanced  as  Fort  Colvile  itself? — I  do  not  see  that  it  would  be  materially 
prevented.     J  am  not  aware  of  any  circumstances  which  should  cause  it. 

2110.  Then  would  this  description  in  your  judgment  apply  to  it,  "Cattle 
thrive  well,  while  the  crops  are  abundant.  The  wheat,  which  weighs  from  63 
to  651bs.  a  bushel,  yields  20  or  30  returns.  Maize  also  tlourishes,  but  does  not 
ripen  till  the  month  of  September.  Potatoes,  peas>  oats,  barley,  turnips,  melons, 
and  cucumbers,  are  plentiful."  That  is  the  description  which  you  give  of 
Fort  Colvile  : — Yes. 

2111.  And  you  do  not  see  any  circumstances  which  would  prevent  a  colony 
on  the  British  territory  opposite  Fort  Colvile  being  so  well  favoured  r — No ;  the 
climate  is  not  so  warm. 

2112.  Therefore  it  would,  in  your  opinion,  hold  out  equal  inducements  as 
regards  the  ripening  of  grains  and  fruits  as  Fort  Colvile  itself? — No.  I  think 
the  climate  of  the  Pacific  is  more  favourable  to  cultivation  than  the  same 
parallel  on  the  east  side. 

2113.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  I  suppose  if  a  population  were  found  to  want  a 
settlement  of  that  kind,  and  chose  to  go  there,  they  could  raise  crops  very  well 
for  their  own  support  ? — On  either  the  one  side  or  the  other,  I  think  ;  on  either 
side  of  the  mountains. 

2114.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  any  attempts  ever  been  made  to  establish  a 
colony,  or  any  settlement  at  all  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Garry  on  the  Assini- 
boine,  up  Lake  Winnipeg,  Rainy  Lake,  or  in  that  district  ? — No  attempt  has 
been  made  to  form  a  settlement  at  Rainy  Lake. 

2115.  Or  to  the  eastward  of  it  ?■ — To  the  westward  there  may  have  been  a  few 
settlers  at  Manitobah,  within  40,  50,  or  60  miles  of  Red  River. 

2116.  In  fact,  there  is  not  a  sufficient  population  to  render  those  localities, 
■which  you  have  described  as  so  beautiful,  an  object  to  settlers  ? — That  is  the 
fact. 

2117.  But  if  it  should  become  an  open  colony,  and  settlers  should  go  there, 
there  are  no  physical  circumstances  in  the  country  in  your  judgment  to  prevent 
their  success  ? — No  ;  I  think  not.  The  country  is  not  favourable  for  settle- 
ment^ I  think,  about  Red  River. 

2118.  Why? — The  crops  are  very  uncertain. 

21  ig.  You  have  nothing  to  adduce  beyond  what  you  have  stated  already? — 

No.     ■ 

2120.  In  the  extent  of  land  between  the  Rainy  Lake  and  Fort  WiUiam,  on 
the  Kamenistiquoia,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  what  may  be  the  height  to 
which  the  land  rises  ;  is  it  800,  1,000,  or  2,000  feet,  or  what  ?— I  think  about 
800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake. 

2121.  Do  any  serious  practical  difficulties  or  impediments  exist  in  making 
that  navigation,  which  you  have  traversed  with  your  canoes,  a  regular  course  of 
navigation? — I  think  there  are  insuperable  difficulties,  unless  the  "  Bank  of 
England  were  expended"  upon  the  improvement  of  the  country.     Near  the 

0.25.  O  2  height 
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Sir  G,  Simj.soii.    height  of  land  there  is  no  water ;    the  rivers  are  shoal,   and  the  soil  is  bad. 

I  think  the  difficulties  are  very  trreat. 

2  Manii  1S57.         2122.  To  how  many  miles  ot  country,  in  your  judgment,  would  your  present 
remark  apply  ? — I  think  about  300  miles. 

2123.  As  much  as  that? — I  think  so. 

2 1 24.  You  have  given  the  entire  distance  from  Assiniboia  to   the  head  of 
Lake  Superior  as  about  500  miles: — Yes. 

2125.  And  you  think  that  in  300  of  those  500  miles,  there  would  be  such 
difficulties  ? — Yes. 


Mr.  William  Ka-naghan,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

mr.W.Kernaghan.       2126.  Lord  John  Russetl]  WHERE  do  you  reside'?— At  Chicago. 

2127.  What  is  your  business  or  occupation  r— I  am  a  General  Merchant 
there. 

2128.  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  with  regard  to  the  Pludson's  Bay 
Company,  or  their  territory,  or  their  trade  ? — The  Chicago  people  are  running 
steam-boats  now  towards  that  part  of  the  country. 

2129.  Where  from,  and  where  to? — From  Chicago  lo  Superior  City,  Onto- 
ganan  and  Marquette ;  steamers  also  ply  from  Detroit  and  Coilingwood  to 
those  cities. 

2130.  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.]  Are  you  a  native  of  the  States? — I  am  an  Irish- 
man. 

2131.  Lord  Jo/m  Russell.']  Have  you  any  statement  to  make  with  regard  to 
that  matter  ? — I  should  like  to  see  the  trade  opened  up  there  in  the  Hudson's 
Bay  country. 

2132.  That  is  to  say,  you  would  like  to  see  an  end  put  to  any  exclusive  privi- 
leges ? — Yes,  either  in  land  or  trade. 

2133.  Have  you  found  any  obstacles  practically  to  exist  to  the  trade  which 
you  wish  to  promote? — There  is  every  opposition  thrown  by  the  Company  in 
the  way  of  our  traders  there. 

2134.  Of  what  kind? — Every  oppositio;i.  They  are  not  allowed  to  trade 
there.  This  last  season  500  waggons  started  from  Pembina,  or  the  Red  River 
Settlement,  and  sold  their  loads  of  wheat,  tallow,  beef,  and  other  produce  at 
either  St.  Paul  or  St.  Anthony,  I  do  not  l<now  which,  returning  with  goods  of 
American  and  Britisli  manufacture  and  other  produce  back  to  the  Red  River. 
That  is  the  first  direct  trade  the  Red  River  and  the  Company's  country  have 
had  with  the  United  States. 

-'^35-  Were  not  they  allowed  to  dispose  of  the  goods  which  they  had  bought 
in  St.  Paul's  ? — A  good  many  of  the  goods  were  British  manufactures ;  but  they 
had  to  pay  duties  on  going  into  the  American  territory  at  very  high  rates, 
which  would  not  be  the  case  had  they  gone  through  Canada  to  the  Red  River 
Settlement. 

2136.  How  could  they  have  reached  the  Red  River  Settlement  through 
Canada? — You  can  gel  goods  shipped  direct  from  London,  Liverpool,  Glasgow, 
or  any  port  in  Great  Britain,  to  the  extreme  end  of  Lake  Superior,  at  3  I.  10  s. 
a  ton,  in  one  bottom,  or  with  transhipment ;  they  pass  through  the  St.  Lau- 
rence, a  Canadian  river. 

2137.  Mr.  Grogan^  Can  you  specify  any  port  on  Lake  Superior  r — Any  port 
on  the  Upper  Lakes,  either  Lake  Michigan  or  Lake  Supei'ior,  ports  in  Superior, 
stated  above. 

2138.  Lord  John  Russell.]  How  would  you  have  the  goods  conveyed  from 
there  to  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — You  would  have  plenty  of  people  to 
waggon  them,  or  bring  them  across.  I  suppose  the  expense  would  be  about 
8^.  or  10  Z.  a  ton;  it  would  not  be  greater  than  that  of  waggons  from  Red 
River  to  St.  Paul. 

2139.  Mr.  Edwai^l  Ellice.]  Have  you  been  between  Fort  William  and  Red 
River? — No. 

2140.  Is  not  that  the  route  which  the  goods  would  take ;  how  do  you  know- 
that  goods  could  be  conveyed  between  Fort  William  and  Red  River  for  10  /.  a 
ton? — The  Americans  would  do  it. 

2141.  What  authority  have  you  for  saying  so?— The  stateiiient  of  people  in 
Chicago  connected  with  steamboats. 

2142-  Have 
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2142.  Have  they  ever  gone  that  route  ?— Their  steamboats  go  to  Superior  mr.W.Kema-han 
city.  ^  ^ 

2143.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Where  is  the  town  of  Superior  ?- -The  town  of  Superior     2  March  1857. 
is  at  the  very  extreme  end  of  Lake  Superior. 

2144.  Is  it  at  Fond  du  Lac? — Yes.  Superior  is  a  new  town,  commenced  last 
year,  and  it  will  this  year  have  a  population  of  10,000  people. 

2145.  Mr.  Bell.]  Then  you  think  it  would  be  possible  to  make  a  similar 
settlement  on  the  British  shore,  if  it  was  not  foi-  the  monopoly  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ? — Certainly. 

2146.  Lord  JoJm  Riissell.']  When  you  speak  of  the  goods  going  in  waggons, 
do  you  mean  in  the  summer  st^ason  only? — The  lakes  are  only  open  from  about 
the  middle  of  April,  and  the  lake  communication  closes  at  Chicago  about  the 
1st  of  December.  In  Lake  Superior,  I  suppose  it  closes  about  a  month  earlier. 
In  winter  goods  might  be  carried  in  sleighs, 

2147.  In  what  part  of  the  year  do  you  suppose  the  goods  could  go  in  Avaggons 
between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  Settlement? — In  summer  by 
waggons,  winter  by  sleighs.  I  beg  to  say  that  the  Chicago  people,  the  owners 
of  the  steamboats,  are  beginning  to  open  a  line  from  the  extreme  end  of 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Red  River  Settlement.  I  think  I  had  better  read  an 
an  extract  from  a  Chicago  paper  which  I  have  got  to-day.  It  is  headed,  "  A'New 
Project. — In  the  Senate  of  Michigan,  on  Thursday,  General  Cass  presented 
the  petitions  of  Jean  Lafever,  Robert  Mallon,  and  Alexander  M'Lain,  asking 
for  a  Government  exploration  and  survey  of  the  Piixeon  and  Arrow  Rivers, 
of  Lake  Superior,  and  of  the  route  from  the  mouth  of  tiiose  streams,  or 
near  them,  to  Rainy  Lake,  on  the  United  States  boundary  line,  with  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  so  improving  by  locks  and  canals  the  communication  between 
those  waters  as  to  make  a  practicable  navigation  from  the  Lower  Red  Riv'er  of 
the  North,  via  Lake  Winnipeg,  to  Lake  Superior.  They  represent  that,  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  the  whole  valley  of  the  Red,  Assiniboine,  and  Saskatchawan 
rivers  can  be  connected  with  the  waters  of  Lake  Superior." 

2148.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Through  what  territory  would  that  route  to 
which  you  have  referred  be  made? — Partly  British  and  partly  American  ;  the 
chain  of  lakes  and  rivers  separate  both  countries. 

2149.  You  stated  that  one  of  the  obstacles  to  trade  was  the  duties  put  upon 
goods  entering  into  the  States;  how  would  you  avoid  those  duties? — By  land- 
ing the  goods  in  Bi'itish  territory. 

2  ( 50.  You  just  now  said  that  the  road  was  to  be  opened  up  partly  on  British 
territory  and  partly  on  American,  between  Fond  du  Lac  and  Red  River ;  if  it 
is  to  be  partly  on  British  territory  and  partly  on  American,  how  do  you  get  rid 
of  the  duties? — ^The  goods  would  go  in  under  bond  in  that  case. 

2151.  Why  could  not  they  go  in  under  a  bond  by  the  other  route  ? — They 
have  never  tried  it  yet  in  that  way,  but  a  great  business  would  be  done  in 
that  country  it  free  trade  were  allowed  there. 

2152.  Mr.  Blackburn^  Is  there  any  duty  except  the  American  duty  at  pre- 
sent ? — The  Cianadian  duty  is  very  light ;  " the  American  duty  is  very  great. 
I  am  not  aware  of  any  duties  at  Red  River. 

2153.  I  thought  you  spoke  of  the  duties  being  paid  on  the  goods  going  into 
the  American  territory  ? — What  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  on  the  goods  put  at 
St.  Paul  into  the  500  waggons,  the  sellers  of  the  goods  had  paid  the  American 
duties. 

2154.  Then  it  was  the  American  duties  which  made  it  disadvantageous,  not 
anything  done  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?— That  business  was  done 
against  the  wishes  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

2i5,'i.  Did  they  impose  the  duties  or  the  Americans? — The  Americans. 

2156.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Am  1  to  understand  you  that  this  caravan  which  crossed 
from  Pembina  to  St.  Peter's,  or  St.  Anthony's,  purchased  goods  ?— They  sold  at 
St.  Anthony  the  productions  of  their  own  country,  and  they  bought  at  St. 
Anthony  their  groceries,  wines,  woollens,  linens,  &c. 

2157.  Which  had  been  British  imports  ?— Some  had  been  British  imports 
and  some  American  manufactures. 

2158.  And  on  all  the  British  imports  the  American  Government  imposed  a 
duty  r — Yes. 

2159.  If  *hey  could  have  gone  through  the  country  under  bond,  the  Red 
River  people  would  have  saved  that  duty  ? — Yes. 

0.25.  O  3  :2i6o.  Mr. 
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Mr.  W,  Kernaghan. 


2  March  1857. 


2]  60.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  there  an  export  duty  in  the  States  upon  goods  ? 
— I  do  not  know. 

2161.  Then  how  do  you  mean  that  the  Red  River  people  would  have  saved 
the  duty? — Had  the  goods  been  in  bond.  This  is  tiie  first  attempt  of  the  Red 
River  people  to  open  a  free  trade. 

2162.  You  say  that  the  Red  River  people  are  placed  at  the  disadvantage  of 
this  duty ;  but  as  I  understand  you  the  British  goods  pay  going  into  St,  Paul's  ? 
—  Yes,  unless  they  go  there  in  bond. 

2163.  They  do  not  pay  coming  from  St.* Paul's  to  Red  River? — No;  but 
they  had  paid  at  New  York,  or  at  Chicago,  before  they  went  to  St.  Paul,  the 
regular  American  duties. 

2164.  Lord  Jo/in  JlusselL]  You  mean,  that  if  they  were  landed  at  Fond  du 
Lac,  or  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  they  h  ould  go  in  bond,  and  not  pay  the 
American  duties? — If  landed  at  Superior  City,  where  there  is  an  American 
custom-house,  they  Avould  go  in  bond  through  our  British  territory  without 
paying  duties. 

2165.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  If  there  w^ere  a  road  to  Red  River?; — Yes;  and 
that  will  be  done  by  Chicago  and  other  people  this  season. 

2166.  If  they  could  go  in  bond  from  Superior,  and  pass  through  part  of  the 
territory  and  so  escape  the  duty,  why  should  not  they  be  in  bond  at  New  York  ? 
— You  can  pay  duty  at  Chicago,  Detroit,  New  York,  or  at  any  place  where 
there  is  a  custom-house  of  the  United  States,  or  you  can  bond  goods  at  all  ports 
of  entry. 

2167.  You  said  that  goods  could  be  carried  to  Red  River,  goinir  through 
part  of  the  American  territory,  giving  bond  ? — Yes. 

21 08.  Why  could  not  they  go  by  New  York  in  the  same  way,  giving  bond? — 
They  could. 

2i6g.  Therefore  the  Red  River  settler  would  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  duty 
payable  in  the  American  territory? — He  would  not  be  if  they  \^ent  in  bond. 

21  70.  Mr.  Chu)-ks  Fitzwilliam.]  With  reference  to  the  500  waggons  you  have 
mentioned,  you  mean  that  a  person  bought  goods  in  the  American  territory 
because  he  could  get  them  cheaper  there  than  from  the  stores  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  at  Red  River  ? — Yes  ;  they  have  undersold. 


Jovis,  5o  die  Martii,  1857. 
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5  March  1857. 


Mr.  William  Kernaghan,  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 
1.  Mr.  Grogan.]  YOU  have  been  for  some  time  settled  at  Chicago,  have 

Yes. 
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you  not  1 — Yes. 

2172.  Are  you  connected  with  mercantile  pursuits  there? 


21" 


Individually,  or  as  a  partner  in  associated  companies  ? — Individually. 

2174.  Has  the  course  of  your  commercial  business  made  you  acquainted 
V.  ith  Lake  Superior,  and  its  capabilities  for  transit  and  commerce  - — Yes ; 
friends  of  mine  there  have  a  line  of  steamers  that  run  from  Chicago  to  three 
ports  on  Lake  Superior. 

2175.  What  is  the  most  northern  port,  on  Lake  Superior,  that  they  go  to  ? 
— They  go  to  Ontoganan  and  Marquette;  Onlagon  is  the  copper,  Marquette, 
the  iron  district ;  and  Superior  City  ;  they  go  to  the  west. 

2176.  Do 
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2 J 76.  Do  they  ^0  higher  up  than  Lake  Superior  ;  do  they  go  to  Fort  William  Mr.W.Kernagk 
in  the  English  territory?— No.  

2177.  They  do  not  extend  their  course  then  beyond  the  American  boundary?     5  March  1857. 
— No  ;  there  are  no  settlements  on  the  other  side. 

•2178.  Do  you  know  whether  there  are  English  steamers  which  traverse  the 
lakes  to  Fort  William? — I  do  not  think  any  regular  line  runs  ;  a  line  in  con- 
junction with  the  Toronto  and  Collingwood  railroad  runs  fo  Lake  Superior,  but 
the  steamers  belong  to  an  American  company. 

2179.  Do  they  go  to  Fort  William,  the  English  settlement?—!  do  not  think 
they  do  ;  they  go  to  the  American  towns  only. 

2180.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  population  of  the  town  of  Superior? — 
Superior  City  was  founded  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  the  population  at  the  end 
of  this  year  will  exceed  10,000  people. 

2181.  Are  there  any  projected  railways  there? — The  Fond  du  Lac  railway 
runs  120  miles  from  Chicago  at  present,  and  ic  is  to  go  to  Superior  City ;  it  is 
finished  120  miles  from  Chicago.  It  is  to  go  to  Marquette,  to  Ontoganan,  and 
to  Superior  City  ;  three  branches. 

2182.  Do  you  know  of  any  projected  connections  or  communications,  between 
Fond  du  Lac,  and  any  of  the  British  Settlements  across  the  line  ;  Red  River,  or 
the  lakes  there  ? — General  Cass  brought  a  Bill  the  other  day  into  the  Michigan 
Legislatiu-e  to  render  navigable  all  the  rivers,  as  far  as  the  American  territory 
went,  between  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Lake  Superior,  for  steamboats  and  ships. 

2183.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Lake  Winnipeg  is  in  British  territory? — As  far 
as  the  American  territory  goes  towards  Lake  Winnipeg. 

2184.  Mr.  Adderley.]  In  the  direction  of  Lake  Winnipeg  ? — Yes. 

21  85.  Mr.  Grogan.'\  Do  you  know  what  is  the  length  of  that  projected  canal  ? 
— I  do  not  know. 

2186.  Or  the  expense? — I  do  not  know. 

2187.  Has  there  been  any  action  on  that  petition  in  the  Legislature? — I  do 
not  know.     I  only  saw  it  in  the  Chicago  paper. 

21  88.  Was  Chicago  your  place  of  residence  ? — Yes. 

2189.  What  is  the  age  of  that  city? — It  is  about  19  or  20  years  of  age. 

2190.  What  maybe  the  population  of  it? — In  December  it  was  110,000. 
I  suppose  this  month  it  is  about  114,000.     It  increases  1,800  a  month. 

2191.  Was  it  not  from  Chicago  that  the  vessel  was  freighted  which  came  the 
other  day  to  Liverpool  with  corn  ? — Yes.     She  came  direct. 

2192.  Have  you  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  Vancouver  country  on  the  west 
side  by  the  Pacific  ? — 1  have  never  been  as  far  north  as  Vancouver's  Island. 
I  have  been  trading  on  the  west  coast  of  America  for  three  years.  I  have  been 
as  far  north  as  San  Francisco. 

2193.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  What  is  popularly  called  California  ? — Yes. 

2194.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  that  district  from  reports  ? 
— I  met  several  uentlemen  who  went  to  Vancouver's  Island  to  try  to  trade  there 
and  they  could  not  trade  ;  they  were  refused. 

2195.  They  went  to  Vancouver's  Island  for  the  purposes  of  trader — Yes; 
they  tried  to  commence  trade  there,  and  they  could  not. 

2196.  What  obstruction  was  there  in  their  way? — The  Company  did  not  like 
any  people  to  interfere  with  them  there  ;  that  was  the  x'eply  of  those  gentlemen 
to  me. 

2197.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']   Where  was  that  ? — At  Vancouver's  Island. 

2198.  I  thought  you  said  you  had  only  been  at  San  Francisco  ? — Yes  ;  I  only 
visited  San  Francisco. 

2 1 99.  How  do  you  know  that  fact  ? — Gentlemen  went  to  trade  there  from  San 
Francisco.     I  found  them  on  their  return  at  San  Francisco. 

2200.  But  did  the}'' go  to  trade  there? — Certainly;  they  brought  up  cargoes 
there, 

2201.  What  sort  of  cargoes? — I  suppose  general  cargo. 

2202.  Was  it  spirits  ? — I  suppose  everything. 

2203.  Who  were  they?— I  do  not  recollect  their  names  now,  but  I  recollect 
perfectly  the  parties. 

2204.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  obstructions  to 
trade  to  which  these  gentlemen  referred,  arose  from  their  desire  to  trade  in 
furs  ? — ^No. 

0.2-,.  O4  2205.  Was 
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Mr.W.Kerriaghan.       2205.  Was  it  general  trade  that  the}'  were   anxious  to  carry  on  ? — They  did 

not  want  to  trade  in  furs  ;  they  wanted  general  trade. 

5  March  i8v  2  206.  Did  those  parties  say  that  they  were  prohibited,  or  that  such  obstruc- 

tions were  thrown  in  their  way  by  the  Government  of  the  island,  that  they  were 
unable  to  carry  on  business  ? — Yes  ;  they  were  willing  to  trade  there,  but  would 
not  go  back  again. 

2207.  iVJr.  JSdtvard  milicc]  Was  the  obstruction  by  means  of  underselling 
them  ? — I  do  not  know  what  the  obstruction  was,  but  they  were  willing  to  trade 
there,  and  would  not,  go  back  again  until  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  be 
done  awav  with. 

2208.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Did  those  gentlemen  inform  you  whether  their  inability 
to  trade  arose  from  any  want  of  tlie  productions  of  the  island,  which  could  be 
exchanged  i'or  their  imports  ? — No.  The  finest  timber  in  the  world  grows  on 
that  coast  and  in  Vancouver's  Island,  and  the  best  market  for  timber  is  San 
Francisco.  '  At  that  time  there  was  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  timber  imported 
into  the  States,  which  is  now  done  au  ay  with  under  the  Reciprocity  Act. 

2209.  Was  there  any  duty  on  the  export  of  timber  from  Vancouver's  Island  ? 
-No;  but  there  was  a  duty  then  on  the  imports   into  the  United  States,  which 

is  done  away  with  now. 

2210.  ^,h-.  Edward  Ellice?!^  What  description  of  timber  is  it? — All  kinds  of 
pine  ;  iir.  Captain  Grant  shipped  one  cargo  from  Vancouver's  Island  to  a  friend 
of  mine  before  I  was  in  San  Francisco. 

22  11.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Did  those  gentlemen  mention  to  you  anything  about  coal, 
or  the  mineral  productions  of  the  island? — Those  gentlemen  did  not;  but  I  was 
on  board  the  United  States  steam  frigate  "  Massachusetts." 

2212.  In  what  year  was  this  ? — January  and  February  1851  ;  she  coaled  herself 
at  Vancouver's  Island  with  the  native  coal  of  the  island. 

22  I  J.  Did  the  officers  give  you  any  account  of  what  it  cost  them,  or  the  time 
it  took  to  coal  her? — Th6  officers  told  me  that  they  went  very  close  to  where  the 
coal  is,  on  the  strand,  and  that  the  Indians  quarried  the  coal,  and  that  the  men 
of  the  ship  shipped  the  coal  in  boats. 

2214.  Mr.  JEdward Ellice.']  How  do  you  know  all  this? — The  officers  of  the 
United  States  frigate  "  Massachusetts  "  told  me.  I  give  the  time,  and  the  place, 
and  the  officer  who  told  me. 

2215.  Mr.  GroganJ]  Is  there  any  other  part  of  the  North  American  territory 
or  coasts  that  you  are  personally  acquainted  with  ?— I  have  been  in  Labrador. 

2216.  For  what  length  of  time  were  you  in  Labrador  ? — Not  very  long. 

221  7.  Mr.  Bell.']  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  mining  operations  on  the  south 
side  of  Lake  Superior? — No.  I  know  some  of  the  companies,  but  I  have  no 
interest  in  them  myself. 

2218.  Are  you  acquainted  with  any  facts  as  to  the  products  ? — I  know  about 
the  quantity  of  the  products. 

2219.  What  quantity  of  copper  is  there?— There  have  been  3,000  tons  of 
copper  shippeS  last  year  from  the  mines. 

2220.  How  many  mines  are  there? — Near  Ontoganan,  I  suppose  there  are 
about  half-a  dozen  public  companies  mining. 

2221.  How  long  is  it  since  they  commenced  operations? — A  good  many 
years  ;  hut  since  the  ship  canal  was  opened  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  other 
lakes  a  great  many  more  companies  have  started.  There  are  iron  companies  at 
Marquette. 

2222.  I  see  that  Lake  Winnipeg  is  mentioned  in  the  passage  which  you  read 
the  other  day  from  the  newspaper  ? — Yes. 

2223.  On  the  map  there  is  a  small  Lake  Winnipeg  between  the  Rainy  Lake 
and  the  Mississippi  River  ;  do  you  know  whether  that  is  meant? — I  do  not  know 
which. 

2224.  Mr.  Grogaii.l  In  that  part  of  Lake  Superior,  where  the  mineral  dis- 
trict is  located,  on  the  American  side,  are  there  any  limitations  imposed  by  the 
State  of  Michigan  with  regard  to  emigrants  who  desire  to  explore  the  minerals  ? 
— None  whatever. 

2225.  Every  facility  is  given? — A  man  may  squat  where  he  likes. 

2226.  And  with  regard  to  raising  the  minerals,  is  he  at  liberty  to  do  so  ? — If 
you  buy  the  land,  the  minerals  are  yours  afterwards. 

2227.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  whether  the  same  facilities  for  emigrants 
exist  in  the  British  territories  as  on  the  American  side? — There  ar^  no  tacilities 

on 
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on  the  British  side  north  of  49  degrees  ;  if  there  were,  the  country  would  be  Mr.  W.Kemaghan. 
as  thickly  peopled  as  it  is  south. 

2228.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  How  do  you  know  that ;  what  are  your  means  of     5  Maxh  1857. 
information  ?— The  talk  of  the  people ;  there  are  likely  to  be  disturbances  in  that 

country  the  same  as  in  Kanzas  if  the  country  is  not  made  free  under  Kanzas. 

2229.  That  is  also  the  talk  of  the  people  ? — Yes. 

2230.  Mr.  Bell.]  Do  you  know  any  individuals  who  would  go  into  that 
country  to  settle  if  they  were  not  prevented  by  the  exclusive  system  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?— I  know  a  great  many  people  in  Chicago  who  talk  of 
settling  at  the  Red  River,  provided  it  was  under  Canadian  rule, 

.2231.  Americans  ? — Americans. 

2232.  Mr.  Grogan.l  Have  you  at  Chicago  ever  had  any  commercial  dealings 
with,  or  come  across  any  of  the  parties  who  come  from  the  Red  River  and  that 
district  with  their  goods?— I  myself  have  not  had. 

2233.  But  do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  whether  any  of  the  settlers 
of  the  Red  River  seek  a  market  for  their  goods  in  the  American  territory  ? — I 
know  that  last  season  500  waggons  left  Pembina  with  their  pork,  their  beef, 
their  lard,  their  wheat,  and  all  their  agricultural  produce,  and  sold  it  at  St. 
Paul's  or  St.  Peter's,  and  brought  back  the  goods  which  they  required. 

2234.  That  is  the  circumstance  which  you  mentioned  to  us  on  the  last  day  ? 
-Yes. 

2235.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice. 1  They  did  so,  as  far  as  you  know,  without  any 
obstruction  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — The  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  were  not  powerful  enough  to  stop  them. 

2236.  Do  you  know  whether  they  tried  to  stop  them  ? — That  is  the  talk  of 
the  country. 

2237.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  The  talk  of  the  country  is  a  very  general  sort  of  term  ; 
can  you  give  us  any  fact  showing  the  views  of  the  Company  r- — No,  I  can  give 
you  no  fact ;  but  I  think  the  best  proof  is  that  north  of  49  degrees  there  is  no 
settlement ;  south  of  49  degrees,  in  Minesota,  there  are  now  180,000  settlers. 
That  district  had  a  population  four  years  ago  of  6,000  people ;  it  has  now 
1 80,000.  Red  River  had  as  large  a  population  20  yenrs  ago  as  it  has  now  ;  I 
think  that  is  a  fact  which  is  proof  enough. 

2238.  Do  you  say  that  the  land  round  Red  River  in  that  whole  district  is 
equally  well  adapted  for  settlement  as  the  Minesota  district? — So  it  has  been 
stated  to  me. 

2239.  You  do. not  know  it  ? — I  do  not  know  it  personally. 

2240.  Mr.  Gregson.]  You  have  never  been  there?- — Never.  The  chief 
settlers  in  Minesota  are  Norwegians  and  Swedes,  and  those  people  would  as 
soon  be  under  Canadian  rule  as  under  American,  and  they  would  cross  the 
border  if  allowed. 

2241.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  They  would  cross  the  border  if  encouragement  was 
given  ? — Yes. 

2242.  Mr.  Bell.]  How  near  to  the  border  have  they  settled  ? —Very  close  up. 

2243.  St.  Paul's  is  200  to  250  miles  from  the  border  ?  — Every  year  they  are 
closing  further  and  further, 

2244.  Mr.  Adderlei/.]  Do  you  know  the  country  of  Minesota  ? — No,  I  have 
not  been  further  north  than  Dubuque,  in  Iowa. 

2245.  Mr.  Gordon.]  How  do  you  know  that  the  settlements  are  closing  up 
to  the  British  boundary? — I  know  that  those  people  would  as  soon  be  under 
Canadian  rule  as  under  American. 

2246.  That  is  not  my  question.  You  said  that  you  knew  that  the  American 
ettlers  were  settling  up  close  to  the  British  boundary  ;  how  do  you  know  that  ? 

— From  common  report.     There  was  a  lecture  delivered  in  Chicago  ;  I  will 
enclose  it  to  the  Chairman  ;  it  may  give  some  information. 

The  Honourable  Charles  William  Wentworth  Fitzwilliam,  a  Member  of  the 

Committee ;  Examined. 

2247.  Chairman.]  I  believe  you  have  recently  passed  some  time  in  British  Hon.  c.  W.  IF. 
North  America?— It  is  three  years  since  I  came  back  from  America.  In  the  Fitzmhiam,  m.p. 
winter  of  1852-3  I  was  in  Oregon  and  Vancouver's  Island.  '       ^ 

0.25.  P  2248.  How 
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Hon.  C.  TF.  H^.        2248.  How  long  did  you  remain  in  Vancouver's  Island? — I  was  there  two 

lit-Mdliam,  M.p.    months,  the  months  of  March  and  April. 

■--'49-  What  opinion  did  you  form  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  that  island,  and 

5  March  1857.  ^f  j^g  capabilities  for  becoming  a  place  of  settlement  for  •  Europeans  ? — The 
climate  appeared  to  me  particularly  adapted  for  settlement  by  Englishmen.  It 
yeemed  to  resemble  very  much  the  climate  of  England,  though  perhaps  in 
winter  not  so  cold  as  it  is  here  ;  and  in  summer,  from  a  letter  which  I  have  just 
received,  it  must  be  considerably  hotter.  The  soil  is  generally  productive, 
although  in  places  rocky  ;  the  country  is  divided  into  wood  and  prairie  country  ; 
the  prairies  are  parklike ;  extensive  grounds,  stretching  into  the  wood. 

2250.  Did  you  go  much  about  the  island? — I  was  up  as  far  as  Nanimo, 
where  there  is  a  coal  mine,  about  80  miles  to  the  north  of  Fort  Victoria,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  island ;  and  I  was  about  ten  miles  on  the  coast  to  the  west. 

2251.  Did  you  hear  much  about  the  coal  mines  there,  so  as  to  form  any 
opinion  as  to  their  probable  productiveness  ? — When  I  was  there  they  were 
working  a  six  feet  seam  of  coal,  at  a  depth  of  about  40  feet ;  it  was  close  on  the 
shore  ;  within  20  yards  of  the  shore. 

22.52.  It  is  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Vancouver's  Island,  I  believe? — Yes. 

22.53.  Is  there  not  an  easy  communication,  by  means  of  a  valley  that  almost 
cuts  the  island  in  two,  from  the  place  where  the  coal  mines  are  to  a  good 
harbour  on  the  western  side  of  Vancouver's  Island  ? — I  do  not  believe  that  that 
country  has  ever  been  explored  ;  but  I  should  imagine  there  was  from  Nanimo, 
across  to  Nittinat  Sound. 

2254.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Which  part  did  you  say  had  not  been  explored  ? 
— Hardly  any  of  the  interior  of  the  island  has  been  explored. 

2255.  I  understood  you  to  speak  of  the  west  coast  not  having  been  explored  ? 
— On  the  west  coast,  I  believe,  it  has  not  been  explored  ;  at  least  it  had  not  been 
then. 

2256.  Chairman.]  Was  the  timber  fine  in  the  part  of  the  country  that  you 
saw  ? — The  fir  timber  was  magnificent. 

2257.  The  harbours  are  excellent,  are  they  not? — Yes;  the  Esquimault 
harbour  is  the  finest  harbour  I  ever  saw. 

2258.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  that  on  the  east  side  or  the  west  ? — All  the  country 
I  am  now  speaking  of  is  within  the  Straits  of  Fuco. 

2259.  Chairman.]  What  opinion  have  you  of  that  country  with  regard  to 
its  resources,  as  to  fisheries  ?  —  Nobody  who  has  not  seen  the  enormous 
quantity  of  fish  can  possibly  credit  the  value  and  extent  of  the  fisheries.  I  do 
not  know  the  number  of  barrels,  but  many  thousand  barrels  of  salt  salmon 
are  sent  annually  from  Victoria  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  depot  at 
the  Sandwich  Islands. 

2260.  Do  the  neighbouring  seas  abound  with  other  fish,  besides  salmon  ? — 
Herrings  are  very  numerous  indeed.  To  give  some  idea  of  how  numerous  they 
are,  the  method  of  catching  herrings  is,  that  two  Indians  go  in  a  canoe,  one 
paddling  in  the  stern,  and  the  other  standing  in  the  bow.  The  Indian  in  the 
bow  has  a  lath  of  wood  about  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  studded  with  nails.  He 
scoops  down  into  the  water  and  impales  the  fish  on  those  nails.  In  two  or 
three  hours  they  get  a  fair  load  in  the  canoe. 

2261.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  the  settlement  which  is  now  there,  as 
far  as  you  could  judge  r — It  was  in  a  very  primitive  state.  There  were  no 
roads  except  those  made  immediately  round  tlie  fort,  and  pne  from  the  head  of 
Esquimault  Harbour  to  Captain  Laiigford's  house.  Captain  Langford  is  the 
bailiff,  I  believe,  for  the  Puget  Sound  Farming  Company. 

2262.  Did  much  advance  seem  to  have  taken  place  in  colonising  or  settling 
the  country  ? — Comparatively  speaking,  very  little.  On  the  other  side  of  Puget 
Sound,  on  the  mainland  in  Oregon,  where  I  believe  it  had  only  been  settled 
two  or  three  years  before  the  island  was  granted  to  the  Company,  there  were 
farms  of  considerable  extent. 

2263.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  American  country? — Yes;  from  what  is 
now  Columbia  City,  or  Fort  Vancouver,  all  the  way  across  to  Olympia,  at  the 
head  of  Puget  Sound.  Of  coarse  the  farms  were  not  continuous ;  in  a  country 
like  that  you  do  not  find  farms,  as  we  do  in  England,  one  touching  the  other. 

2264.  Did  ycu  travel  through  that  country  on  the  American  side  from  Fort 
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Vancouver  to  Olyrapia  ?— I  travelled  by  canoe  from  Fort  Vancouver  to  the 
Cowlets,  and  then  across  from  there  to  Olympia  and  to  Nisqually. 

2265.  There  are  a  good  many  Indians,  I  beUeve,  in  Vancouver's  Island  ?— On 
the  coast  of  the  island ;  there  are  none  in  the  interior ;  they  inhabit  the  coast 
entirely  ;  they  are  fishing  Indians,  and  live  on  fish  and  potatoes. 

2-266.  Do  they  live  in  no  degree  upon  hunting?— I  believe  not;  they  have 
very  few  offensive  weapons  ;  no  bows  or  arrows,  and  I  believe,  generally  speak- 
ing, no  guns. 

2267.  They  are  not  a  warlike  race  then  at  all?— They  are,  to  a  certain  extent, 
warlike ;  they  make  war  in  canoes,  but  I  think  they  generally  fight  hand  to 
hand,  and  not  with  missiles. 

2268.  Mr.  Edward  Ellke^  Do  you  know  the  Cowichan  valley? — The 
Cowichan  valley  is  about  40  miles  from  Fort  Victoria,  on  the  east  coast ;  the 
Cowichan  Bay  is  a  deep  bay  with,  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  bay,  low  land,  and 
on  the  north  side  are  high  mountains  ;  it  must  be  a  very  productive  valley 
indeed,  from  th(-  great  quantities  of  potatoes  which  I  saw  traded  there  by  the 
Company  and  by  other  trades  when  I  was  there. 

22t'9.  You  were  not  in  the  valley? — No;  when  I  was  there  it  was  almost 
dangerous  to  land  there ;  it  was  just  after  the  execution  of  two  Indians  for 
murder. 

2270.  Chairman.']  Do  you  know  what  was  the  number  of  the  European 
community  settled  in  Vancouver's  Island  when  3'ou  were  there  ? — I  do  not 
know  exactly,  but  I  should  think  that  the  numbers  of  Kurapeans  and  half- 
breeds,  considering  them  all  as  white  men,  were  about  300. 

•J271.  Did  you  hear  any  causes  assigned  for  the  number  of  settlers  there 
having  increased  so  little? — I  think  one  principal  cause  is  the  distance  at  which 
it  is  from  the  mother  country. 

2272.  Did  you  hear  the  attractions  of  California,  as  a  gold-producing  country, 
assigned  at  all  as  a  reason  for  their  not  having  increased  more  ? — I  think  all 
those  who  got  up  as  ftir  north  as  Vancouver's  Island  would  not  turn  south  and 
go  to  San  Francisco,  but  they  would  be  more  likely  to  go  over  to  the  main 
land,  which  they  could  do  very  easily  in  canoes,  where  they  would  get  as  much 
employment  as  they  could  want  at  very  remunerative  wages. 

2273.  Would  not  settlers  who  are  in  doubt  where  to  go,  who  might  have 
been  induced  to  go  to  Vancouver's  Island,  have  gone  to  California  on  account  of 
the  gold  ? — I  do  not  think  that  a  sufficient  number  crosses  the  equator  in  that 
direction  for  me  to  form  any  opinion  upon  that  subject. 

2274.  Did  you  travel  about  any  other  part  of  North  America? — I  was  all 
through  the  States  on  the  Missouri  river,  as  far  as  Port  Pierre.  I  crossed  the 
Rocky  Mountains  twice,  and  was  in  California,  and  also  in  i\ew  Mexico. 

2275.  You  were  not  in  the  territory  managed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany ?  — No  ;  not  north  of  the  Boundary  Line. 

2276.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  You  stated  that  the  interior  of  Vancouver's  Island  had 
never  been  explored  at  all ;  did  you  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  systematic 
attempt  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  country  by  the  Govern- 
ment there  ? — I  do  not  think  that  there  was  any  systematic  attempt. 

2277.  Do  you  not  consider  it  very  desirable  that  an  island  of  that  importance 
should  be,  in  a  cei  tain  measure,  surveyed  ? — Certainly  1  do  ;  for  I  think  it  is 
the  most  valuable  possession  in  the  Pacific.  If  you  take  the  map  of  the  Pacific 
you  will  see  that  the  only  safe  harbours  in  the  Pacific  exist  in  Vancouver's. Island, 
with  perhaps,  the  exception  of  Acapulco  and  San  Francisco.  The  enirance  to 
the  harbour  in  the  Columbia  River  is  excessively  dangerous,  and  ships  are  fre- 
quently detained  there  even  for  weeks  in  the  winter  time. 

2278.  Had  Captain  Langford  never  made  any  attempt  to  explore  the  island? 
— Only  immediately  round  his  house. 

2279.  ^i*i  ^^  express  a  desire  that  he  should  have  powers  given  him  for 
that  purpose  ;  did  he  think  it  necessary  himself? — Yes,  I  think  the  colonists 
generally  wished  that  some  exploration  of  the  country  should  be  made. 

2260.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Was  not  Captain  Grant  there  when  you  were 
there  ? — Not  then  ;  he  had  left  a  little  before. 

2281.  Do  you  know  that  he  was  appointed  by  the  Colonial  Govtrnment, 
in  concert  with  the  Government  here,  as  the  surveyor  of  the  island,  for  the 
purpose  of  surveying  it? — I  do  not  know  that  he  was,  I  forget  the  name  of 
the  gentleman  who  was  surveyor  to  the  Company  then. 
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2282.  There  was  a  surveyor  to  the  Company  then  ? — Yes. 

2^83.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  Yon  stated  that  there  was  a  considerable  difficulty  in 
landing  at  a  certain  point,  owing  to  the  excitement  among  the  Indians  ? — That 
was  in  Cowichan  Bay. 

2284.  Which  is  part  of  Vancouver's  Island  ? — Yes. 

2285.  What  were  the  circumstances  which  rendered  your  landing  dangerous  r 
— A  short  time  before  I  arrived  there,  a  Cowichan  and  a  Nanimo  Indian  had 
killed  either  one  or  two  shepherds. 

2286 .  Europeans  ?— Yes  ;  I  believe  they  were  Europeans.  Mr.  Douglas,  aided 
by  Captain  Kuper,  of  the  "  Thetis,"  took,  these  men,  and  they  were  tried  and 
hung  for  the  murder;  they  were  hung  at  Nanimo. 

2287.  That  created  great  excitement  among  the  other  Indians  ?— Yes. 

2288.  And  it  was  considered  not  safe  at  that  time  to  land  ?— I  certainly  did 
not  think  it  safe  myself,  because,  if  I  had  landed,  I  should  have  had  to  land 
alone ;  and  as  I  could  not  speak  Cowichan,  and  those  Indians  did  not  under- 
stand signs,  I  did  not  wish  to  risk  myself  there. 

2289.  Have  any  attempts  been  made,  as  far  as  you  know,  for  the  civihzation 
or  instruction  of  these  natives  r — i  think  none. 

2290.  Have  you  heard  of  any  missionary  being  on  the  island  at  all  r — 
Mr.  Stains,  the  chaplain  to  the  Company,  was  then  on  the  island,  and  there 
was  a  Roman  Catholic  bishop. 

22QI.  You  are  not  aware  that  any  means  were  being  used,  or  that  any 
schools  were  in  existence  ;  there  was  no  settlement  of  Indians  there  ? — The 
Indians  there  live  in  permanent  villages ;  they  are  not  a  migratory  tribe  like 
those  on  the  main  land,  but  they  live  in  villages  on  the  shore. 

2292.  You  would,  therefore,  consider  that  it  would  be  easier  to  provide 
for  their  instruction  than  it  would  be  in  the  case  of  the  wandering  Indians? — 
I  think  so. 

2293.  Chairman.]  -Are  they  employed  on  the  coal  mines  at  all? — No. 

2294.  Mr,  Edward  Ellice.]  Vancouver's  Island  is  about  as  lai'ge  as  England, 
is  it  not  ? — I  should  think  it  is  as  long  as  England  proper,  but  not  so  wide. 

2295.  Sir  Jolm  Pakington.~]  Is  Victoria  the  only  European  settlement  there? 
— Yes,  the  only  town. 

2296.  Do  the  300  English  and  half-breeds,  of  whom  you  spoke,  reside  at 
Victoria  ? — No,  not  all ;  some  of  them  reside  on  farms  in  the  neighbourhood. 

2297.  Am  1  right  in  presuming  that  those  farms  are  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Victoria  ? — All  within  12  miles  of  it. 

22y8.  Substantially,  there  is  only  one  English  settlement  in  Vancouver's 
Island? — Exactly  so. 

2299.  Is  that  English  settlement  of  Victoria  situated  upon  the  very  fine 
harbour  of  which  you  have  spoken  ?  — No,  not  exactly  on  it ;  it  is  situated  on 
a  small  harbour  which  runs  in  a  little  to  the  east  of  Esquimault ;  going  by  land 
it  is  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  harbour. 

2300.  To  what  extent  did  you  yourself  obtain  any  personal  knowledge  of 
Vancouver's  Island? — 1  was  at  the  coal  mines  at  Nanimo. 

2301 .  How  far  are  they  from  Victoria  ? — They  are  about  80  miles,  on  the  east 
coast. 

2302.  I  apprehend  that  those  coal  mines  practically  constitute  a  settlement, 
do  they  not  ? — Yes.     I  forgot  tiie  settlement  at  the  coal  mines. 

2303.  What  is  the  number  of  Europeans  who  are  settled  at  the  coal  mines  ? 
— I  do  not  believe  there  were  more  than  10  when  I  was  there. 

2304.  What  was  the  aggregate  population  there  ? — I  do  not  believe  there 
were  more  than  10  persons  altogether  at  the  coal  mines. 

2305.  Do  you  mean  that  the  coal  mines  are  worked  by  10  persons  ? — There 
were  only  four  men  then  working  in  the  mine. 

2306.  Without  the  assistance  of  any  Indians  or  half-breed  ?  — Yes,  except  one 
or  two  just  to  wind  up  the  coal. 

2307.  How  far  from  the  coast  is  the  coal  mine  at  Nanimo  ? — Twenty  yards. 

2308.  Then  the  coals  are  all  conveyed  by  sea,  of  course? — Yes;  a  500  ton 
ship  can  come  within  10  yards  of  the  shore  ;  within  40  yards  of  the  mouth  of 
the  pit. 

2309.  On  which  coast  is  Nanimo  ? — On  the  east  coast. 

2310.  Within  the  straits?— Yes;  all  the  country  I  am  speaking  of  is  within 
the  Straits  of  Fuco. 

231 1.  Are 
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2311.  Are  those  straits  throughout  easy  of  navigation;  is  it  a  pretty  bold, 
safe  coast ;  say  from  Victoria  to  Nanimo,  is  it  a  safe  navigation  ? — It  is  rather 
an  intricate  navigation,  for  it  is  through  a  cluster  of  islands  the  way  I  went,  by 
canoe  and  steam -boat. 

2312.  You  have  spoken  of  a  500  ton  ship  ;  is  the  water  deep  ? — Yes. 

2313.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  navigating  a  500  ton  ship  from  Victoria  to 
Nanimo  ? — Not  with  propelling  power. 

2314.  Do  you  know  the  total  number  of  Indians  in  Vancouver's  Island? 
—No. 

2315.  I  understood  you  to  state  that  they  were  peaceable,  and  for  the  most 
part  unarmed  ? — I  should  say  they  are  for  the  most  part  unarmed.  1  do  not 
believe  in  the  peaceableness  of  any  Indian. 

2316.  Will  you  explain  that  answer  ? — I  believe  thai  any  Indian  will  take  any 
and  every  advantage  he  possibly  can. 

2317.  What  I  mean  rather  is,  not  whether  as  an  uncivilised  man  he  would 
take  advantage,  but  whether  the  Indians  of  Vancouver's  Island  have  evinced 
any  disposition  to  be  aggressive  towards  the  European  settlers,  or  whether  they 
have  lived  peaceably  with  the  European  settlers  ? — I  think,  generally  speaking, 
they  have  lived  peaceably  with  them,  as  far  as  I  can  understand. 

23 1 8.  They  are  not  what  you  would  comparatively  speak  of  as  a  savage 
tribe  of  Indians  r  —No  ;  they  are  not  to  be  compared  with  the  Blackfeet. 

2319.  JVJr.  EelL]  Irom  what  you  say,  the  coalmines  are  not  at  all  in  active 
operation  ? — No  ;  they  were  not  when  I  was  there. 

2320.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.^  Of  what  time  do  you  speak  with  reference  to  that 
coal?— 1853. 

.2321.  Are  you  aware  that  very  shortly  after  the  coal  was  discovered  there 
was  an  intention  shown  to  begin  to  work  it : — Yes. 

2322.  Are  you  not  aware  that  there  are  now  60  or  70  miners  employed  ? — 
I  am  not  sure ;  but  when  I  was  there  I  know  that  niiners  were  expected  out, 
in  the  "  Otter,"  I  think. 

2323.  Mr.  Gordon  ]  What  class  of  persons  were  the  settlers  of  whom  you 
have  been  talking ;  were  they  persons  who  had  come  from  England,  or  persons 
who  had  settled  there  from  America  ;  had  any  come  from  the  opposite  coast  ? 
— J  think  very  few ;  some  American ;  had  come  for  job  work. 

2324.  Where  had  the  white  population,  such  as  it  was,  come  from? — From 
England,  generally  speaking. 

2325.  What  inducements  had  brought  those  English  settlers  out  there? — 
Several  had  come  out  as  servants  of  the  Puget  Sound  Farming  Company,  and 
were  acting  as  bailiffs  and  servants  on  that  farm  ;  they  had  been  brought  out 
in  the  Company's  ships. 

23-26.  You  do  not  think,  then,  that  any  of  the  settlers  there  had  come  out 
attracted  by  the  advantages  of  the  island  itself ;  they  had  come  out,  as  it  were, 
accidentally  in  some  capacity,  and  then  they  remained  there  I — I  think  only 
one  had  come  out  to  settle. 

2327.  Was  any  encouragement  given  to  settlers  to  come ;  was  there  any 
effort  made  to  induce  other  settlers  to  come  ? — I  think  not. 

2328.  Mr.  Edward  Ellke.']   You  do  not  know  that  to  be  the  fact  ? — No. 

2329.  Mr.  Gordon.'\  Do  you  happen  to  know  at  what  price  land  was  pro- 
cured there  ? — Land  was  sold  at  1  /.  an  acre,  according  to  the  assignment  of 
the  island  to  the  Company  by  the  Government.  1  he  Company  received  10  per 
cent,  of  that,  and  the  remaining  90  per  cent,  was  to  be  expended  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  island.  • 

2330.  Do  you  know  when  that  coal  mine  of  which  you  have  spoken  was  first 
discovered  ? — At  the  end  of  1852,  I  think. 

233 1 .  Have  you  often  travelled  with  American  fur  traders  ? — Yes. 

2332.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  observing  whether  they,  in  their 
traffic  with  the  Indians,  make  great  use  of  spirituous  liquors  as  a  means  of 
barter?— I  think,  generally  speaking,  they  do  not  use  liquors. 

2333.  Is  there  any  penalty  in  force  if  it  is  proved  that  they  have  made  use 
of  them  ? — A  very  heavy  one. 

2334.  Have  you  ever  seen  that  heavy  penalty  practically  enforced  ? — I  cannot 
say  that  I  have  seen  it ;  but  1  have  heard  that  a  man  whom  I  wished  to  employ 
had  been  detected  trading  in  liquor,  and  had  been  taken  down  from  Fort 
Lararay  on  the  Plat  to  the  States. 

0.25.  p  3  -^zyj-  ^s 


Hon.  C.  W.  W. 
Fitzteilliam,  m.  p. 


5  March  1857. 


]i8 


MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Hon.  C.  W.  W. 
FitzwiUiam,  m.  p. 


March  1857. 


2335.  As  a  prisoner  ? — As  a  prisoner. 

2336.  Chained? — I  believe  so. 

2337.  Then  do  you  believe  that  that  regulation  is  practically  carried  out?  — 
I  think  it  is,  where  they  have  the  power  to  do  so. 

2338.  Mr.  Percy  Herbert.']  You  spoke  of  the  anchorage ;  that  ships  of  500 
tons  could  lie  off  the  coal  mine  ? — Yes. 

2339.  Is  that  a  secure  and  extensive  anchorage  ? — It  is  not  an  extensive 
anchorage  exactly  opposite  the  coal  mine  ;  it  is  perfectly  secure,  and  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  it  there  is  anchorage  for  any  number  of  ships  that  choose 
to  go  there. 

2340.  Is  the  supply  of  coal  supposed  to  be  very  large  ? — It  had  not  been 
explored  very  much  when  I  was  there,  but  thev  were  then  working  a  six-feet 
seam,  which  seemed  to  descend  into  the  ground  instead  of  rising  to  the 
surface.         > 

2341.  Viscount  Sandon.]  I  think  there  are  some  islands  between  Vancouver's 
Island  and  the  mainland  ? — Yes. 

2342.  Have  you  been  on  them  ? — I  have  camped  on  some  of  them. 

2343.  Are  they  capable  of  cultivation  ? — Yes,  I  think  so. 

2344.  They  are  just  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  1  think,  opposite  Victoria? 
— They  are  not  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour. 

2345.  Just  opposite  ? — Not  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  ;  they  are  to 
the  back  of  the  harbour. 

2346.  Mr.  Edward  cilice.]  Are  not  those  the  islands  now  in  dispute  between 
the  American  Government  and  our  own  ? — Yes. 

2347.  Mr.  Adderley.~]  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  the  administration  of 
the  island,  the  government,  or  the  magistracy  ? — There  was  a  governor  appointed 
by  the  home  Government,  Mr.  Douglas,  and  he  had  a  council  of  five  to  aid 
him  in  the  government  of  the  island. 

2348.  Is  he  at  all  under  the  control  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?  —He  is 
a  chief  factor  in  the  Company. 

2349.  Was  he  appointed  by  the  Company  ? — No  ;  not  by  the  Company,  but 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Company. 

2350.  What  are  the  magistracy,  or  how  is  the  law  enforced  there  r-  -Mr. 
Douglas  appointed  magistrates.  1  do  not  know  exactly  whether  they  enforced 
the  law  as  it  would  be  enforced  'in  England,  but  they  made  some  attempt  to 
do  so. 

2351.  There  are  tribunals  in  the  island  in  case  of  breaches  of  the  law? — 
The  offenders  are  brought  up  before  the  magistrates  whenever  such  a  case 
occurs.  ^ 

23)2.  Have  tlie  Company  done  anything  by  way  of  settling  the  land? — I  do 
not  think  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  itself  actually  has,  but  the  Puget 
Sound  Farming  Company,  which  is  composed  of  members  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  has  taken  out  settlers  there,  and  has  cultivated  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  land. 

2353.  Is  that  Puget  Sound  Company  entirely  merged  in  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  or  is  it  a  separate  Company? — It  is  a  separate  Company,  I  believe, 
composed  altogether  of  members  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  that  is  how 
it  was  explained  to  me. 

2354.  So  that  the  whole  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company  is  merged  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — Yes ;  all  the  members  of  it  are  officers  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

2355.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  You  do  not  state  that  as  a  fact,  do  you  ? — I  was 
informed  so. 

2356.  Mr.  Adderley.]  Do  the  Company  occupy  lands  as  belonging  to  them- 
selves besides  the  land  which  they  have  sold? — I  think  they  had  a  few  fields  in 
cultivation  close  to  the  fort  for  their  own  supplies. 

2357-  Are  the  public  buildings  at  the  harbours,  and  the  wharfs,  and  so  on, 
retamed  by  the  Company  as  their  own  property  ? — There  are  no  public  buildings, 
and  no  wharfs,  but  those  which  belong  to  the  Company. 

2358.  Do  the  Company  claim  a  royalty  upon  the  mines  ? — Yes.  I  am  speak- 
ing of  1853. 

2359.  i^o  you  know  whether  they  are  taking  any  steps  whatever  to  advertise 
immigrants  ? — 1  have  never  seen  any  advertisement  of  the  sort. 

2360.  You   talked  of  a  surveyor   being  appointed :  how  did  it  come  to  pass 

that 
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that  that  surveyor  was  appointed,  and  yet  that  no  survey  took  place  ? — He     Hon.  C.  W.  ir. 
seemed  to  me  to  be  mostly  engaged  in  determining  the  latitude  and  longitude    F'txwilham,  m.  p. 
at  different  points  of  the  island,  w^hich  was  most  useless  for  the  benefit  of  the       ~'     ;    ~ 

colonists.  5  March  .8,7. 

2361 .  Was  he  paid  by  the  Company  f  —  Yes. 

2362.  From  what  quarter  do  you  think  that  the  settlement  of  that  country 
will  naturally  come;  from  the  sea  side  or  from  the  land  side?  Supposing 
it  was  perfectly  free  for  colonisation,  and  that  there  were  no  rights  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  acting  as  any  obstacle  to  emis;ration  from  any  portion 
of  the  world,  do  you  think  it  likely  that  it  would  be  settled  gradually  from  the 
sea,  or  that  a  population  would  grow  up  from  the  United  States  to  it  r — 1  think 
that  in  all  probability  it  would  be  settled  from  the  sea ;  that  emigrants  would 
sail  from  here. 

2363.  Do  you  know  that  portion  of  the  United  States  called  Columbia? — 
I  have  been  through  the  Washington  and  Oregon  territories ;  there  are  very 
few  roads  there,  and  most  of  the  communication  is  by  water. 

2364.  Does  the  population  at  all  increase  in  that  direction  r — Vastly. 

236,5.  Towards  the  borders? — Yes,  up  along  the  shores  of  Puget  Sound,  by 
Nisqually. 

2366.  Is  there  any  speculation  in  those  fisheries  of  which  you  spoke,  further 
than  the  mere  fishing  in  canoes  ;  is  there  any  appearance  of  companies  being 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  speculating  in  those  fisheries  ? — None  whatever,  'i'he 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  traded  the  fish  from  the  Indians,  and  annually  sent 
down  a  great  deal  of  salt  fish  to  their  depot  at  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

2367.  Do  the  Company  claim  a  monopoly  of  that  fishery  ;  do  they  claim  the 
exclusive  right  of  fishery  upon  the  coasts  of  Vancouver's  Island  ? — They  do 
not  fish  themselves;  the  Indians  are  the  fishermen,  and  they  trade  their  fish 
to  the  Company. 

2368.  Have  the  Company  a  monopoly  in  that  trade?-— No,  I  should  not  say 
that  they  have  a  monopoly  there,  for  when  I  was  at  Cowichan  there  was  an 
opposition  going  on  at  the  time. 

2369.  From  what  quarter  was  it  ? — A  settler  on  the  island,  a  Mr.  Cooper,  was 
trading  then.  I  think  he  had  got  some  goods  up  from  San  Francisco,  and  he 
was  trading  to  San  Francisco  at  the  time. 

2370.  Mr.  Grogan?\   In  fish? — Mostly  in  lumber  to  San  Francisco. 

2371.  Mr.  Adilerlty.]  Was  Mr.  Cooper  a  man  who  had  purchased  land  from 
the  C!ompany  ?— Yes,  he  had  a  farm  there  ;  he  had  about  1 5  acres  in  cultivation 
-then,  and  would,  I  dare  say,  before  the  year  was  out,  double  that. 

:^372.  Do  you  know  Nootka  Sound? — No. 

2373.  I  suppose  that  is  a  notoriously  fine  harbour  ? — I  beUeve  so. 

2374.  Can  you  state  what  is  the  nature  of  the  coal  which  you  have  seen  ;  is 
it  a  good  coal  r — It  is  an  excellent  coal,  very  Hke  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire 
coal. 

2375.  And  that  is  a  vein  very  near  the  surface  ? — Yes. 

2376.  Mr.  Grogan.]  What  did  you  say  were  the  productions  that  the  settlers 
were  raising  when  you  were  there ;  you  spoke  of  the  Indians  raising  a  great 
quantity  ot  potatoes  ;  was  corn  reared  ?— Wheat  was  raised. 

2377.  Was  it  a  safe  crop?— Yes,  I  believe  so. 

2378.  Were  there  any  other  cereal  crops  besides  wheat  ? — Oats  and  barley. 

2379.  Have  you  any  doubt  whatever  that  they  would  grow  there  just  as  well 
as  they  do  in  ttiese  cHmates? — None  whatever. 

2380.  Chairman.]   In  short,  it  is  a  very  fine  soil  and  climate,  is  it  not?  — 

Yes. 

2381.  Sir  John  Paldngton.]  At  what  time  of  the  year  wei-e  you  there  ?— In 

March  and  Apiil. 

2382.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Were  there  any  number  of  settlers  who  had  purchased 
land  from  the  Company,  or  was  Mr.  Cooper  an  isolated  case? — I  think  Mr. 
Cooper  was  an  isolated  case ;  he  was  in  partnership  with  a  farmer,  Mr.  Blenk- 
horn,  who  was  by  far  the  most  energetic  settler  on  the  island ;  he  was  a  man 
who  had  been  in  Australia  for  several  years,  and  afterwards  came  back  to 
England,  and  then  went  out  with  Mr.  Cooper  to  the  island. 

2  ;!^3.  In  fact  there  are  no  number  of  settlers  going  there,  or  in  the  island 
at  present?— No,  except   those  who  are  brought  out  by  the  Puget  Sound 

Company.  „„q      ti, 
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2384.  The  settlers  whom  you  have  described  to  us,  and  those  in  and  about 
Fort  Victoria,  were  all  the  servants  or  attaches  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company, 
were  not  they  ?— Do  you  mean  immediately  about  the  fort,  because  the  settle- 
ment is  very  small. 

2385.  You  describe,  that  besides  the  fort,  taking  a  radius  of  10  or  12  miles 
round  the  fort,  there  were  a  good  number  of  settlements  where  cultivation  was 
going  on  ? — Yes. 

2386.  I  call  that  the  settlement  generally ;  were  they  principally  the  ser- 
vants of  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  or  was  there  any  body  of  independent 
settlers  ? — Mr.  Cooper  was  the  only  free  settler,  as  they  term  it  there,  on  the 
island. 

2387.  The  only  independent  settler? — The  only  independent  settler;  all 
the  others  were  connected  either  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  or  with 
the  Puget  Sound  Company ;  many  of  the  officers  of  the  Company  had  bought 
farms,  and  were  cultivating  them. 

2388.  Mr.  Adderley.]  Had  they  paid  the  Company  ? — I  do  not  know  whether 
money  had  passed  or  not. 

2389.  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  cases  of  the  Company  allotting  land 
free  of  price  to  their  officers  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question. 

2390.  Chairman.]  Is  there  anything  which  you  wish  to  add  to  the  evidence 
you  have  given  ? — I  wish  to  hand  in  the  following  letter  which  1  received  from 
Mr.  Cooper. 

[^Tke  same  was  delivered  in,  and  is  as  folloirs :] 

Sir,  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  21  February  1853. 

I  BEG  to  hand  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Captain  Kuper,  c.b.  (Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Thetis  ").     Also  accompanying  it,  is  the  document  alluded  to. 

I  have,  &c. 
Honourable  C  W.  Wentworth  Fitzwilliam.  (signed)         James  Cooper. 


Sir,  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  3  January  1853. 

Enclosed  is  a  document  I  beg  leave  to  forward  for  your  inspection,  and  as  one  of  the 
many  instances  of  injustice  that  we  are  compelled  to  submit  to. 

The  two  men  whose  signatures  appear  in  the  document  were  under  contract  to  cut  and 
square  wood,  to  complete  the  cargo  of  the  vessel  lying  in  this  port  countersigned  to  me. 
The  governor  compelling  them  to  join  in  the  expedition  now  absent  (though  perfectly 
cognizant  of  their  engagement),  leaving  me  with  an  impossibility  of  replacing  them,  con- 
sequently the  vessel  is  detained  here  much  longer  than  she  otherwise  would  be,  under  almost 
ruinous  circimistances. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  make  any  comment  upon  the  above  further  than  this  :  that 
it  possibly  may  be  legal,  but  it  is  not  either  just  or  generous. 

I  have,  &c. 
Captain  A.  L.  Kuper,  O.B.,  (signed)         James  Cooper. 

H.  M.  S.  «  Thetis." 


Victoria,  December  1852. 
I  HEREBY  solemnly  swear  that  Mr.  Douglas  compelled  me  to  join  in  the  expedition  now 
about  to  take  place  on  the  coast  of  this  island,  under  penalty  of  being  banished  from  the 
colony.     The  threats  held  out  were  in  these  words  :    "  If  any  man  is  afraid  to  go,  he  may 
stop,  but  must  leave  the  island." 

his 
Bazil  X  Batimean. 
mark. 


Witness,  James  Cooper. 
„         Thomas  Cooper. 


his 
Charbono  x 
mark. 


Mr.  J.  IsUster, 


Mr.  Alexander  Isbistcr,  called  in;  and  Examined. 

2391.  Chairman.]  I  believe  you  have  directed  your  attention  for  some 
time  past  very  much  to  the  aftairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  have. 

2392.  What  is  your  personal  connexion  with  that  country? — I  am  a  native 
of  that  country,  and  passed  the  greater  portion  of  the  first  20  years  of  my  life 
in  that  territor}-. 

2393.  Were 
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2393.  Were  you  ever  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— For     Mr.  A.hhi^ter^ 
about  three  years.  - 

2394-    Where  were   you  when  you  were   engaged  in  the   service   of  the     5  March  1837. 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?-  In  the  district  called  the  Mackenzie  River  district ; 
the  most  northerly  district. 

2395'  In  what  capacity  ? — I  was  a  clerk,  or  a  postmaster,  a  junior  officer  in 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  service. 

2396.  In  what  year  was  that  ?— In  the  years  1838,  1839,  and  1840,  I  think  ; 
I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  date  ;  but  it  was  about  that  time. 

2397.  What  induced  you  to  leave  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? 
— 1  wished  to  come  to  England  to  complete  my  education  ;  I  was  desirous  of 
obtaining  a  University  education,  and  of  qualifying  myself  for  a  profession. 

2398.  You  did  not  leave  the  Service  of  the  Company  in  consequence  of  any 
dispute  r — Not  by  any  means  ;  I  had  no  dispute  at  all  with  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  have  no  personal  complaint  whatever  against  them. 

2399.  When  did  you  return  to  that  country  ? — I  have  not  been  back  since. 

2400.  You  were  born  there,  and  as  a  child  you  lived  there  r — Yes. 

2401.  What  was  your  age  when  you  left  ? — I  was  very  young  ;  under  20. 

'  2402.  In  what  year  did  you  leave  ? — ^To  the  best  of  my  recollection  about 
1841,  I  think ;  1  am  not  quite  sure  ;  or  1842  ;  it  is  many  years  since  I  left  the 
territory. 

2403.  During  the  whole  of  those  three  years  for  which  you  were  in  the 
service  of  the  Company,  you  were  at  the  Mackenzie  River,  were  you  not  r — 
During  the  three  years  that  I  was  in  the  Company's  service.  I  had  travelled 
through  portions  of  the  territory  before  that ;  but  I  was  very  young  at  the  time. 

2404.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  Red  River  Settlement,  for  instance  ? 
— Yes  ;  I  was  at  school  there  as  a  boy,  and  I  have  a  little  property  there,  for- 
merly belonging  to  my  father,  which  came  to  me  ;  I  was  also  there  one  year 
after  I  left  the  Company's  service. 

2405.  You  have  since  that  time,  I  believe,  devoted  a  great  deal  of  attention 
to  the  affairs  of  this  Company  ? — Very  great. 

2406.  What  opinion  have  you  been  led  to  form  with  regard  to  the  general 
character  of  the  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  of  these  territo- 
ries?— Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  is  unfavourable  to  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  the  country,  and  also  to  the  enlightenment  and  progress  in  civiliza- 
tion of  the  inhabitants. 

2407.  To  begin  with  the  first  point,  namely,  the  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  country,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  in  what  way  you  think  the 
system  pursued  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  operates  in  that  respect  ? — It 
is  an  obstruction  to  the  colonising  spirit  of  those  settlers  who  are  in  the  terri- 
tory ;  the  Company  have  not  made  any  efforts,  at  least  such  efforts  as  I  think 
they  might  have  made,  to  provide  a  market  for  the  settlers  that  are  in  it ; 
and  they  have  thrown  obstacles,  according  to  the  statenaent  of  the  settlers  at 
least,  which  is  confirmed  by  official  documents  in  my  possession  here,  in  the 
way  of  an  export  trade  in  tallow  and  hides  from  the  wild  animals  in  the 
prairies  ;  they  have  also  interfered  in  many  ways  with  the  efforts  of  the  settlers 
to  get  up  an  export  trade  with  the  United  States,  the  only  outlet  which  is  open 
to  the  Red  River  Settlement. 

2408.  Do  you  believe  that  there  is  any  considerable  portion  of  the  territory, 
now  administered  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  would  be  colonised 
and  settled  within  any  moderate  period  of  time,  say  20  years  for  instance,  if 
those  obstructions  were  removed? — As  far  as  we  can- judge,  from  the  Canadian 
newspapers,  there  is  an  evident  intention,  on  the  part  of  the  Canadians,  to  go 
up  into  that  territory  through  the  Une  of  lakes  and  rivers  which  connect  Lake 
Superior  with  Lake  Winnipeg.  There  appears  to  be,  fortunately,  a  cliain  of 
rivers  which  are  well  adapted  for  settlement,  between  Lake  Superior  and  Lake 
Winnipeg. 

2409.  Then  you  beheve  that  that  district  of  country  would,  if  these  obstruc- 
tions of  which  you  have  spoken  were  removed,  be  more  or  less  settled  in  the 
course  of  a  certain  number  of  years  ?— I  believe  so ;  more  especially  if  the 
Canadians  were  allowed  to  participate  in  the  fur  trade,  which  I  beUeve  it  is 
their  desire  to  do. 

2410.  You  say,  "to  participate  in  the  fur  trade;"  what  would,  in  your 
opinion,  be  the  effect  of  throwing  open  the  fur  trade  indiscriminately  to  any 

0.25.  Q.  one 


122  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Mr. A. Isbistir.  one  who  chose  to  enter  into  it? — I  have  thought  over  that  question  a  great 
deal,  especially  in  reference  to  the  Indians.     1  may  at  once  state  that  my  chief 

5  March  1857,  object,  in  connecting  myself  with  this  movement  at  all,  was  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  native  and  half-caste  Indians  in  the  Red  River  Settlement. 
I  believe,  upon  the  whole,  that  if  a  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  could  be  estab- 
lished, and  could  be  possibly  made  to  consist  with  the  enlightenment  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Indians,  a  monopoly  would  be  best ;  but  I  am  afraid  that  under 
the  present  circumstances  a  monopoly  is  impossible.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
Canadians  would  allow  a  monopoly  to  be  established  in  that  territory.  You 
are  quite  aware  that  they  have  laid  a  claim  to  that  territory,  and  I  believe  they 
have  a  legal  right  to  it. 

241 1.  What  territory  are  you  speaking  of? — The  Hudson's  Bay  territory. 

2412.  Irrespectively  of  that  claim,  and  adverting  merely  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Indians,  what  do  you  think  would  be  the  effect  of  throwing  open  the  fur 
trade  indiscriminately  to  all  comers  ? — In  some  respects  the  Indians  would  be 
benefited ;  I  see  no  objection  but  one  :  that  is,  that  there  might  be  a  possibility 
of  spirituous  liquors  being  introduced  into  that  territory  in  greater  quantities 
than  they  now  are  introduced. 

24 1 3.  Do  you  believe  that  they  are  introduced  in  any  considerable  quantity  ? 
— I  have  very  great  reason  to  believe  so. 

2414.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  entire  territory,  or  only  of  those  parts  of  the 
territory  that  adjoin  the  settled  districts  ?  —From  the  most  correct  information 
that  1  can  procure,  I  believe  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compjany  have  discontiiiiiued 
the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  in  the  northern  portions  of  their  territories,  but  that 
in  the  country  south  of  the  SaskaLchawan,  and  down  to  the  frontier,  spirituous 
liquors  are  either  given  or  bartered ;  at  any  rate  supplied  to  the  Indians  ;  there 
are  facts  to  prove  it,  which  I  have  here. 

2415.  With  regard  to  the  fur  trade,  merely  looking,  at  it  as  a  trade,  do  you 
believe  that  if  the  trade  was  indiscriminately  thrown  open  to  everybody  the 
consequence  would  be  the  destruction  of  the  fur-bearing  animals  or  not  r — I 
think  not ;  I  think  that  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  even  in  the  western  states 
of  the  United  States  the  fur  trade  is  still  carried  on  to  a  very  great  extent ;  I 
believe  there  is  now  a  fur  merchant  in  London,  Mr.  Lampson,  who  is  the  agent 
for  the  American  Fur  Company  and  for  the  American  fur  traders  ;  I  believe 
his  sales  are  quite  as  large  as  those  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  but  the  furs 
are  inferior  in  value;  they  are  of  a  coarser  description,  as  all  furs  in  southern 
latitudes  are. 

2416.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Does  that  remark  apply  to  all  furs,  or  to  a  par- 
ticular sort  of  furs  ?— The  aggregate  of  Uie  sales,  I  believe,  is  about  the  same  as 
that  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

2417.  Do  those  sales  include  all  sorts  of  furs,  or  are  they  specially  confined 
to  one  or  two  descriptions  of  animals  ? — I  believe  they  include  all  sorts  of  furs, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  informed. 

241 8.  Chairman.]  Are  you  at  all  aware  of  what  has  been  taking  place  during 
the  last  few  years  in  the  United  States  ;  of  the  wars  that  have  been  going  on 
between  the  white  and  the  red  man,  and  of  the  bloodshed  that  has  so  been 
occasioned  '( — Yes ;  I  have  read  many  accounts  of  these  wars. 

2419.  They  have  been  very  dreadful,  I  believe  ? — They  have. 

2420.  There  has  been  absolute  peace,  has  there  not,  in  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territory  between  the  white  and  the  red  man  ? — ^The  numbers  of  Indians  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  territories  are  so  few  that  there  could  not  have  been  any  great 
wars.  As  stated  by  Sir  George  Simpson,  the  other  day,  I  think  the  whole 
number  of  the  Indians  in  the  thickwood  countries,  as  he  called  them,  was  only 
about  30,000  odd ;  and  when  that  is  distributed  over  such  an  immense  area,  it 
is  impossible  that  these  Indians,  so  distributed,  could  get  up  a  war. 

242 1 .  You  believe  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  United  States  to  be  far  more 
numerous  ? — Yes,  and  of  a  far  more  warlike  character. 

2422.  In  fact,  it  is  a  country  more  fitted  for  the  subsistence  of  human  beings  ? 
— Decidedly  so. 

2423.  Should  you  have  no  apprehension  that,  in  this  vast  territory  now 
subject  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  if  there  was  an  uncontrolled  admissian 
of  whites,  to  trade  in  furs  in  that  territoiy,  there  would  not  spring  up  wars 
between  the  white  and  the  red  man  of  a  very  atrocious  character? — I  do  not 
see  any  probability  of  it,  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  do  not  pretend  to 

control 
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control  these  Indians  ;  and  they  do  not  pretend  to  exercise  any  influence  over     Mr.  A.  hbuter. 
them  so  far  as  I  am  aware.  '  ' 

2424.  Do  they  not  practically  exercise  a  very  great  influence  over  the  In-     5  March  1857. 
dians? — They  may. 

2425.  Do  they  ? — I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

2426.  You  do  not  beUeve  that  they  do  ? — I  do  not  believe  that  they  do.  I 
have  never  seen  any  instances  in  which  they  hare  any  practical  influence  of 
that  kind  which  you  speak  of ;  their  influence  is  entirely  connected  with  trade  ; 
I  do  not  beUeve  that  they  have  anything  else  to  do  with  the  Indians  than  pro- 
cure furs  at  the  cheapest  rate  they  can,  and  deal  with  them. 

2427.  You  do  not  think  that  they  exercise  their  influence  to  keep  order  in 
the  country,  and  to  uphold  justice,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  uphold  justice 
through  so  great  an  extent  of  country,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are 
placed  ? — I  believe  it  is  a  principle  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  administra- 
tion not  to  interfere  in  the  quarrels  or  disputes  of  tribes  at  all,  or  to  interfere 
as  httle  as  possible.  If  any  aggressions  are  made  upon  the  whites  bv  the 
Indians,  then  they  punish  them  severely. 

2428.  In  short,  in  your  opinion,  the  interests  of  the  red  man  would  not  suffer 
if  the  whole  territoiy  was  thrown  open  to  white  men,  without  any  restriction  or 
control  ? — I  think  they  would  not,  if  there  was  a  guarantee  that  spirituous 
liquors  should  not  be  introduced  into  the  territory ;  if  there  were  proper  means 
for  preventing  it. 

2429.  Do  you  beheve  that  it  would  be  possible,  if  rival  traders  were  compet- 
ing with  one  another  in  the  chase  of  these  fur-bearing  animals,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  the  Indians,  to  prevent  or  restrain  those  parties  thus  com- 
peting with  one  another  from  having  recourse  to  the  supply  of  spirits  to  the 
Indians,  which  is  the  most  attractive  means  of  influencing  them  ? — I  believe  it 
would  be  difficult,  but  not  impossible ;  at  least,  to  a  very  great  extent.  I  be- 
lieve the  practice  in  the  American  Fur  Company's  territories,  if  I  may  use  the 
term,  that  is,  in  those  portions  of  the  territories  occupied  by  Americans,  is  to 
allow  no  person  to  trade  in  furs  without  a  licence,  which  licence  is  forfeited  upon 
the  finding  of  any  spirituous  liquors  in  the  possession  of  the  trader  ;  one  trader 
is  set  to  watch  the  other ;  they  have  each  an  interest  in  informing  upon  each 
other  ;  and  I  believe,  upon  the  whole,  that  spirituous  liquors  are  not  largely 
used.  I  have  here,  rather  a  remaikable  paper  ;  a  complaint  by  the  American 
Government  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  supplying  spirituous 
liquors  in  large  quantities  to  the  Indians  ;  a  complaint  addressed  to  our  Govern- 
ment, and  printed  here  in  the  form  of  a  Parliamentary  Paper. 

2430.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  What  is  the  date  of  it? — 1850.     {The  Witness     Firfe Appendix. 
delivered  in  the  same.) 

2431 .  Chairman.']  You  believe,  then,  speaking  in  the  interest  of  the  red  man, 
that  it  would  be  for  his  advantage  that  the  monopoly  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  in  fur  trading  should  be  abolished,  and  that  the  country  should  be 
thrown  open  to  the  unlimited  competition  of  any  persons  who  might  wish  to 
engage  in  it  ?  ~  I  should  not  like  to  express  a  very  decided  opinion  upon  the 
point.  I  should  very  much  like  to  hear  the  evidence  of  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's 
Land,  and  the  clergymen  who  have  been  in  that  territory,  before  I  would  express 
any  distinct  opinion  upon  the  matter. 

2432.  You  have  considered  these  questions  for  a  great  many  years  ;  have 
you  not  formed  a  decided  opinion  upon  a  point  of  that  description  ?  —I  have 
not. 

2433.  It  is  a  point  on  which  a  great  deal  turns,  is  it  not?— It  is  a  very 
important  point. 

2434.  You  are,  doubtless,  conversant  with  the  state  of  things  which  existed 
in  that  country  when  there  was  competition  in  the  fur  trade  between  two  great 
companies,  the  North-West  Company  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  have 
read  of  the  disputes  that  took  place  between  them. 

2435.  Wliat  was  the  state  of  things  then?— There  was  a  great  deal  of 
disorder  and  violence  in  the  terrritory ;  I  think  that  under  present  circumstances 
these  disorders  would  not  arise  again  ;  there  was  an  absence  of  any  controlling 
power  in  the  country  in  those  times  ;  there  were  co  clergymen  nor  missionaries  ; 
there  was  no  public  opinion  of  any  sort  or  kind. 

2436.  You  think  that  there  could  be  an  efficient  system  of  control  established 
0.25.  Q  2  which 
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Mr.  A.  Mister.  wWch  would  prevent  those  evils  for  the  future  ? — By  extending  the  Canadian 
Government  over  those  territories,  not  otherwise. 

5  Marcli  1857.  2437.  Do  you  think  that  the  Government  of  Canada  could  undertake  to  keep 
peace  and  order,  and  to  enforce  a  proper  system  of  check  and  control  over  this 
vast  territory,  which  would  prevent  these  evils  ? — If  they  did  not  I  should  not 
recommend  the  territories  being  thrown  open. 

2438.  Do  you  think  that  the  Canadian  Government  could  do  it  ? — I  believe 
it  is  their  wish  to  do  it ;  I  believe  they  could  undertake  it,  because  that  ter- 
ritory is  now  practically  governed  from  London  :  why  should  it  not  be  governed 
from  Toronto  much  more  easily  ? 

2439.  -^t  present  it  is  governed  from  London  by  a  company  who  have  a  mono 
poly  of  the  trade,  and  have  their  servants  scattered  all  over  the  country  ? — 
Precisely. 

2440.  It  would  then  be  governed  by  an  authority  at  Toronto  which  would 
have  no  trading  interest  in  the  matter,  but  would  have  the  duty  of  keeping 
order  through  all  this  vast  territory  ;  that  would  be  the  difference,  would  it  not  ? 
— That  would  be  the  difference. 

2441.  And  you  believe  that  the  system  would  work  equally  well  ? — A  force 
would  be  required  in  the  Red  River  Settlement,  which  force  would  keep  the 
whole  territory  under  control ;  because  access  to  any  part  of  the  northern  dis- 
tricts there,  is  by  one  outlet  or  one  opening,  the  Saskatchawan  River,  which 
enters  into  Lake  Winnipeg  ;  you  cannot  approach  Mackenzie's  River,  Athabasca, 
or  any  of  those  territories  in  the  north,  except  through  that  one  opening.  A 
custom-house  or  a  little  garrison  established  there  would  exercise  an  effectual 
control  and  supervision  over  everything  which  entered  the  countr}-. 

2442.  What  you  would  propose  would  be  to  join  the  whole  of  this  immense 
territory  on  both  sides  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  colony  of  Canada  ? — I 
am  afraid  that  it  will  come  to  that ;  I  should  hardly  call  it  a  plao,  but  I  am 
afraid  there  will  be  no  other  way  of  settling  the  difficulty. 

2443.  There  would  be  a  considerable  expense  incurred,  I  presume,  in  main- 
taining order  through  so  vast  an  extent  of  country  ? — There  would  he  the 
expense  of  establishing  a  force  at  the  Red  River  territory. 

2444.  There  must  be  posts  scattered  all  over  the  country,  I  presume '! — I 
believe  order  could  be  maintained  without  stationing  those  posts  all  over  the 
country. 

2445.  How  could  the  expense  be  defrayed,  whatever  it  was,  of  governing 
and  administering  the  affairs  of  a  country  of  this  description  r — The  trade  of 
that  country  is  considerable  ;  a  tax  could  be  laid  upon  the  trade  to  defray  the 
expense  of  controlling  and  conducting  it. 

2446.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  not  answer  the  purposes  of  Canada  as  a 
colony  better,  to  have  joined  to  Canada  any  country  in  its  vicinity  over  which  it 
is  at  all  probable  or  possible  that  settlement  should  extend  ?  — I  am  not  prepared 
to  speak  upon  that  point ;  I  only  judge  of  the  sentiments  of  Canada  from  the 
newspapers.  Merely  stating  my  Own  opinion,  I  should  say  that  there  might 
perhaps  be  no  objection  to  it,  and  that  the  arrangement  on  the  whole  might 
be  a  beneficial  one,  taking  the  territory  gradually  as  they  required  it. 

2447.  But  do  you  think  that  it  would  be  expedient  or  advisable  to  join  Van 
couver's  Island,  for  instance,  to  the  colony  of  Canada  ? — Vancouver's  Island  is 
quite  a  different  consideration  ;  I  think  there  ought  to  be  a  separate  colony 
there. 

2448.  With  regard  to  the  country  on  the  mainland  adjoining  Vancouver's 
Island,  which  may  be  adapted  for  the  purposes  of  settlement,  would  it  not  be 
more  convenient  that  that  should  be  made  a  colony,  and  that  its  inhabitants 
should  manage  their  own  affairs,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  go  to  Toronto  for 
that  purpose  ? — I  think  the  whole  of  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
must  be  administered  from  Vancouver's  Island,  if  it  is  thrown  open.  The 
Canadians  may,  however,  think  differently. 

2440.  Then  you  are  speaking  merely  of  Rupert's  Land  ? — Merely  of  Rupert's 
Land ;  the  territory  to  the  north  of  Canada.  I  believe  it  is  our  interest  to 
people  that  country,  because  the  United  States  are  fast  peopling  the  territory 
along  the  frontier,  and  they  will  have  that  territory  from  us  unless  we  do 
people  it. 

2450.  You  think  that  it  would  not  be  enough,  if  such  an  arrangement  could 
be  made,  to  take  away  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  any  such  territory  as 

could 
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could  be  made  use  of  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  for  a  long  time  to  come ;     Mr.  A.  Mister. 

but  that  it  would  be  also  desirable  to  take  from  them  that  portion  of  their  terri-        

tory  which  could  only  be  applied  for  the  purposes  of  the  fur  trade,  and  to  throw     5  March  1857. 

it  open  to  unrestricted  competition  ? — I  am  looking  at  the  inducements  which 

would  lead  emigrants  into  that  territory  ;  I  do  not  think  they  would  go  from 

Canada  to  the  Red  River  Settlement  merely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  land  ; 

they  could  get  land  in  abundance  in  Canada.     If,  therefore,  our  object  is  to 

people  that  territory,  we  must  hold  out  an  inducement  to  them  by  throwing 

open  the  fur  trade  to  them.     But  even  otherwise  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to 

enforce  a  monopoly  in  that  territory ;  you  cannot  do  it.     If  you  throw  open 

Red  River  to  the  Canadians,  you  throw  open  the  fur  trade  practically.    There 

is  no  means  of  preventing  those  people  going  there ;  you  may  just  as  well  talk  of 

establishing  a  monopoly  in  the  gold  fields  of  Australia. 

2451.  You  think,  whatever  the  difficulties  are,  that  those  difficulties  must  be 
coped  with  ? — I  think  so  ;  there  is  the  case  of  the  Red  River  Settlement ;  they 
have  gone  into  the  fur  trade  in  spite  of  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  it  is  a  very  insignificant  colony.  I  have  now  a  statement  of  the 
furs  which  were  sent  out  from  the  Red  River  district  by  way  of  the  United  States. 
They  are  forcing  a  channel  through  there. 

2452.  Am  I  rightly  representing  your  opinions  as  amounting  to  this,  that 
you  consider  the  thing  inevitable,  that,  whether  we  wish  it  or  not,  the  fur  trade 
will,  by  the  progress  of  events,  be  thrown  open  to  competition  ? — That  is  my 
4jpinion. 

2453.  But  that  you  are  doubtful,  if  it  could  be  prevented,  of  the  effects  that 
such  a  change  would  produce  upon  the  interests  of  the  Indians,  as  far  as  they 
are  concerned  ? — Yes ;  1  wish  to  reserve  my  opinion  upon  that  point. 

2454.  You  referred  to  a  paper  giving  an  account  of  the  fur  trade  going  on  with 
the  Americans  ? — The  trade  going  on  between  the  Red  River  Territory  and 
the  United  States. 

2455.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.~\  What  is  that  paper  to  which  you  refer  1 — An 
-extract  from  a  newspaper  which  has  been  put  into  my  hands  within  the  last 
two  days.  If  it  is  received  as  evidence,  I  shall  feel  bound  to  give  the  date,  and 
the  name  of  the  paper.  It  is  evidently  an  authentic  document  as  far  as  a 
newspaper  statement  can  be  so  :  "  Here  are  a  few  interesting  Minesota  items. 
The  towns  along  the  western  bank  of  the  Mississippi  are  rapidly  improving  in 
trade  and  population.  A  new  land  office  is  soon  to  be  opened  at  Buchanan, 
near  the  head  of  Lake  Superior.  St.  Lawrence  is  the  name  of  a  new  town,  15 
miles  above  Shakopee,  on  the  Minesota  River.  Trade  between  St.  Paul  and 
^Superior  is  quite  brisk.  The  total  amount  of  peltries  from  the  Pembina.  Red 
River  region,  exported  from  St.  Paul,  Minesota,  for  1856,  is  as  follows  :— 64,292 
rats;  8,2/6  minks;  1,428  martens;  876  foxes;  3,600  coons;  1,045  fishers;  10 
wolverines;    364  badgers;    2,032  wolves;    405  otter;    2,542  rit-foxes  ;    610 

•<3eer"  (skins  probably)  ;  "  20  cross-fox ;  8  silver  fox ;  50  lynx ;  7,500  buffalo 
robes,  and   586  pounds  of  beaver ;   worth,  in  the  aggregate,  about  97,000 
■dollars." 

2456.  You  do  not  consider  yourself  responsible  for  that  statement? — No,  it 
is  simply  a  newspaper  statement. 

2457.  Mr.  Kinnaird.~\  Is  it  from  an  English  or  an  American  paper  r — ^It  has 
only  been  sent  to  me  within  the  last  two  days,  and  in  that  form.  I  have  written 
to  ask  where  it  is  extracted  from,  and  of  course,  if  it  is  received  as  evidence,  I 

■shall  be  able  to  state  in  a  few  days. 

2458.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Do  you  credit  it,  from  the  other  sources  of  information 
which  are  open  to  you  r — I  do. 

2459.  y^v.Grogan.]  I  believe  you  had  a  long  correspondence  with  the  Colonial 
Office  relative  to  a  petition  to  Her  Majesty  which  was  sent  from  the  Red  River 
Settlement  some  years  ago  ?— Yes.  I  laid  that  petition  before  Lord  Grey. 
I  was  myself  resident  at  the  time  in  England  ;  but  I  am  not  responsible  for  the 

.statements  of  that  petition  in  any  way.  I  believe  them  to  be  true  ;  and  I  pro- 
duced evidence  in  the  course  of  those  papers  to  support  the  statements  made  by 
the  petitioners  as  far  as  I  could, 

2460.  Am  I  to  understand  that  you  were  concerned  in  getting  up  the  evidence 
which  is  contained  in  these  papers  ?— Yes,  but  not  in  getting  up  the  petition ; 
I  had  no  connexion  with  the  petition. 

0.25.  Q3  2461.  I  refer 
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Mr.  4.  isMster.         246 1 .  I  refer  to  a  variety  of  papers  that  were  inclosed  which  were  forwarded 

to  the  Colonial  Office  in  support  of  that  petition  from  Red  River? — Yes. 

5  March  1857.         2462.  You  got  up  this  evidence  to  back  up  the  statements  of  the  petition  r — 
Precisely. 

24ti3.  You  have  no  question  or  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of  these  papers  ? — 
No,  unless  there  are  some  misprints ;  there  are  some  misprints  in  the  course 
of  them. 

2464.  In  page  78  of  the  Parliamentary  Paper  entitled  "  Correspondence 
relative  to  Complaints  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Red  River  Settlement,"  there 
are  the  names  of  five  retired  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  some 
very  strong  statements  are  there  contained  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  them. 

2465.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  servants  yourself? — The  last  two  I  knew 
personally  ;  as  to  the  other  three,  I  know  where  they  are  just  now,  and  know 
their  friends,  and  know  them  to  be  respectable  persons. 

2466.  Have  you  any  doubt  whatsoever  of  their  being  trustworthy  and  truthful 
men? — None  whatever. 

2467.  And  )0U  place  full  confidence  in  their  statements  ? — In  the  statements 
given  here  I  do  ;  they  agree  with  my  own  observations  and  experience. 

246s.  Will  you  turn  over  to  page  80:  "Are  there  any  schools  for  the  instruction 
of  the  natives  where  you  have  been  ?"  appears  to  have  been  a  question  sent  to 
these  five  servants  ? — Yes. 

2469.  They  respectively  answer,  "  I  do  not  know  of  any."  "  None."  '•  There 
are  no  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  natives."  "  None  at  the  posts  I  have 
been  at."  "  A  school  was  lately  established  at  Norway  House."  Does  the  state- 
ment there  correspond  with  your  knowledge  of  that  Red  River  Settlement,  and 
of  the  general  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  regard  to  the 
education  of  the  people  ? — It  is  perfectly  true,  I  believe,  to  this  day,  as  far  as 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  concerned.  Tliat  is  making  a  distinction 
between  the  schools  established  by  the  missionaries  and  the  schools  established 
by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  of  which  there  are  none  that  I  know  of,  with 
the  exception  of  on«  at  the  Red  River  Settlement,  an  academy  established  for 
the  education  of  the  children  of  the  officers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
and  under  the  charge  of  the  bishop. 

2470.  It  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  bishop  ;  but  who  is  at  the  expense  of 
the  school? — ^Tiie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  contribute  100  /.  a  year  towards  the 
school ;  but  it  is  a  self-supporting  school ;  pupils  pay,  1  think,  about  30  l.  a  year 
to  it ;  it  is  a  school  of  a  superior  class. 

2471.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Were  you  yourself  educated  there  ? — I  was. 

2472.  Mr.  Grogan.']  And  you  had  to  bear  your  shareof  the  contribution? — Yes. 

2473.  With  the  exception  of  the  contribution  of  100/.  a  year  to  that  school 
of  a  superior  class,  is  there,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  any  school  in  the 
territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  assisted  by  them  ?  —  I  know  of  none. 

2474.  Mr.  Edward  Ellke.j  Are  you  speaking  of  the  period  when  you  were 
there  ? — As  far  as  my  information  extends  down  to  the  present  time. 

2475.  Mr.  Grogaii.]  Are  you  now  speaking  of  the  state  of  things  at  the  time 
you  were  there? — Ves;  and  I  believe  the  same  state  of  things  exists  at  the 
present  day. 

2476.  The  evidence  you  have  just  given  us  was,  in  the  first  instance,  confined 
to  your  own  knowledge  ;  it  is  some  time  since  you  left  the  settlement .? — It  is 
some  time. 

2477.  Have  you  been  in  close  communication  and  correspondence  with  any 
of  the  settlers  in  that  locality  since  that  time  r— Ever  since,  down  to  the  present 
time  ;  continuously  ;  uninterruptedly. 

2478.  Do  you  conceive  yourself  in  a  position,  by  reason  of  that  corres- 
pondence, to  speak  of  the  state  of  the  settlement  at  present  ? — I  do. 

2479-  You  have  no  doubt,  whatever,  that  you  represented  the  opinions  of  the 
settlers  in  the  correspondence  with  the  Colonial  Government  in  1849? — No 
doubt  whatsoever.  And  I  may  mention,  that  since  that  time,  in  the  last  three 
or  four  years,  a  portion  of  my  family  who  were  resident  at  Red  River  have  come 
over,  and  are  now  living  with  me,  and  they  of  couisehave  given  me  more  recent 
information, 

2480.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  I  think  you  said,  that  with  reference  to  those 
complaints  of  which  you  were  the  organ,  you  were  not  responsible  for  the 
statements  contained  in  them  "-  —  Not  for  the  petition. 

2481.  Mr. 
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2481.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  But  I  suppose  you  hold  yourself  responsible  for  every     Mr.  A.  Isbister. 
part  of  the  evidence  which  you  are  now  giving  as  your  own  opinion  ? — I  do.  

2482.  Mr.  Grogan^  I  referred  you  to  page  80  under  the  head  of  the  question,      5  Marct  1857. 
"■  Are  there  any  schools  for  the  instruction  of  the  natives  where  you  have  been  ? " 

There,  are  five  answers  of  these  five  servants,  which,  down  to  1849,  vou  believe 
to  be  literally  correct  ?— Yes,  I  do, 

2483.  Are  you  able  to  say  whether,  at  the  present  date,  you  consider  that 
those  answers  would  be  applicable  ?— I  believe  so  ;  with  theexeeption  which  I 
have  formerly  mentioned. 

2484.  Namely,  that  there  is  one  school  to  which  assistance  is  given  of  100  Z. 
a  year  ? — Yes,  and  none  other. 

2485.  The  next  question  is,  "  Are  you  aware  of  any  attempts  of  any  kind 
having  been  made  by  the  Company  to  civilise  the  natives  and  instruct  them  in 
religion  r "  You  have  the  answers  before  you.  No.  1 .  "  They  are  kept  in 
ignorance  and  darkness."  No.  2.  "No."  No.  3.  "None."  No.  4.  "  Not  aware 
of  any."  And  No.  5.  '•  Not  aware  of  any."  Are  you  equally  satisfied  of  the 
correctness  of  these  replies  in  1849  as  you  were  of  the  previous  ones? — 
That  is  my  opinion  at  the  present  time,  distinguishing  between  the  attempts 
made  by  the  Missionary  Societies,  and  partially  assisted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  as  we  heard  the  other  day,  and  the  attempts  made  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  themselves. 

2486.  You  say  the  missionaries  partially  assisted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. Can  you  define  it  more  accurately  ? — 1  heard  it  stated  the  other  day,  in 
reply  to  a  question  of  this  nature,  that  the  Company  give  certain  sums  of 
money,  varying  from  50/.  to  150/.,  to  missionaries.  I  know  that  these  are 
given  to  the  missionaries  individually  ;  that  no  account  is  exacted  of  the  expen- 
diture of  these  sums  ;  that  no  returns  are  made  to  the  Company  of  the  way  in 
which  education  may  be  advanced  by  these  sums  ;  that  they  are  given,  in  fact, 
to  the  missionaries,  and  not  to  the  missions,  and  are,  upon  the  whole,  rather 
an  impediment  to  them  than  otherwise. 

2487.  Chairman.]  How  do  you  mean  '' an  impediment"  to  them? — In  this 
way,  that  it  makes  them  shut  their  eyes  to  many  matters  which  occur. 

2488.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.}  I  believe  those  missionaries  are  not  appointed 
by  the  Company  r^No,  by  no  means ;  they  are  paid  from  other  sources,  and 
these  sums  of  moi^y  are  given  to  them  additionally.  I  am  loth  to  say  so,  but 
they  aire,  in  eifect,  sops  to  the  missionaries. 

2489.  Chairman.]  In  point  of  fact,  do  you  believe  that  Christianity  has  made 
any  progress  a,mong  the  Indian  tribes  ? — I  beKeve  it  has  made  very  rapid 
progress  in  the  last  few  years,  since  the  bishop  went  out  there. 

2490.  Is  that  among  the  tribes  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  settled 
country,  or  far  back  into  the  wilderness  ?— As  far  as  the  Saskatchawan.  I  believe 
that,  at  the  missionary  station,  near  Cumberland-house,  on  the  Saskatchawan, 
the  Indians  have  made  very  great  progress. 

2491.  I  believe  the  settlers  at  the  Red  River  are,  upon  the  whole,  a  very 
moral  and  well-ordered  community,  are  they  not  ? — I  believe  so  ;  especially  the 
English  race,  and  their  descendants. 

2492.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Your  observation  with  regard  to  these  sums  of 
money  being  a  sop  to  the  missionaries,  I  presume,  does  not  apply  to  the  sum 
of  money  that  the  Company  pay  to  the  bishop  i'^The  sum  of  money  that  is 
paid  to  the  bishop  by  the  Company  is  paid  under  an  arrangement  sanctioned 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The  Company  cannot  withdraw  it  if  they  try,  but 
the  others  they  can  withdraw. 

2493.  You  are  aware  that  it  was  a  voluntary  gift  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
pany ? — Yes,  I  believe  it  was ;  on  the  understanding  that  Mr.  Leith's  bequest 
should  be  devoted  to  the  establishment  of  a  bishopric,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany added  a  certain  amount. 

2494.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  You  say  that  the  missionaries  accept  these  sums  from 
the  Company  as  sops  to  close  their  eyes  to  various  things  ? — They  act  as  sops, 
that  is  their  effect  ;•  I  should  be  sorry  to  say  they  were  accepted  as  such. 

2495.  You  say  that  they  are  given  as  sops,  which  induces  them  to  close  their 
eyes  to  various  matters  ;  will  you  kindly  state  to  the  Committee  what  are  the 
various  matters  to  which  they  close  their  eyes? — The  obstructions  which  the 
Company  make  to  the  settlement  of  Indians  around  them.     My  statement  is, 
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Mr.  J.  isUster:    that  the  Company  have  in  various  cases  directly  opposed  and  forbidden  tJie  set- 

— tlement  of  Indians  around  the  missionaries. 

5  March  1857.         2496.  Will  you  kindly  give  us  an  instance  ? — I  believe  a  clergyman  from  that 

territory  is  about  to  be  examined  after  me.    I  will  give  the  names  of  gentlemen 

•who  can  give  instances  :  Mr.  Corbett  and  Mr.  Hillier. 

2497.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Mr.  Corbett,  I  believe,  is  a  gentleman  attending 
here  to  give  evidence  ? — I  believe  he  is.  1  will  name  a  gentleman  from  each  of 
the  societies' which  have  missionaries  in  that  territory ;  they  are  all  in  England, 
and  can  be  brought  up  before  this  Committee.  In  addition  to  the  names  I 
have  given,  there  is  ^Ir.  Barnley,  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  who 
has  written  a  letter  to  me,  which  is  printed  in  this  book ;  this  ("  Fitzgerald's 
Exarifiination  of  the  Charters  and  Proceedings  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.") 

2498.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  You  have  mentioned  one  fact ;  will  you  name  another  ? 
— I  name  three  missionaries  who  can  give  distinct  and  specific  particulars  in 
proof  of  what  I  have  just  stated ;  two  of  them  have  mentioned  to  me  that  the 
Company  directly  and  positively  prohibit  the  settlement  of  Indians  about 
them. 

2499.  That  is  one  point.  You  spoke  in  the  plural :  "  matters."  Can  you 
give  any  of  your  own  knowledge  r — None,  except  as  communicated  to  me  by 
these  parties. 

2500.  Mr.  Adderley.']  You  say  that  you  have  property  in  the  Red  River 
Settlement  ? — A  farm. 

2501.  Did  you  purchase  it  yourself? — Ts'o  ;  it  was  given  to  my  father  before 
me,  and  he  having  been  dead  for  several  years,  it  came  to  me  as  his  heir. 

2502.  When  you  say  it  was  given  to  your  father,  have  you  any  objection 
to  state  to  us  how  it  came  into  his  possession  ? — I  was  quite  a  boy  at  the  time, 
and  I  really  am  not  aware  how  it  came  into  his  possession.  I  have  never 
cultivated  it  to  any  great  extent  myself,  and  have  never  taken  any  great 
interest  in  it ;  it  is  perfectly  valueless  where  it  is  now. 

2503.  I  do  not  wish  at  all  to  pry  into  your  private  affairs,  but  as  far  as  you 
are  inclined  to  tell  us  will  you  state  the  agency  by  which  that  property  is 
managed  ? — I  have  an  uncle  resident  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  who  has  the 
house  and  land  in  charge.  It  happens  to  be  contiguous  to  his  own  property. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  cultivated  to  any  great  extent,  for  land  is  so  valueless 
in  that  territory  that  nobody  will  rent  it,  and  there  it  remains. 

2504.  Is  your  uncle  of  your  own  name  ? — No  ;  it  is  Mr.  Philip  Kennedy. 

2505.  Are  there  many  absentee  proprietors  of  land  there  ?  —  I  believe  not. 
The  fact  is  that  the  land  is  valueless ;  having  no  outlet  for  what  they  raise,^ 
there  is  nobody  that  will  rent  it. 

2506.  What  is  the  nature  of  your  interest  in  that  land;  have  you  the  fee 
simple  r — I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  papers  connected  vnth  it,  at  least  1 
never  inquired  into  it.  It  is  like  most  of  the  land  that  is  held  there  :  held  by 
usage,  I  beheve.  iMy  father  was  an  officer  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.     He  got  this  land  to  retire  upon,  I  beheve. 

2507.  Was  he  in  the  nature  of  a  lessee  to  the  Company,  or  was  he  owner  ? — 
Owner,  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

2,508.  And  you  believe  that  you  are  owner  of  that  land,  and  in  no  way  the 
lessee  of  the  Company  ? — I  believe  so. 

2509.  Is  that  the  usual  tenure  of  land  in  that  neighbourhood? — I  have  a 
land  deed  here  which  will  enable  the  Committee  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  these 

Vide  Appendix,     land  deeds.     I  have  a  land  deed  fully  executed  which  was  sent  to  me  as  a 
specimen. 

2510.  Did  your  father  purchase  the  land  from  Lord  Selkirk  or  from  the 
Company  1 — It  was  not  purchased  ;  I  believe  that  there  was  an  arrangement 
some  time  ago  by  which  persons  who  wished  to  retire  from  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  service  were  entitled  to  a  lot  of  land  if  they  chose  to  take  it. 

2511.  When  your  father  came  into  possession  of  that  property  was  it  in 
Lord  Selkirk's  time,  or  were  the  Company  then  owners  of  the  soil  ? — I  cannot 
say ;  I  was  not  above  1 1  years  of  age  at  the  time,  and  I  cannot  give  any 
explanation  of  any  value. 

251  2.  Have  you  increased  your  property  there  ? — No  ;  not  at  all. 

2,513.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  your  increasing  your  property,  if  you 
wished  to  become  owner  of  the  adjoining  land,  and  to  enlarge  your  estate 
there  ?— One  of  the  clauses  of  this  land  deed  is,  that  no  holder  of  property 

shall 
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shall  stell  it  or  underlet  it,  or  assign  it,  without  the  written  permission  of  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company.    Therefore,  if  I  wished  to  increase  my  property,  by 

buying  the  property  of  my  neighbour,  I  should  have  to  get  the  permission  of     5  March  1857. 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

2514.  Is  the  property  occupied  all  round  your  property  ? — It  is. 

251.').  Do  you  suppose  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  procuring  such  a 
license  to  sell,  if  the  owner  wished  ? — I  do  not  know  that  there  would  ;  I  do  not 
know  that  the  matter  has  ever  been  brought  before  the  Company. 

2516.  You  know  of  no  case  in  which  the  Company  have  been  applied  to  for 
such  a  license  to  sell,  and  have  stood  in  the  way  of  it  ? — I  have  known  of  no 
case. 

2517.  Do  you  believe  that  it  does  impede  the  transfer  of  property? — I  am 
not  aware  that  it  ever  has  impeded  the  transfer  of  property. 

2518.  When  you  talked  of  the  obstruction  to  settlers,  you  talked  rather  of  a 
negative  obstruction,  such  as  the  Company  having  made  no  efforts  to  provide 
a  market ;  are  there  any  positive  obstructions  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  to 
tlie  settlement  of  the  possessions  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  do  not 
know  of  any  case  in  which  land  has  been  appUed  for  in  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment, in  which  it  has  been  refused.  The  obstructions  to  settlement,  that  I 
spoke  of,  were  obstructions  to  procuring  a  market  for  the  produce  of  the 
settlers  ;  negative  obstructions  rather  than  direct  ones. 

2519.  What  is  considered  the  ordinary  price  of  land  there? — It  has  been 
stated  in  evidence  lately,  that  it  was  7  s.  6  d.  I  see  it  stated  by  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Simpson,  in  the  Parliamentary  Papers  which  have  been  referred  to,  at 
page  58,  at  1 2*.  6d.  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson  was  the  accountant  for  the  Red  River 
Settlement  at  the  time  that  he  wrote  this  statement,  as  given  in  his  "  Life." 

2520.  Are  there  any  regulations  passed  by  the  Company,  with  regard  to  the 
system  of  land  sales  ? — None  that  I  know  of,  beyond  the  fact  that  every  person 
who  holds  land  is  required  to  take  out  a  land  deed  of  this  character. 

2521.  Do  you  know,  at  all,  the  terms  on  which  squatting  has  taken  place 
near  any  part  of  the  boundary  of  the  Company's  territories  ? — I  believe  parties 
have  squatted  down,  and  they  have  not  been  molested. 

2522.  Do  you  know  of  any  cases  of  squatting  upon  agreement  between  the 
squatter  and  the  Company  ?  — I  never  heard  of  such  a  case. 

2523.  To  what  did  you  allude  in  the  Canadians  having  laid  claim  to  a  legal 
right  to  a  share  of  the  trade  in  these  territories  ?— They  consider  themselves 
the  legitimate  successors  of  the  French  in  Canada,  who  occupied  the  greater 
portion  of  Hudson's  Bay,  before  the  country  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain  by  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht ;  the  right  of  the  French  to  the  greater  portion  of  the  trade  of 
Hudson's  Bay  was  definitively  acknowledged  by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick.  There 
is  an  express  clause  in  that  treaty,  by  which  the  right  of  France  to  trade  in 
Hudson's  Bay  is  acknowledged.  Some  of  the  old  maps,  several  of  which  are 
in  the  possession  of  the  Geographical  Society,  show  the  extent  of  the  ancient 
possessions  of  the  French  in  Hudson's  Bay. 

2524.  Have  the  Canadians  laid  any  specific  claim  lately  ? — I  understand  that 
they  have  appointed  a  commissioner,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Draper,  to  come  over 
here  to  defend  their  claims,  in  the  event  of  the  legaUty  of  the  charter  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  being  submitted  to  a  legal  tribunal. 

2525.  When  you  suggested  the  annexation  of  this  territory  to  Canada,  and 
the  spread  of  the  Canadian  Governhient  over  this  territory,  I  suppose  you  did 
not  mean  to  suggest  a  forcible  military  occupation  of  this  country  by  forts  or 
posts,  by  the  Canadian  Government,  but  an  administration  of  the  country  by 
a  local  magistracy  ?— Precisely  so ;  for  the  Canadian  Government  to  administer 
the  territory,  in  the  same  way  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  England, 
administer  the  territory,  or  govern  it  in  any  way  that  may  be  considered  most 
advantageous. 

2526.  You  expressed  a  distinct  opinion  that  Vancouver's  Island  and  the 
western  portion  of  this  territory  would  probably  be  best  made  a  separate  colony 
at  first  ? — Yes,  that  is  my  opinion. 

2527.  In  regard  to  the  larger  internal  district,  did  you  mean  that  Canada 
should  be  free  to  extend  itself  gradually,  or  that  it  should  at  once  be  embraced 
within  any  system  of  government  in  Canada? — The  portion  of  territory  to 
which  I  alluded  there  was  the  territory  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  I  stated 
that  I  did  not  think  it  possible  to  prevent  the  Canadians  from  engaging  in  the 
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Mr.  A.  Isbister.    fur  trade,  and  under  those  circumstances  I  think  it  would  be  better  for  the 

_      jurisdiction  of  Canada  to  be  extended  over  that  whole  territory,  in  order  to 

5  March  1857.     prevent  disorders  arising  in  that  territory. 

2528.  But  that  administration  might  be  made  local,  although  the  head 
quarters  of  the  government  were  at  a  distance  in  Canada?— It  must  be  local  to 
a  certain  extent.  I  presume  that  the  Red  River  Settlement,  for  example,  would 
send  representatives  to  the  Canadian  Parliament  immediately ;  that  there  would 
be  townships  erected  in  cultivated  districts  in  the  same  way  as  in  Canada,  and 
that  the  people  living  in  those  settlements  would  spread  themselves  northward 
and  engage  in  the  fur  trade ;  and  that  eventually  the  fur  trade,  which  is  now 
forced  through  the  unnatural  channel  of  Hudson's  Bay,  would  be  brought  down 
through  the  route  that  connects  Lake  Superior  with  Lake  Winnipeg. 

2529.  In  your  opinion  the  distance  of  that  country  from  the  head  quarters  in 
Canada  would  not  impede  a  very  efficient  local  administration  ? — The  distance  is 
not  great.  I  have  the  distances  in  miles  betvvee  nRed  River  and  York  Factory 
and  Hudson's  Bay  on  one  side,  and  between  Red  River  and  Lake  Superior  on 
the  second,  and  between  Red  River  and  St.  Peter's  on  the  third,  comparing  the 
three  routes  to  Red  River. 

2530.  Will  you  state  the  distances  to  which  you  allude  ? — Beginning  from 
Pembina,  which  is  precisely  on  the  boundary  line,  there  are  163  miles  to  the 
mouth  of  Red  River ;  across  Lake  Winnipeg,  300  miles  more  ;  thence  to  York 
Factory,  382  miles;  making  a  total  of  845.  The  route  to  the  Falls  of  St.  An- 
thony, that  is  the  route  through  Minesota,  is  as  follows  :  from  Pembina  to  the 
Sioux  River  is  310  miles. 

2531.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  Whereabout?  is  the  Sioux  ? — It  is  about  half 
way  between  Pembina  and  the  Crow  River ;  thence  to  Crow  River  is  439  miles ; 
thence  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  where  St.  Peter's  is  situated,  1  believe,  is  300 
more ;  making  a  total  of  1,049  miles  from  the  frontier.  From  Pembina  to  Fort 
Alexander,  that  is  down  the  river  and  up  and  across  the  Lake  to  Winnipeg 
River ;  the  Winnipeg  River  is  230  miles ;  up  the  Winnipeg  River  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  is  175  miles ;  across  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  75  miles ;  thence 
to  Fort  WiUiam,  on  Lake  Superior,  is  453  miles  ;  making  a  total  of  933  miles. 
That  is  a  circuitous  route.  A  shorter  route  is  by  going  from  Red  River  direct 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  by  Rat  River  or  Reed  Grass  River,  which  enables  us 
to  avoid  obstructions  in  Winnipeg  River.  It  shortens  the  route  by  405  miles, 
leaving  the  distance  between  the  settled  part  of  Red  River  and  Lake  Superior 
528  miles,  the  shortest  route  of  any. 

2532.  Is  there  a  portage  from  the  Rat  or  Reed  Grass  River  across  to  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods? — There  is  an  actual  outlet,  by  the  account  of  Major  Long,  who 
has  made  a  topographical  survey  of  the  whole  of  that  district ;  he  was  sent 
there  by  order  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  has  published  the  most 
minute  and  reliable  account  of  that  territory  which  we  have. 

2533.  So  that  it  is  a  continuous  water  communication  ? — Yes. 

2534.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  You  just  now  said  that  you  thought  that  that  portion 
of  the  territory  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  should  be  aggregated  to  Canada 
and  submitted  to  its  jurisdiction  ? — Yes. 

2535-  Would  not  .it  be  possible  to  erect  that  territory  into  a  separate  indi- 
vidual colony,  bordering  upon  Canada,  just  as  Minesota  borders  upon  another 
State  in  the  United  States  ? — There  is  not  capital  or  wealth  enough  in  that  ter- 
ritory to  develope  its  resources. 

2536.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  inhabitants  required  to  make  a  territory 
in  the  United  States  ? — I  forget  the  exact  number ;  I  am  not  certain. 

2537.  It  must  begin  at  some  time,  and  would  it  not  be  possible  to  erect  it 
into  a  separate  colony  so  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  inhabitants  got  there 
to  create  a  body  of  persons  subject  to  dominion  ? — The  Red  River  Settlement 
is  now  capable  of  being  formed  into  such  a  territory,  as  far  as  regards  the 
number  of  the  population. 

2538.  Why  would  you  aggregate  it  to  Canada  ? — I  think  it  would  be  more 
advisable,  because  the  Canadians  would  assist  in  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  this  great  territory,  whereas  the  Red  River  settlers  have  not  the 
means  of  doing  justice  to  the  country  in  which  the  settlement  is  placed. 

2539.  How  does  it  happen  that  the  Canadians  would  be  more  able  to 
develope  the  resources  of  the  country,  if  the  country  were  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Government  of  Canada,  than  if  it  were  governing  itself  r —There  would 
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be  a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  the  Canadians  to  open  up  a  communica- 
tion ;  for  example,  between  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Winnipeg.  They  would 
be  directly  interested  in  the  fur  trade,  and  they  would  apply  capital  to  the 
opening  up  of  a  practicable  route,  which  the  Red  River  people  have  no  means 
of  effecting. 

2540.  Would  they  be  more  directly  interested  when  the  country  was  under 
their  own  dominion  than  when  the  country  was  governing  itself  ? — I  believe 
they  would  ;  they  are  asking  for  the  territory. 

2541.  I  suppose  you  are  speaking  of  the  interests  of  individuals,  not  of  the 
interests  of  the  States? — I  am  speaking  of  the  interests  of  the  Canadas  as 
a  province ;  I  think  they  would  be  more  directly  interested  in  the  Red  River 
territory  if  it  formed  a  portion  of  Canada,  if  it  was  called  Canada  North,  for 
example,  than  if  it  was  erected  into  a  separate  State,  as  you  suggest. 

2542.  Then  do  you  suppose  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  are  not  so 
much  interested  in  the  settlement  of  Minesota,  now  that  it  has  become  a 
State,  as  they  would  have  been  if  it  had  been  aggregated  to  Iowa  ? — I  do  not 
think  the  parallel  holds  good  exactly,  for  in  one  case  you  aggregate  one  State 
to  another  State,  but  here  you  aggregate  an  undeveloped  country  to  a  richer 
country  than  itself. 

2,543.  Supposing  Minesota  to  be  a  territory,  do  you  think  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  would  be  more  interested  in  peopling  that^territory  if  it 
were  united  to  Iowa  than  as  a  separate  territory  ? — That  is  a  question  which  it 
is  difficult  to  answer.  I  do  not  think  that  these  considerations  weigh  with 
people  in  settling  Minesota  at  all. 

2544.  Do  you  mean  this,  that  the  government  under  which  the  country  is, 
if  the  country  be  well  governed,  is  not  a  matter  of  consideration  with  private 
adventurers  ? — I  think  that  in  the  United  States  it  is  generally  understood  that 
all  territories  are  governed  pretty  nearly  in  the  same  way  ;  that  a  good  govern- 
ment is  obtained  in  all  the  States. 

2545.  If  there  were  a  good  government  in  that  territory,  and  that  good 
government  were  derived  from  the  people  themselves  rather  than  from  Canada, 
do  you  think  that  there  would  be  the  same  interest  in  the  people  of  Canada  to 
aid  and  assist  in  the  settlement  of  that  country  ? — I  am  not  competent  to 
answer  that  question.  I  can  only  give  my  own  opinion,  which  is  what  I  have 
said  before,  that  there  would  be  a  greater  interest  on  the  part  of  the  Canadians 
in  developing  the  resources  of  that  country  if  it  formed  a  portion  of  Canada 
than  if  it  formed  a  separate  province  ;  for  we  all  know  that  there  is  a  certain 
jealousy  between  the  British  provinces  of  North  America  ;  for  instance,  I  think 
Canada  East  would  do  more  for  Canada  West  than  it  would  do  for  Nova  Scotia, 
which  is  a  separate  province. 

2546.  Lord  Stanley.']  As  I  understand  you,  your  great  object  is  to  obtain  a 
convenient  Hne  of  communication  from  the  Red  River  to  Canada  ?—  Yes,  that 
is  the  great  desideratum  for  those  territories. 

2547.  Red  River  having  at  present  no  outlet  excepting  the  long  and  incon- 
venient one  by  Hudson's  Bay  and  the  one  through  the  United  States  ? — Yes. 

2548.  And  you  think  that  the  resources  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  are  not 
in  themselves  sufficient  to  contribute  materially  towards  the  making  of  such  a 
line  of  communication  ? — I  beUeve  they  are  not. 

2549.  Therefore,  if  the  work  is  to  be  done  at  all,  it  must  be  done  either  by 
the  assistance  of  the  Imperial  Government  or  by  Canada  ?— Precisely  so. 

2550.  Sir  John  PaUngton.']  You  stated  just  now  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany  obstructed  the  settlement  of  Indians  near  the  missionaries ;  did  you  mean 
to  make  that  statement  generally  or  only  with  reference  to  the  Red  River  Set- 
tlement ?— Generally  ;  and  I  referred  to  certain  missionaries  who  could  give 
more  special  information  upon  the  point  than  I  can. 

2551 .  How  do  you  know  the  fact  ? — It  has  been  stated  to  me  by  themselves. 

2552.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  the  settlers  at  the  Red 
River  Settlement  complain  of  the  existing  form  of  government? — They  have 
done  so  ;  they  did  so  when  the  petition  was  sent  over  here. 

2553.  Do  they  still  adhere  to  the  complaint  which  they  made  at  that  time  ? — 
I  believe  they  have  practically  taken  the  government  into  their  own  hands. 

2554.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  any  application  or  complaint  was  ever 
made  to  the  Government  of  America  on  the  subject  ? — There  was  a  petition 
addressed  by  the  Red  River  settlers  to  the  American  Government,  I  believe. 
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2555.  Did  you  ever  see  a  copy  of  that  petition  ? — I  have  a  rough  copy  of  it ; 
but  whether  it  is  authentic  or  not  I  have  no  means  of  saying. 

2556.  You  are  not  able  to  speak  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — No  ;  but  there 
is  a  gentleman  who  can  do  so  ;  Mr.  M'Laughlin. 

2557.  Mr.  Adderley.]  What  is  the  date  of  the  petition  ?— It  was  about_1846, 
at  the  time  of  the  excitement  connected  with  the  Oregon  boundary  question. 

2558.  What  was  the  general  purport  of  the  petition  ?— I  believe  that  they 
desired  the  American  Government  to  annex  the  Red  River  territory  to  the 
United  States,  and  promised  them  assistance  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, in  the  event  of  a  war ;  I  believe  that  was  the  object  of  it. 

2559.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Was  that  John  M'Laughlin  ?— Yea. 

2560.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  How  many  years  were  you  in  the  country  before  you 
left  it?— I  was  there  up  to  about  the  age  of  19,  with  the  exception  of  about 
four  years  that  I  was  at  school  in  this  country  ;  I  was  all  that  time  in  those 
territories. 

2561.  When  you  left  the  territory  you  were  about  20  years  of  age? — 
Under  20. 

2562.  You  had  a  full  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  climate  ?— Yes;  and 
more  especially  from  what  I  have  since  read  of  the  chmate,  and  facts  which  I 
have  collected  bearing  upon  it. 

2563.  Judging  from  your  knowledge  of  the  climate  of  the  country,  how  far 
north  do  you  suppose  it  to  be  a  habitable  country,  and  one  in  which  settlement 
could  be  made  ? — I  have  myself  raised  com  as  far  north  as  Fort  Norman,  which 
is  near  the  Arctic  Circle,  on  Mackenzie's  River ;  I  have  raised  barley  and 
potatoes  there. 

2564.  When  you  use  the  word  "  com,"  do  you  mean  Indian  com  or  cereal  ? 
— Barley  and  oats  ;  chiefly  barley  ;  I  have  also  raised  potatoes. 

2565.  Do  you  know  the  latitude  of  Fort  Norman  ?— It  is  about  latitude  64  or 
65,  I  believe. 

2566.  How  many  miles  is  that  north  of  our  boundary?— I  could  hardly 
answer  the  question  without  reference  to  a  map  ;  it  is  upwards  of  1,000  miles. 

2567.  It  would  be  a  sufficient  territory  to  make  a  large  state  ? — A  very  large 
state  indeed. 

2568.  Mr.  Bell]  Fort  Norman  is  near  the  Great  Bear  Lake,  is  it  not ;  the 
most  northerly  lake  on  the  map  ? — It  is  opposite  the  Great  Bear  Lake. 

2569.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Then  in  your  opinion  settlement  might  extend  to  the 
Great  Bear  Lake  ? — It  is  possible. 

2570.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Is  it  probable  ? — No,  I  believe  it  is  not  probable  ; 
for  there  is  such  an  immense  extent  of  territory  south  of  it  that  it  is  not 
necessary. 

257 1 .  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Taking  half  way,  would  wheat  ripen  half  way  up  to  the 
Great  Bear  Lake  ? — I  have  here  the  limits  of  the  cultivation  of  all  these  cereal 
grains  from  observation.  Wheat  grows  freely,  according  to  the  statement  of 
Sir  John  Richardson,  who  has  paid  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  that  subject,  as 
far  north  as  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchawan  River. 

2572.  The  North  or  South  Saskatchawan  P^There  is  but  one  branch  where 
the  wheat  has  been  tried.  The  southern  branch  is  not  occupied  at  all  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Wheat  grows  occasionally,  but  it  cannot  be  depended 
upon,  at  Fort  Liard,  on  one  of  the  tributaries  of  the  Mackenzie  River.  It  is  the 
most  northerly  situation  which  I  know  where  wheat  has  ever  been  attempted. 
Barley  grows  as  far  north  as  Fort  Norman.  It  has  been  tried  at  Fort  Good 
Hope,  and  has  failed.  The  limit  of  the  growth  of  potatoes  may  also  be  said  to 
be  Fort  Norman.  Although  they  have  been  raised  at  Fort  Good  Hope,  I  believe 
the  crop  may  be  considered  a  failure.  Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  is  cultivated 
in  what  is  called  its  green  state,  between  the  parallels  of  49°  and  51";  beyond 
that  it  is  uncertain. 

2573-  Will  it  ripen  there  ? — It  ripens  very  well  at  Red  River,  which  is  about 
49°,  and  I  believe  it  is  grown  at  Cumberland  House. 

2574.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Does  it  bear  the  grain  at  Red  River? — Yes,  very  large ; 
as  well  as  it  does  in  the  States  of  America.  A  kind  of  rice,  called  "  wild  rice,'^ 
is  grown  in  the  territory  between  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Lake  Superior ;  in  the 
lakes  and  rivers,  in  very  large  quantities  indeed^  It  is  the  chief  food  of  the 
Chippewa  Indians. 

2575.  Mr. 
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2575.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Have  you  seen  the  Indian  grain  ripen  at  Red  Mr.  A.  hbUter. 
River  ? — Repeatedly ;  at  least  the  Indian  corn.  

2576.  Mr.  Roebuck.]   Have  you  ever  been  in  Vancouver's  Island  ? — I  have  5  March  1857. 
not. 

•2577.  Mr.  Adderley.]  Do  you  know  of  any  amelioration  of  climate  by  cul- 
tivation ? — I  have  heard  of  frosts  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  injuring  the 
crops  ;  but  in  my  time  I  never  heard  of  such  cases,  and  I  presume  from  that 
that  the  cultivation  does  ameliorate  the  climate. 

2578.  Mr.  Bell.']  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  fisheries  on  Mackenzie  River  ? 
— Nothing,  except  from  what  I  have  seen  there  myself.  There  is  no  account 
of  the  fisheries  anywhere.  A  few  fish  are  found  in  the  river,  but  it  is  not  a 
productive  fishery. 

2579.  It  is  not  valuable  ? — It  is  not  valuable.  I  presume  you  allude  to  the 
fishery  in  the  river  itself  ? 

25 Bo.  Yes,  or  towards  the  mouth  ? — ^There  is  a  valuable  whale  fishery  to  the 
north  of  it. 

2581.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  regions  where  there  are  whales 
would  be  accessible  to  whalers?— I  believe  that  whalers  have  gone  into  that 
part  round  by  Behring's  Straits.  I  have  not  the  document  by  me,  but  the 
President  of  the  Geographical  Society,  Admiral  Beechy,  in  his  address  to  the 
Geographical  Society,  about  two  years  ago,  gave  a  statement  that  the  United 
States  had  derived  from  that  portion  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  in  the  shape  of  oil  and 
other  materials  from  the  whale  fishery,  a  return  of  about,  I  think,  7jOOO,000 
dollars.     I  cannot  undertake  to  state  the  sum. 

2582.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  porpoise  fishery  near  the  mouth  of  Mac- 
kenzie's River  ? — I  know  that  whales  are  abundant  there,  for  I  have  seen  portions 
of  the  skin  of  the  whale  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians  who  usually  visited 
our  estabUshments. 

2583.  When  you  were  in  the  Mackenzie  River  district,  were  spirits  intro- 
duced among  the  Indians  ? — Not  in  the  Mackenzie  River  district. 

2584.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Will  you  look  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie 
River.     Do  you  see  Baring  Island  just  beyond  it  ? — I  know  Baring  Island. 

2585.  Was  not  that  the  place  where  Captain  McClure  was  laid  up  for  so 
many  years  and  nearly  lost  ? — Yes  ;  the  large  Baring  Island,  for  there  are  two. 

2586.  It  is  in  the  Arctic  Sea  ? — Yes. 

2587.  Mr.  Bell.'\  That  is  considerably  north  of  the  mouth  of  Mackenzie  River  ? 
—Yes,  and  to  the  east  considerably. 

2588.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  The  navigation  off  the  mouth  of  Mackenzie  River 
is  not  free,  is  it  ? — That  bay  is  generally  open  in  the  summer. 

2589.  How  do  you  get  at  it  ? — By  Behring's  Straits. 

2590.  Is  it  always  accessible  from  Behring's  Straits  ? — There  are  no  means 
of  ascertaining  that :  it  has  been  got  at  through  Behring's  Straits,  and  also 
through  Mackenzie's  River.  Franklin  passed  from  Mackenzie's  River  up 
towards  Behring's  Straits,  and  PuUen  and  others  came  from  Behring's  Straits 
to  Mackenzie's  River. 

2591.  Do  Captain  CoUinson's  and  Captain  McClure's  accounts  lead  you  to 
suppose  that  there  is  a  free  navigation  generally  through  Behring's  Straits  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River?— I  have  seen  nothing  to  disprove  the  im- 
pression on  my  mind  that  that  part  of  the  Arctic  Ocean  is  generally  open  and 
accessible,  but  I  know  that  it  is  not  accessible  more  to  the  north  of  that. 

2592.  Mr.  Bell]  What  sort  of  a  river  is  Mackenzie  River ;  is  it  a  navigable 
river  ? — A  very  fine  large  navigable  river. 

2593.  To  what  distance  up  from  the  mouth  is  it  navigable  without  rapids  or 
other  obstructions  ?— There  is  one  immaterial  obstruction  near  Fort  Good  Hope. 
I  know  of  no  other,  until  you  come  to  the  Great  Slave  Lake. 

2594.  Do  you  mean  that  vessels  of  any  considerable  size  could  pass,  with  the 
exception  of  that  obstruction  at  Fort  Good  Hope,  into  the  Slave  Lake  ?— Yes, 
without  any  interruption  whatsoever ;  it  is  a  beautiful  river. 

2595.  Mr.  Adderley.]  For^  how  many  months  in  the  year  is  it  so  navigable  ? 
— The  ice  opens  at  Fort  Simpson,  which  is  the  first  fort  from  the  Great  Slave 
Lake,  about  the  beginning  of  May.  1  should  say  that  it  opens  at  the  mouth  in 
about  a  month  after,  and  it  closes  about  October,  generally. 

2596.  Mr.  Bell]  From  the  Slave  Lake  into  Athabasca  Lake,  up  the  Slave 
River,  is  there  much  obstruction  ?— The  Slave  Lake  itself  is  navigable,  but  the 
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Mr.  A.  Mister.  Slave  River,  which  connects  the  great  Slave  Lake  with  Athabasca  Lake,  is 
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5  March  1857.  2597.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Do  you  think,  practically  speaking,  navigation 
could  be  carried  on  there  with  steamboats?— On  the  Mackenzie's  River,  un- 
doubtedly. 

2598.  Do  you  think  they  could  be  got  there  ? — They  must  be  either  built  on 
the  banks  of  the  Mackenzie's  River,  or  they  must  be  got  by  Behring's  Straits. 

2599.  ^^-  Blackburn.']  I  think  you  stated  that  the  company  had  thrown  ob- 
stacles in  the  way  of  exportation  from  Red  River.  What  obstacles  ? — There  were 
two  gentlemen  of  the  name  of  McDermot  and  Sinclair  (the  case,  I  believe,  has 
been  reported  in  evidence  before),  who  desired  to  engage  in  the  tallow  trade 
from  the  buffaloes,  of  which  there  are  immense  numbers  in  the  plains  to  the 
west  of  Red  River.     The  tallow  was  taken  down  to  York  Factory. 

2600.  But  you  said  by  way  of  Pembina  and  the  United  States? — I  do  not 
know  that  I  stated  that  in  particular,  but  I  stated  general  obstructions ;  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Red  River  the  obstacles  were  simply  fiscal  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  customs. 

2601.  By  the  United  States  ? — Goods  imported  from  the  United  States  to  the 
Red  River,  and  goods  exported  from  the  Red  River  to  the  United  States,  pay, 
or  did  pay,  a  very  heavy  duty. 

2602.  To  whom? — To  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  at  the  time  to  which  I 
refer. 

2603.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Was  not  duty  also  paid  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  itself  upon  those  imports  ? — I  am  not  aware  whether  it  was  so  or  not, 
but  I  believe  it  to  be  probable. 

2604.  Do  you  know  for  what  purpose  that  duty  was  levied  ? — I  beUeve  it 
went  to  the  Red  River  Colonial  Treasury. 

2605.  To  the  settlement  ? — To  the  settlement,  so  far  as  I  know. 

2606.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Your  statement,  I  think,  is  this  :  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  levies  a  duty  upon  exports  and  upon  imports  too ;  am  I  right  in  that 
supposition  ? — Upon  goods  going  out  from  Red  River  to  the  United  States,  I 
am  not  aware  that  any  export  duty  is  levied.  When  I  said  exports  and  imports, 
I  spoke  of  the  obstructions  which  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  exports  and  imports. 

2607.  What  obstructions  are  there  upon  exports  from  Red  River  to  America? 
— If  they  are  furs  or  buffalo  robes,  I  beheve  they  have  been  prevented  from 
being  taken  at  all. 

2608.  So  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  prevent  any  exports  of  fur  from 
their  territories  into  the  United  States? — I  beUeve,so. 

2609.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  they  claim  by  virtue  of  their  monopoly  ? — 
Yes. 

2610.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  And  by  that  means  they  prevent  the  people  of  Red 
River  Settlement  paying  for  anything  which  they  might  pay  for  by  that  means  ? 
—Yes. 

2611.  So  that  that  is  one  obstruction  to  trade  ?  — Yes- 

2612.  I  suppose  the  great  means  of  commerce  which  those  people  possess 
consists  in  peltries? — I  know  of  no  other  article  which  would  bear  the  cost  of 
transport  between  Red  River  and  any  part  either  in  Hudson's  Bay  or  in  the 
United  States. 

2613.  So  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  preventing  the  export  of  peltries, 
really  puts  an  end  to  all  commerce  in  that  country  ? — Yes. 

2614.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Kernaghan's  evidence  on  the 
last  day ;  Mr.  Kernaghan  stated  that  he  complained  of  the  trade  being  diverted 
by  Pembina,  instead  of  going  to  Lake  Superior ;  and  he  stated  that  as  many  as 
500  wagons  went  down  to  St.  Paul's  from  the  Red  River  and  sold  their  goods 
there,  and  came  back  again  with  supplies  to  the  Red  River  ;  was  that  a  fact  or 
not  ? — I  believe  that  there  is  a  caravan  which  leaves  the  Red  River  for  the 
United  States  very  often:  what  they  take  out  with  them  I  do  not  know; 
I  think  it  is  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  getting  supplies  there  that  they  do  go. 

2615.  But  they  must  takeout  something  to  buy  the  suppHes  which  they 
bring  back  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  chiefly  merchants  in  the  colony. 

2616.  You  do  not  know  it  of  your  personal  knowledge,  not  having  been  there 
so  long ;  but  have  you  heard  that  the  Company  throw  any  obstructions  or 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  these  caravans  going  there,  and  that  they  try  to  prevent 
them  ? — I  do  not  know. 

2617.  Mr. 
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2617.  Mk.  Roebuck.]  You  do  not  know  if  one  of  those  wagons  was  loaded  up     Mr.  A.  IsbUter. 
to  the  top  with  furs  whether  it  would  be  obstructed  or  not  by  the  Company  ? — 
It  would  be  seized  ;  I  know  that  there  is  a  case  of  that  kind  on  record. 

2618.  So  that  if  a  trader  traded  away  his  goods  for  furs  with  the  United 
States  he  would  not  be  allowed  to  take  back  those  furs  into  his  own  country  ?  — 
I  do  not  think  he  would. 

2619.  My.  Edward  EUice.]  That  would  be  an  infringement  of  the  Company's 
licence  ? — Precisely. 

2620.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Therefore  the  Company's  licence  opposes  trade  in  that 
country  ? — To  that  extent  it  does  ;  there  are  other  matters  which  are  mentioned 
in  this  land  deed  which  appear  to  be  obstructions. 

2621.  Mr.  Grogan.]  What  are  they? — Those  holding  land  are  not  allowed 
to  import  goods  into  Red  River  from  any  port  but  the  port  of  London,  nor  from 
any  part  in  that  port  of  London  but  from  warehouses  belonging  to  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  nor  in  any  other  vessel  or  ship  than  the  Company's  ship.  They 
are  not  allowed  to  introduce  these  imports  into  any  port  but  one  in  Hudson's 
Bay,  Port  Nelson,  which  is  named  as  York  Factory,  and  there  they  must  pay  a 
customs  duty  of  five  per  cent. 

2622.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  In  what  page  of  the  deed  is  that? — The  first 
page. 

2623.  What  line? — About  10  lines  from  the  bottom. 

2624.  Of  what  date  is  that  deed  ?— 1844. 

2625.  Mr.  Adder  ley  7\  Supposing  the  whole  of  this  territory  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  do  you  think  that  you  could  make 
your  property  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  more  profitable  than  you  now  do  ? 
— It  would  become  more  profitable  in  the  course  of  time  with  the  increase  of 
population. 

2626.  Do  you  yourself  consider,  as  the  owner  of  property  in  the  Red  River 
Settlement,  that  the  claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  interfere  with  your 
making  the  greatest  profit  of  your  property  ? — I  do.  I  think  that  my  property 
would  be  more  valuable  under  the  administration  of  Canada,  for  example,  than 
under  the  administration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  It  would  become  more 
profitable  in  the  course  of  time.  No  immediate  change  probably  would  take 
place. 

2627.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  the  territory  altogether  was  handed  over  from 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Canadian  Government,  it  would  instantly 
alter  your  mode  of  treatment  of  that  property  ? — It  is  not  likely  that  I  shall  ever 
return  to  Red  River  in  my  life ;  therefore  I  cannot  answer  that  question  directly. 
But  I  think  it  would  have  a  very  immediate  effect  upon  those  living  in  the  ter- 
ritory ;  they  would  have  an  outlet  for  their  produce  in  a  very  short  time. 
People  from  Canada  would  come  in  who  would  require  flour  and  other  produce, 
which  would  give  a  ready  market  for  all  that  the  settlers  can  raise. 

2628.  Do  you  consider  that  it  would  increase  both  the  outlet  of  the  trade  of 
the  country  itself  and  the  immigration  of  people  into  the  country  ?■ — Yes,  one 
would  follow  the  other  ;  one  is  intimately  connected  with  the  other. 

2629.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  That  is  to  say,  if  there  were  a  good  communica- 
tion made  with  Canada  ? — Yes. 

2630.  Mr.  AdderJey-l  And  you  think  that  tliat  good  communication  would  be 
more  likely  to  be  made  under  those  circumstances  ? — I  see  no  prospect  of  its 
ever  being  made  otherwise. 

2631.  Mr.  Blackburn.']  I  think  you  said  that  it  was  a  very  fine  country  and 
fit  for  settlement  between  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Lake  Superior  ?— In  parts. 

2632.  Have  you  ever  been  through  it  yourself  ?— No  ;  I  judge  from  descrip- 
tions. 

2633.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Is  there  anything  else  which  you  wish  to  state  to  the 
Committee  ?— Onlythat  it  is  very  desirable,  I  think,  on  the  part  of  this  Com- 
mittee, to  endeavour  to  have  that  territory  conveyed  to  Canada  as  speedily  as 
possible,  for  the  United  States  have  their  eye  upon  this  settlement,  and  I  beUeve 
are  fomenting  the  discontents  which  are  going  on  there.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
extracts  from  a  treaty  between  the  United  States  Government  and  the  Indians 
and  half-breeds  occupying  the  upper  part  of  the  Red  River  Valley,  the  object  of 
which  obviously  is  to  get  the  Red  River  settlers  now  within  our  territory  to  their 

side  of  the  border. 

2634.  Mr.  i(?rfer?eM.l  ToMinesotar— Yes. 
o  25.  B  4  2635.  Mr. 
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by  Mr.  Ross,  of  the  Red  River  Settlement ;  it  is  extracted  from  the  Minesota 
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2636.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Do  you  refer  to  Mr.  Alexander  Ross  ?— Yes. 

2637.  Mr.  Lowe.]  What  is  the  date  of  that  treaty  ?— 1851. 

2638.  Between  whom  is  it  ?— Between  the  United  States  Government  and 
the  Indians  and  half-breeds  who  lay  a  claim  to  the  upper  part  of  the  Red  River 
territory.  The  object  was  to  induce  the  Red  River  half-breeds  to  go  up  and 
lay  claim  to  the  territory  ;  they  give  them  30,000  dollars  in  hand,  and  for  the 
next  20  years  annually  the  sum  of  10,000  dollars,  except  2,000  dollars  of  it 
which  is  reserved  by  the  President.  The  object  is  to  get  them  there  and  keep 
them  there ;  therefore  I  think  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  be  immediate 
action  in  reference  to  this  territory,  otherwise  there  is  a  likelihood  of  their  being 
drawn  over  to  the  United  States  to  our  prejudice. 

2639.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  mentioned  to  us  that  cereal  crops  could  be  grown 
up  to  a  very  high  latitude  in  your  knowledge ;  is  there  anything  peculiar  in 
the  formation  of  the  land,  or  the  geological  quaUties  of  the  land,  that  would 
conduce  to  the  growth  of  those  crops  ? — Wherever  the  limestone  secondary 
formations  occur,  there  agriculture  can  be  carried  on  ;  that  is  to  say,  in  all  the 
country  intervening  between  the  great  lakes  and  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  all  to 
the  east  of  that  district,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  district  round  Hudson's 
Bay,  is  a  granitic  region  filled  with  lakes  and  swamps ;  there  cultivation  to  any 
great  extent  is  not  practicable,  I  believe. 

2640.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  In  Colonel  Lefroy's  evidence  he  speaks  of  the 
frozen  ground  ;  and  says  that  the  soil  is  never  thawed ;  that  it  is  permanently 
frozen  ;  can  you  explain  what  he  means  by  that  ? — The  northern  parts  of  both 
the  Asiatic  and  American  continents  down  to  a  considerable  extent  have  the 
soil  frozen  for  several  feet  deep.  I  believe  that  the  ground  ice,  as  it  is  called, 
commences  in  those  parts  of  America  which  have  an  average  annual  tempera- 
ture of  32  degrees  ;  that  is  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  Saskatchawan  River.  It 
goes  on  increasing  in  depth  until  about  Fort  Simpson,  where  there  is  about  17 
feet  of  permanently  frozen  ground.  It  thaws  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
summer  season.  Bnt  that  does  not  interfere  with  the  growth  of  trees,  because 
they  spread  their  roots  over  the  frozen  subsoil  just  as  they  would  spread  their 
roots  over  this  table. 

2641.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  They  do  not  sink  into  it? — They  do  not  sink  into  it : 
but  those  trees  which  have  a  large  tap  root,  such  as  the  oak  and  the  other 
deciduous  trees,  do  not  flourish  in  those  portions  of  the  country  which  have  a 
permanently  frozen  soil. 

2642.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  To  what  depth  does  the  soil  thaw  in  the 
summer  time  ? — At  Fort  Simpson,  for  example  in  latitude  62°,  the  thaw  in  Oc- 
tober extended  down  to  1 1  feet.  There  was  an  experiment  made  in  that  place ; 
that  was  the  whole  of  the  summer  thaw.  At  York  Factory,  which  is  nearly  in 
the  same  latitude,  I  believe,  on  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay,  the  thaw  had  pene- 
trated only  three  feet.  At  Severn,  which  is  further  south,  it  had  penetrated 
about  five  feet.  All  these  experiments  are  detailed  in  the  Edinburgh  New  Philo- 
sophical Journal  for  January  1841.  A  great  variety  of  experiments  were  made 
and  compared  with  experiments  made  in  Siberia  by  Professor  Baer,  of  St. 
Petersburgh. 

2643.  In  the  country  that  you  are  now  speaking  of  there  are  thick  forests  of 
timber ;  at  Fort  Simpson,  at  York  Factory,  and  at  Severn,  it  is  a  wooded  coun- 
try ? — It  is  a  well-wooded  country. 

2644.  In  the  event  of  the  country  being  settled  up,  and  the  consequent  dis- 
appearance of  the  timber,  would  any  material  change  be  produced  on  the  soil 
in  respect  of  thawing? — If  the  woods  were  cut  down,  and  a  freer  access 
afforded  to  the  sun's  rays,  no  doubt  the  thaw  would  be  greater  ;  but  I  believe 
that  there  would  be  a  permanently  frozen  subsoil,  though  at  a  greater  depth 
from  the  surface. 

2645.  Would  that  ground  ice  interfere  with  agricultural  operations? — Not 
at  all. 

2646.  Of  no  sort  ?— No.  If  the  thaw  is  sufficiently  deep,  the  frozen  subsoil 
does  not  appear  to  affect  the  processes  of  vegetation  in  the  smallest  degree. 
In  Siberia,  which  is  in  the  same  latitude  as  the  northern  parts  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company's  territories,  there  are  large  crops  of  wheat  every  year. 

2647.  Do 
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2647-  Do  you  think  that  the  country  on  Mackenzie's  River  is  at  all  adapted    Mr.  A.  Mister. 
to  the  wants  of  civilised  man  ? — The  climate  is  very  severe  there  ;  but  the  soil, 
so  far  as  I  have  an  opportunity  of  judging,  is  tolerably  well  adapted  for  cul-     5  March  1857. 
tivation.     You  can  raise  barley  and  potatoes  very  well  indeed. 

2648.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Without  risk? — Without  any  risk  whatsoever.  And  on 
the  river  Liard,  which  comes  from  the  mountains,  you  can  raise  large  crops ; 
the  soil  is  better  on  that  river,  and  wheat  has  been  occasionally  raised. 

2649.  Mr.  Bell.]  You  mean  that  if  there  was  anything  to  induce  people  to 
settle  there,  independent  of  agriculture,  they  might  cultivate  agriculture,  but 
would  not  be  likely  to  go  there  for  agricultural  pursuits  alone  ? — No  ;  the  yield 
is  not  equal  of  course  to  the  yield  of  crops  in  more  southern  countries. 

2650.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  Do  you  know  the  Saskatchawan  River  ? — 
I  was  born  upon  the  banks  of  that  river. 

2651.  Where? — At  Cumberland  House. 

2652.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  coal  on  it? — I  have  collected  all  the 
information  upon  that  subject,  in  a  memoir  which  has  been  published  by 
the  Geological  Society ;  there  are  some  specimens  of  the  coal  in  this  country 
which  have  been  examined  by  Mr.  Bowerbank,  the  greatest  authority  we  have 
upon  these  matters,  and  I  believe  the  general  opinion  of  geologists  is,  that  it  is 
a  tertiary  coal. 

2653.  Mr.  Roebuck^  A  lignite? — Yes;  however,  nothing  more  than  the 
surface  coal  has  been  examined ;  I  have  seen  the  coal  in  that  portion  of  the 
coalfield  running  across  Mackenzie's  River  near  Great  Bear  Lake ;  there  is  no 
doubt  that  there  is  a  great  coalfield  there  all  the  way  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  ; 
the  coal  was  tolerable,  where  I  saw  it. 

2654.  If  that  country  is  granitic,  how  comes  it  that  there  is  tertiary  coal 
there? — The  country  is  not  granitic;  the  granitic  tract  lies  east  of  the  great- 
lakes,  which  are  situated  in  the  line  of  fracture  between  the  primary  and 
secondary  formations,  their  basins  being  mostly  excavated  in  the  latter.  You 
find  the  east  side  always  granitic,  and  the  west  side  always  limestone,  or  some 
secondary  formation. 

2655.  So  that  that  portion  of  the  territory  lying  west  of  the  line  which  you 
speak  of  is  capable  of  cultivation  because  it  Is  upon  limestone  ? — Yes. 

The  Rev.  Griffith  Owen  Corbett,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

2656.  Mr.  Lowe.]  ARE  you  a  Clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England? — Yes.  B,ey.G.O.  Corbett. 

2657.  Have  you  been  in  che  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory  ? — Yes. 

2658.  During  what  period  ? — I  left  England  in  1851  and  arrived  at  Quebec. 
I  then  went  to  Montreal,  stayed  there  till  the  navigation  opened  up,  and  thence 
I  went  to  Buffalo,  across  the  territory  to  Chicago ;  from  Chicago  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  up  the  Mississippi  400  miles  to  St.  Paul,  and  from  St.  Paul  along 
the  St.  Peter's  River,  and  thence  up  towards  the  Missouri  to  Pembina,  and  from 
Pembina  to  Red  River. 

26.59.  How  long  did  you  reside  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories  ? 
— About  three  years.  I  left  in  1855.  I  took  charge  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Dis- 
trict, St.  Andrew's,  as  it  is  now  called,  the  largest  parish  on  the  Red  River. 

2660.  Whereabouts  is  that? — About  15  miles  from  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment. 

2661.  What  was  your  duty  there? — I  had  sole  charge  of  the  parish,  the 
Grand  Rapids  District. 

2662.  Were  you  a  chaplain  of  the  Company  ? — No. 

2663.  In  what  capacity  were  you  there? — As  a  missionary  of  the  Colonial 
Church  and  School  Society. 

2664.  Did  you  receive  any  payment  from  the  Company? — No. 

2665.  Were  you  under  the  Bishop  ? — Yes. 

2666.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Did  you  ever  visit  Portage-la-Prairie  ? — Yes. 

2667.  Was  not  there  a  desire  to  form  a  missionary  settlement  at  that  place  ? 
—Yes. 

2668.  What  led  to  that  desire? — There  were  a  number  of  settlers  congregated 
on  the  Assiniboine  River,  about  50  or  60  miles  from  the  seat  of  government, 
and  these  settlers  petitioned  for  a  missionary  tq  be  despatched  to  them  for  the, 
instruction  of  themselves  and  their  children. 

0.25.  S  669.  Was 
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2669.  Was  any  objection  made  to  the  formation  of  a  station  there? — Yes. 

2670.  Mr.  Adderley.']  What  was  the  date  of  that  objection  ? — About  1853, 
I  think  ;  the  people  may  have  congregated  to  petition  for  a  missionary  earlier 
than  that  date,  but  I  speak  in  reference  to  my  own  visit. 

2671.  Mr.  Gordon^  What  objections  were  made  to  the  formation  of  a  settle- 
ment there,  and  by  whom  ? — I  was  given  to  understand  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  would  not  permit  the  formation  of  a  settlement  there. 

2672.  Lord  Stanley.']  It  is  merely  hearsay ?  — No,  it  is  positive  knowledge; 
when  I  arrived  in  the  country  two  stations  were  placed  before  me,  and  I  was  to 
choose  one  of  the  two  ;  among  other  features  connected  with  these  two  spots,  in 
respect  of  Portage-la- Prairie,  there  was  the  prohibition  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  so  out  of  deference  to  the  authorities  in  the  country,  as  well  as  for 
other  reasons,  I  chose  a  station  lower  down  on  the  same  river. 

2673.  Were  you  informed  of  the  prohibition  by  any  of  the  authorities  them- 
selves ? — Yes,  it  was  well  known  throughout  the  settlement. 

2674.  But  were  you  informed  of  it  ? — Yes,  by  the  archdeacon  and  by  the 
bishop. 

2675.  You  were  not  informed  of  it  by  any  officer  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  ? — I  think  I  had  intercourse  with  the  officers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  on  the  same  subject. 

2676.  Were  you  told  to  what  hmits  that  prohibition  extended  ? — I  believe 
that  the  prohibition  would  extend  as  far  as  this,  that  no  missionary  would  be 
able  to  obtain  his  supplies  for  his  station  if  he  went  to  that  spot,  so  that  he 
would  be  starved  ;  if  he  ordered  his  goods,  for  example,  from  London,  he  could 
not  rely  upon  getting  them. 

2677.  You  have  misunderstood  the  question  which  I  intended  to  put  to  you. 
To  what  extent  of  country  did  this  prohibition  of  settling  in  a  particular  part 
of  the  country  apply  ? — The  prohibition  was  directed  to  the  formation  of  a 
missionary  settlement  in  one  particular  place. 

2678.  Mr.  Gordon.']  What  reasons  were  assigned  for  it? — I  believe  it  was 
stated  that  the  difficulties  would  be  too  great  in  governing  the  people  there, 
and  also  that  the  people  might  settle  lower  down  towards  the  colony  of  Red 
River  instead  of  settling  so  high  up  on  the  Assiniboine  River  ;  but  there  was 
a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  people  at  Poriage-la-Prairie,  on  account  of  the 
timber,  to  form  a  settlement  there.  They  M'ere  also  driven  up  there,  I  beheve, 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  settlement  on  account  of  the  floods. 

2679.  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  prohibition  was  only  to  a  missionary 
going  and  settling  there,  or  to  the  people  collecting  there  ? — To  the  people 
collecting  as  well  as  to  missionaries  going. 

2680.  Was  that  opposition  persevered  in? — Continuously,  for  several  years  ; 
I  believe  it  has  only  recently  been  abolished. 

2681.  How  has  it  been  at  last  overcome? — By  the  continued  perseverance 
of  the  missionaries,  and  by  the  perseverance  of  the  people  there,  who  turned 
out,  determined  at  all  risks  to  form  a  missionary  station ;  and  also,  I  believe,  by 
the  Indians  having  gathered  around  them,  and  expressed  a  desire,  in  common 
with  the  settlers,  that  a  missionary  should  be  appointed  to  that  locality. 

2682.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  objection  being  made  to  the  formation  of 
a  missionary  station  or  settlement  in  any  other  portion  of  the  territory  ? — We 
considered  that  there  were  measures  taken  which  were  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
hibition in  reference  to  our  own  station. 

2683.  What  is  your  own  station  ? — It  is  called  Headingly  on  the  Assiniboine 
River,  about  12  miles  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

2084.  What  measures  were  taken  of  a  prohibitory  nature  in  regard  to  that? 
—  immediately  after  I  had  begun  building  a  little  cottage  (for  we  have  to 
begin  with  a  tent,  then  a  cottage,  and  then  a  little  chapel),  and  had  settled 
down,  and  the  people  had  manifested  a  disposition  to  gather  round  me,  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  raised  the  terms  upon  which  the  settlers  could  have 
lands.  The  original  terms  were  that  each  settler  should  pay  down  2  /.  before 
he  could  set  his  foot  upon  a  lot  of  land  ;  and  at  the  time  of  which  I  speak  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  raised  the  terms  up  to  12/.;  so  that  no  settler  could 
legally  settle  down  upon  a  lot  of  land  without  going  down  to  the  agent  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  at  the  Fort,  and  paying  12  /. 

2685.  Was  this  a  sum  in  addition  to  the  price  of  the  land?— No  ;  those  were 
tlic  terms  upon  which  they  could   ha\e  it;  a  sort  of  deposit  or  pledge.     A 

council 
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council  of  my  own  people  was  formed  on  account  of  this,  wishing  me  to  repre-  Rev,  0. 0.  Corbett. 

sent  this  grievance  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  officer.     Accordingly,   I 

sought  an  interview  with  the  agent  at  Upper  Fort  Garry,  Mr.  Black,  who  very  5  March  1857, 
kindly  received  me,  and  talked  over  the  matter,  and  promised  to  represent  it  to 
the  authorities  in  London,  but  could  not  promise  me  any  redress.  I  also  repre- 
sented it  to  the  bishop,  because  it  was  the  wish  of  the  people  that  I  should  do 
so.  The  bishop  said  that  the  difficulties  could  not  have  been  foreseen,  but  that 
he  would  represent  it  in  other  quarters  also.  Since  the  bishop's  arrival  in 
England  I  have  asked  his  Lordship  whether  any  change  has  taken  place  for  the 
better ;  and  he  says  that  it  is  rather  for  the  worse,  because  now  the  people 
have  to  pay  down  15  I.  instead  of  12  ^.  in  my  own  immediate  district.  Therefore 
perhaps  had  not  this  Committee  been  sitting,  I  should  have  felt  a  desire,  before 
returning  to  the  country,  to  have  sought  an  interview  with  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, for  the  purpose  of  having  some  change  introduced ;  because  we  have 
appealed  to  the  authorities  in  the  country,  and  have  had  no  change  whatsoever 
introduced  in  my  own  district. 

2686.  That  deposit  which  you  have  spoken  of,  you  think  acts  as  a  quasi  pro- 
hibition to  settlement  ? — Yes ;  the  raising  of  the  terms  for  the  lands  ;  and  it 
also  makes  the  people  indignant,  because  many  of  them  say,  "  We  were  the 
original  proprietors  of  the  soil,  and  now  that  we  wish  to  settle  down  and  form 
a  settlement  (and  here  is  a  missionary  who  has  come  all  the  way  from  England), 
the  terms  are  raised  so  that  we  cannot  pay  them  ;  we  have  not  the  means  of 
paying  them." 

2687.  You  have  mentioned  two  cases  in  which  obstructions  were,  as  you 
think,  made  by  the  Company  to  the  formation  of  a  settlement ;  can  you  give 
us  any  other  instances  within  your  ovra  knowledge  ? — I  can  mention  other 
instances  ;  and  I  can  also,  with  reference  to  this  subject,  give  an  extract  from . 
a  letter  which  1  received  recently  from  a  missionary  at  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment, who  says :  "  Sir  George  Simpson  expressed  his  displeasure  at  Archdeacon 
Cochrane's  proceedings  at  the  Portage -la-Prairie,  and  required  that  he  with- 
draw and  the  place  be  left  vacant ;  to  which  the  archdeacon  replied,  '  I  wonder 
Sir  George  Simpson  does  not  know  me  better  ;  he  thought  to  send  me  from  the 
Grand  Rapids,  then  to  put  me  out  of  the  Indian  settlement ;  and  does  he  think 
I  am  now  going  to  quit  the  portage  ?  I  am  surprised  that  he  has  not  learnt 

'  better  by  this  time.'  "     I  have  the  original  of  this  letter  with  me,  if  the  Chair- 
man should  hke  to  see  it. 

2688.  Mr.  Edtvard  Ellice.]  Who  is  the  writer  of  that  letter;  is  it  Archdeacon 
Cochrane  ? — This  was  written  to  me  by  a  missionary  upon  the  Red  River. 

2689.  From  whom  is  the  letter ;  it  is  not  from  Archdeacon  Cochrane  ? — No. 

2690.  It  is  from  a  friend  of  yours  ?— It  is  from  a  missionary  in  the  Red  River 
Settlement. 

2691.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  his  name?— I  have 
not ;  he  is  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  the  agent  of  the  Propagation  Society. 

2692.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Have  you  known  any  other  case  in  which  the  mis- 
sionaries either  have  been,  or  have  thought  they  have  been,  desired  by  the  Com- 
pany's officers  to  quit  the  post  at  which  they  were  labouring  ?- There  was  Fort 
Alexander,  to  which  objections  were  raised  in  the  very  same  manner. 

2693.  Where  is  fort  Alexander  ?— It  is  near  Lake  Winnipeg ;  concerning 
that  I  can  read  an  extract  from  the  same  gentleman,  who  has  written  to  me  as 
follows:  "Sir  George  Simpson  has  given  permission  now  to  occupy  Fort 
Alexander ;  to  that  place  1  suppose  Mr.  G.  (a  missionary),  will  eventually  be 
appointed ;  but  strange  to  stay,  he  was  to  confine  himself  to  the  fort,  not  to 
civihse  and  evangelise  the  heathen;  not  to  form  a  locality  or  permanent 
dwelling  for  the  Indians."  There  is,  however,  no  missionary  there,  I  believe,  at 
the  present  time. 

2694.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  authorities  of  the  Company  have 
expressed  their  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  if  the  missionaries  would  give 
up  their  efforts  there  ?— We  have  heard  them  state  that  if  missionaries  and 
missionary   settlements   increase,   chief  factors   and  fur   trading  posts   must 

269.5.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Whom  are  you  speaking  of  when  you  say  "them"?— The 
agents  of  the  Company. 

2696.  What  agents,  and  where  ?— Inthe  neighbourhood  of  Red  River. 
2607.  What  are  their  names?— I  should  prefer  not  mentioning  the  names. 
0.2;;.  s  2  2698.  " 


Will 
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Rev.  G.  0.  Corlett.      2698.  Will  you  tell  US  under  what  circumstances  it  was  mentioned ;  was  it 

an  official  communication,  or  how  was  it  made  ? — There  are  several  instances  ; 

6  March  18^7.     it  was  mentioned  on  one  occasion  when  some  of  the  agents  of  the  Company  and 
some  of  the  clergymen  were  gathered  together  discussing  these  things. 

2699.  ^^  the  course  of  conversation  ? — Yes. 

2700.  Lord  Stanley.]  It  was  a  casual  remark  named  by  one  person  in  a  con- 
versation?— Not  a  casual  remark  ;  it  was  a  discussion  as  to  how  the  system  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  acts  in  the  country. 

2701.  Mr.  Lowe.]  This  gentleman  stated  it  as  his  opinion  in  conversation  ? 
—Yes. 

2702.  Mr.  Boebuek.]  And  was  the  conduct  of  the  Company  in  accordance 
with  that  opinion  so  given  r— The  conduct  of  the  Company,  or  the  system  of  the 
Company  as  such,  is  exactly  in  accordance  with  it. 

2703.  Mr.  Gro,^an.]  You  mention  this  as  having  been  a  conversation  among 
some  clergymen  and  gentlemen  assembled  ;  did  they  concur  in  the  view  which 
was  so  expressed  to  them  ;  did  they  throw  any  doubt  upon  the  statement  at  all  ? 
— Not  the  slightest. 

2704.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Were  you  ever  informed  by  any  missionary  there  that 
he  had  been  desired  to  quit  the  country,  and  that  on  his  request  that  the 
person  so  desiring  him  would  put  that  desire  into  writing,  the  request  had  been 
declined  ? — I  have  heard  Archdeacon  Cochrane  state  that. 

2705.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Of  himself?  — Of  himself;  that  when  he  was  going  on 
building  the  church  at  the  Grand  Rapids,  which  is  now  the  chief  district  in 
the  Red  River  Settlement,  so  great  was  the  excitement  occasioned  by  the 
intimidations  of  Sir  George  Simpson  that  for  eight  months  no  settler  or  native 
seemed  to  possess  sufficient  courage  to  lift  an  axe  or  hoe  to  proceed  with  the 

■  building,  and  that  he  was  in  the  greatest  possible  trouble  under  the  circum- 
stances ;  that  Sir  George  Simpson  eventually  went  to  him,  and  told  him  that 
he  had  better  leave  the  country  than  build  that  church ;  that  he  then  said, 
"  Will  you  put  it  upon  paper,  and  I  will  go  to  England  if  you  will  ?"  and  that 
Sir  George  declined  putting  it  upon  paper. 

2706.  Archdeacon  Cochrane  stated  this  to  you,  I  understand? — He  stated 
this  to  me  upon  the  occasion  of  the  raising  of  the  terms  of  taking  the  land  to 
obstruct  my  own  district ;  he  said,  "  I  rarely  do  any  good  in  this   country 
without  having  an  opposition ;  but  we  have  tried  in  the  lower  part  of  the  * 
settlement,  therefore  go  forward."     He  stated  this  to  me  to  encourage  me. 

2707.  Where?— At  my  own  station. 

2708.  When  ?— Perhaps  in  1833  or  1854. 

2709.  Was  any  one  else  present? — I  am  not  sure,  bvit  still  his  observations 
were  well  understood  in  the  settlement. 

2710.  Is  the  archdeacon  in  England  ? — No. 

2711.  Mr.  Edward  Ell/ce.]  He  is  at  Red  River,  is  not  he  ? — Yes. 

2712.  Mr.  Gordon.  What  is  the  physical  character  of  the  country? — It  is 
very  good  for  agricultural  operations. 

2713.  How  far  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  in  your  opinion,  might  agricultural 
operations  be  profitably  extended  / — For  a  very  great  distance. 

2714.  More  than  a  mile  from  the  banks? — I  have  heard  Mr.  M'Dermott, 
who  is,  perhaps,  the  greatest  merchant  on  the  banks  of  the  Red  River,  say, 
again  and  again,  that  he  is  quite  surprised  that  the  authorities  in  England  do 
not  extend  the  route  via  Lake  Superior,  and  open  up  a  grand  overland  route, 
and  form  a  great  nation,  frcjm  Lake  Superior  right  across  the  Rocky  Mountains  ; 
that  it  could  be  done,  and  that  he  is  surprised  that  towns  and  cities  have  not 
been  raised  up. 

271.5.  Is  there  timber  or  coal  in  the  neighbourhood  of  your  station? — There 
is  a  great  deal  of  coal  towards  the  source  of  the  Assiniboine  River. 

2716.  How  far  from  your  station? — Two  hundred  or  three  hundred  miles; 
which  coal  might  be  brought  down  the  river,  and  which  it  would  be  very 
desirable  to  work,  because  timber  in  these  parts  of  the  country  is  scarce  ;  the 
timber  might  be  used  for  building  purposes  and  the  coal  for  fuel. 

2717.  I  suppose  that  that  600  miles  is  a  very  interrupted  navigation  ?— The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  bring  their  furs  and  peltries  all  down  the  same  river  in 
large  bateaux. 

2718.  Mr.  Bell.]  1.^  that  coal  on  the  American  side  of  the  frontier  or  on  the 
British  side  ?  — On  the  British  side,  I  beheve. 

2719.   Mr. 
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2719.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Do  the  people  in  your  district  find  a  sufficient  market  Rew.G.O.Corhett. 
at  the  Company's  stores  for  the  produce  which  they  raise  r — By  no  means,  

2720.  Is  there  a  quantity  of  surplus  produce? — There  is  not  a  great  quantity,     5  March  1857. 
because  they  say,  "  If  we  raise  it  we  cannot  sell  it."     Consequently  we  cannot 

depend  upon  them  for  our  supplies;  therefore  a  good  deal  of  our  time  is 
obliged  to  be  directed  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  time  might  be  devoted  to 
educational  pursuits  if  the  people  were  sufficiently  encouraged  in  raising  their 
grain. 

2721.  It  is  your  opinion,  that  if  there  were  a  sufficient  market,  even  with  the 
present  population,  agricultural  pursuits  might  be  profitably  followed  to  a  much 
larger  extent  ? — Yes,  to  an  almost  unlimited  extent,  up  to  a  certain  line  of 
latitude  in  the  north,  and  still  further  north  I  believe  as  we  advance  to  the 
western  part  of  the  continent. 

2722.  Mr.  Grogayi.]  What  latitude  are  you  referring  to? — Perhaps  four 
degrees  or  five  degrees  north  of  the  boundary  line,  beginning  at  87  degrees  west 
longitude,  about  two  or  three  degrees  north  of  the  line,  and  widening  up  to  five 
degrees  in  advancing  as  far  as  127  degrees  west  longitude. 

2723.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Will  you  tell  us  what  the  nature  of  the  soil 
is  about  Red  River ;  you  say  there  is  a  large  extent  of  country  there  which 
could  be  cultivated  with  advantage  ;  what  sort  of  country  is  it  ? — The  soil  is 
alluvial ;  they  cultivate  the  soil  without  manuring  it ;  they  sow  it  for  12  and  14 
years  together,  and  produce  for  four  quarts,  12  bushels  of  wheat,  65  or  70  lbs. 
to  the  bushel,  which  I  am  told  by  the  farmers  of  England  really  exceeds  the 
returns  in  many  parts  of  Great  Britain. 

2724.  You  say  that  there  is  a  large  extent  of  country  about  Red  River  which 
is  capable  of  cultivation ;  is  there  water  in  that  country  ? — Yes. 

2725.  There  are  streams  running  to  the  Red  River? — Yes  ;  fine  streams. 

2726.  Are  those  streams  timbered  streams,  or  is  there  no  wood? — There  is 
a  fair  quantity  of  wood  along  the  rivers. 

2727.  What  timber  is  it  ? — There  are  oak,  elm,  birch,  pine,  and  white-wood. 

2728.  What  is  white-wood  ? — It  is  something  like  poplar. 

2729.  What  are  the  other  natural  vegetable  productions  of  the  country ;  what 
is  the  nature  of  the  grass  ?  —Timothy  grass  grows,  I  think,  and  other  kinds. 

2730.  Is  it  a  country  which  will  naturally  support  cattle  ?— Yes. 

2731.  Hay  can  be  cut? — Yes. 

2732.  Cattle  can  live  there  in  the  winter?  —Yes.  They  have  only  to  cut 
their  hay ;  they  have  not  to  make  it  by  turning  it  over,  and  so  on,  but  have 
simply  to  cut  it  down  and  let  it  remain  one  or  two  days,  and  then  go  and  collect 
it  in. 

2733.  Is  it  necessary  to  house  cattle  in  the  winter? — No,  not  the  whole  of 
the  time.     They  house  them  at  night,  but  not  by  day. 

2734.  We  have  heard  something  of  the  floods  in  that  country,  are  they  of 
frequent  occurrence  ? — A  flood  had  occurred  previously  to  my  arrival ;  but  I 
believe  they  rarely  take  place.  I  think  there  have  been  only  two  or  three 
floods  there  since  I  have  had  any  knowledge  of  the  country.  Since  the  for- 
mation of  Red  River  Settlement,  there  have  been  only  one  or  two  floods. 

273-'.  Of  course  the  floods  occur  in  the  spring  time  ? — ^Yes. 

•j~;-i6.  Has  there  been  any  extraordinary  fall  of  snow  in  the  winter  when 
there  has  been  a  flood  ? — I  believe  that  has  not  been  generally  noticed ;  they 
cannot  attribute  the  cause  solely  to  the  larger  quantity  of  snow  ;  sometimes  it 
has  been  stated  to  be  the  case. 

2737.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Do  not  large  numbers  of  the  settlers  and  half-breeds  go 
to  St.  Paul's  for  their  supplies,  instead  of  getting  goods  out,  via  Hudson's  Bay, 
by  the  Company's  ships  ? — Yes. 

2738.  What  is  the  cause  of  that? — The  dissatisfaction  which  they  feel  at 
present  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  system. 

2739.  But  why  should  that  dissatisfaction  make  them  seek  their  suppUes  at 
St.  Paul's  ?  -Because  they  cannot  get  supplies  at  a  reasonable  rate  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  route. 

2740.  Why? — They  have  again  and  again  asked  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  given  to  understand  by  the  settlers  themselves,  to 
improve  the  inland  communication  up  to  York  Factory  by  Lake  Winnipeg. 
The  interruptions  only  cover  a  distance  of  about  400  miles ;  the  other  400 
miles  might  be  navigated  by  a  little  steamboat,  over  Lake  Winnipeg,  which  is 

0.25.  S3  a  lake 
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Rev.  G.  0.  Corbett.  a  lake  300  miles  in  length.     They  have  again  and  again  told  me  that  they 

have  asked  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compuny  to  improve  the  inland  communication. 

5  March  1857.  "jhey  have  expressed  a  wiUingness  to  pay  a  small  tax  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  for  so  doing,  but  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  not  done  so. 
One  attempt  I  believe  was  made  by  them  at  one  time  to  some  extent,  because 
the  people  became  so  very  clamorous  upon  the  subject,  but  they  failed  in  carry- 
ing the  thing  out  to  completion  ;  and  the  people  now  say,  "  We  cannot  ask  for 
any  further  improvement ;  we  will  go  down  to  the  United  States  of  America 
and  get  up  our  things."  Hence,  perhaps,  200  carts  and  men,  and  horses  and 
oxen,  are  united  together,  and  formed  into  a  large  party  ;  they  cross  the  plains 
and  they  travel  not  much  less  than  1,400  miles  backwards  and  forwards,  and 
expose  themselves  to  great  danger  and  peril,  in  order  to  get  their  supplies  at  a 
reasonable  rate  in  Red  River  Settlement.  I  came  over  with  a  party  numbering 
200  carts  altogether. 

2741.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is,  from  St.  Paul's? — To  St.  Paul's,  from 
Red  River. 

2742.  Mr.  Gordon.]  You  have  stated  that  the  settlers  have  made  representa- 
tions, and  petitioned  for  an  improvement  in  the  communication  between  York 
Factory  and  Red  River :  have  they  ever  done  so  with  regard  to  Lake  Superior ; 
do  they  think  it  possible  to  improve  that  route  ? — There  is  no  interruption  all 
the  way  from  Red  River  to  the  north-western  boundary  on  Lake  Winnipeg ;  it 
is  all  clear  open  water  ;  so  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  might  at  this  very 
hour  have  steamboats,  or  better  means  of  conveying  supplies  up  from  that  lake 
into  the  Red  River,  and  the  goods  might  be  taken  from  York  Factory  to  the 
entrance  of  the  lake. 

2  743.  Have  you  travelled  that  country  ?  — No,  I  have  not  travelled  on  the  lake. 

2744.  Surely  there  is  evidence  that  that  route  is  very  much  interrupted  by 
rapids  and  other  obstructions  ? — Not  the  whole  route,  only  a  part  of  it. 

274.5.  What  makes  you  give  so  decided  an  opinion  as  that? — From  constant 
intercourse  with  the  people  upon  this  very  subject,  because  it  has  become  a 
matter  of  pubhc  debate  in  the  country. 

2746.  What  route  would  that  follow ;  not  that,  I  suppose,  from  Lake 
Winnipeg  down  the  rivers  ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  route  by  Lake  Superior :  I 
understood  you  to  say  that  there  was  no  difficulty  in  that  route,  which  rather 
surprised  me  ?  —  I  meant  the  other  route  ;  but  as  to  the  ditficulties  between  Red 
River  and  Lake  Superior,  I  am  told  that  they  are  by  no  means  insurmountable. 
I  have  recently  had  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  on  the  banks  of  Red  River,  who 
has  conversed  with  a  retired  chief  factor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  upon 
the  subject. 

2747.  Do  you  obtain  with  ease  supplies  for  the  use  of  your  station  from  the 
forts  of  the  Company  ? — Even  if  the  Company  were  willing  to  furnish  us  with 
our  supplies  (and  we  are  not  sure  of  that)  we  could  not  get  a  sufficient  quantity. 
For  example,  in  the  article  of  tea  there  is  not  always  a  sufficient  stock  kept  in 
the  country.  1  have  a  letter  in  my  hands,  in  which  the  gentleman  says,  "  You 
will  imagine  the  panic  we  are  all  in  at  the  probabiUty  of  there  not  being  a  ship  ; 
the  real  or  supposed  straits  we  shall  all  be  in  ;  and  the  plans  proposed  for  a 
partial  supply  of  tiie  wants  and  necessities  of  this  singularly  situated  people, 
dependent  on  one  ship.  Oh  the  casualty,  the  risk,  the  uncertainty  ! — but  so  it 
is.  Pray  God  for  us,  that  we  may  not  this  year  feel  the  sad  experience  of  so 
serious  a  state  of  things  consequent  on  such  inadequate  means  of  supply.  But 
it  looks  gloomy  at  present ;  everything  is  out ;  all  the  stores  are  bare,  and  were 
it  not  for  what  the  importers  from  the  States  brought  in,  there  would  now  be 
little  or  nothing  for  the  people's  use." 

2748.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.'j  What  is  the  date  of  that  letter  ?— September  the 
24th,  1855. 

2749.  Mr.  Loive.]  Do  you  object  to  gi\e  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who 
wrote  it? — The  same  gentleman. 

2750.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  ?— Yes. 

275 1 .  Mr.  Gordon.]  The  Company  sell  goods  to  you,  do  they  not  ?  —Yes,  some 
things. 

2752.  Is  there  a  regular  tariff  at  their  forts  by  which  you  know  the  fixed 
price  for  goods  coming  from  Europe?— The  agent  at  the  fort  tells  us  that  he 
has  not  a  fixed  tariff  himself,  therefore  we  cannot  get  it.     There  are  certain 

things 
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things  which  are  fixed ;  for  example,  for  salt  we  have  to  pay  1  s.  a  quart ;  Rev.  G.  0.  Corbeit. 
and  for  sugar,  1  s.  a  pound ;  and  for  rice,  Is.  a  pound  ;  that  is  fixed.  

2753.  Then  there  is  a  fixed  tariff  for  some  articles,  but  not  for  others?     5  March  1857. 
—Yes. 

2754.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  But  all  those  things  are  also  brought  in  by  the 
community  from  the  States  ? — Not  English  salt,  that  comes  from  England. 

2755-  Is  there  any  obstruction  to  their  being  brought  in  ? — Recently,  since 
the  large  caravans  have  come  in  from  the  States,  they  have  imported  all  they 
have  required. 

2756.  Is  there  any  obstruction  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  the  bringing 
in  of  those  things  if  the  people  choose  to  do  so  ? — I  think  there  is  none  on  the 
part  of  the  Company  in  bringing  goods  in  from  the  United  States,  with  the 
exception  of  efforts  recently  to  put  on  a  very  heavy  import  duty. 

-757-  What  import  duty  ? — I  have  been  informed  they  proposed  10  or  20  per 
cent. 

2758.  Do  you  mean  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — Yes. 

2759.  For  what  purpose  was  that  duty  put  on? — I  think  ostensibly  for  the 
improvement  of  the  roads. 

2760.  As  you  say  ostensibly,  have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  it  is  turned 
to  any  other  purpose,  whatever  the  duty  may  be? — I  will  just  state  a  circum- 
stance, if  you  will  allow  me,  which  will  illustrate  the  case. 

2761.  Just  answer  my  question  first ;  you  may  state  the  circumstance  after- 
wards. Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  that  money  is  appropriated  to 
any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which  it  is  stated  to  be  raised? — I  cannot 
always  say  how  money  is  appropriated. 

2762.  Why  do  you  say  "ostensibly"  ?— For  this  reason,  because  from  Fort 
Garry,  the  seat  of  government,  in  a  southern  direction  down  to  the  boundary 
line,  there  is  no  improvement  of  the  roads  whatever. 

2763.  Mr-  Roebuck.^  Do  they  improve  the  roads  ? — By  no  means  in  that 
direction  ;  because  the  settlers  with  whom  I  travelled  held  a  council,  and  they 
debated  whether  they  would  pay  the  import  duty  or  not,  and  they  said,  "  The 
roads  are  not  improved  ;  we  are  obliged  to  make  our  own  bridges  as  we  cross ; 
we  are  obliged  to  wade  across  with  our  carts  ;  we  will  not  pay  the  import  duty." 
That  was  the  resolution  which  was  passed. 

2764.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  pay  for  their  own  goods  to  that  same  ostensible  fund,  the  same  duty 
that  is  charged  upon  goods  coming  in  from  America? — I  think  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  get  their  supplies  chiefly  from  Hudson's  Bay. 

2765.  1  ask  you  whether  the  company  pay  upon  their  own  imports  by  Hud- 
son's Bay  the  same  duty  that  they  charge  upon  the  imports  from  the  American 
frontier  ? — They  may  do  so,  but  I  have  had  no  fact  to  show  it. 

2760.  Have  you  ever  heard  the  circumstance  of  their  having  done  so  ? — No ; 
they  may  do  so  ;  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  they  comply  with  those  rules. 

2767.  You  know  that  there  are  rules  ? — There  may  be  rules  ;  at  least  the  party 
with  whom  I  travelled  said  that  they  would  have  to  pay  so  much  for  importing 
their  own  supplies. 

2768.  You  said  that  the  Company  complied  with  the  ride? — I  have  not  said 
that  they  actually  did  ;  but  that  I  iiad  no  doubt  they  did. 

2769.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  rule  appHes  to  the  Company 
as  well  as  to  those  parties  with  whom  you  travelled  ;  do  you  beUeve  that  that 
rule  is  a  common  one  ?  —I  am  not  aware  how  the  Company  act  with  reference 
to  these  rules  at  all. 

2770.  Do  you  know  that  those  rules  apply  to  the  Company  ;  I  am  not  talking 
of  whether  ihe  Company  have  complied  with  them  or  have  not  ? — The  rules 
apply  to  all  parties  I  should  think. 

2771.  Mr.  Gordon.]  To  revert  to  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  what  price  do  you 
pay  for  cloth  ;  is  that  one  of  the  articles  upon  which  there  is  a  fixed  price  ? — 
No,  I  think  not ;  there  is  no  fixed  price  on  cloth  and  blankets. 

2772.  Do  you  know  what  sort  and  number  of  articles  have  a  fixed  price; 
vou  mentioned  salt  and  sugar  and  some  other  article ;  are  there  a  great  number 
of  articles  in  common  use  that  have  a  fixed  tariff? — There  maybe;  I  have 
simply  sent  on  some  occasion  for  the  tariff,  or  a  statement  as  to  the  price  of 
certain  articles,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  it. 

2773.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice^  You  stated  that  20  per  cent,  was  charged  upon 
0.25.  s  4  goods 
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Rev.  G  0.  Corbeit.  goods  Coming  into  the  colony ;  do  you  state  that  as  a  fact  within   your  own 

— knowledge  ? — I  said  that  it  was  proposed  that   10  or  20  per  cent,  should  be 

5  March  1837.      charged.     1  his  was  probably  assumed  from  the  York  factory  import  duty,  fixed 
See  Minutes  of       at  20  per  cent,  by  the  Council  of  Rupert's  Land,  of  10th  June  1845. 
Council, Appendi.x.       2774.  Do  you  know  whether  10  per  cent,  is  charged? — The  people  resolved 
not  to  pay  the  duty,  whatever  it  was  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  been  paid 
since. 

2775.  Do  you  know  whether  10  per  cent,  is  charged  upon  goods  coming  in 
from  States  ?  — I  am  not  sure,  because  the  people  with  whom  I  travelled  held  a 
council  when  they  got  to  the  boundary  line,  a  small  river  ;  they  said,  "  We  are 
upon  the  boundary,  shall  we  pay  upon  returning  or  not  r"  They  said,  "  We  will 
not  pay  because  there  are  no  roads  improved." 

2776.  Do  you  know  that  that  which  they  debated  about  and  refused  to  pay 
was  10  per  cent? — It  was  10  or  20. 

2777.  Are  you  sure? — I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

2778.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Was  there  a  demand  of  any  payment  made  by  any 
officer  on  that  occasion  ?  when  you  were  crossing  the  boundary  and  came  to 
that  resolution,  was  that  resolution  put  to  the  test  by  a  demand  on  the  part  of 
any  authority? — It  was  made  public,  and  doubtless  became  known  to  the 
Company's  officers. 

2779.  Was  any  demand  made  by  the  authorities  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany for  any  duty  upon  your  imports  ? — I  went  down  with  that  party  and  did 
not  return  with  them,  so  that  1  do  not  know. 

2780.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Where  is  the  duty  paid  ? — I  suppose  at  Fort  Garry. 

2781.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Did  they  make  this  arrangement  upon  leaving  the  pro- 
vince ? — Fort  Garry  is  situated  a  degree  north  of  the  boundary  line,  and  it  was 
after  we  had  passed  out  of  the  settlement,  or  when  we  had  reached  the  boun- 
dary line,  that  they  held  a  council  and  said,  "  Shall  we,  when  we  are  going 
back  again,  pay,  or  shall  we  not  ?"  and  they  said,  "  No,  we  will  not ;"  whether 
they  did  or  did  not  I  cannot  say,  because  I  have  not  been  in  the  country  since. 

2782.  They  made  that  resolution,  then,  upon  leaving  the  territory  ? — Yes. 

2783.  Mr.  Edward  ElHce.]  Are  you  sure  that  you  are  not  confusing  the 
export  duty  with  the  import  duty,  or  rather  that  you  are  not  confusing  the 
import  duty  into  the  States  with  the  import  duty  into  Red  River  ? — I  am 
speaking  now  about  the  payment  levied  upon  goods  imported  from  America  into 
Red  River ;  and  I  have  been  since  informed  that  4  per  cent,  was  paid  on  the 
return  of  the  party  from  the  States. 

2784.  Mr.  Gordon.]  How  do  you  settle  your  accounts  with  the  Company  for 
goods  ?— Formerly  we  used  to  settle  them  annually  ;  recently  we  have  done  so 
half-yearly,  by  a  bill  of  exchange. 

2785.  Do  the  Company  charge  any  per-centage  upon  the  bills  of  exchange? 
— Just  before  leaving  the  country  I  beheve  10  [jer  cent,  was  proposed. 

2786.  You  say  "  proposed,"  and  I  observe  that  you  have  several  tiines  used 
that  word  ;  what  do  you  mean  by  "  proposed"  ?— It  was  a  proposition  made 
when  the  Governor-in-Chief  visited  the  colony. 

2787.  Made  to  whom?— To  the  Council  which  he  meets  at  the  Red  River 
colony,  as  I  understood. 

278S.  Mv.  Edward  Ellice.]  Did  the  Council  adopt  the  proposition  ?~Five 
per  cent,  was  paid;  the  10  per  cent,  was  tried  as  a  kind  of  feeler  for  the 
public.  There  was  a  feeHng  of  indignation  against  it,  and  five  per  cent,  was  I 
believe  ultimately  paid ;  but  there  was  so  much  opposition  even  against  the 
five  per  cent.,  that  1  am  not  sure  but  that  the  five  per  cent,  has  been  practically 
nulUfied,  however  much  the  rule  may  remain  in  force  by  the  bills  being  sent 
through  another  channel. 

2789.  Mr.  Gordon.]  That  is  a  profit  to  the  Company  r—Yes. 

2790.  Then  if  I  understand  that  system  rightly,  as  it  comes  before  us  in  the 
Evidence,  the  Company  first  get  a  profit  by  selUng  the  goods  to  you,  and  then 
a  further  profit  by  the  bills  which  you  give  them  in  payment  ?— Yes. 

2791.  How  is  the  post  carried  on  r— There  is  a  monthly  mail,  which  has 
been  established  by  the  United  States  Government ;  the  people  became  tired  of 
the  }'ear!y  mail,  and  the  American  Government  made  an  appropriation,  and 
despatched  a  mail  up  to  the  highest  post  in  the  Minesota  territory,  Pembina, 
and  some  of  the  intelligent  portion  of  the  laymen  and  clergy  of  the  Red  River 
people  met  together,  formed  a  little  committee,  and  that  committee  resulted  in 

the 


SELECT  COMMIITEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.     145 

the  formation  of  a  little  post-office  at  Red  River ;  by  means  of  that  little  post-  Rev.  G.  0.  Corbett 

office  the  letters  are  sent  from  Red  River  to  Pembina  to  meet  the  American 

man,  and  m  that  way  letters  go  to  and  fro.     In  the  recent  letter  which  I  received      5  March  1 857. 
irom  Ked  Kiver  the  gentleman  seemed  to  rejoice  in  the  fact  that  they  were  soon 
to  have  a  letter-bag  and  a  stamp,  by  which  letters  would  be  stamped,  and  would 
be  sent  backwards  and  forwards  in  a  leather  bag. 

2792.  You  say  that  the  mail  is  sent  up  by  the  American  Government  to  the 
American  post,  is  there  an  American  post  at  Pembina  ?— Yes. 

2793-  Is  Pembina  within  the  American  frontier .?— Yes. 

2704.  Is  it  occupied  now?— -Yes. 

2795.  By  whom  ?— By  the  Americans. 

2796.  By  American  settlers  ?— They  have  a  fur  trading  post,  a  fort,  and 
also  a  little  settlement  there ;  there  is  also  a  garrison  there. 

2797.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  fort  is  not  occupied  in  winter,  is  it  ?— It  is 
occupied  all  the  year  round  ;  I  camped  there  myself;  I  slept  there  two  or  three 
nights. 

2798.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Is  it  a  military  post  ?— There  are  a  garrison 
and  a  fur  post,  and  a  settlement  of  Indians  and  half-breeds  there.  I  beheve 
some  of  them  have  gone  over  the  frontier  from  Red  River. 

2799.  ^^^-  Gordon.]  How  far  is  Pembina  from  Red  River  ?— Seventy  or 
eighty  miles  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

2800.  But  from  the  boundary  line '' — It  is  as  close  as  possible  to  the  boundary 
line. 

2801.  Do  you  know  whether  any  facilities  for  settlement  are  afforded  near 
the  frontier  by  the  United  States  at  the  present  time  ?  — 1  believe  they  are  giving 
every  facility.  When  !  came  down  I  found  gentlemen  from  America  up  as  far 
as  Otter-tail  Lake  making  claims,  and  thence  as  far  up  as  Pembina. 

2802.  AVhere  is  that  ?—  I  suppose  it  is  150  miles  at  least  to  the  north  of  St. 
Paul's  ;  it  is  a  lake  well  marked  upon  the  map,  I  think. 

2803.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzivilliam..]  Is  it  another  St.  Peter's,  or  on  the  Mississippi  ? 
— It  empties  its  waters  into  the  Red  River,  I  believe. 

2804.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Is  it  one  of  the  head  waters  of  the  Red  River  ?~Yes,  one 
of  the  sources. 

2805.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Have  you,  during  your  stay  at  the  Red  River,  known 
parties  of  settlers,  with  whom  you  were  personally  acquainted,  leave  the  Red 
River  for  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  from  dissatisfaction  with  the  Govern- 
ment ?— I  met  with  a  gentleman  at  St.  Paul,  Mr.  Doll,  a  stationer  and  bookseller 
at  St.  Paul,  who  has  a  flourishing  business,  and  he  told  me  that,  from  the 
inconveniences  widch  he  had  found  at  the  Red  River  Settlement,  and  the 
discouragements  thrown  in  his  way,  he  had  left ;  but  he  is  now  doing  well  at 
St.  Paul ;  other  parties  also  have  left. 

2806.  To  your  own  knowledge? — Yes. 

2807.  Mr.  Edward  El/ice.]  What  had  Mr.  Doll  been  at  the  Red  River?— 
I  beheve  a  portion  of  the  time  he  had  been  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
service. 

2808.  What  was  the  discouragement  which  he  met  with? — The  usual  dis- 
couragements experienced  by  people  in  the  colony. 

2809.  Mr.  Gordon.]  What  are  they  ? — The  difficulties  they  have  Of  getting 
their  goods  ;  the  difficulty  of  getting  representations  from  the  colony,  &c,  &c. 

2810.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  What  do  you  call  "representations  from  the 
colony  "  ? — The  people  think  that  they  ought  to  have  a  voice  in  representing 
their  grievances  ;  that,  in  short,  there  should  be  a  representative  government 
in  the  colony. 


o.'.'S. 
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LuTKE,  9"  die  Martii,  1857. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT. 


Mr.  Beli. 

Mr.  Blackburn. 

Mr.  EdwHrd  Ellice. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitzwiiliam. 

Mr.  Gordon. 

Mr.  Gregson. 

Mr.  Grogan. 


Mr.  Percy  Herbert. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Labouchere. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Viscount  Sandon. 
Lord  Stanley. 


The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Rev.  Griffith  Owen  Corbett,  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

Rev.  G.  0.  Corbett.      28 1 1 .  Mr.  Gordon.]  HAVE  you  ever  travelled  in  company  with  the  American 

fur  traders  ?—  Yes. 

9  March  1857.  2812.  For  any  considerable  distance? — For  upwards  of  1,000  miles. 

2813.  Near  the  frontier  ? — Yes. 

2814.  Had  you  any  opportunities  of  observing  their  manner  of  trading  in 
furs  ? — I  had  opportunities  obtained  from  tenting  with  them  night  after  night, 
and  camping  near  their  forts  on  the  western  route  from  Minesota  up  to  Red 
River,  and  on  the  eastern  route  from  Red  River  down  to  Crow  Wing. 

2815.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is  in  the  American  territory  ? — Yes. 

2816.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Did  you  ever  see  them  engaged  in  trading  for  the  furs  ? 
— Not  a  great  deal. 

2817.  Did  you  ever  see  them  make  use  of  spirits  as  a  means  of  barter  for 
furs  ? — No  ;  I  never  saw  any  spirits  among  any  of  them. 

2818.  Have  you  reason  then  to  believe  that  spirits  are  not  used  by  them  as  a 
means  of  barter  r — I  never  saw  a  drop  of  spirits  in  any  of  their  camps  or  tents, 
but  I  have  heard  the  Honourable  N.  W.  Kitson,  the  representative  of  Minesota, 
remonstrate  against  the  use  of  spirits  as  used  on  the  northern  side  of  the 
boundary  line. 

2819.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Whom  did  he  remonstrate  with  ? — He  has 
remonstrated  in  the  presence  of  the  camp. 

2820.  But  with  whom? — I  cannot  say  that  he  has  remonstrated  with  any 
individual  in  particular ;  but  he  has  expressed  himself  in  very  indignant  terms 
in  my  presence. 

2821.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Whom  did  he  remonstrate  against  ?— Against  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company's  fur  traders. 

2822.  Mx.  Edward  Ellice.']  How  did  the  remonstrance  arise  ?  -He  spoke  of 
the  increasingly  large  quantity,  as  he  represented  it,  of  rum  which  was 
employed  amongst  the  Indians,  and  he  spoke  of  the  demoralising  effects. 

2823.  Where  ? — On  the  frontier. 

2824.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Has  anything  ever  come  under  your  own  personal 
inspection  of  the  demoralising  effects  of  ardent  spirits  on  the  Indians  ? — Yes. 

282.5.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice. \  Who  is  that  Mr.  Kitson  that  you  spoke  of  ?  — He 
is,  I  believe,  the  representative  for  the  Minesota  territory. 

2826.  Is  he  not  a  trader  on  the  frontier  in  opposition  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  f — I  cannot  say  that  he  is  engaged  in  opposition  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  , 

2827.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  not  ? — I  do  not  think  that  he  is  a  fur  trader 
in  opposition  to  the  Company. 

2S28.  Do  you  not  know  that  Mr.  Kitson  is  a  trader  in  competition  with  the 
Company  ? — He  is  a  trader,  I  believe,  in  the  Minesota  territory,  in  connexion 
with  the  fur-trading  Company  in  that  country. 

2829.  Is  -Mr.  Kitson  at  Red  River  as  wdl  as  in  the  American  territory  r —He 
does  not  reside  at  Red  River,  I  believe. 

2830.  Do 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.     147 

2830.  Do  you  know  whether  he  frequents  Red  River  ?-He  visits  Red  River  Rev.G.  0.  Corbett. 

backwards  and  forwards,  I  believe,  as  often  as  he  accompanies  the  mail  up       

from  Mmesota  towards  Red  River.  9  March  1857. 

^831.  Have  you  not  reason  to  believe  that  Mr.  Kitson  is  a  trader  in  com- 
petition with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  not  only  in  the  American  territory 
but  in  the  territory  as  far  north  as  Red  River  ?— Not  on  the  British  side.  I  do 
not  think  it  at  all. 

2832.  Do  you  know  what  his  occupation  at  Red  River  is  when  he  is 
there  ?— The  most,  I  believe,  that  I  have  heard  respectmg  his  visits  at  Red 
River  is 

2833.  Just  answer  the  question;  do  you  know  what  his  business  is  when 
he  goes  so  frequently  to  Red  River  ;  why  does  he  go  there  ?— I  believe  that  he 
has  relatives  at  Red  River,  and  that  he  visits  those  relatives  ;  and  he  takes  an 
interest  in  forwarding  goods,  and  letters,  and  mails  up  to  Red  River,  and  visits  . 
Red  River ;  and  the  people  of  Red  River  take  an  interest  in  all  his  visits  as  a 
consequence. 

2834.  Do  not  you  know  that  he  trades  there  ? — He  may  privately  enter  into 
arrangements  for  that,  but  I  have  no  fact  before  me  to  prove  it. 

2835.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Do  you  beUeve  that  he  trades  in  furs  there  ? — I  do  not 
believe  that  he  trades  in  furs  on  the  British  territory. 

2836.  Have  you  seen  any  instances  of  the  use  or  abuse  of  spirituous  liquors 
in  dealings  for  furs  by  the  agents  of  the  Company  ? — I  have  seen  Indians  intoxi- 
cated within  the  gates  of  the  Upper  Fort  Garry. 

2837.  What  reason  have  you  to  suppose  that  that  liquor  came  from  the 
Company  ? — It  must  have  come  from  the  fort ;  there  is  no  other  source  for  it 
within  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  fort ;  and  I  have  seen  Indians  in  their 
encampments,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fort,  in  a  statev  of  intoxication, 
and  so  wild  that  I  myself  have  ridden  out  of  my  way  to  be  secure  in 
traveUing. 

2838.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Where  ? — In  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Garry. 

2839.  Were  you  encamped  there  ? — No  ;  I  have  passed  by  them. 

2840.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Could  not  they  have  procured  those  spirits  from  the 
settlers  ? — They  may  have  obtained  a  little  from  some  of  them  ;  and  very  likely 
some  of  the  settlers  use  rum  as  well  as  the  Company. 

2841.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  There  are  grog-shops  there,  are  there  not? — Not 
that  I  am  aware  of. 

2842.  Not  in  Red  River?—  Not  in  Red  River. 

2843.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Philip  Kennedy? — Yes. 

2844.  Does  not  he  keep  a  grog-shop? — He  never  did  when  I  was  at  the 
Rapids,  and  I  resided  close  to  his  residence ;  there  was  no  grog-shop  there  then, 
nor  the  slightest  appearance  of  grog.  I  have  seen  Indians  intoxicated  in  my 
own  district ;  there  was  a  case  that  happened  in  my  own  district. 

2845.  Mr.  Gordon.]  Is  it  within  your  personal  knowledge  ? — Yes.  I  had  left 
my  own  station,  and  after  returning  to  it,  I  found  that  a  woman  and  children 
had  left  their  cottage,  and  taken  refuge  underneath  our  own  roof.  I  inquired 
the  reason  of  it,  and  they  told  me  that  it  was  because  they  had  been  excluded 
from  their  own  dwelling.  I  then  went  to  the  husband,  and  inquired  the  cause 
of  it,  and  he  said  the  cause  was  this,  that  the  Indians  and  half-breeds,  on 
returning  from  the  fort  of  the  Company,  at  Fort  Garry,  after  having  taken 
down  their  furs,  sought  admission  into  his  warm  room  to  warm  themselves ; 
and  after  staying  to  warm  themselves  a  little  they  then  began  to  hand  round 
the  rum. 

2846.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Who  did? — The  Indians  and  half-breeds  inside 
this  cottage ;  and  after  drinking  the  rum  for  some  time  they  came  to  high 
words,  and  from  high  words  they  came  to  blows,  and  a  regular  fight  took  place ; 
and  so  dreadful  was  this  fight  that  the  man  said  he  did  not  know  what  to  do 
to  get  them  out  of  the  house  :  the  thought  struck  him  that  he  would  pull  down 
the  stove  piping  and  stove  ;  and  he  set  to  work,  and  pulled  down  the  stove 
piping  and  stove ;  and  in  consequence  the  room  was  so  completely  filled  with 
ashes  and  smoke  that  all  the  Indians  and  the  half-breeds,  his  wife,  and  family, 
ran  out  into  the  air. 

2847.  Mr.  Gordon.]  What  reason  have  you  to  suppose  that  those  spirits  were 
procured  from  the  Company's  agents?— The  statement  of  the  man  was,  that 
they  had  taken  down  their  furs'  and  had  returned  with  rum,  as  well  as  other 

0.25.  T2  things; 
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Rev.  G.  0.  Corbett.  things ;  as  to  the  man,  he  in   consequence  of  that  dispute   and  fight  is  at 

variance  with  an  individual  a  little  distance  from  where  he  resides  in  the  neigh- 

9  March  1857.      bourhood. 

2848.  Have  you  a  school  in  your  district  ? — Yes. 

2849.  I^  i*^  numerously  attended? — It  would  be  numerously  attended  if  we 
had  the  means  to  carry  it  on,  but  we  have  not  had  the  means  to  carry  it 
forward. 

28.50.  From  what  causes  ?  — Partly  from  the  inability  of  the  society  to  afford 
means,  and  partly  owing  to  the  effects  of  the  war  upon  the  societies. 

2851.  Is  it  attended  by  Indians  and  half-breeds,  or  by  whites  ? — My  station 
includes  the  half-breeds,  the  settlers,  and  the  Indians  ;  we  have  a  large  number 
of  French  half-breeds  in  the  neighbourhood. 

2852.  Do  you  find  the  half-breeds  anxious  for  education  at  your  station  ? — 
Very  anxious. 

2853.  Mr.  Blackburn.]  I  think  you  mentioned  the  war  as  affecting  the 
station  ;  will  you  be  good  enough  to  say  what  you  meant  by  the  effect  of  the 
war  upon  the  station,  on  account  of  which  you  stated  that  you  could  not  get 
more  children  to  the  school  ?^ — I  referred  to  the  effects  of  the  late  war  in  the 
Crimea  upon  pocieties  in  depressing  their  funds. 

2854.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  You  have  travelled  up  the  Red  River,  have 
you  not  ? — Yes. 

2855.  Are  there  many  small  streams  running  into  it  on  either  side? — There 
are  a  great  many  on  the  western  route  ;  on  the  western  side  of  the  Red  River, 
and  numerous  streams  on  the  eastern  side. 

2856.  You  have  travelled  on  both  sides  ? — Yes. 

2857.  How  many  such  streams  are  there  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  at  Lake 
Winnipeg  to  the  boundary  Hne  ? — I  should  think  there  are  20  or  30 . 

2858.  That  is  in  a  distance  of  60  miles,  is  it  not  ?— No,  there  would  be  more 
than  60  miles  to  Winnipeg  from  the  boundary  line ;  I  believe  that  the  boundary 
line  is  one  degree  south  of  Fort  Garry,  and  Fort  Garry  is  on  the  Red  River, 
about  30  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Lake  Winnipeg. 

2859.  What  is  the  nature  of  those  streams  ? — They  are  not  very  large  ;  some 
of  the  beds  are  very  rocky,  and  others  have  beds  of  clay  and  gravel. 

2860.  Are  they  timbered  streams,  or  is  there  no  timber  on  the  banks  ? — 
I  saw  timber  on  most  of  them  ;  there  is  timber,  particularly  on  the  eastern  side 
of  the  Red  River  ;  not  so  much  on  the  western  side. 

2S61.  Is  it  heavy  timber  ? — Some  of  it. 

2862.  So  that  in  the  country  from  Lake  Winnipeg  to  the  boundary  line  there 
is  plenty  of  wood  for  the  use  of  settlers  r — There  is  plenty  of  wood,  especially 
on  the  eastern  side. 

28C3.  But  not  so  much  on  the  western  side  ? — Not  so  much  on  the  western 
side,  although  there  is  a  great  deal  on  the  western  side. 

2864.  Have  you  travelled  up  the  Assiniboine  ? — I  have  travelled  about  80 
miles  up  the  Assiniboine. 

2865.  What  is  the  furthest  point  to  the  west  where  you  have  been? — The 
neighbourhood  of  Portage-la-Prairie. 

2866.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  that  midway  between  Fort  Garry  and  Brandon 
House  ? — Yes ;  it  is  not  far  from  Fort  Pelly,  1  think  ;  I  think  Fort  Pelly  is  the 
nearest  fort  one  meets  in  advancing  westwards  ;  I  am  not  sure. 

2867.  Mr.  Charles  Filzwilliam.]  Is  that  a  timbered  country  ? — It  is  very  well 
timbered,  I  believe ;  all  the  way  up  to  Portage-la-Prairie  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
timber.     There  is  a  good  deal  of  timber  on  the  other  rivers. 

2868.  Mr.  Edward Ellicc]  Were  you  ever  at  Fort  Pelly? — I  have  been  as 
near  it  as  Portage-la-Prairie. 

2869.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  You  think  that  all  this  is  a  country  with 
sufficient  wood  for  the  use  of  settlers? — I  think  so,  and  the  land  is  also  good: 
hence  luxuriant  vegetation,  which,  when  dry,  forms  fuel  for  the  great  burning 
prairies,     I  have  a  picture  here  of  burning  prairies  on  the  Assiniboine  River. 

2870.  Mr.  Edioard  Ellice.]  Do  not  you  know  that  Fort  Pelly  is  250  miles, 
and  Portage-la-Prairie  only  60  miles  from  Red  River? — it  may  be  as  far  as 
that,  but  I  believe  that  Fort  Pelly  is  the  nearest  fort  to  that  neighbourhood  in 
the  western  direction. 

2871.  Mr.  Charles  FitzwUliam.]  Are  there  frequent  fires  on  those  prairies  ? 
— Yes  ;  for  three  weeks  together. 

2872.  Do 
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country  ?-Onrreason  ^^^^  ^^^^  '^  ^^'^  ''^'''°''  ^^^  ^^^""^  '"  '°  ^'"^^  ^''''^  '"^  *^^  ^*"-  ^-  ^-  ^'"■*'"' 

.  f^!''^;  ^u  *^^  ?''?  ^^""^  stopped  would  it  spring  up  ?— Yes.    I  travelled  through     9  M^^dT^:. 
a  torest  which  took  us  six  days  to  t^vel  through,  and  a  great  portion  of  that 
lorest  was  on  fire ;  many  of  the  young  trees  were  damaged  and  dying,  and  many 
01  tne  other  fine  trees  in  the  forest  were  on  fire  ;  I  travelled  over  600  miles  of 
burnt  prairie. 

2^74-  Where  was  that?— From  the  British  side  down  into  Minesota. 
2b75-  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  resided  for  three  years  in  and  about  the  Red  River 
Settlement  ? — Yes. 

2875*.  M'hat  facility  had  you  for  transmitting  your  letters  from  that  settle- 
R^^  o~  *^^'  ^^^^^  stages,  I  believe,  of  my  residing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Ked  Kiver,  I  had  to  avail  myself  of  the  half-yearly  communications  through 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Co  iipany's  territories. 

28-6.^  How  did  they  go  ?— They  went  I  believe  from  fort  to  fort  through  the 
Hudson  s  Bay  Company's  territory ;  once  a  year,  I  beHeve,  the  custom  was  to 
send  letters  from  Red  River  to  York  Factory  and  thence  to  England  by  the 
ship ;  the  other  route  was  vid  Lake  Superior,  twice  a  year.  Since  the  Americans 
have  been  approaching  towards  the  borders,  and  the  Government  of  America 
has  been  affording  facilities  for  the  transmission  of  settlers  and  letters  and  those 
kind  of  things,  we  have  sent  our  letters  through  America  down  by  Crow  Wine- 
to  St.  Paul  and  thence  to  England. 

2877.  You  have  sent  your  letters  as  far  as  Pembina,  where  you  join  the 
American  post  ?— Yes. 

287S.  In  regard  to  the  Lake  Superior  district,  how  often  were  the  letters  or 
despatches  sent  on  that  route  ?— I  belief  half-yearly  was  the  rule. 

2879.  -Axe  you  speaking  of  a  matter  within  your  own  knowledge  ? — I  believe 
it  existed  when  I  arrived ;  I  am  not  sure  that  it  does  not  exist  at  the  present 
time ;  the  annual  communication  of  course  exists  at  the  present  time  vid  the 
ship. 

2880.  An  observation  has  been  made  in  this  Committee  that  letters  written 
at  the  Red  River  Settlement  were  examined  or  inspected  by  the  authorities 
there.  ,  Does  that  come  within  your  knowledge  ? — It  has  not  come  within  my 
knowledge,  but  I  have  heard  settlers  again  and  again  say  that  they  have  been 
afraid  to  send  their  letters  ;  that  they  have  therefore  been  thfe  more  anxious  to 
see  the  other  route  opened  up  so  that  they  might  send  their  letters  without 
the  possibility  of  inspection. 

288 J.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  were  afraid  of  their  letters  being  in- 
spected bv  the  authorities  before  they  were  dispatched? — They  were  afraid 
of  it. 

2882.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Will  you  tell  us  the  names  of  any  settlers  who 
have  expressed  to  you  those  fears  ? — I  prefer  not  doing  so ;  they  are  in  the 
territory. 

2883.  Chairman.]  Are  you  able  to  adduce  any  evidence  to  substantiate  the 
grave  charge  which  you  have  made  in  your  previous  answer  ? — The  charge  has 
not  been  brought  forward  by  me  ;  but  rests  entirely  on  the  evidence  to  which 
the  Honourable  Member's  question  refers  (a).  I  could  mention  the  names  of  the 
parties,  but  I  should  prefer  not  doing  so,  because  they  would  say  at  once  that 
they  should  have  no  market  for  their  goods  in  the  country.  They  would  not 
be  tolerated  in  freedom  in  the  country  if  their  names  were  known.  There 
was  one  settler  in  particular  who  wished  me  to  bring  a  letter  to  England  to 
represent  his  case  ;  but  he  said,  "  If  I  allow  you  to  take  that  letter  I  shall  not 
be  able  to  sell  my  bushels  of  wheat,  and  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  clothing 
for  my  poor  children."  So  that  that  is  the  reason.  1  could  not  mention  the 
names. 

2884.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Have  you  that  letter  in  your  possession  ? — No. 

2885.  If  you  are  not  prepared  to  substantiate  that  allegation  will  you  withdraw 
it? — I  simply  express  my  impression  from  what  has  been  said  in  the  country; 
that  is  all  that  1  can  say  upon  the  subject.  I  repeat,  the  charge  has  not  been 
adduced  by  me. 

2886.  Had  you  ever  any  fear  yourself   of  your    letters  being  opened?— I 

really 

(a)  See  Question  1895  in  Sir  George  Simpson's  Evidence.     Letter  of  Mr.  R.  Lane. 
0.25.  T  3 
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letters. 

9  March  1857.  2887.  What  do  you  call  "  a  special  stamp  "  ? — One  with  my  own  initials,  &c. 

2888.  Chairman.']  Has  any  case  ever  come  to  your  knowledge  in  which  it 
was  clearly  proved  that  a  letter  had  been  thus  opened  ? — No. 

Sir  Juhn  Richardson,  c.B.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 


C.  B. 


Sir  J.  Richardson,  2889.  Chairman.]  WHAT  opportunities  have  you  had  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  that  portion  of  British  North  America  which  is  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  have  made  three  several 
journeys  through  it,  and  have  resided  altogether  in  the  comitry  about  s6ven 
years  during  those  journeys. 

2890.  Have  you  only  known  it  in  your  capacity  as  a  traveller  ? — In  no  other 
capacity. 

2891.  Have  you  never  been  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in 
any  manner  t — In  no  manner  as  a  servant,  or  paid  in  any  way  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ;  I  had  some  share  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  stock  at  one  time, 
which  is  now  transferred. 

2892.  You  are  not  a  proprietor  at  this  moment  ?— I  am  not  a  proprietor, 
although  I  have  a  life  interest  in  a  few  shares. 

2893.  Under  what  circumstances  were  the  journe)fs  that  you  allude  to  under- 
taken ?— I  went  out  first  in  1819  with  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  we  travelled  from 
York  Factory  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  from  thence  to  Great  Slave  Lake,  and 
down  the  Copper  Mine  Pdver  to  the  Arctic  Sea,  and  then  back  again  by  nearly 
the  same  route ;  that  was  the  first  journey,  which  occupied  three  and  a  half 
years. 

2894.  What  was  the  second  journey? — The  second  journey  was  in  1825  ;  I 
went  out  by  the  way  of  New  York,  and  travelled  by  Montreal,  Lake  Huron,  Lake 
Superior,  Fort  William,  Winnipeg,  Churchill  River,  Athabasca,  Great  Slave 
Lake,  and  on  to  Great  Bear  Lake,  upon  the  Mackenzie.  Then  I  descended 
the  Mackenzie  River  and  travelled  to  the  eastward  along  the  coast  to  the 
Copper  Mine  River,  which  I  ascended,  and  came  back  to  Great  Bear  Lake  I 
returned  homewards  by  the  same  route,  except  that  I  diverged  at  Isle  k  la 
Crosse  over  the  prairies  to  Carlton  House,  and  descended  the  Saskatchewan 
from  thence  to  Cumberland  House.  » 

2S95.  Mr.  Edivard  EUice.]  How  long  did  that  occupy?  — 1  was  two  and  a 
half  years  in  the  country  upon  that  occasion. 

2896.  Chairman.]  Will  you  describe  your  third  journey  ? — The  third  journey 
was  in  1848  and  1849  ;  I  went  out  to  search  the  coast  for  Sir  John  Franklin  ; 
I  made  very  nearly  the  same  journey  that  I  did  upon  the  second  occasion,  only 
the  route  through  the  United  States  was  different. 

2897.  Were  you  ever  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ? — I  have 
never  been  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

2898.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee  any  general 
opinion  which  you  have  foraied  of  the  capabilities  of  any  considerable  portion 
of  the  country  which  you  have  traversed,  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  and 
colonisation  ? — With  regard  to  the  production  of  cereals,  wheat  may  be  grown 
up  to  the  58th  parallel  of  latitude,  in  favourable  places,  but  only  in  parts. 

2899.  Mr.  Edward  Eltice.]  Probably  you  will  tell  us  the  general  aspect  of  the 
territory,  taking  it  as  a  whole.  It  has  been  stated  here  that  it  is  divided  into 
three  distinct  divisions  ? — In  giving  a  general  idea  of  so  extensive  a  country,  I 
should  take  the  Rocky  Mountain  chain  as  a  nucleus  of  the  description.  Its  peaks 
rise  from  12,000  to  15,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea;  on  the  eastward 
it  has  an  inclined  base  of  about  150  miles  wide,  composed  of  sandstone,  and 
lying  8,000  feet  above  the  sea ;  then  there  is  a  sloping  prairie  land  from  600 
to  800  miles  wide,  called  rolUng  prairie,  on  which  there  are  some  blufi^s 
but  no  peaks  and  no  hills  of  any  note  ;  that  is  mostly  grass  land  ;  then 
there  is  a  tract  of  rocky  country,  extremely  uneven,  but  not,  rising  very  high, 
about  200  miles  wide,  bounding  a  chain  of  lakes  which  separates  it  generally 
from  the  prairie  land,  although  there  is  a  little  woody  country  intervening 
between  these  lakes  ami  the  prairie;  then  there  is  a  very  uneven  country  of  equal 
width  descending  to  Hudson's  Bay,  partly  Umestone  ;  all  that  200  miles  wide 

tract 
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tract  is  composed  of  granite,  and  is  totally  unfit  for  cultivation,  except  a  very  &ir  /.  Richardson, 

few  spots  where  there  is  some  Httle  alluvial  soil  Ci)llected.  c.b. 

2900.  Mr.  Grogan  ]  Is  that  the  district  of  the  Great  Lakes  ?— The  district  of 

the  Great  Lakes  runs  about  south-west  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  ^  ^'^^''^  ^^^7- 
and  does  not  interfere  with  it ;  the  district  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  is 

separated  from  that  of  the  Great  Lakes  by  an  elevated  rocky  ridge,  not  nearly 
so  high  as  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but  by  a  ridge  in  which  the  pass  over  which 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  travel  to  the  north,  and  which,  1  suppose  to  be 
well  chosen,  is  820  feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Superior,  which  itself  is  about 
640  feet  above  the  sea ;  the  pass  is  probably  about  1,460  feet  altogether  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  The  summit  of  the  watershed  at  Thousand  Islands  Lake 
is  40  or  60  miles  from  Lake  Superior  in  a  direct  line,  and  the  much  longer  and 
circuitous  canoe  route  rises  at  least  800  feet.within  the  50  miles. 

2901 .  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Ts  that  territory  divided  ;  we  have  had  it  in  evi- 
dence that  it  is  divided  into  the  barren  grounds,  the  thickwood,  and  the  prairie 
country? — The  prairie  country  is  grassy,  and  extends,  as  I  have  said,  from  the 
inclined  base  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  for  600  or  800  miles  to  the  eastward  ;  next 
comes  the  wooded  Umestone  country  in  the  middle  part  of  the  Saskatchewan,  a 
very  flat  country,  in  which  the  stone  is  very  near  the  surface,  and  there  is  very 
little  soil.  In  fact,  in  some  parts  there  is  almost  no  soil ;  in  others  there  is  a 
considerable  quantity  of  marshy  alluvial  soil  collected  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river,  flooded  almost  every  spring ;  indeed  I  have  seen  the  whole  country  almost 
under  water  for  many  miles  on  each  side  of  the  Saskatchewan.  Then  going  on 
northwards,  and  crossing  a  very  slight  elevation  of  land  at  the  Frog  Portage, 
you  enter  upon  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  or  Churchill  River,  which  crosses 
the  country  from  west  to  east,  and  flows  into  Hudson's  Bay,  a  narrow  valley ; 
but  after  crossing  the  Methy  Portage,  in  about  latitude  56  degrees,  there  is  a 
descent  for  about  1,200  miles  to  the  Northern  Ocean,  down  which  the  Mackenzie 
flows  on  nearly  a  north-west  course.  From  latitude  61  degrees,  on  Hudson's 
Bay,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Churchill  Fort,  to  the  north  end  of  Great  Bear 
Lake,  in  latitude  67  degrees,  there  is  a  line  beyond  which  the  woods  do  not 
extend;  the  north-eastern  corner  of  the  continent  contains  n(;  wood  whatever, 
and  is  totally  barren;  it  will  not  produce  grain  under  any  circumstances,  nor 
any  kind  of  vegetable  food  for  man,  except  lichens. 

^902.  In  those  three  districts,  assuming  them  to  be  the  barren  ground,  the 
thickwood,  and  the  prairie  country,  will  you  give  us  your  opinion  of  the  relative 
capability  for  the  settlement  or  abode  of  Europeans? — If,  under  the  name  of 
"  settlement,"  is  meant  the  means  of  subsistence  simply,  I  think  that  a  con- 
siderable population  might  subsist  as  high  as  Peace  River  upon  the  alluvial 
points  and  the  skirts  of  the  prairie  land,  but  if  it  is  to  be  a  productive  or  pro- 
gressive colony,  I  think  that  there  are  no  means,  and  that  there  are  not  likely 
to  be  any  means  of  producing  a  flourishing  colony  without  some  market  or 
some  conveyance  for  the  grain ;  they  would  only  raise  grain  enough  to  support 
themselves,  but  could  not  export  grain  without  better  roads  than  exist  at 
present ;  a  railroad  from  Canada,  if  such  a  thing  could  be  constructed,  might 
offer  an  outlet,  but  until  the  settlement  of  Canada  has  advanced  close  to  the 
Red  River,  I  do  not  think  that  any  wise  settler  would  go  beyond  that  place, 
there  being  so  much  better  land  much  nearer  the  market  to  be  had  at  a  very 
moiterate  rate. 

:2U03.  We  hear  that  the  limestone  prevails  in  a  considerable  part  of  that 
prairie  country  and  also  to  the  northward  of  Lake  Superior ;  limestone  is  gene- 
rally a  fertilizing  agent ;  in  that  country  do  you  think  it  can  be  made  so : — 
The  Umestone  which  prevails  all  along  the  west  bank  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  and 
from  thence  up  to  Cumberland  House  and  on  to  the  Riviere  Maligne  at  Beaver 
Lake,  is  not  a  fertile  limestone  ;  it  contains  a  large  quantity  of  magnesia,  which 
is  generally  thought  to  be  very  injurious  to  agriculture  ;  the  greater  portion  of 
it  is  maguesian,  and  very  near  the  surface,  a  great  part-  of  it  being  quite  naked, 
with  no  soil  at  all ;  and  cultivation  at  Cumberland  House,  which  is  a  post  which 
has  been  established  for  a  very  long  period,  has  extended  in  a  very  small 
degree  ;  there  are  only  a  few  fields  round  that  post  which  have  been  found 
productive. 

2904.  Have  you  ever  travelled  by  land  on  the  northern  shore  of  Lake 
Superior  between  Saut  St.  Marie  and  Fort  William  .'—I  have  been  four  times 
along-  that  coast  in  passing  to  and  from  Canada. 

0.25.  T  4  2905.  What 
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2905.  What  is  the  character  of  the  country  there?— It  is  very  hilly,  very 
rocky ;  it  is  mostly  primitive  rock ;  that  is  to  say,  granite  and  porphyry  with 
some  conglomerates,  gneiss,  and  talcose  slates  ;  it  is  a  very  hilly  country,  with 
deep  valleys  and  very  precipitous  cliffs. 

2906.  Is  there  anything  in  that  country  which  you  think  tempting  or  bene- 
ficial to  a  settler  ? — There  are  a  few  alluvial  points  at  the  mouths  of  the  rivers 
which  flow  into  Lake  Superior  which  would  be  productive,  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  country  which  one  sees  in  passing  along  Lake  Superior  is  entirely  desti- 
tute of  soil.  The  fires  have  spread,  and  destroyed  the  trees,  and  burnt  up  the 
soil,  so  that  the  naked  rock  is  the  most  prevailing  thing  over  a  great  portion  of 
that  district.  There  are  some  parts  which  are  still  covered  thickly  with  wood, 
but  I  think  the  general  character  of  a  very  large  portion  of  the  north  shore  of 
Lake  Superior  is  a  naked  rock,  with  but  little  soil,  and  very  rugged. 

2907.  Proceeding  westward  from  Fort  WiUiam,  what  is  the  character  of  the 
country  between  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Winnipeg  ? — The 
canoe  route,  which  is  all  that  I  know,  ascends  the  Dog  River,  about  50  miles, 
to  Dog  Lake ;  that  is  a  rapid  river,  with  rich  woods  on  each  side,  and  there  is 
some  capability  of  producing  grain  on  the  banks  of  the  river  ;  but  at  Dog  Lake 
the  land  is  elevated ;  it  is  1,300  feet  above  the  sea,  and  the  season  is  very  late  ; 
tlie  ice  does  not  break  up  till  the  end  of  May  generally.  From  that  the  canoe 
route  leads  over  a  rocky  country,  intersected  by  very  numerous  lakes  and 
grassy  swamps. 

2yo8.  Is  there  anything  in  that  country  which  has  particular  capabilities  for 
a  settler  r  — I  saw  no  spots  which  would  tempt  a  settler  there. 

2909.  Were  you  at  Rainy  Lake  ? — I  passed  through  Rainy  Lake. 

2910.  What  is  the  character  of  Rainy  Lake? — The  banks  of  Rainy  Lake  are 
of  a  better  character ;  there  being  more  alluvial  soil,  and  many  points  on  which 
grain  might  be  produced.  I  cannot  speak  to  any  great  extent  of  country  away 
from  the  canoe  route  ;  I  only  saw  it  on  each  side  for  a  few  miles.  I  think  that 
many  of  the  points  might  produce  j^rain. 

2911.  You  say  that  you  were  various  times  in  the  Saskatchewan ;  without 
going  to  particular  points,  taking  the  general  character  of  the  banks  of  the 
River  Saskatchewan,  what  are  its  capabilities  as  regards  settlement  ? — Of  all  the 
lower  part  below  Cumberland  House,  I  think  there  are  only  two  or  three  points 
which  would  maintain  a  family  of  farmers ;  there  is  no  place  which  I  saw  that 
would  maintain  a  colony  of  any  size.  I  think  three  or  four  farmers  might 
occupy  the  whole  of  the  points  that  are  productive.  1  believe  that  Mr.  Leith, 
who  left  a  sum  of  money  to  found  a  church  for  the  benefit  of  the  natives  of  that 
district,  and  who  wished  to  collect  them  into  a  village,  found  only  one  spot 
which  was  available  for  that  purpose. 

2912.  That  was  near  Fort  Cumberland,  was  it  not? — It  was  at  the  Pas,  some 
distance  below  Fort  Cumberland ;  but  the  whole  of  that  country  about  the  Pas 
is  intersected  by  lakes,  and  in  the  spring  and  a  great  part  of  the  summer  it  is 
under  water ;  it  is  very  level.  Although  the  limestone  comes  near  the  surface, 
the  country  is  easily  flooded.  You  may  travel  almost  in  any  direction,  as  far 
as  my  view  extended,  with  canoes  ;  the  spring  floods  leaving  only  a  few  elevated 
alluvial  points  upon  which  the  Indians  have  built  their  huts. 

2913.  Passing-  from  the  banks  of  the  River  Saskatchewan,  have  you  been  up 
into  the  prairie  country  for  any  distance  ?— Not  higher  than  Carlton  House ; 
just  upon  the  verge  of  the  Great  Prairie  district,  and  I  have  travelled  from  thence 
to  Lac  la  Crosse  across  that  part  of  the  prairie.  The  alluvial  points  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan there  might  be  productive ;  they  are  wooded ;  and  if  it  were  worth 
while  clearing  away  the  wood  they  would  produce  grain,  but  the  prairie  itself, 
although  fit,  probably,  for  sheep  pasture,  is  not  of  a  soil  that  I  think  would  be 
productive  for  cereal  cultivation. 

2914.  Is  that  from  the  nature  of  the  soilfer  from  the  shallowness  of  it  ? — It 
is  a  sufficiently  deep  soil ;  it  is  a  sandy  soil ;  it  produces  grass,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is  rich  enough  to  produce  grain  ;  1  have  not  seen  it  tried ;  near  the 
Fludsoli's  Bay  posts  the  tradeis  cultivate  the  low  alluvial  points,  which  contain 
a  rich  soil,  and  they  are  productive  enough. 

^915.  When  you  were  there  what  did  \ou  hear  of  the  existence  of  coal  in  the 
Saskatchewan  ?— There  is  tertiary  coal,  I  am  told,  in  the  upper  branches  of 
the  S^askatchewan,  but  I  did  not  travel  in  that  route.  I  had  specimens  of  the 
(oal,  which  were  clearl}-  of  a  tertiary  nature. 

2916.  Coal 
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2916.  Coal  of  a  tertiary  formation  is  not  very  combustible,  is  it?— It  is  not 
used  generaUy.  There  is  coal  of  the  same  kind  upon  the  Mackenzie,  which 
IS  exceedingly  disagreable  to  burn,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  sulphureous 
vapours  which  it  emits ;  and  it  will  not  do  to  work  iron ;  it  makes  it  short ; 
but  It  has  been  very  little  tried  as  a  fuel,  as  the  fur  posts  are  placed  in  well 
wooded  localities. 

2917.  What  is  the  character  of  the  wood  on  the  Saskatchewan,  up  in  the 
prairie  land  towards  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  in  that  direction ;  is  there 
much  of  it?— On  the  alluvial  points,  in  the  narrow  valleys  of  the  river  and  its 
tributaries  there  is  a  good  deal  of  wood ;  all  the  alluvial  points  are  covered 
with  wood  ;  but  if  you  go  into  the  prairie  there  is  no  wood ;  there  are  a  few 
clumps  at  first,  and  then  one  comes  into  the  prairie,  in  which  there  is  no  wood 
whatever  to  be  seen. 

291 8.  Is  that  for  a  great  extent  ?  — A  great  extent,  I  understand.  Wherever 
a  stream  crosses  the  prairie  there  is  generally  wood  upon  the  alluvial  points  ; 
but  a  man  may  travel  a  number  of  days,  as  1  undfrstaud,  though  I  have  never 
travelled  that  distance  myself,  without  seeing  a  bit  of  wood  ;  and  the  traveller 
is  obliged  to  burn  the  dung  of  the  buffalo  for  fuel. 

2919.  One  of  your  great  objects,  I  believe,  in  going  out  was  for  scientific 
observations  ?— My  object  in  going  out  the  last  time  was  to  look  for  Sir  John 
FrankUn's  ships. 

2920.  What  was  your  object  previously  ? — Previously  I  was  attached,  as 
surgeon,  to  the  expeditions.  I  made  the  observations  as  having  an  opportunity 
of  doing  so,  but  I  did  not  go  out  solely  for  that  purpose. 

292 1 .  Have  you  made  any  observations  respecting  the  existence  of  what  is 
called  ground-ice,  or  permanently  frozen  soil  ? — Yes,  I  made  some  few  observa- 
tions myself,  and  at  my  suggestion  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  instituted  a 
pretty  extensive  series  of  observations,  to  ascertain  how  far  the  ground-ice 
corresponded  with  that  in  Siberia.  The  conclusion  to  which  I  came  was  that 
there  is  permanently  frozen  ground  almost  everywhere  near  Hudson's  Bay 
north  of  56  or  57  degrees  of  latitude  ;  north  of  the  mean  temperature  of  32 
degrees  a  portion  of  the  ground  is  frozen  the  whole  year. 

2922.  What  is  the  limit  of  that  isothermal  fine  of  32  degrees  ? — In  crossing 
the  American  continent  it  ascends  to  the  north  as  it  goes  to  the  westward ; 
it  comes  much  lower  upon  the  side  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  ascends  obliquely 
from  Rupert's  House,  on  the  5 1st  parallel  of  latitude  near  the  bay,  crossing 
Beaver  Lake,  in  latitude  55  degrees,  and  following  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
to  Isle  k  la  Crosse  in  latitude  56  degrees  ;  but  the  mean  limit  may  be  consi- 
dered as  55  degrees.  There  is  permanent  ice  at  York  Factory,  a  very  thick 
bed  of  it,  which  is  never  thawed  ;  south  of  Fort  Chipewayan  it  runs  across  to 
the  Rocky  Mountains ;  then,  upon  the  other  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  it 
is  deflected  again  to  the  south ;  the  lines  do  not  run  in  parallels  of  latitude 
they  run  obliquely  across. 

2923.  Has  there  come  under  your  observation  at  all  the  relative  degree  of 
frost  in  the  same  parallel  in  the  open  country  and  in  the  wooded  country  ? — In 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  trees,  where  one  could  observe  the  difference 
between  an  open  plain  and  woods,  the  thaw  always  commenced  over  the  roots 
of  the  trees  first. 

2924.  But  with  regard  to  the  frost  itself,  is  the  frost  less  severe  where  it  has 
the  protection  of  wood  or  otherwise  ?— The  frost  caused  by  the  winter  does  not 
penetrate  so  deep  in  the  woods  as  it  does  in  the  open  country  ;  but  that  is  a 
distinct  kind  of  ice  ;  the  permanent  ice  that  I  speak  of  is  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  alternation  of  the  seasons ;  it  is  the  result  of  the  mean  temperature,  and 
the  thickness  to  which  the  frost  penetrates  in  the  winter  and  is  thawed  in  the 
summer  is  a  distinct  thing. 

2925.  It  has  been  suggested  here,  that  the  clearance  of  wood  would  mitigate 
the  severity  of  the  climate  in  these  countries.  In  Canada,  or  in  places  which 
have  been  cultivated,  is  the  winter  frost  less  severe  in  the  open  country  than  in  . 
the  wood  country? — My  observations  were  not  carried  on  with  that  view,  so  as 
to  give  a  decided  opinion  with  regard  to  what  occurred  in  that  country  ;  but 
observations  elsewhere,  in  our  own  country,  show  that  when  the  wood  has 
been  cleared  away  the  climate  has  deteriorated.  In  the  Orkneys,  and  in  many 
parts  where  you  cannot  get  a  tree  to  grow  now,  there  is  evidence  that  at  a 
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previous  period  trees  grew  abundantly  ;  they  are  found  in  every  bog  ;  the  di- 
mate  has  deteriorated ;  I  will  not  be  positive  as  to  the  cause. 

2926.  What  was  the  length  of  the  winter  at  the  different  posts,  say  Fort 
Franklin,  York,  Fort  Liard  and  Fort  Simpson  ? — I  did  not  winter  at  York 
Factory. 

2927.  Take  any  spots  which  you  know  ? — At  Fort  Franklin,  on  the  Great  Bear 
Lake,  the  winter  may  be  said  to  be  ten  months,  counting  from  the  fall  of  snow 
to  the  disappearance  of  the  ice  and  the  snow  again. 

2928.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  mean  annual  heats  of  summer  aud 
winter  in  the  same  degrees  of  latitude  in  Europe  and  in  North  America  r — ^As 
a  general  answer  to  that  question,  I  should  say  that  Europe  has  the  advantage 
over  the  mean  heat  of  America  of  nine  degrees  of  latitude  ;  but  that  answer 
will  not  extend  across  the  American  continent ;  upon  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  the  temperature  is  greater  than  to  the  eastward,  so  that  the  mean 
temperature  at  Fort  Vancouver  exceeds  the  mean  temperature  at  New  York  in 
the  United  States. 

2929.  That  is  to  say  it  is  milder  ? — Yes. 

2930.  Chctirmaii.l  How  is  the  mean  temperature  of  the  western  coast  of 
North  America,  as  compared  with  the  mean  temperature  of  Europe  in  similar 
latitudes? — The  mean  temperature  on  the  west  coast  of  Amei'ica  is  lower  than 
that  of  Europe,  but  higher  than  that  of  the  east  coast  of  America. 

2931.  How  much  lower  than  that  of  Europe? — Fort  Vancouver  probably 
would  be  equal  to  two  degrees  of  latitude,  that  is  to  say,  its  mean  temperature. 

2932.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  I  believe  it  is  a  fact  that  in  Europe  the  vine,  for 
instance,  grows  in  the  parallel  of  51  degrees? — I  believe  the  northern  limit  for 
the  profitable  cultivation  of  the  vine  in  Europe  is  in  the  valley  of  the  Rhine. 

2933.  And  in  America  it  is  at  43  degrees? — In  America  there  is  no  vine 
growing  naturally  beyond  43  degrees. 

2934.  In  a  great  part  of  this  territory  of  which  you  are  speaking,  the  trees 
in  winter  are  frozen  to  the  heart,  are  they  not? — They  are  frozen  throughout 
the  whole  country,  more  or  less,  in  the  middle  of  winter ;  but  upon  the 
Mackenzie  the  largest  trees  are  frozen  to  the  heart. 

2935.  Therefore  in  breaking  wood  for  fuel,  or  anything  else,  you  have  to  use 
particular  instruments  for  the  purpose  ?  — The  hatchets  require  to  be  peculiarly 
tempered ;  the  European  hatchet  breaks  immediately  when  it  is  attempted  to 
be  used  for  that  purpose. 

2936.  You  having  been  in  that  country  at  different  periods,  occupying 
a  long  series  of  years,  I  suppose  you  have  had  some  opportunity  of  judging 
of  the  influence  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  the  population  of  that 
territory ;  will  you  tell  us  what  your  opinion  of  it  is  ? — The  best  way, 
I  think,  of  answering  that  question  would  be  to  describe  what  I  saw  when 
I  first  went  out.  In  1819,  when  I  accompanied  Sir  John  Franklin  out  upon 
his  first  expedition,  the  two  companies,  which  were  then  opposed  to  each  other, 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  North-West  Company,  were  at  war. 
Landing  at  York  Factory  we  found  several  of  the  members  of  the  North- 
West  Company  prisoners  in  the  fort ;  they  had  been  captured  shortly  before 
we  arrived  there.  One  of  them,  a  Mr.  Frobisher,  escaped  with  some  men  and 
perished;  he  died  for  want  of  food  in  attempting  to  make  his  escape.  There 
had  been  a  fight  previously  at  Red  River,  in  which  2 1  people  and  the  governor 
were  killed  ;  and  I  think  14  or  15  were  starved  to  death  upon  the  Peace  River 
in  consequence  of  the  contest.  That  was  the  state  of  the  country  when  we 
went  in.  We  found  both  parties  supplying  the  Indians  hberally  with  spirits. 
The  Indians  were  spending  days  in  drunkenness  at  the  different  posts,  and  a 
contest  altogether  shocking  to  humanity  was  carried  on.  At  that  time  it 
scarcely  appeared  that  the  Indians  had  any  capability  of  being  civilised  at  all. 
When  we  went  out  upon  the  second  occasion,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
having  the  sole  trade  of  the  country,  and  the  sole  management  of  the  Indians, 
there  was  an  improvement ;  spirits  were  no  longer  carried  to  the  north,  or  they 
were  carried  in  small  quantities  then.  I  think  that  at  that  time  the  traders 
themselves  were  supplied  with  a  little  spirits  for  their  ovi^a  use  ;  but  there  was 
a  manifest  improvement,  although  none  of  the  natives  of  pure  blood  had  become 
Christi;ms.  The  missionaries  had  been  out  for  two  or  three  years,  but  had 
made  no  progress  beyond  convertiui^'  one  or  two  of  the  half-caste  Indians,  I 
believe.     Upon  the  last  occasion  in  1848  a  generation  of  the  Crees  had  passed 

away. 
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away,  25  years  having  elapsed,  and  the  new  generation  were  mostly  able  to  Sir  /.  Richardson, 
read  and  write  (all  those  that  I  came  in  contact  with) ;  many  of  them  were  '^•^• 

labouring  for  wages  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  altogether  the  country  -— — — — 
was  peaceable  from  one  end  to  the  other.  [  saw  no  riot  and  nothing  un-  9  March  1857. 
pleasant  throughout  the  whole  journey.  The  Indians,  in  speaking  of  the  Com- 
pany, do  not  speak  of  them  in  the  abstract ;  they  talk  of  the  diiferent  gentle- 
men at  the  posts,  and  the  individual  character  of  the  gentleman  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  their  opinions ;  if  he  is  liberal  and  kind  to  them  they  speak 
highly  of  him.  As  far  as  I  could  judge  they  seemed  well  pleased  with  their 
condition.  I  heard  no  great  complaints,  except  the  complaint  which  Indians 
always  make,  that  they  are  poor,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  presents ;  but 
a  large  number  of  their  young  men  were  then  employed  in  the  Company's 
boats,  and  working  for  very  good  wages.  We  had  to  pay  those  whom  we 
employed  for  the  service  of  the  expedition  wages  which  would  be  thought  very 
good  in  this  country,  at  the  rate  of  30  I.  a  year  besides  feeding  them. 

2937.  ChairmanJ]  From  what  part  of  the  country  did  those  Indians  come  ? 
— T  speak  of  the  Crees  and  the  Northern  Indians. 

2938.  I  refer  to  the  party  of  Indians  that  you  employed  in  your  canoes  on 
your  journey  ? — The  crews  of  the  canoes  were  partly  Iroquois  and  partly  Crees 
or  Chippeways ;  we  also  employed  the  Northern  Indians  almost  throughout  the 
whole  length  of  their  country. 

2939.  Did  you  pay  them  all  in  money  wages? — We  paid  the  Northern 
Indians  by  orders  upon  the  Company  ;  money  did  not  pass. 

2940.  Were  they  ultimately  paid  in  money,  do  you  suppose  ? — I  do  not  know 
for  certain ;  1  believe  they  pay  in  goods  in  the  north ;  I  do  not  know  that  the 
Indians  know  the  value  of  money  properly,  there ;  they  reckon  by  beavers  ;  a 
beaver  has  a  certain  money  value  ;  and  they  are  paid  by  so  many  beavers. 

2941 .  Do  not  the  Indians  nearer  to  the  settled  districts  know  the  value  of 
money? — I  think  they  know  the  value  of  money  very  well  at  Red  River. 
Those  from  Red  River  that  we  saw  were  paid  in  money,  and  the  Iroquois  and 
Chippeways  that  came  from  the  south  were  paid  in  money. 

2942.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  While  you  were  there,  did  you  hear  any  com- 
plaints of  the  rule  of  the  Company  being  oppressive  ? — I  heard  no  complaint 
of  that,  I  had  conversations  with  some  of  the  half-castes  from  Red  River  that 
we  employed ;  and  they  told  me  that  they  had  a  right  to  the  country  in  virtue 
of  their  parentage,  and  wished,  if  they  could,  to  get  possession  of  it.  They 
look  upon  the  exclusive  fur  trade  much  as  our  poachers  do  upon  the  game  laws 
in  this  country,  and  they  wish  to  have  the  fur  trade  to  themselves. 

2943.  Do  you  think,  from  your  experience  of  the  matter,  that  you  could 
suggest  any  other  way  of  keeping  that  country  (I  will  not  call  it  governing  it), 
so  well  as  by  means  of  the  traders  } — I  have  thought  upon  the  subject :  I  think 
that  Canada  could  not  do  it,  seeing  how  that  government  has  failed  already 
with  the  Indians  that  came  under  its  rule  upon  Lake  Superior.  I'he  Chippeways 
came  down  in  a  body  the  year  after  we  passed  down,  and  destroyed  a  mining 
settlement  at  Mical  Bay,  without  the  Canadians  being  able  to  prevent  it ;  that 
was  upon  the  north  side  of  Lake  Superior. 

2944.  Chairman.]  When  did  that  take  place?— I  think  it  was  in  1849.  A 
regiment  was  sent  up  from  Canada  to  suppress  the  foray  ;  but  the  Indians  were 
gone,  and  several  soldiers  died  from  the  severity  of  the  climate  in  going  up. 
]  was  told  by  an  officer  who  conducted  a  part  of  the  force  that  the  poor  men 
actually  died  of  the  cold  in  going  up  to  suppress  these  Indians,  who  had  retired 
to  a  distance,  and  were  never  seen  at  all  after  they  had  unfortunately  destroyed 
the  settlement. 

294/:..  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  there  any  way  which  you  can  suggest  of 
governing  that  country  better  than  by  means  of  the  Company  ? — I  can  suggest 
no  way  :  the  country  I  think  is  perfectly  quiet  under  the  government  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  present.  I  see  several  objections  to  annexing  it  to 
Canada ;  in  the  first  place,  the  Canadians  will  not  pay  any  of  the  clergy  on 
either  side  ;  and  as  there  are  both  Roman-cathoUc  and  Protestant  clergy  to  be 
supported,  and  they  are  partly  supported  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
patronised  by  them,  I  think  that  the  reugious  bodies  would  be  in  an  inferior 
condition  if  the  country  were  annexed  to  Canada,  and  that  the  missionary 
service  would  suffer.  If  the  Imperial  Government  were  to  take  the  country  into 
its  own  hands,  I  think  there  would  be  an  immense  staff  of  magistrates,  and 
.    0.25.  u  2  people 
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Sir  J.  Richardson,  people  to  feed  them,  to  be  scattered  over  that  very  thinly  peopled  country, 
c-B.  otherwise  they  could  neither  subsist  in  it  nor  govern  it.     I  look  upon  it  that 

the  opening  of  the  trade  vpould  bring  in  rival  parties  ;  and  from  what  I  saw 

9  March  1857.      formerly  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  same  scenes  would  recur  which  I  vdtnessed 
in  1819  and  1820. 

2946.  You  have  spoken  of  the  means  of  living.  I  think  you  wintered  for 
two  or  three  years  in  the  country  :  can  you  give  us  an  idea  of  how  you  lived 
in  any  one  of  those  winters ;  of  course  you  were  kept  in  the  best  way  that  you 
could  be? — We  lived  in  different  districts  in  the  different  vdnters:  in  the 
winter  of  1819-20,  when  I  accompanied  Sir  John  Franklin,  we  lived  at  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Post,  upon  the  Saskatchewan,  at  Cumberland,  and  were  fed  by 
the  Company,  principally  upon  fish,  and  partly  on  meat ;  but  the  next  winter, 
of  1820-1821,  we  lived  upon  the  verge  of  the  barren  grounds,  where  there  are 
reindeer,  and  we  fed  upon  the  reindeer  and  upon  such  fish  as  the  small  lakes 
yielded. 

2947.  Sir/.  Pakington.']  Where  was  that? — At  Fort  Enterprise,  some  dis- 
tance north  of  the  Great  Slave  Lake. 

2948.  Mx.  Edward  Ellke.']  Had  you  any  farinaceous  food  or  vegetables  ? — 
We  had  none  whatever ;  no  vegetables  of  any  description. 

2949.  Nor  flour? — Nor  flour;  and  we  lived  that  year  entirely  in  the  same 
precarious  way  that  the  Indians  themselves  did  ;  towards  the  spring  frequently 
passing  two  or  three  days  without  anything  to  eat  at  all. 

29.50.  Mr.  Bell.l  In  what  latitude  was  that }  -  It  was  in  64  degrees. 

2951.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  You  wintered  one  year  up  at  Great  Bear  Lake, 
did  you  not  ? — Yes. 

2952.  I  think  there  was  one  winter  that  you  were  there  when  you  had  hardly 
anything  but  fish  to  live  upon  ? — We  passed  an  entire  winter  at  Fort  Franklin^ 
almost  wholly  upon  fish  ;  only  in  the  spring  we  got  a  little  animal  food. 

2953.  In  fact,  there  were  six  or  seven  months  in  which  you  tasted  nothing 
but  fish  ? — More  than  that ;  1  should  say  we  were  eight  months  at  least  without 
tasting  anything  but  fish,  except  a  hare  occasionally,  and  a  httle  moose  meat 
towards  the  beginning  of  summer. 

2954.  That  may  be  the  fate  of  any  people  I  suppose  who  go  up  to  live  in  that 
country  ? — Any  one  wintering  at  the  west  end  of  Great  Bear  Lake  would  have 
to  depend  entirely  upon  fish. 

2955.  Mr.  Kifinaird.]  Is  that  fish  dried  or  fresh  fish  ?— It  is  frozen  ;  it  keeps 
the  whole  winter. 

•2956.  Chairman.]  When  you  talk  cf  transferring  the  country,  do  you  mean 
the  whole  country  r — The  whole  country. 

2957.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable,  if  it  could  be  done  in  an  equitable 
manner,  to  separate  any  portion  of  the  country  now  administered  by  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  which  would  be  available  for  the  purposes  of  colonisation 
and  settlement,  leaving  the  rest  to  be  managed  as  mi're  hunting  ground  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Red  River  and 
Vancouver's  Island  might  be  separated,  but  I  do  not  think  that  settlers  would 
go  to  the  Red  River  until  the  progress  of  settling  in  Canada  had  advanced 
so  far. 

29') 8.  Would  there  be  any  harm  in  making  such  arrangements  as  would 
enable  settlers  to  go  there  if  they  wished  to  go  theie  ? — I  see  no  objection  to  it, 
provided  there  is  an  arrangement  made  to  govern  the  colony  sufficiently. 

2959.  You  mean  that  if  the  internal  administration  of  such  districts  could 
be  sufficiently  provided  for,  you  see  no  difficulty,  so  far  as  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  are  concerned,  in  their  suriendering  the  administration  of  such 
districts,  maintaining  their  administration  over  land  which  was  calculated  for 
nothing  but  for  the  fur  trade  r — I  can  see  no  possible  objection  to  separating  the 
Red  River  if  such  is  desired,  provided  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  are  sent ; 
there  must  be  a  military  force,  I  think,  otherwise  it  would  not  be  safe. 

2960.  Why  would  that  be  more  necessary  in  the  event  of  a  separation  than 
it  is  now  ? — At  present  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  influence  over  the  Indians 
is  beneficial ;  the  natives  are  dependent  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for 
supplies :  but  if  they  could  get  supplies  elsewhere,  and  if  spirits  were  brought 
in  (for  there  is  nothing  which  will  prevent  the  introduction  of  spirits  but  the 
resolution  of  the  Company  not  to  take  them  in),  I  think  it  would  require  a  strong 
military  force  to  keep  the  Indians  in  subjection. 

2961.  You 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.    157 


2961.  You  believe  that  it  would  be  more  difficult  to  govern  that  district 
under  something  in  the  shape  of  an  independent  government  than  it  is  while 
it  forms  a  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory  ? — It  would  be  more 
difficult  than  it  is  at  present,  owing  to  the  introduction  of  spirits  and  the  advent 
of  designing  people ;  througtiout  Canada, when  Indians  receive  the  presentswhich 
the  Imperial  Government  gives  them,  they  part  with  them  within  24  hours  for 
spirits,  contrary  to  the  law,  but  still  the  Indian  superintendents  cannot  prevent 
the  people  crowding  to  the  neighbourhood  and  supplying  spirits  for  the  blankets 
and  the  other  presents  which  the  Indians  receive  from  the  Government. 

2962.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  settled  population  at  Red  River  is,  upon  the 
whole,  a  well  ordered  and  moral  population  ? — I  cannot  speaking  personally  ;  I 
have  had  to  do  with  a  number  of  half  castes  from  Red  River  who  conducted 
themselves  very  well  in  our  service ;  I  believe  that  two-thirds  of  that  colony 
consist  of  the  descendants  of  Canadian  settlers  who  are  hunters  ;  and  from  all 
that  1  have  learnt  by  reading  about  it,  the  remaining  third  are  the  descendants 
of  Orkney  men  and  other  Europeans,  and  are  tlie  possessors  of  the  property, 
and  the  more  resident  cultivators  of  the  soil,  and  are  well  conducted,  but  I 
have  heard  of  the  half-castes  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands ;  I  do  not 
know  how  far  it  is  true. 

2963.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  I  think  you  have  stated  that  during  the  last  20  years 
you  have  seen  a  very  marked  improvement  in  the  Indians  ? — ^Yes  ;  during  the 
last  29  years  a  very  great  improvement. 

2964.  Would  not  some  of  those  lands  which  you  have  described  as  not 
suited  for  Europeans  to  colonise  and  settle  upon,  do  for  an  Indian  settlement  ? — 
The  Indians  do  settle  upon  the  lands  as  far  as  they  choose  ;  there  is  no  prohi- 
bition to  that,  and  whenever  they  are  inclined  to  form  villages  they  choose  the 
land  where  they  please  at  present. 

2965.  If  you  have  seen  such  a  marked  improvement  within  the  last  20  years, 
do  you  not  think  that  additional  efforts  by  the  Company,  by  facilitating  settle- 
ments, would  greatly  improve  them  ? — If  the  Company  were  to  devote  their 
energies  entirely  to  missionary  purposes  they  might  do  more  probably  than 
they  have  done,  but  at  present  they  facilitate  the  admission  of  missionaries  of 
both  religions,  both  the  Protestant  and  the  Roman-catholic. 

2966.  All  round  their  forts,  we  have  it  in  evidence  that  during  the  winter  a 
great  number  of  these  poor  Indians  perish  for  want  of  food  ;  if  the  Company 
ehcouraged  village  settlements  of  Indians,  in  whom  your  evidence  tends  to 
show  that  for  the  last  20  years  there  has  been  a  great  improvement,  might  they 
not  make  them  refuges  for  the  aged  and  the  sick,  where  by  accustoming  them 
to  habits  of  industry,  as  at  the  Red  River,  they  might  grow  food  enough  to 
supply  these  starving  people  in  the  winter  ?  -  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  convert 
a  hunting  people  into  cuUivators  of  the  ground  ;  in  the  case  of  those  who  have 
led  an  independent  life  I  believe  it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  to  induce 
them  to  settle  and  to  cultivate  the  ground  ;  for  instance,  there  is  a  large  body 
of  Indians  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Red  River  who  refuse  to  cultivate  the 
ground,  but  prefer  leading  the  precarious  life  of  fishing  the  sturgeon,  and 
hunting  occasionally,  or  living  upon  the  wild  rice  which  is  produced  upon  Rainy 
Lake ;  there  is  a  large  body  of  Chippeways  or  Sotoos  there  whom  the  French 
missionary  Roman-catholics  and  the  Protestants  have  tried  to  convert,  and 
have  not  succeeded. 

2967.  You  are  aware  that  there  is  a  flourishing  settlement  of  Indians,  in 
connexion  with  the  Red  River,  who  cultivate  the  soil  ? — Yes. 

2968.  Is  it  not  likely  that  what  is  done  in  one  place  might  be  done  in 
another  by  using  the  same  means  H— There  is  some  reason  why  missionary 
exertion  does  not  everywhere  succeed  ;  it  succeeds  with  one  tribe  of  Indians, 
but  not  with  another,  'l  cannot  assign  a  satisfactory  reason  for  the  difference, 
but  so  it  is. 

2969.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  same  efforts  which  have  been  made  at  the 
Red  River  for  the  settlement  of  the  Indians  have  been  made  iu  other  parts  ?— 
The  endeavours  to  proselytise  the  Sotoos  and  other  Chippevpays  have  been  con- 
tinued longer,  I  believe,  than  at  Red  River,  but  with  little  or  no  fruit. 

2970.  That  was,  I  beheve,  because  there  were  no  attempts  made  or  facilities 
given  for  settling  the  population  on  good  land?— The  land  is  very  good  on 
Rainy  River,  for  there  are  very  good  points  on  which  Indians  could  settle,  and 
where  settlements  have  been  made  and  abandoned.     The  churches  built  by  the 
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Sir  J.  Richardson,  RoHian-catholics  have  been  abandoned,  because  they  could  not  get  the  Indians 
c.  B-  to  settle  round  them.     The  reason  of  the  failure  probably  is  that  the  native 

• tribes  in  that  locality  are  independent  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 

9  March  1857,  therefore  not  amenable  to  their  advice.  They  have  abundance  of  sturgeon  and 
great  quantities  of  wild  rice,  so  that  they  can  feed  themselves  vfithout  having 
recourse  to  the  supplies  of  ammunition  or  clothing  vfith  which  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  supply  their  Indians. 

2971.  What  ammunition  have  they  which  does  not  come  from  the  Company  ? 
— They  do  not  require  ammunition. 

2972.  You  used  the  word  ammunition  ? — I  said  that  that  tribe  of  Chippeways 
did  not  require  the  supphes  of  ammunition.  They  feed  upon  the  sturgeon, 
which  is  so  abundant  upon  Rainy  River  and  the  River  Winnipeg,  where  they 
live. 

2973.  Some  of  the  Red  River  settled  Indians  still  go  out  to  the  hunting  regu- 
larly, you  are  aware  ? — I  believe  that  two-thirds  of  the  population  go  out  to  the 
hunting. 

2974.  And  the  other  third  remain  at  home  ? — The  other  third,  who  are  of  a 
different  origin,  remain  at  home. 

2975.  What  do  they  hunt  with? — They  hunt  with  the  gun  ;  with  firearms. 

2976.  Mr.  Be/l.l  Which  are  the  tribes  that  you  have  mentioned  which  are 
independent  of  the  Company  ? — They  are  Sotoos  and  other  Chippeways. 

2977.  Where  are  they  located  r— Upon  the  banks  of  the  Rainy  River  and 
River  Winnipeg. 

2978.  Are  the  Chippeways  independent  also? — Partly. 

2979.  You  say  that  there  is  a  great  difference  between  the  different  tribes  of 
Indians,  with  regard  to  the  civilising  of  them  ? — Yes. 

2980.  What  tribes  do  you  consider  as  most  readily  adopting  the  habits  of 
civilised  life  ?— The  Swampy  and  Saskatchewan  Crees  have  adopted  them  more 
extensively  than  any  other  tribe. 

2981.  Where  are  they  located  ? —They  are  located  from  Lake  Winnipeg  to 
the  English  river,  called  also  the  River  Missinnippi,  or  the  River  of  Churchill. 

2982.  In  a  north-easterly  direction  from  Lake  Winnipea;  ? — Northerly  ;  and 
in  a  direction  from  east  to  west  from  Hudson's  to  Carlton  House. 

2983.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.^  Can  you  give  any  reason  why  the  Crees 
more  readily  adopt  civilised  life  than  the  other  Indians  in  the  country  r — Speak- 
ing of  the  Crees,  there  are  a  great  many  families  of  the  (.^rees,  the  Sotoos, 
whom  I  have  mentioned,  and  the  Chippeways,  who  speak  the  same  language, 
and  are  the  same  people,  only  using  different  dialects.  The  Crees  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  Saskatchewan,  the  district  vrhich  I  have  just  defined,  have 
been  long  dependent  upon  the  traders  for  their  supplies,  and  therefore  they 
have  the  more  easily  assumed  the  habits  of  civilised  life.  But  the  Crees  upon 
the  upper  part  of  the  Saskatchewan,  who  associate  with  the  Stone  Indians, 
are  very  turbulent  and  very  difficult  to  manage. 

2984.  Are  not  most  of  the  Red  River  half-breeds,  half-breed  Crees  ? — I 
suppose  they  are. 

2985.  Do  you  not  think  that  that  perhaps  is  a  reason  why  they  more  readily 
adopt  the  habits  and  customs  of  civihsed  man  ? — I  cannot  think  that  that  is  a 
reason. 

2986.  Mr.  Bell.]  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  Company  encourage  the 
settlement  of  the  Indians,  wherever  it  is  practicable,  and  assist  the  missionaries  ; 
or  rather  do  not  discourage  the  missionaries,  in  any  attempts  which  they  make 
for  settlement? — I  believe  that  they  assist  the  missionaries  to  a  certain  extent 
(I  do  not  know  to  what  extent),  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 

2987.  But  you  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  throw  any  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  the  missionaries  ? — On  the  contrary  ;  I  had  a  good  deal  of  con- 
versation with  the  Roman-catholic  missionaries  at  Lac  La  Crosse,  and  they 
expressed  themselves  highly  pleased  at  the  attention  which  was  shown  to 
them. 

2988.  Have  you  ever  had  occasion  to  witness  cases  of  famine  among  the 
Indians  ? — I  have  seen  the  Indians  come  in  to  the  expedition  posts  suffering 
from  famine,  and  they  were  relieved. 

2989.  Have  you  seen  any  cases  of  starvation,  of  Indians  having  absolutely 
died  from  want  ? — No,  I  have  witnessed  no  instances  of  that ;  I  have  heard  of 
many. 

3990.  In 
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_   2990.  In  what   districts  particularly  have  you   heard  of  that  occurring?—   Sir  J.Richardson, 
I  thmk  mostly  among  the  northern  Indians  ;  I  have  heard  of  several  cases,  '         c.b. 

'2991.  Upon  the  Mackenzie  River  ?— Upon  the  Mackenzie  River,  and  east-  ^  ,  « 
ward  of  Fort  Chipewayan,  when  they  have  been  out  hunting,  and  have  ^  '  ^^'' 
destroyed  their  property  very  often.  When  a  northern  Indian  dies,  the  habit 
IS  to  destroy  everything  at  the  encampment,  and  to  make  for  the  nearest 
post  of  the  Company,  and  they  very  often  starve  on  the  way.  That  and  other 
causes,  such  as  a  bad  hunt,  a  bad  season,  or  epidemic  disease,  will  produce 
famine  in  a  country  where  the  natives  depend  almost  solely  upon  hunting  or 
fishing  for  support. 

2992.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Those  Indians  could  not  go  on  their  hunt  without  the 
supplies  which  they  receive  from  the  forts,  could  they  ?— Not  now  that  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  firearms. 

2993.  Are  not  the  Indians  suppUed  with  the  ammunition  in  barter  for  their 
skins  or  the  products  which  they  are  able  to  exchange  with  the  Company? — 
I  believe  ammunition  is  never  supplied  by  the  Company  in  exchange  for  skins, 
as  far  as  I  understood.  The  traders  give  ammunition  for  provisions,  or  supply 
it  to  the  natives  gratuitously  if  they  require  it ;  they  barter  goods,  blankets,  and 
other  articles  of  clothing  for  furs. 

2994.  Is  the  ammunition  supplied  as  a  kind  of  present,  then,  or  is  there 
a  kind  of  right  in  the  Indian  to  get  it  ?— 1  he  ammunition  is  a  present  if  the 
Indian  is  in  want.  If  he  has  provisions,  they  give  it  for  provisions  ;  if  he  has 
a  quantity  of  meat  to  dispose  of,  they  give  ammunition  for  meat,  but  if  he  is 
destitute  he  receives  it  gratuitously. 

2995.  So  that  there  is  a  distinction ;  they  will  not  sell  ammunition  for  skins, 
though  they  will  for  the  other  Indian  products  ?— I  do  not  know  as  to  their  not 
being  willing  to  sell ;  but  the  fact,  I  believe,  is,  that  they  do  not ;  as  far  as  I 
can  learn,  the  Indian  never  parts  with  his  skins  for  ammunition, 

2996.  Have  any  instances  come  within  your  knowledge  in  which  ammuni- 
tion has  been  refused  to  the  Indians  for  the  furs  ? — No  ;  as  far  as  we  were 
concerned  ourselves  in  the  expedition,  we  have  been  compelled  to  refuse  ammu- 
nition from  not  having  it  to  give ;  but  I  think  that  when  ammunition  is  abun- 
dant in  the  trading  forts  it  is  never  refused. 

2997.  It  is  given  away  gratuitously  ? — Provided  the  Indian  is  in  want  and  he 
cannot  subsist  without  it,  the  Company  find  themselves  bound  to  support  him 
in  some  way  or  another,  and  give  liim  ammunition,  but  it  very  frequently  hap- 
pens that  the  ammunition  at  a  post  is  exhausted. 

2998.  You  have  said,  "provided  the  Ir^dian  be  in  want  of  the  ammunition;" 
how  is  the  Indian's  want  of  ammunition  ascertained? — ^\'hat  I  mean  by  his 
being  in  want  is,  if  he  has  no  provisions  to  dispose  of.  An  Indian,  if  he  has  a 
successful  hunt,  kills  more  provision  than  he  requires  for  his  own  use,  and  he 
barters  it  for  ammuniiion.  It  is  a  common  thing.  We  frequently  purchased 
geese  and  fowl  and  deer  from  the  Indians,  and  gave  them  ammunition  for 
them. 

2999.  I  am  speaking  exclusively  of  the  establishments  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company? — I  am  merely  illustrating  the  practice.  Not  having  resided  at. the 
trading  posts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  many  seasons,  I  cannot  tell 
whether  it  is  invariably  the  case  or  not ;  but  I  was  told  in  the  country  that  they 
never  do  purchase  furs  with  ammunition.  How  far  that  was  correct  informa- 
tion, I  cannot  say. 

3000.  My  question  was,  whether  any  instances  had  come  within  your  know- 
ledge in  which  ammunition  had  been  refused  to  the  Indians  ? — No ;  nothing 
has  come  under  my  knowledge  as  to  the  refusal  of  ammunition. 

3001.  Lord  Stanley.']  But  it  might  very  well  happen  that  ammunition  should 
be  refused  to  a  party  of  Indians  at  one  of  the  forts  in  consequence  of  the 
supply  at  the  fort  itself  being  short? — Yes,  I  dare  say  that  has  frequently 
occurred.  I  have  known  the  posts  without  ammunition,  and  in  descending 
the  Mackenzie's  River  the  last  time  we  supplied  one  of  the  forts  with  ammu- 
nition, because  theirs  was  exhausted,  and  the  Indians  were  remaining  at  the 
post  waiting  for  the  supplies  coming  in.  Upon  our  having  supplied  the  fort 
they  were  enabled  to  give  ammunition  to  the  natives,  and  send  them  off  to 
their  hunts. 

3002.  In  reference  to  what  you  said  about  the  famines  among  the  Indians, 
were  these  common  in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory,  or  only  in  the  far 
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Sir  J.  Richardson,  north? — I  did  not  hear  of  them  in  the  south;  they  are  mostly  amongst  the 
c.  B.  northern  Indians. 

3003.  In  countries  where  all  cultivation  of  the  soil  is  impossible,  and  where 

9  March  1857.     human  subsistence  can  only  be  obtained  by  hunting  or  fishing  ?  —In  a  country 
where  cultivation  cannot  be  carried  on  advantageously. 

3004.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  gave  us  an  account  of  your  journey  from  Fort 
William  towards  the  settlement  of  Assiniboine,  and  you  described  some  parts  of 
that  country  up  as  far  as  the  Rainy  Lake  ;  you  said  that  there  were  occasional 
parts  where  you  thought  settlement  might  be  made? — I  did  not  go  to  the 
Assiniboine  at  all ;  I  came  down  the  River  Winnipeg,  to  the  eastward  of  it. 

3005.  You  went  through  Rainy  Lake  f — Yes. 

3006.  Did  you  descend  the  river  from  that  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  f — 
Yes. 

3007.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  country  about  there  ? — The  Rainy  Lake 
River  is  more  fertile  than  almost  any  other  part  of  that  district  which  we 
saw, 

3008.  And  that  would  be  adapted  for  settlement  ? — That  would  be  adapted 
for  settlement,  and  that  is  precisely  the  country  which  the  tribe  of  Chippeways, 
of  whom  I  spoke,  inhabit.     The  Canadian  missionaries  have  been  trying  to  make 
villages  there,  and  failed. 

300U.  Can  you  give  us  a  description  of  the  country  from  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  to  Lake  Winnipeg  ? — The  descent  of  the  River  Winnipeg  is  through  a 
very  rocky  country,  and  full  of  rapids,  and  it  is  a  very  dangerous  river  to 
descend  ;  no  cultivation,  as  far  as  I  know,  can  be  established  upon  the  immediate 
banks  of  that  river. 

3010.  You  passed  some  time  at  Fort  Cumberland  ?  —Yes. 

30 1 1 .  Have  you  any  reason  whatever  to  doubt  that  that  district  is  capable  of 
settlement  and  cultivation  ? — Portions  of  it  are  capable  of  cultivation ;  it  is  not 
a  district  which  a  farmer  would  choose. 

3012.  Will  you  explain  why? — I  have  already  mentioned  that  the  sub- 
stratum is  magnesian  limestone ;  there  is  very  little  soil  over  it ;  the  soil  is 
shallow. 

3313.  There  has  been  cultivation  at  Fort  Cumberland,  at  the  station  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  beheve  ? — There  have  been  fields  cultivated. 

3014.  To  any  extent? — I  cannot  speak  of  the  extent,  probably  20  acres. 

3015.  Quite  sufficient,  however,  to  show  that  both  climate  and  soil  were 
suitable  for  cultivation  ? — It  produced  grain  for  the  use  of  the  post. 

3016.  At  the  time  you  visited  it,  was  it  on  your  first,  second,  or  last  expedi- 
tion?— The  first  year  that  we  were  there  was  the  winter  of  1819  and  1820  ;  we 
wintered  there. 

3017.  Was  that  the  only  occasion  on  which  you  resided  there? — It'Was  the 
only  occasion  on  which  I  resided  there  ;  we  passed  to  and  fro  upon  every  other 
expedition. 

3018.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  has  any  progress  been  made  in 
that  setttlement  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  the  spread  of  cultivation  ? — 
The  introduction  of  cattle  was  the  only  great  progress  that  I  saw ;  they  had 
introduced  cows  in  great  numbers. 

3019.  Was  not  it  at  Fort  Cumberland  that  Governor  WiUiams  used  to  reside 
when  he  was  governor  ? — Yes. 

3020.  Did  he  not  go  to  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  expense  in  getting  up  an 
agricultural  establishment  there  ? — He  cultivated  several  fields,  but  I  do  not 
think  that  he  was  very  successful. 

3021.  Was  it  from  the  crops  faiUng  ? — The  extent  was  not  great ;  I  do  not 
think  that  altogether  he  cultivated  above  20  acres. 

3022.  Were  there  farm  buildings  and  things  put  up  ? — There  were  no  farm 
buildings  when  I  was  there ;  there  was  a  stable  for  horses. 

3023.  In  what  state  was  it  when  you  visited  it ;  was  the  agricultural  colony 
endeavoured  to  be  extended,  or  was  it  retrograding?— It  was  not  improved  the 
last  time  I  visited  it.  It  was  not  of  so  great  an  extent,  I  think ;  but  a  few  miles 
lower  down,  at  the  Pas,  there  was  an  Indian  village  estabUshed. 

3024.  Near  Fort  Pelly  ? — No,  lower  down  the  river  ;  above  Cedar  Lake. 

3025.  Were  they  encouraged  there  ? — They  were  encouraged.  A  church  was 
built,  and  a  school  was  established,  and  the  Indians  collected  in  the  village  near 
the  church. 

3026.  Where 
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3026.  Were  the  Indians  becoming;  agriculturists  there,  and  depending  upon 
the  soil  more  than  upon  the  hunting?— They  were  agriculturists  to  a  certain 
extent ;  but  they  did  not  remain  there  the  whole  season ;  they  would  go  to 
hunt  occasionally. 

3027.  Was  it  that  the  quantity  of  produce  which  they  got  from  the  soil 
was  insufficient  for  their  maintenance  ? — They  did  not  cultivate  to  the  extent  to 
produce  vegetables  for  their  whole  maintenance,  and  I  do  not  think  that  Indians 
would  consent  to  live  entirely  upon  vegetables. 

302vS.  Lord  Stanley.']  Even  among  the  settled  Indians,  I  suppose,  there  is  no 
tribe  which  lives  entirely  by  cultivation ;  they  look  to  it  rather  as  a  resource 
when  hunting  and  fishing  are  not  sufficient  for  their  support  ? — 1  do  not  know 
any  tribe  which  does  it.  Even  in  Canada  they  have  their  hunting  grounds 
reserved  to  them. 

3029.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Was  Governor  Williams  at  Fort  Cumberland  on  your 
first  visit  ? — Yes. 

3030.  How  long  after  your  first  visit  did  he  remain  as  governor? — He 
remained  as  governor,  but  he  moved  to  the  south  part  of  James's  Bay  ;  he 
moved  down  to  Moose  Factory. 

3031.  He  was  residing  there  as  governor  also? — At  that  time  there  were  two 
governois ;  Governor  Simpson  became  governor  of  the  northern  district ;  the 
amalgamation  of  the  companies  took  place  during  the  time  that  we  were  in  the 
north,  and  when  we  returned  again  we  found  Governor  Simpson  governing 
the  northern  part  of  the  country,  and  Governor  Williams  the  south. 

3032.  Was  the  nppointnient  of  governor  of  the  south  considered  promotion, 
or  the  contrary  ? — it  was  divided  between  the  two  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
Governor  Williams  chose  the  south  in  preference  or  not. 

303^.  If  1  understand  you  correctly,  a  part  of  your  evidence  is,  that  as 
regards  the  Red  River  Settlement  and  districts  about  it,  there  is  a  considerable 
tract  capable  of  being-  brought  into  colonisation,  but  the  want  of  a  ready  com- 
munication to  export  the  produce  is  the  great  drawback  ? — The  want  of  com- 
munication; and  from  what  1  observed  in  Canada  no  settlers  will  go  a  great 
distance  from  the  settled  posts  ;  they  creep  along  more  or  less  rapidly,  but  a 
settler  does  not  like  to  <>o  into  a  wilderness  away  from  a  neighbourhood  ; 
and  there  is  a  large  district  along  the  north  side  of  Lake  Superior  which  must 
be  settled  before  settlers  will  flock  to  the  Red  River. 

3034.  Mr.  Bell.]  Is  that  in  Canada  or  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories  ? — It 
is  in  Canada  ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  the  boundary. 

3035.  Sir  J.  Pakington.]  It  is  in  both,  is  it  not? — The  Hudson's  Bay  Com^ 
pany  have  posts  there;  but  I  suppose  it  is  under  the  Government  of  Canada. 

3036.  Is  not  the  country  on  the  north  of  Lake  Superior,  both  that  part 
which  is  in  Canada  and  that  which  is  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  at  present 
wholly  unsettled  ? — It  is  not  wholly  unsettled  ;  I  do  not  know  what  it  is  at  the 
present  moment ;  at  the  time  that  1  passed  there  were  five  or  six  mining  com- 
panies located  upon  it. 

3037.  At  what  distance  from  Lake  Superior? — Upon  the  borders  of  Lake 
Superior. 

3038.  But  the  district  of  country  to  the  north  of  Lake  Superior  is  wholly 
unsettled,  is  it  not  ?—  It  is  wholly  unsettled,  except  by  the  Indian  native  tribes. 

3039.  The  frontier  between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  is  also  unsettled, 
is  it  Bot?— The  only  fixed  residences  svhich  intervene  are  the  Hudson's  Bay 

posts' 

3040.  What  is  the  distance  in  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  Lake  Superior 
to  the  Red  River  Settlement  r— I  should  say  from  250  to  300  miles. 

3041.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  I  think  we  have  it  in  evidence  that  it  is  about 
50b  miles? — Yes ;  that  is  following  the  canoe  route. 

3042.  Mr.  Grogan.]  In  your  journeys  to  that  country  I  believe  you  travelled 
from  Fort  U'illjam  to  Lake  Winnipeg  very  much  the  same  district  r— Yes. 

3043.  Upon  all  occasions  ? — Upon  all  occasions. 

3044.  That  covered  a  space  of  nearly  30  years  ?— Yes,  29  years. 

3045.  When  you  first  went  there  the  dispute  between  the  North-Western 
Company  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  existed?— It  did. 

3046.  The  Notth-Western  Company  had  a  station  at  Fort  William,  had  they 
not?— They  had. 

3047.  Had  they  stations  along  this  route  which  you  have  described  to  us 
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towards  Lake  Winnipeg? — The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  North- 
We(!tern  Co[n|)any  had  parallel  stations.  In  1819  I  did  not  travel  up  that 
way  ;  it  was  from  1825  that  I  travelled  that  route  ;  it  was  only  in  two  journeys 
to  and  fro  that  1  travelled  that  route. 

3048.  When  the  North-Western  Company  were  hunting  for  furs  in  Rupert's 
Land,  and  that  district,  was  it  hy  Fort  William  that  they  got  their  supplies  into 
that  country  ? — Yes. 

3049.  As  considering  it  the  most  convenient  for  the  supply  of  their  stations? 
— It  was  the  only  one  that  "as  open  to  them  ;  they  had  no  other  route. 

3o,v).  Was  not  it  the  most  convenient  also?— No  ;  they  would  have  got  their 
supplies  in  cheaper  by  Hudson's  Bay,  if  that  route  had  been  open  to  them. 
It  was  not  the  most  convenient,  because  the  moment  that  the  companies 
ainaluamated  they  ceased  to  get  their  supplies  by  that  route. 

;-j05i.  Might  not  there  be  another  reason  besides  that;  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  the  Bay,  for  insrance? — A  mercantile  company  would  take  the 
cheapest  route,  I  suppt-se,  for  carrying  in  their  goods. 

30'i2.  But,  in  point  of  fact,  the  North -Western  Company,  when  they  hunted 
that  country,  sent  in  all  llieir  supplies  to  it  by  lort  WiUiam  and  the  river  which 
you  have  described  ? — Yes,  that  was  their  only  route. 

30,53.   It  is  all  canoe  "ork,  is  it  not  r — It  is  canoe  work  entirely. 

3054.  On  the  last  occasion  when  you  travelled  there,  was  the  river  in  a 
better  slate  or  in  a  worse  state  than  when  you  first  visited  it  ? — The  route, 
I  tiiink,  is  not  in  a  better  state  ;  I  think  it  is  worse  from  the  progress  of  time ; 
the  portages  are  worse. 

3055.  There  has  been  no  expense  or  trouble  taken,  in  fact,  to  keep  the  route 
open  ?  -  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  expense;  but  I  think  that  the  route  was 
not  improved. 

3.0,5(1.  Could  it.  in  your  opinion,  have  been  improved  ?— There  is  no  doubt 
that  roads  could  be  made  at  an  enormous  expense. 

3057.  I  think  you  said  something  about  the  portages  not  beinj^  in  a  very 
good  state  ;  could  not  they  have  been  maintained  at  least  in  the  state  that 
they  were  in  at  first  r — They  could ;  but  the  Americans  travelled  the  same 
portages  in  part  ;  ii  must  be  a  joint  thing  their  doing  it,  I  think. 

30,58.  Do  you  mean  that  it  would  not  be  right  that  the  entire  expense  should 
be  thrown  upon  the  Company  on  one  side  of  the  river? — Yes. 

3059.  If  that  route  were  opened,  and  some  expense  incurred  in  the  improve- 
ment of  these  portages,  and  in  makinti'  that  route  more  perfect,  would  not  it 
conduce  very  much  to  what  you  say  is  the  absolute  sine  qua  non  of  the  country, 
namely,  an  improved  communication  with  the  settled  parts  of  Canada? — If  you 
could  make  a  r;ailroad  ;  but  there  is  no  route  in  which  canoes  are  exclusively 
employed  which  will  ever  make  the  carriage  of  grain  profitable.  The  expense 
of  a  canoe  for  a  single  season  (and  a  season  is  always  implied  in  it)  is  never 
less  than  300  /.  ;  it  is  from  300  /.  to  500  /.  for  the  wages  of  the  men  and  their 
maintenance.  One  of  these  large  canoes  will  carry  about  50  or  60  pieces  of  goods 
of  90  lbs.  weight  each  ;  that  would  make  the  grain  excessively  expensive;  I 
believe  the  expense  was  enormous  in  endeavouring  to  carry  grain  up  to  supply 
the  troops  at  Red  Ri\er.  Thai  route  was  chosen,  and  the  grain  was  carried 
up  at  a  vast  expense.  Such  a  canoe  as  I  have  spoken  of  is  manned  by  seven 
to  fourteen  men. 

3060.  How  far  does  a  canoe,  such  as  you  have  described,  travel? — The  large 
north  canoe  goes  only  to  Fort  William  ;  there  it  is  changed  for  small  canoes. 
The  same  14  men  who  man  one  of  the  large  canoes  to  Fort  William,  man  two 
small  canoes.  But  the  expense  of  the  two  small  north  canoes  would  be  the 
same  as  the  expense  of  one  large  canoe  with  14  men,  because  there  are  seven 
men  to  each  small  canoe. 

3061.  Have  you  travelled  through  the  parts  of  Minesoia  and  the  United  States 
which  adjoin  our  boundary  there? — Yes,  I  have  been  through  Lake  Huron,  and 
have  seen  that  part  of  Michigan. 

3062.  In  the  country  which  you  speak  of  about  Lake  Huron  and  Michigan, 
are  there  a  variety  of  American  settlements  and  resident  establishments  which 
have  grown  very  fast  indeed  ?  — Very  fast. 

3063.  Have  they  the  facilities  of  roads,  or  is  it  by  canoe  work  that  they  are 
oblic^ed  to  derive  their  supplies  ? — They  have  railroads  and  steamboats  ;  there 
are  some  of  the  finest  steamboats  in  the  world  running  to  those  settlements 

upon 
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upon  Lake  Michigan ;  there  is  a  succession  of  large  steamboats,  three  or  four 
running  in  a  day  to  Michilimackinac  on  Lake  Huron  ;  and  there  is  a  railroad  from 
New  York  to  Chicago  and  Illinois. 

30(14.  Mr.  Belli]  There  are  steamboats  on  Lake  Superior,  are  there  not  ? — 
Now  there  are  steamboats  on  Lake  Superior. 

3065.  But  they  only  go  to  the  American  settlements ;  there  are  none  to  the 
English  settlements  ? — 1  hey  were  not  runnins:  when  I  was  there. 

3066.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  have  described  these  powerful  steamboats  and  rail- 
roads also  to  some  of  the  new  American  settlements ;  were  the  settlements  in 
existence  before  these  steamers  went  there,  or  did  the  steamers  create  the  settle- 
ments ? — Michilimackinac  has  been  in  existence  since  the  time  of  the  conquest  of 
Canada. 

3067.  Have  you  ever  been  at  a  town  called  Superior,  on  the  American  sicle 
of  the  upper  end  of  Lake  Superior  ?— No ;  I  have  not  been  at  Fond  du  Lac 
at  all. 

3068.  Have  you  been  at  Chicago?  — No  ;  I  have  been  at  Michilimackinac  only. 

3069.  We  find  settlements  on  the  American  territory  which  grow  very  rapidly 
indeed,  and  steamers  and  railroads  running  into  tliem ;  why  are  there  not  settle- 
ments of  the  same  description  on  tlie  British  side  of  the  Une? — That  is  tiie  great 
thoroughfare  for  emigrants  to  the  Mississippi  Valley ;  they  go  from  New  York  by 
that  route  to  the  Mississippi ;  ti)ere  is  a  constant  passage  of  travellers.  I  have 
conversed  lately  with  a  farmer  from  lUinois  ;  he  told  me  that  in  that  very  fertile 
country,  where  they  could  take  20  crops  in  succession  without  manurmg  the 
ground,  their  grain  was  of  no  value  without  a  railway,  and  settlers  were  very 
scarce;  they  ran  aline  of  railway  through  a  part  of  the  country,  and  instantly  vil- 
lages sprang  up  on  both  sides,  and  bags  of  grain  were  piled  up  on  each  side  of 
the  railway,  more  than  they  could  carry  away. 

3070.  Would  not  the  former  part  of  your  description  of  Illinois  exactly 
apply  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  that  the  inhabitants  there  were  few,  and 
that  the  land  was  fertile,  but  that  they  wanted  a  mode  of  exporting  their 
produce  ? — If  you  carried  a  railway  to  the  Red  River,  I  think  you  would  have 
settlers. 

3071.  Previously  to  the  establishment  of  a  railway,  however,  to  the  Illinois 
district  which  you  spoke  of,  people  went  and  settled  in  that  district  ? —They  did 
settle,  but  not  in  the  same  numbers  ;  thev  were  in  smaller  numbers ;  the  numbers 
increased  rapidly  after  the  opening  up  of  the  railroad. 

3072.  They  were  all  free  settlers,  of  course  r — Yes. 

3073.  Are  there  any  considerable  numbers  of  free  settlers  in  the  Red  River  ? 
— 1  do  not  know.     I  am  not  able  to  speak  as  to  the  number  of  free  settlers. 

3074.  Is  there  any  part  of  the  river  where  it  runs  through  into  Lake  Win- 
nipeg navigable  for  steamers  ? — I  cannot  tell;  I  never  ascended  the  Red  River; 
I  do  not  know  what  rapids  there  are  in  it;  but  I  should  suppose  that  steamers, 
with  a  shallow  draught  of  water,  might  ascend  it. 

3075.  You  seem  very  apprehensive  of  the  introduction  of  spirits  into  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company's  territory  in  the  event  of  part  of  it  being  thrown  open  for 
colonisation  ? — Yes. 

3076.  Would  they  be  introduced,  do  you  apprehend,  by  the  British  settlers,  or 
from  the  American  side  r — I  think  both  ways. 

3077.  In  point  of  fact,  are  ardent  spirits  used  in  the  country  now? — There  are 
none  in  the  interior.  1  do  not  know  what  is  used  upon  the  boundary  line.  I  did 
not  visit  the  Red  River  Settlement. 

3078.  Mr.  Blackburn.]  Do  you  compare  Illinois  and  the  Red  River  Settlement 
at  all  in  point  of  agricultural  capability  ? — Not  at  all.  Illinois,  I  suppose,  is  the 
most  fertile  soil  in  America. 

3079.  So  that  there  is  no  chance  of  the  Red  River  being  settled  so  rapidly  as 
Illinois? — I  should  say  nOt  the  least;  but  1  speak  of  the  Red  River  mostly  from 
the  information  which  I  have  gathered. 

3080.  Mr.  Bell.]  You  do  not  speak  of  the  Red  River  from  personal  knowledge  r 
—No. 

3081.  It  has  been  stated  in  evidence,  I  think,  that  the  Red  River  will  afford 
crops  twenty  times  in  succession  without  manure? — The  Red  River  is  at  least 
1,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  very  much  higher  than  Illinois  ;  that  is 
a  great  element  against  cultivation. 
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3082.  Mr.  Gre^son.]  Are  you  of  opinion  that  no  settlement,  either  of  Euro- 
peans or  of  Indians,  could  be  formed  without  the  protection  of  a  military  force  ? 
— I  am  of  that  opinion. 

30H3.  Mr.  Bell]  What  other  productions  of  the  country  are  there  which  you 
are  acquainted  with  ;  are  tliere  any  other  mineral  productions  at  the  settlement  of 
the  Mackenzie  River;  I  think  in  your  journal  you  mention  plumbago?  — I  have 
seen  specimens  of  plumbago  found  near  Fort  Chipewayan. 

30S4.  Was  it  of  good  quahty  ? — The  piece  that  I  saw  was  of  very  good 
quality. 

308,5.  Do  you  think  it  is  found  in  considerable  quantity  ?— That  I  cannot 
say;  I  was  unable  to  visit  the  spot. 

.    3086.  Y'ou  spoke  of  the  inundations  on  the  Saskatchewan  River ;  do  they  leave 
a  'deposit  ? — '1  hey  do. 

3087.  What  description  of  deposit? — They  leave  alluvial  deposit,  but  it  is 
swept  away  in  the  spring  floods  again;  there  are  large  alluvial  flats  produced,  and 
tliey  are  constantly  clianging  their  situation. 

3088.  So  that  they  do  not  leave  any  great  body  of  soil  ? — It  would  not  be  safe 
to  build  on  many  of  them ;  but  there  are  bluffs,  such  as  that  occupied  by  the 
Indians,  raised  four  or  five  feet  above  the  level  of  the  floods  ;  there  are  villages 
located  there. 

3080.  You  were  speaking  of  ground-ice ;  it  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
Committee  that  there  are  swamps,  between  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Winnipeg, 
frozen  permanently  throughout  the  year ;  have  you  found  that  to  be  the  case  ? — I 
have  found  late  in  the  summer,  when  wading  in  lakes  to  collect  water  plants,  ice 
under  my  feet,  but  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  extent.  There  is  one  lake  called 
Cold  Water  Lake,  which  has  an  exceedingly  low  temperature  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year ;  upon  the  height  of  land  there. 

30QO.  'Ihe  subject  of  the  influence  of  climate  upon  the  cultivation  of  the 
ground  has  been  mentioned  several  times ;  you  say  that  clearing  woods  rather 
deteriorates  the  climate  ;  what  do  you  think  is  the  effect  of  draining  marshes  <md 
swamps? — I  should  think  that  it  would  improve  the  climate. 

;  309  \ .  Should  you  imagine  that  any  of  this  marshy  country  would,  if  settle- 
ments were  carried  into  that  neighbourhood,  be  capable  of  drainage,  so  as  to 
have  that  effect ? — Yes;  1  think  that  it  would  improve  the  climate  if  it  were 
thoroughly  drained;  but  it  must  be  a  very  remote  thing  ;  the  country  must  be 
settled  previously. 

3092.  Mr.  Charles  FitzwiUiam.\  Have  any  geological  surveys  been  made  of 
that  country? — No,  unfortunately  not ;  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior  has 
been  thoroughly  surveyed  by  Mr.  Logan  and  his  assistants. 

3093.  What  has  been  the  result  of  that? — They  found  some  minerals,  which 
have  been  worked ;  they  found  lead  and  copper. 

3094.  Any  iron  ? — I  dare  say  there  is  iron  ;  I  saw  plenty  of  iron  ore  in  some 
places ;  but  that  has  not  been  worked,  so  far  as  I  know ;  there  were  four  or  five 
Canadian  companies  formed  for  working  minerals,  and  they  all  failed. 

3095.  Mr.  Bell.']  Do  you  understand  why  they  failed,  seeing  that  there  are  suc- 
cessful companies  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Lake  ?— But  that  is  a  very  different 
deposit ;  that  is  native  copper. 

3096.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwillium.]  Were  those  mining  companies  which  failed 
under  the  direction  of  competent  persons? — That  I  cannot  tell ;  they  had  miners 
from  this  country ;  there  was  a  mine  which  I  saw  carried  on,  and  apparently 
there  was  a  great  many  people  employed — the  Bruce  mine  upon  Lake  Huron ; 
that  has  failed,  I  understand,  as  a  speculation,  and  the  shares  have  fallen  to  a 
nominal  price. 

3097.  Air.  Edward  Ellice.']  But  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  nothing  to 
do  with  any  of  these  mines? — No;  in  the  case  of  a  mine  established  on  Lake 
Superior,  the  Colonial  Legislature  granted  the  mine  to  a  company,  without 
buying  the  Indian  right,  and  that  was  the  cause  of  the  Indians  coming  down  in 
force  and  dispossessing  the  miners  and  burning  the  whole  village. 

3098.  Mr.  Bell.]  Then  you  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  if  the  Indians  had 
their  rights  purchased  fairly  they  would  disturb  any  mining  operations  ? — No  ;  I 
think  a  small  amount  of  purchase-money  would  have  contented  them. 

3099.  And  this  mining  settlement  was  broken  up  entirely  from  the  want  of 
taking  that  prudent  and  reasonable  precaution  ? — From  want  of  management. 

3100.  Mr. 
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3100.  Mr.  Grogan.~\  Would  the  failure  of  these  mining  companies  to  which  Sh  J.  Richardson, 
you  refer  have  occurred  if  that  precautionary  step  had  been  taken  r — I  cannot  <:.  n. 

say  ;  I  believe  they  were  not  productive  as  mercantile  speculations.  

3101.  You  describe  that  the  Indians  came  down  en  masse  and  burnt  and    9  March  1857. 
destroyed  the  whole  settlement  ?— They  destroyed  one  mine ;  but  there  were 

several  mines  at  various  distances. 

3102.  Was  the  destruction  of  the  settlement  and  of  the  machinery,  and  so  on, 
the  cause  of  the  failure  or  abandonment  of  the  mine,  as  far  as  you  know?  — I 
suppose  the  miners  would  have  resumed  it  had  it  been  remunerative ;  and  that 
it  was  not  worth  (heir  while  to  incur  the  expense  a  second  time. 

3103.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  So  that  you  think  that  the  country  to  the 
north  of  Lake  Superior  is  not  sufficiently  rich  in  mineral  produce  to  repay 
mining  companies  ?• — Minerals  have  not  as  yet  been  found  in  sufficient  quantity. 
It  is  very  probable  that  if  that  country  were  thoroughly  explored  there  might 
be  workable  minerals  discovered.     I  think  the  geological  formation  is  promising. 

3104.  Mr.  £ell.'\  You  do  not  know  of  any  extensive  examinations  of  that 
part  of  the  country ;  you  are  not  aware  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have 
taken  any  trouble  in  it? — The  Canadian  Legislature  have  hud  a  thorough 
survey  by  a  competent  and  able  man,  Mr.  Logan,  with  a  staff  of  assistants. 

3105.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  All  these  niines  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
where  there  has  been  either  failure  or  success,  are  in  Canada,  and  not  in 
the  Hudson's  Bay  territories,  I  believe? — They  are  all  in  the  Cailadian  terri- 
tory. 

3106.  Mr.  Bell.'\  Then  there  has  been  no  mine  opened  on  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territory? — Not  that  I  know  of;  the  watershed  into  Hudson's  Bay,  I  suppose, 
divides  the  two  Governments  -,  the  watershed  into  Lake  Superior  belongs  to 
Canada,  and  the  watershed  into  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory. 

3 1 07.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  But  I  see  marked  on  the  map  Fort  William 
as  a  Hudson's  Bay  post  ? — They  have  posts  all  along  the  Labrador  coast  and 
northern  shores  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

3108.  I  find  the  following  passage  in  your  book:  "It  would  be  true 
economy  in  the  Imperial  Government  or  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who 
are  the  virtual  sovereigns  of  the  vast  territory  which  spreads  northwards  from 
Lake  Superior,  to  ascertain  without  delay  the  mineral  treasures  it  contains. 
I  have  little  doubt  of  many  of  the  accessible  districts  aboundiuir  in  metallic 
wealth  of  far  greater  value  than  all  the  returns  which  the  fur  trade  can  ever 
yield"? — Yes  ;  that  was  the  opinion  1  formed  from  seeing  it,  but  I  did  not  find 
these  minerals  myself;  I  only  judged  from  the  nature  of  the  geological  forma- 
tion. 

3109.  Mr.  Grogan.']  But  you  see  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  which  you 
there  expressed  ? — I  have  not  changed  it ;  I  think  if  the  country  were  thoroughly 
explored  minerals  would  be  discovered.  We  find  in  our  own  country  that 
valuable  minerals  are  discovered  every  day. 

3110.  Mr.  Bell.']  How  far  have  you  traced  copper  in  your  journeys  ;  there  is 
a  considerable  quantity,  I  believe,  in  the  north,  on  the  Copper  Mine  River? — 
There  is  a  large  copper  district  on  each  side  of  the  Copper  Mine  River. 

31!  J.  Between  these  copper  deposits  on  Lake  Superior  and  those  in  the 
north,  have  you  met  with  any  intermediate  ones  ? — There  is  no  mineral,  as  far 
as  I  know,  in  the  limestone  districts. 

3112.  This  is  your  map,  and  the  pink  colour  shows  the  primitive  rock? — 
Yes,  that  shows  the  course  of  it,  but  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  traverse  that 
upper  part. 

3113.  You  do  not  know  of  any  other  veins  of  metal  which  have  been  met 
with  ? — I  know  of  none  until  you  get  to  the  Copper  Mine  River. 

3114.  With  regard  to  the  coal  on  the  Saskatchewan,  I  do  not  think  your 
answer  was  perfectly  clear  as  to  the  (luality  of  it  ?— The  specimens  which  1  saw 
were  tertiary  coal. 

3115.  Was  it  all  inferior  coal? — It  is  all  inferior  coal;  it  is  not  similar  to  the 
large  coalfield  which  is  worked  in  England;  it  is  a  kind  of  fossilised  wood, 
a  lignite. 

3116.  Is  it  not  good  for  combustion  ?— It  burns,  but  it  could  not  be  used  for 
purposes  of  art.     It  would  not  heat  a  steam  engine  well. 

3117.  You  said  that  the  coal  on  the  Mackenzie  was  bad,  from  the  quantity  of 
sukJhur?— Yes. 

0.25.  x3  3118.  Is 
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Sir  J.  Richardson,        3118.  Is  that  on  the  Suskatchewan  liable  to  the  same  objection  r  — It  is  liable 

^'°' to  the  same  objection,  but  1  did  not  visit  the  deposits  upon  the  Saskatchewan  ; 

9  March  1857.      I  do  not  know  their  extent. 

3119.  You  do  not  know  or  any  secondary  coal  formations  in  the  Hudson  s 
Bay  territories  ? — None.  There  are  coal  formations  in  the  Arctic  Sea  of  the 
proper  coalfield. 

3120  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River? — No,  they  are  further  north 
still ;  on  Parry's  Islands. 

3121.  Near  Melville  Island  ? — Yes,  at  74  and  75  degrees.  There  is  some  also 
in  (Greenland,  I  understand. 

3122.  You  have  mentioned  Fort  Liard  in  your  book  as  the  northern  limit  of 
the  economic  cultivation  of  grain? — Yes. 

,  3123.  I  do  not  quite  understand  what  you  mean  by  economic  cultivation? — 
Where  the  return  will  be  sufficient  to  induce  people  to  sow. 

3124.  Supposing  it  was  found  that  there  was  any  mineral  wealth  in  that  dis- 
trict up  as  far  as  Fort  Liard  to  induce  setilennent,  the  country  and  the  soil  would 
enable  the  cultivation  of  grain  to  be  carried  out  sufficiently  to  .support  a  settle- 
ment, though  it  would  not  be  sufficient  to  induce  people  to  go  as  agriculturists  ? 
— I  did  not  visit  Fort  Liard,  so  that  I  cannot  tell  what  extent  of  ground  is  avail- 
able ;  I  only  know  that  it  has  been  cultivated  there ;  but  at  Fort  Simpson,  which 
is  not  far  from  it,  a  little  more  northerly,  they  cultivate  bailey  and  rear  cattle, 
but  th  y  bring  their  hay  150  miles  down  the  river  to  feed  their  stock  during 
the  winter  of  nine  months.  They  actually  cut  their  hay  150  miles  distant  from 
the  post. 

3125  With  regard  to  the  banks  of  the  Peace  River ;  have  you  travelled  up 
the  i^eace  River  at  all? — A  little  way ;  it  crosses  through  a  prairie  country, 
much  of  it. 

3126.  Does  the  river  run  principally  through  a  prairie  country,  or  are  the 
banks  wooded  ? —The  banks  are  wooded,  but  there  is  an  elevated  plateau  of 
prairie  land. 

3127.  Would  you  not  consider  that  that  would  be  a  favourable  agricultural 
countrv,  supposing  it  was  more  accessible ;  thiit  is  to  say,  that  the  prairies 
might  be  used  for  sheep  and  for  pasture,  and  the  wooded  portions  might  be 
cultivHted? — They  could  cultivate  grain,  so  far  as  I  understand,  upon  the  allu- 
vial |)oints  of  the  Peace  River;  but  the  existence  of  wolves  over  the  whole 
prairies  completelv  precludes  the  depasturing  of  sheep.  The  wolves  are  too 
numerous  for  any  domestic  cattle  to  he  turned  out  upon  the  prairies. 

3128.  Lord  Jo/in  Russell.]  W^ith  regard  to  the  prospects  for  the  future,  sup- 
posing that  no  change  was  made  by  the  Government  or  by  Parliament  in  the 
authority  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  hitheito  had,  do  you  think 
that  they  would  be  able  to  preserve  that  authority  as  well  as  they  have  hitherto 
done? — ^I  think  so..  Judging  from  the  past,  I  think  they  would  be  able  to 
preserve  it  in  the  future.  The  only  disturbance  of  the  peace  which  I.  expect 
might  arise  would  be  from  the  Red  River,  from  the  half-caste  settlers  there 
wishing  to  interfere  with  the  fur  trade  ;  I  think  they  would  be  likely  to  give 
some  trouble. 

3129.  Would  not  persons  from  the  United  States  or  from  Canada  be  likely 
to  wish  to  s(-ttle  there,  and  settling  there  interfere  with  the  fur  trade?— I  think 
the  fur  trade  is  the  only  thing  that  would  bring  them  there;  I  do  not  think 
they  would  come  as  s<  ttlers  for  any  other  reason. 

3130.  Supposing  that  tliey  settled  for  the  reason  of  interfering  in  the  fur 
trade,  which  seems  very  possible,  would  not  their  attempts  to  get  possession  of 
the  fur  trade  or  to  inteifere  in  the  fur  trade,  a  good  deal  disturb  the  authority 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— As  long  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  retain 
their  influence  over  the  Indians,  I  think  they  can  prevent  the  people  from 
passing  into  the  interior  and  disturbing  them  much,  but  if  the  trade  were 
opened,  I  think  that  a  contest  would  arise. 

3131.  Do  you  think  that  in  the  present  state  of  that  district,  and  of  the 
neighbouring  country,  the  trade  can  be  kept  closed?  — I  think  so  for  some 
time,  until  settling  advances  nearer  to  them  ;  at  present  they  are  at  such 
a  distance  from  any  populous  country,  that  they  are  secluded  as  it  were  from 
the  world. 

3 '32.  Do  you  contemplate  preventing  settlement  as  far  as  possible,  or 
allowing  settlement,  endeavouring  to  prevent  that  settlement  being  turned  into 

interference 
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interference  with  the  fur  trade  ? — I  do  not  see  that  settlements  at  the  Red  River 
would  interfere  with  it,  hut  settlements  further  north,  I  think,  would  interfere 
with  the  fur  trade. 

3133.  Therefore,  you  would  not  object  to  see  settlement  make  progress  at  the 
Red  Uiver?— If  the  Red  River  were  put  under  a  sufficienily  powerful  government, 
apart  from  the  Company,  I  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  settled,  if  they 
could  get  settlers  to  go  there  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  settlers  will  go,  except,  as 
I  said  before,  to  carry  on  the  fur  trade. 

3134.  Supposing  the  Ued  River  Settlement  to  be  a  separate  territory,  could 
there  be  a  frontier  between  the  Red  Kiver  Settlement  and  the  country  to  the 
north,  of  it  which  would  be  available,  and  could  be  sufficiently  marked  to  be 
observed  ? — There  is  no  natural  boundary  ;  the  only  thing  is  that  the  Indians  are 
under  the  control  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  they  could  remove  them 
from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  settlers. 

3135.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  fur  trade  which  has  been  carried  on  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States  within  the  borders  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
territory  has  been  very  profitable  to  the  individuals  ? — I  cannot  speak  as  to  that ; 
my  information  is  very  imperfect  upon  that  subject ;  1  have  no  |)ersonal  know- 
ledge of  it ;  the  United  Slates  Fur  Company  have  posts  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  posts,  and  they  will  give  a  i)igh  price  for  the  furs  of  course, 
and  use  every  means  to  get  the  Indians  to  bring  the  furs  to  them,  but  how  far  it 
is  profitable  1  cannot  say. 

3136  Do  you  see  any  objection  to  giving  every  facility  in  order  to  promote 
communication  between  Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  Settlement,  to  promote 
roads  and  other  means  of  intercourse  ? — I  see  no  objection  to  improving  the  com- 
munications at  all ;  naturally  it  the  Government  were  to  make  a  road  there  they 
would  wish  it  removed  from  the  United  States  frontier. 

3137.  (^ould  there  be  a  good  communication  from  Lake  Superior  without  at 
all  touchinii  upon  the  United  States  territory  f — I  think  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a  good  route ;  the  country  is  very  hilly  and  rocky. 

3138.  The  country  in  that  part  near  Lake  Superior  is  very  difficult  and 
rocky  ? — It  is  very  difficult.  The  watershed  is  cloae  to  Lake  Superior,  and  the 
ascent  very  sudden ;  within  a  distance  of  50  miles,  the  ascent  is  from  600  to 
900  feet. 

31.^9.  Supposing  the  communication  were  through  the  American  territory, 
would  there  be  much  difficulty  in  paying  tolls  or  rates  of  duty  for  the  transit? — 
I  cannot  answer  that  question.  1  he  easiest  communication  to  Red  River  is 
through  the  American  territory  by  way  of  St.  Paul's,  I  believe.  That  is  the 
easiest  ascent,  but  it  is  by  no  means  a  safe  route,  I  am  told.  Travellers  are 
subject  to  the  hostile  incursions  of  Indians. 

3140.  Would  not  it  be  possible  to  make  some  arrangement  between  the 
Government  of  this  country,  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  which  might  be  advantageous  to  all  three?— 1  dare  say  that 
that  might  be  done.  There  is  an  arrangement  for  the  transit  of  goods  from 
Canada  through  the  United  States  by  way  of  New  York.  The  goods  are  carried 
free  of  duty  for  embarkation  there,' and  merely  pay  for  the  transit.  They  are 
sealed  up. 

3141.  British  manufactures  are  now  carried  in  that  way  sometimes  from  New 
York,  are  they  not  ?— They  are  carried  to  New  York  by  the  Genessee  from 
Canada,  and  in  the  same  way  the  American  ships  descend  the  St.  Lawrence ; 
ships  that  have  coirie  from  the  American  coasts  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

3142  Mr.  Btll.}  Do  you  think  that  any  scheme  which  might  be  proposed  for 
cultivating  the  country,  and  taking  advantage  of  its  natural  prod.icts,  would  be 
incompatible  with  the  fur  trade ;  that  it  would  collect  settlers  and  make  it 
impossible  to  keep  the  fur  trade  closed?— I  think  that  if  settlers  were  to  come  in 
in  sufficient  numbers  the  fur  trade  would  suffer. 

3143.  And  that  would  lead  to  disturbance  throughout  the  country,  and  it  would 
be  impossible  to  preserve  tranquiUity  ?— Vt^ithout  a  strong  Government. 

3144.  Lord  Stanlei/.]  In  the  event  of  a  considerable  influx  of  settlers  takmg 
place  at  the  Red  River,  would  it  be  necessary  to  remove  the  Indians  from  the 
Red  Ri\er,  or  do  you  consider  that  a  European  settlement  could  co-exist  with 
the  Indian  population  ? — I  do  not  think,  as  far  as  I  understand  it,  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  remove  any  Indians  from  the  Red  River ;  but  (I  am  only  speaking 
now  from  supposition)  I  think  that  the   Company  would  remove  the  Indians 
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Sir  J.  liichurdson,  from  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  send  them  to  hunt  a  little  further  north,  to  cut  off  the 


C.  B. 


communication. 

M         «~  3 14.5  •   Mr.  Bell.l  Would    you    consider   that    there    was    any   advantage  in 

9     arc  I  1  57,     removing  Indians  who  were  settled  and  had  become  cultivators  of  the  soil  ? — I  do 
not  think  they  could  remove  them  ;  they  would  not  move. 

3146.  It  has  been  done  in  the  United  States,  and  also  in  Canada  ? — That  was 
done  by  force. 

3147.  The  Indians  when  they  had  settled  the  country  and  brought  it  into 
cultivation  objected  very  much  to  be  removed  ? — Exceedingly. 

3 148.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.']  Do  you  not  think  that  if  the  tied  River  Settlement 
were  an  open  colony  tlie  Indians  from  all  parts  of  the  territory  would  flock 
towards  it  in  the  hopes  of  getting  liquor? — That  1  cannot  say;  if  liquor  were 
easily  acquired  I  think  that  a  great  part  of  the  furs  would  be  carried  in  that 
direction  to  procure  liquor. 

3140.  Mr.  Grogan.]  The  great  want  in  that  country  in  the  way  of  colonisation 
is  the  means  of  a  ready  communication  for  the  transit  of  their  goods  ? — The 
means  of  exporting  the  produce  ;    the  want  of  that  would  bar  cultivation. 

3150.  A  project  has  been  mentioned  here  as  being  conteuiplated  for  a  canal 
somewhere  from  Fond  du  Lac  to  communicate  with  tiie  lower  end  of  the  Rainy 
Lake  in  the  British  territory ;  if  such  a  navigable  Ctinal  were  constructed,  for 
instance,  would  that  in  your  opinion  answer  the  purpose? — It  would  not  answer 
the  purpose  tor  Red  River  without  passing  through  the  American  territory,  and 
from  Rainy  Lake  the  route  would  be  through  a  part  of  the  American  territory, 
unless  they  descended  the  difficult  River  Winnipeg. 

31.51.  I  should  tell  you  that  the  project  is  American  ;  to  construct  it  through 
American  soil  as  far  as  it  goes? — If  they  could  construct  a  canal  there,  it  would 
make  the  communication  with  Red  River  easier ;  but  it  would  be  through  American 
territory. 

3152.  But  would  it  not  have  the  effect  of  opening  up  that  country  for  settlers? 
— I  think  so.  If  it  is  worth  while  to  make  a  canal,  the  projectors  must  see  their 
way  to  the  settling  of  people  there  ;  but  that  would  be  in  the  American  territory, 
as  I  say. 

3^.'')3-  Jfs  it  within  your  knowledge  that  there  is  any  communication  by  the  Rat 
or  Reed  River,  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  Red  River?- — 1  have  heard  that  there  is  a 
canoe  route  in  that  direction. 

3 '54-  But  you  have  never  traversed  it? — I  have  never  traversed  it  ;  I  have 
heard  that  there  is  a  canoe  route  across  there,  and  that  the  Americans  travel  in 
that  direction. 

31. '',.5.  Mr.  Edxrard  EUice.]  For  how  many  months  in  the  year  would  the 
route  be  open  by  canal,  by  ordinary  means  ? — Between  four  and  five  months  ;  I 
suppose  five  months. 

;;i,56.  And  for  the  other  seven  months  it  would  be  closed  ?— Yes. 

3157.  Mr.  Blaekhurn.]  How  many  feet  did  you  say  the  level  of  Rainy  Lake 
was  above  Lake  Superior  ? — 1  do  not  know  without  reference;  I  suppose  that 
Rainy  Lake  would  probably  be  500  feet;  it  is  upon  the  other  side  of  the  water- 
shed, upon  the  descent  to  Lake  Winnipeg. 

3158.  So  that  there  is  no  great  probabiUty  of  a  canal  being  made  to  rise  to  a 
superior  level  of  500  feet  r — No,  I  should  think  not ;  there  would  be  a  great 
many  locks. 
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MEMBERS  PRESENT. 

Mr.  Blackburn.  Mr.  Lowe. 

Mr.  Christy.  1  Mr.  Matheson. 

Mr.  Edward  EUice.  Sir  John  Pakington. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.  Mr.  Roebuck. 

Mr.  Gregson.  Lord  John  Russell. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney.  Viscount  Sandon. 

Mr.  Kiunaird.  |  Lord  Stanley, 

The  Right  Hon.  ROBERT  LOWE  i\  the  Chair. 


Colonel  John  Ffolliott  Crofton,  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

3159.  Chairman.]  ARE  you  in  Her  Majesty's  service?— I  am.  Colonel 

3160.  In  what  department  of  the  service  ? — I  am  a  colonel  in  the  array,  and      J-  P-  Crofton. 
am  now  employed  in  the  .War  Department.  ■ 

3161 .  Have  you  ever  been  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  ? — I  have.  ^9  ^^y  ^^57- 

3162.  In  what  capacity? — Commanding  the  troops  that  went  out  in  1846. 

3163.  What  troops  were  they  that  went  out  ? — They  consisted  of  a  wing  of 
the  6th  Foot,  a  detachment  of  artillery,  and  a  detachment  of  Royal  Engineers. 

3164.  From  whence  were  they  despatched? — They  sailed  from  Cork,  and 

I  received  them  over  from  General  Turner  by  order  of  the  Duke  of  VVellington, 
under  special  instructions. 

3165.  Where  did  they  land  in  America? — At  Fort  York,  Hudson's  Bay. 

3166.  Where  was  your  station  with  those  troops  ? — I  was  destined  for  Red 
River,  Fort  Garry. 

3167.  Did  you  go  there? — I  did. 

3168.  From  Fort  York  ?— From  Fort  York. 

3169.  How  many  men  had  you  altogether  with  you? — Altogether  about 
383  persons ;  viz.  18  officers,  329  men,  17  women,  and  19  children. 

3170.  Were  there' guns  with  you;  heavy  stores  of  any  kind? — We  had  28 
pieces  of  artillery  with  us,  but  we  could  not  convey  them  all ;  we  took  one  nine 
pounder  and  three  six  pounders  to  Red  River. 

3171.  How  were  your  men  and  your  stores  conveyed  to  the  Red  River  ? — In 
boats  ;  the  stores  at  the  portages,  on  the  backs  of  the  men. 

3172.  How  were  these  guns  conveyed  ? — We  made  a  contrivance  of  canvass 
with  handles  and  carrying  straps,  slung  the  guns  iti  them,  and  we  skidded  them, 
if  I  may  use  that  phrase,  which  is  best  known,  all  along  the  swamps,  by  taking 
the  wheels  ofF  and  carrying  them. 

3173.  What  time  of  the  year  was  it  when  you  arrived  at  York  Factory?— 
think  it  was  the  7th  of  August. 

3174.  Did  you  immediately  proceed  to  the  Red  River  settlement  ?— In  about 

II  days. 

3175.  How  long  did  the  journey  occupy?— It  was  varied  :  I  myself  arrived 
seven  days  before  the  troops,  in  order  to  make  preparations  for  receiving  them, 
but  they  were  about  30  days. 

3176.  Was  any  of  the  journey  performed  in  boats  ?— Altogether  in  boats, 
except  in  crossing  the  portages. 

3177.  What  was  your  duty  at  the  Red  River;  for  what  purpose  were  you 
sent  there  ?~I  went  under  secret  instructions. 

o.24-Sess.2.  •  Y  3178.  Hou- 
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Colonel  3178.  How  long  did  you  remain  there? — I  remained  myself  until  the  foUow- 

j.^^Lr^.      -jjg  j^^jy^  ^^^  jj^g  iToo^s,  remained  until  1848. 

iQ  M      8r  ^^  ~9'  ^^^  1^^  '^^  opportunity  of  making  yourself  acquainted  with  the  govern- 

^     ^''      ment  and  administration  of  that  colony  ? — I  had  large  opportunities,  and  I  was 
a  member  of  their  Council  ej!  officio. 

3180.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  opinion  which  you  formed 
from  those  opportunities  of  the  government  of  the  Company  ? — The  govern- 
ment of  the  Company  I  can  only  speak  to  as  affecting  the  Red  River  colony 
itself,  and  I  would  there  characterise  it  by  one  word,  that  I  think  it  is  a 
patriarchal  government  more  than  any  other ;  I  do  not  know  how  else  to 
describe  it. 

3181.  Did  you  travel  far  from  the  Red  River  yourself? — I  was  ordered  to 
return  vi&   Canada,  and  I  made  a  military  report  on  the  lakes  and  rivers. 

318a.  Which  way  did  you  return? — I  returned  by  the  ordinary  canoe  route, 
by  Lake  Superior,  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and  so  home. 

3)  83.  From  Sault  Ste.  Marie  where  did  you  go  ? — I  proceeded  by  the  ordinary 
steamers  to  Montreal  through  Canada,  but  the  difficulties  were  in  getting  to 
Fort  WiUiam. 

3184.  On  Lake  Superior? — On  Lake  Superior. 

3185.  What  did  those  difficulties  consist  in  ? — The  numerous  portages. 

3186.  Were  there  many  persons  with  you,  or  were  you  a  small  party? — ^A 
part  of  the  way  I  proceeded  with  Indians  in  the  canoe  and  two  half-breeds.  The 
remainder  of  tlie  way  I  was  joined  by  Sir  George  Simpson,  the  Governor,  and 
came  on  with  more  comfort  and  ease.. 

3187.  Was  there  any  other  difficulty  in  the  way  except  the  portages  r — None. 

3188.  Was  the  navigation  pretty  simple  ?— Decidedly  easy. 

3189.  Was  the  country  difficult  to  cross  ? — I  believe  it  is  exceedingly  swampy 
to  cross  ;  the  only  communication  is  by  the  rivers  and  lakes. 

3190.  You  spent  a  winter  in  the  Red  River  ? — I  did. 

3191.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  climate  of  the  settlement? — It  is  pretty 
much  the  same  as  L'pper  Canada. 

3192.  Not  more  severe? — Perhaps  less  so. 

3193.  Than  Quebec,  for  instance? — The  thermometer  sinks  to  47°  below 
zero  occasionally  at  Red  River,  as  it  does  at  Quebec  ;  but  the  open  season  is 
somewhat  longer  at  Red  River,  I  think,  than  even  in  Upper  Canada. 

3194.  Mr.  Roebuck.'\  Is  the  climate  warmer  than  in  Lower  Canada,  because 
there  is  a  difference  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada? — I  think  it  more 
resembles  Upper  Canada,  although  I  have  not  spent  a  seas<m  in  Upper  Canada. 
I  found  it  necessary  to  compare  the  two.  I  have  a  complete  account  of  the 
colony,  its  products,  and  its  cUmate,  which,  if  I  were  allowed,  I  would  lay  before 
the  Committee. 

3195.  Chairman.'^  Has  it  been  prepared  by  yourself? — It  was  prepared  by 
myself,  and  sent  to  the  Horse  Guards. 

3196.  A  report? — A  report.  That  report,  I  should  think,  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  my  making  public,  because  it  is  altogether  of  a  descriptive  nature. 

3197.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Can  you  tell  me  when  the  spring  or  the  summer  there 
begins  ? — The  season  o])ens  about  the  first  week  in  April,  and  closes  about  the 
middle  of  November  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  rivers,  lakes  and  swamps  freeze  in  the 
middle  of  November. 

3198.  That  is  about  what  occurs  in  Lower  Canada  ? — I  thought  it  was  about 
that  of  Upper  Canada  ;  I  may  be  wrong. 

3109.  Does  the  summer  season  close  as  early  as  the  middle  of  November? 
— The  summer  season  may  be  said  to  close  in  August,  but  the  finest  weather 
is  what  is  called  the  Fall,  which  extends  from  August  to  the  middle  of 
November. 

3200.  When  does  the  permanent  snow  fall? — It  commences  at  the  latter  part 
of  November,  and  is  not  off  the  ground  until  the  first  week  in  April. 

3201.  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  seeing  any  agriculture  while  you  were 
there? — A  great  deal. 

3202.  What  sort  of  crops  did  they  grow  ? — Oats,  barley,  and  wheat,  chiefly, 
but  all  sorts  of  vegetables. 

3203.  Did  the  wheat  ripen  ? — In  90  days  from  sowing. 

3204.  It 
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3204.  It  ripened  very  perfectly?— It  was  the  finest  wheat  I  ever  saw.  Colonel 

3205.  \^as  the  soil  fertile  ? -Along  the  immediate  banks  of  the  rivers,  and      I- F.  Crofton. 

extending  for,  perhaps,  the  breadth  of  two  miles,  no  finer  loamy  soil  could  be 

seen,  with  a  limestone  foundation.  19  May  1857. 

3206.  Is  it  geologically  limestone  ?— AH- 

3207.  And  wherever  limestone  is,  there  is  fertile  land,  is  not  there  ? I  think 

that  is  the  consequence. 

3208.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  hmestone  extends;  looking  at  that  map? — 
I  have  ascertained  from  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  that  it  extends, 
as  a  base  of  the  whole  prairie  land,  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

3209.  So  that,  in  fact,  that  part  of  the  territory  is  fit  for  agricuhure  r — 
Quite  so. 

3210.  And  would  make  a  good  colony? — It  might  maintain  millions. 

3211.  You  talked  about  your  forming  a  portion  of  the  government  there;  did 
you  ever  take  part  in  the  administration  of  justice  ? — In  nothing,  excepting  in 
those  matters  which  affected  my  troops.  I  entered  into  no  municipal  questions, 
except  respecting  the  sale  of  spirits. 

3212.  Could  you  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  administration 
of  justice  there? — I  think  justice  was  well  administered,  under  the  guidance  of  a 
very  able  man,  who  advised  the  Company's  government. 

3213.  He  v.as  sole  judge,  I  suppose;  there  was  no  jury  ? — Yes,  there  was  a 
jury  always,  in  tbcjise  cases  that  were  referred  by  the  magistrates  from  the 
quarterly  meeting,  which  were  decided  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  with  the 
legal  assistance  of  the  recorder,  Mr.  Thorn,  and  by  a  jury  of  the  inhabitants. 

3214.  Supposing  A.  B.  had  been  referred  as  you  say,  and  was  to  be  tried, 
who  sat  as  judge ;  Mr.  Thom  ? — The  magistrates  sat  as  a  session,  and  had  a 
chairman. 

321.5.  Who  was  the  chairman  ? — I  think  he  was  usually  the  Governor  of  the 
colony. 

32 1 6.  Not  the  recorder  ? — Not  the  recorder  ;  he  was  the  legal  adviser  ;  some- 
thing like  our  own  recorder  here  in  London,  who  sits  under  an  alderman. 

3217.  You  are  rather  mistaken  there  ;  the  recorder  is  the  judge  in  London  ? 
— Then  I  am  wrong.  I  am  but  a  soldier.  The  seat  in  which  the  recorder  sat 
was  not  the  ordinary  judge's  place. 

3218.  The  judge  was  in  fact  the  Governor  ? — ^The  Governor  sat,  I  think,  in 
the  place  that  a  judge  would  sit  in  Westminster  Hall. 

3219.  Who  charged  the  jury  ? — I  never  was  present  at  a  trial  on  which  there 
was  a  charge  made. 

3220.  Then  your  opinion  of  the  administration  of  justice  is,  I  take  it,  formed 
upon  hearsay  ? — It  is  so  far  from  being  hearsay  that  I  was  present  at  one 
trial  by  the  magistrates,  but  Mr.  Thom  happened  not  to  be  present  on  that 
occasion. 

3221 .  Was  there  a  jury  then  ? — There  was  no  jury. 

■    3222.  So  that  trials   do  take  place  there  without  a  jury? — Trials   by  the 
magistrates. 

3223.  What  offence  was  that  ? — I  think  it  was  a  breach  of  a  municipal  law. 
The  case  I  know  was  for  selling  some  rum,  which  had  been  given  for  a 
marriage  feast,  to  some  of  my  soldiers,  which  was  contrary  to  a  municipal 
law. 

3224.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  trials  taking  place  of  people  for  selling  peltries 
to  any  other  than  the  Company  ? — I  have  heard  of  such,  because  there  was  a  sol- 
dier of  my  own  on  one  occasion,  who  bought  some  paltry  fur  or  other,  and  he  was 
reported  to  me  for  having  done  it.  I  said  that  I  did  not  see  the  offence  distinctly, 
but  they  pointed  out  to  me  that  it  was  against  the  law  of  the  place,  and  of  course 
I  punished  the  soldier. 

3225.  Did  you  institute  any  inquiry  into  that  matter? — I  did  ascertain  from 
a  Serjeant  and  corporal  who  were  present,  as  well  as  I  now  remember,  but.it  is 
10  years  ago,  that  the  man  did  purchase  the  article;  he  gave  some  tobacco 
for  it. 

3226.  Are  you  at  all  aware  whether  the  person  who  sold  it  was  tried  and 
punished  also  ? — No,  I  know  that  he  was  not ;  he  was  an  Indian ;  I  know  that  he 
was  not  punished  in  any  way. 
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ColoneJ  3227.  Why  was  not  he  punished  ;  was  it  because  they  could  not  catch  him? 

J.  F.  Crofion.      — j  think  they  attributed  it  to  ignorance,  and  that  he  wanted  tobacco.    I  believe 
they  said  that  he  did  not  know  exactly  that  he  was  doing  wrong.     I  believe  it  is 
19  May  1857.      ^  ygj,y  common  thing  to  exchange  furs  for  tobacco  there. 

3228.  But  it  was  contrary  to  law  ? — Quite  so. 

3229.  And  you  punished  your  soldier  for  buying?— I  punished  him  for  it 
because  he  knew  that  I  had  cautioned  the  men  myself  not  to  deal  with  the 
Indians. 

3230.  Besides  that  one  particular  case  which  you  saw,  .did  you  ever  see  any 
other  administration  of  justice  ? — No,  the  crimes  are  so  very  few  ;  I  think  the 
magistrates  only  sat  once  while  I  was  there. 

3231.  Then  the  only  time  that  you  saw  any  administration  of  justice,  it  was 
without  a  jury  ? — Yes. 

3232.  When  you  were  there,  had  you  much  communication  with  the  half- 
breeds? — A  good  deal. 

3233.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaints  from  them  of  the  state  of  things? — 
Yes  ;  they  were  always  grumbling. 

3234.  About  what  ?— Chiefly  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  import  spirits. 

3235.  Did  they  ever  tell  you  that  ? — They  used  to  tell  me  that ;  that  they 
wished  that,  and  to  be  allowed  to  distil  them. 

3236.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  half-breeds  told  you  that  the  chief  fault 
which  they  had  to  find  with  the  Government  was,  that  they  would  not  allow 
them  to  import  spirits  ? — Yes  ;  they  said  it  was  very  hard  that  they  could 
not  take  spirits  from  St.  Peter's,  or  distil  them  themselves,  and  therefore 
they  alleged  that  to  me  as  a  reason  why  they  would  not  cultivate  barley  or 
oats. 

3237.  Did  not  the  same  men  suggest  to  you  as  a  hardship,  that  they  were  not 
allowed  to  sell  peltries? — Yes,  they  did  indeed;  that  was  the  case  also;  but  I 
think  that  their  chief  objection  was  what  I  first  stated. 

3238.  But  did  they  say  that  their  chief  objection  was  that  ? — Yes,  certainly. 
If  you  will  allow  me,  I  would  state  how  it  arose.  Many  of  these  men  I  took 
upon  myself  to  reason  with  about  leaving  their  lands  utterly  uncultivated,  and 
going  out  into  the  prairies  to  hunt  buffaloes  rather  than  looking  after  their  crops, 
which  would  support  them  in  the  winter.  They  said  that  there  was  no  use  in 
growing  corn,  for  they  had  no  export  for  it.  They  also  said  that  the  little 
which  they  would  wish  to  raise  beyond  what  would  subsist  them,  they  wished 
to  distil  into  spirits,  which  the  Company  would  not  allow.  They  thought  that  a 
great  hardship,  and  they  said  that  the  Company  not  only  forbade  them  to  do  it 
with  their  own  corn,  but  that  they  would  not  let  them  import  them.  This  made 
them,  they  said,  quite  miserable  in  the  winter  :  this  was  the  thing  which  they  all 
harped  upon. 

3239.  Was  the  non-export  of  their  corn  considered  a  grievance  solely  or 
mainly  because  they  could  not  buy  spirits  with  it? — No;  they  said  that  they 
did  not  cultivate  their  lands  for  two  reasons  ;  one  was,  that  they  could  not 
export  corn  which  they  might  raise  beyond  that  required  for  their  mere  subsist- 
ence, and  that  even  it  was  better  for  them  to  purchase  the  means  of  subsistence 
with  the  produce  of  the  plains,  the  pemmican  which  they  made,  than  to  culti- 
vate their  lands,  for  if  they  grew  corn  they  did  not  know  what  to  do  with  it : 
they  could  not  export  it,  and  they  were  not  allowed  to  distil  it.  That  is  what 
these  poor  humble  men  said  to  me;  of  course  I  do  not  speak  of  it  as  being  a 
reasonable  statement. 

3240.  In  your  opinion  is  not  that  a  reasonable  statement  r — No,  but  I  think 
that  that  is  the  cause  of  their  not  cultivating  their  lands. 

3241.  If  you  were  placed  in  the  position  of  a  man  having  100  acres  of  land 
there  ? — They  only  had  50. 

3242.  And  if  you  cultivated  it  and  grew  a  good  deal  of  corn,  and  you  were  not 
allowed  to  export  it,  and  were  not  allowed  to  use  it  as  you  pleased,  should  you 
thi»k  that  a  grievance  ? — It  was  not  that  they  were  not  allowed  to  export  it,  but 
that  they  could  not  export  it ;  there  were  no  means  of  exporting  it. 

3243.  Was  not  it  the  law  that  they  should  not  have  any  traffic  ? — The  law  was 
that  they  should  not  have  any  traffic. 

3244.  Then  you  might  say  that  the  law  did  not  permit  it  ?— They  did  not  so 
state  it  to  me  ;  they  stated  that  they  could  not  export  their  corn. 

3245.  Was 
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3245.  Was  not  that  the  fact?— It  was  the  fact.  Colonel 

3246.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  say  the  law  forbids  them  to  have  any  traffic  ;  with  -^-^^^Z'""- 
whom  .-—With  the  Americans,  or  Indians  in  furs.  ^    jl^    jg^ 

3247.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  nearest  point  to  Avhich  their  corn  could  be  ^^    ^^  ^  ^^' 
sent? — Pembina  is  the  nearest  point  on  the  American  territory,  which  is  60 

miles  from  Red  River ;  but  they  can  grow  as  much  as  they  want  there  themselves. 
The  only  place  where  it  could  be  sold  would  be  at  St.  Peter's,  at  Fort  Smelling, 
and  that  is  a  long  distance  ;  400  miles  perhaps. 

3248-  Is  it  hkely  that  corn  grown  at  the  Red  River  would  bear  the  expense 
of  so  long  a  journey,  and  be  sold  at  a  profit  afterwards  ? — Certainly  not. 

3249.  Even  if  the  communications  were  improved? — Unless  there  was  unin- 
terrupted water  communication  I  do  not  think  it  could  pay. 

3250.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Have  you  ever  travelled  in  Minnesota? — No. 

3251.  Or  any  portion  of  the  wild  parts  of  America? — Yes  ;  I  have  travelled 
some  of  the  wild  parts,  for  I  went  from  Red  River  to  Fort  William,  on  Lake 
Superior. 

3252.  I  mean  in  the  United  States?— No. 

3253-  You  do  not  know  then  how  the  settlers  of  the  new  territories  live  ? — 
Not  at  all. 

3254.  Do  you  suppose  that  persons  at  Red  River  would  find  any  more 
difficulty  than  persons  in  Minnesota  to  live  ? — I  should  think  not. 

3.^55.  And  do  you  suppose  that  the  same  circumstances  which  attach  to  the 
people  in  Minnesota,  and  increase  civilisation  and  colonisation  there,  would 
attach  to  the  persons  living  in  Red  River,  and  would  there  increase  civilisation 
and  colonisation  if  permitted  ? — I  believe  the  circumstances  are  different,  for 
they  have  the  Missouri  River  and  the  St.  Peter's  River  in  that  direction,  and  a 
population  has  crept  up  close  to  them ;  but  at  Red  River  the  nearest  point  of 
steam  navigation  for  the  colonists  is  Fort  William,  on  Lake  Superior,  and  that 
is  a  very  long  distance,  the  itinerary  of  which  1  have  here,  if  I  am  allowed 
to  produce  it. 

3256.  Where  does  your  route  begin? — My  route  begins  from  Red  River 
itself.  Fort  Garry,  26  miles  from  Lake  Winnipeg. 

3257.  And  it  goes  from  thence  to  Lake  Superior? — This  itinerary  of  mine 
carries  me  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

3258.  That  is  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior? — Exactly;  just 
before  the  fall  of  20  feet  takes  place. 

3259.  How  many  miles  is  it  from  that  fort  which  you  mentioned  to  Lake 
Superior? — The  whole  distance  is  about  1,126  miles  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

3260.  That  is  right  across  the  lake,  but  I  am  talking  of  the  distance  from 
the  western  border  of  the  lake  to  the  fort  ? — Then  354  miles  will  have  to  be 
deducted  from  the  1,126. 

3261.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  it  is  700  miles  from  the  Red  River  to  Lake 
Superior  ? — Yes. 

3262.  The  greater  part  of  that  I  suppose  could  be  travelled  by  water? — 
All  by  water,  with  the  exception  of  the  shght  portages,  no  one  of  which  exceeds 
three  or  four  miles  ;  three  miles  I  think  is  the  longest. 

3263.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  What  sort  of  boats  are  there  ?— There  are  two 
kinds  used  by  the  traders ;  there  is  what  they  call  a  bateau,  or  a  sort  of  barge, 
which  is  used  from  Fort  Garry  to  Fort  Frances ;  then  from  Fort  Frances  onward 
they  have  large  canoes,  which  will  hold  26  people  easily. 

3264.  If  you  had  had  to  take  a  gun  from  Fort  William  to  Fort  Garry,  what 
sort  of  work  would  it  have  been? — I  think  very  easy.  I  do  not  see  any 
difficulty.     1  limit  it  to  nine-pounders;  a  man  cannot  carry  above  180 lbs. 

3265.  How  much  of  that  distance  would  men  have  had  to  carry  that  gun  ? 
—I  have  not  summed  up  the  distances  of  the  portages  here,  but  in  my  military 
report  they  are  given ;  it  is  10  years  since  I  wrote  that,  and  it  only  came  into 
my  possession  last  night. 

{The  Witness  delivered  in  the  following  Paper  ;] 


0.24— Sess.  2.  Y  3 


Route, 


174 


xMINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Colonel 
J.  F.  Crofion. 
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Route,  by  Lakes  and  Rivers,  from  Red  River  Colony  to  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie,  traversed  by  Colonel 
Crofton,  6th  Foot,  in  1847,  the  Portag-es  and  estimated  Distances  between  each,  and  the  several 
Points  on  the  whole  Water  Line. 


Red  River 

Lake  Winnipeg- 
Winnipeg  River 


Lake  of  the  Woods  - 


Lac  la  Pluie  River  - 


Lac  la  Pluie  ^- 

Lao  Macan 
Riviere  Macan 
Lao  la  Croix  - 
Riviere  Malio-ne 


Sturgeon  Lake 
Lac  Dort' 
Lac  des  Morts 
Lake  Windesro 

Mille  Lao 
Riviere  Savanne 

Height  of  Land 
Dog  River 


Miles. 


Upper  Fort  Garry  to      - 
Lower  Fort  Garry 
Indian  Settlement 

Mouth  of  Red  River      ... 
Pointe  Grand  Marais     ... 

Fort  Alexander,  H.  B.  post   - 
First  Eau  qui  meut,  portage  J  mile 
Second         ditto     -     ditto     5    „   - 
Third  ditto     -     ditto     J     ,,   - 

Terra  Blanche  ditto    J     j,  - 

Petit  Rache  -     ditto  100  yards 

Roche  de  Bonet,  1st  portage,       1  mile 
Ditto  2d       ditto    150  yards 

Ditto  3d        ditto      50      „ 

Lac  de  Bonet,  6  short  portages 
White  River  ... 

Grand  Rapid  -  -  . 

Barriere  Portage,  50  yards 
Slave  Falls,  J  mile 
Roche  Brule,  200  yards 
Pointe  aux  Chenes,  150  yards 
Pointe  des  Bois,  J  mile 
Chute  a  Jacho,  200  yards 
Portage  de  I'ltle,  \  mile 
Wabasinning,  Roman-catholie  mission 
Cave  Portage,  J  mile     - 
Crete  Portage,  20  yards 
Terre  Blanche  Portage,  200  yards  - 
Grande  Decbarge 
Dallas  Rapid         .... 

Rat  Portage,  H.  B.  C.  post    - 

Little  Portage,  50  yards 

Across  the  Traverse       ... 

Sandy  Knolls        -         .         .         _ 
Riviere  aux  Rapides 
Long  Sault  .         -  -         -         . 

Manitou  Rapid     .... 
The  Forks 

Fort  Frances,  H.  B.  C.  post  - 
Little  Creek  ... 

Portage  Neuf        -  .         . 

Trois  Portages  ... 

Traverse       ..... 

Portage  de  I'lsle  ... 

1st  portage  to  2d  portage 
2d     ditto     to  3d     ditto 
3d     ditto     to  4th   ditto 


Portage  des  deux  Rivieres,  1  mile 

Portage  des  Morts,  ^  mile 

Portage  des  Francois,  2  miles 
Portage  Pente,  J  mile 

Portage  de  Baril,  J  mile 

Savanne  Portage  ... 
Millieu  Portage     ... 

Prairie  Portage 

Prairie  Portage,  260  yards     - 
Jourdain  Portage,  200  yards 
Barriere  Portage,  100  yards  - 


26 

8 

16 

24 
23 


3 

4 
1 

5 
1 
1 

14 
13 
14 

7 

5 

1 

1 

3 

9 
26 
14 

4 

1 

1 
s 

3 

20 

17 

26 
35 

7 

20 

00 

9 
17 
16 

40 
7 

6 
22 
12 

01 

3' 

5 

1 

a 

25 

3 

18 

16 

9 

36 

20 
14 


10 
3 

27 


Remarks. 


-  -  From  Fori  Garry  to 
Fort  Frances  boats  can 
be  employed,  as  on  the 
York  Factory  route.  At 
Fort  Frances  canoes 
must  be  used  as  far  as 
Fort  William;  barges 
can  then  be  employed 
for  passing  through 
Lake  Superior  to  Sault 
Ste.  Marie. 


-  -  Here  canoes  must  be 
employed  for  troops. 
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Dog  Lake 

K  amin  i  s  taquoiah 
River. 


Fort  William  - 
Lake  Superior 


Sanlt  Ste.  Marie. 


Miles. 

T> 

Remarks. 

Dog  Portage,  2  miles   -        -        .        . 

15 

3i 

Little  Dog  Portage,  J  mile    -         -         - 

i 

Portage  des  Martres,  20  yards 

8 

Decharge  des  Pinets      .... 

6 

Ditto     des  Trembks 

2 

Ditto     Mauvais        .... 

1 

Ditto     Belanger        -         .         .         . 

4 

Portage  de  Couteau,  300  yards 

i 

Ditto  Reoousi,  500  yal^ds  -         -         . 

1 

Decharge,  50  yards       -                  -         - 

Ecarte  Portage,  ^  mile          .         -         . 

Mountain  Portage,  |  mile      - 

30 

*Hudson's  Bay  Port     -         -         -         - 

15 

*  If    steamers    shall 

Tonnerre  Point    .         .         .         - 

80 

be  established  on  Lake 

Les  Ecrits 

15 

Superior,   the  journey 

Traverse 

15 

from    Red    River,    by 

Pic  Island 

18 

canoe  or  barge,  will  end 

Pic,  H.  B.  C.  Post         -         .        -         . 

30 

here,  and  save  354  miles 

Otter's  Head         ... 

26 

of  dangerous  navigation 

Les  Ecors 

25 

for  small  boats. 

Bear  Berry  River          .... 

6 

Gros  Cap,  1st       - 

3 

Michipicoton,  H.  B.  C.  Post  - 

21 

Gargantua  ..... 

20 

Montreal  Island  -         .                   .         - 

35 

Mamaieuse  ...... 

30 

Gros  Cap,  2d 

6 

Point  aui  Pins  to          -         -         .         - 

9 

Sault  Ste.  Marie. 

Total  Distance  about          -     .  ■ 

1,125 

N.B. — The  distance  marked  opposite  each  place  in  this  Itinerary  is  that  between  it  and  the  place 
next  under  it. 

The  journey  can  be  performed  in  38  days  by  this  route. 

3266.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  I  was  asking  you  about  the  river  ;  does  the  river  fall 
into  Lake  Superior  ? — There  is  a  height  of  land  which  divides  the  waters  ;  the 
Kamenistiquoia  River  falls  from  the  height  of  land,  and  it  is  about  36  miles 
from  the  Kakabeka  Fall  to  Fort  William.  The  other  rivers  flow  westward  and 
empty  into  Lake  Winnipeg,  which  ultimately  empties  itself  by  Hayes'  and  other 
Rivers  into  Hudson's  Bay. 

3267.  So  that  part  of  the  way  you  go  against  stream  and  part  of  the  way  with 
stream  ? — The  main  part  of  the  way  proceeding  towards  Canada  is  up  stream. 

3268.  Could  that  stream,  with  a  little  difficulty,  be  rendered  a  navigable 
river  for  boats  ? — Of  course,  by  damming  it  up  in  several  places  you  might 
avoid  a  great  many  small  portages ;  but  practically,  for  the  slight  intercourse 
which  there  is,  it  is  less  labour  to  carry  over  the  portages. 

3269.  But  if  there  were  a  great  population  to  come  there  in  time,  and  a  great 
traffic,  could  not  they  very  easily  canal  the  river  ? — Certainly. 

3270.  So  that  the  country  does  not  hold  out  any  obstacles  to  colonisation  ? — 
Quite  the  contrary.  All  that  tract  is  a  lovely  country  by  Lac  la  Pluie  and  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods. 

3271.  Did  you  at  all  travel  towards  the  Rocky  Mountains  during  the  12 
months  you  were  there  ? — I  rode  myself  long  distances  on  the  plains  to  ascer- 
tain what  they  were  like. 

3272.  And  what  did  you  find  them  like? — If  I  may  say  so,  a  kind  of  land 
sea,  with  undulations,  but  I  could  have  driven  the  lightest  spring  gig  over  it  all, 
and  I  believe  it  extends  400  miles. 

3273.  Then  there  is  no  difficulty  in  communicating  with  that  part  of  the 
country? — I  believe  you  may  drive  a  waggon  from  Red  River  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.     I  have  heard  of  those  who  have  done  it. 

3274.  Did  jou  pay  any  attention  to  the  circumstances  which  prevented  that 
country  from  being  colonised  while  you  were  there  ? — Yes,  I  did. 
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Colonel  3275.  Did  you  come  to  any  conclusions  thereupon? — Yes,  I  did. 

J.F.Crofton.  3276.  What  were    they? — They  were    tliese ;    that   it   was    remoteness    and 

^ utter  insularity  which  prevented  people  from  settling  there. 

19  May  1857.  3277.  Is  it  more  remote  than  Oregon? — Oregon  is  close -to  the  sea,  and 

therefore  it  may  be  said  to  be  the  next  parish  to  England  in  that  sense. 

3278.  Is  it  more  remote  than  Minnesota? — I  do  not  know  that  country  at 
all ;  but  I  should  suppose  that  the  navigation  of  the  Missouri,  and  the  Mississippi, 
and  the  branch  rivers,  renders  that  country  perfectly  reachable,  if  I  may  so 
express  it,  by  everything. 

3279.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  Utah  ? — I  have. 

3280.  That  is  separated,  I  take  it,  by  a  desert  from  the  rest  of  the  world  .^  — 
I  believe  it  is ;  but  I  know  nothing  of  its  communications  with  the  other 
States. 

3281.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  that  it  has  become  a  great  settlement  ? — It 
has. 

3282.  Being  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  world,  it  has  become  a  great 
settlement?—!  am  not  at  all  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  its  separation  from 
it.  There  may  be  circumstances  which  may  render  a  great  tract  of  country 
desert,  which  yet  may  offer  facilities  of  approach  ;  for  instance,  you  may  ran 
a  railway  over  a  dead  dry  flat  with  great  facility. 

3283.  Would  there  be  any  great  difficulty  in  running  a  railway  from  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Red  River  ? — There  are  no  insuperable  difficulties  in  these  days 
of  engineering  ;  probably  the  great  difficulty  would  be  the  swamps. 

3284.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  spoke  of  the  difficulties  of  communication  between 
the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  anrl  the  Red  River ;  of  what  nature  are  those  difficulties } 
— The  want  of  anything  better  than  a  mere  foot-track,  in  which  you  go  in 
Indian  tile,  is  the  great  difficulty  over  the  portages,  and  having  to  carry  every- 
thing, and  divide  everything  into  weights  of  90  lbs.  each. 

3285.  Do  you  know  what  the  number  of  the  portages  is  between  Red  River 
and  Lake  Superior  ? — Yes,  I  could  tell  the  exact  number,  if  I  were  to  count  them 
on  this  paper. 

3286.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  How  many  breaks  are  there  in  the  navigation? 
— The  whole  distance  from  Sault  Ste.  Marie  does  not  much  exceed  1,100  miles  : 
it  can  be  done  in  30  days.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  these  papers  only  came 
into  my  hands  last  night,  and  consequently  1  am  not  so  well  acquainted  with 
them  as  I  was  when  I  wrote  them  ;  I  must  count  the  number  of  portages  :  some 
of  them  are  so  exceedingly  short  as  to  be  only  20  yards ;  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should  include  them. 

3287.  You  had  better  put  in  all  the  interruptions  to  the  navigation? — They 
are  all  enumerated  here,  above  60. 

3288.  Lord  Stanley.']  Are  any  of  those  portages  of  considerable  length  ? — The 
longest,  I  think,  is  2  |  miles  to  three  miles. 

3289.  Over  a  height  of  land? — Over  the  height  of  land. 

3290.  At  a  considerable  elevation  therefore  above  the  river? — I  took  the 
levels  myself,  131  feet;  I  remember  that  distinctly,  for  I  took  the  level  above 
and  below. 

3291.  Then  at  that  point  the  navigation  must  necessarily  be  interrupted? — 
Y'es ;  it  is  the  great  Kakabeka  Fall  ;  it  is  a  little  higher  even  than  Niagara. 

3292.  Therefore  no  eugineering  skill  and  no  reasonable  amount  of  expen- 
diture would  produce  an  unbroken  navigation  between  Red  River  and  the 
waters  of  Lake  Superior  ? — Not  from  that  point,  but  there  may  be  in  the  United 
Stales  territory  a  means  of  doing  it ;  from  the  extreme  western  point  of  Lake 
Superior,  I  believe  the  land  slopes  down  there  to  the  southward. 

3293.  But  you  are  not  aware  of  any  such?— No  ;  I  have  heard  so;  but  the 
great  difficulties  in  that  case  are  in  the  swamps;  the  upper  land  is  cou)- 
paratively  dry. 

3294.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  country  to  the  north  of  Lake  Superior, 
from  personal  knowledge  ? — Nothing  whatever ;  I  merely  coasted  the  northern 
side ;  it  is  full  of  minerals,  for  I  knocked  off  silver  and  copper  myself  with  an 
axe,  cropping  out. 

3295.  While  you  were  at  Red  River,  did  you  hear  much  desire  expressed  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants  for  an  improved  communication  with  Canada  ? — 
Yes,  I  did. 

3296.  By 
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3296.  By  what  class  of  persons;  the  half-hreeds  or  the  white  settlers? — I  Colonel 
think  by  the  Scotch  settlers  chiefly  ;  I  say  the  Scotch  settlers,  because  I  chiefly  J-  F.  Crofton. 
communicated  with  them.  

3297.  Was  there  upon  their  minds  an  impression  that  those  communications  '9  ^'^y  1857. 
had  been  neglected,  and  that  more  might  have  been  done  by  the  Government 

of  the  country  than  had  been  done  ? — I  dare  say  that  was  a  very  general 
impression, 

3298.  You  have  spoken  of  a  prohibition  to  trade  as  existing  in  the  case  of  the 
Red  Rivev^  settlers  ;  does  that  prohibition  extend  to  all  articles,  or  is  it  limited 
to  the  trade  in  furs  ? — I  think  furs  and  spirits. 

3209.  Is  there  any  prohibition  to  a  Red  River  settler  to  send  his  grain  to  any 
place  to  which  he  can  transport  it  ? — I  think  not ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

3300.  Mr.  /.  H.  Gurne^.]  You  mentioned  that  the  colonists  at  the  Red  River 
had  only  50  acres  of  land  each  ? — That  is  the  limit. 

3301 .  That  is  to  say,  the  Company  will  not  grant  them  any  larger  amount  ? — 
Since  the  settlement  came  into  their  possession,  out  of  Lord  Selkirk's  hands,  I 
think  that  has  been  the  municipal  rule ;  but  there  may  have  been  exceptions, 
though  I  am  not  aware  of  a  single  one,  and  I  knew  every  man's  allotment. 

3302.  Did  you  meet  with  instances  in  which  one  person  had  sold  his  allotment 
to  another  f— Many  instances  of  subdivision. 

3303.  But  not  of  aggregation  ? — None  that  I  can  at  all  charge  my  memory 
with. 

3304.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Do  you  know  the  state  of  the  law,  whether  a  person  could 
sell  l)is  land  without  permission  of  the  Company  ? — I  think  there  was  a  sort  of 
formal  paper  put  in  for  permission  to  subdivide  it. 

3305.  I  mean  to  sell  it  ? — Yes,  he  might  sell  the  whole  lot. 

3306.  Without  permission  of  the  Company? — I'think  so. 

3307.  That  is  your  impression  ? — That  is  my  impression  clearly  ;  I  really 
never  thought  upon  the  point  before ;  but  I  know  that  in  subdividing  it  they 
had  to  apply. 

3308.  Mr.  Gregson.]  Are  those  lots  generally  well  cultivated  ? — As  far  as 
regards  the  Scotch  settlers,  admirably. 

3309.  Are  you  aware  that  they  can  sell  the  produce  of  the  farms  to  the 
Company  ? — Yes. 

3310.  To  any  extent  ? — That  is  their  market,  and  sole  market. 

33  n .  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Do  you  know  any  case  where  a  settler,  having  a 
lot  of  50  acres,  has  been  refused  an  additional  lot  when  he  has  asked  for  it : — I 
do  not  remember  a  case. 

3312.  Your  observations  have  chiefly,  I  think,  applied  to  the  territory 
south  of  60° ;  the  parallel  of  50°  runs  thiough  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — It 
does. 

3313.  I  think  your  observations  have  generally  been  as  to  the  territory  south 
of  that? — Yes.  I  came  down  from  Fort  York,  in  Hudson's  Bay,  and  all  that 
line  I  have  a  map  of,  which  was  drawn  by  my  own  hand,  with  all  the  bearings 
of  every  point  on  the  river  ;  therefore  I  know  the  route  accurately. 

3314.  But  I  am  speaking  of  your  observations  with  regard  to  the  fertility  of 
the  soil  and  the  climate  :  your  observations  have  chiefly  applied  to  the  territory 
south  of  50°  ? — Yes ;  at  actually  the  Red  River  colony  itself,  which  is,  if  I  may 
so  describe  it,  the  fork  of  the  two  rivers,  the  Assinniboyne  and  the  Red  River. 
If  you  took  a  compass,  with  a  radius  of  50  miles,  it  would  describe  the  whole  of 
the  Red  River  colony. 

331,5.  That  is  the  government  of  Assiniboia  ? — It  is. 

3316.  What  sort  of  a  country  is  it  to  the  north  of  that,  on  Lake  Winnipeg,  at 
Norway  House,  and  all  that  territory ;  what  sort  of  land  is  it  ? — You  might 
grow  corn  there,  but  the  season  closes  sooner. 

3317.  During  the  time  you  were  in  Red  River,  or  in  your  progress  down 
between  York  and  Red  River,  did  you  go  at  all  into  the  interior  ;  did  you  see 
much  of  the  country  ? — I  went  as  far  as  a  horse  would  take  me  occasionally. 
I  have  never  been  a  night  out  from  the  fort,  with  one  exception. 

3318.  With  regard  to  the  complaints  that  were  made  by  the  "half-breeds  of 
the  restrictions  on  spirits,  do  you  know  their  object  in  wanting  to  distil  spirits 
and  possess  spirits  ? — I  think  they  had  two  objects ;  one  was  for  their  own 
consumption,  and  another  was,  probably,  to  surreptitiously  trade  with  them. 

0.24— Sess.  a.  Z  3319-  That 
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Colonel  3319-  That  is  to  say,  to  trade  in  furs  with  them  ? — To  trade  in  furs  with  the 

J.  F.  Crofton.      Indians. 

3320.  From  the  experience  which  you  have  had,  is  it  your  opinion  that  the 
19  May  1857.      trade  in  spirits  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  Indians  ? — I  am  sure  of  it. 

332 1 .  You  think  that  it  would  be  a  very  unwise  thing  to  remove  the  restriction 
upon  the  sale  of  spirits  ? — I  do. 

3322.  What  are  your  reasons  for  thinking  so  ? — Because  since  the  junction  of 
the  two  companies,  the  North-West  Company  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
the  issue  of  spirits  in  barter  for  furs  gradually  ceased,  and  I  think,  about  ten 
years  before  I  arrived  inthe  colony,  it  had  altogether  peased,  and  from  that  time 
the  Indian  race  were  increasing,  as  shown  by  the  census  ;  before  that  they  had 
been  decreasing. 

3323.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Of  what  census  do  you  speak  ?  —A  census  that  the 
Company  make,  I  think,  every  five  or  six  years,  collected  from  the  heads  and 
chiefs  of  the  Indians,  who  make  a  return  of  their  numbers  to  them. 

3324.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Over  what  extent  of  country  does  that  census 
range  ? — I  believe  from  49°,  as  far  as  they  have  trading  posts  to  the  north. 

332.'',.  And  for  the  whole  country,  east  and  west? — 1  think  so. 

3326.  Mr  Edward  Ellice.]  While  you  were  there  did  you  hear  any  complaints 
against  the  Company  for  bartering  spirits,  or  giving  spirits  to  the  Indians  ? — 
I  never  heard  of  any  complaint  against  the  Company  for  that  till  I  came  to  this 
country. 

3327.  As  far  as  your  observation  went,  the  rule  of  the  Company  with  regard 
to  the  restriction  of  spirits  was  adhered  to  ? — Quite  so,  as  far  as  I  know. 

3328.  With  regard  to  the  administration  of  justice,  while  you  were  there  did 
you  hear  any  complaints  as  regarded  the  administration  of  justice  under  the 
Company  ?-^No,  I  never  heard  a  word. 

33J9.  Do  you  think,  from  your  own  personal  observation,  that,  practically, 
justice  was  administered  ? — I  am  sure  of  it,  as  far  as  I  know  ;  but  there  really 
was  no  justice  to  administer  ;  there  was  no  crime. 

3330.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  absence  of  crime,  because  in  these  places 
generally  there  is  crime  ? — I  think  to  the  absence  of  spirits. 

3331.  As  far  as  your  knowledge  extends  in  other  respects,  did  the  rule  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  the  population  there  appear  to  you  to  be  oppressive? 
— Quite  the  contrary. 

3332.  I  suppose  you  must  have  heard  the  matter  talked  over  ;  do  you  think 
there  is  any  other  better  way  of  keeping  that  country  or  governing  the  natives 
than  by  this  rule  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — By  the  "natives"  am  I  to 
understand  Indians  r 

3333.  The  Indians  and  the  haif-breeds  ? — I  think  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
have  an  experience  of  them  that  no  other  body  can  have,  and  I  think  they 
managed  them  exceedingly  well  while  I  was  there. 

3334.  What  do  you  suppose  would  be  the  result  of  having  any  loose  form  of 
government  among  the  Indians  ;  if  they  were  allowed  to  do  as  they  liked  ? — I 
think  they  would  kill  one  another ;  the  Americans  would  soon  use  them  up  if 
they  were  there. 

3335.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  ask  you ;  but  is  there  any  other  better  mode  of 
governing  the  country  which  you  can  suggest,  with  your  personal  experience  ? — 
I  do  not  know  that  under  the  circumstances,  the  isolated  position  of  that  colony, 
you  could  have  a  much  better  government  than  its  municipal  government. 

3336.  Did  you  reside  in  Canada  at  all  ? — I  did  not  reside  there. 

3337.  Did  you  stay  in  Canada  at  all? — A  short  time  :  I  had  a  good  deal  of 
communication  when  I  was  there  relative  to  those  very  parts  which  we  are  now 
speaking  of :  chiefly  with  Lord  Elgin. 

3338.  Do  you  know  whether  there  was  any  great  desire  expressed. in  Canada 
with  regard  to  that  territory  ? — Not  10  years  ago  when  I  was  there. 

3339.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  You  have  been  asked  whether  that  is  the  best  govern- 
ment for  that  country ;  did  you  ever  turn  your  mind  to  the  colonising  of  the 
country  ;  whether  the  existing  government  is  the  best  government  for  filUng  it 
with  white  people  ? — I  do  not  think  it  is. 

3340.  Is  it  not  a  government  which  prohibits  white  people  from  coming  there  r 
— 1  am  not  aware  of  any  prohibition. 

3341.  Does  not  every  government  which  maintains  fur  hunting  keep  the 
country  wild  ? — They  wish  to  keep  all  the  country  wild  1  believe  which  is  north 

of 
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of  52°,  but  I  believe  below  that,  between  that  and  49°,  they  would  be  very  glad'-'  Colonel 

if  it  was  as  well  cultivated  and  peopled  as  in  Canada ;  that  is  to  say,  the  J'  F-  Crofton. 

Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  always  expressed  that  opinion  to  me.  ■ 

3342.  So  that  if  we  take  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  by  their  expressions,  ^9  ^'^^  ^^^^^ 
they  would  be  glad  to  see  that -part  of  the  country  peopled  with  a  white  popula- 
tion ?—  I  am  quite  sure  of  it,  and  even  the  Gqvernor,  Sir  George  Simpson,  upon 

one  occasion,  I  may  fairly  say,  said  to  me  that  he  personally  would  be  glad  to 
see  the  Red  River  in  the  possession  of  the  Crown. 

3343.  If  that  government  be  not  a  good  government  for  the  creation  of 
a  colony  in  that  part  of  the  world,  it  is  not  the  government  desired  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  themselves  ? — 1  do  not  understand  the  question. 

3344.  They  desire  to  colonise  the  country,  do  not  they  ? — They  expressed 
that  wish. 

3345.  Then  if  their  government  be  not  the  best  government  for  colonising 
the  country,  it  is  not  the  government  which  they  really  desire  ? — I  really  do  not 
know.     I  am  very  stupid,  for  I  do  not  comprehend  the  gist  of  the  question. 

3346.  Will  you  again  turn  your  attention  to  the  tract  between  Red  River 
and  the  western  portion  of  Lake  Superior;  have  you  ever  travelled  from 
Montreal  to  Kingston  by  river  ? — I  have  gone  from  Kingston  to  Montreal. 

3347.  By  river  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

3348.  Were  there  any  canals  at  the  time  when  you  went  up  there  ?— I  did 
not  go  through  any  canal. 

3349.  Did  you  go  in  a  bateau? — I  did  not. 

3350.  How  did  you  go? — I  embarked  at  Kingston. 

33.51.  I  am  talking  of  going  from  Montreal  to  Kingston  ? — I  did  not  proceed 
that  way. 

3352.  It  is  exactly  the  opposite  way? — Yes. 

3353.  Did  you  ever  go  from  Montreal  to  Kingston  ? — I  never  went  from 
Montreal  to  Kingston,  but  I  went  from  Kingston  to  Montreal. 

3354.  Then  you -descended  the  river? — 1  did. 

3355.  In  what? — I  think  it  was  in  a  steamer,  or  occasionally  steaming. 

3356.  You  did  not  know  that  river  before  steamers  were  upon  it  ? — No. 

3357.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  seeing  the  difficulties  of  the  rapids  of  the 
St.  Lawrence? — I  saw  no  difficulty  ;  I  went  down  with  great  faciUty. 

3358.  Therefore  you  cannot  give  me  an  answer  to  this  question,  whether  there 
be  not  as  many  obstacles  between  Kingston  and  Montreal,  by  way  of  the  river, 
as  between  the  western  point  of  Lake  Superior  and  Red  River  ? — The  waters 
are  quite  of  a  different  character :  the  one  is  exceedingly  deep  water,  though 
very  rapid ;  the  Quebec  River,  in  fact,  is  the  great  river  that  flows  down  ;  but 
the  other  is  comparatively  shallow,  excepting  in  the  lakes,  and  broken  up 
between  rocks  where  you  have  to  haul  or  pole  the  boats  and  canoes,  and  these 
obstacles  are  almost  innumerable. 

33.59.  Did  you  ever  see  a  bateau  taken  up  the  St.  Lawrence  ?— No. 

3360.  You  have  seen  a  French  bateau,  I  suppose? — Many. 

3361.  You  know  that  they  do  not  draw  above  two  inches  of  water  when  they 
are  not  laden  ? — Very  few. 

3362.  Those  bateaux  went  up  the  River  St.  Lawrence  r — They  did, 

3363.  They  were  pushed  up  close  by  the  shore  over  the  rapids,  where  the 
water  was  very  shallow  ? — Yes,  but  they  were  not  interrupted  by  rocks  ;  there 
was  a  free  naviga.tion  though  it  was  a  flow  down  of  water. 

3364.  Is  that  your  statement  to  me  that  they  were  not  interrupted  by  rocks  ; 
because  1  have  been  up  that  river  very  often,  and  I  know  that  there  are  rocks  ? 
— ^^I  speak  of  what  I  encountered. 

3365.  You  did  not  encounter  any  rocks,  because  you  went  down  the  river  ? 
— I  went  down  the  river  by  steam,  and  therefore  I  cannot  speak  of  the  diffi- 
culties up  that  river ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  difficulties  of  the  rivers  between 
Fort  William  and  Lake  Winnipeg. 

3366.  Would  there  be  any  difficulty  in  making  roads  over  that  portage? — 
Not  the  sHghtest. 

3367.  If  there  were  good  roads  and  waggons  over  the  portage  there  would 
be  no  great  difficulty? — It  would  be  hardly  worth  while  hauUng  in  wheel 
carriages  for  20,  25,  or  30  yards.  The  water  is  kept  up  till  it  comes  to  a 
narrow  place,  perhaps  between  two  rocks,  and  there  it  pours  down  with  a  vast 

,0.24— Sess.  2.  z  2  force, 
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Colonel  force,  and  you  must  pole  and  haul,  if  you  can,  or  carry ;  that  is  the  nature  of 

J.  /•'.  Crqfton.     the  navigation. 

33^!^.   Do  not  some  of  the  portages  extend  some  miles  ? — I  think  the  longest 

]9  May  1857.      is  three  miles. 

3369.  Would  it  not  be  an  advantage  to  have  a  road  there  ? — They  have  an  old 
road  upon  that,  made  of  vFood ;  it  vias,  made  by  the  old  North-West  Company, 
and  it  is  there  still. 

3370.  Have  they  any  waggons  there  ? — No,  they  carry  all  on  the  back. 

337 1 .  But  if  they  had  waggons,  I  suppose  they  could  carry  goods  very  easily  ? 
—They  might  make  a  tram;  there  is  no  difficulty  in  making  it;  there  is  plenty 
of  wood  ;  but  where  would  you  get  the  horses,  and  how  keep  them. 

3372.  There  is  no  difficulty  in  making  a  communication  between  Red  River 
and  Lake  Superior  ? — There  is  no  difficulty ;  I  admit  it  at  once. 

3373.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  What  sort  of  communication  do  you  mean  ;  land 
or  water  ? — Only  by  water ;  you  cannot  go  over  the  swamps. 

3374.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  You  cannot  do  it  by  land  ?— No,  it  is  impossible  ; 
you  cannot  even  send  across  a  post,  excepting  in  winter,  when  the  country  is 
frozen. 

3375.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  When  you  said,  in  answer  to  the  Honourable 
Member's  question,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  making  a  road  between 
Red  River  and  Lake  Superior,  did  you  refer  to  a  means  of  communication  by 
water .-'—  I  meant  by  a  road  there,  a  route ;  I  should  have  used  the  word  route. 

3376.  Of  what  sort  ? — By  water,  carrying  over  the  portages. 

3377.  You  have  been  questioned  about  the  use  of  waggons;  would  there  be 
any  difficulty,  in  your  opinion,  in  making  such  a  road  from  Red  River  to  Lake 
Superior  as  would  make  it  possible  to  convey  goods  by  waggons? — I  think  it 
utterly  impossible. 

3378.  Why  ? — On  account  of  the  swamps,  and  there  being  so  many  lakes  and 
rivers  to  cross. 

3379.  Are  those  swamps  of  great  extent  ? — I  believe  the  great  face  of  the 
country  to  the  southward  of  the  rivers  is  swamp. 

3380.  Do  you  mean  that  the  natural  impediments  are  so  great  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  that  you  think  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  a  continuous  regular 
road  ? — A  continuous  regular  road  would  be  impossible ;  many  parts  would 
admit  of  it,  but  the  major  part  is  swamp. 

3381.  The  major  part  of  the  whole  distance? — Yes,  certainly. 

3382.  Mr.  Roebuck. ~\  But  where  you  could  not  make  a  road,  could  not  you 
go  by  water  ? — Certainly. 

3383.  So  that  between  water  and  road  you  could  make  a  good  route  ? — A  very 
good  one ;  I  would  undertake  to  take  troops  along  it. 

3384.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Where  would  the  animals  come  from  to  draw  the 
carriages  ? — I  started  that  difficulty. 

3385.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  I  suppose  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  convey- 
ing animals  there  r— None. 

3386.  Or  keeping  them  when  they  were  there? — You  might  do  it  by  estab- 
lishing posts,  of  course,  along  the  rivers,  and  the  Company  have  establishments  ; 
for  instance,  at  Fort  Frances,  and  at  Rat  Portage,  and  several  other  places, 
the  Company  have  stations,  and  there  they  have  a  few  sheep  and  some  cattle 
because  I  have  had  fresh  meat  there  from  them. 

3387.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  This  route  would  be  about  772  miles  ? — About 
that. 

3388.  And  I  suppose  that,  although  it  could  be  made  good,  there  would  be 
considerable  trouble  in  making  it  ? — You  cannot  make  a  continuous  road  ;  you 
can  make  a  route ;  I  would  undertake  to  take  my  regiment  by  it. 

3389.  Not  under  present  circumstances  ? — Yes ;  I  did  worse  than  that,  for 
I  took  artillery  from  Fort  York,  in  Hudson's  Bay,  to  Red  River,  700  miles  by 
the  compass,  over  lakes  and  rivers  ;  and  that  is  a  much  worse  route  than  the 
other. 

3390.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  under  present  circumstances  the  route  from 
Fort  WilUam  to  Fort  Garry  is  a  better  route  for  military  to  go  than  from  Fort 
York  ? — I  am  quite  sure  of  it,  for  I  have  gone  both. 

3391.  ^ix  John  Pakington.]  Did  you  say  that  you  took  artillery  from  Fort 
York  to  Red  River  ? — I  did. 

3392.  What 
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3392.  What  distance  is  that  ?— It  is  about  736  miles.  Colonel 

3393-  How  did  you  convey  it  ?— We  carried  the  guns  in  canvas  ;  we  took  the      J-  -f-  Crnfton. 

guns  off  their  carriages,  we  had  rope  handles  and  carrying  straps,  and  between       

them  so  carried  the  guns,  19  May  18,57. 

3394.  Mr.  Roehuck.']  \  wish  you  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  distance 
between  Fort  William  and  Red  River  Settlement ;  you  say  it  is  700  miles?— 
Seven  hundred  and  seventy-two,  I  think.  I  find  a  remark  on  this  very  paper 
which  was  made  at  the  time,  and  which  is  as  follows  :  "  If  steamers  shall  be  esta- 
blished on  Ijake  Superior,  the  journey  from  Red  River  by  canoe  or  barge  will 
end  at  Fort  William,  and  save  354  miles  of  dangerous  navigation  for  small 
boats."  The  whole  distance  between  Red  River  and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  is  1,126 
miles.     Sault  Ste.  Marie  is  at  the  efflux  of  Lake  Superior. 

3395.  Do  you  say  that  the  Red  River  Settlement  is  700  miles  from  Fort 
William  ?— It  is. 

3396.  Sir  John  Pakinqton.]  By  the  map,  it  appears  to  be  twice  as  far  from 
Fort  York  down  to  Red  River  ? — I  can  only  say  that  I  paced  the  greater  part  of 
the  portages. 

[They  are  enumerated  on  this  Paper :] 

LIST  of  Portages  occurring  between  Fort  York,  Hudson's  Bay,  and  Sea  River,  from  which  the  Navigation  is  free 

from  Rapids  to  Lower  Fort  Garry  on  Red  River. 


Length 

Length 

Name  of  Portage. 

Nature  of  Ground. 

in 
Paces. 

Name  of  Portage. 

Nature  of  Ground, 

in 
Paces. 

Rock  Portage 

Hard,  dry,  even    - 

48 

Long-water  Creek 

Swampy 

521 

Borrowicks  -        -        • 

Rocky  and  swampy 

39 

Second  „        „ 

Swampy 

68 

White  Mud  - 

Swampy 

43 

'  Upper  '  ,j        ,, 

Swampy 

53 

Point  of  Rocks 

Hard,  but  rugged 

61 

Front  Fall  - 

Rocky,  even 

49 

Brassa  .         -        -        - 

Hard  and  uneven 

482 

Creek  Fall  -         - 

Rocky  and  swampy 

31 

lower  Burntwood 

Dry  and  even 

476 

Knife  Portage     - 

Swampy        -        * 

o9 

Morgans        ... 

Rocky,  broken 

206 

Upper       „ 

Swampy 

40 

Upper  Burntwood 

Dry,  rather  uneven 

59 

Lower       „ 

Swampy 

38 

Rocky  Ledge 

Hard  and  rugged 

63 

Moore's 

Swampy 

56 

Mossy  -        -        -        - 

Swampy  and -slip- 

503 

Crooked  Spout    - 

Rocky  and  swampy 

36 

pery. 

Upper 

Swampy 

42 

Sraoothrock 

Hard,  even  - 

347 

Hi  1  Portage 

Rocky  and  rugged 

243 

First  Portage 

Swampy 

42 

Upper    „    - 

Rocky  and  rugged 

57 

Second  Portage     - 

Swampy 

58 

Whitefall,  Robinson's  - 

Level,  but  slippery 

1,760 

Devil's 

Hard,  difficult  land- 

173 

Painted  Stone 

Rocky,  even 

16 

ing. 

First  Dam 

Hard,  stony 

28 

Ground-water  Creek 

Swampy 

61 

Second  Dam 

Hard,  stony 

25 

Lower      „        „   - 

Swampy 

62 

Sea  River    -         -         - 

Rocky,  even 

63 

These  34  Portages  are  the  only  impediments  on  the  water  route,  over  which  lading,  and  generally  the  boats  also,  have 
to  be  carried. 

J.  Crofton,  Lieutenant-Colonel, 


Upper  Fort  Garry,  7  November  1846. 


Commanding  Troops,  H.  B.  Territory. 


3397.  Mr.  Matheson.]  You  are  not  speaking  of  a  straight  line  ? — No  ;  here 
are  the  two  routes  which  I  have :  I  must  adhere  to  their  evidence. 

3398.  Chairman.]  Had  you  any  difficulty  in  supporting  your  men  at  thcf  Red 
River  ;  did  they  get  plenty  of  provisions  ? — Plenty. 

3399-  Were  they  very  expensive  ? — No  ;  meat  was  2d.  a  pound. 

3400.  And  was  your  flour  abundant  ? — Yes.  I  have  a  list  of  the  prices  of 
almost  every  article  sold  in  the  Red  River. 

3401.  There  was  no  difficulty  in  supporting  the  men  ? — None  whatever. 

3402.  Were  your  men  healthy? — I  had  not  even  one  casualty  excepting  a 
man  drowned  in  one  of  the  rivers. 

3403.  Mr.  Kinnaird-I  How  many  men  had  your — 383  persons,  I  think,  made 
the  total  number,  as  well  as  my  memory  carries  me. 

3404.  And  there  was  no  casualty? — No. 

3405.  Mr.  Grsgson.l  During  what  length  of  time  was  that  ?— A  year  and  two 
months. 

3406.  Sir  John  Pakington.']  Are  you  aware  that  Sir  George  Simpson,  in  his 
©vidence,  stated  that  from  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Lake  Superior  was  500  miles  ? — 
No,  he  was  talking,  of  course,  as  the  crow  flies. 


0.24 — Sess.  2. 


3407.  Mr. 
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Colonel  34^' 7.    Mr.   Edward  Ellice.']  What  means  did  you  take  to  arrive  at  those 

/.  F.  Crqfton.     distances  ? — I  merely  estimated  them  at  the  rate  at  which  we  went ;  I  also  was 

pleased  when  I  arrived  in  Canada  to  find  at  the  Company's  Factory  at  La  Chine 

19  May  1857.  that  njy  distances  were  only  different  from  theirs  1 1  miles  ;  I  paced  the  portages 
as  a  soldier  would,  and  all  those  distances  which  I  give  you  are  the  correct 
distances. 

3408.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  I  find  that  Sir  George  Simpson,  at  No.  793,  gave 
the  following  answer  to  a  question  in  this  Committee  Room ;  he  was  asked 
"What  is  the  distance  from  the  southern  part  of  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Fort 
Wilham  on  Lake  Superior  ?— About  500  miles,  I  think;  from  Lake  Superior  to 
Lake  Winnipeg  is  about  500  miles  of  bad  canoe  navigation,  with  66  portages, 
varying  in  length  from  100  yards  to  three  and  a  half  miles."  It  is  quite  clear 
from  that  answer  that  Sir  George  Simpson  was  not  calculating  the  distance  as 
the  crow  flies,  but  that  he  took  the  windings  of  the  rivers;  how  do  you  recon 
cile  tliat  answer  of  Sir  George  Simpson's  with  the  opinion  which  you  have  ex- 
pressed ? — I  reconcile  it  in  this  way,  that  Sir  George  started  from  a  different 
point  to  me,  at  least  as  far  as  those  distances  go  ;  I  count  from  Fort  Garry  and 
Sir  George  probably  counts  from  Fort  Alexander. 

3409  The  distance  from  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Fort  William  I  apprehend  is 
greater  than  the  distance  from  Fort  Garry  to  Fort  William,  is  it  not  r — No,  the 
distance  from  Fort  Garry  to  Fort  William  is  upwards  of  86  miles  more  ;  from 
Lake  Winnipeg'  to  Fort  William  is  86  to  90  miles  less  than  from  Red  River. 

3410.  Mr.  Christy. 1  I  think  you  were  Governor  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? 
-■ — No ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Government. 

3411.  During  the  year  that  you  were  there? — No,  I  had  nothing  to  say  to 
it  while  I  commanded  the  troops ;  I  was  merely  a  soldier  ;  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  civil  government. 

3412.  On  your  return  to  England,  you  were  called  upon  by  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies  to  report  upon  certain  complaints  made  by  settlers  in  Hudson's 
Bay  ? — Yes  ;  I  remember  that  perfectly  well ;  I  was  quartered  at  Fermoy,  and 
that  question  was  afterwards  disciissed  in  Parliament.  As  well  as  I  remember, 
it  was  Mr.  Isbister's  memorial. 

3413.  You  made  nine  or  ten  answers,  I  think,  to  certain  questions?  — 
Yes ;  I  remember  perfectly  making  replies  to  Sir  Benjamin  Hawes,  then 
Mr.  Hawes. 

3414.  Do  you  adhere  to  the  opinions  which  you  then  gaye? — I  am  sure  I 
must,  for  I  took  great  pains  to  be  accurate  then. 

3^.15.  Were  you  resident  in  any  other  part  of  the  country  except  in  the  Red 
River  ? — 'No,  not  resident. 

3416.  Do  you  consider  that  the  period  for  which  you  were  in  the  Red  River 
was  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  country,  in 
reference  to  the  points  which  you  stated  in  your  report  to  the  Secretary  of 
State? — It  was  limited  to  Red  River,  and  to  form  it  I  think  I  was  long  enough 
there ;  of  course  I  cannot  say  what  took  place  in  distant  places. 

3417.  You  could  not  say  what  took  place  in  other  remote  parts  of  the 
country? — Not  except  from  hearsay. 

3418.  With  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  your  observation, 
I  suppose,  was  directed  to  their  condition  in  the  Red  River  settlement? — And 
on  the  route  ;  I  had  occasionally  communications  with  them  through  an 
interpreter,  and  they  never  made  any  complaints  to  me,  or  anything  of  that 
nature ;   they  chiefly  begged  tobacco  from  me. 

3419.  Did  you  take  any  means  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  Indians, 
except  in  the  settlement  of  the  Red  River  ?— At  Fort  York  I  did  ;  the  Indians 
in  and  about  Fort  York  I  was  interested  in,  and  during  the  short  time  that 
I  was  there  I  inquired  a  great  deal  about  them. 

3420.  Did  the  condition  of  the  Indians  in  the  Red  River,  and  that  of  the 
Indians  in  the  remote  districts  through  which  you  travelled,  strike  you  as  being 
very ,  different  ?  —There  was  no  difference  ;  they  are  all  much  alike,  excepting 
that  they  differ  as  to  tribes  and  language. 

3421.  You  speak  of  the  influence  of  the  missionaries  in  reference  to  their 
condition  in  the  answers  which  you  made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? — I  do. 
1  knew  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smithers  very  well,  who  served  an  Indian  settlement  about 
nine  miles  Jaelow  the  lower  fort  of  Red  River,  and  I  used  to  hear  a  great  deal 
from  him,  and  with  great  interest,  and  he  always  spoke  in  the  highest  terms 
of  the  arrangements  made  for  their  benefit. 

3422.  Can 
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3422.  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  it  is  your  opinion  that  tiie  Colonel 
condition  of  the  natives  in  the  Red  River  settlement  is  much  superior,  where  J.  F-  Crofton. 

they  are  under  the  influence  of  the  missionaries,  to  their  condition  in  remote  r 

and  distant  parts  of  the  country  through  which  you  have  travelled  ?— Measuring  »9  ^'^«!f  '857. 
their  condition  by  my  own  ideas  of  comfort  and  happiness,  I  should  say  it  was 

much  better  in  the  Red  Ri\er  settlement. 

3423.  I  think  there  were  nine  questions  put  to  you,  and  you  gave  answers  to 
all  those  in  your  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  ? — I  have  no  copy  of  them. 
I  lost  or  was  robbed  of  most  of  my  papers  when  I  was  in  Ireland,  and  among  the 
rest  a  copy  of  those  answers  relating  to  Mr.  Isbister's  memorial,  and  therefore 
I  am  depending  upon  my  memory  entirely  for  it. 

3424.  You  know  that  they  were  furnished  to  the  House  of  Commons  ? — I 
heard  so,  but  never  saw  them. 

3425.  And  that  they  have  been  printed  ? — 1  never  heard  that.  I  never  saw 
them. 

3426.  Does  your  memory  serve  you  with  reference  to  the  queries  which  were 
put  to  you  r — I  find  that  to  nine  questions  only  one  answer  r  elated  to  the  Red 
River  colony  particularly  ;  there  were  nine  complaints  ?  — It  is  now  nine  or  ten 
years  ago.  If  you  ask  me  the  questions  which  were  then  put  to  me,  I  will 
answer  them  now  as  I  did  then,  I  hope. 

3427.  Then  you  cannot  tell  me  upon  what  information  the  answers  to*  the 
other  questions  were  based  ? — I  really  do  not  now  know  the  questions  that  were 
put  to  me.  I  cannot  remember  what  they  were  ;  if  you  ask  them  over  again 
of  me  I  wiU  try  and  answer  them,  but  I  am  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
mittee upon  that  point,  for  I  have  no  papers. 

3428.  I  suppose  the  information  which  you  derived,  and  from  which  you 
gave  the  answers  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  was  principally  from  servants  of 
the  Company,  and  persons  connected  with  the  Company? — It  was  from  my 
journal ;  it  was  from  materials  collected  without  any  object  except  private 
satisfaction,  and  which  were  in  the  form  of  a  journal,  which  I  unfortunately  lost 
among  my  other  papers. 

3429.  You  cannot  furnish  the  Committee  with  any  proof  of  the  evidence 
which  was  given  by  the  Bishop  of  Montreal,  whom  you  quoted  r — I  do  remember 
quoting  his  little  book. 

3430.  And  various  other  quotations  which  you  gave  ? — I  do  not  recollect 
what  quotations  they  were  ;  probably  it  was  about  the  religious  position  of  the 
colonists.     I  have  entered  into  that  very  fully  in  my  report  on  the  colony. 

3431.  You  have  mentioned  that  a  census  was  taken  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  of  the  native  population  periodically  ? — Yes. 

3432.  Does  the  report  which  you  have  referred  to  contain  a  copy  of  that 
census  ? — It  does  not  of  that,  but  it  contains  the  census  of  Red  River  at  three 
or  four  different  periods. 

3433.  You  have  given  information  to  the  Committee  with  reference  to  a 
census  of  the  native  population  ;  the  increase  or  decrease  of  the  Indians  ? — 
Just  so  :  that  is  done  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  no  doubt  a  commu- 
nication to  them  would  obtain  it. 

3434.,  It  is  not  contained  in  your  report  ? — No ;  I  had  not  access  to  the 
figures  excepting  to  look  at  them. 

3435.  Did  you  ever  visit  any  of  the  missionary  stations  which  were  not  in 
the  Red  River  ?— One  at  Norway  House. 

3436.  In  what  state  was  that  ? — ^When  I  saw  it  there  were  but  few  people 
there,  for  they  were  out  fishing  and  hunting  at  the  open  season,  but  I  under-^ 
stand  that  in  the  winter  season  they  are  numerous. 

3437.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  But  from  your  experience  your  impression  was  that 
the  missionaries  were  very  useful  to  the  Indians  ? — I  believe  exceedingly  so. 

3438.  You  visited  Mr.  Smethers's  missionary  station  several  times  ? — Twice  ; 
I  went  on  Sundays  there. 

3439.  Mr.  Christy.]  Do  you  know  who  pays  the  missionaries  ;  to  whom  they 
are  responsible?— I  think  to  the  Missionary  Society,  but  the  Company  give 
them  an  allowance  of  some  kind  also  ;  I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  what 
the  Company  do  give  them,  but  probably  you  will  get  evidence  upon  that  point 
from  some  of  the  clergyman,  if  they  are  in  London. 

0.2^— Sess.  2.  z  4  Rear-Admiral 
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Rear- Admiral  Sir  George  Back,  f.  r.  s.,  i>.  c.  l.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Rear-Admiral  3440.  Chairman.']  ARE  you  acquainted  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  ? — 

SiiG.^acA,  f.H.s.,  fQ  a  certain  extent  I  am  ;  but  I  perhaps  may  be  allowed  to  mention  that  I  have 
"'  ^'  ^'  not  been  there  for  22  years. 

3441.  Will  you  state  how  you  came  to  visit  it,  and  to  what  part  of  it  you 
19     ay  1  57.      ^^^^  ^ — J  g^^^  ^fieat  with  my  friend  Sir  John  Frankhn,   on  an  expedition  of 

discovery,  in  1819  to  1822.  I  went  secondly  on  another  expedition  with  Sir 
John  Franklin,  from  1825  to  the  autumn  of  1827  ;  and,  thirdly,  on  an  expedi- 
tion which  I  commanded  myself,  in  search  of  Sir  John  Ross  and  his  com- 
panions, who  were  then  supposed  to  have  been  lost,  making  altogether,  I 
believe,  about  nine  years  that.  I  was  engaged  in  those  expeditions. 

3442.  Mr.  Kirmaird.]  What  was  the  period  of  the  last  expedition  ? — From 
1833  to  the  end  of  1835. 

344,'^  ^vc  John  Pakingion.]  1835  was  the  last  year  that  you  were  in  that 
part  of  the  world  ? — Yes. 

3444.  Chairman.]  Will  you  tell  us  generally  the  routes  of  those  three  expe- 
ditions?— The  first  route  was  from  York  Factory  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  Cumber- 
land House,  Fort  Chipewyan,  Great  Slave  Lake,  Fort  Enterprise,  Coppermine 
River,  along  the  coast  to  Point  Turnagain,  thence  to  river  Hood,  across  the 
barren  lands  to  Fort  Enterprise  and  Great  Slave  Lake. 

3445.  What  is  the  most  northerly  point  of  that  route  ?— The  most  northerly 
point  is  on  the  coast  near  Point  Turnagain,  I  think,  in  latitude  68",  between 
Coppermine  River  and  Point  Turnagain.  Then  we  returned  across  the  country, 
having  no  provision ;  and  it  may  be  in  the  mind  of  the  Committee  that  more 
than  one-half  of  the  unfortunate  people  perished  from  want  of  food. 

3446.  Where  did  you  return  to  ? — To  England,  by  York  Factory. 

3447.  From  Great  Slave  Lake  ? — By  the  usual  route ;  exactly  the  same  route. 

3448.  That  was  the  first  expedition  ? — Yes. 

3449.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  That  was  entirely  a  land  expedition?— Yes  ;  so 
were  all  these  three  expeditions ;  I  have  been  on  two  others,  but  they  were  by 
sea. 

34.50.  Chairman.]  Will  you  describe  the  route  of  the  second  expedition  ? — 
The  second  expedition  was  to  Toronto,  then  called  York,  to  Penetangushine, 
Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Fort  William  (Lake  Superior),  the  Rainy  Lake,  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  Fort  Alexander  (Lake  Winnipeg),  to  the  Grand  Rapid.  Up  again 
from  the  Grand  Rapid  to  Great  Slave  Lake  by  the  same  route  as  before.  From 
Great  Slave  Lake  down  the  Mackenzie  River  past  Fort  Simpson  to  Great  Bear 
River ;  to  Great  Bear  Lake,  to  Fort  Franklin  :  thence  to  the  western  mouth  of 
the  Mackenzie  River  along  the  coast  to  Ueturn  Reef,  being  at  that  time  but  140 
miles  from  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Blossom,"  then  commanded  by  the  late  Admiral 
Beechy,  the  late  President  of  the  Geographical  Society.  I  returned  again  to 
Norway  House  by  the  same  route,  and  from  Norway  House  to  York  Factory. 

34.5 1 .  And  fi-om  thence  to  England  ?  —And  from  thence  to  England. 

3452.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  The  "  Blossom"  had  entered  by  Behring's  Straits? 
—Yes. 

3453-  What  time  did  that  trip  occupy  ? — From  1825  to  the  end  of  1827. 

34.54.  How  many  months  ? — Two  years  and  three  quarters  altogether.  Then 
the  third  expedition  was  from  England  to  New  York  ;  to  Montreal ;  La  Chine ; 
Lake  Nipissing  ;  Lake  Huron,  along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior,  and  by 
exactly  the  same  route  as  before  to  the  Grand  Rapid,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  Sas- 
katchawan  River ;  thence  to  Great  Slave  Lake  as  before.  Then  along  the 
eastern  part  of  Great  Slave  Lake,  which  is  new,  to  its  extremity,  where  I  built 
a  fort,  called  Fort  Reliance.  Thence  across  a  new  country.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  one  or  two  points  crossed  by  Hearne,  I  discovered  the  upper  part  of  the 
Great  Fish  River ;  the  sources,  in  fact,  of  the  Great  Fish  River,  or  the  one 
named  after  myself,  and  I  descended  it  to  the  sea.  Unable  to  get  further,  I 
retun)ed  by  the  same  route  precisely  to  Canada. 

34.55.  You  followed  the  Fish  River  to  the  sea? — Yes,  I  discovered  it ;  that 
expedition  occupied  about  two  years  and  seven  months. 

34.56.  Chairman.]  Then  you  have  been  pretty  well  all  over  the  northern 
parts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  ? — By  just  simply  the  routes  which  I  have 
mentioned  to  you. 

3457.  How 
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34.'57-  How  did  you  subsist  during  these  journies  ?- On  each  occasion  the       Rcai-Admiril 
expedition  was  aided  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  supplied  by  that   SirG.JSac/f.i-.ii.s, 
Company  with  pemican,  and  other  articles  for  traffic  with  the  Indians;  simply        ^^■<^-^- 
for  food,  to  the  extent  that  was  required.  jj^    jg. 

3458.  How  did  you  travel  ? — In  canoes  and  boats,  but  chiefly  in  canoes,  except  '      '' 
along  the  coast. 

3459.  And  there  you  walked,  I  suppose  ? — No,  we  had  built  boats. 

3460.  Sir  Jo/in  Palcington.]  In  fact  you  travelled  everywhere  by  water  ? — 
All  by  water ;  except  in  crossing  the  barren  lands  and  on  detached  services. 

3461.  That  applies  to  all  three  of  those  journies  r — Yes. 

3462.  Chairman.l  What  did  you  do  during  the  winter  months  ? — In  the 
winter  we  were  plentifully  occupied  in  making  observations,  and  working  up 
surveys. 

3463.  Did  you  spend  your  time  in  the  Factories  of  the  Company  ? — No,  not 
at  all ;  we  built  our  own  establishments,  log-houses  with  stores  and  places  for 
our  men. 

3464.  What  number  of  men  did  you  take  with  you  generally  ?-^From  20  to 
22  on  the  former  expeditions,  on  the  latter  not  so  many. 

3465.  Sir  John  Pakingtvn.~\  Do  you  mean  that  that  was  the  whole  strength 
of  your  party  ? — Twenty-two  altogether. 

3466.  Chairman.']  Were  they  Europeans  or  Indians  t — Chiefly  Canadian 
vo3ageurs  ;  we  had  some  three  or  four  Europeans  with  us  ;  on  the  last  occasion 
I  had  four  artillerymen,  and  very  excellent  men  they  were,  who  volunteered  from 
Montreal. 

3467.  Were  you  much  troubled  by  the  Indians  in  these  expeditions  ? — Not  in 
the  least. 

3468.  During  the  whole  time  ? — During  the  whole  time. 

3469.  Sir  John  Pakiiigton.]  Did  you  see  many  ? — I  saw  the  Indians  who 
frequented  our  establishments  for  the  purpose  of  barter,  chiefly  for  providing  us 
with  provisions  ;  but  they  came  in  great  numbers,  that  is  to  say,  300  or  400  at 
the  utmost,  and  from  that  down  to  half-a-dozen. 

3470.  Did  you  always  remain  stationary  during  the  winter  months  at  those 
log-houses  which  you  erected  ? — Yes,  for  the  purpose  of  making  magnetical 
and  other  observations,  which  at  that  time  were  of  great  importance  to 
science. 

3471 .  Chairman.]  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  account  of  the  climate  of 
these  regions  ? — There  is  a  great  resemblance  in  the  climate  of  those  places, 
Great  Bear  Lake,  Fort  Franklin,  Fort  Enterprise,  and  Fort  ReUance.  The 
extreme  temperatures  at  the  two  former  places,  as  far  as  I  remember  (for  really 
I  have  not  referred  to  it),  were  52  minus  zero,  and  57  minus  zero ;  but  at  Fort 
Reliance,  a  place  which  I  built  myself,  the  minimum  of  five  thermometers  was 
70°  below  zero,  or  102°  below  the  freezing  point  of  Fahrenheit. 

3472.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  That  was  the  maximum  r — Yes. 

3473.  How  long  did  that  last .' — Not  quite  a  day. 

3474.  Chairman^   What  degree  of  latitude  was  that  in  ? — 62^  46'. 

3475.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  At  what  season  of  the  year  was  it  that  your  ther- 
mometer reached  that  very  low  temperature  ? — In  January  ;  I  do  not  exactly 
recollect  the  date  ;  but  I  believe  it  was  the  17th. 

3476.  Mr.  Christy.]  Was  that  the  year  when  you  wintered  on  the  Fish  River '? 
— We  did  not  winter  on  the  Great  Fish  River  ;  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  do  so. 
There  is  no  wood  on  that  river ;  therefore  you  cannot  winter  there. 

3477.  Chairman.]  What  opinion  did  you  form  of  the  soil  of  this  country;  its 
power  of  producing  ? — At  the  extreme  north  you  get  beyond  the  latitude  of  the 
woods  ;  but  at  Fort  Reliance  there  was  wood,  more  or  less  stunted,  pine,  and 
some  others  of  considerable  growth.  The  soil  itself  was  gravelly,  with  a  mossy 
surface,  but  sterile,  certainly. 

3478.  Were  you  at  the  Red  River  Settlement? — I  was  never  at  Red  River. 

3479.  Were  you  on  the  Saskatchawan?— On  the  Saskatchawan  I  passed  a 
short  time  at  Cumberland  House  and  Pine  Island  Lake  in  the  autumn  of  1819 
with  my  friend  Franklin ;  at  that  time  there  was  merely  a  garden  for  herbs,  and 
a  little  barley  was  grown,  but  nothing  beyond  ;  that  was  in  1819  and  1820. 
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KcarAdmiia!  34^"-  With  respect  to  communication  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory 

Sir  G. Back,  F.R.S.,  and  Europe,  you  have  been  all  the  different  ways,  have  you  not  ? — I  have  been 
D.C.I,.  merely  the  routes  which  I  have  mentioned. 

34.8 ! .  You  have  been  from  York  Factory  ? — Yes. 
19  May  1857.  348^,    Pj.^^  Poj.^  William  ?— Yes. 

3483.  And  from  Canada  by  Lake  Nipissing  r — Yes. 

3484.  What  do  you  say  of  those  three  routes  ;  which  is  the  best  in  order  to 
get  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Winnipeg  and  the  Hed  River? — Both  routes 
are  bad,  but  if  I  were  to  prefer  the  one  rouie  to  the  other,  that  is  to  say,  if  I 
had  anything  to  convey  to  Red  River,  I  should  unquestionably  prefer  the  route 
from  York  Factory. 

348.5.  Ralher  than  from  Fort  William  ?— Rather  than  from  Fort  William  by 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods. 

3486.  Sir  John  Pakington.'\  Why? — There  is  an  easier  access;  there  is  less 
difficulty  in  portages,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  falls ;  but  I  should  say 
there  is  less  difficulty,  and  there  are  fewer  impediments. 

3487.  Cluiirman.]  What  opinion  did  you  form  of  the  government  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  what  you  saw  of  its  effects?  — In  the  first  place, 
when  we  went  there,  there  were  two  companies ;  they  were  then  in  a  very 
disturbed  state,  and  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  form  any  opinion ;  we  ourselves 
were  not  acquainted  with  the  government  of  the  (  ompany  ;  afterwards,  as  far 
as  I  saw  of  the  conduct  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  throughout  the  line  of 
route  which  I  travelled,  and  I  frequently  resided  at  the  different  estabhshments 
with  the  chief  factors  and  other  influential  servants  of  that  Company,  I  saw 
nothine;  but  the  utmost  kindness  to  the  Indians  and  lairness  in  dealing ;  I  never 
knew  an  Indian  in  want  turned  away  without  his  wants  being  supplied,  whether 
he  had  furs  to  give  in  return  or  not;  indeed,  I  have  seen  strong  instances  of  great 
benevolence  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  officers. 

3488.  Can  you  form  any  opinion  of  the  fitness  of  that  country  for  colonisa- 
tion ? — None  whatever  ;  it  never  entered  into  one's  imagination  22  years  ago. 

3489.  Sir  John  Pakingtori.]  I  presume  that  during  the  greater  portion  of  these 
periods  of  between  two  and  three  )  ears  which  each  of  these  excursions  occupied 
you  were  stationary  on  account  of  weather,  were  you  not  ?  -  -Yes. 

3490.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  approximation  to  the  proportion  of 
time  in  each  of  those  trips  that  you  were  actually  travelling  r — Yes  ;  about  from 
the  middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  October. 

34L)i.  Each  year? — Each  year. 

3492.  The  rest  of  the  year  you  were  stationary  ? — Yes  ;  we  were  sufficiently 
occupied  in  making  observations  and  procuring  food,  and  that  with  difficulty. 

3493.  How  did  you  procure  food  through  those  long  winters?— It  was  pre- 
cisely there  where  the  aid  of  the  iJudson's  Bay  Company  came  in  to  us  so 
opportunely.  The  Indians  known  to  them  came  to  our  establishments,  where,  I 
ought  to  mention,  that  we  had  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
attached  to  the  expedition. 

3494.  Always? — Always;  and  this  officer  conducted  the  trade  entirely,  we 
ourselves  not  at  all  interferhig  in  it. 

3491.  Did  you  see  much  of  the  Indians  during  these  various  excursions  ? — 
From  time  to  time. 

3496.  Should  you  say,  considering  the  nature  of  your  object,  and  the  portion^ 
of  country  which  you  explored,  that  you  bad  any  good  means  of  judging  whether 
or  not  the  government  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  beneficial  to  those 
districts  ? — Decidedly  so,  inasmuch  as  the  Indians  must  have  starved  without  the 
aid  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

3497.  Did  any  instances  come  under  your  observation  of  great  suffering  or 
privation  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  during  the  winter  months  ? — I  heard  of 
their  suffering. 

3498.  Did  you  see  anything  of  the  sort  ? — I  saw  none  myself,  save  and 
except  the  few  Indians  who  resorted  to  Fort  Reliance  and  to  Fort  Franklin,  and 
indeed  to  Fort  Enterprise,  seeking  relief  from  our  stores. 

3409.  Were  you  at  all  at  Fort  Reliance  during  the  summer  months? — Only 
in  the  spring  and  autumn  ;  the  intervening  part  was  necessarily  occupied  in 
exploring  the  country  to  and  from  the  coast. 

3500.  Did 
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3')00.  Did  you  see  enough  of  Fort  Reliance  to  enable  you  to  judge  whether      Rear-Admiml 
or  not  that  is  a  neighbourhood  which  would  bear  cultivation  during  the  summer  Bir  G.Back, b.r.s., 
months  ?  — I  should  say  decidedly  not.  '^^  ''■  '" 

350 '•  On  account  of  climate  ?  — Chiefly  on  account  of  climate,  but  also  on  ~      7~ 

account  of  the  conformation  of  the  land,  which  is  80  interspersed  with  rocks  ;  it      '^     *^ 
is  granitic. 

35" 2.  What  did  you  find  as  to  the  climate  around  Fort  York  ;  would  it  do 
for  cultivation  ? — That  is  altogether  different ;  there  is  an  alluvial  soil  around 
Fort  York  ;  it  is  a  low  swampy  country.  I  speak  witli  diffidence  upon  this  point, 
but  I  doubt  whether  it  would  do  for  cultivation,  because  the  soil  is  generally 
frozen  to  some  two  or  three  feet  below  the  surface. 

35«3"  Even  during  summer  ? — In  summer.  I  remember  perfectly  well  seeing 
a  trench  dug  and  the  soil  was  frozen,  to  the  best  of  my  memory,  a  considerable 
depth,  two  or  three  feet ;  immediately  at  the  surface  it  was  not,  but  below  that, 
it  was. 

3,704.  And  probably  never  was  otherwise  than  frozen  ? — I  should  say  not. 

3505.  On  the  whole,  I  apprehend  from  your  answers  that  you  do  not  think 
that  even  Fort  York  would  be  a  favourable  position  for  colonisation  ? — Unques- 
tionably not. 

35oh.  Mr.  Kmnaird.]  You  mentioned  that  you  had  22  companions  with 
you ;  did  you  bring  them  all  back  living  ? — In  the  last  expedition,  with  the 
exception  of  one  of  the  artillerymen,  all  returned.  On  the  second  expedition 
we  also  lost  one  man  ;  that  was  from  sickness ;  but  on  the  first  expedition, 
which  I  dare  say  you  may  remember,  in  1819  and  1822,  the  greater  part  died 
from  starvation  ;  they  fell  down  in  convulsions  and  actually  died  from  want  of 
food. 

3507.  More  from  want  of  food  than  from  the  climate  ? — Entirely  from  want 
of  food  and  clothing. 

3508.  You  got  beyond  the  supplies  of  the  Company?— It  was  a  tissue  of 
misfortunes  altogether ;  the  !  ndians  had  not  been  successful  in  fulfiUing  our 
measures  ;  they  had  not  provided  the  meat,  the  reindeer,  which  we  had  every 
reason  to  hope  and  to  expect  they  would  have  provided,  and  our  house,  Fort 
Enterprise,  was  left  entirely  desolate. 

3509.  Have  you  reason  to  think  that  many  Indians  in  that  same  neighbourhood 
also  died  in  that  year  ? — They  did,  but  they  were  somewhat  superstitious,  and 
they  heard  strange  tales  ;  sickness  got  amongst  them,  and  they  went  from  one 
place  to  another  in  search  of  food  themselves. 

3510.  Did  you  find  a  great  difiPerence  between  the  Indians  that  you  met  far 
north  away  from  the  station,  and  those  who  were  in  the  habit  of  coming  imme- 
diately near  the  station?— Not  so  great  one  as  one  would  imagine  ;  very  httle 
indeed  ;  it  was  so  shadowy  as  scarcely  to  be  perceptible. 

3,5 1 1.  Then  you  did  not  see  any  effects  of  civiUsation  upon  them  ? — Not  upon 
the  Indians. 

3512.  You  said  that  they  came  in  for  aid? — Yes. 

3,5  13.  Did  the  Indians  seem  to  know  and  feel  that  they  had  a  right  to  come 
to  tile  Company  for  aid  in  point  of  distress  when  they  were  starving  ?— They 
seemed  always  to  feel  that  they  could  fall  back  upon  the  clemency  and  the 
benevolence  of  the  white  man  at  any  extremity  ;  that  as  long  as  he  had  anything 
to  spare  in  his  store  the  Indian  was  certain  to  be  relieved. 

35 1 4.  From  your  experience,  was  the  feeling  of  the  Indian  towards  the  officers 
of  the  Company,  the  white  men,  very  good?— Very  good.  I  never  knew  an 
instance  to  the  contrary. 

3.515.  When  you  first  made  the  expedition  you  said  that  there  were  some 
differences  with  the  North- West  Company;  did  you  ever  suffer  from  that 
cause  ?— Never  in  the  slightest  degree,  although  I  had  to  go  and  take  a  very 
active  part  in  it,  being  my  friend  Franklin's  first  lieutenant  at  that  time  ;  but 
going  from  fort  to  fort  we  received  equal  aid  from  the  one  as  from  the  other ; 
indeed  I  remember  with  great  gratitude  many  acts  of  kindness  and  of  informa- 
tion conveyed  to  my  friend  Franklin  and  myself  by  officers  of  the  North-West 
Company. 

3516.  Mr.  Roebuck.}  You  say  that  the  Indians  derived  great  benefit  from  the 
Company.  How  was  that  ?— I  mean  as  far  as  regards  the  supphes  which  were 
brought  to  them  from  England ;  blankets,  ammunition,  clothing,  &c.,  and  the 
luxury  of  tobacco, 
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Uoai-Adrahal  5.51 7-  Supposing  there  were  no  Company  there,  and  the  Indians  were  allowed 

Sir  G.  Back,  F.R.S.,  to  do  as  thej'  liked,  would  they  be  worse  off  ?— Unquestionably,     I  think  if  that 
°'^'^'  ever  happened  they  would  be  almost  decimated. 

May  1857.  35'  8.  How  then  did  they  get  on  when  there  was  no  Company? — Then  they 

were  accustomed  to  rely  upon  their  own  exertions ;  they  used  the  bow  and 
arrow  ;  they  knew  nothing  of  fire-arms,  and  consequently  were  self-dependent; 
'         and  being  self-dependent,  they  maintained  themselves  at  that  time. 

35  I  g.  Before  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  that  territory  I  suppose  the 
country  was  peopled  ?  —  Certainly. 

3520.   And  they  were  as  happy  then  as  they  are  now  ? — In  all  probability. 

3.52 1.  So  that  the  incoming  of  the  Company  was  reall)^  no  benefit  to  the 
country  r — ^That  I  will  not  pretend  to  answer ;  but  as  regards  the  moral  con- 
dition of  the  untutored  Indian,  in  all  probability  he  was  as  happy  then  as  he 
is  now. 

3522.  Sir  Jo/i?i  PakingtonP[  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  suiferings  of  the 
Indians,  of  which  vve  have  heard,  are  really  in  fact  caused  by  their  having 
become  dependent  on  the  white  man  for  ammunition,  and  for  those  new 
weapons  w  hich  the  white  man  has  taught  them  to  use  ? — In  a  great  measure. 

3.523.  Before  the  white  man  was  there  they  had  the  never  failing  bow  and 
arrow,  and  plenty  of  food  ? — Certainly. 

3524.  Mr.  Christy.']  I  think  you  have  said  sufficient  to  show  that  you  believe 
in  the  famines  which  are  stated  to  have  taken  place  amongst  the  Indians  ? — 
Yes  ;  from  time  to  time. 

3,525.  Do  you  think  that  they  have  been  very  numerous?— I  can  scarcely 
answer  that  question,  having  been  so  long  away  from  the  country,  but  during 
the  time  that  I  was  there  they  were  not  frequent ;  in  little  districts  occasionally 
there  was  a  want  of  animals,  and  privation  followed. 

3526.  You  sustained  privation  yourself? — Very  great. 

3.527.  Did  you  hold  any  office  in  the  Company  at  the  time  when  you  made 
these  expeditions  ?  -On  my  last  expedition  the  Company  were  kind  enough  to 
give  me  a  commission  in  their  service  as  a  chief  trader,  for  the  obvious  purpose 
of  placing  in  my  hands  sufficient  authority  to  make  demands  upon  their  posts 
whenever  I  might  go  to  them. 
.  3528.  For  supphes? — For  anything  that  1  wanted  ;  I  have  that  commission 
now. 

3529.  Mr.  Edward Eltke.]  There  is  no  emolument  attached  to  it,  I  suppose? 
— I  am  afraid  not. 

3530.  Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney^  Did  you,  in  the  course  of  your  travels,  meet 
vvith  anything  that  threw  any  light  on  the  question  as  to  whether  the  whale 
fishery  could  be  carried  on  with  any  advantage  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  ? — No, 
I  did  not. 

3,531.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  How  was  the  health  of  yourself  and  your  party 
affected  by  that  intense  cold  which  you  have  described  when  the  thermometer 
was  70°  below  zero  ? — 1  cannot  say  that  our  health  was  affected  differently  to 
what  it  would  be  in  any  other  extreme  cold  ;  perhaps  the  appetite  was  con- 
siderably increased. 

3532.  But  tlie  health  was  not  injuriously  affected  by  the  mere  degree  of 
cold?— Not  at  the  time;  but  probably  that,  with  the  other  sufferings,  con- 
tributed to  produce  sickness  afterwards  for  a  considerable  period. 

3.533-  I  presume  that  although  the  time  for  which  the  thermometer  stood  at 
70°  below  zero  was  short,  yet  throughout  all  the  winter  you  suffered  constant 
and  intense  cold  ? — Yes. 

35.34-  What  was  the  mean  range  of  the  thermometer  during  the  three  or  four 
winter  months  ? — I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  that  question  without  reference, 
but  I  think  it  was  18°  below. 

3,53,5.  It  was  always  below,  zero  ?— Yes  ;  I  beheve  the  lowest  mean  tempe- 
rature was  28°  below  zero. 

3536.  Mr.  Christy.']  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the  Indian 
tribes  are  decreasing  in  consequence  of  these  famines  ?— No,  I  have  no  means 
of  ascertaininji-  that. 

3537-  ^^ot  from  your  own  knowledge  ?  — From  my  own  knowledge,  here  and 
there,  and  amongst  small  tribes  and  detachments  of  tribes,  I  heard  of  a  dimi- 
nution having  taken  place  from  want  of  food ;  but  they  were  only  detached 
parties,  therefore  I  cannot  form  an  estimate  of  the  whole. 

3.'i38.  Did 
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3538.   Did  you  take  any  pains  to  ascertain  whether  that  was  the  fact?— Yes  ;      Rear-Admiral 
amongst  those  detached  parties  to  which  I  refer.  SkG.Back,  f.r.s., 

3539-  And  those,  you  say,  were  from  six  to  300  or  400?— Yes,  those  who  ^^^■^■ 

Irequented  our  fort;  hut  they  generally  came  in  smaller  parties  from  15  to       — " 

three  or  four.  '9  May  1857. 

3540.  Sir  John  Pakington.']  What  was  the  temperature  in  summer  in  those 
northern  regions  ? — The  temperature  in  summer  varies  very  much.  I  have 
known  it  go  up  with  a  Fahrenheit  thermometer  as  far  as  102°  plus. 

3541-  In  the  sun?— Of  course;  but  from  48"  to  60°,  I  should  sav,  in  the 
extreme  of  summer. 

354'2-  In  the  sun?— In  the  shade;  and  in  very  oppressive  weather;  during 
thunder  storms,  perhaps  to  QJ. 

3543-  In  the  course  of  your  journey  from  Fort  Reliance  down  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Back  River,  what  should  you  say  would  be  the  mean  summer  tem- 
perature there  in  the  shade  ;  50"  ? — I  should  say  it  would  not  exceed  50°,  if  so 
much. 

3.544-  And  occasionally  the  sun  was  very  powerful  ?— Very  powerful ;  buin- 
ingly  so. 

354,5.  Did  the  snow  disappear  from  those  regions  ?— The  snow  disappears 
entirely  from  the  land  between  Fort  Reliance  and  the  sea. 

3546.  All  the  way  to  the  North  Sea7— All  the  way  to  the  Polar  Sea. 

3.547.  What  was  the  depth  of  snow  in  the  winter  at  Fort  Reliance? — From 
1 1  foot  to  3  i  feet  in  some  places  ;  but  in  sheltered  places  much  more. 

3548.  With  a  hard  surface  ?— With  a  hard  surface  in  spring. 

3549.  Mr.  Christy. '\  With  regard  to  blankets  and  various  other  articles  of 
clothing,  which  you  say  were  distributed,  and  some  articles  of  luxury,  such  as 
tobacco,  are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  they  were  given  by  the  Com- 
pany except  in  barter  ?■ — Speaking  of  the  Company,  they  were  only  on  special 
occasions  given  as  presents  to  the  head  men  or  chiefs,  and  others  ;  certain 
presents  were  liberally  made  after  their  having  brought  in  good  supplies  of 
furs,  beavers,  &c. ;  then  certain  presents  were  invariably  made,  and  the  rest  was 
disposed  of  in  barter. 

3550.  Not  in  respect  of  the  necessities  of  these  persons  who  were  in  a  des- 
titute condition  from  the  state  of  the  weather? — No,  not  from  their  being 
destitute,  because  they  frequently  came  to  the  fort ;  indeed,  generally  in  the 
summer,  in  very  good  condition  ;  not  badly  off  in  clothing  even,  but  still  the 
presents  were  given. 

3551.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  in  cases  where  there  was  great  destitution 
the  native  population  were  in  the  habit  of  falling  back  on  the  clemency  of  the 
white  man? — Yes, 

3552.  And  they  received  from  the  Company  articles,  such  as  blankets,  and 
even  the  luxury  of  tobacco? — Yes. 

3553.  But  that  is  not  the  case  except  as  barter  ? — With  certain  exceptions. 

3554.  What  are  the  exceptions  r— If,  for  instance,  an  Indian  with  his  family 
had  been  suffering  considerably  for  some  time,  and  had  got,  perhaps,  behind 
with  his  furs,  they  frequently  received  gratuities,  I  believe,  from  every  post  in 
the  country,  and  these  were  often  given  as  presents. 

3555.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  case  where  a  starving 
Indian  was  refused  food  r — Never  in  my  life  ;  on  the  contrary,  a  starving  Indian 
is  invariably  relieved,  and  sometimes  to  the  detriment  of  those  at  the  Fort ; 
indeed,  in  my  own  case  it  was  so. 

3.556.  Sir  John  Pakington.']  Did  you  yourself  see  much  of  the  dealing  between 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  officials  and  the  Indians  for  furs  ? — No,  I  did  not ; 
I  was  present  on  various  occasions,  but  1  merely  saw  what  passed. 

3557.  You  are  not  able  to  give  us  any  information  as  to  the  rate  of  prices  ? 
— No,  I  did  not  conceive  that  was  a  matter  in  which  I  was  concerned  ;  being 
there  under  Government,  and  on  a  scientific  expedition,  1  lelt  that  it  did  not 
become  me  to  pry  into  the  mode  of  conducting  the  trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  it  was  sufficient  for  me  that  I  leceived  every  aid  and  kindness  from 
them. 
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s  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE  in  the  Ch 

Mr.  James  Cooper,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  J.  Cooper.  355^-  Chairman.]  YOU  are  acquainted  with  Vancouver's  Island,  I  believe  r — 
Yes. 

21  May  1857.  3559.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  opportuni- 

ties you  have  had  of  becoming  so  acquainted  with  it  ? — I  have  been  a  resident 
there  for  six  years  as  a  resident  and  colonist. 

3560.  What  six  years  were  those? — From  the  spring  of  1851  until  the  spring 
of  1857. 

3561.  Have  you  still  property  there? — Yes. 

3562.  Do  you  intend  to  return  to  the  island  ? — Not  at  present,  at  all  events. 

3563.  Were  you  in  connexion  with  the  government  of  the  colony  ?—  I  was  a 
Member  of  Council  there  for  five  years. 

3564.  Are  you  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  any  manner  ? 
—  Not  at  all ;  1  was  formerly  in  their  service  in  command  of  their  vessels  ;  but 
I  went  out  there  decidedly  independent,  on  my  own  account. 

3.'-,65.  Are  there  any  statements  with  regard  to  Vancouver's  Island  which 
you  are  desirous  of  making  to  this  Committee? — I  have  some;  but  1  am 
not  prepared  to  give  them  to-day ;  !  arrived  in  town  only  a  few  hours  ago. 
On  what  particular  questions  are  the  Committee  desirous  of  having  informa- 
tion ? 

35(^6.  That  is  for  \nu;  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  any  information  upon  the 
state  of  Vancouver's  Island?— I  am  prepared  to  answer  any  questions,  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  which  are  put  in  form. 

31367.  Did  you  pursue  the  business  of  an  agriculturist  in  Vancouver's  Island? 
—Yes,  I  did. 

3568.  What  extent  of  land  did  you  occupy? — I  had  a  farm  of  about  300 
acres. 

3569.  Was  it  your  own  property  ? — It  was  decidedly  my  own  property,  but 
there  are  embargoes  upon  it  at  present,  as  the  land  is  not  paid  for. 

3,',70.   ^"ou  bought  it  of  the  Company,  I  presume  ?^Yes. 

3571.  Where  is  it  situated? — In  the  district  called  Metchosen,  about  seven 
miles  from  the  settlement. 

3572.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  Vancouver's  Island,  and 
of  its  capabilities  for  a  settlement  on  a  large  scale? — Its  climate,  in  every 
sense  of  the  word,  is.  superior  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  its  capabilities  of 
agriculture  are  of  a  considerable  extent.  The  land  is  partially  wooded  and 
partially  open  with  prairie.  There  is  plenty  of  room  there  for  a  large  popu- 
lation. 

3573.  In  point  of  fact,  the  population  has  increased  very  slowly,  I  believe  ? — 
It  has  decreased  since  I  have  been  there. 

3.574.  To  what  causes  do  you  attribute  that  ? — The  mal-administration  of  the 
government  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

3575.  To  what  particulars  do  you  especially  refer?— There  is  no  encourage- 
ment for  immigration  into  the  country.  Many  people  have  come  to  Van- 
couver's 
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couver's  Island,  and  have  left  it ;  they  have  approved  of  the  soil,  of  the  climate,     Mr.  J.  Cocper. 

and  of  the  capabilities  of  the  country,  but  they  have  objected  to  being  subject        — 

to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.     If  the  British   Government  were  estabUshed      21  May  1857. 
there,  that  would  be  the  only  necessary  step  for  the  British  Government  to  take. 
There   are  thousands  of  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  San  Francisco  and 
California  who  would'  gladly  go  to  a  I^ritish  colony,  provided  it  was  under  a  new 
administration. 

3576.  You  mean  if  Vancouver's  Island  was  administered  directly  as  a  British 
colony,  and  not  indirectly  under  the  control  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — 
Directly. 

3.t77.  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  the  general  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  ? — I  am 
sure  of  it. 

3578.  Will  you  point  out  to  the  Committee  in  what  manner  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  operates  to  check  colonisation  ? — In  the 
first  place,  with  respect  to  their  courts  of  justice,  tlie  people  have  not  confidence 
in  them  ;  there  are  only  a  small  number,  but  nevertheless  they  are  unanimous 
in  their  opinion,  they  have  no  confidence  in  the  courts  of  justice ;  our  supreme 
judge  has  not  been  educated  to  the  bar  ;  I  believe  all  the  knowledge  that  he 
gains  is  from  books  ;  for  instance,  before  he  can  decide  upon  a  case,  he  has  to 
refer  to  his  books  even  in  the  most  common  case. 

3579.  I  believe  most  judges  are  in  the  habit  of  referring  to  books  before 
they  decide  cases,  are  they  not?— I  dare  say  they  are;  he  has  never  been 
educated  as  a  lawyer  ;  that  is  the  grand  thing. 

3580.  1)0  you  not  think  that  under  any  circumstances  the  population  of 
Vancouver's  Island  would  have  slowly  increased,  from  California  holding  out 
great  attractions  to  settlers  just  now  ? — That  no  doubt  has  been  a  great  drawback 
to  Vancouver's  Island,  but  what  we  have  felt  as  the  greatest  drawback  is  being 
omitted  in  the  Canadian  Reciprocity  Treaty ;  therefore  we  are  cut  out,  we  have 
no  market  for  our  exports  ;  it  would  have  been  a  great  boon  to  the  colony  had 
we  been  admitted  at  the  same  time  as  Canada  was  admitted. 

3581.  What  American  market?  would  you  have  suppUed ;  do  you  mean 
California  principally  ?  — We  should  then  be  on  the  same  terms  as  a  State  of 
the  United  States. 

358  J.  To  what  American  markets  do  you  anticipate  that  you  would  be  able 
especially  to  export  your  produce  ? — San  Francisco,  in  particular. 

3583.  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  mineral 
resources  of  Vancouver's  Island  ? — To  some  extent  I  have.  It  abounds  in  coal, 
and  there  is  a  very  large  colliery  belonging  to  the  Company  now  at  a  place 
about  70  miles  to  the  north,  called  Nanaimo,  or  (.'olville  Town. 

3584.  That  is  coal,  I  believe,  of  very  fine  quality  ?— Yes  ;  it  is  good  for  aU 
.purposes  of  generating  steam,  I  believe. 

3585.  Is  there  any  export  at  all  of  produce  to  the  Californian  market  now 
from  Vancouver's  Island  ?— None  whatever.  The  competition  is  so  great  from 
the  Puget  Sound,  that  it  would  be  impossible,  in  fact,  for  us  to  compete  with 
them,  as  on  nearly  all  the  commodities  which  we  could  export  there  is  a  duty  of 
25  or  30  per  cent. 

3586.  A  differential  duty? — Yes. 

3587.  You  would  chiefly  send  bread-stuffs  and  timber  ?— And  coal  and  salt 

fish. 

3588.  Is  there  a  differential  duty  to  that  extent  uptm  your  coal  ?— Twenty 
per  cent.  ;  but  it  is  merely  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  present  who  have 
a  coal  mine  there.  Nevertheless,  if  it  were  admitted  free  into  San  Francisco,  it 
would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  country  ;  it'would  create  a  trade. 

3589.  The  rivers  and  waters  of  Vancouver's  Island  abound  in  fish,  I  believe  ? 
—  Ihey  do  ;  there  are  no  rivers  in  Vancouver's  Island  of  any  extent;  but  the 
Straits  of  Juan  de  Fuca  and  all  the  salt  water  inlets  around  Vancouver's  Island 

abound  in  fish.  • 

3590.  Are  there  not  salmon  in  the  rivers  ?— Salmon  are  caught  in  salt  water, 
and  also  in  Eraser's  River  on  the  mainland,  in  respect  of  which  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  have  the  exclusive  right  of  trade,  very  much  to  the  drawback  of 
the  settlers  and  colonists  there. 

3591.  Are  there  many  Indians  on  the  island? — I  should  presume  there  are 
something  like  18,000  or  20,000  on  the  island. 

3592.  Do  they  give  you  any  trouble,  or  is  order  preserved  between  them  and 
0.24 — Sess.  2.  A  A  4  the 


iy2  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  TBE 

Ml.  J.  Cooper,     the  white  men  generally  ? — We  have  never  had  much  trouble  from  them  ;  but 

a  serious  trouble  is  anticipated,  unless  there  is  a  force  there  to  keep  them  in 

21  May  1857.      check. 

3593.  Why  so? — Because  they  are  excited  by  the  w^ars  now  prevailing  on 
the  continent  close  to  their  borders  ;  so  much  so,  that  the  Indians  are  quite 
cognisant  of  the  facts  which  are  taking  place  on  the  opposite  side  within  a  few 
miles  of  them. 

3594.  I  believe  there  has  been  a  very  serious  and  destructive  war  carried  on 
on  tlie  American  side  of  the  frontier  between  the  Indians  and  the  white  men  1 
— Yes,  a  very  barbarous  war. 

359.5.  But  hitherto  there  has  been  absolute  peace  on  the  British  side  of  the 
frontier  ? — We  have  only  had  one  or  two  httle  difficulties,  yet  they  have  always 
ended  comparatively  quietly,  and  we  have  had  very  lirtle  trouble  with  them ; 
we  have  occasionally  had  the  assistance  of  a  man-of-war  up  there,  and  we  have 
checked  it  in  its  bud. 

3596.  Are  you  aware  of  any  instances  which  have  lately  occurred  in  which 
individual  outrages  have  been  perpetrated  by  red  men  in  Vancouver's  Island, 
and  where  they  have  been  brought  to  justice  with  the  assent  of  the  tribes,  and 
without  any  difficulty  ? — Yes,  in  two  instances. 

3597.  Do  you  think  it  very  important  to  be  able  to  maintain  that  influence 
over  these  tribes  ? — It  certainly  would  be  ;  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  last  much 
longer  unless  we  have  a  force  permanently  settled  on  the  island.  At  present 
we  have  only  one  constable  ;  we  have  no  military  force  there  at  all,  so  much  so 
that  the  settlers  are  squatted  about  the  country,  and  we  are  liable  to  get  our 
throats  cut  at  almost  any  moment's  notice. 

3598.  You  say  that  you  have  one  constable  only  ;  in  what  way  were  these 
Indians  apprehended  ? — By  the  assistance  of  the  men-of-war  ;  it  could  not  have 
been  done  without.  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Trincomalee  "  was  the  vessel  that 
went  up  last,  and  on  the  former  occasion  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Thetis." 

3599.  When  you  left  the  colony  had  the  constitution  been  fully  brought  into 
effect  in  the  way  it  now  is? — Nominally.  There  was  a  legislative  assembly 
constituted,  but  we  could  not  muster  a  sufficient  number  of  members  to  sit  at 
it ;  there  were  only  six  or  seven  members  that  were  eligible  for  the  position. 

3600.  What  was  the  number  of  voters  ? — 1  suppose  every  member  was 
returned  by  one  or  two  voters. 

3601.  What  was  the  number  of  white  men  altogether  in  the  island? — Not 
more  than  250  or  300. 

36o_'.  Do  you  know  what  the  qualification  for  being  an  elector  of  Vancou- 
ver's Island  is  1 — Yes  ;  that  he  should  hold  20  acres  of  land. 

3603.  What  did  the  constituency,  with  that  quahfication,  give  in  point  of 
numbers ;  do  you  remember  ? — There  were  not  a  great  many  holding  that 
quantity  of  land. 

3604.  And  of  those  the  greater  number,  I  believe,  are  servants  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ? — Yes,  most  of  them  ;  there  are  no  free  settlers  at  Vancouver's 
Island.  The  mechanics  and  tradespeople  that  have  gone  out  there,  under  the 
employ  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  instead  of  returning  to  Great  Britain 
have  bought  land  there,  and  remain.  I,  and  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Grant, 
Captain  Grant,  were  the  only  persons  who  compHed  with  the  prospectus  of  the 
Company.     I  took  out  men  from  England  with  me. 

3605.  In  short,  the  sum  of  your  opinion  is,  that  it  would  be  desirable  to  con- 
stitute Vancouver's  Island  a  British  colony,  in  the  ordinary  manner,  and  to 
govern  it  with  the  institutions  which  usually  belong  to  a  British  colony  under 
those  circumstances  ? — Most  assuredly. 

3606.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  comprehend  in  any  such  colony 
any  part  of  the  mainland  adjoining  Vancouver's  Island  ? — Yes ;  I  consider 
that  Eraser's  River  should  be  thrown  open  into  Thompson's  River  district. 
There  is  a  large  beautiful  district  called  Thompson's  River,  about  150  miles  or 
so  from  the  mainland ;  it  lies  in  about  the  same  latitude  as  Vancouver's 
Island. 

3607.  You  think  that  there  is  a  considerable  extent  of  country  upon  the 
mainland,  adjoining  Vancouver's  Island,  which  is  calculated  for  the  purposes 
of  settlement  r — Yes ;  one  of  the  most  beautiful  countries  in  the  world. 

3608.  Is  it  as  good  as  Vancouver's  Island  itself,  do  you  think?— I  think  it 
is  better;  it  is  more  open  land.    Vancouver's  Island  is  broken;  it  is  very 

heavily 
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heavily  timbered,  and  it  would  require  great  expense  in  clearing  some  portions      ^I*".  j.  Cooper. 
of  it  before  it  could  be  made  available  for  agricultural  purposes.  

3609.  Is  there  any  prairie  land  in  Vancouver's  Island? — Yes,  but  not  to  any  -    21  May  1857. 
great  extent. 

36 1 0.  You  stated  that  you  thought  that  the  administration  of  the  law  was 
not  satisfactory  to  the  colonists  at  the  present  moment? — l^ecidedly  not. 

3611.  Will  you  inform  us  what  alteration  in  the  system  you  think  would 
be  advantageous? — I  think  that  if  a  supreme  judge  were  appointed  from  this 
country,  a  man  in  whom  the  British  Government  had  confidence,  it  would  give 
confidence  to  the  people  there,  and  they  would  be  satisfied ;  at  present  it  so 
happens  that  the  gentleman  holding  that  appointment  is  the  brother-in-law  of 
the  Governor  (who  is  also  a  paid  servant),  and  paid  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  therefore  many  cases  that  come  under  his  notice  of  course  must 
clash  with  the  interests  of  individuals. 

3612.  Do  you  state  that  you  think  that  these  circumstances  which  you  have 
mentioned  cast  a  suspicion  over  the  decisions  of  the  judge,  which  you  think 
objectionable  ;  are  there  any  of  his  decisions  which  you  think  there  is  any  just 
reason  for  complaining  of? — Yes;  there  is  the  case  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Staines, 
who  was  colonial  chaplain ;  that  is  a  very  pointed  case  ;  lie  was  persecuted  most 
vilely,  I  believe  myself,  through  the  instrumentality  of  this  Mr.  Cameron,  for  lie 
was  a  prominent  party  there ;  he  (Rev.  Mr.  Staines)  was  no  doubt  obnoxious 
to  the  authorities,  and  he  was  persecuted  on  that  account ;  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  that  really  Avas  so,  but  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  people  ;  he  was 
prosecuted  for  stealing  some  pigs.  This  Mr.  Cameron,  the  judge  there  at 
present,  after  his  nomination,  was  going  to  bring  the  case  forward  w'ithout 
even  a  grand  jury  being  empannelled,  but  the  bill  was  ultimately  ignored. 

3613.  Viscount  Gode7-tch.'j  I  think  you  stated  that  there  were  certain  classes 
of  cases  w'hich  came  before  this  judge,  in  which  the  interests,  as  I  understood 
you,  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  were  contrary  to  the  interests  of  indi- 
viduals ;  can  you  explain  to  the  Committee  what  those  cases  were  ? — I  said  that 
they  would  clash  with  individuals. 

3614.  Will  you  explain  generally,  without  entering  into  detail,  what  those 
cases  are  ? — There  is  a  case  now  pending.  There  is  a  gentleman  out  there,  of 
the  name  of  Langford,  who  has  been  a  bailiflF  under  the  Puget  Sound  Company 
for  some  five  or  six  years,  and  they  wisli  very  much  to  get  rid  of  him.  The 
Governor,  the  jiidge,  and  the  bailiff  are  all  paid  servants  of  the  Company. 

3615.  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.~\  Who  is  the  judge  that  you  are  speaking  of  r— 
Mr.  Cameron. 

3616.  Do  you  know  by  whom  he  was  appointed? — He  was  nominated  by 
Mr.  Douglas  and  appointed  by  the  Queen,  I  believe,  confirmed  by  the  Queen. 

3617.  The  Colonial  Office?- The  Colonial  Office. 

361 8.  Mr.  GroganJ]  You  have  stated  that  you  do  not  consider  that  the  gentle- 
man now  holding  the  office  of  judge  there  is  acquainted  with  law.  On  what 
grounds  do  you  base  that  opinion  ? — Because  he  is  not  a  lawyer. 

3619.  Has  he  been  educated  as  a  lawyer? — Never;  he  was  educated  as  a 
draper,  I  believe. 

3620.  How  long  has  he  been  in  this  situation? — He  has  been  holding  that 
ofiice  now  for  about  four  years. 

362 1 .  Chairman.~\  Was  he  never  called  to  the  bar  ? — Never  in  any  part  of 
the  world.  He  was  formerly  a  superintendent  of  an  estate  in  the  West  Indies, 
in  Demerara.     I  am  prepared  to  take  my  oath  that  he  was  not  a  lawyer, 

3622.  What  is  his  salary? — He  receives  150/.  a  year  from  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  as  superintendent  of  their  coal  mines  ;  clerk  to  the  coal  mines. 
He  receives  also  another  100  /,  per  annum  from  what  is  called  the  Licence  Fund. 
There  are  heavy  licences  from  the  publicans;  they  pay  about  120  /.  per  annum. 
I  believe  that  gives  an  income  to  the  colony  of  about  400/.  or  500  /.  per  annum, 
and  he  receives  100/.  out  of  it. 

3623.  Does  he  receive  nothing  as  judge? — Nothing  except  that  salary. 

3624.  In  short,  he  is  a  magistrate  rather  than  a  judge  ? — No;  he  holds  his 
commission  as  chief  judge, 

3625.  Mr.  Grogan.~\  Does  he  adjudicate  on  all  classes  of  questions  that  may 
arise  in  the  island  ? — Yes,  he  is  the  supreme  authority. 

0.24 — Sess.  2,  B  B  .  3626,  Criminal 
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Mr.  J.  Cooper.  3626.  Criminal  and  civil? — Civil  only,  as  supreme  judge.] 

3627.   Has  he  ever  exercised  that  authority? — No,  not  in  a  criminal  case. 

21  May  1857.  3628.  To  what  extent  has  he  gone  in  civil  cases? — I  believe  that  the  reason 

he  has  never  acted  is  because  all  tiie  cases  now  pending  liave  been  put  back  as 
far  as  possible.  My  opinion  is,  that  they  are  afraid  that  he  should  act,  for  fear 
of  a  collision. 

3629.  Viscount  Goderich.']  Do  you  suppose  that  he  has  power  to  sentence 
a  man  to  death  ? — No,  I  do  not  think  that ;  I  believe  the  executive  authority 
upon  that  rests  with  the  Governor. 

3630.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Was  this  gentleman  judge  of  the  island  at  the  time  of 
some  disturbance  which  occurred  about  1853,  when  two  Indians  were  hanged 
for  murder  ? — No,  it  was  the  Governor  who  acted,  Mr.  Douglas. 

3631.  Was  he  at  that  time  judge  and  governor? — He  was  the  only  authority 
there.  Tliis  Mr.  Cameron  is  judge  in  civil  cases,  but  he  is  one  of  the  magis- 
trates for  all  criminal  cases. 

3632.  In  fact  no  criminal  case  has  been  adjudicated  upon  by  the  judge  since 
his  appointment  ? — No. 

3633.  Chairman^  Do  you  think,  upon  the  whole,  that  the  conduct  of  the 
government  of  Vancouver's  Island  towards  the  Indians  is  humane  and  judicious  ? 
—  Humane  probably,  but  not  judicious. 

3634.  In  what  respects  injudicious  ? — If  an  Indian  commits  any  depredation 
he  is  bribed ;  there  is  no  authority,  no  force,  to  punish  him ;  and  therefore 
rather  than  he  should  show  a  disposition  to  be  angry,  he  will  perhaps  get  two 
or  three  blankets  given  to  him  to  make  friends  with  them  again. 

3635.  You  think  that  the  policy  pursued  towards  the  Indians  is  of  too  gentle 
a  description  ;  that  there  is  not  sufficient  firmness  ? — It  may  be  of  a  description 
which  would  answer  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  purposes  sufficiently  well  in 
the  interior,  or  on  the  continent  of  America,  but  not  among  a  settlement  of 
British  subjects. 

3636.  But  is  not  this  fact  patent  and  notorious,  that  on  the  American  side  of 
the  frontier  there  have  been  wars  of  the  most  barbarous  and  cruel  kind  between 
the  white  and  the  red  man  ;  and  that  on  the  British  side  of  the  frontier,  upon 
the  whole,  order  has  been  preserved,  and  there  has  not  been,  I  believe,  a  drop 
of  blood  shed  in  conflict  between  the  white  and  the  red  man? — Yes;  but  will 
you  guarantee  that  that  is  going  to  remain  ? 

3637.  Mr.  Grogan.~\  Do  you  speak  of  your  own  knowledge,  when  you  say 
that  when  an  Indian  commits  an  offence  he  is  bribed  to  keep  him  in  good 
humour? — I  do. 

3638.  Can  you  give  an  instance  of  the  kind  ? — Many. 

3639.  Mention  one  within  your  ow^n  knowledge  ? — I  will  give  my  own  case. 
I  had  some  property  stolen  from  me,  and  the  man,  instead  of  being  punished 
after  an  investigation,  was  told  not  to  do  it  again,  and  therefore  he  was  let  off. 

3640.  Chairman.']  That  is  what  you  mean  by  being  bribed ;  not  sufficiently 
punished  ?—  But  in  many  cases  they  are  really  bribed  ;  they  have  property  given 
to  them  so  that  they  may  not  create  a  disturbance ;  there  is  no  force  or  autho- 
rity in  the  country  to  punish  or  check  them. 

3641.  You  do  not  mean  that  if  an  Indian  has  committed  an  ofl'ence,  he  has 
a  reward  given  him  for  having  committed  that  offence  ? — It  appears  so. 

3642.  Mr.  Grogan.']  In  the  instance  that  you  refer  to,  of  property  stolen  from 
yourself,  what  redress  did  you  get  ? — None  ;  I  lost  the  property. 

3643.  Chairman.]  Are  the  Indians  thievish  in  their  habits? — All  of  them. 

3644.  Viscount  Sandon.]  But  without  any  military  force,  and  with  only  one 
constable,  would  it  have  been  safe  for  the  Company  to  punish  the  Indian  ? — No, 
decidedly  not ;  that  is  the  reason  they  do  not  punish  ttie  Indians,  because  they 
are  afraid  of  the  Indians  retaliating.  The  Governor  (in  his  official  capacity) 
admitted,  that  his  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  colony  caused  him  many  sleep- 
less nights. 

3645.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  you  know  any  cases  of  Indians  having  been 
punished  by  the  Company  ? — Yes,  one  or  two. 

3646.  Chairman.]  I  think  you  stated  a  short  time  ago,  that  you  were  cogni- 
sant of  two  cases  where  serious  offences  had  been  committed  by  Indians,  where 
those  Indians  had  been  apprehended  and  brought  to  justice? — Yes;  but  that 
has  not  been  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  but  by  Her  Majesty's  ships. 

3647.  It 
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3647.  It  was  clone  doubtless  through  the  instrumentality  of  Her  Majesty's     Mr.  J.  Cooper. 
ship  which  happened  to  be  on  the  station,  but  it  was  done  by  the  authority  of         ' 

the  local  government,  was  it  not? — In  one  instance,  when  the  "Thetis"  was      21  May  1857. 
there,  Captain  Kuper,  who  was  in  command,  had  to  write  several  letters  before 
he  could  prevail  on  Mr.  Douglas  to  act. 

3648.  Mr.  G'ra^'-aw.]  What  was  the  instance  in  question;  speak  of  your 
own  knowledge  ? — One  man  had  been  killed  ;  he  had  been  shot ;  he  was  a 
shepherd. 

3649.  Was  that  in  1853  ?— It  might  have  been  1852 ;  the  fall  of  1852  or  the 
spring  of  1853. 

3650.  Chairman.'}  What  was  the  recent  instance  which  occurred  the  other 
day  ? — A  short  time  ago,  probably  a  twelvemonth  ago,  there  was  a  man  fired 
at;  he  was  wounded,  but  not  mortally;  the  man  recovered;  in  that  case  the 
man  who  had  fired  at  him  was  hung  by  the  assistance  of  the  force  there  of  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  ships,  the  "  Trincomalee." 

3651.  An  Indian  fired? — An  Indian  shot  at  a  •bite  man,  evidently  with  an 
intent  to  kill ;  but  it  was,  fortunately,  not  a  mortal  wound. 

3652.  What  occurred  ?-^  With  the  assistance  of  the  "Trincomalee"  there 
was  a  proper  force  sent  up,  and  that  man  was  apprehended. 

36,')3.  What  was  done  with  him? — The  Indian  was  hung. 

3654.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  How  was  he  tried:— By  a  jury,  and  the  Governor  acted 
as  judge  ;  the  Governor  was  the  executive  ;  he  holds  the  execative  autbority. 

3655.  That  is  a  judicial^  authority,  the  trying  of  him  r — Yes. 
365^.  The  hanging  of  him  is  executive? — Yes. 

3657.  Chairman.]  I  think  you  stated  that  tliis  punishment  of  the  Indian 
produced  no  bad  effect  upon  the  minds  of  the  tribe  generally: — No;  they 
probably  believed  that  it  was  all  right ;  they  believed  that  it  was  correct  that 
the  man  should  die. 

3658.  They  believed  that  justice  was  done? — They  believed  that  justice  was 
done ;  but  the  Indian  character  is  very  susceptible,  and  they  are  just  as  liable 
to  retaliate,  perhaps  at  a  day's  notice ;  a  very  little  thing  perhaps  will  rouse  the 
Indian  blood ;  and  unless  there  are  a  number  of  white  people  there,  there  is  no 
force  really  to  show  an  opposition  to  them.  If  400  or  500  Indians  come  down, 
what  force  have  we  ?  There  is  a  settlement  here,  and  another  there,  scattered 
all  over  the  country ;  the  only  legitimate  force  in  the  place  is  one  constable, 

3659.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  not  you  know  that  in  the  case  which  you 
have  mentioned,  the  man  was  hanged  with  the  consent  of  the  chief  of  his 
tribe  ? — Yes ;  but  I  believe  that  the  chief  himself  was  bribed ;  that  he  had  a 
number  of  blankets  given  to  him  after  the  man  was  hung,  or  before. 

3660.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  that? — I  could  not  swear  it,  but  that  is  the 
general  belief  by  the  people. 

3661.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Does  your  complaint  of  the  management  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  in  this  department  arise  from  there  being  an  insufficient  force  for 
the  protection  of  the  inhabitants  ? — Yes. 

3662.  Is  that  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  complaint  ?— No  ;  the  sum  and 
substance  of  our  complaint  is,  that  we  are  exposed  to  danger  from  the  treachery 
of  the  Indians  ;  that  we  have  no  proper  constituted  courts  ;  that  the  Government 
and  management  of  .the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  substantially  and  radically 
wrong,  deterring  (from  their  powerful  monopoly)  the  advancement  of  the  colony ; 
that  we  were  not  admitted  in  the  Canadian  reciprocity  treaty;  and  we  have 
found  by  practical  experience  the  incompatibility  of  a  powerful  Company 
attempting  to  colonise. 

3663.  Lord  Stanley.]  Your  evidence  comes  to  this,  that  the  colony  is  weak  ; 
that  the  Indians  are  numerous,  and  that  therefore  a  policy  of  conciliation  has 
been,  of  necessity,  adopted  towards  them  ? — It  has. 

3664.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  But  did  you  not  also  say  that  the  person  who  was 
appointed  judge  was  incompetent  ? — I  did. 

^Q6S-  That  is  an  addition  to  all  the  other  things  ?— Of  course. 

3666.  Mr.  Grogan.]  On  the  occasion  of  the  trial  and  execution  of  the  man 
whom  you  have  just  alluded  to,  did  the  chief  judge  of  the  country  take  any  part 
whatever  in  that  trial  ?— He  was  up  there  with  the  Governor. 

3667.  Did  he  preside?— No. 

3668.  Did  he  take  any  part  in  the  examination  ?— Not  that  I  know  of. 

0.24 -Sess.  2.  B  B  2  3669.  Mr. 
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Mr.  J.  Cooper.         3669.  Mr.  Edzoard  Ellice.]  Were  you  there  ? — No  ;  it  is  some  70  miles  from 

-. the  settlement. 

21  Way  1857.  3670.   How  then  do  you  know  that  he  did  not  take  part  ? — Because  there  were 

plenty  of  people  there  that  I  knew  who  told  me. 

3671.  Mr.  Grogan.]  What  may  be  the  salary  of  the  one  constable  who  is 
there  ? — Probably  some  35  l.  per  annum,  and  his  provisions  found  him. 

3672.  You  spoke  of  a  considerable  income  being  derived  from  licences  issued 
to  public-houses;  what  is  the  annual  licence  of  a  public-house  there? — £.120 
for  a  retail  dealer. 

3673.  Is  that  the  amount  of  the  licence  in  each  case  : — It  is  120/.  in  each  case 
for  every  house  licensed. 

3674.  ])o  you  mean  that  if  I  wanted  to  establish  a  public-house  there  I  should 
have  to  pay  a  licence  of  120  /.  ? — I  do. 

3675.  Is  there  any  land  given  with  it? — No. 

3676.  Is  there  a  house  ? — No- 

3677.  I  must  build  the  hc^se  ? — You  miisfc  build  the  house  and  then  pay  120/. 
for  the  privilege  of  selling  liquor. 

3678.  And  I  must  buy  the  land? — You  must  buy  the  land  in  addition. 

3679.  When  I  liave  bought  the  land  and  built  the  house  and  paid  the  licence, 
what  position  am  I  then  in  in  regard  to  the  exercise  of  my  trade  ? — It  is  all 
chance. 

3680.  Is  there  any  interference  with  me  whatever? — None  at  all. 

3G81.  Am  I  allowed  freely  to  import  the  spirits  or  groceries  or  whatever 
else  I  may  deal  in,  for  the  use  of  my  shop? — Yes  ;  there  is  no  duty  whatever  on 
them. 

^3682.  Is  there  any  restriction  whatsoever  given  as  to  the  quantity  of  spirits 
which  I  may  sell,  or  to  whom  ? — No,  there  is  no  restriction. 

3f)83.  May  I  sell  them  to  the  Indians?— No. 

3684.  That  is  a  restriction  ? — Of  course  ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony. 

3685.  Is  there  any  other  restriction  whatsoever  ? — I  can  confidently  say  not, 
neither  in  importing  nor  exporting  ;  but  certain  restrictions  exist  as  to  who 
shall  be  allowed  to  purchase  by  the  bottle,  or  gallon. 

3686.  In  the  carrying-  on  of  that  business  which  I  have  alluded  to,  how  should 
I  be  paid;  would  it  be  in  food,  or  fish,  or  peltry,  or  goods  of  any  kind? — You 
would  be  paid  in  money ;  the  currency  of  the  country  is  dollars  and  cents,  and 
there  is  very  little  of  that ;  we  have  no  English  money  there. 

3687.  What  is  the  regulation  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  spirits  to  the  Indians 
by  such  a  trader  as  I  have  alluded  to  ;  is  he  prohibited  from  dealing  with  the 
Indians  at  all,  or  only  in  the  case  of  spirits  ? — Only  in  the  case  of  spirits. 

3688.  Viscount  Goderich.]  But  the  licence  is  simply  a  licence  to  sell  spirits, 
is  it  not  ? — That  is  all. 

3689.  It  does  not  require  a  licence  to  sell  other  things? — No. 

3690.  Mr,  Edioard  Ellice.]  You  were  a  Member  of  the  Council,  were  not  you  ? 
—Yes. 

3691.  Were  you  a  Member  of  the  Council  when  that  licence  was  imposed? 
— I  was  ;  but  I  protested  against  it.  I  thought  it  too  exorbitant  for  a  new 
colony. 

3692.  Mr.  Roebuek.]  How  long  were  you  there? — Si.v  years  as  a  settler. 

3693.  Then  you  know  the  climate? — I  do. 

3694.  Had  you  a  farm  ? — I  have  had  a  farm. 

3695.  Have  you  paid  attention  to  the  climate  of  the  country? — I  have. 

3696.  Do  you  know  the  soil  of  that  country? — Yes. 

3697.  Is  the  soil  fit  for  farming? — It  is  capable  of  producing  all  the  crops  that 
we  can  produce  in  this  country,  and  some  others  which  we  cannot  produce ;  for 
instance,  Indian  corn ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  would  come  quite  to  perfection  on 
account  of  the  nights  being  rather  too  cool. 

3698.  Wheat  ripens  there? — Wheat  ripens  there  to  perfection. 

3699.  Therefore  if  we  heard  any  statement  doubting  that  wheat  ripens  there, 
your  authority  is  contrary  to  it? — I  am  prepared  to  contradict  it;  it  is  one  of 
the  finest  wheat-growing  countries  in  the  world. 

3700.  Have  you  been  over  the  island  ? — I  have  been  a  considerable  distance 
in  the  interior. 

3701.  Have  you  been  north  ? — Yes. 

3702.  How 
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3702.  How  far  north  r — To  the  northern  end  of  the  island.  .  Mr, ,/.  Cooper. 

3703.  At  the  northern  end  of  the  island  what  is  the  cHmate?— A  similar        

cliinate,  but  there  is  rather  more  rain,  perhaps  rather  too  much  rain  for  agricul-      ai  May  1857. 
tural  purposes  at  the  northern  end. 

3704.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Ireland? — No. 

3705-  You  do  not  know  whether  there  is  more  rain  by  the  gauge  in  Van- 
couver's Island  than  in  Ireland? — No  ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  go  into  details,  and 
give  you  the  particulars. 

3706.  For  agricultural  purposes  the  whole  island  is  fitted,  you  think?  — 
Decidedly,  bearing  in  mind  the  statement  of  my  former  evidence. 

3707.  In  that  northern  part  is  it  wooded?— The  island  is  very  thickly  wooded 
all  over,  with  the  exception  that  it  is  interspersed  with  small  prairies. 

3708.  Have  you  ever  been  in  Canada? — Yes. 

3709.  Have  you  paid  attention  to  the  agriculture  of  that  country?— No; 
I  never  remained  in  Canada  any  time. 

3710.  Do  you  know  that  all  land  in  that  country  is  covered  with  wood,  which 
wood  is  obliged  to  be  cut  down  before  the  land  can  be  turned  to  agricultural 
purposes? — I  do. 

371  i.  And  I  suppose  there  is  no  more  difficulty  in  Vancouver's  Island  than  in 
Canada  ? — Not  a  bit. 

3712.  Have  you  cut  down  timber,  and  converted  the  land  to  agricultural 
purposes  immediately .? — Under  the  present  state  of  the  colony's  infancy  there 
is  no  necessity  for  that ;  it  would  be  too  expensive.  The  open  land  is  generally 
brought  into  cultivation  before  the  timber  land,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  of  open 
land  yet  to  be  disposed  of. 

3713.  That  open  land  you  employed  ? — Yes. 

3714.  Was  it  fertile  ?— Beautiful  land. 

3715.  Did  you  plough  it  ? — Yes, 

3716.  What  return  of  M'heat  did  you  get  per  acre  ? — From  25  to  40  bushels 
per  acre  is  the  average  crop. 

3717.  You  sow  it  in  autumn,  I  suppose  ? — Yes,  about  the  month  of  October. 

3718.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  you  got  40  bushels  an  acre  yourself? — I  have  not 
myself,  but  there  were  two  farmers  on  the  island  who  did. 

3719.  My.  Edward  Ellke.]  What  farms  were  those  ?-^One  was  called  Old 
Bay  Farm,  and  the  other  belonged  to  Mr.  Ross. 

3720.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Have  you  travelled  on  the  mainland  opposite  Van- 
couver's Island  ? — Yes,  I  have  been  to  the  head  of  the  Puget  Sound  waters. 

3721.  Is  that  country  wooded  also  ? — About  the  same. 

3722.  Do  you  know  what  kind  of  wood  it  is  ? — Red  pine. 

3723.  Mr.  Edivard  ElUce.]  In  what  territory  is  it  ? — In  the  Washington  ter- 
ritory, belonging  to  the  United  States. 

3724.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Is  there  not  hard  timber  also  ? — Oak  ;  not  on  the  main- 
land, but  on  Vancouver's  Island  there  is  a  large  quantity  of  oak. 

3725.  Are  there  beech  and  maple? — Yes. 

3726.  Is  it  vvithin  your  knowledge  that  where  pine  grows  the  land  is  less  fertile 
than  where  the  hard  wood  grows  ? — Not  in  Vancouver's  Island ;  but  I  have 
understood  that  that  is  the  case  in  Canada.  Generally,  our  wood  land  is  con- 
sidered as  fertile  as  the  prairie  land. 

3727.  And  the  wood  is  usually,  you  say,  pine  ? — Yes,  but  not  exclusively 
pine ;  other  kinds  grow  with  it. 

3728.  Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney.]  Are  you  now  speaking  of  English  territory,  or 
American  territory  ? — English  territory  ;  Vancouver's  Island. 

3729.  When  you  were  speaking  of  the  mainland  just  now  you  were  speaking 
of  American  territory,  were  you  not  ? — Yes  ;  I  was  asked  whether  I  had  been  on 
the  mainland. 

3730.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  I  asked  you  whether  you  had  been  on  the  mainland 
opposite  Vancouver's  Island  ? — Yes. 

3731.  Upon  the  British  territory  ? —What  is  understood  there  by  the  mainland 
in  particular  is  the  American  territory.  No  trade  goes  on  upon  the  mainland 
from  Vancouver's  Island,  on  account  of  the  Hudson's' Bay  Company  having  the 
exclusive  right  of  trade. 

3732.  I  am  asking  you  whether  you  have  been  upon  the  mainland  belonging 
to  England  ? — I  have. 

3733.  What  is  the  character  of  that  land  ? — It  is  thickly  timbered. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  B  B  3  3734-  Do 
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Mr.  J.  Cooper.  3734.  Do  you  therefore  call  it  fertile  ?— On  the  coast,  perhaps,  not  so  fertile, 

'       but  about  150  miles  from  the  coast,  on  a  direct  parallel,  there  is  one  of  the  most 
21  May  1857-      beautiful  countries  in  the  world. 

3735.  What  authority  have  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  Vancouver's 
Island  ? — They  have  every  authority ;  they  are  the  lords  of  the  soil  by  grant  of 
the  Crown,  I  beheve. 

3736.  And  upon  thorn  depends  the  permission  to  colonise  that  country  ? — It 
does. 

3737.  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  granted  that  permission  freely  ? — At 
all  events  if  they  have,  the  prospectus  is  not  favourable  to  colonisation. 

3738.  Was  there  any  impediment  thrown  in  your  way  as  a  colonist  in  that 
country  r — Yes. 

3739.  \\hatr — I  was  exclusively  confined  to  my  operations  on  Vancouver's 
Island.  1  had  the  impression  when  I  went  there  first,  that  the  mainland  also 
was  optn  for  trade  for  settlers  ;  but  I  found  afterwards  that  it  was  not. 

3740.  What  sort  of  trade? — In  fishing,  for  instance.  There  are  large  fisheries 
in  Eraser's  River,  which  exclusively  belong  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

3741  •  And  you  are  prohibited  from  using  that  fishery  ? — Yes. 

3742.  Was  there  any  impediment  thrown  in  your  way  to  colonising  Vancouver's 
Island  ? — No,  1  imajjine  there  is  no  great  impediment ;  but  still  there  are  many 
drawbacks  which,  if  I  could  go  into  detail,  1  would  mention. 

3743.  Pray  go  into  detail  ■ — One  is  this  :  I  will  place  myself  there  as  an 
independent  settler,  and  the  disadvantages  that  I  am  under  are  these.  It  would 
have  been  much  better  for  me  if  1  had  gone  out  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
service  tis  one  of  their  bailiffs  or  servants,  for  this  reason,  that  they  are  furnished 
with  goods  at  a  nominal  price,  and  all  their  expenses  are  found  them.  I  iiave  to 
pay  extortionate  prices  for  my  goods,  and  find  all  my  expenses  besides.  But 
then  they  say,  "  You  have  an  equal  right  to  find  your  goods  ;"  but  it  is  not  every 
man  going  to  a  new  colony  who  has  money  to  find  his  goods ;  it  is  not  every 
man  who  is  a  millionaire. 

3744.  Supposing  the  colony  were  thrown  open  to  Her  Majesty's  subjects 
generally,  the  power  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  taken  away,  and  a  Governor 
sent  there  by  the  British  Government,  do  you  suppose  that  that  would  advance 
the  colonisation  of  the  island  ? — I  do  ;  I  am  fully  of  that  opinion  ;  I  think  it 
would  be  one  of  the  only  steps  which  the  British  Government  need  take,  to  alter 
the  administration  of  the  Government,  and  that  people  would  flock  there  from 
San  Francisco  who  have  been  out  there  now  some  years,  and  are  perhaps  tired 
of  the  country  themselves. 

3745.  You  mean  Enghsh  people  ? — Enghsh  people.  I  am  certain  that  there 
are  hundreds  of  people  in  California,  who,  if  Vancouver's  Island  were  a  British 
colony  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  with  a  British  Government,  would  gladly  go 
to  Vancouver's  Island  to  open  trade. 

3746.  So  that  the  island,  being  under  the  dominion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  is  not  considered  an  English  colony  ? — No. 

3747.  The  power  and  authority  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  an  incident 
deterring  the  colonisation  of  the  country  ? — ^Yes,  it  is. 

3748.  How  far  north  have  you  travelled  upon  the  mainland  ? — It  is  such  a 
country  that  there  are  no  roads ;  jrou  cannot  travel  by  land,  you  must  go  by 
water.     I  have  been  up  to  the  north  end  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

3749.  Did  you  ever  go  to  Queen  Charlotte's  Island  ? — Yes. 

3750.  What  sort  of  island  is  it? — Something  similar  to  Vancouver's  Island, 
but  nothing  like  so  fertile  ;  it  is  a  varied  climate. 

3751.  Is  it  wooded? — Very  thickly  wooded  ;  it  is  rather  mountainous. 

3752.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  any  discovery  of  coal  upon  that 
island  ?—  I  am  not  aware  of  it. 

37.53-  Coal  has  been  discovered  upon  Vancouver's  Island,  I  believe? — -Yes, 
they  have  a  large  mine  there  now  in  operation. 

37.54-  If  that  mine  were  worked  I  suppose  it  could  supply  the  continent  with 
coal  ? — I  believe  that  the  Nanaimo  coal  mine  is  capable  of  supplying  the  whole 
Pacific. 

37.5.5-  To  what  extent  is  that  coal  mine  worked  now  ? — When  I  left  they 
had  something  like  8,000  or  10,000  tons  ready  for  sale,  but  there  was  no  sale 
for  it. 

3756.  Why?- 
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3756.  Why  ?— In  the  first  place,  they  asked  too  high  a  price,  and  coal  has      Mr  J.  Cooper. 

been  discovered  on  different  parts  of  the  coast ;  and  there  is  also  the  great  draw-        

back  which  I  mentioned,  namely,  the  duty  of  20  per  cent,  upon  it.  21  May  1857. 

,  37.57-    Upon  what  part  of  the  coast  has  coal  been  found  :— In  Bellingham  Bay, 
directly  opposite  Vancouver's  Island,  at  the  south  end. 

3758.  Chairman.]  On  British  or  American  territory  ? — American,  and  also  in 
Coose  Bay  ;  that  is  about  200  miles  north  of  San  Francisco  ;  but  that  is  a  very 
bad  harbour,  and  will  never  be  to  any  extent  available. 

3759-  Mr.  Roebuck.]  You  say  that  there  is  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  upon  the 
exportation  of  coal?— No;  there  is  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  imposed  in  San 
Francisco,  in  American  territor}'. 

3760.  Then  there  is  no  difficulty  thrown  in  the  way  of  anybody  exporting 
coal  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — No  ;  but  they  are  the  only  persons  who 
are  capable  of  working  a  mine  even  if  it  were  found  ;  there  are  no  colonists  in 
Vancouver's  Island  who,  even  if  they  could  find  coal,  would  be  capable  of  work- 
ing it,  from  the  want  of  means. 

376 1 .  Chairman.]  Are  not  the  Indians  employed  in  working  coal  ?— Nominally 
they  are,  but  not  to  any  extent ;  they  are  principally  white  people. 

3762.  Do  you  find  that  the  Indians  are  willing  to  work  for  wages,  and  that 
they  make  useful  labourers  ? — Yes,  they  are  willing  to  work. 

3763.  Did  you  employ  them  yourself  in  agricultural  labour  ?— Yes,  I  used  to 
employ  a  great  many. 

3764.  Did  you  pay  them  in  money  wages?— No,  principally  in  trade  goods, 
such  as  blankets  and  baize. 

3765.  You  gave  them  no  money  ? — No  money  ;  they  do  not  understand  the 
value  of  money. 

3766.  Mr.  Roebuck]  Did  you  ever  try  them  ?— A  few  knowing  characters 
about  the  settlement  understand  the  value  of  money,  but  as  a  general  rule,  the 
Indians  do  not  know  the  value  of  money. 

3767.  Chairman-]  Are  the  Indians  intelligent  ?— Some  of  them  are  very  in- 
telligent. 

3768.  Is  there  any  education  among  them  ? — No,  not  at  all. 

3769.  Are  there  no  clergymen  or  others  who  interest  themselves  in  their 
education  ? — None  whatever. 

3770.  Is  any  attempt  made  to  Christianise  them  ? — None  at  all. 

3771.  Do  you  mean  none  whatever- — None  at  all,  not  the  slightest. 

3772.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  there  any  resident  chaplain  or  clergyman  in  the  island  r 
— There  is  one. 

3773.  Chairman.]  What  is  he  ? — He  is  the  colonial  chaplain. 

3774.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Can  he  speak  the  Indian  language  r — No. 

3775.  Then  he  cannot  address  the  Indians  at  all? — No. 

3776.  Mr.  Grogan.]   How  long  has  he  been  there  1 — Probably  two  years. 

3777.  What  may  be  his  salary  ?— About  300/.,  I  believe. 

3778.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  What  difficulty  would  there  be  in  the  way  of 
clergymen  spreading  themselves  among  the  Indians  in  the  island  ? — The  Roman- 
catholic  priests  do  it,  and  I  do  not  see  that  there  would  be  more  difficulty  attend- 
ing the  English  clergy  than  there  is  with  the  Roman-catholics. 

3779.  How  many  stations  have  the  Company  in  the  island? — Three. 

3780.  Whereabouts  are  they  ? — One  is  at  Victoria,  where  the  settlement  is  ; 
one  is  at  Nanaimo,  at  the  coal  mines ;  and  the  other  is  at  Fort  Rupert,  at  the 
north  end  of  the  island. 

3781.  The  fact  is,  that  with  the  great  body  of  Indians  through  the  island  the 
Company  have  very  little  communication  ? — There  are  no  interior  Indians  ;  there 
are  coast  Indians ;  and  I  suppose  the  Company  have  a  communication  either 
directly  or  indirectly  with  the  whole  of  them. 

3782.  But  none  of  the  people  employed  by  the  Company  reside  among  the 
Indians  r — No ;  only  one  or  two  priests. 

3783.  Chairman.]  Do  the  Indians  get  their  subsistence  chiefly  by  fishing? — 
Yes;  all  the  Indians  on  Vancouver's  Island  subsist  by  fish  as,  the  staple  article. 

3784.  You  have  stated  that  there  have  been  attempts  made  by  Roman-catholic 
missionaries  to  Christianise  the  Indians  ? — Yes ;  there  have  been  several  on  the 
island,  and  latterly  it  has  been  a  bishopric. 

3785.  Do  they  live  there  permanently  ? — Yes. 

0.24— Sess,  2.  B  B  4  3786.  Have 
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Mr,  J.  Cooper.         3786.  Have  they  been  successful  in  their  efforts  to  Christianise  the  Indians  ? 

■ — Yes.     I  think  in  the  first  instance  they  have  ;  they  seem  to  have  some  know- 

21  May  1857.     ledge  now  of  a  Supreme  Being,  from  the  fact  of  the  missionaries  living  with 
them. 

3787.  Have  they  any  schools  to  endeavour  to  teach  them? — Yes. 

3788.  Mv.  Edward  Ellice.']  How  many  Protestant  schoolmasters  are  there  in 
the  island  supported  by  the  Company  ? — Two  ;  paid  by  the  colonial  fund. 

3789.  Mr.  Charles  Fitswilliam.']  Who  are  the  two? — One  is  a  gentleman 
named  Barr  ;  he  has  left  now,  and  is  coming  home. 

3790.  Chairman^  Are  there  any  Protestant  missionaries  in  the  island  ? — None 
whatever.  The  only  Protestant  clergyman  there  is  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Cridge. 

3791.  Mr.  Rochuchl^  Are  the  Roman-catholic  priests  brought  over  thereby 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  do  they  come  over  there  voluntarily  r — 
Voluntarily. 

3792.  So  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  nothing  to  do  with  Christian- 
ising the  country  as  far  as  depends  upon  the  priests  ? — No. 

3793.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Do  the  priests  receive  any  allowance  or  wages  from  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  all  ?— Not  that  I  am  aware  of, 

3794.  Are  there  any  schools  maintained  in  the  island,  either  Roman-catholic 
or  Protestant,  or  of  any  other  persuasion,  at  the  expense  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  ? — At  the  expense  of  the  colony,  not  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
The  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of  land  is  termed  the  colonial  fund,  and  that  is  all 
expended,  I  believe,  just  now,  and  the  colony  a  bankrupt. 

3795.  You  stated,  I  think,  that  you  had  about  300  acres  of  land  your.self,  part 
of  which  was  not  paid  for  ■— Yes. 

3796.  What  is  the  price  of  land  in  the  colony  ? — £.  1  per  acre. 

3797.  Invariably  ? — Invariably ;  with  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  the 
island  which  they  have  allotted  off  for  a  town,  where  they  charge  10/.  for  120 
feet  by  60  feet. 

3798.  Viscount  Godeinch^   Where  is  that ;  at  Victoria? — At  Victoria. 

3799.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Why  is  it  that  colonists  do  not  go  to  Vancouver's  Island 
now,  and  why  do  you  suppose  that  they  would  go  if  the  government  were 
changed  ? — From  the  fact  that  most  English  people  object  to  be  under  any 
government  except  the  real  true  British  Government. 

3800.  Excepting  that  sort  of  feeling  or  prejudice,  or  whatever  you  may  call  it, 
you  do  not  know  any  objection  ? — Only  from  instances  which  occur  of  that  sort. 

3801.  What  do  you  mean  by  those  instances? — Just  before  I  left,  in  the 
beginning  of  January  or  the  latter  ^nd  of  December,  a  gentleman  came  up  fi-om 
San  Francisco,  under  a  commission  i'rom  some  friends  at  that  time  in  San 
Francisco,  to  look  at  the  island,  and  make  a  report  about  it,  and  what  he  thought 
of  the  country;  and  he  left  the  country  in  disgust.  He  said  that  he  approved  of 
the  colony  and  its  capabilities,  but  that  he  objected  to  come  and  settle  under  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

3802.  Did  he  give  yoa  any  reason  for  his  objection  ?— The  monopoly  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

3803.  The  monopoly  of  what  ? — The  monopoly  in  trade  ;  that  no  individuals 
could  compete  with  them. 

3804.  Mv.  Edward  Ellice.]  In  what  trade? — General  trade;  they  trade  in 
everything. 

3805.  Mr.  Roebuck-]  If  persons  came  up  from  San  Francisco  with  goods  :  for 
example,  if  those  persons  who  deputed  the  gentlemen  to  whom  you  have  alluded 
go  there,  brought  up  goods  and  established  stores,  would  they  find  any  difficulty 
in  consequence  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  being  there? — That  is  their  im- 
pression, and  I  believe  that  they  would. 

3806.  In  what  way? — That  they  are  a  powerful  company,  and  do  trade  in 
everything ;  that  they  can  compete  in  consequence,  and  that  private  individuals 
have  no  chance.  In  the  first  instance,  there  really  are  no  settlers  to  buy  goods. 
All  the  people  there  receive  salaries  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

3807.  Let  us  go  by  steps.  Supposing  these  people  to  come  from  San 
Francisco,  and  to  have  with  them  an  accumulation  of  goods,  would  they  find  any 
difficulty  in  landing  those  goods  ? — Not  at  all.  , 

3808.  They  might  carry  them  to  any  part  of  the  country  that  they  liked  ?— 
Yes. 

3809.  Would 
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3809.  Would  they  find  any  difficulty  in  getting  land  ? — None.  Mr.  J.  Cooper. 

3810.  Then  anybody  might  settle  there,  get  what  land  he  wished,  and  sell       

what  goods  he  could? — He  would  not  be  able  to  sell  spirits  without  a  licence.  21  May  1857. 

3811.  Viscount  GoderichJ]  Are  the  servants  of  the  Company  obliged  to  deal 
with  the  Company  ;  would  there  be  any  objection  to  their  dealing  with  any  one 
else  ? — They  cannot  get  the  money ;  they  have  an  open  account  with  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  and  as  the  Company  sell  the  goods,  and  have  no  ^ 
money  to  pay  them,  they  must  either  take  their  goods  from  the  Company's  store, 
or  go  without. 

38 12.  So  that  practically  they  would  not,  in  your  opinion,  be  able  to  deal 
with  settlers  ? — No. 

3813.  Mr.  Christy.']  Do  the  Company  pay  in  wages  or  in  goods  ?— Nominally 
in  wages  ;  but  their  servants  are  induced  to  take  goods  out  of  the  store. 

3814.  Is  money  plentiful  ? — No,  there  is  hardly  any  at  all;  there  are  pro- 
bably 10,000  or  15,000  dollars  in  the  place,  and  that  is  all. 

38 15.  Viscount  Sandon.\  In  fact,  the  only  market  in  the  place  for  spirits 
would  be  the  Indians  ? — No  ;  large  quantities  of  spirits  are  consumed  there  ;  it 
is  the  only  beverage  in  the  country  that  the  white  people  can  use. 

3816.  Is  there  an  abundance  of  the  fur-bearing  animals  in  the  island  ? — There 
are  not  a  great  many,  probably. 

3817.  Then  you  think,  in  fact,  that  the  possession  of  the  island  is  of  very 
little  service  10  the  Company  ? — I  have  heard  it  admitted  by  themselves  abroad 
that  they  wish  that  the  Government  would  take  it ;  that  they  do  not  hold  it  to 
be  of  value. 

3818.  Mr.  Percy  Herbert.']  You  said  that  there  were  no  rivers  in  the  island  ; 
are  there  any  streams  ? — There  are  small  streams,  but  no  navigable  rivers. 

3819.  Are  those  streams  long  in  their  course? — They  do  not  extend  a  great 
distance ;  the  island  is  very  narrow  ;  not  more,  probably,  than  about  40  miles 
wide. 

3820.  What  sort  of  valleys  do  those  streams  run  through  ? — Most  of  them  are 
available  for  cultivation. 

3821.  To  some  extent? — Yes,  right  and  left  of  them  ;  at  Cowitchan,  a  little 
river  runs  up,  and  I  suppose  that  is  one  of  the  finest  valleys  in  the  world. 

3822.  Does  the  rain  fall  regularly  in  the  year,  or  are  there  long  droughts 
interfering  with  cultivation  ? — The  year  before  last  we  had  rain  every  month  in 
the  year,  although  it  is  a  common  expression  to  say  the  dry  season  and  the  wet 
season. 

3823.  There  has  been  no  dry  season  to  interfere  with  agriculture  during  the 
whole  of  your  experience  ? — No,  none  at  all ;  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  England 
drought  is  as  much  suffered  as  it  would  be  there. 

3824.  Mr.  Christy.']  As  you  say  money  is  not  plentiful  in  the  island,  do  the 
Company  afford  facilities  for  transmitting  money  or  bills  r — No,  none  whatever ; 
they  will  not  become  bankers. 

3825.  With  England  ? — No,  they  will  not  transmit  your  money. 

3826.  Have  any  complaints  of  this  been  made  by  parties  in  the  colony  desirous 
of  bringing  out  goods  from  England  ? — They  have  remonstrated  with  the  Com- 
pany ;  in  many  instances  the  goods  have  been  left  behind. 

3827.  Have" they  complained  that  no  facilities  were  given  either  for  bills  or 
money  in  exchange  with  England  r — Yes. 

3828.  Do  you  consider  such  complaints  well  founded  ?—  I  do,  from  my  own 

knowledge. 

3829.  Have  the  Company  any  interests  which  would  be  interfered  with  by 
the  rise  of  a  body  of  independent  merchants  in  the  island  ? — No,  I  think  they 

would  gain  by  it.  .  .  ,     ™ 

3830.  There  are  not  now  many  merchants  in  the  island  ? — There  are  none. 

3831.  Do  you  know  whether  any  outlay  has  been  made  in  improving  the 
communication  between  the  coal  mines  and  the  coast  by  the  Company  or  by 
colony  ? — No  ;  none  whatever. 

3832.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  The  coal  mine  is  on  the  sea-shore,  is  it  not? — 
The  coal  mine  is  on  Vancouver's  Island. 

3833.  Close  on  the  sea-shore  ?— Yes,  it  is  not  more  than  30  yards ;  there  is 
a  wharf  extending  a  couple  of  hundred  feet. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  Co  3834-  The 
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Mr.  J.  Cooper.         3834-  The  fact  is,  that  a  ship  can  go  a  very  short  distance  from  the  mouth  of 

the  mine  and  take  its  coal  on  board  ? — The  skips  might  shoot  into  the  ship. 

21  May  1857.  3835.   Mr.  Christy.']  Do  the  Company  impose  any  restrictions  upon  persons 

engaged  in  any  particular  kind  of  trade  ? — No,  I  believe  not. 

3836.  Not  such  as  iurs  and  timber,  and  coal? — None  whatever ;  there  is  an 
export  duty  of  \^d.  a  load. 

3837.  The  duty  which  you  mentioned  is  upon  fishing,  is  it  not.  ?  — No,  there  is 
no  duty  whatever,  either  import  or  export,  in  Vancouver's  Island,  excepting  the 
10^/.  a  load  mentioned  above. 

3838.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Did  you  take  any  goods  out  to  Vancouver's  Island 
when  you  went  ? — I  did. 

3839.  Did  the  Company  carry  them  for  you  ? — Yes. 

3840.  Did  they  make  any  difficulty  in  carrying  them  ?  — None. 

3841.  And  you  acted  quite  independently  of  the  Company  in  the  island? — 
Just  so. 

3842.  Mr.  Christy.]  How  were  you  occupied  after  you  arrived  in  the  island  ? 
—  In  trading  generally  with  the  natives,  and  farming. 

3843.  You  spoke  in  the  first  part  of  your  evidence  of  the  administration  of 
justice  : — Yes. 

3844.  You  said  that  one  of  the  greatest  complaints  of  the  settlers  was  the  way 
in  which  justice  was  administered  ? — Yes. 

3845.  Do  you  know  how  Mr,  Cameron  was  appointed  ? — Through  the  interest 
of  his  brother-in-law,  the  Governor,  no  doubt. 

384(1.  Do  you  know  by  what  power  Mr.  Cameron  was  appointed  judge  of  the 
colony  ? — Through  the  Colonial  Office  ;  I  believe  from  representation. 

3847.  You  know  that  it  was  an  appointment  of  the  Crown? — Decidedly;  at 
least  I  have  tiie  Governor's  word  for  it. 

3848.  Is  Mr.  Cameron  a  member  of  any  bar? — Not  at  all. 

3S49.  Was  there  any  dissatisfaction  expressed  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  ? 
— S  rong  remonstrances  were  made  by  petition  to  the  Governor,  and  by  petitions 
to  the  House  of  Commons;  whether  those  petitions  nave  ever  reached  or  not 
I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

3850.  Chairman^   When  was  the  appointment  made  ? — In  1853, 1  think. 

3851.  Mr.  Christy.]  You  know  that  the  appointment  of  the  present  judge 
was  a  sore  subject  in  the  colony  ? — Decidedly.  I  have  just  one  document  which 
I  would  hke  to  read  if  the  Committee  would  give  me  permission,  relative  to  those 
petitions  ;  it  is  not  very  long. 

3852.  Have  you  known  of  any  cases  coming  for  decision  before  the  court 
which  involved  any  considerable  amount  of  property  ? — No  ;  there  are  no  cases 
in  Vancouver's  Island  at  present  which  are  liable  to  such  an  occurrence,  because 
there  is  no  person  holding  any  amount  of  property  there. 

3853.  Was  there  any  case,  with  regard  to  a  vessel,  of  great  importance? — 
Yes. 

3854.  A  ship  and  her  cargo : — Where  the  master  was  confined  three  monthis 
in  ga  1  for  barratry,  the  vessel  having  called  at  Valparaiso,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  cargo  sold  to  defray  expenses.  From  the  evidence  placed  before  the  grand 
jury,  a  true  bill  was  returned  :  the  petit  jury  afterwards  returned  a  verdict  of 
not  guilty.  Also  a  case  of  Webster  versus  Muir  ;  that  was  respecting  a  contract; 
it  was  not  exactly  with  regard  to  a  vessel ;  that  was  before  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Cf  meron  as  judge.  Tiiere  was  one  case  where  some  2,000  dollars  damages 
were  levied. 

3855.  Are  you  aware  of  any  cases  of  life  and  death  which  have  come  before 
the  Court  ?—  No. 

38^6.  Mr.  Grogan.]  I  wish  to  bring  you  back  to  a  subject  we  were  speaking 
about  before  Mr.  Roebuck  took  up  the  examination;  it  was  with  reference  to 
the  licence  duty  of  120/.  ;  you  stated  that  you  were  a  member  of  the  Council 
at  that  time  ? — I  was. 

38.17.  Were  you  present  at  the  Council  when  that  tax  or  fee  was  imposed 
upon  every  licence? — 1  was. 

3858.  Do  the  members  of  the  Council  meet  at  any  periodical  times  ? — It 
depends  entirely  upon  the  will  of  the  Governor. 

38'j9.  What  number  of  licences  may  there  be  in  the  island  for  that  purpose? 
— Four. 

3860.  Four 
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3860    Four  public-houses  ?— Yes ;  one  ubolesale,  belonging  to  the  Hudson's      Mr.  J.  Cooper. 
bay  Company,  and  three  retail.  

3S61.  What  becomes  of  the  revenue  received  from  the  sale  of  those  licences  ?      ai  May  1857. 
— £.  100  out  of  the  licence  fund  goes  to  the  judge  every  year,   and   the  other 
300/.  are  expended  in  public  purposes  ;  improving  roads,  &c.,  &c. 

3&fi2.  Is  that  the  entire  income  derived  by  the"  Company  from  the  island  ? — 
Unless  land  is  sold. 

38()3,  What  extent  of  land  may  be  sold  in  the  island?— Probably  not  more 
than  10,000  or  12,000  acres. 

3864.  Is  there  as  much  as  8,000  acres  sold  to  individuals  r— I  am  not  prepared 
to  state  exactly,  but  I  think  it  is  about  that. 

386.5.  Has  it  been  paid  for,  do  you  know?— Most  of  it. 

3866.  What  has  become  of  that  income  ?  —It  has  been  expended  in  making 
roads  and  bridges. 

3867.  You  stated  that  the  roads  were  very  bad  ;  what  extent  of  roads  are  there 
in  the  island? — There  are  three  or  four  roads  leading  from  Victoria  in  the  dif- 
ferent directions,  not  more  than  eight  or  ten  miles  long  from  Victoria. 

3868.  The  settlers  who  have  purchased  this  land,  I  suppose,  reside  in  the 
vicinity  of  these  roads  ? — They  do. 

3869.  And  the  roads  were,  probably,  made  up  to  their  settlements  f — Yes. 

3870.  Viscount  Goderick.]  If  I  understand  you  rightly,  the  money  derived 
from  these  licences  is  expended  for  the  benefit  of  Vancouver's  Island,  the  colony, 
and  not  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— Not  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

3871.  Mr.  Grogan.]  What  quantity  of  your  own  farm  hare  you  under  tillage? 
— About  GO  acres. 

3872.  Have  you  a  ready  disposal  of  the  produce  of  that  ? — -No  ;  it  entirely 
depends  upon  the  will  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  what  they  will  give  a  bushel  '•■ 
for  wheat  or  produce  ;  they  may  either  give  us  I  s.  a  bushel,  or  they  may  give  us 
two  dollars  a  bushel,  as  they  please. 

3873.  Or  they  may  refuse  to  take  it  at  all? — They  may  refuse  to  take  it 
at  all. 

3874.  Has  that  fact  ever  occurred  ?— It  has. 

387,5.  In  that  case,  what  became  of  the  produce  so  raised;  wheat,  for 
instance  ?— A  great  deal  of  it  is  in  the  stacks  to  this  day,  there  being  no  market 
for  it. 

3676.  Is  the  fact  of  there  being  no  market  for  it,  and  your  being  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  the  purchase  of  the  wheat,  a 
drawback  to  prevent  the  colonists  from  raising  any  greater  quantity  of  it? — I  am 
certain  of  it.  If  we  had  a  market  for  it,  three  times  the  quantity,  under  the  pre- 
sent means,  could  be  raised. 

3877.  Tlien,  in  fact,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  could  draw  any  quantity  of 
supphes  they  pleased  from  the  island? — Not  any  quantity,  but  they  could  draw 
a  greater  quantity  than  is  already  produced. 

3878.  If  that  import  duly  of  20  per  cent.,  to  which  you  alluded  as  being  paid 
on  goods  going  into  San  Francisco,  were  abolished,  have  you  any  reason  to  think 
that  the  cultivation  of  wiieat  and  other  agricultural  produce  would  greatly 
increase  ? — It  would  ceitainly. 

3879.  You  have  no  doubt  of  that?— I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

3880.  You  mentioned  something  about  the  fishing;  will  you  give  a  little  infor- 
mation on  that  subject  ? — There  is  no  fishing  of  importance  on  Vancouver's 
Island,  only  on  the  rivers  and  coasts  of  the  mainland  ;  and  there  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  hold  the  exclusive  right  of  trade,  according  to  their  charter,  of  the 
mainland. 

3881.  In  the  Puca  Strait  what  is  the  case? — It  is  all  open  there. 

3882.  Any  one  may  tish  there  ? — Yes ;  but  in  Fraser's  River,  which  is  the  only 
inlet  into  the  mainland,  in  fact,  no  one  is  allowed  to  fish. 

3883.  Is  that  where  the  salmon  is  principally  taken  ?  — It  is. 

3884.  Chairman.']  That  is  a  very  valuable  fishery,  is  it  n'ot  ? — It  is. 

3885.  Mr.  Grogan.j  If  any  quantity  offish  were  taken  by  any  of  the  emigrants 
that  chose  to  devote  their  attention  to  it,  what  would  become  of  it ;  have  they  the 
means  of  exporting  and  s-elling  it  ? — Not  very  ample  means. 

3886.  Have    they    means    at    all?— No;    they   would     have    probably    to 
0.24 — Sess.  2.  c  c  2  charter 
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Mr.  /.  Cooper,     charter  an  American  vessel  to  take  it  to  some  port  south,  or  to  the  Sandwich 

-~ Islands. 

21  May  1857.  38J^7'  Have  the  Company  any  vessels  that  trade  in  fish  themselves? — Yes; 

but  they  very  often  refuse  to  takiei  freight. 

3888.  Do  you  say  that  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes,  Ido  ;  I  say  it  is  a 
fact ;  no  freight  was  to  be  brought  up  for  settlers  from  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

3889.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  that  they  refuse  to  take  freight  upon  system, 
or  that  they  refuse  to  take  freight  either  because  there  is  not  room  for  it,  or 
because  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  them  tO  go  to  the  particular  place  where  the 
freight  is  ? — I  believe  it  is  inconvenient  to  them  ;  they  do  not  care  about  it ;  you 
must  do  it  for  yourselves  if  you  vvish  it  done,  and  not  trouble  them  about  it  at 
all ;  if  they  do  it,  it  is  a  very  great  favour  for  you. 

'    Sigo.  Mv.Grogan.']  Are  there  any  regular  traders  belonging  to  the  Company 
which  go  to  the  island  r— One  only.' 

3891.  One  in  the  year? — She  goes  several  times  in  the  year  ;  but  only  one 
vessel. 

3892.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Where  does  she  go  to  ?— To  the  Sandwich 
Islands.    - 

3893.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  any  of  the  colonists  ever  been  refused  to  have 
their  goods  sent  either  into  the  island  by  that  vessel  or  out  of  the  island  by  that 
vessel  ?-  Into  the  island  they  have  by  that  vessel,  but  not  out  of  it,  I  think; 
the  Company  object  to  bring  goods  into  the  island ;  but  I  do  not  think 
they  would  object  to  taking  goods  either  to  San  Francisco  or  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands. 

■  3894.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Can  you  tell  why  they  object  to  it? — We  can  only 
judge  by  inferences,  and  our  inference  is  that  they  object  to  anything  like 
competition. 

3895.  With  their  own  goods  ? — With  their  own  goods. 

3896.  Mr.  Grogan.]  With  respect  to  the  fish,  «e  understand  that  it  is 
extremely  abundant  there  ? — Yes. 

3897.  And  that  there  would  be  a  ready  sale  for  it  in  the  Sandwich  Islands? 
— To  a  certain  extent ;  it  is  only  a  small  market  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

3898.  Has  any  attempt  ever  been  made  by  the  colonists  to  open  a  market  there 
for  fish.?— Yes. 

3899.  Has  it  succeeded  ? — Yes. 

3yoo,  And  there  is  no  impediment  whatever  in  the  way  of  sending  any  quan- 
tity of  fish  which  the  colonists  could  sell  into  this  market  if  they  pleased? — No, 
I  believe  not. 

I    390 1 .  You  have  never  known  any  instances  of  that  kind  ? — No. 
3902.   Have  you  travelled  on  the  mainland,  the   British   territory? — I  have 
:  travelled  by  water ;  there  are  no  roads ;  there  is  no  opportunity  of  travelling  by 
land  on  the  mainland. 

I  3903.  You  have  only  been  up  the  rivers  ? — Up  the  rivers  and  along  the 
coast. 

3904.  Have  you  visited  Thompson's  River? — I  have  not  myself  personally ;  I 
only  have  my  knowledge  from  other  persons  who  have  been  there,  and  who  have 
given  me  that  information ;  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  they  were  leading 
me  astray,  or  giving  me  false  information.  They  were  persons  who  had  lived 
there  themselves,  and  had  lived  in  that  country,  or  in  the  neighbouring  countries, 
in  the  service  of  the  Company,  probably  30  or  40  years. 

3905.  You  have  no  reason  whatever  to  doubt  the  information  received  from 
that  source  ? — Not  the  slightest.  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  going  there 
myself,  if  there  was  any  inducement  to  go,  upon  the  faith  of  the  reports  which  I 
have  heard. 

3906.  What  distance  have  you  gone  up  Fraser's  River  ? — I  have  never  been 
further  north  than  Fort  Langley. 

3907.  Just  opposite  ? — About  60  or  70  miles  up. 

3908.  As  far  as  you  went,  namely,  at  Fort  Langley,  was  there  any  district  of 
land  there  adapted  for  colonists  ? — A  large  tract  of  land  there. 

3909.  Among  the  colonists  of  Vancouver's  Island,  are  there  any  gentlemen  who 
have  known  that  country  and  visited  it  themselves  ? — Yes,  amongst  the  servants 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  are  really  colonists,  because  they  have  land 
and  have  settle  d  there. 

3910.  Do 
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3910.  Do  they  know  that  district  well?— Yes.  Mr.  J.  Coojier. 

3911.  They  have  lived  in  it?— Yes.  

3912.  And  traversed  it  ?-T^ Yes. ,,  21  May  1857. 

3913.  What  report  do  they  give  of  it  as  regards  a  colonial  settlement, 
speaiting  of  Fraser's  River  and  that  district,  the  mainland?— My  own  impression 
m  geueralof  Fraser's  Rivev  is,  that  it  is  not  3t  all  favourable  for  the  first, few 
miles  for  colonisation. 

3914.  With  respect,  to  Thompson's  River,  what  do  they  say  about  that?  — 
That  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  countries  in  the  worid,  and  that  gold  is 
discovered  in  that  and  the  neighbouring  district  no,w.  When  I  left  the  miriers 
were  getting  from  four  to  twenty  dollars  a  day.  ^^^^j 

3915.  Who  are  the  miners  that  you  refer  to  ? — Americans  chiefly,  men  who 
have  gone  there  from  the  inducement  of  obtaining  gold  by  digging  for  it,  in  the 
same  way  as  in  California,  and  in  the  course  of  time  there  will  be  a  great 
number  of  American  people  settled  there.  .,     ; 

3916.  Is  there  any  settlement  at  all  at  Thompson's  River  belonging  to  the 
Cothpany  ?— Yes,  a  small  farm  and  trading  fort.  They  have  lately  removed  Fort 
Colville;  that  is  in  Colville  district,  about  400  miles  from  the  mainland.  When 
it  was  built,  it  was  20  miles  south  of  tiie  line,  namely,  the  49th  parallel,  and 
they  have  now  built  a  fort  on  the  north  side  of  the  line  to  dispense  with  the 
necessity  of  paying  duties  upon  English  manufactured  goods,  which  they  would 
otherwise  if  they  sent  them  over  to  the  old  place. 

3917.  Is  this  fort  for  the  purpose  of  the  supplies  of  the  Thompson's  River 
district  ? — It  is  to  supply  the  people  who  go  there  to  dig  gold  with  goods  ;  that 
is  the  ostensible  reason  for  the  establishment  of  that  fort ;  they  have  got  a  large 
quantity  of  goods  there  already.  ,  , 

3918.  Viscount  Gadcrich.]  But  if  it  is  near  the  parallel,  must  it  not  be  a 
considerable  way  from  Thompson's  River?— No,  it  is  not. 

3919.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Are  the  Indians  numerous  in  that  district?— Not  more 
so  than  in  any  other  district,  I  believe. 

3920.  Mr. , Roebuck.]  Do  you  know  the  climate  at  Thoriapsob's'  River? — I 
have  mentioned  that  the  climate  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  climates  in  the 
world,  I  believe.  ' 

3921.  That  is  a  general  expression  ? — 1  believe  it  is  capable  of  producing  all 
the  crops  that  we  produce  in  England ;  probably  the  winters  may  be  a  little 
more  severe ;  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  they  are,  but  they  may  be  a  little 
more  so.  :  , 

3922.  Comparing  if  with  Canada,  were  you  ever  a  winter  in  Canada  ? — I 
was  there  part  of  last  winter;  there  is  no  comparison  ;  it  will  not  bear  a  com- 
parison. 

3923.  It  is  much  more  mild;  much  finer ?— Decidedly  as  much  as  Great 
Britain  is  to  the  Eastern  States  of  America ;  there  is  as  much  difference. 

3924.  I  believe  that  that  difference  attaches  to  all  the  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains? — It  does. 

f925.  Is  that  in  the  same  parallel  of  latitude  oh  the  west  of  the  Rocky  'Moun- 
s,  and  on  the  east  you  have  very  different  climates  ? — As  different  as  it  is 
possible  to  imagine. 

3926.  All  ti)e  British  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  a  great  way 
north  of  Vancouver's  Island,  is  as  you  suppose,  a  place  habitable  by  man,  and 
very  fit  for  a  colony  ? — It  is  so,  particular!}'  a  short  distance  from  the  coast; 
the  coast  far  north  is  rocky,  and  appears  unapproachable,  but  inside  it  is  a  fine 
open  country. 

3927.  Mr.  Lowe.]  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  price  of  1  I.  an  acre  for  land  ; 
do  you  think  it  a  proper  price?— I  think  that  it  is  extortionately  high;  for 
instance,  why  should  people  go  to  Vancouver's  Island  and  pay  1  /.an  acre,,when 
only  eight  or  ten  miles  from  it  theiy  can  get  as  good  land,  with  many  more  advan- 
tages, for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter,  in  the  American  territory. 

3928.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  one  of  the  causes  which  have  retarded  the 
growth  of  the  colony  ? — It  is  a  great  drawback  to  it. 

3929.  Mr.  Roebuck. \Yo\i.  say  there  are  many  advantages  which  belopg  to  the 
American  territory;  what  are  they  ?-— They  have  many  ports,;  tliey  are  not 
excluded;  we  stand  by  ourselves,  we  are  entirely  alone ;  there^  are  also  many 
settlers -in  Washington  and  Oregon  territories  on  the  coast, 

0.24— Sess.  2.  c  c  3  3930.  That 
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Mr.  J.  Cooper.         393<'-  That  advantage  attaches  to  the  fact  of  their   being  American  settlers? 

—Yes. 

21  May  1857.  3931.  It  does  not  refer  to  any  peculiarity  in  the  government  of  Vancouver's 

Island? — 1  contend  I  hat  if  a  person  Avent  to  the  opposite  side,  and  paid  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  per  acre,  instead  of  1 1,  an  acre  as  in  Vancouver's  Island,  he 
would  have  many  more  advantages.  Of  course,  from  the  fact  of  his  going 
theie  to  buy  land  he  becomes  an  American  settler. 

3932.  Chairman.']  I  think  you  stated  that  in  America  there  was  a  duty  upon 
all  foreign  imports  of  about  20  per  cent.  ? — From  20  to  30  per  cent. 

393 il.  In  Vancouver's  Island,  1  presume,  they  are  free? — 'All  goods  are 
imported  duty  free  into  Vancouver's  Island. 

3934.  Do  you  think  that  that  is  an  advantage  or  a  disadvantage  ? — Avery 
great  advantage. 

39S5.  Mr.  Grogatt.]  You  conveyed  the  impression  to  me  that  if  Vancouver's 
Island  were  an  imperial  colony,  and  not  under  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as 
at  present,  you  would  be  able  to  import  your  goods  into  the  American  terri- 
tories without  the  duty  of  20  per  cent.? — I  believe  that  it  would  be  an  impetus 
to  British  subjects  to  go  and  open  a  trade  there;  that  they  would  be  under 
the  impression  that  they  would  have  justice  done  them  without  monopoly,  and 
that  they  would  have  proper  courts  of  justice  to  administer  the  laws,  and  that 
they  would  go  there  without  any  fear  of  misrule  or  mismanagement. 

3936.  What  would  be  the  eflfect  as  regards  this  20  per  cent,  import  duty 
upon  goods  going  into  America  ? — It  would  be  a  great  advantage  if  they  could 
get  it  taken  away. 

.^937-  Viscount  Goderich.]  But  that  duty  is  imposed  upon  this  produce  as 
foreign  produce,  not  as  the  produce  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  or  any  par- 
ticular territory  ? — If  we  import  timber,  although  it  is  actually  the  same,  or 
perhaps  of  a  little  better  quality,  from  Vancouver's  Island  into  San  Francisco, 
there  is  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  upon  it,  whereas  ships  would  load  on  the  opposite 
side  to  us,  and  go  in  with  the  same  cargo  free. 

3938.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  That  20  per  cent  is  levied  upon  your  goods  because 
they  happen  to  come  from  British  territory  ? — Because,  unfortunately,  we 
happen  to  be  British  subjects. 

3039.  Not  because  you  are  under  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — It  is  because 
it  is  a  British  terriiory. 

3940.  So  that  this  20  per  cent,  is  in  no  way  connected  with  the  rule  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company? — Not  at  all ;  it  «as  formerly  so  in  Canada,  until  the 
reciprucity  treaty  was  entered  in'o. 

394 1 .  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.]  You  said  that  merchants  would  go  there  to  trade  ; 
with  whom  would  they  go  there  to  trade  ? — I  mentioned  that  they  would  go  to 
trade  there  if  we  were  admitted  in  the  Canadian  reciprocity  treaty. 

3942.  With  whom  r — The  American  people;  even  now  a  great  many  people 
come  over  to  Vancouver's  Island  from  Washington  territory  to  buy  goods, 
and,  with  enterprise,  I  have  no  doubt  myself  that  a  great  trade  could  be  done 
there,  by  taking  a  large  supply  of  British  goods,  and  supplying  the  British 
market ;  the  whalers  may  be  induced  to  come  there ;  I  know  of  my  own 
knowledge  that  they  only  want  asking  to  come,  and  they  would  winter 
there. 

3943.  You  say  that  the  only  impediment  to  it  is  the  want  of  proper  courts  of 
justice? — No,  I  do  not  say  that  at  all;  the  only  impediment  is  the  rule  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  even  if  they  were  to  have  proper  courts  of  justice  they 
would  not  settle  under  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company;  there  would  be  the  same 
drawback  as  ever. 

3944.  Mr.  /.  H.  Gurnty]  \  on  say  that  the  whalers  only  want  asking  to 
induce  them  to  come;  will  you  explain  that  point  a  little  more  in  detail? — 
i  happened  to  be  the  fellow  passenger  of  one  of  the  proprietors  of  a  large  fleet 
of  whalers,  and  he  was  seriously  thinking  himself,  instead  of  sending  the  vessels 
to  the  Sandwich  Islands  or  San  Francisco,  of  sending  them  there  ;  he  said  that 
there  were  not  the  same  inducements  to  the  sailors  to  run  away. 

394.5.  What  prevented  his  doing  so? — From  the  fact  that  he  did  not  think  they 
would  be  able  to  obtain  supplies  at  present  from  the  settlers. 

3946.  That  is  to  say,  that  the  number  of  settlers  was  not  sufficient  to  raise 
the  requisite  supply?  —  Not  sufficient  to  raise  the  quantity  of  provisions  necessary 
to  supply  a  hundred  sail  of  whalers. 

3947.  With 
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3947.  With  regard  to  the  discovery  of  g'old  at  Thompson's  River,  are  you  Mr.  J.  Cooper. 
aware  when  that  took  place?— It  has  been  discovered  now  probably  18  months.  — 

3948.  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  of  the  number  of  miners  who  21  May  1857. 
are  now  settled  there  ?— None  at  all ;  it  is  at  Fort  Colville  where  the  gold  is 
discovered  ;  not  at  Thompson's  River. 

3fH9-  ^^^-  l^dward  Ellice.]  It  is  an  American  lerritory,  is  it  not  ?  — It  is  in  both 
American  territory  and  British  territory ;  the  further  north  they  go  the  better 
the  diggings  are. 

3950.  Mr.  J.  H.  GurneyJ]  Therefore  there  are  those  miners  in  the  British 
territory  as  well  as  in  the  American  territory  ? — Yes. 

3051.  Mr.  Edward  JEllice.^  How  do  you  knou  that? —From  people  who  have 
been  there. 

3952.  Are  there  miners  in  the  Thompson's  River  district,  the  British  terri- 
tory ? — Yes. 

3953.  Americans? — Both  .Americans  and  British.  Wherever  there  is  gold 
there  is  a  rush  of  people. 

39,'")4.  Mr.  J.  H.  Gvrney^  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  officers  have  held  any  communication  of  any  description  with  those 
miners  who  are  located  in  the  British  territoiy ;  whether  they  have  taken  any 
cognisance  of  their  settling  there,  either  favourably  or  the  reverse? — jNo,  1  do 
not  know  that  they  have.  It  would  be  impossible  to  take  any  measures  to 
prevent  their  going  there ;  it  would  require  a  large  force  to  turn  them  away ; 
and  if  pold  is  discovered  there,  there  will  be  as  great  a  rush  to  that  country  as 
to  California. 

3955.  Mr.  Edward  El/ice.'}  If  you  look  at  the  map  you  will  see  that  Fort 
Colville  is  not  on  Thompson's  River? — I  am  aware  of  that;  it  is  on  the 
Columbia  River. 

3956.  Where  did  you  say  that  the  gold  was  on  Thompson's  River? — I  did  not 
say  that  it  was  on  Thompson's  River ;  I  said  that  it  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Fort  Colville. 

3957.  Fort  Colville  is  in  American  territory,  is  it  not? — The  old  Fort  Colville 
is ;  bui  the  new  Fort  Colville  is  in  the  British  territory. 

3958.  Do  you  know  that  the  (jold  seekers  have  crossed  the  boundary  to  the 
north  and  gone  towards  Thompson's  River  ?- Yes,  they  have  gone  here  and 
there ;  wherever  gold  is  to  be  found  there  you  will  find  the  people. 

3959.  Do  you  know  that  they  are  north  of  the  boundary? — I  say  they  are 
north  of  the  49th  parallel 

3960.  Where  do  you  derive  that  information  ?  —From  people  who  have  actually 
returned  from  there  during  the  last  winter  before  I  left. 

3g6i.  What  were  those  people;  were  they  Americans? — No,  they  were  English' 
people. 

3962.  Were  they  in  the  employment  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — No, 
they  were  settlers  like  myself  who  had  been  there. 

3963.  feettlers  where  r — In  Vancouver's  Island. 

3964.  Had  they  returned  to  Vancouver's  Island  ? — They  had  before  I  left. 
31^65.  By  what  route  did  they  come  to  Vancouver's  Island? — They  came  down 

the  Columbia  and  passed  over  the  portage. 

3966.  Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney.l  With  reference  to  the  fisheries  in  the  Straits,  what 
are  the  fish  caught  there  ? — Salmon. 

3967.  Ihe  same  as  in  the  River  Fraser?— Yes. 

3968.  You  mentioned  that  in  Vancouver's  Island  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
broken  ground.  What  did  you  intend  to  convey  by  the  term  "  broken  ground"  ? 
— That  some  of  it  is  mountainous. 

3969.  Rocks  rising  up  ?— 'i  here  are  some  rocks  there. 

3970.  But  not  to  any  extent  to  prevent  agriculture  when  the  land  is  cleared? 
—In  some   places  there   are   very  large    tracts   of  country   without  any  rock 

at  all.  '  •  1      1  • 

3971.  Are  the  present  settlers  scattered  over  the  whole  of  the  island,  or  prm- 
cipaJly  confined  to  the  southern  portion  of  it  ?— They  are  confined  to  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Victoria. 

3972.  What  is  the  greatest  distance  from  Victoria  where  there  is  any  agricul- 
tural settlement  at  present.?— About  20  miles  ;  that  is  only  one  instance  ;  there 
is  one  family  about  20  miles  off ;  the  others  are  not  more  than  six  or   seven 

nailes.  ^      _,, 

o.2i^Sess.  2.  ■  c  c  4  3973.  The 
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Mr.  /.  Cooper.         3973-  The  furs  which  are  obtained  in  Vancouver'slsland  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 

Company  are  obtained  of  course  from   the  Indians? — Yes;  very  few  furs  are 

21  May  1857.     caught  upon  Vancouver's  Island. 

3974.  What  there  are,  are  probably  chiefly  from  the  northern  portion  r — 
From  the  coast  and  from  the  main  land. 

3975.  Viscount  Goderich.]  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  practically  pay  their  servants  to  a  great  extent  in  goods  ? — They  do. 

397^).  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Conn mittee  a  little  more  fully 
than  you  have  previously  done,  what  you  believe  to  be  the  reason  of  that  pro- 
ceeding?— The  want  of  cash  in  the  country,  and  also  that  if  the  Company  can 
induce  their  servants  to  take  goods  at  50  per  cent,  profit,  it  is  a  great  advantage 
to  them  that  their  servants  should  take  goods. 

3977.  They  make  a  profit,  you  conceive,  upon  them  ? — A  profit  of  50  per  cent, 
when  goods  are  sold  to  their  servants  instead  of  paying  them  money. 

3978.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Supposing  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  owe 
one  of  their  servants  100^.,  does  he  take  any  more  goods  from  tliem  in  respect 
of  that  100/.  than  he  actually  requires  for  his  own  consumption? — No,  pro- 
bably not. 

3979.  Then  T  presume  that  the  balance  is  paid  in  money  ? — Perhaps  they 
have  no  money  to  pay  it  with  out  there. 

3980.  Then  how  is  it  paid  .? — It  remains  in  their  books  on  credit. 

3981.  Upon  the  ultimate  liquidation,  what  is  done  ? — if  he  came  to  England 
of  course  he  would  be  paid. 

3982.  He  would  be  paid,  in  fact,  by  a  bill  upon  England? — He  would  be  paid 
by  a  bill  upon  England,  I  suppose,  which  is  comparatively  useless  to  a  labouring 
man,  as  he  cannot  negotiate  it,  except,  perhaps,  at  a  great  sacrifice. 

3983.  Viscount  Goderich.}  But  he  receives  no  interest  upon  the  money 
remaining  in  their  books,  I  suppose  ? — None  at  all. 

3984.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.}  Do  you  know  that  as  a  fact  ? — I  do  ;  all  persons 
with  a  running  account  receive  no  interest. 

3985.  But  when  it  becomes  a  deposit  account,  what  is  the  case? — Their  offi- 
cers may  probably  get  3  or  4  per  cent. ;  but  we  were  speaking  more  of  the 
labouring  class,  not  of  the  officers. 

3986.  Mr.  Kinnaird.}  You  spoke  witli  regard  to  the  whaling ;  which  port 
was  it  that  was  contemplated? — Esquimault  Harbour  ;  it  lies  in  the  south- 
east. 

3987.  If  there  were  provisions,  is  it  well  adapted  for  a  whaling  station,  in 
your  opinion  ? — It  is  one  of  the  finest  harbours  in  the  world,  and  is  adapted,  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  to  their  purposes,  and  is  capable  of  affording  them  every 
facility  which  they  require. 

3988.  Was  the  Company  which  was  contemplated  to  be  carried  on  with 
English  capital  or  with  American  ? — It  was  an  American  Company  entirely;  all 
the  whalers  in  the  Pacific  are  almost  exclusively  American. 

3989.  Mr.  Gregson.]  What  is  the  depth  of  water? — Seven  and  eight  fathoms. 

3990.  Mr.  Kinnaird.}  They  would  come  there  instead  of  which  other  port  ? — 
Instead  of  going  down  south  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  or  San  Francisco,  where 
there  are  great  mducements  for  their  men  to  run  away. 

3991.  Was  there  much  communication  when  you  were  living  there  between 
San  Francisco  and  Vancouver's  Island? — No,  not  a  great  deal;  but  from  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Straits  there  was  a  communication  probably  three  times  a 
week  by  sailing  ships. 

3992.  How  long  would  a  steamer  be  going  from  San  Francisco  to  Vancouver's 
Island  ? — Two  days  and  a  half  is  the  average  passage,  sea-going  ships. 

3993.  Do  you  suppose  that  if  great  facilities  were  given  a  stream  of  emigration 
might  grow  from  San  Francisco  direct  there  i — It  is  only  matter  of  opinion,  but 
that  is  the  opinion  of  a  great  many  people  to  whom  I  have  spoken  upon  that 
subject;  of  course  there  is  nothing  positive  about  it  until  the  result  is  proved. 

3994.  Mr.  Gregson.}  No  parties  have  come  from  San  Francisco  as  yet? — 
Not  to  remain  ;  we  had  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Swanston,  who  came;  he  left. 

3995.  Mr.  Christy.}  With  reference  to  the  land  which  is  disposed  of  to  the 
settlers  in  Vancouver's  Island,  is  it  given  to  the  settlers  upon  application  without 
any  difficulty  ? — In  some  instances  it  is,  but  not  all. 

3996.  Are  you  aware  that  any  application  has  been  made  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  for  land  which  has  been  refused? — Yes. 

3997.  On 
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3997-  On  what  ground  ?— Unless  they  would  comply  with  the  prospectus  of     Mv.  J.  Cooper. 

the  Company  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  take  out  so  many  men'for  every  hundred  acres.        

There  was  a  servant  of  the  first  Governor  a|)point€d  to  the  colony  since  it  was     ■■'.?  May  18,57. 
declared  a  colony,  Mr.  Blanchard ;  when  he  left  l^is  servant  wished  to  go  out 
there  again  ;  they  would  not  allow  him  to  go  unless  he  would  take  out  so  many 
men  for  his  land,  according  to  the  prospectus  of  the  colony. 

3998.  Are  there  any  reservations  of  land  ?— There  have  been,  but  I  believe 
under  late  regulations  they  were  dispensed  with ;  for  instance,  there  were  a 
clergy  reserve  and  a  school  reserve,  but  I  think  that  lately,  finding  that  they 
would  not  answer,  they  have  been  thrown  open  to  sale. 

3999.  How  lately  do  you  suppose? — Within  the  last  12  months,  I  think. 

4000.  Mr.  Edward EUice^  All  these  regulations  are  under  the  Colonial  Office, 
are  they  not  ? — I  believe  so. 

4001.  Mr.  Kmmiird.]  Had  you  many  schools  there  for  the  benefit  of  the 
natives  ?—  Not  one, for  the  benefit  of  the  natives. 

40u2.  How  many  were  there  for  the  Europeans  ? — Two. 

4003.  What  was  the  character  of  the  schools;  were  they  well  conducted  ?— 
They  were  well  conducted  schools  ;  three  young  men  who  had  been  sent  out 
from  this  country  conducted  them. 

4(04.  Mr.  Grogan  J  Sent  out  by  whom  ? — By  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
but  on  account  of  the  colonial  expenises,  to  be  paid,  of  course,  by  the  Colonial 
Fund. 

4005.  Are  there  any  schools  for  the  education  of  the  Indians  ? — Not 
one. 

4006.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  And  is  there  nothing  done  for  the  Indians  ? — Nothing 
at  all  is  done  ;  there  has  been  no  attempt  at  civilisation  at  all. 

4007.  Or  at  Christianising? — Nothing  at  all. 

4008.  Mr.  Grogtm,^  You  said  that  the  Indians  resided  on  the  sea  coast ;  do 
they  generally  reside  in  villages  on  the  coast  ? — Yes  ;  each  tribe  has  a  village  of 
its  own.  '  ' 

4009.  They  are  not  scattered  abroad  in  the  country  ? — No.  *■' 

4010.  Then  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  establishing  schools  and  churclies 
for  them,  if  it  were  thought  right  ? — None. 

4011.  But  no  steps  for  that  purpose  have  been  taken? — No;  except,  as  I 
mentioned  before,  that  one  or  two  Roman-catholic  priests  have  been  amongst 
them. 

4012.  Have  any  chapels  been  erected? — The  Roman-catholics  have  one 
chapel. 

4013.  W^here?— In  Victoria. 

40 1 4..  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  At  Nanaimo,  at  the  coal-minp,  there  is  a  large 
tract  of  country,  I  believe,  taken  up  by  members  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? 
— Yes,  by  the  coal  company. 

40 15.  How  many  acres?— Some  2,000,  I  believe. 

40 If).  Has  a  settler  been  sent  out  for  every  20  acres  of  that  2,000  acres  ? — 
No,  decidedly  not. 

401 7.  Has  that  land  been  paid  for  ? — I  believe  it  has. 

4018.  Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  money  goes  to  the  Colonial  Fund? — Yes. 

461 9.  How  is  that  money  expended  ? — The  monev  that  has  been  expended  of 
the  colonial  funds  has  been  expended  in  making  roads  and  bridges,  and  building 
a  church,  and  establishing  schools. 

4020.  You  say  roads  and  bridges:  where  have  the  bridges  been  made? — 
There  is  one  across  Victoria  Harbour. 

402 1 .  From  what  point  to  what  point  ? — From  the  town  site,  on  the  Victoria 
side,  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbour. 

4022.  To  the  Indian  village  ? — To  the  Indian  village. 

4023.  At  what  cost  was  that  made  ? — About  1,000  I. 

4024.  Do  you  consider  that  a  large  amount  of  money  to  be  expended  on  one 
bridge,  or  a  small  amount  of  money  ?— I  consider  it  a  large  amount  of  money  to 
be  expended  on  one  particular  structure^  although  in  itself  it  is  useful. 

4025.  Was  there  no  other  point  on  that  arm  of  the  bay  across  which  a  bridge 
cpuld  have  been  constructed  at  a  much  smaller  expense? — There  were  three  at 
least,  and  one  in  particular. 

4026.  Where  is  that  one?— At  the  Gorge. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  D  D  4027.  That 
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Mr.  J.  Cooper.         4027.  That  is  how  far  from  the  town  ? — About  a  mile  and  a  half. 

40.: 8.  By  making  a  bridge  across  from  the  town  to  the  Indian  village  was  the 

21  May  1857.      distance  much  shortened? — No  ;  I  do  not  think  so  ;  not  any, 

4029.  Where  did  the  road  lead  to  that  crossed  that  bridge  ?— It  will  be, 
eventually,  the  trunk  road  into  the  interior. 

4030.  What  settlements  are  there  in  the  interior?  -  There  are  no  settlements 
at  present ;  only  one  or  two  squatted  farms,  such  as  the  Esquimault  farm.     ' 

4031.  The  Esquimault  farm  at  the  head  of  Esquimault  Bay  ?-— Yes  ;  that  is 
the  direct  road  to  it. 

4032.  Was  there  a  road  up  to  Esquimault  farm? — Not  before  that. 

4033.  Are  there  any  settlements  beyond  Esquimault  farm? — Yes. 

4034.  Where  ?— One  at  Herbert  Head  ;  one  at  Metchosen,  and  one  at  Sooke. 

4035.  Is  there  a  road  to  Metchosen  and  a  road  to  Sooke  ? — One  road  takes 
them  all. 

4036.  Is  it  a  road  on  which  carriages  can  go  r — Part  of  the  way  ;  but  there 
are  a  great  many  obstructions  in  the  way  at  present,  such  as  gullies  and  the 
want  of  bridges. 

4037.  So  that  1,000/.  was  expended  on  one  bridge,  and  places  where  bridges 
were  required  on  the  road  were  left  without  ?— Yes. 
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The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Honourable  William  Henry  Draper,  c.  b.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Hon.  4038.  Chairman^   WHAT  situation  do  you  hold  in  Canada? — I  am  Chief 

W.Ii.  Draper,  c.-B.  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Upper  Canada. 

—  4'-';)9-  How  long  have  you  held  that  situation  ? — I  have  held   the  oflBce  of 

28  May  1857.      Chief  Justice  a  little  more  than  a  year,  but  I  have  been  upon  the  Bench  of 
Upper  Canada  for  nearly  10  years, 

4040.  What  other  public  situations  have  you  held  in  Canada  ? — I  was  appointed 
to  the  Executive  Council  of  Upper  Canada  in  the  year  1836.  I  was  appointed 
Solicitor-general  of  U I iper  Canada  in  1837.  I  was  appointed  Attorney-general 
of  Upper  Canada  in  1840.  I  held  that  office  until  some  time  in  the  latter  part 
of  1 842  ;  I  was  re-appointed  in  1 844,  and  I  continued  to  be  Attorney-general  from 
that  time  until  I  was  appointed  to  the  Bench. 

4041 .  How  long  have  you  been  resident  in  Canada  ? — I  landed  in  Quebec  on 
the  16th  or  17th  of  May  1820  ;  I  have  been  a  continual  resident  in  Canada  since 
that  period. 

4042.  Under  what  circumstances  are  you  now  visiting  this  country  ? — I  was 
requested  by  the  Government  of  Canada,  through  the  medium  of  two  of  its 
members,  to  undertake  the  duty  of  coming  to  England  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  the  investigation  which,  it  had  been  communicated  to  them,  was  to 
take  place  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  with  the  view  of 
pressing  whenever  I  deemed  it  necessary  for  the  interests  of  the  province,  cei-- 
tain  views  which  the  Government  of  the  province  adopted  in  reference  to  their 
rights  and  interests  in  this  question,     I  had  written  instructions  from  the 

Government 
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Government  of  Canada  to  that  effect,  which  I  can  lay  before  the  Committee,  H.i... 

if  they  desire  it.     They  were  communicated  to  me  through  the  provincial    W.  H.  Draper,  c.n. 

secretary,  and  emanating  from  the  Government,  giving  me  general  directions        

what  I  was  to  do.  28  May  1857. 

4043.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  As  before  this  Committee? — In  coming  to 
England  ;  generally  pressing  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  views  of  the 
Government  of  Canada,  as  well  as  attending  before  the  Committee  from  time 
to  time  to  watch  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  and  what  is  going  on. 

4044.  Chairman.']  Have  you  any  objection  to  put  in  those  instructions? — As 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  should  rather,  in  that  respect,  look  to  you,  sir,  as  the 
representative  of  the  colonies  ;  and  if  you  see  no  impropriety  in  their  being  put 
in,  I  have  no  objection  personally  whatever.  I  do  not  consider  myself  respon- 
sible for  their  production ;  I  leave  that  to  you  ;  but  I  am  ready  to  produce 
them  if  desired. 

4045.  If  you  see  no  objection,  I  do  not  apprehend  there  can  be  any,  and  you 
will  therefore  have  the  goodness  to  put  them  in  ? — I  will  send  for  them. 

4046.  In  point  of  fact,  you  came  over  in  consequence  of  a  despatch  which  I 
wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Canada,  comnauni  eating  to  the  Governor  the  intention 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  propose  to  the  House  of  .Commons  to  appoint 
this  Committee  ? — I  presume  so,  but  I  have  no  special  knowledge  of  that  par- 
ticular fact ;  I  have  understood  that  such  a  letter  was  written. 

4047.  Did  not  you  see  the  despatch  ?  —  I  have  never  seen  it. 

4048.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  But  you  were  instructed  by  the  Government 
there  to  come  to  England  r — Yes  ;  not  for  the  purpose,  let  me  be  understood, 
of  attending  and  doing  what  I  am  now  doing,  namely,  giving  evidence  ;  I 
received  no  instructions  to  that  effect. 

4049.  Chairman.]  I  see  that  the  language  used  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Executive  Council  which  was  appointed  to  consider  this  question,  is  "  The 
Committee  of  Council  have  read  with  great  satisfaction  the  despatch  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  of  the  4th  of  December  last,  on  the  subject 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  occupation  of  the  great  north-west  territ0|jpf 
America."  They  subsequently  state,  "  The  Committee  are  most  anxious  fnat 
Canadian  interests  should  be  properly  represented  before  the  proposed  ('om- 
mittee  of  The  House,  and  that  opportunity  should  be  afforded  for  carefully  and 
closely  watching  any  evidence  that  may  be  adduced  before  that  body,  and  they 
vdll  take  the  earliest  occasion  of  suggesting  to  your  Excellency  the  manner  in 
which  they  conceive  this  can  be  best  accomplished."  Subseqaently  to  that,  I 
think,  they  requested  you  to  come  over  ?^It  was  exactly  so,  and  the  instruc- 
tions involve  very  little  more  than  what  you  have  just  read.  I  have  not  been 
authorised  by  any  instruction  which  I  have  received  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee as  a  witness. 

4050.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Was  this  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  Canada  communicated  to  you  before  you  came  to  this 
country  ? — That  report  was  not  officially  communicated  to  me. 

4051.  Was  it  in  your  possession? — Nor  was  it  in  my  possession.  I  have 
never  had  it  in  my  possession  at  all.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying 
that  I  was  ignorant  of  it,  but  I  had  no  official  communication  of  it. 

4052.  Mr.  Christy.'}  Did  they  limit  you  in  any  evidence  which  you  might 
give,  or  any  course  which  you  might  take  ? — I  am  rather  sorry  to  say  that 
they  gave  me  too  unlimited  a  discretion,  one  which,  since  I  have  been  in 
England,  I  have  been  continually  urging  upon  them  to  limit  by  more  express 
and  defined  instructions. 

4053.  Then  they  left  the  whole  course  to  your  own  discretion? — Very  much 
indeed.  Very  much  more  so  than  I  should  have  desired,  or  than  I  would  have 
undertaken,  had  time  permitted  for  an  investigation  into  it. 

4054.  Chairman]  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  any  portion  of  the 
territory  belonging  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?  — I  have  not ;  I  have  never 
been  nearer  to  it  than  the  eastern  portion  of  Lake  Superior. 

4055.  In  what  manner  do  you  conceive  that  the  inquiry  before  this  Com- 
mittee particularly  affects  the  interests  of  Canada? — First,  very  materially 
with  regard  to  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  true  boundary  of  Canada.  1  may 
say,  secondly,  with  regard  to  the  deep  interest  that  the  people  of  Canada  have, 
that  that  territory  should  be  maintained  as  a  British  possession.  I  may  say, 
thirdly,  because  the  people  of  Canada  look  to  it  as  a  country  into  which  they 
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Hon.  ought  to  be  permitted  to  extend  their  settlements.     Those  three  points  I  think 

W.  II.' Draper,  c.B.  vpould  involve  all  that  I  could  say  upon  that  subject. 

~7r      \'  4('56.  Taking  the  points  in  the  order  in  which  you  have  mentioned  them ; 

•i  ay  1  57-  firgt  of  all,  with  regard  to  the  question  of  the  limits  of  the  province  of  Canada, 
are  there  any  statements  which  you  wish  to  lay  before  the  Committee  on 
that  head  ? — I  should  say  with  regard  to  that  point  that  the  view  which  is  taken, 
be  it  sound  or  unsound,  is  this  :  at  present  it  is  understood  by  us  that  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  claim  as  a  legal  right,  all  the  land  which  is  drained  by 
any  streams,  no  matter  how  remote  their  sources  may  be,  which  flow  into 
either  the  Hudson's  Bay  btraits,  or  Hudson's  Bay.  We  consider  that  that  is 
an  ill-founded  claim,  principally  upon  this  ground,  that  it  is  a  claim  of  which 
we  can  find  no  trace  until  a  very  modern  period,  and  is  quite  inconsistent  with 
the  claims  advanced  by  that  Company  for  nearly  a  century  and  a  half.  To 
pave  time  I  have  prepared  extracts  from  various  documents,  emanating  from 
the  Company  themselves,  with  snme  few  other  documents  ;  it  is  a  paper  which  it 
would  save  a  great  deal  of  time  to  put  in,  because  I  can  give  every  place  where 
the  extracts  are  taken  from,  and  therefore  reference  to  the  original  documents 
can  ;;lway  be  had.  I  would  also  desire  to  say  that  in  every  extract  which  I 
have  made,  I  have  made  it  a  complete  extract  of  all  that  is  stated  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  if  it  involves  anything  favourable  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  it 
will  be  found  in  those  portions  of  which  1  have  made  the  extract. 

4057.  Are  those  extracts  made  from  documents  which  are  accessible  to  every- 
body ? — I  believe  I  may  say  every  one ;  1  think  so  ;  easily  accessible. 

4058.  Sir  Jolni  Pakington.]  They  specify  of  course  in  every  case  what  they 
Vide  Appendix,    are? — Yes.     {The  Witness  delivered  in  the  Paper.) 

4059.  Chairman.]  Upon  this  question  of  the  boundaries  of  the  colony, 
passing  by  for  the  moment  to  the  question  of  legality,  will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  you  think  it  would  be  for  the  interest 
of  the  colony  of  Canada,  to  do  with  regard  to  boundaries? — The  first  point 
which  we  should  desire  I  think  with  regard  to  the  interests  of  Canada,  would 
be  to  obtain  a  determination  of  what  our  boundaries  actually  are;  knowing 
that  we  are  then  in  a  better  position  to  state  whether  we  desire  to  go  beyond 
them,  and  if  so,  for  what  purposes  and  to  what  extent. 

4060.  Will  you  favour  us  with  your  individual  opinion  of  what  it  would  be 
for  the  advantage  of  Canada  to  have  as  boundaries  ;  how  far  you  would  extend 
them  ?—  I  should  myself  propose,  if  1  were  making  a  proposition  upon  a  subject 
of  that  sort,  that  Canada  should  have  in  the  first  place  a  free  right  to  explore 
and  survey,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  capabilities  of  the  country  ;  in  the  second 
place,  to  open  communication  roads  in  the  manner  pursued  in  that  countr}',  by 
putting  settlers  on  each  side  of  them  with  free  grants,  which  in  the  course  of 
a  comparatively  short  period  of  time,  facilitates  the  intercourse  with  those 
portions  of  the  country  which  hitherto  have  been  inaccessible,  or  very  difficult 
of  access  by  persons  going  to  settle  ;  in  the  next  place  I  should  propose  that 
Canada  should  be  permitted  to  lay  out  townships,  and  that  as  fast  as  she  did 
actually  lay  them  out  and  settle  them,  those  portions  of  the  territory  so  settled 
should  become  incorporated  with  and  form  part  of  the  province  ;  I  would  limit 
it  under  all  circumstances  and  at  any  distant  period  by  the  Rocky  Mountains; 
I  should  never  dream  of  pushing  beyond  them. 

4061.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Would  you  claim  that  right  of  survey  without 
any  limit,  except  the  Rocky  Mountains  r — Yes. 

4062.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  that  at  present  Canada  could  conveniently 
or  efficiently  govern  and  manage  the  whole  of  that  vast  territory  to  the  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  which  belongs  to  British  North  America  ? — If  you  say  at 
this  moment,  1  shall  be  obliged  to  answer  in  the  negative,  because  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  our  communications  are  not  opened  ;  we  have  not  yet  established 
the  prospect  of  opening  them  ;  and  to  undertake  to  govern  a  country  which 
we  do  not  know  that  we  can  get  at,  would  be  a  rash  and  unwise  step,  which  I 
think  no  one  would  ever  think  of  taking.  That  is  why  I  premise  that  we 
should  desire  to  survey  and  explore  before  we  do  anything  else.  When  we 
speak  of  governing  the  whole  of  that  country  it  involves  the  consideration 
that,  unless  the  country  be  put  under  an  efficient  government  of  some  sort,  we 
entertain  (I  speak  for  myself  individually,  but  1  believe  I  am  speaking  the 
sentiments  of  large  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada)  a  very  serious  ap- 
prehension 
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prehension  that  if  something  is  not  done  that  territory  will  in  some  way  or  ^°"- 

another  cease  to  be  British  territory  ;  and  upon  that  point  they  feel  an  extreme      ^    ^    ^''^'^''' ^'"^ 
anxiety.     Any  one  looking  at  the  map  can  see  that  the  effect  of  that  would  be      ,^g  j^     ^^ 
to  cut  oif  a  portion  of  the  British  Empire  from  all  possible  communication  with  ^^     ' 

the  Pacific  ;  and  therefore  they  look  at  it  with  extreme  anxiety,  and  it  is  with 
the  -view  of  insuring,  which  they  think  they  could  more  effectually  do  than  any 
one  else,  the  maintenance  of  British  authority  within  those  possessions,  that  they 
entertain  the  views  which  I  have  just  stated,  and  which  I  myself  entertain  and 
advocate. 

4063.  I  presume,  from  the  answer  you  have  just  given,  that  the  point  to  which 
you  would  attach  the  greatest  importance  is,  that  all  that  country  which 
borders  upon  the  territory  of  the  United  States  should  be  settled  as  speedily  as 
circumstances  will  admit  of,  and  effectually  protected?— Certainly  I  mean  that; 
and  I  wish  to  call  attention,  in  addition  to  this  particular  consideration,  that  the 
notural  outlet  of  that  country  appears  rather  to  be  into  tlie  United  States,  and 
that  therefore  it  becomes  a  large  consideration,  in  order  to  open  communications 
with  Canada,  that  Canada  should  have  a  direct  interest  which  would  induce  her 
to  apply  her  resources  to  that  particular  view. 

4064.  Take,  for  instance,  the  Red  River  Settlement,  do  you  believe  that  it 
would  be  possible  for  Canada  at  once  to  undertake  the  duty,  and  incur  the  charge 
and  expense  of  managing  and  governing  that  country? — Expressing  my  own 
opinion,  I  say  distinctly  not  at  present.  I  think  it  would  be  necessary,  until 
the  settlements  which  I  have  projected  could  be  carried  into  effect,  that  an  ad 
interim  provision  for  the  government  of  that  country  should  be  made. 

406,5.  Supposing  it  were  thought  desirable  to  govern  that  country  as  a  British 
colony  directly,  and  that  arrangements  were  made  with  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  by  which  that  could  be  done,  'do  you  think  it  would  be  essential  that 
that  country  should  be  connected  with  Canada,  or  would  it  not  answer  even 
Canadian  purposes  equally  as  well  if  it  were  a  British  colony  in  some  other  form  ? 
— If  it  is  ascertained  to  be  a  settled  point  that  no  really  available  communication 
for  commercial  purposes  can  be  made  between  Canada  and  that  settlemeiit,  if 
nature  has  interposed  an  insuperable  barrier,  then,  of  course,  we  must  yiield. 
But  assuming  tiiat  there  is  no  such  insuperable  barrier,  then  I  think  that  when 
once  we  have  made  this  a  continuous  range  of  settlements  from  Canada  to  the 
Red  River  Settlement,  it  can  be  better  governed  as  a  British  possession,  forming 
part  of  Canada,  than  in  any  other  way.  I  believe  that,  to  facilitate  that  object, 
Canada  would  be  ready  at  once  to  permit  exports  through  her  territories,  even 
while  she  was  carrying  on  the  roads  ;  that  she  would  be  quite  willing  to  relieve 
all  imports  into  that  country  from  duty,  to  enable  them  to  raise  a  temporary 
revenue  for  that  very  purpose. 

4066.  At  present,  would  it  be  possible  or  convenient  for  Canadian  institutions 
to  be  introduced  into  the  Red  River  Settlement,  and  for  representatives  of  that 
settlement  to  attend  the  Canadian  Legislature  ? — In  my  own  judgment,  I  should 
not  propose  that,  until  such  time  as  the  settlements  from  the  north-western  portion 
of  Canada  were  extended  to  the  Red  River  Settlement ;  I  look  upon  it  as  a 
temporary  proceeding,  and  that  the  representative  institutions  of  Canada  should 
extend  just  as  far,  and  no  further,  as  her  actual  settlements  extend.  I  think  that 
in  proportion  as  those  settlements  can  be  extended,  the  institutions  which  we 
have,  should  be  extended  over  those  portions  of  countries  so  settled. 

4067.  With  the  present  limits  of  Canada,  has  any  practical  inconvenience 
been  found  from  the  want  of  being  able  to  extend  the  settlements  as  fast  as 
the  population  was  ready  to  go  there  ? — I  believe  that  the  government  at  this 
moment  have  very  little  land  indeed  lying  between  the  three  great  lakes  for 
disposition. 

4068.  Do  you  believe  that  the  fact  of  this  territory  being  under  the  government 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  prevented  any  settlements  from  Canada  that 
otherwise  would  have  been  made  there  ?^It  is  difficult  to  answer  that  question, 
except  by  assuming  that  people  who  have  left  Canada  to  go  to  tbe  territory  of 
Minesota,  or  who  are  about  leaving  it  for  that  purpose,  would  have  gone  perhaps 
as  readily  to  the  valley  of  the  Saskatchewan  if  it  had  been  thrown  open  for 
settlement ;  it  is  an  assumption  ;  I  cannot  speak  of  it  as  a  fact. 

4069.  Are  you  inclined  to  entertain  that  opinion  yourself.^ — I  can  myself 
only  refer  to  the  contemplated  emigration  from  the  Glengarry  country,  where 
the  Scotch  Highlanders  settled  a  great  many  years  ago,  and  where  the  soil  and 
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Hon.  climate  are  somewhat  unfavourable ;  from  that  or  from  some  other  cause,  which 

tf.H.  Draper,  c.B.  I  am  nut  able  to  suggest,  because  I  do  not  know  it,  I  am  informed  that  there  is 

28  Ma     8-7       ^^  emigration  proposed  which  is  going  to  the  territory  of  Minesota  from  that 

ay  1  57-      country,  and  I  think  we  are  losing  some  fine  hardy  valuable  settlers  from  that 

cause. 

4070.  If  that  territory  to  which  you  have  referred  were  annexed  in  some  form 
or  other  to  Canada  at  once,  in  what  manner  would  you  propose  to  administer  its 
government?— I  have  not  digested  the  matter  very  much  in  my  own  mind  ;  but, 
throwing  it  out  as  a  rough  suggestion,  i  should  suppose  tliat  it  must  be  by  a 
governor  and  council,  with  legislative  powers  suited  to  the  immediate  necessities 
of  the  colony,  and  that  that  council  being  appointed  by  the  Crown  (assuming 
as  a  point  of  policy  that  the  territory  is  to  become  Canadian  hereafter)  should 
at  all  events  partially  be  composed  of  persons  having  an  interest  in  or  connexion 
with  the  province  of  Canada. 

4071.  You  would  govern  it  in  some  degree  as  a  territory? — Precisely  so  ;  by 
a  governor  in  council,  with  certain  legislative  powers,  until  you  could  extend  the 
right  of  sending  Members  to  the  Canadian  Legislature,  an  extension  which  I 
should  conceive  desirable  at  the  very  earliest  practicable  moment. 

4072.  Do  you  not  anticipate  the  possibility  that,  supposing  those  settlements 
to  flourish  or  become  considerable,  the  distance  of  that  country  from  Canada 
would  make  the  inhabitants  desire  rather  to  have  a  colony  of  their  own  and  a 
settled  government  than  to  be  an  appendage  to  a  government  so  far  distant  from 
them  ? — I  should  say  that  they  would  be  an  integral  part  of  it,  and  not  an 
appendage,  when  the  idea  which  I  have  suggested  was  carried  out ;  then  it  would 
be  a  mere  question  of  convenience  of  communication  from  one  portion  of  that 
province  to  the  other,  or  to  the  seat  of  government. 

4073.  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  any  objection  to  postpone  the  question 
of  the  annexation  or  non-annexation  of  this  territory  to  Canada  until  the  period 
when  circumstances  should  show  that  that  degree  of  interval  between  the  two 
countries  had  been  fiUed  up  by  settlers,  and  what  were  the  wishes  and  feelings 
of  the  colonists  themselves  ? — If  Canada  is  to  be  at  the  expense  of  survey,  and 
the  expense  of  settlement,  which  was  a  matter  involved  in  my  proposition,  then 
as  a  matter  of  course  it  would  not  be  considered  right,  I  suppose,  for  the 
Canadians  to  incur  the  expense  of  settling  the  country  for  the  benefit  of  an 
independent  portion  of  the  Queen's  dominions. 

4074.  Supposing  Canada  were  not  put  to  that  expense,  would  it  alter  the 
question  ? — It  would  alter  the  question  only  to  this  extent ;  if  there  were  another 
mode  of  communication  (I  do  not  mean,  of  course,  through  the  United  States),  by 
which  that  colony  could  be  approached  from  Europe,  and  by  which  commercial 
intercourse  could  be  conducted,  that  which  in  my  mind  presents  the  greatest 
difficulty  would  of  course  be  removed ;  but  at  present,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  I 
think  the  obstacles  to  getting  into  that  country  in  any  other  way  excepting  from 
Canada  (excluding  the  United  States),  are  greater  than  they  will  be  found  upon 
examination  to  be  getting  at  it  through  Canada ;  and  if  you  will  bear  with  me 
for  a  moment  I  will  give  very  generally  and  briefly  my  reasons  for  that  conclu- 
sion. Of  course  I  caimot  pretend  to  question  the  opinions  of  those  who  having 
travelled  through  the  country  must  have  had  better  opportunities  of  judging 
than  I  have  had  of  the  facility  or  difficulty  of  communication,  but  I  would 
take  the  liberty  of  making  this  observation,  that  the  French  conducted  all  their 
trade  with  that  country  not  only  through  the  particular  portion  of  it  now 
considered  to  be  almost  impassable,  but  also  the  whole  way  up  the  River  Ottawa, 
at  a  time  when  there  was  not  a  single  settler  above  the  falls  of  Chaudiere. 
I  have  a  map,  although  I  have  not  it  with  me,  showing  the  number  of  townships 
laid  out  on  the  Lower  Canada  side  of  that  river,  extending  to  within  a 
comparatively  very  short  distance  of  Lake  Nipissing.  Now  the  difficulties  of 
travelling  up  that  river,  instead  of  being  what  they  used  to  be,  when  there  was 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  of  any  kind,  are  lessening  every  year.  The 
Canadian  Government,  at  this  very  moment,  have  a  party  employed  in  sur- 
veying, with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  that  river ;  so  that 
the  difficulty  would  be  reduced  to  the  difficulty  between  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior  (the  western  portion  of  it)  and 'the  Red  River  Settlement.  Even, 
supposing  the  Ottawa  not  to  be  improved,  )  ou  can  go  at  present  from  Montreal 
to  Toronto  without  a  transhipment  at  all.     You  can  cross   from  Toronto,  a 

distance 
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distance  of  between  90  and  100  miles,  I  think  Pome  95  miles,  by  railway  to  a  Hon. 

port  on  Lake  Huron.     You  can  go  by  steamer  from  Lake  Huron  to  the  head  of  ff^-H.  Draper,  c. v. 

Sault  Saint  Mary.     There  is  a  canal  through  the  American  territory  there, 

passable  by  vessels  of  a  sufficient  size  to  navigate  Lake  Superior,  and  you  can      ^^  ^^J  '-^5'?- 

therefore  land  with  one  transhipment,  and  without  one  if  you  go  through  the 

Welland  Canal,  goods   shipped   at  Montreal  for   Fort   William.      When  the 

French  carried  on  their  trade  with  the  Indians,  I  think  one  of  their  forts  was 

on  the  river  Saskatchawan,  and  when  the  North-west  Company  extended  their 

settlements  to   the  westward  of  the    Rocky    Mountains,  they  took  all  their 

supplies  up  the  river  Ottawa,  against  all  the  difficulties  that  1  have  spoken  of. 

Consequently,  if  they  could  carry  on  a  profitable  trade  then,  a  trade  which  had 

to  be  carried  on  upon  men's  backs  in  every  portage  that  they  had,  I  should  think 

that  when  you  have  been  settling  u   country,  and  putting  people    on   every 

portion  of  it  which  is  capable  of  agricultural  settlement,  you  will  not  find  that 

difficulty  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  because  they  will  not  stick  to  the 

canoe  route.     To  take  the  instance  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  subject  to  one 

difficulty  which  I  will  mention,  any  one  will   see  that  there  is  a  very  much 

shorter  communication  in  point  of  distance  (whether  it  is  practicable  or  not, 

never  having  been  across  it  1  cannot  pretend  to  say,  but  I  am  not  aware  that 

it  is  impracticable),  from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  across  to  the  Red  River 

Settlement,  taking  the  chord  of  the  arc  instead  of  taking  a  long  parabolic 

arch. 

4075.  In  short,  your  opinion  seems  to  be,  that  it  would  be  both  true  policy 
for  this  country  and  just  to  the  colonists  that  any  part  of  the  territory  to  the 
eastward  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  which  could  be  broughtinto  settlement  and 
cultivation,  should  be  ultimately  added  to  the  colony  of  Canada  ? — That  is  what 
I  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying. 

4076.  I  think  you  base  that  opinion  a  good  deal  upon  the  circumstance  that 
in  your  judgment  Canada  would  always  be  the  necessary  line  of  communication, 
so  far  as  British  territory  is  concerned,  for  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  that 
colony  ? — As  I  understand  the  navigation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  Straits  to 
be  limited  to  a  very  few  months  in  the  year,  I  think  that  the  only  real  com- 
munication through  British  territory  is  necessarily  through  Canada.  I  think 
that  that  would  be  found  to  be  the  best  line  of  communication,  unless,  as 
I  have  said,  it  should  be  found  that  nature  has  interposed  insuperable  obstacles, 
which  I  do  not  believe. 

4077.  Do  you  believe  that  the  colony  would  be  disposed  to  undertake  the 
expense  of  surveying  and  settling  this  country  if  an  arrangement  of  that  kind 
was  concluded  ?  —  I  believe  that  they  would  at  once  undertake  the  survey  and 
exploration  without  any  hesitation.  Upon  the  result  of  that  would  depend, 
I  presume,  the  question  whether  they  would  Hke  to  go  any  further.  If  they 
found  that  they  could  not  communicate,  I  take  it  for  granted  they  would  not 
desire  to  take  the  country,  or  pretend  to  take  it,  when  they  could  exercise  no 
sufficient  control  over  it. 

4078.  If  the  Red  River  Settlement  were  erected  into  a  territory  in  the 
manner  which  you  propose,  as  a  sort  of  appendage  to  Canada,  do  you  believe 
that  the  Canadian  people,  or  the  Canadian  legislature,  would  be  disposed  to 
incur  any  expense  iu  the  management  of  the  Government  there  ?-— For  myself, 
I  am  so  little  connected  with  the  poUtics  of  the  country,  that  I  cannot  pro- 
nounce a  decided  opinion,  and  I  have  had  no  authority  to  speak  upon  that 

question. 

4079.  Could  they  derive  any  colonial  revenue  from  that  country  ? — Very 
little  I  presume,  in  its  present  state,  because  the  consumption  of  7,000  or 
8,000  people,  which  I  understand  to  be  the  number  of  the  population,  would 
yield  a  very  small  revenue  at  present. 

4080.  It  of  course  would  be  necessary  to  have  a  court  of  judicature  to  pro- 
tect the  country  in  some  way  ? — Of  course.  With  regard  to  that,  I  would  say 
that  this  is  not  a  new  question ;  it  is  a  question  which  was  discussed  and  con- 
sidered a  good  deal  by  a  commissioner  appointed  under  the  authority  of  the 
Government  in  the  year  1817  or  1818  ;  I  allude  to  Mr.  Coltman,  who,  together 
with  Mr.  Fletcher,  was  ajjpointed  a  commissioner  to  investigate  the  difficulties 
existing  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  North-west  Company 
before  their  coalition,  and  Mr.  Coltman  reported  some  views  upon  that  subject ; 
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Hon.  whether  they  were  ever  adopted  by  Her  Majesty's  Governmeni-,  I  have  no 

Hi',  fl. /draper,  c.B.  jjieang  of  knowing;    I  am  quite  sure  they  must  have  been  submitted.     His 
■"""  report  will  be  found  in  the  printed  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  1819. 

aj  '  57-      J  gr^j^  refer  the  Committee  to  the  exact  page  of  it. 

4081 .  At  present  in  Canada  you  have  no  trouble  with  the  Indians,  I  believe  ? 
— None  whatever. 

4082.  Are  you  at  all  apprehensive  that  the  Red  River  Settlement  might 
bring  you  in  contact  with  the  Indians  who  would  be  troublesome  ? — Not  if  the 
Indians  wei'e  justly  dealt  with. 

4083.  I  believe  there  have  been  very  disastrous  conflicts  on  the  Ainerican 
side  of  the  border,  at  no  very  great  distance  from  the  Red  River  Settlement, 
between  the  Indians  and  the  white  men  ? — There  have  been  very  disastrous 
conflicts  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  to  the  east 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ;  there  may  have  been  individual  quarrels  ;  I  will  not 
enter  into  that,  but  there  have  been  for  a  length  of  time  no  very  serious  conflicts, 
I  believe,  to  the  eastward.  To  the  westward  a  most  disastrous  war  has  been 
pending  for  a  very  considerable  length  of  time,  and  I  believe  it  is  pending  still. 
To  the  southward,  again,  a  very  long  contest  has  taken  place  from  the  determi- 
nation of  the  United  States  Government  to  turn  the  Indians  out  of  a  particular 
portion  of  the  country,  but  that  does  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  embrace  that 
portion  of  the  territory  lying  at  the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri  River. 

4084.  Supposing  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  Canada,  and  the  settlement  of 
any  part  of  the  territory  of  British  North  America  which  would  be  supposed  to 
be  adapted  for  settlement  within  any  considerable  term  of  years  that  you  could 
look  forward  to,  were  provided  for,  do  you  then  think  that  it  would  be  inconsis- 
tent with  Canadian  interests  to  leave  for  a  considerable  time  that  portion  of  the 
territory  which  manifestly  we  cannot  look  forward  to  as  being  susceptible  of 
settlement,  to  the  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  same 
manner  as  at  present  ? — Do  you  mean  with  rights  of  territorial  government,  or 
with  the  rights  of  exclusive  trade,  or  with  both  ? 

408.5.  Exactly  as  they  are  now  in  possession,  with  the  rights  which  they  now 
claim  and  have  exercised? — Those  involve  both  the  principles,  as  I  understand 
their  present  claim. 

4080.  Without  raising  the  question  of  legal  right  in  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  to  leaving  that  in  abeyance,  as  it  now  is,  would  you  object  to 
confining  them  within  a  territory  considerably  to  the  north  of  tae  line  which 
they  now  haver — The  only  difficulty  which  I  have  in  answering  that  question 
is,  that  in  giving  my  own  opinion  I  believe  that  I  should  express  an  opinion 
which  is  not  shared  in  by  a  great  many  people  in  Canada,  and  I  would  wish 
that  to  be  distinctly  understood.  M)'  own  opinion  is,  that  for  tiie  purpose  of 
preserving  peace  among  the  Indians,  and  preventing  difficulties  arising,  it  is 
of  great  importance,  for  some  time  at  all  events  (I  should  say  a  limited  time), 
that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  should  maintain  those  stations  and  that  trade 
which  they  have  hitherto  carried  on,  which  have  kept  the  Indians  at  peace. 
That  is  my  own  individual  opinion,  founded  upon  this  consideration,  that 
wherever  I  have  seen  an  instance,  as  far  as  1  have  been  able  to  read  or 
ascertain  about  it,  in  which  there  have  been  rival  traders,  it  has  had  two  effects ; 
first  of  all,  the  indiscriminate  and  unlimited  use  of  spirituous  liquors  to  draw 
the  trade,  which  is  of  itself  a  most  prejudicial  thing  to  the  Indians  ;  and 
secondly,  that  it  has  prompted  and  promoted  those  quarrels  between  rival 
traders  which  have  had  one  of  two  effects,  either  to  produce  sometimes  blood- 
shed, or  at  last  to  produce,  as  has  been  the  case  between  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  and  the  North-west  Company,  a  combination  of  interests,  wlien  the 
parties  can  only  repay  themselves  by  carrying  on  their  trade  with  the  Indians 
upon  terms  which  are  anything  but  advantageous  to  the  Indians  who  have  to 
purchase  goods  from  them. 

4087.  You  have  stated,  in  expressing  this  opinion,  that  you  believe  it  is 
not  universally  entertained  in  Canada  ? — I  do. 

4088.  Do  you  think,  however,  that  it  is  entertained  by  the  majority  of  the 
persons  in  Canada  who  have  attended  to  the  subject  ?— I  think  that  there  are, 
perhaps,  two  or  three  classes  of  people  at  the  present  moment  who  are  agitating 
this  question  in  Canada.  I  should  not  be  speaking  candidly  and  fairly  to  the 
Committee  if  I  did  not  say  that  I  think  a  very  large  portion  of  those  who  are 

most 
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most  prominent  in  that   movement   are   so  from   a  desire  to   share   in  the  Hon. 

commercial  profits  of  the  fur  trade;    I  think  that  that  is   unquestionable;  W.H.  Draper,  a. 
but  I  think  there  is  another  portion  of  them,  and  a  very  considerable  portion  ' 

too,  who  look  to  future  consequence  more   than  to  that  question,  and  who      ^^  ^^^  ^^^'^' 
are  actuat<;d  by  what  I  have  already  referred  to,  namely,  the  fear  that  if  some- 
thing is  not  done  effectually  and  promptly  that  territory  will  cease  to  be  British 
territory. 

4089.  How  far  back  do  you  think  it  would  be  desirable  to  throw  the  ft'ontier 
to  the  north  for  the  purpose  of  giving  opportunities  for  settlement  in  the  manner 
which  you  have  described  r — I  understand  by  that  question  how  far  tliere  might 
be  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  which  I  have  spoken  of  as  that  which  should  be 
reserved ;  how  far  from  the  north  it  should  extend  to  the  south,  leaving  an 
intermediate  space  in  which  there  should  be  no  such  exclusive  right,  but  which 
should  be  open  to  settlement. 

4090.  Exactly  so  ?—  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  territory  whatever ; 
all  I  know  of  it  has  been  derived  from  books  or  other  documents  which  I  have 
consulted  from  time  to  time  upon  that  subject.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that 
the  line  once  proposed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  themselves,  shortly  after 
the  peace  of  Ryswick,  would  reach  about  the  extent  of  what  would  be  the 
land  desirable  for  settlement ;  I  suppose  that  the  most  valuable  portion  of  the 
land  for  settlement  would  be  found  to  lie  in  a  parallel  of  latitude  south  of 
Norway  House ;  but  I  give  that  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  not  that  I  have 
any  personal  knowledge. 

4091 .  Where  is  Norway  House  r — At  the  head  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  about  the 
north-east  corner  of  Lake  Winnipeg;  I  do  not  desire  to  attach  any  importance 
to  my  own  answer,  because  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  country  of  a  personal 
character,  and  therefore  may  be  very  much  mistaken  as  to  its  resources  and 
capabilities  of  settlement. 

4092.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice^  In  that  answer  do  you  contemplate  including 
that  portion  of  Labrador  and  James's  Bay  ? — I  do  not  propose  carrying  the  line 
straight  through  there,  because  it  would  be  depriving  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany of  control  over  the  Indians  in  one  portion  of  the  territory  ;  I  referred  to 
the  line  proposed  to  the  Company  themselves  upon  the  negotiations  for  limits 
between  Canada  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory  shortly  after  the 
peace  of  Ryswick,  in  which  they  themselves  proposed  certain  limits,  which, 
although  they  were  not  willing  to  take,  they  nevertheless,  as  a  pis  alter,  were 
ready  to  submit  to  if  nothing  better  could  be  gained  for  them.  With  regard  to 
the  eastern  portion  of  the  territory,  the  limit  which  I  should  at  present  suggest 
would  be  rather  that  limit  which  was  proposed  under  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht, 
which  was  to  start  from  Cape  Perdrix  in  58  2°  of  latitude,  just  below  Cape  Chud- 
leigh  on  the  Labrador  coast.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  themselves  proposed  ' 
that  a  line  should  be  run  from  there  (in  one  of  the  papers  it  is  called  bQl°  and 
in  the  other  58  3°),  that  it  should  come  down  through  the  island  of  a  lake  called 
Lake  Mistassinnie,  and  from  there  in  a  south-west  direction,  extending  to 
what  they  then  required  as  the  boundary  to  be  given  to  them,  namely,  the 
49th  parallel  of  latitude  directly  through  the  continent.  Grimmington  Island, 
I  think,  was  the  name  of  the  island,  and  Cape  Perdrix  the  name  of  the  cape. 

4093.  That  proposition,  1  believe  was  not  agreed  to  ? — I  believe  nothing 
grew  out  of  it ;  it  was  propounded  to  the  French,  and  they  would  not  assent 
to  it.  (The  Witness  pointed  out  the  position  on  the  map.)  Instead  of  that,  my 
own  suggestion  would  be  that  it  should  only  come  down  in  this  direction,  and 
come  to  the  point  which  I  have  already  referred  to,  across  the  country  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

4094.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  That  would  be  your  line  to  get  to  Norway  House  ? 
— I  have  only  thought  of  it  generally.  The  line  must  leave  sufficient  space 
here,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  trade  of  St.  James's  Bay,  on  which  some 
Indians  are  settled ;  this  country  being  at  present,  I  believe,  so  far  as  white 
inhabitants  are  concerned,  wholly  unsettled. 

4095.  Still,  I  apprehend  that  your  proposed  line  would  pass  considerably 
to  the  northward  of  the  present  boundary  shown  for  Canada  on  that  map  ? — 
Yes.  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  stating  that  I  am  suggesting  merely  the  line 
suggested  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  themselves. 

4096.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  In  what  year  was  that  proposal  made;  in  1719, 
was  not  it  ? — The  proposal  that  I  speak  of  was  renewed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
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Hon.  Company  in  the  year  1750.     On  the  25th  of  July  1750,  the  Company  were 

^.H.  Draper,  c.B.  called  upon  to  lay  before  the  Lords  of  Trade  the  limits  which  they  proposed, 
and  they  replied  in  the  month  of  October  of  that  vear,  giving  the  boundary  that 
38  May  1857.      j  ^ave  just  spoken  of. 

4097.  Chairman.]  The  actual  boundaries  of  Canada  are  not  very  well  defined, 
I  believe  r — There  are  two  definitions ;  it  must  depend,  perhaps,  upon  the  legal 
construction  which  of  the  two  should  prevail ;  one  of  them  is  given  by  the 
Statute  of  1774,  the  14th  of  George  the  3d,  which  speaks  of  the  boundaries  of 
Canada  to  the  north  as  being  the  limits  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  Merchants 
Adventurers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  the  latter  boundary  is  under  the 
Statute  of  1791,  the  31st  of  the  King,  in  which,  instead  of  using  the  terms  that 
the  two  provinces  are  to  be  bounded  by  the  lands  granted  to  the  Merchants 
Adventurers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  this  form  of  expression  is  used, 
that  they  are  to  be  bounded  by  the  line  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  as  if, 
between  the  two  periods,  a  new  light  had  entered  the  minds  of  those  who  were 
drawing  up  that  Act. 

4098.  Are  you  aware  of  the  terms  used  in  the  Governor's  commission  as  to 
the  boundaries  ?— I  think  they  are  copied  from  the  Proclamation  of  1791 ;  but 
I  cannot  speak  with  certainty. 

4099.  Speaking  as  Chief  Justice,  are  you  aware  of  any  practical  incon- 
venience which  arises  from  the  present  state  of  the  want  of  legal  precision  in 
the  boundary  of  Canada  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  justice  .' — I  am 
not  aware  that  the  question  has  ever  been  raised  since  the  days  of  the  disputes 
between  Lord  Selkirk,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  the  North-west  Com- 
pany ;  there  were  difficulties  then. 

4100.  In  the  ordinary  administration  of  justice,  it  does  not  cause  any  incon- 
venience r — In  the  ordinary  administration  of  justice,  that  question  has  never 
arisen  within  my  experience,  and  I,  as  a  student,  at  the  bar,  and  on  the  bench, 
have  been  connected  with  the  profession  upwards  of  30  years.  I  never  heard 
the  question  raised  in  any  way  whatever. 

4101.  Have  you  not  some  concurrent  jurisdiction  vfith  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  in  judicial  matters  over  the  whole  of  that  territory  ? — There  are  two 
statutes  regulating  that  matter,  and  conferring  jurisdiction  upon  the  courts  of  the 
colonies  within  those  limits.  The  fi.rst  of  them  gave  jurisdiction  over  offences 
committed  within  the  Indian  territories.  The  second  was  an  explanatory  Act, 
stating  that  the  offences  committed  within  the  territory  belonging  to  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  were  included  in  the  term,  "  Indian  territories." 

4102.  I  think  you  have  stated  that  you  have  no  wish  to  go  to  the  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  ?- Only  in  one  sense.  1  hope  you  will  not  laugh  at  me  as 
very  visionary,  but  I  hope  to  see  the  time,  or  that  my  children  may  live  to  see 
the  time  when  there  is  a  railway  going  all  across  that  country  and  ending  at 
the  Pacific  ;  and  so  far  as  individual  opinion  goes,  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  the 
time  will  arrive  when  that  will  be  accomplished.  I  should  desire,  for  the  sake 
of  Canada,  that  permission  should  be  reserved  to  her  to  that  extent  only,  that 
if  she  makes  a  railway  through  her  own  portion  of  the  territory,  it  shall  go  to 
the  terminus.     That  is  merely  my  own  opinion. 

4103.  Sir  John  Pakiiigton.]  You  are  aware  that  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Committee  does  not  limit  the  western  boundary  of  Canada,  even  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  but  claims  it  up  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ?—  I  am  aware  that  that  report 
does  so. 

41 04.  Is  it  your  own  opinion  that  there  is  any  legitimate  reason  for  limiting 
the  western  boundary  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  rather  than  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ? 
— It  appears  to  me  that  the  more  natural  intercourse  from  the  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  is  to  the  seaward,  the  Pacific,  rather  than  to  come  to  the  eastward 
to  the  Atlantic,  unless  there  were  a  railroad  established. 

4105.  Chairman.]  You  have,  doubtless,  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  considered 
very  much  the  rights,  both  to  the  possession  of  the  territory  and  to  the  exclusive 
exercise  of  trade  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  have  rather  con- 
sidered the  matter  in  a  speculative  point  of  view ;  when  I  speak  of  looking  at  a 
thing  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  I  am  so  apt  to  confound  it  with  a  judicial  point 
of  view  that  1  would  rather  say  that  I  had  speculated  upon  it  than  that  I  have 
reflected  upon  it,  as  I  would  do  if  I  had  to  give  judgment  upon  it. 

4106.  Do  you  think  it  of  importance  that  the  validity  of  those  claims  should 
be  either  established  or  refuted  soon?— First  of  all,  dividing  that  question,  if 

you 
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you  vill  permit  me  with  regard  to   the   decision  of  the  boundary  between  Hon. 

Canada  and  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  it  appear  to  me  that   W.H.  Draper,  c.s. 

there  is  no  mode  in  which  we  can  commence  the  decision  of  the  whole  question, 

without  deciding  that ;  because,  assuming  that  there  is  a  portion  of  the  territory  ^^  May  1857. 
to  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  lawfully  entitled,  which  is  conceding 
the  thing  in  the  strongest  way  in  their  favour,  then  if  you  propose  to  take 
anything  away  from  them  which  really  belongs  to  them,  the  question  of 
compensation  is  the  next  question  naturally  arising.  It  is  very  important  to 
know  over  what  land  that  right  of  compensation  extends,  and  how  much  of  it 
belongs  to  Canada  over  which  it  cannot  extend.  So  that  it  seems  to  me  that 
the  foundation  of  the  inquiry  is  a  determination,  according  to  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  charter,  of  the  territorial  limits.  If  that  question  involves 
inevitably,  as  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  found  to  do,  the  consideration  as  to 
whether  it  is  valid  or  invalid  in  toto,  1  do  not  see  how  that  discussion  is  to  be 
avoided. 

4107.  In  what  way  would  you  suggest  that  that  question  could  practically  be 
brought  to  a  solution.  I  beUeve  it  has  been  agitated  more  than  once,  and  for 
a  very  great  number  of  years  ;  more  than  1 00  years  ?— I  should  subscribe  to 
the  authority  of  the  Crown  officers  of  England  and  the  Secretary  of  State. 
When  Lord  Grey  filled  the  office  of  Colonial  Secretary,  he  proposed  that  that 
very  question  ot  the  validity  of  the  charter  should  be  submitted  (and  he  offered 

.to  faciUtate  it,  founded  upon  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers)  to  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  the  Privy  Council.  Lord  Grey,  in  1850  or  1851  (I  speak  under 
correction  as  to  the  year,  but  the  Parhamentary  Papers  are  pubUshed),  himself 
made  the  proposition,  founded  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor-General  of  England  of  that  day. 

4108.  Mr.  Edward  cilice.]  He  offered  to  anybody  to  facilitate  the  trial  of 
the  question  ? — He  offered,  so  far  as  that  was  concerned,  that  it  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

4100.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  it  quite  clear  that  the  Judicial  Committee 
of  the  Privy  Council  would  consider  themselves  authorised  10  deal  with  that 
question  if  it  were  raised  by  the  Crown,  and  not  by  a  private  individual  ? — Rea- 
soning by  analogy,  which  is  the  only  way  in  which  I  can  do  it,  from  what  they 
have  done  in  other  cases,  I  should  answer  that  question  affirmatively.  I  have 
taken  the  trouble  to  get  together  some  few  cases  in  which  I  think  the  same 
principle  has  been  involved  where  reference  has  been  made  for  the  Queen's 
information  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council. 

41 10.  Would  that  answer  apply  equally  to  the  claims  of  the  Company  with 
regard  to  the  possession  of  territory  and  their  claims  with  regard  to  the  exclu- 
sive licence  to  trade  ?  — With  regard  to  the  exclusive  licence  to  trade  (perhaps 
with  the  prejudice  which  lawyers  have  in  favour  of  their  own  particular  views) 
it  always  has  appeared  to  me  that  the  statute  of  James  the  1st  put  an  end  to  it. 
I  never  could  understand  how  it  could  be  contended  for  in  a  court  of  law  for 
an  instant.  The  exclusive  licence  to  trade  appears  to  me  to  be  diametrically 
contrary  to  the  statute  of  James  the  1st.  The  only  question,  I  think,  which 
could  arise  upon  it,  speaking  always  individually,  would  be  whether  or  not  that 
statute  applied  to  a  colony,  or  was  confined  to  a  monopoly  within  the  mother 
country.  Assuming  that  it  was  confined  to  a  monopoly  within  the  mother 
country,  it  still,  I  think,  would  be  open  to  a  very  fair  argument  that  it  did  apply 
to  this  company,  because  their  charter  makes  the  seat  of  their  government  to  be 
in  England.  The  monopoly  of  the  fur-trade,  that  is  to  say,  the  sale  of  all  that 
they  import  from  that  country,  is  in  their  hands  in  England  ;  it  is  a  monopoly  in 
England. 

411  i.  I  believe  both  these  questions  have  come  before  the  consideration  of 
.very  eminent  lawyers  at  different  times,  going  back  to  the  time  of  Lord  Mans- 
field ;  and  many  eminent  men  since  have  had  these  very  questions  referred  to 
them  ? — There  have  been  opinions  given.  1  think  that  one  opinion  was  given 
by  Lord  Camden  when  he  was  either  Attorney  or  Solicitor  General.  Sir  Dudley 
Ryder  gave  an  opinion  also. 

4112.  ?)\v  John  Faking  ton.]  An   opinion  upon  what.' — Upon  the  validity  of 
this  very  charter. 

4113.  Chairman.^  Are  you  acquainted  with  Lord  Mansfield's  opinion  when 
he  was  Solicitor  General  ? — I  may  have  a-  minute  of  it,  but  I  do  not  remember 
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Hon.  it  at  this  moment ;    I  think  I  have  a  memorandum  of  all  the  opinions  which 

W.H.  Draper,  c.B.  have  been  given  ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it  if  I  have  read  it ;  I  have  a  memo- 

randum  with  regard  to  a  variety  of  opinions  and  judicial  decisions  which  appear 

May  1857.      ^Q  jjjg  ^Q  |jg  jj^  Q^p  sense  bearing  upon  the  legal  question  of  the  decision  of  the 

charter. 

4114.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  put  it  in? — I  cannot  put  it  in  in  the 
form  in  which  I  have  it  at  present,  but  I  could  furnish  it  to  you :  I  can  refer  to 
particular  portions  of  it. 

411,5.  Lawyers  have  expressed  great  doubts  about  these  points? — I  believe 
there  have  been  many  opinions ;  there  were  very  eminent  opinions  taken,  which 
are  all  in  print ;  I  think  there  were  opinions  taken  both  by  the  North-west  Com- 
pany and  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  I  have  seen  all  those  opinions,  and  I 
have  read  most  of  them  in  print,  and  I  apprehend  they  are  very  easily  accessible. 

4116.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  would  wish  both  the 
questions,  that  of  the  monopoly  of  trade,  and  that  of  the  exclusive  possession  of 
land,  to  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  if  it  can  so 
be  done  ?— I  myself  should  consider  that  that  would  put  an  end  to  all  question, 
and  would  settle  all  doubts  by  a  decision  one  way  or  the  other  with  regard  to 
a  matter  of  that  description  unquestionably;  but  speaking  for  the  Province  of 
Canada,  the  point  which  I  am  particularly  desirous  of  urging  upon  your  con- 
sideration, and  of  limiting  myself  to  as  their  representative,  if  I  may  so  speak, 
would  be  the  decision  of  their  territorial  limits  ;  that  is  the  point  in  which  they 
are  most  interested  ;  but  I  do  not  see  how  you  can  very  well  dispose  of  the  one 
vfithout  inevitably  raising  the  other. 

41 17.  Mr.  Christy.]  The  opinions  taken  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have 
never  been  printed? — I  cannot  say  whether  they  have  been  printed.  I  can  only 
say  that  I  have  read  them.  The  matter  has  been  considered  as  a  broad  legal 
question  upon  the  validity  of  the  charter,  and  the  different  points  that  I  have 
been  speaking  of,  and  it  is  that  point  to  which  I  have  had  my  attention  partially 
directed  ;  I  have  a  variety  of  cases  which  I  think  bear  upon  the  subject,  but  it 
is  rather  in  the  nature  of  a  judicial  argument ;  it  is  more  in  the  nature  of  a  brief 
for  counsel  to  argue  from  than  anything  else ;  it  is  not  a  document  drawn  up 
in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  view  of  laying  it  before  this  Committee ;  I  wish 
that  to  be  quite  understood. 

41)8.  Lord  John  RuxselL]  When  the  opinion  of  Lord  Grey  was  known  in 
Canada,  was  there  a  disposition  to  acquiesce  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  Lord 
Grey  ? — I  am  not  aware  that  the  matter  was  in  any  way  discussed  or  considered 
in  Canada  at  that  paricular  period ;    I  do  not  think  it  was. 

4119.  Has  it  been  since  ?  — I  cannot  say  that  it  has  ;  I  am  not  able  to  answer 
the  question. 

41  20.  Chairman.]  The  Committee  are  desirous  of  being  favoured  with  your 
opinion  upon  the  subjects  which  have  been  raised,  namely,  the  validity  of  the 
claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  both  to  trade  and  territory  ;  and  also 
the  manner  in  which  you  may  conceive  that  the  legality  of  those  claims  may  be 
tested  by  some  judicial  tribunal ;  the  Committee  would  be  much  obliged  to  you 
if  you  would  place  jowr  views  upon  this  subject  before  them,  in  any  form  which 
you  may  think  expedient? — I  would  desire  to  mention  a  fact  which  is  of  course 
very  well  known  to  yourself,  Sir,  that  on  the  6th  of  May  I  enclosed  the  paper 
which  you  have  before  you,  accompanied  by  a  letter,  which  I  presume  I  may 
refer  to  for  this  purpose,  namely,  of  stating  that  it  contained  a  request  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  would  take  upon  themselves,  in  such  shape  as  they 
thought  best  (but  I  suggested  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council), 
the  decision  of  the  question  of  boundary  between  the  province  of  Canada  and 
the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  I  asked  that  the  province 
might  on  their  part  have  counsel  attending  to  watch  any  argument,  if  an 
argument  was  thought  necessary,  and  that  if  thought  expedient  they  might 
also  be  permitted  to  take  part  in  it.  That  was  the  object  of  my  request.  I  dare 
say,  for  very  many  good  reasons,  1  only  received  a  reply  to  it  last  night ;  but 
in  the  meantime,  imaghiing  that  that  course  must  sooner  or  later  be  adopted, 
I  have  been  preparing  myself  for  the  possibility  of  the  submission  of  a  question 
of  that  character,  and  of  the  larger  question,  if  the  larger  question  must  neces- 
sarily come  up.  What  I  have  been  doing,  therefore,  has  been  not  at  all  with 
the  view  of  presenting  anything  here,  but  with  the  view  of  preparing  myself 
to  instruct  counsel,  if  it  became  uecessaiy  to  instruct  them,  upon  the  different 

points 
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points  of  law  which  I  thought  would  be  involved.     You  are  asking  me,  in  fact,  Hon. 

to  give  the  benefit  of  any  little  industry  which  I  have  exercised  for  the  benefit  W.H.  Draper,  c.b. 

of  the  province  of  Canada  to  other  parties.  77^      ^ 

4121.  The  Committee  have  no  wish  to  ask  you  to  communicate  anything  to 
them  which  you  are  not  yourself  desirous  of  doing  ? — I  merely  desire  to  give 
that  explanation  why  I  am  reluctant  to  furnish  the  information.  Individually, 
I  can  have  no  objection  to  state  it. 

4122.  Do  you  believe  that  the  province  of  Canada  would  be  disposed  them- 
selves to  raise  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  before  either  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council,  or  some  other  tribunal  ? — I  can  best  answer  that  question 
by  stating  that  I  have  express  instructions  and  authority  to  retain  counsel  to 
represent  the  province,  whenever,  in  my  judgment,  it  is  necessary. 

4123.  Am  I  to  understand  that  you  conceive  those  instructions  to  authorise 
you,  if  you  so  think  fit,  not  merely  to  appoint  counsel  to  watch  the  proceedings 
which  may  be  instituted  by  the  Crown  or  others,  but  yourself  to  originate  such 
proceedings  ? — I  have  always  considered,  and  I  believe  they  consider  too,  that 
the  question  of  boundary  is  a  question  which  it  rather  rests  with  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  raise  and  to  have  decided,  because  both  parties  claim,  the  one 
under  Acts  of  Parliament  and  proclamations  of  the  Crown,  the  other  under  a 
charter  from  the  Crown,  and  therefore  it  is  a  question  of  which  we  should 
naturally  suppose  the  Crown  would  take  upon  themselves  to  procure  the 
jefereuce  and  the  decision.  Therefore  in  asking  permission  to  attend  with 
counsel,  it  was  not  imder  the  idea  that  we  should  take  out  of  the  hands  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  the  conduct  of  the  proceeding,  but  that  we  should  be 
permitted  to  watch,  and  if  necessary  take  part  in,  the  argument.  At  the  same 
time  1  would  add,  that  the  latter  portion  of  that  statement  is  entirely  my  own 
suggestion  ;  that  my  instructions  do  not  limit  me  to  that  course  ;  and  that  if 
Her  Majesty's  Government  were  broadly  to  say  that  Canada  must  appear  before 
the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  for  the  purpose  ot  determining 
her  boundaries,  I  apprehend  that  my  instructions  go  the  full  length  of  enabling 
me  to  do  so. 

4124.  Are  the  Committee  to  understand  that  you  consider  that  if  it  should 
be  found  either  impossible  or  inexpedient  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  properly  to 
institute  judicial  proceedings,  in  order  to  try  the  validity  of  the  charter  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  you  are  authorised  by  the  colony,  on  their  part,  to 
institute  such  proceedings,  in  order,  as  you  may  think  fit,  to  try  the  validity 
of  that  charter,  either  wholly  or  in  part  ? — My  instructions  I  conceive  to  give 
me  a  discretion ;  I  have  not  made  up  my  mind  as  to  the  mode  in  which  1  should 
exercise  it. 

4125.  Lord  John  Russell.]  I  understand  you  to  give  a  decided  opinion  as  to 
,the  monopoly  of  trade  r — Upon  that  point  I  have  never  entertained  a  doubt. 

41-26.  Mr.  Lowe.]  What  is  therein  the  government  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  which  makes  you  apprehensive  of  the  Americans  extending  them- 
selves into  the  territory  if  that  government  continue? — I  conceive  that  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  a  company  conducting  their  government  in  a 
manner  consonant  with  their  interests  as  a  trading  company,  and  conducting 
it  in  that  view  most  admirably.  I  do  not  think  that  the  interests  of  a  trading 
company  can  ever  be  considered  as  compatible  with  the  settlement  of  the 
province. 

4127.  What  you  apprehend  is,  that  they  will  not  let  the  province  be  settled? 
— From  the  year  1812,  when  Lord  Selkirk  obtained  the  grant,  down  to  the 
present  moment,  there  appears  to  be  a  population  of  only  about  7,000  people, 
and  when  I  can  point  to  portions  of  the  country  round  in  which  it  has  increased 
at  the  rate  of  70,000  instead  of  7,000,  there  must  be  something  ih  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country  which  does  not  encourage  settlement. 

4128.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  whole  of  that  district 
which  you  have  described,  lying  between  the  present  boundary  between  the 
■United  States  and  the  British  territory,  and  a  line  striking  across  the  north  of 
Lake  Winnipeg,  is  fit  for  settlement  ? — t  can  only  form  an  opinion  founded 
upon  the  testimony  of  others.  Before  I  left  Canada,  knowing  that  there  was 
a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Macdonald,  whose  name  will  be  found  in  the 
Parliamentary  Papers   of  1849   as   "  bras  croche"  who   had   been   25  years 
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Hon.  employed  in  the  North-west  Company,  I  corresponded  with  him,  and  I  obtained 

TT.  H.  Draper,  c.b.  g^  great  deal  of  information  which  I  thought  exceedingly  valuable,  and  upon 

~       which  my  opinion  of  the  faciUty  of  settling  that  country  is  founded,  together 

28  May  1857.      ^.^^  other  papers  of  a  similar  kind  which  I  have  read,  but  I  have  no  .personal 

knowledge  of  it  whatever. 

4121).  .Are  not  the  apprehensions  which  you  have  expressed  to  this  Com- 
mittee founded  upon  the  behef  on  your  part,  that  unless  that  line  of  country  is 
settled  from  Canada  it  will  practically  be  settled  from  the  United  States  without 
respect  to  the  boundary  ? — It  is  so  ;  the  boundary  is  an  undefined  line  ;  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  people  crossing  it ;  nothing  to  point  it  out ;  nothing  to 
defend  it. 

4130.  We  see  on  that  map  a  district  close  to  the  line  of  boundary  between 
the  United  States  and  the  British  territory  of  very  considerable  extent,  marked 
pink  ;  I  apprehend  that  that  is  so  marked  pink  because  it  does  not  come  within 
the  definition  of  Rupert's  Land,  as  described  by  the  waters  which  fall  into  the 
Hudson's  Bay  ;  is  not  that  so  ? — I  suppose  it  to  be  so. 

4131.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  whether  that  district,  so  marked  as  not 
belonging  to  Rupert's  Land,  is  nevertheless  occupied  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company? — The  licence  of  exclusive  trade  ( I  have  not  examined  it  carefully) 
probably  includes  it.  If  it  does,  then  it  would  come  under  their  jurisdiction  to 
have  the  exclusive  licence  to  trade  within  it.  1  do  not  understand  that  there 
is  a  licence  giving  any  particular  powers  of  government ;  I  have  not  studied 
that  point.  I  do  not  know  what  powers  of  government  the  licence  of  exclusive 
trade  gives  ;  but  it  is  only  under  that  licence  that  they  can  hold  it. 

4132.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Canadian  Government  have  now  any 
power  over  that  district  which  is  so  marked  pink,  because  it  is  not  included  in 
Rupert's  Land? — As  I  apprehend,  nothing  whatever,  except  the  power  of 
trying  offences  which  may  be  committed  within  that  territory  ;  no  power  of 
settlement,  or  of  government  of  any  other  kind  whatever. 

4133.  Why  is  it  that  you  think  they  have  no  power  of  settlement,  if  the 
only  jurisdiction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  that  territory  is  founded 
upon  their  licence  to  trade  ? — Because  the  only  western  boundary  which  is 
given  to  the  province  of  ("anada  is  the  Mississippi  River,  and  because  that  ter- 
ritory lies  to  the  westward  of  the  head  waters  of  the  .Mississippi. 

4134.  Is  that  answer  which  you  have  just  given  to  me  quite  consistent  with 
the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada, 
in  the  paper  before  us,  to  the  effect  that  they  recognise  no  western  limit  of 
Canada  in  that  direction  excepting  the  Pacific  Ocean  r — I  admit  that  it  is  not 
consistent  with  that  view ;  but  in  what  I  am  stating  I  look  at  the  fact  that  all 
the  documents  emanating  from  the  Crown  which  do  give  a  western  boundary 
to  Canada,  give  the  Mississippi  River.  If  I  am  asked  what  my  opinion  upon 
the  subject  is,  I  do  not  know  by  what  authority  we  can  extend  west  of  it 
unless  you  give  it  to  us  ;  that  is  my  own  opinion,  and  it  must  go  for  what  it  is 
worth. 

413,5.  Are  you  aware  of  any  offences  ever  having  been  tried  in  Canada  which 
were  coumitted  in  that  portion  of  the  country? — Not  since  the  disputes 
between  the  iiudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  North-west  Company.  I  con- 
fine my  answer  to  Upper  Canada. 

4136.  Are  you  aware  of  any  actual  encroachments  by  American  citizens 
across  the  boundary,  with  a  view  to  the  settlement  of  that  country  ? — I  am 
not. 

4137.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  facilities  for  communication  between 
Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River  Settlement  ?— None  but  what  1  derive  from 
the  information  of  other  parties  ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  whatever. 

4138.  I  suppose  that  the  facts  connected  with  that  line  of  communication 
are  well  known  in  Canada,  are  they  not?— The  Americans  seem  to  adopt  the 
view  that  it  is  possible.     I  have  made  an  extract,  which,  with  your  permission, 

will  just  read,  to  show  that  they  do  not  consider  it  so  impracticable.  General 
Cass,  within  a  very  short  space  of  time,  presented  a  petition  to  Congress  for 
the  very  purpose  of  having  a  communication  opened  into  that  country  by 
Pigeon  River,  treating  the  navigation  as  capable  of  improvement,  which  would 
be  just  on  the  boundary,  between  Canada  in  that  part,  or  between  the  Hudson's 
Bay  territory,  as  it  may  be,  and  the  United  States  territory,  just  below  Fort 

William 
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William  on  the  boundary  line.     The  nature  of  the  petition  (I  made  an  extract  Hon. 

from  a  report  of  it)  is  this  :  "  for  a  Government  exploration  and  survey  of  the  ^S-  Draper,  c.b. 

Pigeon  River,  of  Lake  Superior,  and  of  the  route  from  the  mouth  of  that  stream,       

or  near  thereto,  to  Rainy  Lake  on  the  United  States  boundary  line,  so  as  to      28  May  1857. 
make  a  practicable  navigation  from  the  Lower  Red  River  of  the  North,  by  way 
of  Lake  Winnipeg  to   Lake  Superior ;  they  represent  that  at  a  reasonable  cost 
the  whole  valley  of  the  Red,  Assinaboine,  and  Saskatchawan  Rivers  can  be 
connected  with  Lake  Superior." 

4139.  Mx.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  they  specify  the  cost? — No;  in  petitions  of 
this  sort,  when  they  ask  for  a  Government  exploration  they  keep  the  question 
of  cost  entirely  out  of  view. 

4140.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Practically,  at  this  time  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  the  Red  River  is  carried  on  to  the  south  with  the  United  States,  or  to  the 
north  by  Hudson's  Bay,  is  it  not  ? — I  apprehend  it  is  so  ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
any  of  it  goes  west ;   1  believe  nothing  at  present  comes  east. 

4141.  Do  you  know  whether  thei'e  are  any  such  facilities  between  Lake 
Superior  and  the  Red  River  as  would  allow  of  the  conveyance  of  troops  ?— I  can 
only  judge  from  the  information  of  others ;  Lord  Selkirk  was  able  to  carry 
troops  into  that  country,  but  I  suppose  at  that  time  the  North-west  Company, 
having  an  interest  in  maintaining  the  communications,  kept  them  in  good  repair ; 
since  that  time  they  have  been  suffered  to  rot  away  altogether. 

4142.  Are  you  aware  whether  at  this  time  any  arrangements  are  in  progress, 
or  any  orders  are  given  for  conveying  troops  from  Toronto  to  the  Red  River 
Settlement,  by  the  route  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  round  the  Labrador  coast  into 
Hudson's  Bay  r — I  have  heard  so  since  my  arrival  in  England  ;  letters  which 
I  have  received  from  Canada  have  stated  that  as  a  fact ;  I  have  no  other  know- 
ledge of  it ;  a  part  of  the  Canadian  Rifle  Regiment ;  according  to  information 
which  I  have  received  from  Upper  Canada  in  private  letters,  it  is  stated  to  me 
that  there  is  a  portion  of  the  Canadian  Rifles  who  are  quartered  in  the  province 
of  Canada,  and  principally  in  the  western  portion  of  it,  who  are  ordered  for 
the  protection  or  defence  of  the  Red  River  Settlement,  and  who  are  to  be  sent 
round  by  sea  to  Fort  York ;  but  I  have  no  other  knowledge  of  it  than  from 
having  had  that  communication. 

4143.  Is  it  your  belief  that  at  present  the  means  of  communication  are  such 
as  to  make  it  possible  to  send  that  portion  of  the  Canadian  Rifles  by  Lake 
Superior  and  the  direct  route  ? — I  am  quite  sure  that  they  were  so,  because 
troops  have  been  sent  that  way  ;  I  cannot  say  what  they  are  at  the  present 
moment, 

4144.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  How  many  years  ago  was  that?— I  refer  to 
Colonel  Crofton's  evidence,  who  mentioned  the  fact  that  he  was  aware  that  troops 
could  come  that  way;  and  I  refer  to  the  fact  that  Lord  Selkirk,  in  1816  or 
18l7j  carried  a  body  of  men  through  there,  together  with  artillery;  he  took 
a  portion  of  the  disbanded  Demeuron  regiment. 

4145.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  About  how  many  men  ? — It  will  be  found  in  the  Par- 
liamentary papers  which  I  refer  to,  of  1819,  and  I  would  rather  refer  to  them 
for  grea,ter  accuracy  than  trust  my  own  memory.  This  regiment  had  been 
disbanded,  and  Lord  Selkirk  engaged  them,  or  a  certain  portion  of  them  ;  he 
had  two  captains- 

4146.  You  have  referred  to  the  circumstance  of  the  Canadian  people  being 
anxious  to  have  the  boundary  defined ;  has  there  been  any  practical  incon- 
venience found  by  any  Canadian  subjects  from  the  undefined  character  of  the 
boundary  ? — Not  at  present,  that  I  am  aware  of. 

4147.  Chairman.]  I  believe  that  public  attention  in  Canada  is  now  very 
much  directed  to  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — Very  much 
indeed. 

4148.  Thiat  has  only  occurred  recently,  I  think? — Recently;  when  I  speak 
of  its  attracting  public  attention  I  say  certainly  recently ;  men  who  have  been 
concerned  vnth  thinking  for  the  future  in  Canada  have  thought  of  it  a  good 
many  years  ago. 

4149.  Mr.  GrOgan.]  Do  you  suggest  that  Canadian  settlement  is  progressing 
from  Toronto  and  by  the  Ottawa  and  Lake  Nipissing,  and  that  way,  up  towards 
the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — I  stated  that  there  are  townships  laid  out, 
particularly  on  the  north  side  of  the  River  Ottawa,  approaching  to  within  a 
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Hon.  comparatively  short  distance  of  Lake  Nipissing ;    and  that  the  whole  of  that 

JF.  H.  Draper,  c.b.  ^jygj,^  ^^  ^j^g  ^^^^  ^]-,gjj  tj^g  North-west  Company  carried  on  their  trade,  which 

was  a  very  large  one,  was  unsettled,  from  the  Falls  of  Chaudiere,  the  whole 

28  Msy  1857.      distance  upward  ;  that  is  in  fact  the  most  difficult  part  of  the  navigation.     There 

are  now  townships  laid  out  going  up  to  Lake  Nipissing. 

4150.  Is  the  navigation  on  the  Ottawa  tolerably  good  now? — It  is  broken  by 
rapids ;  but  the  Canadian  Government  have  a  survey  now  going  on,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  mode  of  improving  it. 

4151 .  Then  when  you  referred  to  the  settlements  or  the  townships  being  laid 
out  along  the  northern  bank  of  the  Ottawa,  and  to  the  intended  improvements 
in  the  navigation  of  the  river,  that  was  part  of  your  answer  with  regard  to  the 
communication  between  the  Red  River  Settlement  and  Canada  ? — It  was  just  to 
show  that  a  country  which  at  one  time  was  entirely  barren,  unoccupied,  un- 
settled, and  which  interposed  great  obstacles  to  the  navigation  at  that  time,  was 
now  becoming  settled,  and  that  all  those  difficulties  were  being  removed ;  and 
that  if  it  was  feasible  then  to  carry  on  a  trade  through  the  river  with  all  those 
difficulties,  it  would  he,  cl  fortiori,  more  feasible  when  the  country  through  which, 
it  was  to  pass  was  settled. 

4152.  If  I  vmderstand  your  views,  the  communication  would  be  almost 
entirely  a  water  communication  ?— It  would  be  so ;  but  I  suggested  also  that 
modern  improvements  would  render  that  communication  of  the  Ottawa  un- 
necessary ;  for  we  have  a  much  more  easy  communication;  and  I  pointed  out 
that,  by  taking  the  way  of  the  Welland  Canal,  and  the  way  of  the  Sault  Saint 
Mary  Canal,  a  vessel  of  very  considerable  burthen  loaded  at  Montreal  could 
discharge  her  cargo,  without  any  transhipment,  at  Fort  William. 

41 53.  That  is  altogether  a  summer  communication  r — It  is. 

4154.  Has  it  occurred  to  you  how  that  commuhication  could  be  maintained 
during  the  winter  ? — There  will  be  always  great  obstacles,  excepting  by  means  of 
railwaj'S,  and  a  long  period  must  elapse  before  we  can  look  for  that ;  there  will 
be  a  period  of  from  four  to  five  months  during  which  you  must  travel  upon, 
runners  or  not  at  all ;   there  is  no  other  mode  at  present. 

4155.  But  you  look  to  the  establishment  of  a  railway  ultimately? — I  am 
sanguine  enough  to  do  so. 

41. ',6.  And  your  view  is,  that  by  improving  the  existing  water  communication 
it  \\ill  ultimately  lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  railway? — I  think  that  by 
improving  the  water  comiTiunication  at  present,  it  will  lead  to  a  great  deal  of 
settlement  up  the  Ottawa,  and  so  facilitate  the  carrying  of  a  railway  in  that 
direction. 

4157.  You  mentioned  that  at  one  period  the  French  occupied  a  large  portion 
of  the  Rupert's  Land  territory,  and  also  had  some  settleinents  on  the  Saskatch- 
awan  ? — J  did  not  desire  to  express  that  they  occupied  large  portions  of  the 
territory,  I  merely  intended  to  say  that  they  had  trading  posts  passing  through 
a  portion  of  the  territory ;  I  understand  that  they  had  one  station  upon  the 
Saskatchawan  River. 

41,58.  They  used  the  route  from  Fort  William  to  the  Red  River  settlement 
for  the  transmission  of  all  their  goods  ? — ^Yes,  the  whole,  I  believe,  of  the  trade 
was  carried  through  that  course. 

4159.  AVas  that  trade  considerable  ? — I  have  understood  it  to  be  so. 

41 60.  In  what  year  was  that  ? — Commencing  with  the  government  under  the 
Count  Frontenac,  or  perhaps  even  at  an  earlier  period,  and  passing  through 
a  variety  of  French  Governments  down  to  the  year  1763  ;  I  have  a  large  volume 
of  French  correspondence,  a  quarto  volume  of  1,000  pages,  from  which,  in 
different  portions  of  it,  I  could  point  out  how  that  trade  was  carried  on ;  it  is 
the  correspondence  of  the  French  Government  in  Canada  with  their  own 
authorities  in  France. 

4161.  They  followed  the  route  of  this  river  which  you  are  describing? — 
They  followed  the  route  of  the  Ottawa  for  that  trade  principally  ;  they  had 
a  station  at  Michilimakinac  and  also  a  station  at  Detroit,  but  the  larger  portion 
of  the  trade  was  carried  up  the  Ottawa. 

4162.  Is  it  the  impression  on  your  mind  that  at  that  period  the  route  by 
Fort  William  and  along  the  river  towards  the  Red  River  Settlement  was  in  a 
better  condition  than  it  is  now  ? — I  cannot  state  what  its  condition  is  now, 
I  can  only  say  that  it  was  practicable  for  the  purposes  of  carrying  on  that 

trade ; 
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trade ;  and  at  a  much  more  modern  date  the  North-west  Company  from  Mon-  Hon. 

treal  carried  on  a  similar  trade  with  very  large  profits.                      "  W.  E.  Draper,  c.v. 

4163.  That  route,  as  represented  at  present,  is  all  but  impracticable  ? — So  

I  understand.     I  can  quite  conceive  it  to  be  so.     Jf  you  are  required  to  lay  out  ^8  May  1857. 
a  causeway  of  logs  across  a  swamp  for  two,  three,  or  four  miles,  and  make  no 

repairs  to  it  for  25  years,  it  stands  to  reason  that  it  must  get  out  of  repair ;  so 
that  you  will  have  a  swamp  to  walk,  through  with  broken  logs,  instead  of  any- 
thing to  get  across  in  a  proper  manner. 

4164.  The  practical  result  then  is,  that  there  was  a  greater  facility  of  com- 
munication with  those  districts  100  years  ago  than  there  is  now? — I  should  draw 
that  conclusion  from  the  facts  which  I  have  mentioned.  Of  the  fact  of  the  trade 
there  is  no  doubt. 

416.5.  Mr.  J.  H.  Gurnet/.]  Have  there  been  within  a  recent  period,  that  is  to 
say,  within  a  few  years,  certain  collisions  between  the  Indians  and  the  Canadian 
Government  upon  islands  in  the  northern  part  of  Lake  Superior  which  were 
colonised  for  the  purpose  of  mining  ? — There  was  a  very  much  magnified  story 
made  out  of  it  ;  there  was  one  collision,  and  I  think  I  could  refer  to  documents 
■which  would  show  nho  the  parties  were  from  whom  that  collision  proceeded. 
I  believe  parties  who  were  desirous  of  obtaining  some  licences  for  the  purpose 
of  copper  mining  set  the  Indians  up,  in  order  to  coerce  the  Government  into  the 
terms  which  they  themselves  desired  to  obtain.  I  think  it  emanated  from. 
Canadian  propositions,  not  from  the  Indians  themselves. 

4166.  Iheu  you  are  not  apprehensive  of  a  recurrence  of  similar  collisions  in 
any  portions  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories  which  might  pass  from 
the  control  of  the  Company  into  that  of  the  Canadian  Government  ? — I  have 
already  stated,  and  would  repeat  the  answer,  that  I  think  if  the  Indians  are 
justly  dealt  with  (I  mean  by  that  if  they  are  not  deprived  of  their  property  with- 
out a  reasonable  compensation)  there  is  no  such  danger.  I  do  not  think  they- 
can  be  plundered  with  impunity. 

4167.  Is  the  general  feehng  in  Canada  on  that  subject  such  as  would  tend 
to  lead  the  Canadian  Government  to  pursue  that  course  of  justice  towards  the 
Indians  on  such  a  contingency  ? — I  believe  that  in  no  instance  in  modern  times  ;: 
in  no  instance  since  I  have  known  anything  of  the  government  of  that  province, 
have  lands  been  taken  from  the  Indians  excepting  by  express  treaty  with  their 
chiefs,  when  the  compensation  was  arranged,  and  it  has  been  paid  in  pursuance' 
of  it  ever  since.  I  believe  that  to  be  so.  I  know  of  several  instances  in  whick 
it  has  been  done.  Some  of  them  took  place  when  I  was  a  member  of  the  Canadian 
Government  myself. 

4168.  Chairman.]  Have  you  had  any  opportunity  of  forming  an  opinion  of 
the  manner  in  which  justice  is  administered  on  the  whole  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  throughout  that  great  territory  ? — I  know  nothing  of  it  except  from 
the  published  reports.     I  have  no  other  source  of  information  than  those. 

4169.  Mr.  ioa'g.j  You  spoke  of  an  interim  arrangement  being  necessary  while 
the  requisite  surveys  and  explorations  took  place  by  the  Canadian  Government ;; 
what  sort  of  arrangement  would  that  be  ?— An  arrangement  of  the  governing  of 
the  territory  by  a  governor  in  council  was  the  suggestion  I  offered. 

4170.  Chairman.]  You  think  that  that  sliould  be  done  at  once  ? — It  appears 
to  me  so. 

4171.  Mr.  Lowe.]  You  spoke  of  a  route  into  Canada  up  the  valley  of  the 
Ottawa,  as  I  understood,  to  be  explored  and  laid  out ;  do  you  consider  it  likely 
that  that  route  can  ever  be  so  good  a  one  for  commercial  purposes  as  the  route 
through  the  United  States  to  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — I  should  never  pro- 
pose, for  the  purpose  of  commercial  intercourse,  that  the  trade  from  the  Red 
River  should  be  taken  upon  the  Ottawa;  the  more  natural  course  if  it  comes 
through  Canada,  is  to  come  along  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Huron,  and  to  pass 
down  from  Lake  Huron  into  Lake  Erie  and  through  the  Welland  Canal  into  Lake 
Ontario  ;  that  is  the  obvious  natural  course,  for  there  would  be  no  transhipment. 

4172.  You  anticipate  it  to  be  possible  to  make  a  route  by  that  course  which 
should  communicate  sufiiciently  with  the  route  to  the  head  water  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  send  up  there  r — All  I  can  say  is,  that  unless  you  can  do  that,  farewell 
to  its  being  maintained  long  as  a  British  territory. 

4173.  Chairman.]  Why  do  you  say  that  you  think  it  necessary  to  make  some 
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Hon.  special  arrangement  with  regard  to  the  possible  future  construction  of  a  railway 

W.H. Draper, c.B.  across  the  whole  continent  to  the  Pacific;  supposing  that  the  land  up  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains  on  the  one  side  belonged  to  Canada,  and  the  land  to  the  west- 
28  May  1857.  ^g^j,jj  qI'  j.]^g  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  sea  belonged  to  another  British  colony,  do 
you  thinii  that  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  making  an  arrangement  for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  in  which  both  colonies  would  have  an  obvious  interest  ? 
— I  have  always  found  that  if  you  can  foresee  a  difficulty  it  is  better  to  anticipate 
and  prevent  it  than  have  to  deal  with  it  after  it  has  arisen ;  it  was  only  that  sort 
of  spirit  actuating  my  own  mind  which  induced  me  to  make  the  suggestion. 

41  74.  Wiiat  is  the  sort  of  difficulty  which  you  apprehend  possible  ? — A  con- 
flict of  opinion  between  the  respective  Governments  oa  the  opposite  sides ;  it 
would,  for  example,  be  very  much  for  the  interest  of  the  Canadian  Government, 
if  they  had  to  go  to  the  expense  of  makina:  a  railway,  to  have  it  end  at  a  particular 
terminus,  or  to  have  it  come  in  a  particular  direction  ;  it  is  a  possible  thing  that 
the  interests  of  the  Government  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
might  lead  them  to  desire  either  another  course  or  another  terminus. 

4175.  Would  not  it  be  just  to  the  future  inhabitants  of  the  colony  which 
you  are  supposing  to  exist  to  the  westward  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  to  leave 
them  a  voice  in  that  question  as  well  as  the  people  of  Canada,  in  which  they 
would  have  a  common  concern  ? — We  simply  ask  that  the  Imperial  Government 
shall  take  the  disposition  of  that  question  and  retain  it  in  their  own  hands ; 
we  do  not  desire  to  prescribe  what  we  would  wish  to  be  done,  but  we  desire 
that  instead  of  leaving  us  in  fact  to  deal  with  another  colony,  the  power  should 
be  retained  in  the  Imperial  Government  to  dispose  of  that  question  whenever  it 
arose. 

41 76.  Lord  John  Russell.]  You  say  in  your  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
that  if  the  question  of  monopoly  were  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee,  there 
is  reason  to  suppose  that  Canada  would  acquiesce  in  the  decision,  whatever  it 
might  be  ;  what  grounds  have  you  for  stating  that  opinion? — Because  I  think 
that  whenever  there  is  a  judicial  decision  of  the  question,  the  spirit  of  the  [)eople 
is  to  submit  to  the  law.  If  it  be  rightly  and  fairly  administered,  I  think  their 
spirit  is  to  yield  to  that  decision,  and  then  to  negotiate  for  what  they  have  no 
longer  a  right  to.  I  mean,  in  other  words,  that  the  decision  of  a  court  of  justice 
in  which  they  have  confidence  would  settle  the  question  as  far  as  they  are  con- 
cerned ;  they  would  yield  to  it,  however  reluctantly. 

4177.  I  undei'stand  you  to  mean,  that  supposing  the  decision  to  be  against 
them,  if  they  were  desirous  of  acquiring  that  territory  for  settlement  which  was 
decided  not  to  belong  to  them,  they  would  then  offer  compensation  or  purchase  ? 
— They  would  cease  to  have  a  claim  to  have  it  on  any  other  ground,  ami  they 
would  be  satisfied  that  they  had  no  claim  in  case  a  judicial  decision  of  that  sort 
was  obtained. 

4178.  Chairman.]  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  Government  would  have  in  their 
hands  a  A^ery  valuable  consideration  in  negotiating  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com» 
pany  upon  any  matters  of  this  kind  in  the  licence  to  trade,  which  expires  very 
shortly,  upon  a  most  valuable  portion  of  that  territory,  so  far  as  the  fur  trade  is 
concerned,  to  the  westward  of  Rupert's  Land.  Does  it  not  appear  to  you  that 
that  might  be  made  the  means  of  inducing  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  come 
to  reasonable  terms  with  regard  to  the  other  questions  in  which  ( lanada  is  con- 
cerned ? — Mr.  Coltraan,  who  was  the  Commissioner  whom  I  have  referred  to,  in 
1819,  suggested  that  the  government  of  that  Red  River  country  should  be 
assumed  by  the  British  Government,  and  also  suggested,  that  inasmuch  as  it 
would  relieve  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  from  a  very  expensive  administration, 
and  supersede  the  necessity  of  their  maintaining  the  large  staff  of  people  that 
they  must  maintain  at  present,  they  might  be  called  upon  to  pay  such  a  rent  as 
would  go  a  long  way  towards  maintaining  the  Government. 

4179.  Do  yoLi  believe  a  regular  settlement  to  be  of  much  value  to  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  as  a  commercial  company? — In  my  own  judgment,  I  should 
have  thought  that  the  expense  would  give  them  no  adequate  return,  l)ut  I  may 
be  quite  mistaken. 

4180.  Lord  John  Russell.]   But  is  there  not  a  probabiltty  that  persons  who 
claimed  to  settle,  and  endeavoured  to  make  settlements,  would  have  in  view  an 
interference  with  the  trade,  especially  the  fur  trade,  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany ? — 
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pany  ?— I  have  no  doubt  there  are  many  people  actuated  by  that  very  feeling,  Hod. 

both  Americans  and  English,  or  Canadians.  ^      W.  H.  Draper,  c.b, 

4181.  'Iherefore,  although  settlement  was  stated  to  be  their  purpose,  it  would       

not  be  their  /'onrt  ^c?e  intention  r — I  believe  there  are  many  people  who  would       28  May  1857. 
desire,  nominally,  to  extend  settlement  that  they  might  get  a  share  in  the  fur 
trade  itself.     In  the  olden  lime  it  was  reported  by  the  French  Governor  of  Canada 
that  the  Jesuits  were  very  anxious  to  extend  posts,  as  they  said,  for  Christianising 
the  Indians,  but  that  with  them  Christianity  meant  beaver. 

41  ^2.  And  in  the  same  way  at  the  present  time  settlement  might  mean  beaver  - 
— It  might  mean  beaver,  or  other  valuable  furs ;  I  would  not  take  upon  mvself 
to  say  that  it  would. 

41^3.  Mr.  Edirard  Ellice.]  Do  not  you  think,  with  reference  to  your  last 
answer,  that  it  is  tbe  interest  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  prevent,  as  much 
as  they  can,  the  inroads  of  Americans  over  the  frontier  ? — I  think  it  is  their 
interest  to  keep  everybody  out  of  the  country  as  much  as  they  can  ;  it  always  has 
been  ;  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  1  think  so  decidedly. 

4184.  Have  you  ever  heard  complaints  made  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
have  been  negligent,  in  so  far  as  regards  American  inroads  ;  that  they  have 
admitted  American  settlers  into  the  country?— I  think  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany cawnot  be  accused  of  anything  like  neglect. 

4185.  And  you  think  it  is  their  interest  to  preserve  that  frontier  from  the 
incursions  of  the  Americans  ? — I  think  it  is  their  interest  to  keep  any  persons 
from  getting  into  that  territory,  excepting  those  who  are  under  their  own  imme- 
diate management. 

4186.  Mr.  Gladstone^  Do  you  think  that  they  draw  any  distinction  between 
British  inroads  and  American  inroads  ? — I  do  not. 

41  87.  Chairman.]  If  the  fur  trade  were  thrown  open  to  unlimited  conipetition, 
I  suppose  at  first  for  a  few  years  a  great  deal  of  money  might  be  made  by  all 
comers  ? — As  a  mere  matter  of  speculative  opinion,  I  should  think  that  with  the 
advantages  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  in  the  possession  of  the 
territory,  in  posts  established,  and  with  the  communications  at  their  own 
disposal,  they  nould  engross  for  a  long  time  all  the  most  valuable  part  of  the 
commerce  ;  but  that  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  founded  upon  a  given  state  of 
facts. 

4188.  Do  you  believe  that  it  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  fur-bearing 
animals  ?— It  is  a  point  upon  which  I  really  do  not  feel  competent  to  express  an 
opinion. 

4189.  I  think  your  objection  to  the  unlimited  access  of  all  parties  into  that 
country  for  the  purpose  of  fur  tiading  rather  refers  to  the  effect  which  it  would 
have  upon  the  Indians  by  supplying  them  with  spirits,  which  you  beheve  would 
be  the  necessary  consequence  of  such  a  state  of  things  r — I  must  say  that  I  look, 
for  myself,  with  a  very  lively  alarm  at  the  notion,  which  I  know  has  been  enter- 
tained by  some  people,  of  abrogating  as  it  were  all  the  rights  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  at  once,  and  for  this  plain  i-eason,  their  trade  with  the  Indians  has 
imported  certain  things  which  are  absolute  necessaries  for  the  Indians, — 
ammunition,  guns,  blankets,  and  a  variety  of  things,  which  before  they  knew  the 
Europeans  at  all  they  provided  for  m  some  other  way  ;  if  you  cur  off  those  sup- 
plies by  abrogating  this  trade,  one  consequence  would  be,  I  am  satisfied,  that  no 
private  individuals  could  supply  their  place  for  a  great  length  of  time ,-  you 
must  have  another  company  start  up  in  their  place ;  and  I  confess  I  do  not  see 
any  benefit  in  taking  away  one  company  for  the  mere  purpose  of  substituting 
another  ;  tbe  result  would  be,  in  my  humble  judgment,  that  you  would  expose 
these  Indians  to  perish  from  starvation,  or  expose  them  at  all  events  to  very  great 
suffering  ;  and  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  make  them  war  one  upon  another, 
or  upon  the  nearest  white  people  whom  they  could  get  hold  of,  in  order  to  main- 
tain an  existence. 

4190.  If  the  trade  were  absolutely  free,  do  you  imagine  that  it  would  be 
conducted  by  different  companies  which  would  spring  up,  or  by  private 
individuals? — I  suppose  that  what  has  been  found  to  exist  would  ['fobably 
result  a^ain.  After  the  peace  of  1763  a  number  of  independent  individuals, 
and  some  small  independent  companies,  endeavoured  to  carry  on  the  same  fur 
trade  with  the  north-west  that  the  French  had  carried  on  before  the  peace 
of  1763  ;  they  were  always  conflicting,  trying  to  outbid  and  out-jockey  one 
another,  in  getting  the  furs  from  the  Indians,  and  one  disappeared  before  the 
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Hon.  superior  activity  and  wealth  of  another,  until  at  last  they  all  joined  together  into 

W.H. Draper, c.s.  j^q  great  companies,  and  those  two  great  companies  combined  into  one,  which 
~~  became  the  North-west  Company;  T  think  there  were  the  X.  Y.  Company  and 

May  1857.      jjjg  North-west  Company,  but  they  became  at  last  simply  the  North-west  Com- 
pany ;  they  all  got  together  into  one  at  last. 

4191.  Mr.  Gladstone.]  On  the  other  hand,  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  system 
of  monopoly  has  likewise  its  own  dark  side  with  reference  to  the  Indians,  and 
that  the  effect  of  it  is  to  keep  them  in  a  position  of  the  most  helpless  dependence, 
and  to  establish  a  system  under  which  the  return  for  their  labour  is  totally 
insignificant,  while  the  article  which  they  sell  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is 
the  medium  of  enormous  profits^ — Such  would  appear  to  be  the  case.  If  what 
I  read  is  true,  that  a  silver  fox  skin,  or  some  other  very  valuable  skins,  are 
obtained  for  three  or  four  tin  kettlas,  of  course  it  must  be  so  ;  but  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  it  as  a  fact  myself. 

4192.  Mr.  Edzvard  Ellice.]  With  respect  to  the  communication  between  Red 
River  and  Canada,  has  it  entered  into  your  contemplation  at  whose  expense  that 
communication  is  to  be  made ;  is  it  to  be  made  by  the  province  in  the  first 
instance  ? — Unquestionably. 

4193.  Are  you  aware,  with  regard  to  railways  at  present  in  Canada,  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  Ottawa  and  Lake  Huron  Railway  is  proposed  to 
be  made? — Yes  ;  by  a  grant  of  public  lands  in  aid  of  a  private  company. 

4194.  Are  you  aware  that  4,000,000  acres  of  land  were  last  year  granted  by 
the  Canadian  Legislature  for  the  purpose  ? — I  believe  they  were. 

4195.  And  without  success  ? — I  do  not  believe  they  have  begun  anything  at 
all  yet,  and  I  do  not  believe  they  will  begin  for  a  very  considerable  time,  for  I 

'believe  that  a  railway  is  the  last  communication  which  will  be  made  ;  I  believe 
other  communications  will  be  made  long  before  tiiey  attempt  to  make  a 
railway. 

4196.  With  regard  to  the  question  of  settlement  in  Canada,  I  suppose  from 
the  position  which  you  have  held,  you  know  what  proportion  the  settled  laud  in 
Canada  bears  to  the  unsettled.  I  find  that  in  a  report  which  is  printed  by  the 
authority  of  the  Government  of  Canada,  so  late  as  this  very  year,  it  is  stated  that 
in  Canada  there  are  about  350,000  square  miles,  out  of  which  but  40,000  are 
settled : — That  is  to  say,  which  are  cleared. 

4197.  1  find  it  also  stated  that  there  are  about  310,000  square  miles  of 
uninhabited  country? — Very  likely. 

4198.  Which  amounts,  to  about  198,000,000  acres  of  unsettled  country? — I 
think  it  very  likely ;  if  you  look  at  the  map,  and  see  where  that  is,  you  can  very 
easily  account  for  it ;  you  will  see  that  it  hes  on  the  north  of  the  River  St.  Law- 
rence, on  the  Labrador  coast,  where  the  climate  is  coldest,  and  where  there  is 
the  least  inducement  for  settlement.  You  will  not  find  it  the  case  to  the  v.'est- 
ward ;  you  will  hnd  nothing  approaching  that  number  of  acres ;  you  will  not 
£nd  that  it  is  not  taken  up  to  that  extent,  or  anything  like  it,  between  Lake 
Huron,  Lake  Erie,  and  Lake  Ontario.  That  part  of  the  country  which  is 
really  inhabitable,  and  capable  of  improvement,  is  taken  up  as  fast  as  the  Govern- 
ment opens  it. 

419;-!.  You  made  some  remarks  with  regard  to  extending  the  line  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  present  boundary  of  Canada ;  are  you  at  all  yourself  aware,  or  by 
communications  with  other  people,  of  the  nature  of  the  country  about  the  present 
boundary  line  marked  on  that  map  ;  the  boundary  line  extending  from  north  of 
Quebec  to  north  of  Sault  St.  Marie,  near  Frederick-house? — Commencing  at  the 
lower  part  which  you  speak  of,  namely,  the  Saguenay  River,  I  have  understood 
from  a  gentleman  in  town,  who  has  been  up  the  Saguenay,  that  settlements  are 
extending  up  that  river  to  a  very  considerable  degree ;  much  more  than  I  should 
have  supposed  at  all. 

4200.  Are  you  aware  of  the  evidence  which  has  been  given  here  by  Mr.  Ross 
with  regard  to  the  Saguenay  ? — I  think  I  read  it. 

4201.  Are  you  aware  that  people  often  are  in  danger  of  starvation  in  the 
winter,  owing  to  the  climate  there  preventing  the  crops  in  the  summer  neces- 
sary to  their  subsistence  ripening  ? — I  do  not  think  that  that  is  peculiar  to  the 
Saguenay,  because  you  will  find  in  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  Lower 
(Canada  repeated  applications  year  after  year  for  assistance  from  the  Legislature 
from  the  farmers  at  the  eastern  portion  of  the  river  to  purchase  seed 
wheat. 

4202.  Owing 
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4202.  Owing  to  the  climate  ? — Owing  to  the  climate,  and  owing  to  the  failure  Hon. 

of  the  crops.     Those  applications  I  know  were  made  before  the  union  of  the  pro-  ^-  H-  Draper,c.B. 

vince,  and  in  one  or  two  instances,  I  think,  but  am  not  quite  sure,  since  the  union 

of  the  province.  ""^  ^^y  ^^57- 

4203.  How  do  you  account  for  settlement  extending  in  that  direction  under 
such  unfavourable  circumstances^  when  they  can  go  elsewhere  in  Upper  Canada? 
— Not  knowing  exactly  how  the  thing  is,  I  would  rather  refer  to  those  who  are 
better  informed  than  myself  on  the  subject.  I  will  mention  the  name  of  Mr. 
Roche,  who  has  been  up  that  river,  and  who  can  give  j^ou  much  more  informa- 
tion than  I  can. 

4204.  Supposing  that  a  government  were  settled  at  Red  River,  do  you  think 
that  the  great  distance  from  Montreal  would  not  be  very  much  against  it  ? — I 
<;annot  presume  to  say  where  the  seat  of  government  of  Canada  will  be  ;  I  suppose 
it  will  be  with  reference  to  something  like  centrality. 

4205.  Mr.  Christy.^  With  respect  to  the  fur-bearing  animals,  I  suppose  the 
Indians  would  always  remain  the  hunters  of  that  country  in  your  opinion  ? — I 
have  heard,  but  I  speak  only  from  what  I  have  heard,  that  the  most  fatal  enemies 
to  the  fur-bearing  animals  are  half-breeds,  or  even  white  trappers,  and  that  they 
destroy  the  animals  much  more  even  than  the  Indian  hunters  do  ;  I  merely  speak 
from  what  I  have  read  and  heard  ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  whatever  on  the 
subject. 

4206.  You  were  speaking  of  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  on  the  part  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  a  limited  period ;  I  understood  you  to  say  that  that 
should  be  confined  to  the  district  north  of  the  line  which  you  pointed  out  your- 
self?— Yes,  any  conventional  line  that  may  be  thought  fit  and  proper ;  I  merely 
suggest  the  nfcessity  of  establishing  a  conventional  line,  and  that  the  right 
of  exclusive  trade  should  not  extend  to  the  southward  of  that  line,  wherever  it 
may  be. 

4207.  Would  you  contemplate  in  that  arranjzement  that  the  Indian  hunters,  or 
persons  who  became  possessed  of  furs,  should  not  be  allowed  to  dispose  of  them 
to  any  other  parties  than  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — Do  you  mean  the  furs 
collected  within  that  country. 

4208.  The  furs  collected  within  that  country  ? — I  suppose  that  would  be  a 
necessary  result  of  granting  an  exclusive  licence  to  trade. 

4209.  You  mean  that  the  parties  possessing  themselves  of  furs  within  that 
nortliern  limit  which  you  have  defined,  should  have  no  right  of  selling  them  to 
parties  except  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  suppose  that  would  be  the 
result.  I  contemplate  that  as  the  result  for  a  time.  I  wish  to  explain  with 
reference  to  that  what  I  had  in  my  view.  Looking  upon  the  determination  of 
Canada  as  a  contingent  determination,  to  depend  upon  the  result  of  survey  and 
icxplo ration,  I  should  suggest  that  while  that  state  of  things,  namely,  the  con- 
tingency on  the  one  side  exists,  on  the  other  side  the  exclusive  right  of  trade 
should  exist  also  ;  in  this  spirit  the  Imperial  Government  gave  to  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  the  power  of  settling  Vancouver's  Island  for  a  limited  period, 
and  it  is  in  the  nature,  I  presume,  of  an  experiment.  I  would  ask,  on  the  part 
of  Canada,  to  have  at  least  the  same  privilege  as  was  given  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  to  settle  this  country,  and  in  the  meantime  I  think  there  would  be  no 
reasonable  ground  to  object  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  during  the  same 
time  having  the  exclusive  right  to  trade  as  I  have  suggested ;  if  Canada  can  do 
nothing  with  that  country,  then  it  is  for  another  authority  to  dispose  of  the  whole 
question. 

42 1 0.  Mr.  Cha7^les  Fitzwilliam.]  1  believe  there  is  a  Committee  of  the  pro- 
vincial House  of  Parliament  now  sitting  on  this  same  question  r — I  have  so 
understood. 

4211.  Towards  what  end  is  their  inquiry  more  particularly  directed  ? — As  I 
understand,  it  is  with  the  view  of  ascertaining,  by  evidence,  whether  all  the 
representations  which  have  been  made  as  to  the  impossibility  of  approaching 
that  country,  and  as  to  the  comparatively  small  quantity  of  fertile  soil  capable 
of  supporting  an  agricultural  population,  are  well-founded  or  not ;  they  thinking 
that  they  have  much  more  evidence  on  the  spot  than  you  can  possibly  have 
here. 

4212.  Who  are  the  witnesses  whom  they  propose  to  examine;  what  class  of 
people? — Many  people  who  have  retired,  after  having  spent  a  number  of  years 
in  that  part  of  the  country.     I  have  heard  the  names  of  some  few;  but  they 
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Hon.  are  people  who  have  resided  in  that,  part  of  the  country,  and  who  are  living  now 

IV.  H. Draper,  C.S.  in  Canada,  and  whose  testimony  can  be  got  at. 

4213.  The  evidence  is  that  of  people  who  have  lived  in  the  country,  and  have 

u8  May  1857.  examined  its  capabilities  r — So  I  understand.  One  of  them,  1  dare  say,  would  be 
the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  referred,  with  whom  I  have  corresponded  on  that 
very  subject,  namely,  Mr.  Macdonald. 

4214.  When  do  you  imagine  that  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  the  evidence 
brought  before  that  Committee  ?— I  have  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  Canadian 
Parliament  will  be  prorogued  towards  the  end  of  the  present  month,  or  aljout  that 
time,  so  that  I  suppose  the  inquiry  will  finish  before  that  period.  I  have  no  other 
than  a  mere  newspaper  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

4215.  The  disturbances  in  the  mines  were  mentioned  some  little  time  ago; 
was  there  any  inquiry  made  into  the  cause  of  those  disturbances  ?— I  believe  the 
Government  directed  an  inquiry;  I  think  they  quite  satisfied  themselves  what  the 
disturbances  proceeded  from. 

4216.  Have  you  any  objection  to  state  what  they  proceeded  from  ?  — I  was  not 
a  member  of  the  Government ;  I  was  on  the  bench  at  the  time  ;  but  I  believe 
that  they  were  very  much  instigated  by  parties  who  were  desirous  of  making 
terms  themselves  for  obtaining  some  mining  rights. 

4217.  Were  those  parties  who  were  at  all  connected  with  the  country,  or 
who  wished  to  go  into  that  countrv  for  the  sake  of  settlement  ? — Thev  were 
people  who  were  living  altogether  iu  Canada,  and  who  were  going  from  Canada 
towards  that  part  of  the  country  with  a  view  of  establishing  mining  operations  ; 
there  was  a  perfect  mania  for  getting  mining  licences,  and  1  believe  that  some  of 
these  parties  who  were  disappointed  in  obtaining  those  licences  which  they 
desired,  endeavoured  10  raise  a  disturbance  with  the  Indians  in  the  hopes 
that  they  would  make  themselves  of  importance  to  the  Government  in  settling 
the  matter,  and  would  gain  something  which  they  had  been  unable  to  get 
before.  That  is  what  I  have  understood  to  have  been  the  real  history  of  the 
case. 

4218.  From  that  investigation,  was  any  idea  of  the  value  of  the  minerals  in 
that  country  formed?  — Not  from  that  particular  investigation,  but  Sir  Wilham 
Logan,  either  himself,  or  through  one  of  his  assistants,  reported  generally  upon 
that  subject  to  the  Canadian  Government  as  early  as  the  year  1845  or  1846. 
Sir  William  Logan,  either  himself  went  there,  or  sent  some  one  of  his  assistants, 
who  were  connected  with  him  in  the  geological  survey  of  the  province,  and 
made  a  report  to  the  Canadian  Government  on  the  subject. 

4219.  Has  that  report  been  sent  home? — I  think  it  is  published.  I  am  sure 
that  1  have  a  printed  copy  of  all  his  reports,  for  they  are  extremely  interesting; 
and  extremely  valuable ;  they  were  published  b)"  the  Canadian  Parliament. 

4220.  You  spoke  of  the  communication  from  the  Red  River  to  Europe  by 
Lake  Superior ;  you  said  that  if  commerce  were  allowed  to  go  down  the  JMis- 
sissippi  River,  and  if  that  were  proved  to  be  its  natural  outlet,  then  that  Upper 
Province,  if  one  may  call  it  so,  would  no  longer  remain  a  British  dominion ;  are 
you  not  of  opinion  that  the  natural  communication  is  by  Lake  Superior,  and 
through  the  lakes  down  the  St.  Lawrence  ? — I  think  that  unless  you  can  succeed 
in  making  it  so  the  effect  of  all  the  commercial  intercourse  of  tiie  country  being 
necessarily  w  ith  the  United  States,  will  be,  to  make  all  the  interests  of  the 
inhabitants  American,  all  their  deahngs  Ameiican,  and  the  Americans  will  come 
up  there  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  payment  for  any  goods  which  they  furnish  ; 
the  whole  tendency  of  that  must  be  to  make  the  people  look  more  to  the  country 
Avith  which  they  are  continually  dealing,  than  to  one  which  they  have  nothing  at 
all  to  do  with. 

4221.  You  recollect  a  short  time  ago  a  ship  coming  from  Chicago  to  Liver- 
pcol: — I  do. 

4222.  Is  there  any  greater  difficulty  in  coming  from  the  western  extremity  of 
Lake  Superior  to  Liverpool  than  there  is  m  coming  from  Chicago  to  Liverpool? 
—Without  a  canal  to  Saulte  St.  Marie  you  could  not  pass  through  at  all ;  the  only 
thing  that  it  is  now  limited  by  is  the  size  of  the  canal.  Any  vessel  which  can 
pass  through  tliat  canal  can  come  irom  the  end  of  Lake  Superior  to  Liverpool  as 
easily  as  a  vessel  could  do  so  from  Chicago. 

4223.  But  that  canal  will  admit  of  a  vessel  as  large  as  thf  W'elland  Canal  will, 
will  it  not.^— I  think  larger,  if  1  am  not  mistaken,  it  is  but  half  a  mile  or  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  ( aual. 

4224.  So 
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4224.  So  that  there  is  no  more  difficulty  in  coming  from  Fort  William  to           Hon. 
Liverpool  than  from  Chicago  to  Liverpool? — It  is  only  limited  by  the  size  of  W.H. Draper, c.s. 
that  canal.  — 

4225.  Chairman.]  Have  you  with  you  the  Minute  of  Council  in  which  you      28  May  1857. 
■were  requested  to  come  to  this  country  on  behalf  of  the  interests  of  Canada  ?  — 

I  can  send  for  it  and  obtain  it,  but  I  have  not  it  here. 

4226.  Perhaps  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  put  it  in  ? — I  will  do  so. 


Jovis,  4°  die  Junii,  1857- 


MEMBEllS  PRESENT. 


Mr.  Blackburn- 
Mr.  Christy. 
Mr.  Edward  Ellice. 
Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam. 
Viscount  Goderich. 
Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  Grogan. 
Mr.  Kinnaird. 


Mr.  Labouchere. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Lord  Stanley. 


The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LAHOUCHERE,  in  the  Chair. 


The  Honourable  William  Henri/  Draper,  c.b.,  called  in;  and  further  Examined. 

4227.  Chairman.]  HAVE  you  any  statement  which  you  wish  to  make  to  the 
Committee  in  addition  to  the  evidence  which  you  gave  to  us  the  other  day  ? — 
I  have  obtained  from  Canada  a  map,  which  has  been  carefully  prepared  in  the 
Crown  Lands  Office,  or  which  has  been  compiled  from  the  best  authorities  within 
their  possession,  for  the  purpose  not  only  of  showing  the  situation  of  the  various 
posts,  but  also  to  show  the  lines  of  isothermal  temperature,  to  show  the  geological 
structure,  and  to  show  besides  that,  by  references  to  different  authorities,  the 
assumed  climate ;  that  is  to  say,  the  climate  as  it  has  been  represented  by  people 
who  have  visited  the  countrj',  giviuii  in  each  instance  where  the  authority  is  taken 
from ;  so  that  it  presents  at  one  view  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  truth  with 
regard  to  all  these  matters. 

4228.  Has  that  map  been  published  ? — I  have  only  one  copy  of  it  yet,  though 
I  believe  there  are  on  the  way  to  me  from.  Liverpool,  at  this  moment,  one  or  two 
more. 

4229.  Has  it  been  published  in  Canada  ? — It  has  not  been  published,  and  for 
this  reason  ;  it  has  been  sent  to  me  before  it  is  completed,  in  order  that  I  might 
make  use  of  it  tiere.  The  geological  portion  of  it  is  under  the  correction  of  Sir 
William  Logan,  in  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  and  that  particular  sheet  will 
be  completed  with  his  corrections  before  it  is  put  forth  and  made  public.  At 
present,  therefore,  it  is  not  a  published  map. 

4230.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  put  it  in  ? — {The  Witness  delivered  in  the 
same.) 


Hon. 
W.H.  Draper,  C.B. 


4  June  1857. 


The  Right  Reverend  David  Anderson,  d.d.,  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land,  called 

in  ;  and  Examined. 


4231 .  Chairman.]  HOW  long  have  you  been  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land? — For 
eight  years. 

4232.  Have  you  constantly  resided  in  your  diocese  during  that  time?— For 
seven  years  I  have  resided  there.     I  only  returned  in  October  last. 

4233.  Where  did  you  generally  live  when  you  were  there? — At  the  Red  River 
Settlement. 

4234.  Have  you  had  occasion,  since  you  have  been  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land, 
to  travel  extensively  in  your  diocese  ? — I  have  visited  Moose,  which  is  1 ,200 
miles  from  the  Red  River,  at  the  bottom  of  James's  Bay,  and  also  English  River, 
which  is  in  the  other  direction,  I  believe  about  700  miles  from  the  Red  River. 
Those  stations  I  have  visited  twice  over,  and  have  held  confirmations  within  12 

0.24— Sess.  2.         ■  F  F  4  months 


Right  Rev. 
David  Anderson, 

D.D. 


232      MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

^'S^j  ^^''-        months  in  those  two  spots,  which  are  about  2,000  miles  apart  from  each  other  ; 
avtd  Anderson,    ^^^  j  always  in  the  summer  undertake  a  journey  of  some  extent,  varying  it  from 
'  year  to  year ;  that  is  to  say,  for  about  the  four  summer  months,  during  which 

4  June  iS'i'j        alone  1  can  travel  to  any  great  distance. 

4235.  Are  there  clergymen  attached  to  the  stations  which  you  have  mentioned  ? 
— Yes,  to  both  of  them ;  there  is  a  clergyman  connected  with  the  Church  Mission- 
ary Society  at  each  of  those  spots. 

4236.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  give  the  Committee  an  idea  of  what  is 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  system  of  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  over 
which  you  preside? — I  think  there  are  19  clergy  besides  myself;  that  is  to  say, 
we  are  altogether  20  in  number.  When  I  went  out  we  were  five  in  number, 
and  that  has  been  the  increase  in  seven  years.  Of  those  clerg}%  15  are  furnished 
by  the  Church  Blissio^iary  Society,  two  are  furnished  by  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  one  by  the  Colonial  Church  Society,  and  one  is 
chaplain  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

4237.  They  are  paid  by  those  societies  ?— Exactly  so. 

423S.  Will  you  allow  me  to  ask  you  from  what  source  your  own  revenue  is 
derived? — My  own  revenue  is  derived  from  a  bequest  of  the  late  Mr.  Leith, 
chief  factor,  which  was  left  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  There  was  afterwards 
a  suit  in  Chancery  regarding  it ;  it  was  litigated  by  the  members  of  his  own 
family  ;  but,  it  was  at  last  decided  by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Lord  Langdale,  in 
favour  of  the  establishment  of  a  bishopric.  The  dividends  from  that  bequest 
amount  to  about  380/.  a  year,  and  Lord  Langdale  made  it  a  proviso  in  giving 
the  judgment  that  the  Company  should  attach  a  chaplaincy  also,  which  is  300/. 
a  year,  so  that  my  whole  income  is  680/.  or  690/.  a  year. 

4239.  Then  it  is  derived,  as  I  understand  it,  partly  from  this  bequest,  and 
partly  from  the  funds  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — Yes. 

4240.  But  the  whole  is  paid  to  you  through  the  instrumeutality  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company? — Yes;  so  that  1  derive  none  from  England  ;  it  is  in  a  measure 
paid  from  the  land  itself. 

4241.  Viscount  Goderich  ]  But  the  whole  of  it  is  paid  under  the  judgment  of 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls? — Yes;  the  380/.  is  the  dividend  from  the  funded 
property  in  London,  and  the  300  /.  extra  for  the  chaplaincy  is  from  the  adjudi- 
cation of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

4242.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.~\  It  was  a  voluntary  grant  on  the  part  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  was  it  not  ?  —Entirely  so,  except  that  Lord  Langdale, 
if  I  understand  it,  would  not  give  judgment  until  that  had  been  done.  There 
would  not  have  been  enough  for  the  foundation  of  the  bishopric  without  the 
chaplaincy. 

42^3.  The  300  /.  on  the  part  of  the  company  is  a  voluntary  grant  of  itself? — I 
imagine  so,  only  that  it  is  tied  up  by  Lord  Langdale's  decision. 

4244.  Chairman.^  Their  payment  of  that  300/.  a  year,  winch  no  doubt  was 
voluntary  on  their  part,  was,  as  I  understand  it,  the  condition  attached  to  their 
receiving  the  larger  sum  from  this  bequest  for  the  endowment  of  the  bishopric  ? 
— Quite  so. 

4245.  Is  this  payment  secured  to  the  bishopric  of  Rupert's  Land,  or  could  this 
arrangement  be  disturbed,  at  the  option  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  at  any 
time  ? — f  hardly  imagine  that  it  could  be  disturbed. 

4246.  You  believe  that  it  is  secured  ? — I  believe  so ;  I  think  the  nature  of  the 
legal  decision  secured  it. 

4247.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  system  is  efficient  in  doing  good  among 
the  Indians  ? — Very  much  so  indeed.  If  1  had  been  told,  eight  years  ago,  that 
the  amount  of  good  which  has  been  produced  could  have  been  effected,  I  should 
hardly  have  thought  it.  There  is  a  larger  amount  of  good  effected  than  I  had 
expected  upon  going  out  to  the  country. 

4248.  Have  they  been  Christianised  to  any  considerable  extent? — Very 
largely  in  particular  parts;  at  the  Indian  settlement  on  the  Red  River,  and  at 
Moose  Fort  on  James's  Bay,  and  also  on  the  Saskatchawan,  at  Christchurch, 
Cumberland. 

4249.  Mr.  Kinnaird.']  I  believe  you  have  with  you  a  paper ;  can  you  furnish 
the  number  of  stations  and  agents  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society? — Yes;  I 
have  three  documents  which  can  be  given  in. 

[His  Lordship  delivered  in  the  same,  which  are  as  follow :] 
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Right  Rev. 
(A.)  David  Anderson, 

B.D. 

Statement  respecting  the  Operations  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  in  North  West  — 

America.  4  June  1857, 

The  Church  Missionary  Society  was  first  induced  to  undertake  a  mission  to  the  terri- 

-tories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  consequence  of  the  representations  made  by  the 

Company's  chaplain,  the  Rev.  J.  West,   and   by  the   personal  attendance  of  two  of  the 

Directors  of  the  Company  at  a  meeting   of  the  Committee   of  the    Society,  held  28th 

January  1822. 

From  that  period  the  Society  has  maintained  an  increasing  establishment  of  missionaries, 
catechists,  and  schoolmasters.     They  have  at  the  present  time — 

13  Missionary  stations. 
11  English  clergymen. 
3  Native  clergymen. 
19  Country-born  and  native  teachers. 

The  Indians  brought  under  Christian  Instruction  are  estimated  at  8,000  or  10,000, 
The  communicants,  who  are  all  registered,  number  774. 
The  schools  are  18  and  the  scholars  795. 

Upon  these  operations  the  Society  has  expended  very  nearly  50,000  /. ;  and  the  entire 
annual  expenditure  at  home  and  abroad  on  account  of  the  mission  is,  at  the  present  time, 
about  6,000 1,  a  year.     The  expenditure  is  distributed  nearly  in  the  following  proportions  : 


Salaries  and  personal  allowances  of  missionaries     -        -        -        - 

Passages,  freight  of  supplies  sent  out,  missionaries  at  home,  and 

education  of  children  sent  home         ___--- 

Buildings  in  the  mission       -.-_---- 
Education  of  Indians  --------- 


£. 
2,700 

1,200 

500 

1,600 


6,000 


The  missionaries  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  in  every  case  receive  the  amount  of 
salary  assigned  by  the  society  to  their  respective  stations,  which  have  been  carefully  adjusted 
to  the  circumstances  of  those  stations,  and  no  more.  The  normal  salary  is  200  Z.  per  annum 
for  a  married  missionary,  and  100  /.  for'  a  schoolmaster  or  lay  agent.  In  three  cases  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  make  an  allowance  of  50 1,  in  consideration  of  the  missionary'a 
services  as  chaplain  to  their  servants ;  but  this  sum  goes  to  the  relief  of  the  society,  and  not 
of  the  missionary  at  the  station. 

The  Company  have  been  accustomed  to  give  a  free  passage  in  their  annual  ships  to  the 
missionaries  of  the  society  proceeding  to  their  territory ;  and  in  various  other  ways  they 
have  countenanced  the  labours  of  the  missionaries,  so  fai:  as  the  same  have  not  interfered 
with  their  trading  occupations. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  mission  the  society's  agents  were  few  in  number,  and  chiefly 
laboured  amongst  the  settlers  and  half-castes,  and  comparatively  few  Indians  were  brought 
under  Christian  instruction,  and  the  expenditure  of  the  society  was  small ;  but  of  late  years 
native  agency  having  been  trained  and  extensively  employed,  and  several  thousand  Indians 
having  embraced  Christianity,  and  the  mission  having  received  a  more  complete  organization 
under  the  zealous  encouragement  and  assistance  of  the  bishop,  the  expenditure  of  the  society 
has  risen  in  proportion.  But  they  trust  that  the  expenditure  has  reached  Its  limit,  and  that 
the  native  churches  will  gradually  become  self-supporting ;  and  that  the  Company  and  the 
settlers  will  be  ready  to  undertake  the  work  of  general  education,  and  to  take  a  large  share 
in  the  evangelization  of  the  remaining  heathen  Indians. 

This  is  the  ultimate  success  for  which  the  Church  Missionary  Society  labours ;  and  when 
a  mission  has  been  brought  to  this  point,  the  society  purposes  gradually  to  withdraw  its 
expenditure,  and  to  apply  its  funds  to  other  heathen  tribes. 

For  the  Committee, 

Church  Missionary  House,  Henry  Venn, 

4  June  1857.  Hon.  Sec.  Church  Missionary  Society. 
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Right  Rev. 

Damd  Andersrm 

(B.) 

D.  D. 

Statistics  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society's  North  V\^e3t  American  Mission 

:  1857. 

4  June  1857. 

Com- 

STATIONS. 

MISSIONARIES  AND  ASSISTANTS. 

muiii  cants. 

Scholars. 

Red  Eiver  District : 

St.  Andrew's  Church    -         -j 

"Venerable  Archdeacon  Hunter  - 
Rev.  W.  W.  Kirkby           -        - 

}     200 

— 

School         -         - 

Mr.  C.  Mayhew,  Model  Training 
Master. 

- 

School  at  Middle  Church       -1 
Park's  Creek 
Little  Britain 
Mapleton 

•     251 

Native  Schoolmasters 

- 

, 

Indian  Settlement  Church 

Rev.  A.  Cowley 

150 



Settlement  School 

School  at  Broken  Head  River 
Fort  Alexander       -  ( 
Old  Saulteaux         -J 

Native  Schoolmasters 

- 

123 

Portage  La  Prairie : 

Church         -         -         .         - 

Venerable  Archdeacon  Cochran  - 

47 

Ml. 

School          -         .         -         _ 

Native  Schoolmaster  - 

- 

37 

Islington :  School-house 

Rev.  R.  M'Donald  (country-born). 
Native  Schoolmaster  -        -         - 

— 

12 

Fairford : 

Church         -         -         -          -^ 

Rev.  W.  Stagg. 

— 

— 

WXl  UJL  \jLL                                                                                             1 

Rev.  James  Settee  (pure  Indian) 

25 

_ 

School  at  Station           -         -"f 
Out-station,  Jack  River         -J 

Native  Schoolmasters 

- 

1       62 

Fort  Pelly 

Charles  Pratt  (native  catechist)  - 

- 

Cumberland : 

Christ  Church                -         -| 

Rev.  H.  George 

Rev.  Henry  Budd  (pure  Indian). 

110 

— 

Two  Schools         -        -        - 

Native  Schoolmasters 

- 

102 

Out-station,  Nepowewin 

Thomas  Cooke  (native  catechist) 

27 

16 

Moose  Lake 

John  Umpherville    (native   cate- 
chist). 

23 

28 

English  River : 

Church  (building) 

Rev.  R.  Hunt   -        -        -        - 

73 

__ 

School 

Native  Schoolmaster  -         -         - 

*  1 

76 

York  Fort: 

1 
1 

Church         -         -         -         - 

Rev.  W.  Mason          -        -        _ 

24 

, 

School           -         -         .         - 

Native  Schoolmaster  -         -        - 

_ 

58 

Out-station,  Churchill. 

— 

. 

Severn. 

, 

. 



Moose  Fort : 

Church 

Rev.  J.  Horden 

95 



School          -        -        .        . 

Native  Schoolmaster  -        -        - 

30 

Out-station,  Rupert's  House 





Albany 

Isaac  Hardisty. 



— . 

Osnaburgh. 

» 

■ 

774 

795 

Beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains : 
Fort  Simpson,  Columbia 
Stations  not  fixed   - 


4  June  1857. 


MissiONAHiES  and  Agents. 

-     Mr.  W.  Duncan,  Trained  Schoolmaster  (on  his  way) 
Rev.  E.   A.  Watkin;    removed  from  Fort  Geoi^e, 

James's  Bay. 
Rev.  T,  H.  Fleming. 
Mr.  Gardner,  Catechist. 

Henry  Venn, 
Hon.  Sec.  Church  Missionary  Society. 
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Right  lev. 
David  Anderton, 

(C.)  D.D. 


Comparative  Expenditure  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society  on  account  of  the  4  June  1857. 

North  West  America  Mission,  for  10  Years,  1847-48  to  1856-57. 


TEARS. 


1847-48 
1848-49 
1849-50 
1850-51 
1851-52 
1852-53 
1853-54 
1854-55 
1855-56 
1856-57 


AMOUNT. 


£.  *.    d. 

1,910  8    - 

1,905  -    2 

1,789  1     - 

2,199  19     9 

2,877  5     6 

3,471  3     3 

4,002  7  11 

5,856  2     7 

5,711  18     - 

5,672  12  11 


4  June  1857.  Henri/  Venn, 

Hon.  Sec.  Church  Missionary  Society. 

4250.  How  far  are  you  personally  acquainted  with  the  stations  and  operations 
of  the  society  within  your  diocese? — I  have  visited  every  station  twice  over  that 
is  occupied  by  any  missionary. 

4251.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  missionaries  on  the  whole? 
— They  are  very  devoted  and  faithful  men,  and  are  doing  a  vast  amount  of  good. 

4252.  I  think  you  have  had  brought  under  your  notice  a  part  of  the  evidence 
given  before  us,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  missionaries  had  received  a  sop 
for  doing  certain  things.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  men,  have  you  any  idea 
that  they  were  subject  to  undue  influences  at  all  ? — I  imagine  not.  The  grant 
was  declined  by  one  who  imagined  that  he  had  enough  without  the  grant ;  and 
it  would  have  been  made  up  to  the  other  two  by  the  (Church  Missionary  Society 
independently;  so  that  I  do  not  feel  that  any  influence  was  exerted  over  them 
prejudicially. 

4253.  What  are  the  number  and  character  of  the  native  agents  ? — I  have  two 
native  ordained  clergymen,  that  is  to  say,  native  Indian  clergymen,  and  one  who 
is  a  country-born  clergyman,  namely,  born  in  the  country,  but  not  an  Indian  in 
the  same  sense  as  the  other  two. 

4254.  Do  you  find  them  very  efficient  and  competent?^ — They  are  very  useful 
in  acting  on  their  countrymen.  Still  my  own  impression  is,  that  the  perfection 
of  work  is  a  European  and  an  Indian  together ;  that  there  should  be  the  European 
head,  and  the  Indian  as  the  mouthpiece. 

4255.  What  success  should  you  say  has  attended  the  labours  of  the  mis- 
sionaries in  the  instruction  of  the  Indians,  speaking  generally  from  your  eight 
years'  experience?— Great  success  in  particular  places;  the  Indian  settlement  is 
like  a  parish  at  home  in  some  measure,  where  they  have  their  little  farms  around 
them,  and  some  of  the  comforts  of  life. 

4256.  What  is  your  estimate  of  the  number  of  Indians  under  Christian  instruc- 
tion in  the  country  ? — It  is  very  difficult  to  return  an  exact  answer,  because  so 
many  merely  come  to  the  missionaries  for  a  short  period  of  the  year  ;  many  of  them 
only  come  for  a  fortnight  in  the  autumn,  and  a  fortnight  in  the  spring,  and  are 
away  at  their  hunting-ground  all  the  winter  ;  but  I  think  if  you  take  those  wh(» 
are  acted  upon  by  Christianity,  there  may  be  from  8,000  to  10,000  who  are  acted 
upon  more  or  less  by  it. 

4257.  How  far  have  those  who  are  brought  under  influence  been  induced  to 
adopt  settled  and  industrial  habits  ?— Where  it  is  possible  they  do  adopt  habits  of 
industry,  but  that  is  only  in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory ;  it  is  possible  at 
the  Indian  settlement  on  the  Red  River,  but  it  is  not  possible  at  Moose,  on 
James's  Bay,  and  not  possible  at  York,  on  the  Hudson's  Bay. 

4258.  Why  is  it  not  possible  at  Moose  on  James's  Bay  ?— From  temperature  : 
from  the  cUmate. 

4259.  Chairman.]  Is  the  temperature  such  that  the  ground  is  susceptible  of 
0.24— Sess.  2.  G  G  2  no 
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Right  Rev.        no  kind  of  cultivation  ? — Very  little.   At  Moose  they  have  tried  crops  of  different 
Bavid  Anderson,    kinds  ;  wheat  of  rapid  growth ;  but  they  can  hardly  depend  upon  it  at  all. 

'"'  4260.  I  presume  that  if  that  is  so,  cultivation  is  quite  impossible  at  York  ? — 

4 June  iSki       Quite  impossible;  but  at  the  Red.  River,  where  I  live,  the  crops  are  remarkably 
good  ;  I  think  as  good  as  in  any  part  of  Canada. 

4261.  Wheat  is,  comparatively  speaking,  a  delicate  plant ;  are  there  no  other 
kinds  of  crops  which  can  be  cultivated  at  the  Moose  settlement  r — They  hope  to 
grow  a  little  barley,  but  it  is  very  uncertain  from  year  to  year,  from  the  summer 
frosts. 

4262.  Mr.  Kinnaird.l  What  is  the  social  state  and  prospects  of  that  Christian 
village  called  the  Indian  Settlement,  on  the  Red  River  r — The  population  there 
increases  at  the  present  moment. 

4263.  The  purely  Indian  population  increases  ? — Yes. 

4264.  Have  you  any  statistical  fact  of  that  increase  ? — I  have  here  the  follow- 
ing, which  is  from  the  register  of  the  settlement.  The  total  number  of  baptisms 
administered  in  this  parish  (that  is  the  Indian  settlement  parish)  in  15  years  is 
545  ;  total  of  deaths,  308  ;  balance  in  favour  of  the  increase,  237. 

4265.  That  is  a  very  large  increase,  is  it  not  r — Yes;  that  is  from  the  actual 
return  on  the  spot,  from  the  register. 

4266.  Would  you  gather  from  that  fact,  that  if  you  were  enabled  to  form  other 
settlements  of  these  Indians  in  a  good  climate,  you  have  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  same  results  would  occur? — I  think  so;  I  think  when  settled  the  Indians 
increase ;  up  the  country  they  would  decrease,  from  want  of  food  and  want  of 
clothing. 

4267.  Do  the  births  among  the  settled  Indians  exceed  the  deaths  generally  ? — 
Yes,  wherever  they  are  Christianised  and  settled. 

4268.  What  is  the  state  of  the  Christian  Indians  who  are  still  leading  the  life 
of  hunters  ;  who  are  still  following  their  old  occupation  ■ — I  think  many  of  them 
very  exemplary,  but  chiefly  around  Moose  Fort ;  that  is  our  best  exemplication 
of  missionary  work.  There  the  Indians  only  come  perhaps  for  a  short  time  in  the 
autumn,  and  a  short  time  in  the  spring,  and  are  away  almost  the  whole  of  the 
winter.  They  come  to  the  minister  on  the  spot  and  get  instruction.  They  are 
chiefly  taught  in  this  system  {producing  a  paper),  not  in  our  own  characters,  but 
in  what  we  call  the  syllabic  character,  a  sort  of  system  of  short-hand. 

4269.  Is  that  found  very  effective  ? — On  this  plan  they  can  learn  in  three  days 
enough  to  puzzle  out  the  system  for  themselves  ;  but  in  a  week  they  can  learn 
sufficient  to  go  away  and  read  their  Lttle  books  for  the  winter. 

4270.  Have  you  found  them  bring  back  the  same  books,  having  improved 
between  the  periods  of  their  hunting  and  returning  ? — Yes  ;  they  wear  their 
books  to  the  very  last  degree  ;  and  when  away  from  the  minister  they  have  their 
■own  family  worship  night  and  moining,  and  have  their  worship  on  the  Sunday 
when  it  comes  round. 

4271.  What  do  you  find  is  the  capacity  of  the  Indians  for  reading  and  writing 
their  own  language  r — I  think  they  are  very  quick.  Since  I  have  been  in  London. 
I  have  received  a  letter  from  them  written  in  this  S3dlabic  character,  and  they 
write  one  to  another  as  freely  as  we  should  write  letters. 

4272.  What  are  the  advantages  of  the  syllabic  system  of  writing? — It  abridges 
the  extreme  length  of  the  Indian  words.  The  word  for  "  darkness"  (in  "  lighten 
our  darkness  ")  has  2 1  letters  in  the  Indian  language,  written  in  full ;  but  it  would 
be  very  much  abridged  in  this  syllabic  character.  The  word  for  "  God,"  which 
we  write  in  English  perhaps  in  seven  letters,  has  only  three  symbols  in  this 
character  ;  so  that  it  is  as  short  to  write  as  "  God  "  with  ourselves. 

4273.  Then  you  think  that  the  Indians  have  responded  to  the  benefits  which, 
they  have  had  of  the  teaching  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  you  expected  when 
you  went  out  ? — Very  much  more  so.  I  am  sure  that  a  visit  to  Moose  from  any 
one  would  convince  him  of  the  fact. 

4274.  Do  you  think  that  more  could  be  done  for  the  Indians  than  has  been 
done.  Can  you  suggest  any  increased  means.  Could  the  Company  do  more  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians  ? — I  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  Company  lately  (the 
Company  asked  me  to  address  any  suggestions  which  I  had  to  make  on  coming 
home),  and  it  was  received  by  them  in  a  very  friendly  spirit.  I  have  a  copy  of 
the  memorial  here. 

4275.  What  is  the  general  character  of  the  relations  between  the  Indians  and 
the  Company  ;  is  it  considerate  and  kind,  should  you  say  from  your  experience, 

or 
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or  the  contrary  ? — I  think  the  Company  have  done  much  for  the  Indians  in  the         Riglit  Rev. 
length  of  time  that  they  have  possessed  the  country ;  much  in  saving  the  Indians     David  Anderson, 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.     Of  course,  in  some  ways,  I  could  °'  °' 

vpish  that  they  had  done  more  in  the  way  of  education ;  and  in  this  memorial        ~~,        T" 
which  I  presented  to  the  Company,  I  proposed  the  giving  of  a  grant  in  aid  if       ^         ^^^' 
they  would  plant  education  at  some  of  the  leading  forts  up  the  country ;  they 
advancing  one  half,  and  the  Church  giving  the  other  half. 

4276.  Have  you  had  any  answer  to  that  memorial  yet  ?— It  has  received  an 
answer  in  several  shapes  from  the  Company.  I  am  willing  that  the. memorial 
should  be  lodged  as  a  document  with  the  Committee.  I  asked  for  a  gift  from 
the  Company  towards  my  immediate  work  at  the  present  moment,  which  has 
been  kindly  granted  at  once. 

4277.  When  was  the  memorial  sent  in  ;  since  you  came  home? — Yes. 

4278.  You  returned  in  what  month? — At  the  end  of  October. 

^His  Lordship  delivered  in  a  copy  of  the  Memorial,  which  is  as  follows  :] 

(D.) 
To  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Honourable  Hudsqri's  Bay  Company. 
Gentlemen, 

On  my  first  appearance  at  your  Board  after  my  return,  you  were  kind  enough  to  ask  me 
to  prepare  a  memorial,  containing  any  suggestions  regarding  the  condition  of  that  counii'y 
in  which  we  have  a  common  interest.  The  subject  has  been  very  bffcen  on  my  mind  since, 
and  constant  occupation  has  alone  prevented  me  from  complying  sooner  with  your 
request. 

It  is  indeed  diflScult  to  advance  any  general  propositions  regarding  the  territory,  from 
the  entire  difference  of  condition  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  and  that  of  the  country  at 
large.  And  yet,  if  Rupert's  Land  is  to  rise,  it  must  be  from  encouragement  given  to  the 
Settlement.  Now,  the  one  barrier  which  most  retards  its  progress  would  be  the  want  of 
direct  approach,  except  on  the  side  of  the  United  States. 

Would  it  not  be  possible  to  improve  in  any  way  the  navigation  from  York  Fort  to  Lake 
Winnipeg,^  or  to  ofjen  a  more  direct  communication  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red  River  ? 
The  condition  of  some  of  the  Rapids  is  certainly  very  dangerous  on  the  way  from  Norway 
House.  An  outlay  comparatively  small  might  remedy  some  of  these,  so  as  to  facilitate  the 
importation  of  English  goods.  A  survey  too  of  the  land  intervening  between  Fond  du  Lac 
and  the  Settlement  might  open  up  the  other  route,  with  perhaps  even  'a  smaller  risk. 

My  own  feeling  is  strong  that  the  country  will  now  admit  of  immigration,  if  conducted 
on  a  wise  and  cautious  scale.  Artisans  and  tradesmen  are  certainly  required  at  the  present 
time  at  the  Red  River.  If  a  small  number  of  carpenters,  masons,  and  blacksmiths  could 
gradually  be  sent  out  by  the  Honourable  Company  furnished  with  a  free  passage,  it  would 
raise  the  character  of  the  population  and  lead  to  the  foundation  of  special  trades.  If  not 
conveyed  out  from  Britain,  they  will  soon  find  their  way  across  from  the  United 
-States.  ' 

Perhaps  some  young  men  could  be  found  to  go  out  in  such  capacities  from  industrial 
schools,  and  the  Home  Government  might  be  induced  to  contribute  towards  sending  them 
out  in  the  first  instance,  if  grants  of  land  were  held  out  to  them  in  prospect  after  a  certain 
period  of  residence  in  the  territory. 

Another  settlement  might  surely  be  attempted,  in  addition  to  the  solitary  one  at  Red 
Eiver.  As  occupying  an  intermediate  position  between  it  and  Canada,  the  spot  indicated 
by  Sir  G.  Simpson,  between  Lac  la  Pluie  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  might  be  selected. 
If  the  Company  were  willing  to  extend  some  assistance  annually  towards  such  an  object, 
I  should  be  glad  to  promise  a  clergyman  and  a  schoolmaster.  Such  a  measure  would 
manifest  an  earnest  desire  for  the  welfare  of  the  Indian,  and  that  large  population  over 
which  the  Company  bears  rule. 

I  have  to  express  my  obligation  for  much  valuable  aid  which  has  been  rendered  to  me  by 
your  Board  and  the  Council  of  Rupert's  Land  in  the  erection  of  churches  and  other  eccle- 
siastical matters.  More  especially,  I  have  to  thank  the  Comjjany  for  undertaking  to  build  at 
their  own  cost  the  churches  at  Moose  and  at  York,  now  in  progress.  On  this  head  I  have 
■'but  one  petition  to  present,  which  concerns  my  own  cathedral,  to  be  commenced  immediately 
on  my  return.  Might  I  ask  from  the  Honourable  Company  a  grant  of  500 1,  towards  that 
object,  to  be  paid  in  two  annual  instalments?  The  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge  have  granted  me  such  a  sum,  and  I  trust  that  the  Company  will  not  be  unwil- 
'ling  to  contribute  the  like  amount  to  that  church,  which  will  be  the  mother  church  of  all 
the  churches  of  the  land.  Of  the  need  of  such  a  building,  instead  of  the  present  church 
of  St.  John's,  Sir  G.  Simpson  is  well  aware,  as  he  is  also  of  the  difficulties  which  will 
attend  the  undertaking.  When  standing  on  the  spot  this  summer.  Sir  Geoi-ge  himself 
Tecommended  me  to  take  out  an  architect  or  a  contractor  of  a  better  description  from 
England  with  me. 

0.24 — Sess,  2.  G  G  3  I  have 
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Right  Rev.  ^  hz\e  to  i-equest  a  passage  to  Moose  Fort  by  the  "Prince  Arthur"  for  Mr.  Fleming,  of 

David  Anderson.    t^6  Church  Missionary  Society.     He  ijoes  out  to  assist  the  liev.  John  Horden,  as  the 
D.  D.  Rev.  E.  C.  Watkins  will  now  be  removed  towards  the  Saskatchewan. 

I  can  scarcely  expect  the  Company  to  add  to  our  clerical  staff;  and  yet  I  should  feel  it  a 

4.  June  18^7.  gfeat  relief  if  they  could  increase  tiie  salary  of  their  own  chaplain,  the  Rev.  J.  Chapman, 
after  seven  years'  service,  to  200  Z.  per  annum,  as  the  50  Z.  in  addition  to  their  150  Z.  falls 
entirely  on  myself. 

In  education  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  100  Z.  still  continued  to  the  Red  River 
Academy,  and  now  devoted  to  the  Academy  for  Young  Ladies  at  St.  Cross.  The  matter 
which  weighs  at  times  heavily  on  my  mind  in  this  department  would  be  the  thought  of  so 
inany  at  some  forts  without  any  education  afforded  them,  as,  for  instance,  at  Fort  Carlton. 
If  a  schoolmaster  could  be  appointed  at'  such  leading  spots  as  Carlton,  Albany,  Lac  Seul, 
the  Company  bearing  half  the  expense  and  the  Church  the  remaining  half,  it  would  be  a 
mighty  lever  for  elevating  and  Improving  the  land.  It  would  be  a  source  of  great  pleasure 
to  me  if  the  Company  would  sanction  such  a  proposal,  even  for  four  or  five  of  the  principal 
forts. 

Such  matters  are  more  under  my  own  cognizance  than  the  details  of  social  and  political 
economy.  I  cannot,  however,  refrain  from  saying,  that  I  deem  the  present  tariff  on  goods 
at  York,  at  the  Red  River,  and  up  the  country,  higher  than  can  be  justified  on  the  usual 
principles  of  commerce.  I  only  mention  this  as  a  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Board,  as  a  point  whicli  I  feel  it  difficult  to  account  for  when  called  upon  to  do  so  in 
public. 

The  Indian  tariff  might,  1  have  always  thought,  be  somewhat  more  equalised  over  the 
country.  An  identity  of  price  for  furs  is, not,  of  course,  to  be  expected;  but  a  greater 
equality  of  price  might,  I  am  sure,  prevail  with  great  advantage  when  two  forts  are  so  near 
as  Fort  Alexander  and  the  Red  River,  or  even  Cumberland  and  Norway  House,  fn 
saying  this,  I  must,  however,  profess  an  entire  ignorance  of  such  concerns,  having  always 
purposely  abstained  from  entering  into  them.  Of  the  general  fact  I  am  of  necessity 
conscious,  and  merely  on  that  account  would  plead,  as  I  am  in  duty  bound,  on  behalf  of  the 
poor  Indian,  who  has  often  represented  to  me  his  condition,  and  begged  me  to  undertake 
his  cause. 

On  the  general  question  of  the  trade  of  the  country,  I  subjoin  an  extract  from  a  letter 
received  since  my  return  to  England  from  one  formerly  in  my  own  diocese,  but  now  in  that 
of  Toronto-,  who  is  a  shrewd  and  acute  observer  of  passing  events,  and  whose  name  will 
at  once  suggest  itself  to  many  of  the  committee,  and  which  tends  to  corroborate  many  of 
the  views  given  in  the  above  memorial. 

Referring  to  the  agitation  in  Canada  on  the  subject  of  the  charter,  the  writer  ob- 
serves— 

"  After  four  years'  residence  in  Canada,  my  own  opinions  are  unchanged  as  to  the  evils 
that  would  follow  free  trade  in  furs.  It  would  doubtless  enable  unscrupulous  adventurers 
to  make  money  in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory.  Rum  would  be  largely  used,  and 
the  Indians  greatly  demoralised,  and  difficulties  consequently  thrown  in  the  way  of  mis- 
sionary operations.  I  never  hesitate  to  express  my  opinion  to  that  effect  whenever  I  am 
asked  what  I  think  of  the  movement. 

"  The  Company  will  moreover  have  to  relax  their  system.  It  is  useless  to  attempt  keep- 
ing things  as  they  were  100  years  ago.  All  the  southern  parts  of  the  territory  susceptible 
of  improvement  will  have  to  be  given  up  for  agricultural  purposes.  A  large  portion  of 
Rainy  Lake  district,  and  of  Swan  River  and  the  Saskatchewan  districts,  together  with  the 
Red  River,  will  ultimately  fill  up  with  settlers.  As  ^Minnesota  fills  up,  settlements  are  sure 
to  extend  north  of  the  boundary  line.'' 

l\Iy  opinion,  expressed  to  all,  after  the  experience  of  seven  years,  would  be  that  to  throw 
open  the  trade  to  free  competition  would  tend  to  the  speedy  ruin  of  the  Indian.  My  own 
desire  and  endeavour  would  be  to  raise  and  rescue  them  as  a  people,  and  to  prepare  them 
to  be  able  to  stem  the  current  when  civilisation,  as  it  gradually  must,  spreads  westward 
from  Canada  over  this  mighty  territory. 

As  regards  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  I  rejoice  to  find  that  measures 
are  about  to  be  taken  for  their  entire  or  partial  disu'^e  in  the  course  of  this  year.  That 
they  can  be  brought  to  an  end  at  once  is  scarcely  possible,  from  the  growing  facilities  of 
importation  from  the  United  States,  but  the  example  on  the  part  of  the  Honourable  Com- 
pany (if  the  plan  mentioned  to  me  by  Governor  Johnson  shall  be  carried  out)  would  be 
productive  of  the  best  consequences.  The  chief  difiiculty  to  my  own  mind  has  always 
been  the  entire  disuse  of  spirits  along  vast  tracts  of  the  country,  as  in  the  Moose  and 
Albany  districts,  and  their  use  in  otiier  quarters.  That  the  custom  of  distributing  spirits 
to  the  Indians,  when  coming  in  large  bodies  to  the  forts,  is  ofteia  attended  with  fatal  con- 
sequences I  am  awiire  from  actual  knowledge ;  and  very  earnestly  would  I  entreat  that 
some  substitute  be  made — a  gift  of  tea,  or  any  other  thing  prized  by  the  Indian — instead  of 
that  wiiich  ruins  so  often  both  body  and  soul.  In  making  this  appeal,  I  speak  in  the  name 
of  all  my  own  clergy,  and  also  in  the  name  of  the  Rev.  J.  Black,  of  the  Presbyterian  com- 
munion, who,  in  a  special  letter  sent  after  me,  besought  me  to  use  any  influence  in  my 
power  to  remedy  this  crying  evil.  ]\Iy  belief  is,  that  if  the  Company  gives  up  the  practice, 
the  free  traders  will  be  led  immediately  to  discontinue  it.  At  least,  I  think  I  may  answer 
foi-  til 3  Protestant  population. 

Sucii  lu-e  a  few  of  the  leading  points  to  which  my  attention  has  been  chiefly  called,  given 

in 
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m  a  more  desultory  shape  than  I  cou)d  have  wished,  from  the  constant  pressure  of  engage-         Uight  Rev. 
ments.     Others  may  occur  to  me  during  my  stay,  which  I  should  at  once  state  to  the  Board,    David  Anderson, 
with  the  same  frankness  and  openness  as  on  the  present  occasion.     If  any  matters  admit  of  »•»• 

easier  explanation  by  word  of  mouth,  I  would  again  wait  upon  the  Company  at  one  of  their         

sn^equent  naeetings.  ,  .  ,  4  June  1857 

The  committee  will,  I  am  ^ure,  give  me  credit  for  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  That  desire  we  feel,  I  trust,  in  common,  and  our  anxiety 
would  be  to  promote  any  measures  which  might  be  proved  to  have  a  beneficial  tendency. 
In  looking  back  upon  seven  years,  the  progress  has  in  many  things  surpassed  my  expecta- 
tions ;  but  when  1  look  towards  Canada  and  the  United  States,  I  am  disappointed  that 
there  is  not  more  of  perceptible  growth.  I  know,  however,  the  peculiarities  of  the  land,  and 
I  should  not  like  to  witness  any  rapid  changes.  My  prayer  and  earnest  wish  would  be, 
that  the  Company  miw'ht  be  led  to  devise  some  changes  which  might  at  once  be  sound  and 
salutary,  and  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  present  age ;  such  as  may  tend  to  the  good 
of  all  committed  to  their  care,  whether  Europeans  or  Indians ;  their  temporal  advantages 
m  the  present  world,  and  their  higher  interest  as  immortal  beings,  to  be  trained  for  another 
and  an  unending  state. 

CoiSimending  these  remarks  to  your  candid  and  favourable  consideration, 

I  have,  &c. 


4279.  Do  you  wish  to  state  to  the  Committee  any  suggestions  with  reference 
to  the  Indians  ;  respecting  the  education  of  the  Indians  ? — I  should  much  like  it 
if  the  Company  would  undertake  what  I  stated,  a  sort  of  grant  in  aid  towards 
education.  What  I  feel  most  is  my  inability  to  carry  out  our  own  system  further 
north  and  further  west. 

4280.  Do  any  other  religious  denominations  co-operate  with  you  there?  — 
There  is  a  Presbyterian  church  in  the  settlement,  about  two  miles  from  myself. 
The  basis  of  the  settlement,  the  Committee  are  aware,  has  been  from  Scotland  ; 
from  the  mainland  of  Scotland,  and  from  the  Orkney  Islands, 

4281.  Chairman.]  There  are  Roman-cathohc  missionaries,  I  believe? — Yes, 
there  are  Roman-catholic  missionaries  as  well.  About  half  the  population  of  the 
Red  River  are  French  Canadians ;  they  have  their  own  bishop  resident  on  the 
spot,  and  their  own  priests. 

4282.  Are  you  able  to  give  the  Committee  any  estimate  of  the  total  number  of 
the  members  of  the  Church  of  England  who  you  think  are  to  be  found  in  Rupert's 
Land;  I  mean  among  the  Indian  or  half-breed  population  ? — I  think,  taking  those 
acted  upon  by  Christianity,  they  would  be  about  8,000. 

4283.  Do  you  mean  including  all  denominations  of  Christians  ?— No,  even  of 
our  own  Church. 

4284.  Taking  all  Christian  sects  into  account,  Roman- catholics  and  all,  can 
you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  what,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  number  of 
Christians  altogether  among  the  native  population  in  Rupert's  Land? — Perhaps 
about  6,000,  added  to  the  number  which  I  have  given, 

4285.  Do  you  mean  of  the  native  and  half-breed  population? — Yes. 

4286.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  Red  River  only,  or  of  the  whole  of  Rupert's 
Land  ? — The  whole  of  Rupert's  Land.  There  are,  perhaps,  8,000  of  our  own 
Church,  and  6,000  besides,  including  Roman-catholics  and  all  others ;  that  would 
make  14,000. 

4287.  Do  you  beheve  that  there  are  only  about  14,000  persons  of  Indian 
origin  in  the  whole  of  Rupert's  Land  who  profess  Christianity  r — I  do  not  think 
there  are  much  more. 

4288.  Including  the  Red  River  Settlement  ?— The  number  would  not  be  much 
more  ;  not  more  than  16,000,  I  think. 

4289-  I  presume  you  mean  to  include  in  that  answer  the  half-castes  of  the  Red 
River,  and  in  fact  the  whole  of  the  Indian  population,  whether  full  blood  or  half 
breed  ? — I  do. 

4290.  Sir  John  Pakington.']  But  you  exclude  Europeans  ?— Yes,  pure 
Europeans. 

4291.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  what  it  is  generally  svjpposed  that  the  whole 
of  the  Indian  population  in  Rupert's  Land  amounts  to  in  point  of  number  ? — 
J  have  scarcely  the  means  of  saying.  I  have  seen  Sir  George  Simpson's  return, 
and  he  has  more  accurate  means  of  knowing  than  I  can  have.  My  own  impres- 
sion is,  that  it  is  a  little  larger  than  is  given  by  Sir  George. 

4292.  What  is  his  number? — One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thousand,  I  think. 
0.24— Sess.  2.  GG4  4293.  Mr. 
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Right  Rev.  4-93-  Mr.  Christy.]  Your  Lordship's  position  has  necessarily  brought  you 

Bavid  Anderson,    much  into  communication  with  the  authorities  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.. 

°"  ^'  May  I  ask  you  what  opinion  you  have  been  led  to  form  of  the  character  of  their 

~       ~  government  ? — Personally,  they  have  assisted  me  largely  in  maiiiy  ways.     Their 

une  1  57.      disposition  latterly  has  been  to  do  much  more  for  the  Indians  in  carrying  out 

civilization ;  but  of  course  the  direct  object  of  the  Company  would  not  be  to 

colonise  or  to  settle.     In  the  memorial  which  I  presented  to  them,  I  stated  that 

I  thought  the  time  had  come  when  immigration  on  a  cautious  scale  might  take 

place. 

4294.  Do  you  consider  that  their  government  is  favourable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  resources  of  the  vast  territory  under  their  jurisdiction  ? — Hardly  of 
those  of  the  southern  part  of  the  country,  where,  I  think,  agriculture  is  possible ; 
along  the  southern  parallels. 

4295.  Do  you  think  it  favourable  to  the  civilisation  and  improvement  of  the- 
!  inhabitants  ? — If  colonisation  and  settling  are  meant,  I  should  say  not  so. 

4296.  1  think  you  have  travelled  over  a  great  extent  of  country.  Have  you 
found  in  the  districts  in  Avhich  you  have  travelled,  wliere  missionaries  have 
penetrated,  any  great  improvement  arising  from  the  labours  of  those  missionaries  ? 
— Very  much  so.  Then  it  is  controlled  very  much  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
country.  Of  course  it  is  very  much  more  visible  at  the  Red  River  Settlement 
and  around  it  than  it  is  in  other  spots. 

4297.  Do  you  find  from  their  reports,  or  from  your  own  knowledge  of  the 
district  in  which  you  have  travelled,  that  there  is  a  great  change  beyond  that 
state  of  nature  which  may  have  existed  for  a  very  lengthened  period  ? — Very 
much.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  one  Indian  since 
I  have  been  in  London.  I  think  the  fact  that  a  mere  Indian  should  send  his 
thoughts  6,000  miles  across  and  communicate  with  me  shows  a  very  great  rise 
in  the  scale  of  being. 

4298.  Is  that  answer  given  in  a  religious  point  of  view,  or  with  respect  to  their 
social  improvement? — It  refers  to  a  religious  point  of  view,  because  this  isfrom-- 
Moose,  where  they  are  not  capable  of  much  advance  otherwise. 

4299.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  answer  as  to  the  moral  and  social  state  of 
improvement.  Do  you  suppose,  from  the  inquiry  which  you  have  been  able  to 
make,  and  from  your  personal  observation,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  country 
have  changed  much  from  their  primitive  state  during  the  last  20  years  ? — They 
still  follow  the  chase  and  hunting ;  but  at  the  same  time,  socially,  as  regards 
their  position  in  life,  they  are  much  improved. 

4300.  Do  you  know   whether  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  develope  the. 
mineral  or  agricultural  resources  of  the  country,  or  to  foster  any  kind  of  trade 
other  than  that  in  furs  ? — I  think  not  as  regards  the  minerals.     In  agriculture 
encouragement  has  been  given  at  the  Red  River  by  the  Company  in  measure,, 
and  I  think  it  is  an  object  to  develope  that  more  and  more  at  the  present  time. 

4301.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  state  in  what  way  aid  has 
been  given  ? — The  Company  have  often  provided  seed  for  the  Indian  ;  they  have 
helped  them  on  in  their  farms. 

4302.  Is  that  the  chief  mode? — They  have  helped  them  in  building  their 
houses  at  the  Red  River. 

4303.  The  Indians? — The  Indians  of  the  Indian  settlement  at  the  Red  River. 

4304.  Not  the  other  colonists  ? — The  others  hardly  require  it  very  much  at 
the  Red  River. 

4305.  Mr.  Christy.]  Is  the  country  between  Lake  Winnipeg  and  the  Moose 
Factory  well  wooded  r — In  parts  it  is.  The  part  that  is  best  adapted  for  agricul- 
ture is  near  Fort  .i\lexander,  just  after  leaving  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  where  I 
think  there  might  be  a  settlement  if  it  were  fostered  ;  that  is,  just  at  the  southern 
extremity  of  Lake  ^'V'innipeg. 

4306.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Somewhat  to  the  north-east  of  the  Red  River  Set- 
tlement ? — Yes. 

4307.  Mr.  Christy,]  Can  you  inform  the  Committee  what  the  prevailing  kinds 
and  quality  of  the  wood  there  grown  are  ?■ — There  is  not  a  great  amount  of  large 
timber  on  the  route  going  to  Moose;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  rock  on  the  way. 
I  do  not  think  there  is  timber  which  would  be  valuable  on  the  way  to  Moose. 

4308.  You  think  that  for  a  timber  trade  it  would  not  be  likely  to  answer? — 
Certainly  not. 

4309.  Have 
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4309.  Have  there  been  any  facilities  given  by  the  Company  for  a  trade  in        Right  Rev. 
timber  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any.  David  Anderson, 

4310.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Are  you  aware  of  any  market  for  timber  there  ? — Merely  ^'  "' 
for  the  wood  which'is  used  in  bm'ning.                                                                     * 

43>i.  Is  there  any  market  there  for  timber? — Merely  for  house-building      4 June  1 857- 
purposes. 

4312.  The  timber  of  commerce  I  think  is  chiefly  confined  to  pine  and  oak. 
Is  there  any  market  for  pine  and  oak  there  ? — Merely  for  building. 

4313.  Merely  for  the  settlement  ? — Merely  for  the  settlement. 

43 14.  There  are  no  means  of  exportation  ? — None. 

4315.  And  therefore  the  timber  trade  cannot  be  said  to  exist  there  ? — No. 

43 1  ti.  Mr.  Edward  Ellke.']  I  think  your  Lordship  said  just  now  that  there 
was  no  timber  there  which  would  make  a  trade  ?— Not  along  the  route  to  Moose. 
The  oak  only  lasts  a  little  way  on  the  route  to  Moose ;  you  very  soon  lose  the 
oak  at  one  paiticular  spot. 

4317.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Will  your  Lordship  tell  the  Committee  what  route 
you  followed  from  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Moose  ? — By  Fort  Alexander,  across  Lake 
Sal,  by  Osnaburgh  House,  Martin's  Falls,  down  the  Albany  River,  and  from 
Albany  to  Moose. 

431 8.  What  mode  of  conveyance  did  you  use  ? — A  canoe. 

4319.  How  long  did  it  take  your  Lordship  to  go  from  Fort  Alexander  to 
Moose  ? — I  was  absent  going  and  returning  three  months  and  a  half,  spending 
a  fortnight  at  Moose. 

4320.  It  took  you  about  six  weeks  then  ? — Yes. 

432  i .  Mr.  Christy.]  Does  the  character  of  the  vegetation  show  any  amelioration 
of  climate  in  that  quarter,  as  compared  with  the  country  between  Lake  Winnipeg 
and  York  Factory  r — I  think  it  has  hardly  been  sufficiently  tried  around  the 
Red  River  ;  that  is  to  say,  where  the  agriculture  exists ;  we  have  not  as  yet  any 
amelioration  of  climate. 

4322.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  I  suppose  the  extent  of  clearing  is  small? — At  the  Red 
River  they  have  cleared  almost  too  much  where  they  have  begun  clearing  ;  that 
is  to  say,  they  sweep  away  trees  and  all. 

4323.  Is  the  area  of  clearing  larger — It  extends  down  the  Red  River,  say  30 
miles. 

432'|.  Taking  the  face  of  the  country,  is  the  area  of  clearing  larger— It  is 
very  small. 

4325.  Therefore  any  amelioration  from  clearing  can  hardly  be  expected  ? — 
No,  not  as  yec. 

4326.  Mr.  Christy.]  I  believe  that  the  country  round  James's  Bay  was  the 
earliest  occupied  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  has  your  Lordship  any  reason 
to  believe  that  the  animal  resources  of  the  country  in  that  district  are  beginning 
to  fail  ? — I  think  that  living  is  more  difficult  than  it  was  formerly,  from  all  I 
hear.  They  are  very  dependent  on  the  fowls,  or  the  goose-hunt  which  is  con- 
ducted at  Albany.  In  the  one  year  when  I  visited  Albany  they  had  20,000  of 
the  wild  geese,  and  then  they  stopped ;  that  was  enough  for  their  immediate 
wants. 

4327.  With  regard  to  the  animals,  you  think  that  they  are  more  scarce  r  — 

I  think  so. 

4328.  And  living  is  more  difficult  ?— Yes  ;  that  is  the  general  report  of  the 

Indians  themselves. 

4329.  Are  buffaloes,  and  deer,  and  the  larger  animals  wliich  supply  food 
abundant  ? — They  vary  very  much  from  year  to  year  ;  the  buffalo  has  almost 
failed  the  last  year  ;  but  then  they  may  be  more  abundant  the  following  year. 

4330.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  The  buffalo  is  always  confined  to  a  certain  district,  is  it 

not? — Yes.  .  . 

4331.  Where  there  is  wood  there  is  no  buffalo  r — Exactly  so  ;  on  rhe  praine 

and  open  land  the  buffalo  is  found. 

4332.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwiltkm.]  But  I  believe  the  buffalo  is  not  found  about 
Moose,  is  it?— No;  the  buffalo  is  towards  Fort  Pelly ;    towards  the  prairie 

4333.  Mr.  Christy.]  On  what  do  the  natives  generally  subsist  ? —Upon  the 
fish  and  upon  the  fowl  During  portions  of  the  year  their  food  is  so  abundant, 
that  they  are  very  improvident  as  regards  the  rest  of  the  year. 

4334.  Has  your  Lordship  heard  of  any  cases  of  death  from  starvation  among 
'0.24— Sess.  2.  Hh  the 
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Right  Rev.       the    Indians? — They  are   higher    up    the   country   than   my   own  knovvlediic 
Daxid  Anderson,     extends.  ^  o  i  .  j  » 


D.  D. 


433 '>■  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Company  have  made  any  attempt  to  collect 

4.  June  18^7.  *^^  natives  into  villages,  with  a  view  to  instruct  them,  either  in  agriculture  or 
otherwise,  in  any  of  the  districts  which  your  Lordship  has  visited  ?— Those  more 
distant  spots  are  scarcely  agricultural  spots  ;  I  think  the  effort  to  collect  them 
into  villages  has  hardly  been  made  by  the  Company. 

4336.  Are  the  Company's  forts  provided  with  medical  men,  or  persons  qualified 
to  administer  to  the  necessities  of  illness? — There  is  a  medical  officer  at  York, 
there  is  a  medical  officer  at  Moose,  and  there  are  one  or  two  medical  officers  at 
the  Red   Hiver. 

43.37-  Have  you  found  many  Indians  afflicted  with  disease,  and  at  all  provided 
for  by  any  means  which  the  Company  have  at  their  disposals — They  have  at 
each  fort  a  supply  of  medicine,  and  even  where  there  is  not  a  medical  officer 
they  give  a  supply  to  them. 

4338.  Are  any  diseased  or  old  people  among  tlie  Indians  supported  l>y  the 
Company ;  are  there  any  means  of  support  given  by  the  Company  to  old  or 
decayed  Indians?— I  think  there  are  pensioners,  but  not  as  a  general  rule. 

4339.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  sums  of  money  are  appropriated  at  the 
annual  meetings  of  the  Council  for  the  support  of  aged  and  disabled  hunters  I — 
No,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing. 

4340.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  Council  at  the  Red  River? — No  ;  they 
generally  report  to  me  what  bears  upon  ecclesiastical  matters,  and  only  such 
points. 

4341.  Do  yo\i  know  anything  of  the  grants  of  the  Council  for  educational 
purposes  ?— Yes  ;  those  would  be  reported  to  me. 

4342.  Are  you  aware  that  any  exist  ? — They  give  me  a  grant  of  100  I.  a  year 
towards  my  schools  at  the  Red  Hiver. 

4343.  Are  you  aware  whether  they  have  established  any  other  schools  or 
churches  ? — They  are  building,  at  the  present  moment,  a  church  both  at  Moose 
and  at  York  for  me. 

4344.  Is  that  done  at  the  (Company's  expense,  or  is  it  connected  with  one  of 
the  missionary  societies  ? — It  is  done  by  the  Company  at  Moose  and  at  York. 
The  difficulty  at  those  spots  is  to  get  labour ;  there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting 
independent  labour. 

434,5.  Are  the  native  population  within  your  Lordship's  jurisdiction  supplied, 
as  a  general  rule,  with  any  agricultural  implements,  or  with  wheat  and  potatoes. 
You  spoke  of  seed  ;  are  they  supplied  with  seed  by  the  Company  free  of  charge? 
— Yes,  they  are,  at  times. 

4346.  And  with  implements  ?--I  do  not  know  as  to  implements. 

4347.  Does  your  Lordship  consider  that  througiiout  the  country  the  Indians 
are  increasing  or  decreasing  ? — Increasing  where  they  are  settled,  and  decreasing 
up  the  country,  from  want  of  food  and  clothing. 

4348.  Viscount  Godericli.^  On  the  whole,  does  your  Lordship  consider  that 
they  are  increasing  or  decreasing  r — I  am  afraid  they  .are  decreasing,  because  the 
number  settled  of  course  is  comparatively  very  small. 

4349.  Mr.  Chrixty.]  Have  you  ever  received  any  complaints  from  the  clergy 
of  your  diocese  in  any  way  of  obstruction  or  opposition  to  them  in  the  establish- 
ment of  their  missions  ?  -  There  has  been  a  difficulty  in  carrying  out  settlements 
at  times. 

43/50.  Will  you  be  so  kind  as  to  tell  the  Committee  in  what  way  ? — There  was 
a  difficulty  connected  with  the  settlement  of  Portage  La  Prairie,  near  the  Red 
River,  on  the  Assiniboine  River.  I  think  the  Company  rather  felt  that  there 
might  be  a  difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  protection  of  the  portage  if  it  were 
occupied  ;  that  it  would  require  a  great  constabulary  force,  and  so  on. 

43,-31.  Viscount  Goderidi.]  Protection  against  what  danger?— In  a  municipal 
point  of  view  it  would  require  the  extension  of  the  rights  of  the  settlement 
to  it. 

4352.  Mr.  Christtj.]  Has  there  been  any  other  complaint  of  any  obstruction 
to  that  colonisation  or  settlement  whicli  I  have  spoken  of  on  the  part  of  any  of 
your  clergy  .-—That  is  the  cl)ief  one  since  I  have  been  out  in  the  seven  years, 
bec;iuiie  Portage  La  Prairie  has  been  established  in  that  time;  the  other  settlements 
were  formed  prior  to  my  going  out. 

4j53.  Can  you  tell  us  whether  you  think  that  any  discouraging  influence  is 

used 
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used  by  the  Company  with  reference  to  settlements  of  that  description  which  Right  Rev. 

has  come  within  your  own  knowledge  ? — I  rather  feel  that  it  is  not  the  wish  ■Da"*"'  Anderson, 

of  tlie  Company  that  settlements  should  be  formed,  because  it  increases  the  °'°' 

local  expense  of  the  Red  River  Government ;  that  is  what  I  meant  to  explain  "T       TZ 

before.  4  June  1857- 

43,54.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Therefore  the  result  of  your  experience  on  the 
whole  in  that  matter  is,  that  the  Company  do  not  wish  settlements  to  be  formed  ? 
— I  think  all  would  feel  that ;  that  it  is  not  the  direct  object  of  the  Company  as 
a  commercial  company. 

4355.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  That,  in  other  words,  they  feel  their  interests  opposed 
to  the  increase  of  colonization  ? — ^Yes,  I  think  so. 

4356.  Mr.  (Jhristi/.]  Do  you  think  that  there  would  be  great  advantage  to  the 
country  by  an  encouragement  to  settlement  and  colonization ;  "  colonization"  is 
rather  a  grand  term,  but  speaking  in  a  moderate  point  of  view  ? — My  own  feeling 
is  strong  that  colonization  on  a  moderate  scale  might  be  adopted  at  the  present 
moment,  just  along  from  the  Red  River  westward,  and  that  it  is  a  great  object 
to  the  British  Government  to  watch  the  whole  of  the  frontier,  and  to  occupy  it 
as  firmly  as  possible. 

4357.  Clwh-man.']  You  think  that  the  whole  of  the  country  which  abuts  on  the 
southern  border  of  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  such  that 
settlement  should  be  encouraged  there,  so  far  as  it  will  admit  of  it  ? — I  think 
so ;  I  think  it  is  a  sort  of  highway  of  the  West,  which  ought  to  be  so  far 
strengthened  in  some  way,  and  settled  along  the  boundary. 

4358.  Mr.  Chruty.]  Following  that  point  out,  speaking  of  the  benefit  of  the 
country,  taking  into  account  the  character  of  the  country,  its  climate, '  and  its 
capabilities,  do  you  think  that  great  advantage  might  accrue  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory by  a  greater  encouragement  being  given  to  settlement  and  colonization  ? — 
I  think  so,  very  strongly  ;  to  the  southern  part  of  the  territoi*y. 

43.5  J.  Looking  at  the  question  in  a  broad  sense,  would  not  a  great  advantage 
be  gained  to  the  whole  of  those  portions  which  are  capable  of  settlement  as 
respects  climate,  and  as  respects  mineral  resources,  if  greater  encouragement 
were  given  to  settlement  and  colonization  ? — I  think  so,  very  strongly ;  limiting 
the  answer  to  the  southern  parallel  of  the  country. 

4360.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  To  what  parallel  do  you  allude  there? — From 
49  degrees,  perhaps  two  or  three  degrees. 

4361.  From  49  degrees  northward  ? — Yes. 

4362.  How  far  north,  do  you  think  ?— Certainly  as  far  as  Fort  Alexander, 
which  would  include  about  100  miles  north. 

4363.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Would  that  stretch  to  the  northern  point  of  Lake  Win- 
nipeg ;  do  you  think  that  colonization  is  not  possible  to  the  northern  point  of 
Lake  Winnipeg  ?  —  I  think  along  the  southern  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan,  and 
a  part  of  the  northern  branch,  up  to  Edmonton. 

4364.  That  is  as  far  north  as  the  northern  point  of  Lake  Winnipeg  ? — Yes. 
436,5.  From  the  boundary  Une  up  to  there,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  fidly  capable 

of  colonization  ? — I  think  so,  with  advantage  ;  portions  of  that  country. 

4366.  Mr.  Groyan.]  You  would  include  Fort  Cumberland  ? — Yes,  I  would  ; 
that  lies  on  the  line  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

4367.  Mr.  JEdward  Ellke.]  What  inducements  which  could  be  held  out,  do 
you  think,  would  lead  to  einigrants  going  there ;  what  inducements  would  you 
propose  to  be  held  out  ? — I  think  they  all  could  live  comfortably  on  the  produce 
of  their  own  farms. 

4368.  Do  you  think  that  emigrants  would  go  there  merely  upon  the  Govern- 
ment saying,  "  There  is  land  for  you  to  settle  upon  if  you  go,''  without  any 
further  inducement  being  held  out  than  possession  of  the  land? — I  almost 
imagine  so. 

4369.  Chairman.]  Do  you  think  it  is  desirable  that  that  question  should  be 
put  to  the  test  of  experience  ;  that  the  country  should  be  rendered  susceptible  of 
settlement  ?— I  think  so.  At  the  Red  River  we  certainly  want  persons  of  deh- 
nite  trades;  we  have  no  tradesmen,  as  such,  at  the  present  moment.  Of  course 
every  man  is  everything ;  a  carpenter  is  also  a  farmer,  and  raises  \\\s  own  crop. 
I  think  at  the  present  moment,  as  I  have  said  in  the  memorial  to  the  Company, 
we  want  carpenters,  and  blacksmiths,  and  masons.  In  the  event  of  my  rebuild- 
ing my  own  church,  I  shall  be  obUged  to  take  out  an  architect,  or  a  better 
builder.     Sir  George  Simpson  recommended  me  to  do  so.     1  think  that  some, 

0.24— Sess.  2.  H  H  2  even 
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Right  Rev.        even  if  sent  from  industrial  schools,  might  be  of  use  to  us  at  the  present  time 
David  Anderson,    and  that  class  of  population. 

^^•°'  4370.  Mr.  Lowe.]  Supposing  we  should  found  a  colony  ;  in  the  event  of  a  wa 

J        g  with  America,  do  you  think  we  could  retain  it  ? — That  is  my  own  impression. 

437 'i-  How  should  we  get  at  it  to  support  it  in  case  it  was  invaded  ? — 1  hope 
from  Lake  Superior. 

4372.  Is  not  the  only  entrance  to  Lake  Superior  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States,  namely,  the  canal  by  Sault  Ste.  Marie? — I  hope  that  the  avenue  towards 
Canada  may  be  opened  up  more  and  more  from  year  to  year. 

4373.  Which  way? — From  Lake  Superior. 

4374.  Supposing  we  have  got  to  the  entrance  of  Lake  Superior,  is  there  not  a 
canal  by  which  you  enter  Lake  Superior? — Yes;  I  mean  keeping  on  Canadian 
or  British  ground. 

4375.  All  along  the  northern  coast  of  Lake  Superior  ? — Yes. 

4376.  Mr.  Roebuck. 1  What  is  the  communication  between  Lake  Huron  and 
Lake  Superior? — I  cannot  give  any  definite  statement  beyond  what  is  known  to 
the  Committee. 

4377.  Mr.  Lowe.]  It  is  a  canal,  is  it  not,  which  is  in  the  American  territory  ? 
—Yes. 

4378.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Is  there  not  a  natural  channel  between  the  two  lakes. 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior  are  surely  connected,  are  they  not? — I 
thought  so. 

4379.  Mr.  Edward  FJUcc]  Has  your  Lordship  ever  been  that  route? — No. 

4380.  Viscount  Goderich.]  In  the  event  of  a  war  with  America,  under  exist- 
ing circumstances,  surely  the  United  States  would  be  just  as  likely  to  take  the 
territoiy  as  if  it  were  settled  ;  and  they  probably  would  find  it  rather  morceasy 
to  take  it  as  it  is  now  ? — I  have  scarcely  considered  that  question. 

4381.  Mr.  Grogan.]  When  your  Lqrdship  went  out  to  your  diocese,  what 
route  did  you  follow  ? — I  went  out  by  the  Hudson's  Straits  ;  and  returned  by  the 
Hudson's  Straits ;  so  that  I  have  never  been  out  of  my  own  territory  during  the 
seven  years  that  1  have  been  away. 

4382.  You  do  not  know  anything  of  the  route  between  Red  River  and  Lake 
Superior  ? — Of  course  it  is  a  very  commonly  travelled  route.  I  have  not  taken 
it  on  my  way  to  Moose  ;  if  I  live  to  go  to  Moose  again,  I  shall  take  that 
route. 

4383.  Mr.  Christy.]  In  pursuance  of  those  inquiries  which  I  have  made,  I 
will  ask  you,  with  respect  to  the  Red  River,  what  is  your  opinion  of  the  popula- 
tion there  as  regards  their  intelligence  and  their  means  of  supporting  tliemselves  ; 
that  is  to  say,  their  knowledge  of  agriculture  and  their  general  information  and 
intelligence  ? — We  have  very  good  schools,  better  than  the  average  of  parochial 
schools.  They  have  very  much  of  the  comforts  of  life  ;  more  than  the  average 
of  farm  labourers  at  home ;  and  I  think  every  year  there  is  a  great  measure  of 
intellectual  development  going  on  among  them. 

43 84.  With  regard  to  the  half-caste  population,  will  you  have  the  kindness  to 
tell  the  Committee  your  opinion  in  reference  to  that  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Red  River  Settlement? — My  own  impression  is  favourable  ;  that  we  must 
look  to  the  half-caste  population  as  the  strength  of  the  settlement  of  the  country. 
The  number  of  those  of  pure  blood,  the  Scotch  population,  is  comparatively  only 
small,  so  that  our  dependence  must  be  on  the  half-caste  population  in  a  great 
measure  ;  and  they  are  those  more  immediately  connected  with  my  own 
church. 

4385.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Are  you  aware  of  any  great  settlement  ever  having  been 
made  by  a  half-caste  population  on  the  continent  of  America ? — No,  I  ha^e  not. 

4386.  Are  you  at  all  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  brown  population  dies  out  as 
the  white  population  advances  ? — Such  is  said  to  be  the  general  statement ;  but 
still,  in  our  own  case,  as  regards  the  Indian  Settlement  parish,  it  is  the  other 
way,  the  population  is  increasing. 

4387.  How  large  is  the  population  in  that  parish  which  you  now  speak  of? — 
It  is  one  of  four  churches  on  the  Red  River ;  the  Indian  Settlement  parish  has 
a  population  of  650. 

4388.  Indians  or  half-breeds  ? — Indians. 

^i.jSg.  How  many  half-breeds  are  there  there  ?— They  come  in  the  adjoining 
parish,  higher  up  on  the  Red  River. 

4390.  How 
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4390.  How   many  half-breeds  have  vou  in  your  diocese  ?— A  very  large  Right  Rev. 

number;  perhaps  1,500  or  2,000  on  the'Red  River.  David  Anderson, 

439  ••  So  that,  taking  them  altogether,  adding  the  2,000  half-breeds  to  the  °-°- 

600  full-blooded  Indians,  you  have  2,660  inhabitants  v?ith  the  Indian  blood  in  " 

them  ? — Yes.  4  June  1857. 

4392-  Supposing  colonization  to  be  open  to  the  white  man,  are  you  at  all 
aware  of  the  fact  which  has  been  proved  by  long  history  in  America,  that 
wherever  colonization  by  the  white  man  takes  place  the  brown  man  disappears  ? 
— It  has  been  so  in  the  United  States. 

4393-  Has  not  it  been  so  in  Canada  ? — It  has  been  in  a  measure  true  in 
Canada.  i  , 

4394.  So  that,  in  fact,  in  all  parts  of  the  territory  of  America  in  which  the 
white  man  has  appeared,  the  brown  man  has  disappeared? — I  am  rather  unwiltng 
to  believe  it  as  regards  one's  own  country,  because  I  ;think  that  more, of  ejBfort 
is  made  for  the  Indians.  I  am  sure  that  the  Indian  effort  is  more  successful  in 
our  country  than  in  the  States  or  in  Canada. 

4395'  You  are  speaking  of  the  Indian  effort  applying  to  2,600  persons  ? — To 
the  much  larger  number  of  8,000  Indians,  taking  the  whole  territgry. 

4396.  But  that  territory,  I  take  it,  has  nothing  to  do  with  coloiiizatibn  r — No. 

4397.  As  to  that  part  which  is  affected  at  all  by  colonization,  from  the  very 
imperfect  colonization  to  which  it  has  been  subject  hitherto,  your  experience 
goes  in  favour  of  the  fact  that  the  brown  man  can  resist  the  encroachment^ 
of  the  white  man? — It  does,  but  of  course  I  may  be  a  partial,  judge  in  the 
matter. 

4398.  Have  you  at  all  contemplated  the  fact  of  the  whole  territory  which  is 
capable  of  colonization  being  thrown  open  to  colonization;  what  would  then 
be  the  effect  upon  the  brown  man  of  that  altered  circumstance  ? — I  think  of  it 
almost  daily.  My  hope  is  that  the  Indian  may  be  raised  in  the  interval  before 
the  civilization  sweeps  westward,  as  it  must ;  and  I  always  feel  that  my  object  is 
to  raise  a  people  as  well  as  to  give  them  Christianity. 

4399.  1^0  th^  habits  of  the  brown  man  ever  make  him  a  colonist ;  have  you 
xiny  evidence  in  the  whole  continent  of  America  of  the  brown  man  being  a  colonist? 
— There  are  the  Cherokees  in  the  United  Estates. 

4400.  How  long  has  that  experiment  been  tried  ? — For  some  ye&rs  with  the 
Cherokees. 

440 1 .  That  is  the  solitary  case  of  the  brown  man  withstanding  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  white  man  r — My  impression  is,  that  it  has  hardly  been  tried  well 
yet ;  that  we  may  be  more  successful  than  in  previous  cases. 

4402.  Supposing  that  the  policy  of  the  Government  were  changed,  and  that 
the  territory  were  opened  to  colonization,  should  you  then  consider  it  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance  to  maintain  the  Indian  population  there  ? — Very  great. 

4403.  Why  ? — My  own  feeling  is,  that  by  opening  the  whole  country  to  free 
competition  the  Indian  would  be  sacrificed. 

4404.  He  would  disappear  ? — Yes ;  but  I  think  that  if  we  can  keep  the  southern 
part  as  a  colony  or  province,  then  the  Indian  may  still  be  preserved. 

4405.  Why  would  he  disappear;  is  it  because  a  more  energetic,  a  more  civilized, 
and  in  fact,  a  more  intellectual  man  would  come  in  competition  with  him  ? — 
Because  of  the  baits  which  would  be  held  out ;  there  would  then  be  an  abundance 
of  spirituous  liquor  brought  in. 

4406.  But  spirituous  liquor  affects  the  health  of  the  white  man  as  it  does 
that  of  the  brown  man,  does  it  not  ? — But  he  falls  more  readily  beneath  the 
temptation. 

4407.  That  is  to  say,  he  is  less  civilized  ? — Yes. 

4408.  The  more  civilized  man  conquers  the  less  civilized  man? — He  doe^. 

4409.  Do  you  think  it  advisable  to  maintain  the  less  civilized  man  in  a  com- 
munity which  will  hold  the  more  civilized  man?— I  should  be  very  sorry  t9  forfeit 
the  Indians  in  the  territorj'.  , 

4410.  That  is  not  my  question  ;  the  question  is,  do  you  think  it  would  be 
advisable  to  keep  the  territory  in  such  a  condition  as  should  maintain  the  exis- 
tence of  a  less  civilized  population,  when  it  would  really  maintain  a  more 
civilized  population  ? — If  I  thought  that  the  Indians  were  to  be  forfeited,  I  would 
rather  keep  back  the  more  civilized. 

4411.  That  is  to  say,  you  would  prevent  the  colonization  by  the  more 
civihzed  man,  to  maintain  the  existence  of  the  less  civilized  man? — I  think 
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Right  Rev.       ^^^^  might  have  his  position  in  the  country,  the  civiUzed  in  the  south,  and  the 
David  Anderson,    Indian  further  north. 

^■^-  441-'-  Does  not  it  come  to  the  conclusion  to  which  I  have  endeavoured  to 

~l        ~~        draw  you  ? — I  should  be  sorry  to  allow  it,  as  regards  the  Indian. 

57-  4413-  Though  your  sympathies  may  go  thus,  does  not  the  reasoning  lead  you 

to  the  conclusion  to  which  I  wish  to  bring  you  ? — I  hope  the  experiment  may 
yet  save  the  Indian. 

4414-  Chairman.']  Do  you  not  think  that  the  true  policy  would  be  to  establish 
just  and  equitable  laws,  as  between  the  brown  and  the  white  man,  and  to  leave 
the  rest  to  take  its  course  ? — My  own  feeling  would  be  in  favour  of  a  settlement, 
a  colony,  or  a  province  in  the  southern  part  of  the  territory,  stretching  from 
Lake  Superior  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

4415.  Not  asking  whether  a  man  was  brown  or  white,  provided  he  obeyed 
the  laws  and  behaved  well  ? — I  think  so,  and  I  think  the  Indian  might  still  be 
saved. 

441'^.  From  what  you  have  seen  of  the  half-breed  race  at  the  Red  River, 
do  you  despair  of  their  being  useful  and  prosperous  members  of  a  civilised 
community,  under  proper  laws?  — I  do  not  despair  in  the  smallest  degree  of 
them. 

4417.  Are  you  aware  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Indians  within 
the  province  of  Canada  are  at  the  present  moment  ? — I  know  of  one  spot  on 
*  Lake  Huron  where  they  are. 

4416.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  some  of  the  tribes  have  landed  property  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and  even  funded  property  ? — I  think  that  is  more  the  case 
among  the  Cherokees  in  America. 

441 9.  Mr.  jRoebuck.]  Still  I  think  you  have  expressed  an  opinion,  that  if  there 
were  free  colonization  the  white  man  would  overrun  the  brown  man  ? — Yes,  if  it 
were  free  over  the  whole  country. 

4420.  Therefore,  if  there  were  equal  laws  for  the  brown  man  and  the  white 
man,  the  brown  man  would  disa^jpear  ?— Yes,  unless  it  were  controlled  in  some 
way. 

4421.  Mr.  Christy.]  With  regard  to  this  question,  I  think  I  asked  you  your 
opinion  generally  of  the  intelligence  of  the  people  who  are  resident  in  that  colony 
of  the  Red  River.  May  I  specifically  ask  you  what  your  opinion  is  with  regard 
to  the  intelligence  and  thriftiness  of  the  half-caste  population  at  the  Red  River  ? 
— It  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the  European,  but  still  I  think  that  it  is  a  matter  of 
growth,  and  that  there  is  no  reason  to  despair  regarding  them. 

4422.  Are  there  not  many  very  intellectual  persons  among  the  half- 
caste  population  at  the  Red  River? — Very;  some  have  been  in  my  own 
service  who  have  been  very  intelligent,  and  some  have  advanced  in  different 
ways  in  life. 

4423.  Chairman.]  Are  there  many  who  are  clergymen  of  the  Church  of 
England? — Yes,  there  is  the  one  whom  I  called  a  country-born  clergyman,  though 
not  a  native  Indian  clergyman. 

4424.  But  has  he  Indian  blood  in  his  veins  ? — He  has. 

442,5.  Mr.  Christy.]  There  are  many  of  them  possessing  property  ? — Yes;  all 
have  their  farms,  and  some  have  made  a  large  amount  of  property. 

4426.  Chairman.]  Have  you  heard  of  half-castes  in  Canada  who  have  held 
commissions  in  Her  Majesty's  service  ? — I  think  so. 

4427.  Mr.  Christy.]  Are  there  not  numerous  instances  of  alliances  formed 
between  the  half-castes  and  the  pure  Europeans  ? — Very  many. 

4428.  They  are  constantly  going  on  ?  —  Constantly. 

4429.  And  alliances  amongst  those  persons  who  are  in  the  better  class  of 
society  there  ? — Continually. 

4430.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Dili  I  rightly  understand  you  to  say  that  the  case 
of  the  Portage  la  Prairie  was  the  only  one  in  which  the  missionaries  had  met 
with  any  obstruction  on  the  part  of  the  Company  ? — It  is  the  only  one  since  I 
have  been  out. 

443 1 .  You  are  acquainted,  I  beUeve,  with  the  Rev.  Griffith  Owen  Corbett, 
who  gave  evidence  before  this  Committee  ? — Yes. 

4432.  He  stated  in  that  evidence  that  he  had  a  station  at  a  place  called 
Eddingley,  and  that  he  had  there  conceived  that  various  obstructions  were 
thrown  in  his  way  ;  can  you  give  any  account  of  that  matter  ? — I  believe  it  was 

for 
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for  the  same  reason  as  I  stated  before,  that  the  Company  imagined  that  the        llight  Kev. 
expenses  of  the  government  would  be  increased  by  a  settlement  being  carried    David  Anderson, 
out  in  that  direction.  d.d. 

4433-  You  believe  that  some    obstruction  of   that  kind  was  found  by  the       "i 7" 

Rev.  Mr.  Corbett  in  that  place  ?— Yes.  "  +  "'""^  '^57- 

4434.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Will  you  explain  a  little  further  to  what  you  referred 
when  you  said  that  the  expenses  of  the  Company  would  be  increased  if  the  set- 
tlement were  estabUshed  ?  —The  expenses  of  the  Red  River  are  already  great  by 
the  maintenance  of  constables,  a  local  force,  and  so  on. 

4435.  VVhat  may  be  the  amount  of  that  local  force?— It  is  not  a  large 
amount;  perhaps  12  constables. 

443^-  Mr.  Boebuc/c]  How  are  they  paid?— They  are  paid  by  the  Council  a^ 
Red  River. 

4437-  Then  if  the  population  increased,  would  not  the  means  of  payment 
increase  ? — We  have  no  local  taxes  except  on  the  imported  goods. 

4438.  Would  not  the  means  of  payment  increase  if  population  increased?— I 
think  so. 

4439-  Therefore  the  increase  of  population  would  not  diminish  the  power  of 
maintaining  the  government  ? — No,  I  think  not,  if  viewed  on  a  large  scale. 

4440-  Therefore  the  increase  of  population  would,  in  fact,  go  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  government?  —  !  only  stated  the  reason  of  the  Company. 

4441.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  it  within  your  Lordship's  knowledge  that  any  attempt 
has  been  made  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  establish  a  settlement  in  other 
districts  besides  the  Red  River ;  has  any  attempt  been  made  near  the  Rapids, 
within  your  knowledge  ? — I  think  not. 

Joseph  Mai/nard,  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

4442.  Chairman.']  YOU  are  the  Solicitor  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I    Joseph  Maynard, 
believe? — lam.  Esq. 

4443.  The  Committee  are  desirous  of  having  a  copy  of  the  licence  to  trade 
which  the  Company  have  received  from  the  Government,  over  the  country  to 
the  westward  of  Rupert's  Land ;  can  you  put  that  in  ? — I  can.  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  are  aware  that  this  is  already  printed  ;  it  is  one  of  the  Parliamentary 
Papers  ;  I  can  refer  you  to  it.  There  have  been  two  licences.  The  licence  of 
1821,  which  was  the  first,  is  in  page  21  of  a  Return  in  August  1842 ;  the  other 
licence  which  is  of  May  1838,  is  in  page  9  of  the  same  Return. 

4444.  Have  all  the  papers  relating  to  that  transaction  been  published,  or  are 
there  any  others  in  the  possession  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  which  would 
throw  light  upon  it  ? — I  think  they  have  all  been  published.  The  foundation  of 
them,  of  course,  was  the  Act  of  1  &  2  Geo.  4. 

4445.  Are  there  any  papers  in  existence  relating  to  the  tenure  by  which  the 
Hudson's  Bay  f -ompany  now  hold  Vancouver's  Island  which  are  not  already 
before  the  public  ? — I  think  not ;  I  think  that  the  correspondence  previous  to 
that  grant  being  made  is  printed.  The  grant  itself  of  Vancouver's  Island  is  in 
page  13  of  a  Return  ordered  to  be  printed  on  the  7th  of  March  1849. 

4^146.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  VVhen  was  the  grant  made  ? — The  grant  is  dated  the 
13th  of  January  1849.  It  was  prepared  in  1848,  and  the  correspondence  upon 
the  subject  was  in  1848.  lean,  I  believe,  furnish  separate  copies;  but  the 
documents  being  printed,  are  more  conveniently  referred  to,  probably,  in  that 
shape. 

4447.  Viscount  Goderich.']  I  think  you  were  present  during  the  examination 
of  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land  ? — I  was. 

4448.  Can  you  explain  the  point  as  to  how  far  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
are  bound  to  pny  300/.  a  year  to  the  bishop,  or  how  far  they  have  the  power  to 
withdraw  it  if  they  please  ? — The  Hudson's  Bay  ("ompany  have  come  under  a 
binding  obligation  to  make  that  payment  to  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land.  1  did 
not' happen  personally  to  be  engaged  in  the  transaction,  but  I  have  informed 
myself  of  the  nature  of  it ;  and  at  the  time  when  the  Court  of  Chancery  made 
the  Order,  by  which  the  fund  arising  out  of  the  bequest  which  has  been  alluded 
to  was  placed  in  the  names  of  trustees,  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of 
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Ji>sep1i  Maynard,    the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  being  two  of  those  trustees,  it  was  subject  to  abind- 
Esq.  ing  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  make  an  annual  payment  of 

300  I.  a  year. 

4  June  1857.  444Q.  Mr.  Grooan.]  It  is  a  judicial  decree,  in  fact? — No,  I  can  hardly  say 

that.  The  judical  decree  is  the  transfer  of  the  fund,  with  that  condition.  You 
can  hardly  say  that  there  was  a  power  on  the  part  of  the  Court  to  make  a 
decree  of  that  kind  ;  but  the  Company  consented  to  coming  under  that  obliga- 
tion, upon  the  money  arising  from  the  legacy  being  applied  to  the  support  of  the 
bishopric. 

4450.  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  decree,  and  the  condition  attached  to  it  ? — 
I  have  not  one  here,  but  I  can  obtain  one. 


Martis,  9°  die  Junii,  1857. 


MEMBERS    PRESENT. 


Mr.  Blackburn. 

Mr.  Christy. 

Mr.  Edward  El  lice. 

Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam. 

Viscount  Godericli 

Mr.  Grosan. 


Mr.  Kinnaird. 
Mr.  Lnboucherc, 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Viscount  Sandon. 
Lord  Stanley. 


The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE  in  the  Chair. 


Alfred  Robert  Roche,  Esq.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

A.  R.  Boche,  v,&c^.      445 1.  Chairman.]  YOU  are  a  Canadian,  I  believe  ? — I  am  an   Englishman,. 

but  I  have  been  in  Canada  for  the  last  16  years. 

9  June  1857.  445'^-  In  what  part  of  Canada  have  you  resided  ?  — I  have  resided  in  Quebec, 

in  Montreal,  in  Kingston,  and  in  Toronto.     I  have  been  five  years  ip  Quebec, 
and  about  five  years  in  IVIontreal. 

4453.  Are  you  in  any  profession  ? — I  am  attached  to  the  provincial  secre- 
tary's department. 

4454.  In  short,  you  are  in  office  in  a  public  department  r — Yes. 

4455-  What  situation  do  you  hold  in  that  department  ? — I  am  fourth  clerk. 

44.56.  Have  you  visited  England  in  any  official  capacity? — If  you  -will  allow 
me,  I  will  hand  in  my  instructions  from  the  Government. 

4457-  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  read  them  ? — "  Secretary's  Office, 
Toronto,  7th  March  1857.— Sir,  I  have  the  honour,  by  command  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor-general,  to  instruct  you  to  proceed  without  delay  to  London, 
and  when  there  to  place  yourself  at  once  in  communication  with,  and  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Draper,  in  connexion  with  his  mission  respecting  the 
Hudson's  Bay  territory.  it  will  be  your  business  to  render  such  assistance  to 
Mr.  Draper  in  the  important  mission  with  which  he  is  charged,  as  from  your 
researches  on  the  subject,  or  from  other  causes,  you  may  be  able  to  afford. 
You  will  deliver  to  Mr.  Draper  the  accompanying  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  on  the  subject  of  the  Company's  claim  to  the 
territory  in  question.— I  have,  &c.  T.  Lee  Tcrrill,  Secretary." 

_  4458.  In  your  official  capacity,  or  personally,  has  your  attention  been  espe- 
cially directed  to  the  subjects  which  are  now  the  matter  of  inquiry  before  this 
Committee?— For  the  last  10  months  I  have  been  corresponding  with  various 
persons  who  have  a  knowledge  of  the  territory,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Vancoughnet,  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  in  consequence  I 
have  obtained  some  knowledge  of  the  territory. 

445q.  Are  there  any  statements  with  regard  to  any  of  the  questions  which 
have  been  brought  before  this  Committee  which  you  are  desirous  of  making? 
—  1  have  dr.iwn  up  some  memoranda  upon  the  territory,  obtained  from  various 
sources. 

4hCo.  Have  you  yourself  ever  travelled  over  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ?  — No;  I  have  never  been  there.     I  have  been  in  communica- 
tion 
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tion  with  a  great  many  men  who  have  heen  there,  and  I  have  some  statements  4.  i?.  Roeh^,  Esq- 

from  them  ;  for  instance,  there  is  Mr.  Gladman,  who  has  been  in  the  service  of      ■ 

the  Company  for  a  great  many  years.     I  have  a  statement  from  him  here.  9  June  1S5.7. 

4461.  Lor  A  Stanley.]  Does  your  office  place  you  in  any  official  connexion 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — No,  it  does  not ;  at  least  my 
present  appointment  does.    I  have  been  employed  specially  upon  these  matters. 

4462.  Mr.  Grogan.']  You  were  specially  deputed  to  make  inquiries  into  this 
question  ? — Yes. 

4463 .  And  the  information  which  you  state  you  have  in  those  papers  is  the 
result  of  those  inquiries  ? — Yes. 

4464.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  first  point  on  which  you  are  desirous  of 
making  any  statement  to  the  Committee  ? — I  believe  the  territory  to  be  much 
more  valuable  than  it  has  been  represented ;  in  minerals,  for  instance.  I  have 
collected  from  the  journals  of  all  the  expeditions  that  have  been  through  the 
territory  a  statement  with  regard  to  all  the  mineral  specimens  which  have  been 
obtained  in  the  territory,  which  statement  I  have  here 

4465.  Will  you  state,  generally,  what  you  believe  the  mineral  riches  of  the 
territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  be  ?— There  seem  to  be  very  valu- 
able copper-mines  there. 

4466.  Where  ? — On  the  Copper-mine  River,  and  there  is  very  valuable 
malachite  there,  obtained  from  these  copper-mines.  I  find  that  some  doors 
made  of  malachite  sold  at  the  Great  Exhibition  here  for  6,000  /. 

4467.  Lord  Stanley.']  From  what  part  of  the  territory  does  the  malachite 
come  ? — From  the  Copper-mine  River. 

4468.  From  what  part  of  the  Copper-mine  River  ? — From  the  northern 
part. 

4469.  From  the  shores  of  the  Arctic  Ocean  ?-7-Yes. 

4470.  Chairman.']  Have  those  mines  been  worked  to  any  extent  ? — They 
have  not  been  worked  at  all  yet. 

4471.  Mr.  Grogan?^  Did  you  state  that  some  of  that  malachite  had  been 
sold  here  at  the  Exhibition  ? — Not  that  malachite,  but  malachite  from  Siberia  ; 
it  only  shows  the  value  of  the  material. 

4472.  Mr.  Christy.]  Will  you  tell  the  Committee  what  the  feeling  in  Canada  - 
is  with  respect  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  think  it  is  adverse  to  the 
Company  generally.  Mr.  Vancoughnet  stated  at  a  public  meeting,  last  September, 
that  he  sought  a  boundary  for  Canada  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  that  no  charter 
could  give  to  a  body  of  men  control  over  half  a  continent,  and  that  he  would 
not  rest  until  that  charter  was  aboUshed.  That  has  been  echoed  throughout 
the  province  by  the  press,  and  by  public  men  of  all  degrees. 

4473.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Does  that  gentleman  hold  any  official  situation  ? — He  is 
the  President  of  the  Executive  Council. 

4474.  Lord  Stanley.]  You  say  that  that  is  the  general  feeling  throughout  the 
province  ? — Certainly. 

4475.  Do  you  mean  by  that  to  say  that  the  local  Government  of  Canada 
would  be  prepared  to  take  upon  itself  the  expense  and  responsibility  of  governing 
the  entire  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Pacific  ?— I  cannot 
say  whether  they  are  prepared ;  they  seem  to  think  that  the  territory  ought  to 
be  attached  to  Canada,  or  that  it  belongs  to  Canada. 

4476.  Mr.  Christy. 1  Do  the  provincial  authorities  participate  in  that  opinion? 
—1  have  some  extracts  from  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  in 
which  he  speaks  upon  the  subject.     This  has  been  presented  to  the  Provincial 

Parliament.  ,     tit     •    • 

4477.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  that  the  whole  document  ."—No,  it  is  not. 

4478.  We  should  like  the  whole  document  put  in? — I  have  not  the  whole 

document. 

4479.  Chairman.]  Have  you  the  official  document  at  home? — No;  these 
extracts  were  sent  me  by  my  brother,  who  happens  to  be  in  that  department ; 
we  have  been  expecting  the  whole  document,  but  it  has  not  arrived. 

4480.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  It  has  been  published,  I  beheve  ?— It  has  ;  I  can 
state  what  are  the  opinions  of  the  Commissioner. 

4481.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  the  passage  which  is  extracted  the  whole  of  the 
document  which  refers  to  this  particular  subject  ?— I  beheve  it  is  ;  it  has  been 

sent  to  me  as  such.  ^  .  ,    ,  i  -i,-  x.  ^x,  *. 

4482.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  What  is  the  official  document  from  which  that 
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A.R.  Iioche,Es<\.  is  extracted  ? — A  report  of  the  (.'ommissioner  of  Crown  Lands  upon  matters 

appertaining  to  his  department,  which  has  just  been  laid  before  Parliament  in 

9  June  1857.      Canada. 

44S3.  Is  there  not  a  report  of  that  description  which  is  upon  the  boundary 
between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  ten-itory  and  Canada  ? — There  is  a 
report  upon  that  subject,  but  that  is  quite  distinct ;  that  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  He  states  here  that  public  attention  has  been  much  attracted  to  the 
Saskatchewan  country,  and  be  says,  "  We  may  ere  long  have  to  take  'action  for 
its  development." 

4484.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Will  you  give  the  substance  of  the  official  part  of  the 
document  without  any  comments  whatever : — He  says  that  public  attention  has 
been  attracted  to  the  Saskatchewan,  and  in  that  direction  ;  and  that  in  conse- 
quence of  that  he  thinks  that  before  long  the  Government  may  have  occasion 
to  take  action  with  regard  to  it.  He  also  speaks  of  all  the  lands  in  the 
Western  Peninsular  of  Canada  having  been  disposed  of,  and  that  he  finds  many 
people  in  Canada  prefer  going  to  the  prairies  of  the  Western  States  to  going 
thi-ough  the  labour  of  clearing  the  forest;  he  therefore  thinks  that  the  prairies 
of  the  Saskatchewan,  the  Red  River,  and  the  Assiniboine,  will  offer  greater 
inducements  for  settlement  than  the  lands  which  remain  in  (Janada. 

448,5.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  What  do  you  call  the  Western  Peninsula  of 
Canada? — The  peninsula  surrounded  by  the   Lakes  Ontario,  Erie,  and  Huron, 

4486.  CJu/irma?!.]  You  state  that  you  beheve  the  general  public  opinion  in 
Canada  to  be  in  favour  of  taking  in  the  whole  of  the  territory  now  governed 
hy  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as  far  as  the  Pacific  ;  take  \^ancouver's  Island, 

~  for  instance ;  do  you  believe  that  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Canada  that 
it  would  be  desirable  to  annex  V^ancouver's  Island  to  Canada,  and  govern  it  as 
a  part  of  the  colony  ? — I  do  not  think  that  that  is  very  important ;  they  certainly 
speak  of  the  territory  as  far  as  the  Pacific. 

4487.  Take  the  territory  immediately  opposite  Vancouver's  Island,  for 
instance,  which  is  supposed  to  be  very  capable  of  cultivation  and  settlement ; 
do  you  beheve  that  it  would  be  practicable,  or  desirable,  that  at  the  distance  at 
which  that  territory  is  from  Canada,  it  should  be  part  of  the  province  of 
Canada,  and  be  governed  by  Canada  ? — I  think  it  is  not  at  all  important 
whether  it  should  be  attached  to  Canada  or  not,  as  far  as  Canada  is  concerned, 
so  that  it  should  be  developed  in  some  way  ;  so  that  it  should  be  formed  into  a 
colony. 

4488.  Am  I  to  understand  you,  that  you  think  the  feeling  in  Canada  is  in 
favour  of  the  progressive  settlement  of  all  that  part  of  British  North  America 
which  is  fit  for  settlement,  as  being  of  great  inportance  to  Canada,  but  not  the 
actual  annexation  of  the  whole  of  that  terriiory  to  Canada  as  a  colony? — I  do 
not  think  that  it  is  important  that  it  should  be  aU  annexed  to  Canada,  so  that  it 
is  settled  in  some  way  ;  so  that  its  resources  should  be  turned  to  account. 

4489.  Supposing  there  was  a  considerable  settlement  on  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific,  do  you  not  think  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  the  inhabitants  a 
participation  in  the  free  institutions  which  are  now  happily  enjoyed  by  Canada, 
on  account  of  the  geogi-aphical  difficulty  of  their  sending  members  to  the 
Provincial  Parliament  ? — That  would  be  a  difficulty  certainly. 

4490.  Would  it  not  be  an  impossibility  ? — Unless  we  had  the  Pacific  Railway 
which  is  contemplated. 

4491.  hord  Stanley.]  What  I  suppose  you  want  is  power  for  emigration  to 
extend  itself  westward  r — Yes,  that  is  one  great  object. 

4492.  And  for  the  present  you  are  not  much  concerned  with  anything  that 
lies  westward  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ?— No,  I  do  not  think  we  are ;  at  least  I 
do  not  myself  think  that  it  is  of  great  importance,  although  in  the  Minute  of 
Council,  I  think,  under  which  Chief  Justice  Draper  was  appointed,  it  was  stated 
that  the  people  of  Canada  considered  that  their  authority  should  go  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

4493.  Do  you  mean  by  that  that  they  considered  that  they  had  a  right  to 
its  extension  so  far,  or  that  they  considered  that  right  as  one  of  practical 
importance? — Ihat  they  had  a  right,  'i he  Order  in  Council,  I  think,  states 
so  ;  that  the  people  in  Canada  consider  that  they  have  a  right  to  the  terri- 
tory as  far  as  the  Pacific.  For  instance,  that  territory  was  discovered  by  Sir 
Alexander  Mackenzie  ;  he  was  the  first  man  who  penetrated  there,  and  he  was 
a  Canadian. 

4494.  Chairman.] 
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4494.  Chairman.]    Those  are  legal  questions  ? — Yes  ;  I  suppose  they  would  A.  R.  Roche,  Esq. 
be.  

4495.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  were  speaking  about  the  Canadians  thinking  that  9  June  1857. 
they  had  a  right  as  far  as  the  Pacific  ;   do  you  understand  their  opinion  to  be 

that  they  possess  the  rights  oi'  the  old  French  Canadians,  who  had  the  right  to 
travel  and  trade  through  that  country  ? — Yes. 

4496.  Is  that  the  sense  in  which  you  mean  that  they  had  the  right  ? — Yes  ; 
that  is  the  sense  in  which  it  is  understood  in  Canada. 

4497.  When  you  speak  of  the  desire  of  the  Canadians  to  see  that  country 
settled  and  developed,  do  you  understand  it  to  be  with  a  view  to  defining 
the  boundary  between  the  United  States  and  that  part  of  America?— Partly, 
I  think. 

4408.  What  is  the  other  object? — That  a  great  many  of  the  available  lands 
are  taken  up  in  Canada  ;  most  of  the  lands  now  for  disposal  are  far  back  ;  they 
are  up  the  Ottawa. 

4499.  Then  it  is  with  a  view  of  colonisation  and  of  settling  the  country  ? — 
Yes.  ' 

4500.  How  could  that  be  done  if  there  were  no  roads  of  easy  access  to  it? — 
They  would  make  roads. 

450 1 .  Lord  Stanley.]  Do  you  speak  of  the  lands  up  the  Ottawa  Valley  being 
occupied  to  a  considerable  extent  r — To  some  extent. 

4502.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  settlement  has  actually  proceeded  up  that 
valley,  beginning  from  By  Town  and  going  westward  r — T  suppose  100  miles  up  ; 
there  are  about  1  DO  miles  of  farms  here  and  there. 

4503.  Do  you  mean  that  the  greater  part  of  the  land  is  occupied  r —The 
whole  of  it  is  not  taken  up ;  there  are  farms  here  and  there ;  but  then  that 
land  is  very  difficult  to  clear  ;   the  trees  are  very  large  there. 

4504.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  only  a  few  years  ago  there  were  merely  a  few 
scattered  settlements,  and  very  small  settlements,  here  and  there,  over  all  that 
vast  extent  of  country  which  lies  between  By  Town  on  the  Ottawa  and  Lake 
Huron  ? — Yes,  I  believe  so  ;  but  settlement  there  has  been  advancing  very 
rapidly  since  that. 

4505.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzimlliam.]  What  is  the  rate  at  which  settlement  advances; 
what  number  of  miles  does  settlement  advance  in  a  year  ? — It  is  very  difficult 
to  answer  that  exactly  by  miles. 

4506.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Did  I  rightly  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Canadians 
were  desirous  of  having  the  opportunity  of  making  settlements  along  this  part 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  in  consequence  of  the  people  preferring  to  go 
there  rather  than  to  settle  in  the  Ottawa  district  r— Yes  ;  Mr.  Cauchon  gives 
that  in  his  report ;  he  says  that  they  can  cultivate  the  prairies  much  more  easily 
than  they  can  the  forest  land. 

4507.  Is  it  found  practically  by  the  Government  of  Canada  that  the  people 
prefer  trying  the  prairies  to  undertaking  the  land  where  the  large  trees  grow  ? 
— Yes,  I  believe  so. 

4508.  Viscount  Goderkh.]  You  refer  to  the  United  States  territory? — They 
prefer  going  there  now ;  but  he  wishes  to  direct  them  to  the  Sakatchewan 
instead  of  sending  them  to  the  United  States;  he  wishes  to  prevent  such 
persons  in  future  trom  being  lost  to  the  pronnce. 

4509.  Mr.  Christy.]  When  you  speak  of  Canada  being  inimical  to  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  what  is  the  reason  why  they  are  so,  do  you  suppose ;  I  am 
speaking,  not  as  a"  question  of  territory,  but  as  a  question  of  the  population, 
the  general  feeling ;  what  is  their  objection  to  the  Company  ?— They  think  that 
they  oppose  settlement ;  that  they  oppose  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
the  country;  and  they  look  upon  them  as  a  foreign  body  monopolising  an 
immense  territory,  keeping  it  in  a  state  of  nature,  when  it  has  many  resources 
which  might  be  developed. 

4510.  Do  you  think  that  the  people  generally  in  Canada  desire  to  see  the 
Company  abolished  ? — I  do. 

451 1 .  Chairman.]  Would  they  wish  to  see  the  trade  with  the  Indians  thrown 
open  to  everybody  without  the  least  reserve?— 1  think  the  people  generally 

would. 

•  451 2.  Have  you  at  all  considered  what  the  results  of  that  would  probably  be 
upon  the  Indian  population  and  upon  the  fur  trader— I  think  the  Indians  would 
eet  articles  much  cheaper  than  they  do  at  present. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  II  2  4513-  Have 
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A.  R.  Roche,  Esq.        4513-  Have  you  made  yourself  at  all  acquainted  with  the  history  of  that 

country  during  the  time  when  there  was  a  system  of  competition  carried  on  for 

9  June  1857.       the  fur  trade  ? — Yes. 

45 1 4.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  confusion  in  the  country  in  consequence  of 
spirits  being  very  extensively  introduced,  I  believe,  by  those  parties  competing 
against  one  another  for  the  furs  ? — Yes,  that  was  the  case  ;  but  then  spirits  are 
still  introduced,  I  understand ;  that  is  the  system  even  now  in  some  portions  of 
the  territory. 

4515.  What  do  you  imagine  would  be  the  effect  of  an  unlimited  introduction 
of  spirits  ? — I  think  the  effect  would  be  very  bad,  certainly. 

4516.  How  would  you  propose  to  guard  against  that  in  the  event  of  an  un- 
limited competition  in  trade? — I  would  prohibit  the  introduction  of  spirits 
altogether ;  I  would  not  even  allow  white  persons  to  use  spirits  in  the  territory. 

4.517.  It  is  difficult  enough.  I  believe,  to  enforce  that  law  in  densely-peopled 
countries ;  how  could  you  possibly  enforce  a  temperance  law  of  that  description 
through  the  immense  territories  which  are  now  occupied  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  with  such  a  frontier  as  they  have  ? — It  would  certainly  be  difficult. 
I  understand  that  the  Americans  do  not  use  spirits  now  in  their  Indian  trade . 

4518.  Do  you  know  the  recent  history  of  the  relations  between  the  Indians 
and  the  white  population  in  the  American  territory  ? — Yes,  I  have  made  inquiries 
into  it. 

4.519.  Are  you  aware  that  there  have  been  scenes  of  the  most  dreadful  de- 
scription in  the  way  of  mutual  bloodshed  and  destruction  between  the  whites 
and  the  Indians  ? — In  the  Oregon  territory ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  those 
scenes  have  taken  place  towards  the  east,  not  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, I  think,  not  recently.  I  sometimes  receive  newspapers  from  Minnesota, 
and  I  do  not  see  any  mention  made  there  of  wars  among  the  Indians. 

45 io.  I  fancy  that  in  Minnesota  the  white  men  are  in  great  force,  and 
the  Indians  are  comparatively  impotent? — No;  they  say  that  the  Chippewas 
there  are  numerous,  and  that  they  are  increasing  in  number. 

4.521 .  Lord  Slanley.]  You  spoke  of  the  resti-ictions  upon  the  sale  of  spirits  to 
Indians  under  the  laws  of  the  Company ;  would  it  be  possible,  in  your  judgment, 
under  that  Company,  or  under  any  government,  to  enforce  laws  of  that  sort  if 
a  white  population  became  numerous  there  r — I  think  it  would  be  difficult. 

4.522.  In  short,  the  continuance  of  restrictive  laws  of  that  kind  depends  upon 
the  country  remaining  comparatively  unsettled  by  a  white  population  ? — I  think 
it  depends  a  great  deal  upon  the  people  themselves. 

4.523.  Therefore  if  the  Indian  population  is  to  be  preserved  from  temptations 
of  that  kind,  it  can  only  be  done  by  keeping  the  white  population  comparatively 
limited ;  that  is  to  say,  by  rendering  the  territory  useless  for  purposes  of 
colonisation? — I  find  that  there  are  many  tribes  in  the  United  States  which  are 
increasing  now,  which  are  in  contact  with  white  persons ;  Bancroft  mentions 
several ;  he  mentions  the  Cherokees,  the  Choktaws,  the  Creeks,  and  the 
Winnibagoes. 

4.524.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  You  have  been  asked  about  what  effect 
liquor  has  upon  the  Indians ;  can  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  what  effect 
has  been  produced  by  liquor  among  the  Indians  in  Canada  ? — It  has  been  very 
injurious  to  them. 

4525.  Is  liquor  extensively  used  among  them  ? — 1  am  not  aware  that  it  is  at 
present.  I  am  told  that  the  Indians  on  the  Grand  River,  who  are  settled  there 
as  farmers,  are  increasing  in  number,  and  as  a  proof  that  they  are  doing  wpU, 
I  may  instance  that  they  gave  100  L  sterling  to  the  Patriotic  Fund. 

4.526.  Where  is  the  Grand  River  ? — It  is  in  Upper  Canada ;  it  runs  into  Lake 
Erie. 

4.527.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Are  the  Indians  in  Canada,  in  point  of  fact,  increasing 
or  decreasing  in  number?— I  am  told  that  they  are  increasing  there,  and  at 
the  Credit ;  that  is  near  Toronto,  where  they  are  settled ;  they  have  funded 
property. 

.   4.5 '^8.  Do  you  speak  of  your  own  knowledge  as  to  their  state  of  comfort  and 
clothing? — I  speak  from  inquiries  which  I  made  at  the  Indian  Department. 

4529.  What  is  the  result  of  your  information  ? — They  say  that  they  are  i-ather 
increasing  in  intelligence,  in  wealth,  and  even  in  number. 

4530-  That 
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4530.  That  they  are  becoming  settled  agriculturists  ?— Yes.,  a.R.  Rochff,  Esq. 

4531.  I  need  not  ask  you  whether  there  is  any  limitation  to ,  intercourse 

between  them  and  the  white  people  ? — There  is  no  limitation,  9  June  1857. 

4532.  There  is  no  restriction  upon  the  introductioa  of  any  quantity  of  spirits 
which  the  white  people  think  right  to  send  in  there  ?— There  is  a  law  in  Canada, 
certainly,  against  selhng  liquor  to  the  Indians. 

4533-  Have  you  heard  of  any  people  being  punished  for  infrg^ctions  of  that 
law  ? — No,  I  have  not. 

4534.  Is  it  supposed  in  the  country  generally  that  that  law  is  observed  or  is 
violated? — I  have  not  heard  of  any  instances  of  its  being  violated,  although  I 
-dare  say  it  is  violated  in  some  instances  ;  of  course  it  must  be.   , 

4535-  T)o  you  infer  then  that  if  the  Canadians  were  allowed  to  colonise  and 
make  settlements  along  this  portion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories,  the  same 
rule  would  prevail  in  the  communication  between,  the  white  people  and  the 
Indians  as  prevails  between  the  white  people  and  the  Indians  in  Canada;  is  that 
your  impression  ? — -Yes,  that  is  my  impression.  . 

4536.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Does  the  fur  trade  exist  in  Canada  ? — Yes,  to 
a  certain  extent;  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  posts  in  Canada.  ,, 

4537.  With  respect  to  those  Indians  of  whom  you  were  speaking  just  now, 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  being  in  the  society  of  white  men  in  Canada,  is 
any  fur  trade  carried  on  by  them,  or  with  them? — None. 

4538.  Therefore  there  is  uo  occasion  for  any  trade  in  spirits  ?— No  ;  but  they 
are  so  well  off  that  they  could  purchase  any  quantity  of  spirits. 

4539.  Do  you  not  look  upon  the  Indians  near  Montreal,  for .  instance,  as 
a  very  demoralised  race  ? — 1  believe  there  they  have  not  done  so  well  as  they 
have  at  the  Grand  River,  or  at  the  Credit,  although  I  have  not  ^een' among 
them. 

4540.  Y'ou  just  now  said  that  you  would  prevent  the  sale,  qr  the  consumption 
of  spirits  altogether,  if  the  territory  was  added  to  Canada,  and  Canada  had  the 
rule  over  it ;  what  is  your  reason  for  saying  so  ;  why  would  you  put  an  end  to 
it  ? — For  the  sake  of  the  Indians. 

4541.  Why  for  the  sakp  of  the  Indians;  do  you  think  that  it  would  have 
a  deteriorating  influence  upon  the  Indians  ? — Certainly  ;  at  least  I  think  that 
spirits  would  have  that  effect  if  they  could  procure  them. 

4542.  Mr.  Christy.^  The  Chairman  asked  you  with  reference  to  wars  amongst 
the  white  and  red  races  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States ;  are  you  aware 
of  wars  amongst  the  Indians  themselves  in  the  territory  of  the  United.  States 
— No,  I  am  not. 

4543-  Have  you  heard  of  any  wars  in  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  amongst  the  Indians  ? — Yes.  In  1849  Lieutenant  Hooper,  who 
wintered  at  Bear  Lake,  came  round  from  Point  Barrow ;  he  relates  a  case  of 
a  number  of  Esquimaux  being  killed  by  a  f)arty  of  Loucheux  Indians,  led  on  by 
a  white  man  in  the  Hudson'sBay  Company's  employment ;  it  occurred  on  the 
Mackenzie.  > 

4544.  You  have  stated  a  good  deal  of  what  you  gathered  from  information 
which  is  published.  Within  your  own  knowledge,  or  in  the  course  of  your  own 
researches  under  the  Canadian  Government,  have  you  discovered  any  instances 
in  which  the  Indians  have  been  oppresssed  at  all  by  the;  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? 

I  have  seen  merely  statements  of  some  of  their  officers  in  their  published 

works.  1  have  a  paper  which  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Vancpughnet,  the 
President  of  the  Council  in  Canada,  from  Red  River  direct,  containing  statistics 
of  the  colony,  drawn  up  in  March  last,  by  one  of  the  inhabitants  there. 

454.5.  Mr.  Groffan.]  How  did  th^t  paper  come  into  your  possession  ? — It  was 
sent  to  me  direct  by  Mr.  Vancoughnet,  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council ; 
I  suppose  it  is  for  Mr.  Draper. 

4546.  Chairman.]  What  is  the  paper  ?— It  is  Statistics  of  the  Red  River 
Colony,  drawn  up  by  a  Mr.  Gunn  there.,  I  spoke  to  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's 
Land  about  Mr.  Gunn,  and  he  says  that  he  is  a  very  respectable  man. 

4547.  -Mr.  Edward  Ellice,]  Just  let  me  see  that  paper.  (The  same  was 
handed  to  the -Honour able  Member.)  This  is  a  letter  to  Mr.  Vancoughnet,  dated 
In  March  ;   from  whom  ? — From  Mr.  Gunn. 

[The  Witness  was  directed  to  withdraw. 
0.24— Sess.  2.  I  I  3 
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The  Witness  was  again  called  in. 

A.  R. Roche,  Esq.        4,548 .  Chairman.  ]  The  Committee  wish  that  paper  to  be  put  in  ?     (  The  Witness 

delivered  iJi  the  same.) — I  have  a  copy  of  a  petition  from  the  Red  River,  which 

9  June  1857.       has  heen  presented  to  the  Parliament  in  Canada. 

4,549.  Mr.  Christy.']  What  is  the  nature  of  the  petition  which  you  have  from 
the  Red  River  ? — It  is  stating  certain  grievances,  and  asking  to  be  annexed  to 
the  Canadian  territory. 

4550.  I  should  rather  have  asked  you  to  whom  it  is  addressed  ? — It  is 
addressed  to  the  Parliament  of  Canada ;  one  petition  to  the  Upper  House,  and 
one  to  the  Lower  House,  in  the  usual  form. 

4551.  What  is  the  date  of  it  ? — In  April  of  this  year. 

4552.  By  whom  is  it  signed  ?  ~I  have  not  the  signatures  here  ;  but  it  is  signed 
by,  I  believe,  about  600. 

455,3-  Persons  resident  at  Red  River  r — Persons  resident  at  Red  River. 
4,554.  Chairman.']  AU  males  r — Yes. 

4555.  Mr.  Christy.']  Just  describe  to  the  Committee  what  the  nature  of  the 
petition  is  r— It  states  certain  grievances  ;  it  gives  a  histor}'  of  the  settlement. 
The  petitioners  say  that  they  have  invested  large  sums  of  money  in  payment  for 
land  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  that  they  cannot  get  any  deeds  for  the 
same  ;  that  is  one  complaint.  They  say  that  the  Company's  agents  have  endea- 
voured to  force  deeds  vipon  them  to  which  they  object,  which  would  subject 
them  to  become  slaves  to  that  body.  Then  tliey  believe  the  charter  of  the 
Company  not  to  be  legal,  and  so  forth.  They  say  that  on  their  annual  journeys 
into  Minnesota  they  have  been  pursued  like  felons  by  armed  constables  ;  that 
they  have  been  searched,  and  their  property  taken  from  them  and  confiscated. 

4556.  Do  they  speak  generally  with  regard  to  their  property,  or  describe  what 
particular  property  has  been  taken  from  them  I — "  They  searched  our  property, 
even  by  breaking  open  our  trunks,  and  all  furs  found  were  confiscated."  Furs 
they  speak  of.  Then  they  complain  that  "the  valuable  commercial  productions 
of  the  country  are  exported  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  a  company  of  traders, 
who  are  strangers  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country."  They  also  complain  of 
being  obliged  to  import  everything  through  the  Company,  and  then  they  speak 
of  the  rule  of  the  Company  paralj'sing  the  whole  of  their  energies,  and  therefore 
they  wish  to  be  attached  to  Canada.  They  say  that  they  ha\-e  appealed  to  the 
Imperial  authorities  without  effect,  and  therefore  they  petition  the  Parliament 
of  Canada. 

4557.  Do  they  give  any  date  at  which  they  appealed  to  the  Imperial  Legisla- 
ture r — No,  they  do  not.  They  say,  "  We  have  represented  our  grievances  to 
the  Imperial  Government." 

4558.  Viscount  Goderich.\  Do  you  know  whether  any  notice  has  been  taken, 
or  whether  any  proceedings  have  been  taken  with  regard  to  that  petition  by  the 
Colonial  Legislature  ?— It  has  only  just  been  presented  there.  There  has  been 
a  committee  appointed  there  to  inquire  into  the  whole  matter.     That  committee 


IS  now  sittmg. 


4559-  To  inquire  into  the  allegations  of  that  petition  .' — No,  not  into  the 
allegations  of  that  petition.  It  is  a  committee  somewhat  similar  to  this,  to  inquire 
into  the  rights  of  Canada  to  the  territory,  and  the  rights  of  the  Company  under 
their  charter.  In  fact,  the  inquiry  is  a  very  wide  one  there  ;  much  wider  than 
this 

4560.  Chairman.]  V/hen  is  that  committee  likely  to  report? — Very  shortly, 
because  the  Legislature  is  not  likely  to  sit  long.  The  committee  was  appointed 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Terrill,  the  pi-ovincial  secretary. 

4561.  Mr.  Edward  EHice.]  Is  that  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
validity  of  the  Company's  charter  ? — Yes  ;  that  is  one  of  their  objects.  This 
petition  was  presented  to  the  Upper  House  by  Mr.  Vancoughnet,  and  in  the 
Lower  House  it  was  presented  by  Mr.  Macbeth,  a  native  of  the  Red  River 
Settlement. 

4562.  Mr.  Christy.]  Does  that  petition  say  that  the  parties  signing  it  peti- 
tioned the  Crown  or  the  Imperial  Legislature  ;  what  are  the  words  in  which  it 
expresses  itself? — It  says,  "We  have  represented  our  grievances  to  the  Imperial 
Government ;"  they  do  not  make  the  distinction. 

4563.  Do  you  know  whether  the  practice  has  been  to  transmit  any  grievance 

to 
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to  the  Crown,  to  the  Government  of  this  country,  and  not  to  the  Imperial  A.  B.  Roche,  Esq. 
Legislature  ? — Do  you  mean  from  Canada,  or  from  the  Red  River?  

4504.  From  the  Red  River  ;  not  from  Canada?— Yes,  I  think  they  appealed       9  June  1857. 
to  the  Colonial  Office  in  1849. 

45G5.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  you  know  under  what  authority  the  Colonial 
Legislature  assume  the  power  of  inquiring  into  charters  granted  by  the  Impe- 
rial Government,  in  territories  not  belonging  to  Canada  ? — I  do  not  know  that 
it  is  any  authority  which  they  assume  ;  they  inquire  into  it  with  the  object  of 
ascertaining  whether  this  charter  does  conflict  with  any  rights  which  they  may 
have. 

Captain  David  Herd,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

4566.  Chairman.]  I  believe  you  have,  as  the  captain   of  a  merchant  ship,    Ca.^ta.m  D.  Herd. 
been  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — I  have.  

4567.  How  long  have  you  been  so  connected? — For  the  last  23  years. 

4568.  What  has  been  the  nature  of  that  connexion  ? — I  was  an  officer  of 
one  of  their  ships  for  three  years  ;  and  I  think  I  have  commanded  one  of  them 
now  18  or  19  years. 

4569.  What  has  been  the  nature  of  the  trade  conducted  by  those  ships  ?^- 
I  merely  take  the  ship  backwards  and  forwards ;  they  put  on  board  whatever 
they  have  to  put  on  board,  and  I  take  it. 

4570.  To  Hudson's  Bay? — To  Hudson's  Bay  ;  York  Fort. 

4571.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  What  are  the  capabilities  of  the  Hudson's  Bay, 
with  regard  to  whaling? — I  have  been  going  there  for  the  last  22  years,  and 
have  never  seen  a  whale  but  once  ;  that  was  last  year ;  I  saw  one  whale ;  I 
have  seen  what  are  commonly  called  whales,  but  they  are  porpoises. 

4572.  Assuming  that  there  were  whales  there,  is  the  state  of  the  sea,  with 
regard  to  ice,  such  that  whaling  could  be  carried  on  in  it  ? — No,  I  do  not 
believe  that  it  could  ;  I  do  not  believe  that  whales  will  ever  go  amongst  ice 
myself. 

4573-  For  how  many  months  in  a  year  is  that  bay  closed  to  shipping  by  ice  r 
— I  should  think  it  is  open  only  from  six  weeks  to  two  months  in  the  year. 

4574.  And  during  the  rest  of  the  year  it  is  not  navigable? — It  is  not  navi- 
gable. We  generally  arrive  there  about  the  10th  or  15th  of  August,  and  get 
away  again  about  the  1 5th  or  20th  of  September. 

4575.  And  if  you  do  not  get  away  as  soon  as  that,  you  are  liable  to  be  kept 
there  the  whole  winter?  — Yes.  I  have  known  13,  14,  15,  16,  and  even  20 
degrees  of  frost  when  we  have  been  coming  away  on  the  25th  of  September. 

4576.  And  you  are  often  delayed  on  your  passage  out  by  the  ice  in  the 
Straits,  are  you  not  ?-- Sometimes  we  go  through  the  Straits  in  four  days,  and 
at  other  times  we  are  five  weeks. 

4577.  That  is  in  the  beginning  of  August  ? — Yes. 

4578.  In  fact,  you  do  not  beUeve,  first  of  all,  that  there  are  fish,  and  in  the 
next  place,  if  there  were  fish,  that  it  would  be  possible  to  catch  them  ?— I  believe 
that  to  be  the  case. 

4579.  Mr.  Christy.]  Have  you  ever  seen  seals  on  your  passage  through  the 
Straits  ?— Very  few  indeed  ;  I  have  seen  seals. 

4580.  Chairman.]  Are  there  no  fisheries  of  any  value  in  those  seas  ? — None 
that  I  have  ever  seen. 

458J.  My.  Christy.']  Do  you  ever  trade  with  the  Esquimaux? — Yes,  we 
sometimes  trade  with  them  ;  perhaps,  upon  an  average,  once  in  every  fourth 
year  or  so. 

4.582.  What  do  you  get  from  the  Esquimaux  ? — We  get  some  walrus  tusks, 
and  perhaps  a  horii  or  two  of  the  narwal ;  those  are  the  only  things  that  we 
get ;  we  very  rarely  get  any  skins. 

4583.  Do  you  get  any  seal  skins  ? — We  do  get  seal  skins  sometimes  ;  but 
very  few. 

4584.  What  number  do  you  get  ? — The  most  that  I  have  ever  got  did  not 
amount  to  more  than  eight  or  nine  altogether. 

4585.  Have  the  "Hudson's  Bay  Company,  to  your  knowledge,  ever  sent  out 
any  steam  vessel  ? — iNever  since  1  have  been   connected  with  the   service  ;  in 
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Captain  JD.  Herd,   fact,  if  my  opinion  were  asked,  I  do  not  think  that  a  steamer  would  do   at  all 

amongst  ice  to  force  a  passage. 

9  June  1857.  4586.  Are  you  aware  that  in  the  recent  Arctic  Expeditions  steam  vessels  were 

used  for  navigation,  and  that  their  superiority  was  established  in  seas  encum- 
bered by  ice  r — I  am  aware  that  steam  ships  have  gone  out  connected  with  Sir 
John  Franklin's  expedition ;  but  I  am  not  at  all  aware  how  they  did  amongst 
the  ice  :  I  have  merely  commanded  a  sailing  ship  ;  I  know  nothing  at  all  about 
a  steamer.  If  I  were  asked  for  my  experience,  I  should  prefer  a  sailing  ship, 
amongst  ice,  to  a  steamer. 

4,587.  You  say  that  you  know  nothing  about  a  steamer? — I  know  nothing, 
about  a  steamer. 

4588.  But  you  have  given  an  opinion  that  a  steamer  is  not  suited  for  navi- 
gating those  seas  encumbered  by  ice? — Not  to  force  a  passage  through  ice. 

4589.  You  are  not  aware  of  what  took  place  in  the  Arctic  Expedition  with 
steamers  ? — No,  I  am  not. 

4590.  Mr.  Edward  Eilice.]  Are  not  your  own  ships  obliged  to  be  doubled,, 
fortified  r — They  are  fortified  with  ice  chocks  forward. 

4591.  That  means  doubling  and  treblin<T  the  thickness  of  the  bow? — Yes; 
the  ice  chocks  are  brought  out  flush  with  tlie  stem. 

4592.  Mr.  Christ^/.}  Do  not  you  think  that  if  you  were  provided  with  a  screw 
steamer  it  would  make,  at  all  events,  the  passage  in  a  much  quicker  time  ? — It 
would  entirely  depend  upon  the  state  of  the  Straits.  Sometimes  we  are  six 
weeks  going  through  the  Straits,  and  cannot  see  so  much  open  water  as  ta 
turn  a  boat  round  ;  in  other  years  «  e  go  through  and  see  comparatively  little 
ice;  but  upon  the  average  we  have  sailed  something  like  800  to  1,000  miles 
through  ice,  all  the  years  that  I  have  been  in  the  service. 

4593.  Am  I  to  understand  that  you  think  there  would  be  no  facility  if  the 
Company  were  to  employ  steamers?- — I  could  not  offer  an  opinion  about  it. 

4594.  Mr.  Edward  Eilice.^  Steamers  would  have  to  go  through  the  same  ice 
that  a  saiHng  ship  has  ? — Yes. 

4595.  Mr.  Christy.]  Do  not  you  think  that  you  woiild  be  enabled  to  leave 
London  later  than  you  now  do,  and  to  reach  York  Factory  sufficiently  early 
with  a  steam  vessel  to  be  able  to  make  the  voyage  there  and  back  again  during 
the  open  season  ? — I  do  not  think  it.  I  did  not  get  out  of  the  ice  in  1 854  until 
the  4th  of  September,  and  then  we  were  close  down  to  York. 

4596.  Mr.  Edward  Eilice.]  You  had  ice  all  through  August  ? — Yes  ;  we  just 
got  into  the  outer  roads  and  the  ice  was  outside  of  us. 

4597.  Mr.  Christy.]  What  do  you  consider  the  actual  distance  traversed  from 
London  to  Hudson's  Bay  ? — ^Ve  calculate  it  to  be  about  3,500  miles. 

4598.  Do  you  consider  that  it  is  further  than  to  Montreal? — Yes,  I  should 
say  so  ;  and  it  is  a  more  intricate  navigation  altogether.  The  Straits  and  the 
ice  cause  a  detention. 

4599.  What  is  the  value  of  your  average  cargo  ? — I  cannot  say.  I  only 
command  the  ship.  I  take  in  what  they  give  me,  and  I  bring  it  home  here. 
I  do  not  understand  their  accounts  at  all.  I  know  nothing  about  the  country. 
I  am  very  glad  to  get  there,  and  very  glad  to  leave  it  again. 

4600.  What  is  your  tonnage? — The  vessel  is  524  tons. 

4601.  Do  you  know  how  much  you  are  insured  for? — That  I  cannot  state. 

4602.  Have  you  anything  to  do  with  the  rates  of  insurance? — No,  I  have 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  it.     I  never  see  the  policies  at  all. 

4603.  Chairman.]  Was  any  vessel  ever  lost  in  your  trade  ? — There  was  a 
chartered  ship  lost  in  1849,  a  ship  called  '•  The  Graham." 

4604.  Mr.  Edward  Ellke.]  That  was  not  one  of  the  Company's  ships  ? — No. 

4605.  Mr.  Christy.]  They  have  been  sometimes  frozen  up,  I  believe  ? — They 
have  been  frozen  up  previously  to  my  entering  the  service,  not  since  I  have 
belonged  to  the  service.  We  once  had  to  return  with  an  outward-bound  cargo 
on  board  in  1836,  from  the  detention  by  the  ice. 

4606.  Chairman.]  Has  the  climate  at  all  altered,  in  your  opinion,  since  you 
have  known  those  seas  ? — No,  it  is  about  the  same  ;  the  thermometer  is  about 
the  same  by  the  register  which  they  keep  at  York. 

4607.  Mr.  Christy.]  Can  you  tell  the  Committee  what  your  cargo  usually 
consists  of  ? — It  is  furs  principally,  and  oil. 

4608.  That  is  your  home  cargo  ? — Yes. 

4609.  What 
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4609.  What  else?— We  have  about  200  tons  of  stone  ballast;  we  take  in    Captain  D.  Herd. 
stone  ballast  at  York  ;  that  is  to  get  the  vessel  stiff.  r-^ — 

4610.  Mr.  Edward  mice]  In  consequence  of  the  lightness  of  the  goods  ?—      ^  "'""^  '^'" 

Yes. 

46 n.  Mr.  C^wfy.j  What  other  goods  do  you  bring  back  generally? — All 
sorts  of  skins  and  oil ;  those  are  the  only  things  I  know  of;  I  believe  there  is  a 
little  isinglass,  and  some  buffalo  tongues. 

461 -2.  Are  those  goods  consigned  wholly  to  the  Company?  —  They  are 
entirely  consigned  to  ijiem,  and  they  are  all  packed,  and  put  on  board  our 
ship. 

4613.  Do  you  bring  any  articles  for  private  individuals  ?— Yes,  in  the 
Vfay  of  presejjts ;  there  are  very  often  presents ;  there  may  be  presents  of 
furs. 

4614.  But  you  do  not  know  that  you  bring  any  cargo  for  private  inciividiials? 
— No  consignment  of  cargo  ;  it  is  all  consigned  to  the  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay. 

4615.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Are  you  forbidden  to  carry  a  cargo  for  anybody  else  ? 
— No,  I  never  received  any  orders  at  all  on  the  subject. 

46 1 6.  To  accommodate  anybody,  if  there  was  room  in  your  ship,  you  would 
give  facilities  for  anything  being  shipped  at  York,  and  vpould  bring  it  home  ? — 
If  they  brought  me  an  order  from  the  officer  at  York  to  receive  it  on  board, 
I  VFOuld  take  it  in. 

4617.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Then  it  would  require  such  an  order  as  that ;  you 
would  not  take  it  without? — I  cannot  say ;  there  has  never  been  such  a- thing  ; 
we  have  taken  a  cargo  on  board  of  presents. 

4618.  Mr.  Christy.]  You  speak  of  presents;  that  I  can  quite  understand; 
but  1  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  are  not  aware  rhat  you  bring  any  cargo, 
if  I  may  use  such  a  term,  for  merchants,  or  for  any  persons  in  that  country 
whose  goods  they  are,  exclusive  of  the  Company,  and  who  themselves  possess 
the  value  of  the  gopdsr;*'  you  do  not  know  that  ? — I  do  not  know  it. 

4619.  Is  your  home  cargo  more  bulky  than  your  outward  cargo  ?— No;  the 
home  cargo  is  not  nenrly  so  bulky  as  the  outward  cargo,  generally  speaking. 
One  year  it  may  be  rather  more  bulky  than  in  others  ;  but  it  is  not  so  bulky, 
generally  speaking,  as  the  outward  cargo. 

'  4620.  What  does  your  outward  cargo  generally  consist  of? — It  is  principally 
supplies  for  the  country ;  tea  and  sugar,  and  manufactured  goods,  cloths  and 
blankets,  and  a  general  cargo  ;  the  common  necessaries  of  life. 

4621.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  value  of  that  cargo  ?— No,  I  have  not. 

4625;.  You  have  npthin,g  to  do  with  the  insurance  ? — I  have  nothing  at  all  to 
do  with  it. 

4623.  Is  your  ship  generally  full  (I  am  speaking  now  of  an  average  of  years) 
which  comes  from  York  Factory  ? — No  ;  this  ship  which  is  now  sent  is  seven 
years  old.  She  is,  perhaps,  what  you  would  call  full,  but  sailors  would  not  call 
her  full,  perhaps,  once  out  of  those  seven  years.  Of  course  it  greatly  depends 
upon  how  you  stow  a  ship ;  you  can  fill  her  as  you  like. 

4624.  Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  a  traffic  might  be  had  in  tallow,  or  any 
other  produce  of  that  country,  for  instance,  from  the  Red  River,  which  you 
might  bring  home  if  your  ship  were  not  full ;  heavy  goods  which  you  might  use 
instead  of  the  ballast  which  you  have  told  us  you  are  compelled  to  use  ? — I  have 
not  given  that  point  much  consideration ;  but  I  have  always  understood  that 
there  was  such  a  difficulty  in  getting  tallow  from  Red  River,  that  it  was  not  to 
be  had  ;  that  they  could  not  get  enough  to  supply  themselves  at  Red  River,  let 
alone  sending  it  away. 

4625.  Then  you  have  never  had  any  appUcations,  to  your  knowledge,  which 
have  been  refused  ? — Never. 

4626.  Do  you  understand  my  question  ? — I  do,  perfectly. 

4627.  Describe  my  question? — Supposing  you  to  be  a  merchant  at  York,  you 
have  never  applied  to  me  ;  no  merchants  at  York,  except  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  factors,  ever  put  cargo  on  board  the  ship,  or  ever  applied  to  me  to 
put  cargo  on  board  the  ship. 

4628.  You  have  not  heard  that  applications  have  been  made  to  bring  home 
produce  in  the  Company's  ships  which  have  been  refused  ? — No,  I  never  have. 

4629.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  You  mentioned  that  you  brought  home  oil 
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Captain  D.  Herd,    in  the  ship  ;  in  what   quantities  do  you  bring  it  home  ?  —  It  never  exceeds  20 

•        puncheons. 

<>  June  1857.  4f'30.  Do  you  imagine  that  that  is  all  the  oil  which  could  possibly  be  col- 

lected in  the  Hudson's  Bay  '■:■ — That  is  all  that  I  collected  upon  the  west  side  of 
the  bay. 

4631.  Do  you  imagine  that  that  is  all  the  oil  which  could  possibly  be  col- 
lected in  the  Hudson's  Bay  r — I  cannot  say.  I  only  know  about  that  part  to 
which  I  have  been  going.  I  cannot  say  what  there  is  on  the  east  side.  I  have 
never  been  on  the  east  side. 

4632.  Do  any  other  ships  trade  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  ? — No. 

4633.  Any  to  Moose  Fort  r — One  ship  goes  down  to  Moose. 

463.4.  Two  ships  then  go  to  the  Hudson's  Bay? — Two  ships  go  to  the  bay, 
and  a  chartered  ship  occasionally,  making  three. 

463,'^.  Is  there  in  each  ship,  do  you  imagine,  a  quantity  of  oil  brought  homer 

—  I  think  there  was  some  oil  brought  from  Moose  last  year,  but  I  cannot  speak 
positively  about  it. 

4636.  Have  you  ever  been  to  Moose  yourself? — No;  but  whether  it  was 
caught  at  Moose  or  at  Whale  River,  1  cannot  say. 

4H37.  Where  is  Whale  River  ? — That  is  upon  the  east  side  of  the  bay. 

4638.  Why  is  it  called  Whale  River? — They  are  white  porpoises,  in  fact, 
but  they  are  commonl)^  called  whales  in  the  country- 

4639.  Do  they  abound  ? — No;  I  have  seen  very  few  of  them  all  the  years  that 
I  have  been  going  there,  not  sufficient  to  pay  for  an  establishment,  I  believe. 

4640.  Mr.  Christy.]  Are  not  porpoises,  where  they  abound,  very  valuable  for 
purposes  of  oil  ? — I  cannot  answer  that  question,  I  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  them. 

4641.  And  also  for  their  skins? — I  cannot  say. 

464-?.  Viscount  Goderich.']  Did  I  rightly  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  did 
not  think  that  any  greater  facilities  would  arise  from  the  use  of  steamers  in  that 
sea  than  from  the  use  of  sailing  vessels  r — If  my  opinion  were  to  be  given,  I 
should  say  decidedly  not ;  they  might  succeed  very  well  in  one  year,  but  taking 
the  average  of  years,  I  think  myself  that  a  sailing  vessel  is  far  preferable. 

464  ^  Has  not  the  experience  of  the  Arctic  Expeditions  rather  a  contrary 
tendency  ? — The  Arctic  Expeditions  were  carried  to  a  certain  distance ;  but  we 
must  get  to  the  other  side,  and  get  back  again  in  time  before  the  season  sets  in. 
If  we  met  with  any  accident  to  our  machinery  where  could  we  go  to  get  it 
repaired  ;  we  should  lose  our  voyage. 

4644  On  the  other  hand,  would  not  a  steamer,  being  quicker,  enable  you  to 
go  there  and  back  again  in  less  time  ? — It  would  entirely  depend  upon  the  state 
of  the  ice. 

464.5.  Mr.  Christ]/.]  It  would  be,  of  course,  during  the  open  season? — In  an 
open  season  of  course  that  would  be  so,  if  you  could  depend  upon  the  Straits 
being  entirely  clear  of  ice ;  but  that  would  be  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule. 

4046.  I  refer  to  the  season  from  the  10th  of  August  to  the  20th  of  September? 

—  I  have  been  as  late  in  Hudson's  Straits  as  the  25th  of  August,  beset  amongst 
ice ;  it  has  been  the  25th  of  August  before  I  have  got  out  of  the  ice  going  out, 
before  I  have  got  out  of  the  Straits  ;  then,  when  I  have  been  coming  home 
again,  1  have  been  in  the  ice  17  days,  and  even  three  weeks. 

4647.  Mr.  Kimiaird.]  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  vessel  coming  into  the  bay, 
or  caihng  at  York  Factory  on  her  own  account  ?—  N  ever,  1  was  in  company  with 
Sir  George  I'ack  when  he  wert  out  in  the  "Terror  ;"  he  wintered  there  in  1836. 

4648.  I  meant  for  trading  purposes  ? — No. 

4649.  Mr.  Christy.]  I  suppose  you  really  know  nothing  of  the  countrv  in 
any  way  except  the  sea  voyage  from  London  ? — That  is  all  I  do  know  ;  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  country  is  so  unfavourable  that  I  never  go  out  of  my  ship  when 
I  am  there  ;  I  am  glad  to  get  there,  and  glad  to  get  away  again. 

4(150.  You  are  always  very  far  north  ?—  We  aie  in  67°  at  York,  and  92°  west. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  John  Miles ^  called  in ;  and  Examined. 

465 1 .  Chairman.]   ARE   you   acquainted  with  Vancouver's   Islanrl  ? — Yes ;       Mr.  J.  Miles. 

I  went  to  Vancouver's  Island  in  1852  ;  that  was  the  first  visit  I  made  there,  and        — 

on  my  return  from  crossing  the  mountains  I  was  there  in  1854.  9  June  1857. 

4652.  What  were  your  inducements  for  going  there?— On  the  Company's 
business ;  inspecting  the  accounts  of  the  Company. 

4653.  You  went  there  as  a  servant  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?  -  Yes. 

4654.  What  opinion  did  you  form  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  that  country  ? — 
Its  soil  is  very  good  and  very  rich,  and  the  cUmate  is,  I  think,  superior  to  that 
of  England. 

4655.  It  is  very  well  covered  with  timber,  I  believe  ?  —  Yes ;  some  parts  of  it. 

4656.  Did  you  go  much  about  it? — No  ;  I  only  went  about  15  miles  north  of 
Victoria,  across  to  the  Sannitch  Inlet. 

4657.  Do  you  believe  the  coal  mines  to  be  valuable? — I  think  they  are  very 
valuable  ;  I  did  not  go  to  the  coal  mines. 

4658.  With  regard  to  the  fisheries,  do  you  think  that  they  are  likely  to  be 
very  productive  ? — They  will  be  in  course  of  time,  when  you  begin  to  know  how 
to  fish  there ;  but  at  present  they  are  not  much  used,  excepting  the  salmon  and 
herring  round  the  island  by  the  Indians  themselves. 

4659.  The  progress  of  settlement  in  Vancouver's  Island  has-  been  very  slow,  I 
believe  ?  — Very  slow. 

4660.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  circumstance? — To  the  great  distance 
from  England,  and  to  the  nearness  of  the  gold  fields  in  California.  Men  that  we 
have  taken  out  there,  especially  miners,  have  made  their  escape  and  gone  away 
there  in  defiance  of  contracts. 

4661-  But  do  you  think  that  the  island  possesses  sufficient  attractions  to 
render  it  probable  that  it  will  ultimately  become  a  considerable  settlement  ? — 
There  is  every  necessary  in  the  island  itself  for  its  becoming  one  of  the  finest 
colonies  in  the  world,  I  should  imagine.  It  has  got  wood,  coal,  good  land,  and 
iron ;  the  fisheries  are  good  round  about  it ;  the  position  is  good,  and  the  climate 
is  good. 

4662.  The  situation  of  the  harbour  is  very  favourable,  is  it  not? — Yes,  of 
Esquimault  Harbour ;  Victoria  Harbour  is   small. 

4663.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  How  long  did  you  say  you  were  there  ? — I  was  six 
months  on  my  last  visit  there. 

4664.  You  have  been  more  than  once  ?— I  was  there  a  fortnight,  only  the 
first  time,  in  1852. 

466,5.  Chairman.]  Do  you  know  the  country  on  the  main  land,  adjoining 
Vancouver's  Island,  at  all ;  Eraser's  River  ?— No,  I  have  never  been  in  Eraser's 
River  ;  I  crossed  from  Nisqually. 

4606.  Did  you  ever  get  any  rehable  information  while  you  were  there  of  what 
was  the  general  character  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  that  country? — Yes,  I  saw 
several  gentlemen  who  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  had 
lived  there  for  years.  The  climate  round  Thompson's  River  seems  to  be  very 
good  ;  the  timber  is  very  good  there. 

4667.  I  suppose  it  bears  a  considerable  resemblance  in  those  respects  to 
Vancouver's  Island  itself? — I  do  not  think  that  the  soil  is  so  good.  If  it  is  to 
be  judged  of  by  the  soil  south  of  it  in  Oregon,  through  which  I  passed,  it  is 
certainly  not  so  good  as  that  in  Vancouver's  Island. 

466  S.  Mr.  Charles  Pitzwilliam.]  1  believe  you  went  by  sea,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  Vancouver's  Island.  In  returning  you  went  up  the  Columbia  River,  1  believe, 
by  the  common  route  to  York  ? — Yes,  I  went  up  the  Columbia  River,  crossing 
the  Rocky  Mountains  between  Mount  Hooker  and  Mount  Brown. 

4669.  North  of  the  boundary,  where  the  boundary  line  crosses  the  Columbia 
River,  will  you  give  us  some  description  of  the  nature  of  the  country  ? — It  is  a 
woody  country,  not  very  fertile,  and  rather  mountainous  ;  the  grass  is  scant,  but 
apparently  nutritious.  The  country  at  the  back,  1  was  informed,  was  studded 
with  small  prairies. 

4670.  Will  you  describe  the  country  from  Fort  Colville  to  where  you  crossed 
the  mountains  ?^From  Fort  Colville,  or  the  north  side  of  the  Cohimbia  River, 
seems  to  be  a  prairie  country,  something  like  near  the  Dais. 
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Mr  J.  Miles.  4671-  Producing  good  grass?— Yes,  it  is  pretty  good  grass;  nothing  very 

^        ^         valuable.     Then  as  you  approach  the  boundary,  it  is  a  timber  country,  and  it  is 
9  June  1857,      timbered  all  the  way  up  to  the  Arrow  Lake. 

4672.  What  is  the  description  of  timber?— Some  part  of  it  is  pine,  and  hard 
wood,  elm  and  beech.  After  you  get  from  the  Arrow  Lake  you  get  into  a 
mountainous  region  altogether,  and  there  is  a  succession  of  mountain  ridges 
almost,  the  whole  way  up  the  Columbia,  to  the  boat  encampment. 

4673.  Mr.  Kinnnird.]  Do  you  do  that  on  horseback  ? — No,  in  boats  ;  we  cross 
the  Rocky  Mountains  on  foot. 

4674.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Of  what  height  is  the  pass  ? — Mount  Hooker 
is  called  24,000  feet,  I  think ;  I  am  not  sure.  The  pass  is  between  it  and  Mount 
Brown. 

46,-5.  From  there  where  do  you  cross  :  from  the  boat  encampment,  where  is 
the  point  on  the  east  side  of  the  mountains  at  which  you  leave  the  mountains  r 
— It  is  two  days'  level  walk  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Columbia  before  you 
reach  the  mountain  itself  which  you  cross  ;  it  is  a  good  day's  work  to  get  up  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  and  very  hard  work  too  ;  you  sleep  there ;  the  next 
morning  you  descend  the  mountain,  and  I  think  we  were  three  days  before  we 
got  out  of  the  mountain  ridge  altogether. 

4676.  Mr.  Kinnail-d.^  Is  there  a  sort  of  track  ? — Yes,  there  is  a  simple  track ; 
an  Indian  track. 

4677.  .Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  When  you  have  crossed  to  the  east  side  of 
the  mountains,  will  you  describe  what  is  the  nature  of  that  country  ? — Our 
route  lay  by  Jasper's  House,  and  down  the  Athabasca  River,  which  runs  into 
Slave  Lake  ;  the  whole  of  that  country  is  a  flat  countiy,  producing  nothing 
but  pine  and  spruce,  and  timbers  of  that  description :  the  country  appears  to  be 
swampy. 

4678.  Does  it  produce  grass  ? — There  is  some  grass. 

4679.  It  is  not  what  you  would  call  a  grass  country  ? — No,  by  no  means ;  it 
produces  more  of  the  moss  species  altogether. 

40S0.  From  Jasper's  House,  what  route  did  you  take? — I  went  down  the 
Athabasca  River  to  Fort  Assineboine  ;  from  that  place  I  went  on  horseback,  and 
crossed  over  to  Edmonton,  on  the  Saskatchewan  River,  and  went  down  through 
the  Saskatchewan  Valley  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  Norway  House. 

4681.  Will  you  describe  the  country  from  Edmonton,  down  the  north  branch 
of  the  Saskatchewan  River,  to  Norway  House?—  From  Edmonton  to  Carlton  was 
a  succession  of  prairie  lands,  producing  a  scant  grass,  not  at  aU  a  rich  grass, 
excepting  in  gulhes  in  the  rivers,  where  the  water  courses  run  down.  From 
near  Carlton  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  to  the  Grand  Rapid  there,  it  is  a  wooded 
country  the  whole  way. 

4682.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  country  back  from  the  river? — I  have 
not  been  there  ;   I  only  know  it  from  report,  of  course. 

4683.  Of  course  you  descended  the  river  in  a  boat? — Yes. 

4684.  At  what  time  of  year  were  you  there  ? — We  left  the  foot  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains  on  the  1st  of  May  ;  it  was  in  May  the  first  time  that  we  were  there, 
and  August  when  we  came  back  again. 

4685.  Was  the  country  then  completely  free  from  snow ;  had  all  the  snow 
disappeared  ?—  Yes ;  all  except  on  the  Rocky  Mountains.  When  we  got  to 
York  there  was  snow  and  ice  in  plenty. 

4686.  But  in  the  valley  of  the  Saskatchewan  how  was  it  ? — There  was  none 
in  the  valley  of  the  Saskatchewan. 

4687.  Was  there  any  appearance  of  snow  having  lain  there  to  any  great  depth  ? 
— None  but  in  the  rise  of  the  river ;  the  river  was  very  full  of  water ;  that  would 
be  the  only  criterion  by  which  I  could  judge  of  the  depth  of  snow. 

4688=  Can  you  tell  us  what  opinion  you  formed  as  to  depth  ? — They  say  that 
about  the  average  depth  of  snow  which  falls  in  the  prairies  is  four  or  five  feet ; 
at  least  that  is  what  the  hunters  told  me  ;  men  who  were  living  there. 

4689.  What  was  their  description  of  the  climate  generally? — That  it  was  very 
cold  in  the  winter,  and  in  the  summer  season  very  hot,  sultry.  In  fact,  it 
must  be  very  hot  there  in  the  summer  season,  because  the  grasses  are  all  dried 
up. 

4690.  At  what  time  ? — When  we  passed  there  in  August  they  were  all  dried 
up.     When  I  returned  1  went  to  Edmonton  from  Carlton,  nearly  the  whole 

way, 
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way,  on  horseback.     We  had  sometimes  difficulty  in  gettiii,g  grass  for  the  Mr,  J.  Miles, 

horses  at  night.        ,  ;  ,, ;  ■ 

4691 .  Chairman.']  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  idea  whether  the  country  9  June  1857, 
is  good  for  settlement? — The  prairies,  I  think,  ^re  npt,  so  prpductive  as  people 

imagine  they  are  ;  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  gullies,  where;  the  httle  streams 
run  down  into  the  Saskatchewan,  and  in  some  part  of  the  Saskatchewan  itself, 
it  is  very  fertile. 

4692.  Do  you  know  the  Minesota  country? — 'No;  I  haye.  never  been 
there. 

4693.  Mr.  Charki-  .  Fitzwilliam.']  Is  -  there  any  cultivation  on  the  northern 
branch  of  the  Saskatchewan;  any  farming,?—  We  h,aye  a  sma^  farn;  at 
Edmonton. 

4694.  What  is  produced  there  r — They  tried  to  grow  wheat;  they  put  up  a 
windmill  first  of  all,  and  tried  to  grow  wheat,  and  then  they  found  that  they 
could  not  grow  jt. 

4695.  Will  barley  grow  there  ? — Yes,  I  think  barley  grows  there. 

4696.  And  oats  ? — Yes. 

4697.  Have  they  attempted  to  grow  Indian  corn  ? — ]Vo. 

4698.  Do  cattle  thrive  well  ? — Very  well;  we  have  some  cattle  there.  It  is 
curious  to  say  that  the  people  will  not  eat  them ;  they  get  so  much  buffalo 
meat  that  they  vdll  not  eat  our  stall-fed  animals. 

4(199.  Are  buffaloes  very  abundant  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? — Yes,  the 
whole  way  through  there. 

4700.  Giving  evidence  that  the  country  is  well  adapted  to  support  animal 
life  ? — Yes,  there  is  no  question  of  that,  I  should  think. 

4701.  How  many  days  were  you  in  getting  from  the  boat  encampment  to 
Jasper's  House  ? — I  think  we  were  seven  or  eight.  When  I  referred  to  geliting 
out  of  the  mountains  I  meant  where  we  met  our  horses  to  take  us  to  Jasper's 
House ;  we  were  two  days  after  we  met  the  horses,  after  we  got  out  of  the 
mountain  passes,  in  getting  to  Jaspers  House. 

4702.  Is  there  any  other  pass  across  the  mountains  besides  that  from  the 
boat  encampment  to  Jasper's  House,  north  of  the  boundary  Hne  ? — The  only 
one  is  through  the  Peace  River  to  the  north.     1  never  heard  of  any  other. 

4703.  Mr.  Cfiristi/.]  Is  the  pass  over  the  Rocky  Mountains  very  precipitous 
and  difficult? — Yes,  very  difficult.  In  returning  over  the  mountains  we  were 
on  horseback,  and  we  were  obhged  to  get  off  our  horses  ;  we  could  not  sit  on 
them. 

4704.  On  which  side  is  it  the  most  precipitous  ? — On  the  west  side. 

470,5.  Did  it  appear  to  you  that  there  would  be  any  means  of  making  a  better 
communication  between  the  east  and  the  west  sides  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
over  that  ridge  of  mountains  ? — I  saw  nothing  but  difficulties  anywhere  except- 
ing in  the  road  itself,  and  there  were  quite  enough  there,  certainly. 

4706.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  as  to  whether  there  was  any  better  pass 
which  could  be  resorted  to  ? — I  made  no  inquiry,  because  I  thought  that  they 
would  naturally  take  the  best  pass  for  crossing  the  mountains.  I  know  that 
there  is  no  pass  until  you  come  to  the  Kootanais  pass,  which  is  in  the  American 
territory. 

4707.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  Is  that  very  much  lower  in  point  of  height? — Yes  ; 
I  believe  they  cross  there  with  waggons. 

4708.  Are  there  any  beasts  of  burthen  which  ever  pass  over ;  do  the  Indians 
employ  any  beasts  of  burthen? — None  but  horses. 

4709.  You  never  heard  of  any  crossing  that  part  ? — No. 


0.24 — Sess.  2.  K  K  3 


262  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 


Jovis,  11°  die  Junii,  1857- 


Mr.  Blackbuin.  I  Mr.  Percy  Herbert. 

Mr.  Christy.  <  Mr.  Kinnaird. 

Mr.  Edward  ElJice. 

Mr.  Cliarles  Fitzwilliam. 

Viscount  Goderich. 

Mr.  Gregson.  1  Mr.  Roebuck. 

Mr.  Groean.  >  Viscount  Sandon. 


Mr.  Labouchere. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Matheson. 


The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE  in  the  Chair. 


Mr.  John  McLaughlin,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Mr.  4710.   Chairman  J  ARE  you  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 

J.  M'Laughlin.  Company? — Partially. 

—  4711.  What  has  led  you  to  become  acquainted  with  them  ? — I  lived  there  for 

n  June  1857.    a  number  of  years. 

4712.  In  what  capacity  ? — Not  in  any  capacity  connected  with  the  Company  ; 
I  was  there  partly  as  a  settler,  and  partly  I  went  there  merely  to  seethe  country 
at  first,  but  I  remained  there  for  some  years. 

4713.  V\  here  did  you  reside  as  a  settler? — In  the  Red  River  Settlement. 

4714.  How  many  years  were  you  there  as  a  settler? — About  five  years, 
I  think. 

4715.  Have  you  any  property  there  still  ? — No  property. 

471 6.  You  have  no  intention  of  returning  to  it  ? — No. 

4717.  Were  you  ever  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  any 
manner  ? — In  no  manner  further  than  that  I  have  done  some  little  business  for 
them. 

471 8.  You  were  never  in  their  service  ?  —Never. 

4719.  Mr.  Gregson.]  What  was  your  occupation  there;  an  agricultural 
settler  ?— No  ;  I  have  a  relative  there,  an  uncle,  who  has  been  there  for  some 
30  or  40  years,  and  I  was  living  with  him  when  I  went  there. 

4720.  Chairman.]  How  many  years  ago  was  that? — I  left  in  the  latter  part 
of  1849. 

4721.  Mr.  Christy.]  Did  you  ever  possess  any  land  or  property  while  you 
were  there  ? — Never,  except  goods. 

4722.  What  was  your  chief  occupation  ? — I  traded  there  a  little. 

4723.  In  what? — In  general  goods. 

4724.  Will  you  give  us  a  little  more  information  as  to  the  nature  of  the  goods 
in  which  you  traded  ?  —I  brought  goods  from  the  United  States  there,  and 
traded  them  with  the  settlers  or  others. 

4725.  What  were  the  kinds  of  goods  ? — The  general  description  of  trading 
goods  which  are  required  in  an  Indian  country,  or  in  fact  anywhere. 

4726.  Chairman.]  What  articles  were  the  principal  part  of  your  stock  in 
a  commerce  of  that  kind  ?— Blankets  and  cottons;  some  ammunition,  and 
tobacco. 

4727.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Had  you  any  spirits ?— Never  but  once;  I  brought 
spirits  once  through  the  country,  that  is  all. 

4728.  For  what  purpose  ;  to  trade  with? — No  ;  for  private  use. 

4729.  Chairman.]  .You  never  sold  any  spirits  at  all' — I  cannot  say  that 
I  have  done  so  on  my  own  account. 

4730.  Did  you  ever,  on  your  own  account,  or  on  the  account  of  anybody 
else,  engage  at  all  in  the  trade  of  spirits  ? — It  is  such  a  length  of  time  b  ack 
that  a  person  has  really  to  refresh  his  memory  before  he  can  possibly  answer 
the  question  properly. 

4731.  You  are  not  prepared  to  tell  the  Committee  that  you  did  not?— No,  I 
am  not. 

4732.  Mr. 
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4732.  Mr.   Edward  Ellice.]   Have   you   any   knowledge   of  that   document  Mr. 
{handing  a  Paper  to  the  Witness)  ? — Yes.                                                                         J-  M'Laughlin. 

4733.  Was  your  name  attached  to  it?—  It  was  ;  it  is  rather  bad  French.  

11  June  1857. 

[2'Ae  same  was  read  as  follows  :\ 

Atjx  Metifs  et  Colons  de  la  Eivieee  Rouge. 

Il  vous  ecrit  pour  vous  informer  que  votre  cause  dans  ce  pays-ci  fait  des  progr^s  et 
triomplie  rapidement.  J'etais  vraiment  surpris  de  trouver  en  arrivant  icl  ,combien  elle  avait 
universellement  excite  I'interest  generale  du  peuple  de  la  Grande  Bretange.  Continuez 
hardiment  et  sans  crainte  dans  votre  presente  attitude.  Sourtout  n'ayez  point  recours  a  des 
moyens  violens,  mais  soyez  ferme  ^t  resolu  de  soutenir  vos  droits.  Vous  avez  plein  pouvoir 
comme  repet^nt  les  Journeaux  Anglais,  et  surtout  Le  Parlement  Britanique,  de  faire,  avec 
qui  11  vous  plait  le  commerce  dans  toutes  les  productions  de  votre  pays. 

N'ecoutez  pas  ces  histoires  ridicules  que  I'on  vous  racontera  pour  vous  intimider.  Vous 
avez  Le  Droit  pour  vous.  Votre  compatriot,  M.  Isbister,  a  interesse  des  amis  tres  puissans 
de  ce  cote-ci  des  mers,  qui  vous  supporteront  si  vous  vous  montez  dignes  de  I'interest  quils 
vous  portent. 

Courage !  mes  amis.     En  avant !  ! 

Votre  tr^s  sincere  ami, 

John  M'Laughlin. 

4734.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  When  was  it  that  you  put  forth  that  very  interesting 
document? — It  was  written  in  1850. 

4735.  Had  you  heard  that  anybody  interfered  with  the  trade,  because  you 
tell  the  natives  that  they  must  sell  the  productions  of  their  country  to  whom 
they  please.  Had  you  ever  heard  that  anybody  interfered  with  them? — For 
some  years  they  were  in  opposition  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  they  traded 
furs  all  throughout  the  country,  and  it  was  that  in  a  measure  which  led  to  the 
disputes  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  I  dare  say  to  the  present  com- 
mission of  inquiry. 

4736.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  They  trade  in  furs? — They  trade  in  furs. 

4737.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  It  led  to  disputes  with  whom  ?  —  Disputes  between  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  settlers. 

4738.  Did  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  interfere  with  the  Indians  selling  their 
peltries  to  the  settlers  ?  — Often. 

4739.  In  what  way  ? — In  every  possible  way  they  could  do  it ;  by  persecution 
and  other  means. 

4740.  How  did  they  persecute  ? — By  stopping  their  supplies  on  them. 

4741.  Supposing  an  Indian  had  come  to  you  with  his  hands  full  of  furs, 
would  you  have  dared  to  buy  them  ? — Certainly. 

4742.  And  he  would  have  dared  to  sell  them  ? — He  might  not  have  dared  to 
do  it  in  the  same  way  that  I  would  have  dared  to  have  bought  them. 

4743.  What  would  have  been  the  consequence  to  him  of  selling  them  to  you  ? 
— In  some  cases  their  furs  have  been  seized  and  impounded ;  they  have  im- 
prisoned the  parties,  or  impounded  the  furs. 

4744.  Supposing  they  had  passed  from  his  hands  to  yours,  would  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  then  have  seized  them  ?  —I  dare  say  if  they  thought 
that  they  had  the  power  to  do  so  they  would. 

4745  Did  you  ever  experience  anything  of  that  sort  ?  — Not  with  myself,  but 
I  have  known  cases  with  others. 

4746.  Mr.  Grogan.]   Have  you  any  cases  of  parties  who  were  imprisoned  for     ,, 
seUing  furs  to  settlers  ? — Yes,  I  have. 

4747.  Were  those  furs  ever  forfeited,  or  was  the  value  of  them  given  to  the 
party  who  sold  them?— In  several  cafes  they  have  received  value,  in  other  cases 
they  have  been  impounded  upon  the  plea  of  debt. 

4748.  Is  this  what  you  mean  by  the  term  "persecution,"  which  you  used 
a  short  time  ago  ? — Y  es. 

4749.  You  said  something  about  stopping  their  supplies  :  will  you  explain 
that?— The  general  means  that  an  Indian  has  of  living  is  by  receiving  a  certain 
amount  of  debt,  in  the  spring  or  fall  of  the  year ;  and  if  they  do  not  receive 
those  supplies  they  must  starve,  unless  they  can  get  them  from  some  settler  or 
some  other  party. 

4750.  In  point  of  fact,  have  you  known  any  instance  in  which  those  supplies 
have  been  refused  ? —Yes,  many  instances. 

4751.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  of  starvation  resulting  from  such  refusal? 
0.24— Sess.  2.  K  K  4  —^0, 
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Mr.  — No,  I  cannot  exactly  say  that  I  have,  but  I  know  that  that  would  be  the 

J.  M'Laughlin.     consequence. 

■  4752.  Have  you  known  any  case  of  severe  suffering  among  the  Indians  from 

11  June  1857.      ^]jg  ^a,nt  of  such  supplies? — I  have  known  that  they  have  been  thrown  upon 
the  community,  unable  to  go  out  to  their  hunts. 

4753.  Is  the  impression  general  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians,  that  in  the 
event  of  their  trafficking  in  furs  with  the  settlers  they  will  be  subject  to  such 
privations? — Yes;  therefore  in  selling  the  furs  they  have  to  smuggle  them  to 
the  settlers,  or  to  the  parties  who  purchase. 

4754.  Does  the  system  which  you  have  just  explained  to  us,  as  to  the 
trafficking  in  furs  between  the  Indian  and  the  settler,  apply  to  the  trafficking  in 
furs  of  the  Indians  and  the  half-breeds  ? — It  applies  to  some 

47,55.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  the  trafficking  in  furs  between  the  Indians 
inter  se  1 — There  is  a  certain  traffic,  but  it. applies  generally  to  all  parties  ;  the 
Company  strive  to  prevent  it  in  every  possible  way,  even  amongst  the  Indians. 

4756.  Will  you  explain  what  you  allude  to  ? — I  mean  to  say  that  the  Indians 
are  prevented  even  from  making  presents' to  one  another;  they  cannot  trade 
with  each  other ;  if  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  aware  of  it,  they  will  take 
means  to  stop  it.  They  even  prevent  presents  from  one  Indian  to  another, 
and  have  gone  so  far  as  to  try  to  bring  missionary  efforts  to  prevent  them  even 
wearing  furs. 

47,57.  Mr.  Roebuck.~\  In  what  way  did  they  bring  missionary  efforts  ;  did 
they  tell  them,  for  example,  that  the  anger  of  God  would  folio  a-  the  wearing  of 
a  fox  skin  ? — I  dare  say  they  might  not  have  spoken  in  that  way,  but  they  wished 
them  to  exert  their  influence.  I  know  one  pardcular  case  myself  where  it 
has  occurred,  where  they  applied  to  the  missionary  to  interfere  ;  they  had  been 
wearing  furs  about  the  bottom  of  the  river,  and  Mr.  Smithurst  was  applied  to 
for  the  purpose,  but  he  refused. 

4758.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Was  he  the  missionary  ?  — He  was  the  missionary.  If 
I  am  not  mistaken,  he  is  in  England  at  present,  perhaps  in  London ;  I  dare  say 
he  might  corroborate  the  statement  if  he  was  called  upon. 

47.59.  Mr.  Roebuck.^  What  was  he  asked  to  do  ? — He  was  asked  to  interfere. 

4760.  In  what  way  ? — The  missionaries  there  have  a  certain  power  and 
influence  over  the  Indians ;  I  do  not  say  that  he  was  to  do  it  officially  from  his 
pulpit,  but  to  speak  to  those  around  him,  and  to  bring,  his  influence  m  that 
manner  to  bear  upon  them. 

4761.  He  was  asked,  then,  by  some  authority  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
to  go  to  the  Indians,  and  in  his  character  of  missionary  to  try  and  persuade 
them  not  to  wear  furs.'^ — Whether  in  his  character  of  missionary  or  not,  I 
cannot  say,  but  in  his  character  as  a  person  having  influence  over  them. 

4762.  Will  you  state  certain  particulars,  and  give  cases  to  the  Committee  in 
which  this  sort  of  what  you  call  persecution  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  took  place  ? — It  was  so  general  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  it 
at  this  time  of  day. 

4763.  Is  a  thing  so  general  that  it  is  impossible  to  state  any  particular? — 
I  think  so  ;  when  it  is  so  general  that  is  where  the  impossibility  lies  ;  if  it  was 
an  individual  or  solitary  case,  I  could  at  once  light  upon  the  party ;  but  I  know 
that  in  1845  and  1844,  at  the  time  that  this  trading  was  carried  on  to  such  an 
extent,  the  Indians  and  the  settlers,  or  those  parties  who  traded  in  furs, 
received  immense  annoyance  in  that  way  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Compan/  in 
their  refusing  to  sell  them  goods  and  to  give  them  certain  supplies. 

4764.  Mr.  Christy.^    Was  that  a  time  of  peculiar  excitement  ? — Yes. 

4765.  Will  you  endeavour  to  describe  that  to  the  Committee.  Instead  of 
merely  answering  the  question,  unless  you  endeavour  to  describe  to  the  Com- 
mittee what  you  mean  to  represent,  it  involves  a  number  of  questions  being 
put  which  perhaps  might  be  unnecessary  if  you  would  enter  into  a  more 
general  description  upon  that  which  you  wish  to  state  ?— In  1844  and  1845, 
and  for  two  years,  there  was  quite  a  ferment  in  the  settlement,  owing,  in 
a  measure  to  this  trading  in  furs  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  other  disadvantages 
under  which  they  laboured,  created  this  excitement.  There  were  prohibitory 
duties  placed  upon  goods  coming  into  the  settlement ;  upon  manufactured  goods 
entering  the  country. 

4766.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  Will  you  state  of  what  those  prohibitory  duties 
consisted,  and  how  they  were  put  on  ? — I  shall  refer  to  them  again  if  you  will 
allow  me.    I  have  the  original  documents  on  the  subject  in  my  possession.    They 

were 
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were  prohibited  from  trafficking  or  importing  goods  from  the  United  States  Mr,^ 

except  once  a  year,  and  that  only  to  the  amount  of  50  /.  sterhng.  There  was  a  •'•  M'Lavghhr.. 
complete  discouragement  thrown  in  the  way  of  an  export  trade  with  England 
in  tallow  and  hides  and  tongues ;  there  was  an  issue  of  land  deeds  of  the  most  *^  "^""^  '^5'- 
peculiar  and  ridiculous  nature,  and  of  such  a  character  as  no  British  subject 
could  possibly  submit  to.  In  fact  there  was  a  licence  of  a  very  severe  nature, 
and  no  person  could  trade  at  all  except  under  this  licence.  With  regard  to 
these  land  deeds,  one  peculiarity  in  them  was — I  might  mention,  that  the  parties 
had  received  this  land,  and  purchased  it  some  20  years  previous  to  this  from 
another  proprietor  entirely,  and  they  were  called  upon  then  to  sign  away  their 
powers — one  provision  of  the  deed  was,  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
should  grant  them  permission  before  they  could  sell  their  land  to  any  other 
party.  They  could  not  even  trade  in  furs  in  any  other  part  of  North  America, 
and  there  were  some  other  things  like  that.  Then  again  there  was  a  total  pro- 
hibition of  the  fur  trade,  the  only  natural  production  of  the  country  in  its  pre- 
sent wild  state,  with  a  great  many  other  things  that  they  had  to  complain  of. 
These  proclamations  perhaps  were  contingent  upon  the  fur  trade,  but  at  the 
same  time  they  kept  the  settlement  in  a  state  of  ferment. 

4767.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  You  have  mentioned  three  separate  facts,  and  I  want 
you,  if  you  can,  to  supply  to  the  Committee  evidence  of  those  facts.  First,  you 
say  there  was  a  prohibition  to  trade? — Yes. 

4768.  Have  you  any  documents  in  proof  of  that  ? — I  have.  I  think,  if  I  am 
hot  mistaken,  some  of  those  proclamations  were  put  in  before ;  there  is  one 
here. 

4769.  What  is  that  document  r — This  document  is  with  regard  to  sending  ^ 
letters  open  to  the  Fort  actually  for  the  perusal  of  the  Company. 

4770.  What  is  the  character  of  the  document  itself? — It  is  a  proclamation 
which  has  been  issued  by  Alexander  Christie,  Governor  of  Assiniboia. 

477 1 .  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  let  me  look  at  it  ?  {The  same  was  handed 
to  the  Honourable  Member.)  I  see  this  is  a  copy.  Where  is  the  original? — 
I  think  I  can  show  you  the  original  {handing  the  same  to  the  Honourable 
Member). 

4772.  This  is  No.  4,  "Winter  Express. — All  letters  which  are  intended  to  be 
sent  by  this  conveyance  must  be  left  at  this  office  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
January  ;  every  letter  nmst  have  the  writer's  name  written  by  himself  in  the  left 
hand  corner  below,  and  if  the  writer  is  not  one  of  those  who  have  lodged  a 
declaration  against  trafficking  in  furs,  his  letter  must  be  brought  open,  its  in- 
closures,  if  any,  being  open  also,  to  this  office,  and  here  closed.  Alexander 
Christie,  Governor  of  Assiniboia,  Upper  Fort  Garry,  20th  December  1844." 
That  is  an  original  document?— It  is  an  original  document ;  this  is  also  a  letter 
bearing  upon  it. 

'1 7 73-  Viscount  Goderich.]  Do  you  know  that  that  is  Mr.  Christie's  signature  ? 
— Perfectly.    - 

4774.  Of  your  own  knowledge  ? — Of  my  own  knowledge. 

4775.  Mr.  Grogan.]  It  was  publicly  proclaimed  to  the  settlement? — Yes,  I 
took  it  down  myself  to  make  certain  of  it,  which  I  did  with  all  the  other 
proclamations. 

4776.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Does  this  letter  apply  to  that  r — It  applies  to  that. 

4777.  Chairman.]  From  whom  is  that  letter? — From  one  of  the  Company's 
clerks  on  the  subject. 

4778.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  It  is  signed  by  "  R.  Lane,"  and  addressed  to  "Andrew 
M'Dernaot."  "My  dear  Sir, — As  by  the  new  regulations  regarding  the  posting 
of  letters,  it  would  be  necessary  that  Mr.  M'Laughlin  should  send  up  his  letters 
open  for  my  perusal,  a  thing  which  cannot  be  agreeable  to  him,  will  you  have 
the  goodness  to  tell  him  that  in  his  case  I  shall  consider  it  quite  sufficient  his 
sealing  the  letters  in  my  presence  without  any  perusal  on  my  part,  and  for  that 
purpose  I  shall  call  in  at  your  house  to-morrow  evening.  Believe  me,  yours 
very  sincerely,  R.  Lane  "  ? — Yes. 

4779.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  settlers  at  the  Red  River, 
besides  yourself,  took  exception  to  that  proclamation  and  refused  to  submit  to 
it  ? — Yes,  it  was  general  from  one  end  of  the  settlement  to  the  other. 

4780.  Was  the  regulation  endeavoured  to  be  enforced  by  the  government,  so 
far  as  refusing  to  take  the  letters  unless  they  complied  with  the  proclamation  ? 
—Mr.  Sinclair's  letters  were  refused. 
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Mr.  4781.  Mr.  Edward EUice.]  Who  was  Mr.  Sinclair? — He  was  a  settler. 

J.  M'LmghMn.  ^^g,^  yr^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^f  ^j^^gg  ^^^  trafficked  in  furs  ?— Yes,  he  trafficked  in  furs 
the  same  as  the  other  settlers. 

11  June  18157.  4783.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Was  Mr.  Sinclair  the  gentleman  concerned  in  a  specu- 
lation in  tallow  which  the  Company  refused  to  take  to  England?— The  same 
gentleman. 

4784.  Mr.  Moebuck.]  I  see  Proclamation  No.  2  in  the  paper  which  you  have 
handed  to  nie,  by  the  governor  of  the  Red  River  Colony ;  I  suppose  this  is  a 
copy  also  ? — That  is  a  copy. 

4785.  Have  you  the  original  of  it  ? — I  think  so. 

4786.  This  is  the  proclamation  :  "Whereas,  under  the  fundamental  laws  of 
Rupert's  Land,  it  is  notoriously  illegal  to  traffic  with  other  countries,  or  in 
imported  commodities,  unless  under  the  protection  of  the  written  licence  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  and  whereas,  under  the  general  law  of  England,  an 
illegal  transaction  cannot  be  aided  by  a  court  of  justice,  whether  to  make  the 
debtor  pay  what  he  owes,  or  the  agent  account  for  what  he  has  received, 
I  hereby  give  notice,  that  in  order  to  guard  the  fair  and  honest  dealer  against 
otherwise  unavoidable  embarrassment  and  loss,  I  shall  forward  to  every  maritime 
importer  who  has  lodged  a  declaration  against  trafficking  in  furs  a  licence  to 
the  following  effect :  'On  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  hereby 
license  to  trade,  and  also  ratify  his  having  traded  in  English  goods 
within  the  limits  of  Ked  River  Settlement,  this  ratification  and  this  licence  to 
be  null  and  void  from  the  beginning  in  the  event  of  his  hereafter  trafficking 
in  furs,  or  generally  of  his  usurping  any  one  whatever  of  all  the  privileges  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.'  Given  at  Fort  Garry  this  7th  December  1844  ; " 
but  there  is  no  signature  ? — No. 

4787.  Have  you  the  original? — I  have  (handing  the  same  to  the  Honourable 
Member) . 

47.*^8.  Mr.  Edward  EUice.]  The  date  of  that  is  1844  ;  you  remained  in  the 
country  for  some  years  after  tliat ;  did  not  you  ?—  I  did. 

4789.  Are  you  aware  whether  those  proclamations  were  disallowed  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  London? — I  am  not  aware  of  that ;  I  think  there 
is  quite  a  difference  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  London,  and  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  Hudson's  Bay. 

4700.  Were  those  proclamations  put  in  force  after  the  first  year  ? — They  were, 

4791.  For  how  long  were  they  put  in  force? — Until  1848,  I  think,  or  some 
time  hke  that.  This  petition,  some  years  afterwards  to  the  Council,  was 
sent  on  the  very  same  subject,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  read  it :  "  We,  the 
undersigned  American  importers,  most  respectfully  lay  before  the  Governor 
and  Council  of  Assiniboia  certain  claims  for  drawback  upon  imports  from 
the  United  Stales,  paid  the  Collector  of  Customs  under  protest "  (that  shows 
they  were  paid),  "  which  we  hope  your  honourable  body  will  order  to  be 
refunded,  as  at  the  time  of  importing  these  goods  your  humble  petitioners 
were  not  aware  of  any  revenue  law  being  in  force  other  than  the  one  known  as 
the  4  %  law,  and  applicable  to  imports  either  way;  that  as  ignoraulia  facti 
excusat,  and  a  sufficient  publicity  not  having  been  given,  your  petitioners  do 
not  consider  themselves  liable  to  this  extra  impost,  and  would  with  submission 
urge  their  reasons  for  so  beheving  :  1st.  That  this  duty,  founded  on  the  Cana- 
dian tariff,  was  never  promulgated,  and  was  framed  for  peculiar  purposes, 
15th  June  1845,  to  suit  the  exigencies  of  that  period;  2nd.  That  it  remained 
a  dead  letter  for  two  years,  and  as  no  action  had  been  taken  on  it  during  that 
time  it  should  be  now  considered  as  null ;  3d.  That  several  of  your  petitioners 
had  sent  for  goods  before  aware  of  its  existence,  and  have  sustained  losses  in 
consequence  ;  that  many  of  them  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  duties  payable  upon 
the  different  descriptions  of  merchandise,  so  that  as  likely  as  not  the  articles 
imported  might  be  under  prohibition,  or  such  as  would  entail  positive  loss  to 
the  importer  ;  4th.  That  these  goods  were  brought  at  a  time  when  the  settle- 
ment stood  greatly  in  need  of  them  ;  5th.  That  a  colony  situated  as  this  is, 
isolated  from  the  world,  and  possessing  no  export  advantages,  should  not  be 
taxed  the  same  as  Canada  ;  for  whilst  we  admit  that  there  should  be  a  protec- 
tion extended  to  British  manufacture  here,  as  well  as  in  other  English 
colonies,  still  the  tarift  should  always  be  regulated  to  suit  the  condition  of 
the  country,  for  what  may  be  admitted  free  in  one  country  might  be  lieavily 
assessed  in  another,  and  both  under  the  same  government.     Your  petitioners 

respectfully 
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respectfully  consider  that  a  trade  carved  out  by  themselves,  and  attended  with  Mr. 

so  much  risk  and  labour,  should  rather  be  fostered  and  encouraged  than  have     ^-  M'LanghUn. 

restrictions  thrown  in  its  way  ;  they  would  therefore  beg  of  you  to  rescind  the       

7th  resolution  passed  15th  January   1847,  except  in  so  far  as  relates  to  the       iiJuDei857. 

ejcportation  of  cattle,  as  the  wants  of  Her  Majesty's  troops  stationed  here  could 

in  no  way  so  improve  the  condition  of  the  American  importers  as  to  justify  its 

adoption,  as  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  most  of  our  exports  to  the  United  States 

Gonsist  in  leather,  mocassins,  buffalo  tongues,  and  Indian  curiosities,  articles 

which  meet  with  no  demand  from  the  military,  and  aiford  employment  to  many 

families  in  the  settlement.     Your  petitioners  would  earnestly  urge  upon  the 

consideration  of  your  honourable  body,  the  necessity  of  assimilating  the  duties 

imposed  upon  American  imports  to  the  English  tariff,  or  at  least  in  so  far 

re-modelling  the  same  that  they  will  not  amount,  as  at  present,  almost  to  a 

prohibition,  and  respectfully  suggest  that  five  per  cent,  or  six  be  the  maximum 

rate  on  all  foreign  imports,  without  any  differential  duty,  except  on  such  articles 

as  may  interfere  with  the  existing  laws  of  the  United  States  or  England,  or  your 

honourable  body  may  deem  injurious  to  the  welfare  of  the  settlement." 

4792.  Mr.  Gregson.]  What  is  the  date  of  that  petition  ? — It  was  some  time 
in  1848  that  it  was  sent. 

4793.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Were  those  proclamations  in  force  when  you 
came  away  from  the  colony  ? — No. 

4794.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Was  there  any  official  answer  returned  to  that  petition 
which  you  have  just  read?— -A  petition  was  presented  through  Mr.  Thom  for 
remission  of  duties,  which  he  never  replied  to. 

A195-  Is  that  the  one  which  you  have  just  referred  to  ? — Yes. 

4796.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  I  have  read  to  you  the  Proclamation,  No.  2.  I  find 
appended  to  it  a  copy  of  Minutes  of  Council  ?—  Yes.  ^ 

4797.  I  find  that  the  date  of  those  Minutes  of  Council  was  the  3d  April 
1845.  Are  these  Minutes  of  Council  subsequent  to  the  Proclamation  No.  2, 
which  I  have  read  ? — I  have  not  read  those  at  all  for  years,  and  perhaps  you 
wiU  permit  me  to  do  so. 

4798.  The  proclamation  is,  "  Given  at  Fort  Garry  this  7th  December  1844," 
and  the  other  document  is  in  1845  r — The  excitement  was  going  on  until  the 
troops  arrived. 

4799.  There  were  present  at  this  council,  "  Alexander  Christie,  Adam  Thom, 
the  Right  reverend  the  Bishop  of  Juliopolis,  the  Reverend  William  Cockran, 
James  Bird,  John  Pritchard,  Alexander  Ross,  Robert  Logan,  George  M.  Carey, 
the  Reverend  John  M'Callum,  Andrew  M'Dermot,  Cuthbert  Grant,  John  Bunn, 
and  John  P.  Pruden  ? " — Yes.  • 

4800.  Who  were  those  latter  persons  in  that  council ;  were  they  settlers  r — 
They  were  all  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  1  think  every  one 
of  them.  Will  you  allow  me  to  look  over  the  names  ;  it  is  some  years  since  I 
have  read  them?  {The  document  was  handed  to  the  IVitness.)  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Cockran  and  the  Right  rev.  the  Bishop  of  Juliopolis  were  both  pensioners  of 
the  Company;  George  M.  Carey  was  also  connected  with  the  Company,  receiving 
a  certain  sum.  They  were  every  one  in  some  way  or  other  connected  with  the 
Company. 

4801.  Then  in  your  opinion  that  council  did  not  fairly  represent  the  colonists 
of  the  Red  River  ? — Not  at  all  ;  it  represented  the  Company. 

4802.  They  were  in  fact  the  representatives  of  the -Company  of  Hudson's 
Bay  ?— Yes. 

4S03.  "  The  President  having  stated  that  he  had  called  the  present  meeting 
in  consequence  of  Mr.  Bird,  the  collector,  having  on  Monday  last  informed 
him  that  certain  importers  of  American  goods  had  refused  to  pay  the  duty  on 
their  imports,  requesting  at  the  same  time  the  president's  instructions  as  to  the 
steps  that  should  be  taken  for  enforcing  payment  of  the  same,  the  council 
declined  sharing  with  the  collector  any  part  of  the  responsibility.  The  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  proposed  by  Mr.  Thom  and  seconded  by  Dr.  Bunn, 
were  then  unanimously  passed."  I  find  a  note  ;  is  this  in  your  handwriting  ? — 
It  is  not  in  my  handwridng. 

4804.  There  is  a  note  upon  the  name  of  Mr.  Thom,  and  as  that  note  con- 
tains a  very  important  statement,  I  wish  you  to  look  at  it  and  tell  me  in  whose 
handwriting  it  is  ? — That  is  Peter  Garrick's  writing  in  the  settlement,  if  I  am 
not  mistaken  in  the  writing. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  L  L  2  4805.  Does 
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Mr.  480,5.  Does  that  statement  agree  with  your  experience? — I  could  not  pos- 

J.  M'Laughlin.      ^Jbiy  g^y, 

~^        ~  4806.  Of  3'our  own  personal  experience,  can  you  say  that  that  is  true? — 

11  .  une  1  57.     J  should  say  not ;  I  think  it  is  only  a  suggestion,  more  than  anything  else. 

4807.  These  are  the  resolutions: — "Whereas  all  matters  of  general  interest 
ought  to  be  tried  and  adjudged  before  the  General  Court:  It  is  resolved,  1st. 
That  all  questions  of  revenue  or  prohibition,  or  licence,  however  inconsiderable 
may  be  the  amount  of  the  claim,  shall  be  determined  by  the  governor  and 
council,  and  a  jury  ;  whereas,  in  the  absence  of  written  agreements  the  best 
evidence  is  commonly  to  be  found  in  the  breasts  of  the  parties  themselves  ; 
Resolved,  2d.  That  in  all  cases  comhig  before  the  General  Court,  the  plaintiff 
may  summon  the  defendant,  or  the  defendant  may  summon  the  plaintiff  as  a 
witness  ;  and  it  is  Resolved,  3d.  That  Adam  Thom,  John  Bunn,  and  Alexander 
Ross,  Esqrs.,  shall  be  a  commission  for  examining  such  parties  according  to 
the  English  principles  of  equity  ;  and  it  is  Resolved,  4th.  That  the  results  of 
such  examination  shall  go  as  evidence  to  the  jury,  either  with  or  without 
evidence  ;  it  is  Resolved,  5th.  That  this  council  do  now  adjourn."  Does  that 
mode  of  administering  law  agree  with  your  experience  of  what  occured  while 
you  were  there  ? — That  was  the  common  mode  afterwards. 

4808.  After  those  resolutions  were  passed  ? — Yes.  With  regard  to  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  I  know  one  case  (I  do  not  Ui<e  to  be  personal)  where  the 
recorder  of  the  court,  in  a  case  of  his  own,  was  summoned,  and  he  denied  the 
competency  of  the  court  to  try  him.  1  know  a  similar  case  where  the  governor 
was  concerned,  and  he  denied  the  competency  of  the  country  to  try  him  ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  he  was  beyond  all  legal  influence. 

4809.  You  have  used  the  words  "  try  him ;"  was  it  a  cause  that  was  to  be 
tiled,  or  was  it  the  governor? — A.  cause,  I  suppose. 

,  4810.  Did  he  deny  the  competency  of  the  country  to  try  a  cause  between 
him  and  a  private  individual  ? — That  was  what  it  was  ;  it  was  a  matter  which 
was  brought  before  him. 

4811.  Chairman.']  Was  it  a  civil  or  a  criminal  cause? — It  was  a  civil 
matter. 

48 1 2.  Mr.  Grog  an.]  There  was  a  dispute  between  the  governor  and  some  of 
the  settlers,  and  on  the  settlers  seeking  justice,  the  governor  said  that  he 
thought  that  the  authorities  on  the  spot  were  not  competent  to  decide  it ;  is 
that  the  substance  of  your  evidence? — It  was  a  mercantile  dispute. 

4813.  And  the  governor  said  that  the  authorities  on  the  spot  were  not  com- 
pAent  to  entertain  and  decide  that  matter  ? — Yes. 

4814.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  What  was  the  nature  of  the  dispute? — It  was  a  matter 
with  regard  to  a  dispute  in  freight.  Certain  parties  in  the  country  had  agreed 
to  take  freight  from  York  Factory  to  the  Red  River  for  the  Company,  and,  by 
the  contract,  each  piece  of  goods  was  to  have  been^90  lbs.  avoiifdupois  weight ; 
it  appears  that  the  Company  had  been  in  the  habit  of  making  up  pieces  in 
England ;  1  do  not  say  that  they  were  aware  of  the  circumstance  themselves ; 
but,  however,  there  was  an  increase  of  some  10  or  15  lbs.,  and  in  some  cases 
more,  to  each  piece,  for  which  they  were  paying  only  at  the  rate  of  90  lbs.,  for 
which  the  contract  was  made.  It  was?  about  this  dispute  in  claiming  for  the 
over-freight  that  the  action  was  brought,  or  attempted  to  be  brought  against 
the  governor. 

4815.  And  upon  that  matter  of  civil  contract  the  governor  said  that  he 
being  the  party  contracting  was  wholly  beyond  the  limits  of  the  law,  and  that 
no  law  could  interfere  between  him  and  anything  that  he  did? — Yes.  If  I 
could  run  through  my  papers,  I  have  a  letter  here,  I  am  sure,  with  the  substance 
of  that  in  it. 

48 1  p.  I  suppose  the  result  of  that  transaction  was,  that  the  parties  got  no 
justice  ? — They  got  no  justice  in  any  way  ;  it  had  to  be  referred  to  this 
country. 

481 7.  In  what  way  ? — It  was  referred  to  Canada  first  of  ail ;  I  was  the  party 
that  brought  it  forward.  I  went  to  Montreal ;  I  offered  to  lay  it  before  the 
Board  of  Trade  in  Montreal — that  is  to  say,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce— and 
they  refused  to  submit  it  to  that  mode. 

4818.  Who  refused  ?— The  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Then  I  brought  it  to 
London,  and  offered  to  lay  it  before  the  Board  of  Trade  here.     The  Hudson's 

Bay 
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Bay  Company  refused  thatj  but  they  offered  to  leave  it  to  arbitration  in  a  certain  Mr. 

way,  provided  they  were  all  legal  referees  or  legal  parties  to  it.  •'•  M'Lmglihn. 

4819.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  And  it  was  settled? — It  was  ultitnately  settled      n  June  1857. 
after  putting  me  to  a  little  inconveniende. 

4820.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  How  was  it  settled  ?— By  paying  a  certa,in  sum. 

4821.  Did  the  Company  pay  a  certain  sum  ? — They  paid  a  certain  sum  to 
Messrs.  M'Dermot  and  Sinclair. 

4822.  So  that  the  result  was  that  the  Company  turned  out  to  be  wrong  f— 
The  very  payment  might  establish  it  to  be  so  ;  but  they  must  have  been  wrong 
decidedly, 

4823.  Then  they  gave  tlie  parties  the  trouble  of  bringing  that  matter  from 
Hudson's  Bay  to  l;'.ngland  ?— Yes ;  and  at  the  same  time  they  brought  a  charge 
against  me  on  that  very  subject — for  writing  rather  indiscreetly — and  they 
entered  a  criminal  action  against  me,  and  imprisoned  me. 

4824.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  That  was  for  libel,  was  it  not  ? — Yes. 

4825.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Where  ? — In  the  Criminal  Court  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
which  was  dismissed  of  course. 

4826.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Was  it  not  for  an  attempt  to  extort  money  ?  —That 
was  the  charge  ;  and  it  is  the  usual  mode  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
bring  forward  such  charges.  It  is  very  easy  to  bring  forward  a  charge,  but  it 
is  not  so  easy  to  substantiate  it. 

.  .  4827.  The  charge  was  an  attempt  to  extort  money  by  threatening  to  publish 
a  libel,  was  it  not  ? — ^Yes,  that  was  the  charge  which  was  made.  The  charge  of 
course  was  dismissed  in  the  Old  Bailey. 

4828.  Mr.  Roebuck^  In  what  way  was  the  charge  brought  before  the  Old 
Bailey  ? — By  a  judge's  warrant  which  was  issued. 

4829.  A  judges  warrant  issued  against  you  ? — Yes ;  four  or  five  years  after 
the  occurrence. 

4830.  Was  there  any  indictment  laid  before  the  grand  jury  ?-r- Yes,  I  should 
say  so. 

483 1 .  Was  that  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  r — I  do  not  understand 
the  mode  which  was  taljen  at  all  in  the  matter,  further  than  that  I  was  arrested 
and  the  matter  was  tried  here. 

4832.  You  were  arrested;  were  you  brought  into  court? — I  was. 

4833.  Were  you  brought  before  a  jury  ? — I  was  brought  forward  t'tiere.  I 
do  not  understand  much  about  law. 

4834.  Was  there  a  jury  sworn  to  try  your  case  ?---I  do  not  know  really ; 
the  thing  was  dismissed,  I  know.  The  fact  was,  that  it  went  off  so  lightly  that 
I  did  not  understand  the  process. 

4835.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Do  you  know  what  court  it  was? — The  Old  Bailey. 

4836.  Did  you  employ  counsel  to  defend  you  on  that  occasion  ?— I  did. 

4837.  W'hom  ? — Mr.  Parry. 

4838.  Did  the  judge  charge  the  jury  with  regard  to  your  case,  and  did  the 
jury  acquit  you  ? — The  judge  acquitted  me. 

4839.  Did  you  know  whether  there  was  a  jury  or  not?— No,  I  cannot  say 

really. 

4840.  Was  it  in  court  that  you  were  brought,  or  befqije  the  judge  himself 
in  chambers  ? — The  court. 

4841 .  And  the  charge  was  stated  that  you  had  published  this  libel  with  intent 
to  extort  money  ? — Yes. 

4842.  And  your  counsel  endeavoured  to  defend  you  ? — Yes. 

4843.  And  on  the  statement  on  both  sides  being  heard  by  the  judge  he  dis- 
missed you  ?— Yes. 

4844.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Was  there  any  evidence  given  ?— No  evidence. 

4845.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice^  Did  the  indictment  go  off  upon  the  ground  that 
the  statute  did  not  apply  to  a  corporation  ? — Yes,  I  think  so  ;  it  is  the  usual 
mode  of  doing  it ;  it  is  only  very  lately  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have 
brought  a  charge  against  a  clergyman  for  trading  a  buflfelo  robe,  or  at  least 
mentioned  they  would  do  so. 

4846.  Mr.  Grogan.]  On  your  dismissal  from  the  court,  so  ended  the  whole 
of  that  transaction  ? — Yes. 

4847.  Did  yoii.in  justification  of  yourself,  take  any  step  against  the  Company 
0.24— Sess.  2.  L  L  3  afterwards 


270  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Mr.  afterwards  on  the  ground  of  false  imprisonment,  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — 

J.  M'Laughlin,     I  would  have  done  so,  but  nay  father  prevented  me. 

484S.  Was  it  your  intention  to  have  done  so  except  for  the  interference  of 
3 1  June  1857.      your  father  ? — Yes,  I  had  taken  the  preliminary  steps. 

4'S4g.  You  had  commenced  an  action? — I  had  commenced  an  action,  and  had 
served  a  notice  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
48.50.  Did  you  do  that  under  advice  ?— Under  advice. 

4851.  A'ir.  Edaard  Ellice.]  Did  you  take  out  a  writr — I  was  prevented;  I 
merely  took  the  preliminary  steps ;  my  father  prevented  me  from  proceeding 
any  further. 

4852.  What  were  those  preliminary  steps? — Serving  a  notice  upon  the 
Company  through  my  solicitor. 

4853.  Mr.  Grogan.']  Can  you  gi^'e  us  the  date  when  the  application  was 
made  to  the  Gdvernor  by  these  contractors  for  payment  of  the  over-freight  which 
they  carried  ?  —I  might  mention  that,  after  this  very  occurrence,  I  was  actually 
in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  employment;  some  years  afterwards  I  was 
employed  by  them  to  go  to  the  United  States,  and  they  gave  me  a  passage 
home  through  the  Hudson's  Straits  in  their  vessel,  and  even  informed  me  when 
I  was  in  Liverpool  that  they  were  going  to  serve  me  with  a  Bench  warrant, 
just  to  give  me  an  opportunity  to  leave  the  country  ;  if  they  wanted  to  arrest 
me  they  could  easily  have  done  it ;  I  just  consider  it  necessary  for  me  to  make 
this  statement  as  it  has  gone  forward. 

48,54.  Can  you  mention  the  date  at  which  the  application  for  the  payment  of 
the  over-freight  was  made  to  the  Governor  ? — You  mean  in  the  settlement 
there  ;  not  here  ? 

48.5.5.  Yes.— The  22d  day  of  July  1845. 

4856.  How  shortly  after  that  was  it  that  the  Governor  declared  himself  as 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  law  ;  was  it  the  same  year  ? — I  think  in  August 
or  in  July. 

4857.  In  the  same  year? — In  the  same  month. 

4858.  Then  you  went  to  Canada  about  this,  and  finally  you  came  to  England  ? 
— Yes. 

48.59.  When  you  were  in  England  the  Company  paid  this  over-freight  r — 
No,  it  was  afterwards  ;  when  I  was  in  England  I  made  the  demand  perhaps 
rather  indiscreetly.  I  am  rather  wild  sometimes  in  my  epistolary  corres- 
pondence. 

4860.  You  made  a  second  demand  in  England  ? — -I  made  a  demand  in 
England. 

4861.  Where  and  when  was  the  amount  so  demanded  paid? — It  was  paid 
afterwards  to  Mr.  M'Dermot  and  Mr.  Sinclair,  in  Red  River. 

4862.  Do  you  know  where  it  was  paid  1 — No  ;  I  should  think  it  was  in  1850 
that  it  was  paid. 

4863.  Are  we  to  understand  you  that  between  the  period  of  demanding 
payment  for  the  over-fieight  and  the  payment  of  the  debt  itself,  five  years,  or 
thereabouts,  elapsed? — Yes,  it  was  four  or  five  years  before  they  made  any 
acknowledgment  or  return,  or  paid  this  freight. 

4864.  Then  this  prosecution  of  yourself,  to  which  you  have  called  our  atten- 
tion, arose  out  of  the  letter  addressed  by  you  to  the  Company  in  this  country 
on  that  subject  ? — Yes. 

486.5.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Do  you  know  what  the  sum  demanded  was;  was  it 
353  /.  ?— I  think  so  ;   300  /.  or  400  Z. 

4866.  How  much  was  paid  eventually? — I  really  cannot  say;  but  I  think  it 
was  100  /.  each  that  they  paid  them  ;  they  were  glad  to  get  anything. 

4867.  So  that,  eventually,  after  five  years'  waiting,  the  parties  received  100  I.  ? 
— So  I  understood. 

4868.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Is  that  Mr.  M'Dermot's  writing  {handing  a  paper 
to  the  Witness).  Is  that  Mr.  M'Dermot's  signature  ?— This  is  his  signature, 
certainly. 

4869.  That  is  a  receipt  for  the  money;  in  vrhat  year? — In  1846  ;  but  wiU 
you  allow  me  just  to  look  through  some  of  these  documents  ;  I  may  be  a  little 
hasty  in  dates.  There  is  such  a  confusion,  and  so  long  a  time  has  elapsed,  that 
I  have  not  looked  over  these  things,  and  I  may  be  hasty.  It  is  impossible  that 
the  money  could  have  been  paid  in  1846,  because  it  was  in  1849  that  I  was 
arrested. 

4870.  Mr. 
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4870.  Mr.  Grogan.]  And  you  were  arrested  previously  to  the  payment  r —  Mr. 

I  can  show  you  a  power  of  attorney  from  Mr.  M'Dermot  during  that  date,     J-  M'Laughlm. 

which  will  settle  the  whole  matter.  

487  K  Mr.  Roebuck.']  This  is  a  receipt  given  by  Andrew  M'Dermot  in  full  of      n  -'une  1857. 

all  demands :  "  Received  from  the  Honourable  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the 

sum  of  1 00  I.  sterling  in  full  of  all  claims  and  demands  whatsoever,  in  reference 

^  to  all  transactions  between  myself  and  the  said  Company,  or  its  representativeSj 

'which  have  taken  place  up  to  this  date?"  and  the  date  is  the  25th  of  July 

1846  ? — That  might  have  reference  to  some  other  proceeding. 

4872.  When  did  this  transaction  take  place  about  which  you  say  these  dis- 
putes occurred?  — I  shall  have  to  go  over  the  whole  affair,  as  it  is  brought 
forward.  In  1846  I  was  in  communication  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
in  January  and  February,  and  perhaps  March,  on  this  very  subject.  Then  I 
returned  to  Hudson's  Bay  after  that,  and  when  I  was  there  it  was  not  settled, 
nor  did  I  understand  that  it  was  settled. 

4873.  This  is  a  receipt  given  in  July  1846,  in  full  of  all  demands  ? — Yes. 

4874.  Your  transactions,  you  say,  with  the  Hudson's  Buy  Company,  took 
.place  in  the  spi'ing  of  that  year,  in  January  and  February  r — Yes. 

4875.  Therefore  is  not  that  a  receipt  in  full  of  all  those  demands  ? — I  do  not 
know  whether  it  refers  to  that  exactly  or  not ;  I  could  not  possibly  say,  because 
I  had  not  arrived  back  again  in  the  settlement  in  the  July  of  that  year.  I  did 
not  arrive  back  aiiain  in  the  settlement  until  September,  I  think. 

4876.  When  was  the  demand  made  in  Ekigland? — In  January. 

4877.  Of  1846?— In  1846. 

4878.  Then  this  is  a  receipt  in  full  in  July  ? — It  might  have  been  got  behind 
my  back  ;  I  only  understood  this  much,  that  it  was  settled, 

4879.  It  was  settled  in  that  year? — It  might  be ;  I  cannot  say.  It  might 
refer  to  that ;  but  it  does  not  state  the  freight  account  there. 

4880.  So  that  your  former  statement  that  five  years  elapsed  between  the 
settlement  and  the  claim  is  inaccurate  ? — It  might  be,  I  admit ;  but  I  cannot 
possibly  say  whether  it  refers  to  that  or  not ;  I  am  only  aware  that  afterwards 
I  received  a  letter  stating  that  it  was  settled  for  100  /.  each. 

4881.  Have  you  that  letter  with  you? — No;  it  is  a  private  letter  from  my 
imcle  stating  it.  I  have  a  power  of  attorney  here  from  Mr.  M'Dermot,  to 
collect  this  very  freight. 

4882.  You  have  stated  that  there  were  land  deeds  issued  of  a  very  peculiar 
character  f — Yes. 

4883.  Have  you  any  l»nd  deed  with  you? — I  had  a  land  deed,  and  I  do  not 
know  what  has  become  of  it.  I  came  off  very  hurriedly,  and  just  scrambled 
up  all  the  papers  that  I  could  lay  my  hands  upon  ;  I  had  only  a  few  hours' 
notice. 

4884.  You  cannot  find  that  land  deed  ? — No. 

4885.  Can  you  from  memory  state  what  the  purport  of  that  land  deed  was? 
— Yes  ;  I  can  state  distinctly  that  one  portion  of  it  was  that  they  could  not 
sell  their  property  without  first  of  all  receiving  permission  from  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  Another  portion  of  it  was,  that  they  could  not  trade  in  furs  or 
leather  in  any  part  of  North  America. 

4886.  You  say  that  one  part  of  it  was  that  they  could  not  sell  their  property 
without  the  permission  of  the  Company ;  was  that  their  produce  ;  did  it  include 
wheat  or  corn  which  they  produced  upon  the  land  ? — No,  their  land  ;  the  fee- 
simple  of  it,  1  suppose. 

-  48H7.  Was  that  the  universal  form  adopted  when  land  was  conceded  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company?— It  was  latterly  that ■  this  land  deed  was  brought 
forward ;  it  was  during  the  time  of  these  troubles. 

4888.  You  also  stated  that  there  were  certain  licences  to  trade? — Yes. 

4889.  Have  you  any  copy  of  those  ? — Yes.  I  have  really  given  this  subject 
very  little  attention  for  such  a  number  of  years  (it  is  now  eight  years  since 
I  was  there),  that  I  may  be  confused  with  regard  to  dates  ;  I  really  cannot  lay 
my  hand  on  it,  but  I  have  it  somewhere. 

4S90.  Do  you  know  the  date  to  which  the  licences  refer  ? — 1  cannot  say, 
■peally  ;  it  must  have  been  about  1844  or  1845. 

4891.  In  the  paper  you  have  handed  to  me  there  is  a  copy  of  a  "  Licence  to 
freight  goods  from  York  Factory  ;  "  is  that  one  of  them  ? — It  must  be  one  of 
them, 
.     0.24— Sess.  2.  L  L  4  4892-  "I  hereby 
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Mr. 


4892.  "  I  hereby  license  ,  of  Red  River  Settlement,  to 
J.  McLaughlin,    carry  On  the  business  of  a  freighter  between   Red  River  Settlement  aforesaid 

and  York  Factory :  provided,  hovpever,  that  this  licence  shall  be  nail  and  void 

11  June  1857.      for  every  legal  purpose  from  this  date,  if  he  traffic  in  anything  vi^hatever 

beyond  the  Hmits  of  the  said  settlement,  excepting  in  so  far  as  he  may  do  so 
under  any  municipal  regulation,  or  if  he  traffic  in  furs  within  Rupert's  Land 
or  without,  or  if  he  become  or  continue  to  be  the  employer,  or  the  agent,  or  the 
partner  of  any  person  who  may  traffic  or  usurp,  or  may  have  trafficked  or 
usurped  as  aforesaid,  or  of  any  such  person's  debtor."  In  your  recollection  is 
that  a  true  copy  of  any  such  licence  ? — Yes,  that  is  the  freighter's  licence. 

4893.  "  Given  at  Fort  Garry,  this  29th  day  of  July  1845.  (Signed)  Alex- 
ander Christie  "  r  -  Yes. 

4894.  Does  your  experience  tell  you  that  you  have  seen  such  Ucences  as  this 
in  the  original? — Yes,  I  have. 

489.5.  I  find  also  a  proclamation  by  the  Governor  of  Red  River  Colony, 
dated  7th  December  1844,  to  the  following  effect ;  and  I  want  hereafter  to  ask 
you  whether  you  have  the  original  of  this  proclamation  : — "  Whereas  certain 
persons  are  known  to  be  trafficking  in  furs,  I  hereby  give  notic'e  that,  in  order 
to  preclude,  if  possible,  the  necessity  of  adopting  stronger  measures  for  the 
suppression  of  this  illicit  trade,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  ship  will  hence- 
forward not  receive  at  any  port  goods  addressed  to  any  person  whatever, 
unless  he  shall,  at  least  a  week  before  the  day  appointed  for  the  departure  of 
the  winter  express,  lodge  at  the  office  of  Upper  Fort  Garry  a  declaration  to  the 
following  effect :  '  I  hereby  declare  that  since  the  8th  day  of  December  instant 
I  have  neither  directly  or  indirectly  trafficked  in  furs  on  my  own  account,  nor 
given  goods  on  credit,  or  advanced  money  to  such  as  may  be  generally  sus- 
pected of  trafficking  in  furs  ;  moreover,  if  before  the  middle  of  August  next  I 
shall  appear  to  have  acted  contrary  to  any  part  of  this  declaration,  I  hereby 
agree  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  shall  be  entitled  either  to  detain  my 
imports  of  next  season  at  York  Factory  for  a  whole  year,  or  to  purchase  them 
at  the  original  cost  of  the  goods  alone.'  "  The  proclamation  goes  on  :  "I  feel 
confident  that  the  community  at  large  will  appreciate  my  motives  for  extending 
this  regulation  for  the  present  to  all  importers  without  distinction ;  and  in  order 
to  lessen  as  much  as  possible  the  trifling  inconvenience  of  making  the  necessary 
declarations,  the  accountant  has  prepared  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  for  the 
signatures  of  parties.     (Signed)  Alexander  Christie,  Governor."? — Yes. 

4896.  Can  you  state,  upon  your  own  knowledge,  that  that  is  a  true  copy  of 
the  proclamation  ? — Distinctly. 

4897.  Mr.  Grogari.]  Have  you  the  original  ? — I  have. 

4898.  Hav^  you  it  with  you?— No  ;  Mr.  Isbister,  I  think,  has  it,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken. 

4899.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  I  will  now  read  to  you  a  law,  said  to  have  been  passed  at 
Council,  on  the  19th  of  June  1845,  and  I  will  ask  you  after  that  whether  you 
can  state  positively,  from  your  own  i<nowledge,  that  this  is  a  correct  copy  of 
that  law :  "  If  any  one  shall  attempt  to  influence  the  testimony  of  such 
members  of  his  family  as  a  painful  necessity  may  compel  the  law  to  call  as 
witness  against  him,  he  shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  on  his  own  implied  confes- 
sion ;  provided,  however,  that  he  shall  still  be  liable  for  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  the  grave  misdemeanor  of  tampering  with  the  course  of  justice. 
The  Company  undertake  to  reduce  its  native  spirits  to  proof,  and  to  tinge 
them  with  a  peculiar  hue  not  easily  imitated.  The  Company  will  issue  gra- 
tuitDUs  licences  to  suitable  applicants,  permitting  and  obliging  them,  during  all 
lawful  days,  and  at  all  reasonable  hours,  to  retail  on  their  respective  premises  the 
Honourable  Company's  native  spirits,  in  duly  measured  quantities,  less  than 
half  a  gallon,  at  the  rate  of  8  ,s.  a  gallon,  for  ready  money  only.  The  Company 
undertakes  to  pay  1  J.  a  gallon  duty,  provided  all  other  claims  of  the  settlement 
for  duties,  penalties  and  the  like,  have  previously  either  been  paid  in  fact,  or 
satisfied  in  law."  Does  your  experience  tell  you  that  that  is  a  correct  copy  ? — 
This  is  perfectly  correct, 

4900.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  person  being  punished  for  endeavour- 
ing to  tamper  with  the  course  of  justice,  because  lie  endeavoured  to  influence 
the  evidence  of  his  family  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  any  case  to  that  effect. 

4901.  You  cannot  say  that  that  law  has  been  carried  into  effect  f — I  think 

not; 
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not;  I  cannot  say  that  it  has  ;  so  far  as  regards  tinging  the  liquor  with  a  Mr. 

peculiar  hue,  I  am  aware  that  it  has  not.  /•  M'LaughUn. 

«  4902.  I  will  read  also  from  a  proclamation  signed  by  "Alexander  Christie  :"        

"  Fmally,  in  taking  this  second  step  in  a  well  weighed  cause  of  negative  "^""eiSs;. 
coercion,  of  which  the  still  distant  close  will,  if  necessary,  usher  in  a  differe'nt 
syvstem  of  proceeding,  I  confidently  expect  the  cordial  sympathy  of  all  good 
citizens  in  aiming  at  the  suppression  of  the  illicit  trade  in  furs ;  a  trade  as 
prejudicial  to  the  solid  prosperity  of  the  settlement,  as  it  is  pernicious  to  the 
permanent  welfare  of  the  Indians"  ?— J  remember  that  distinctly. 

4903.  Here  is  a  document  which  requires  some  explanation :  perhaps  you 
can  give  it :  it  is  "  Extract  from  letter  of  instruction  received  by  Captain 
E.  V.  Sumner,  1st  Dragoons,  United  States  army,  dated  Head  Quarters,  Third 
Military  Department,  7  May  1845  ;"  are  these  instructions  to  the  United  States 
army  ?— It  was  from  Mr.  Kitson  that  that  was  received,  an  American  fur  trader 
on  the  Pembina. 

4904.  What  relation  has  this  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?— The  half- 
breeds  were  prevented  from  hunting  buflfalo  on  the  other  side  of  the  49th 
Parallel  by  receiving  that,  and  consequently  they  made  claims  upon  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  for  trafficking  in  furs,  to  make  up  for  this  loss  which  they  met 
with  on  being  prevented  from  hunting  buffalo. 

4905.  They  were  prevented  hunting  buffalo  by  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, and  in  consequence  of  that  they  made  certain  claims  upon  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company ;  do  1  understand  you  rightly  ? — Yes. 

4906.  Were  those  claims  acknowledged  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  r — 
Not  at  all.  ' 

4907.  Upon  what  ground  did  they  claim  any  right  to  make  a  demand  on 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  consequence  of  that  ? — One  portion  of  their 
support  was  taken  away  from  them  ;  and  at  the  same  time,  when  they  found 
that  they  would  get  nothing  from  the  Company,  they  even  made  a  claim  upon 
the  American  Government. 

4908.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Will  you  tell  me  whether  that  is  Mr.  M'Dermot's 
signature  and  handwriting  (handing  a  paper  to  the  Witness)  ? — It  is  so. 

4909.  Should  you  be  surprised  if  Mr.  M'Dermot  had  written  to  a  gentleman 
in  London,  dated  the  8th  of  August  1846,  before  the  settlement  which  you  were 
speaking  of,  saying  that  everything  was  settled  amicably  between  himself  and  the 
Company,  and  ending  in  this  way  :  "  My  nephew, "  that  is  yourself  ? — Yes. 

4910.  "  My  nephew,  who  went  home  last  year,  has  not  made  his  appearance 
yet.  I  am  sorry  to  ?ay  that  he  is  a  very  imprudent  young  man.  He  might 
well  know  that,  whatever  he  might  gain  with  the  Company  by  being  polite,  he 
could  gain  very  little  by  bullying  them  to  come  to  terms.  When  he  left  here 
I  advised  him  for  the  best,  but  he  did  not  follow  my  advice  in  one  instance. 
And  all  the  stuff  he  collected  about  the  settlement  was  furnished  him  by  people 
in  the  service,  and  others  who  could  be  little  suspected  for  such  a  thing."  Should 
you  be  surprised  if  he  had  written  that  ? — No,  I  should  not  be  surprised  in  the 
least.  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  mode  of  getting 
up  theatrical  matters. 

49 1 1 .  That  letter  is  a  letter  on  private  business  to  a  friend  of  his  ? 

Wilncss. — Might  I  ask  the  question  whether  the  friend  is  not  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — Yes. 

4912.  Mr.  Christy.]  Probably  this  gentleman  is,  in  a  measure,  under  their 
influence  ? — Immensely  ;  he  can  do  anything  they  wish  him.  I  could  perhaps 
produce  letters  from  Mr.  M'Dermot  which  would  rebut  a  great  deal  of  that 
evidence,  furnishing  me  with  the  very  things  which  he  now  says  I  received  from 
others. 

4Q 1 3.  Mr.  Groga'n.]  You  mentioned  that  after  your  application,  as  Mr. 
M'lJeinjot's  agent  to  the  Company,  for  payment  of  the  over-freight,  you  were 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  Company  ? — Afterwards. 

49 14.  In  what  years  were  you  in  the  service  of  the  Company  ? — I  was  not  in 
the  service  of  the  Company. 

491,5.  Were  you  engaged  by  them? — I  was  engaged  by  the  Company  at  the 
time  the  troops  went  out  there  to  procure  cattle  and  flour  from  the  United 
States. 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  Mm  4916.  Chairman.] 


274  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Mr.  ,     4916.  Chairman.^  Do  you  mean  that  you  had  transactions  with  the  Com- 

/.  M'LaxigHin.     pany  as  a  merchant  r — I  had  transactions  which  they  would  not,  of  course  have 

"■" intrusted  to  me  if  they  had  not  some  little  confidence  in  me,  and  especially  after 

11  June  1857.      r^^  transaction  of  extorting  money  from  them. 

4917.  Were  you  in  the  transaction  to  which  you  have  just  referred,  the  pur- 
chasing of  cattle  for  the  troops,  employed  by  your  uncle  Mr.  M'Dermot  to  do 
it,  or  were  you  employed  by  the  Uorap-my  ? — I  had  an  interest  in  the  matter  ;  it 
was  a  joint  transaction  with  my  uncle  and  myself. 

4pi8.  Then  you  were  not  under  the  Company  at  all? — I  was  not  under  the 
Company.  1  can  show  documents  from  the  Governor  of  the  (Jompany,  dis- 
tinctly entrusting  me,  and  writing  to  me  on  the  subject  {producing  a  letter'^. 

4919.  What  is  that  letter: — 1  do  not  know;  that  is  one  of  them;  I  have  a 
lot  of  them  here. 

4920.  Mr.  Chrhly.]  With  respect  to  the  spirits,  a  question  was  asked  you 
whether  you  had  not  yourself  dealt  in  some  spirits  during  the  time  that  you 
were  in  the  Red  Kiver  Settlement.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Company  sell 
spirits  to  the  Indians,  or  barter  them  in  exchange  for  furs  ? — I  am  not  aware 
whether  they  do  so  at  present,  but  1  know  that  in  my  time  they  did. 

4921.  Of  course,  I  am  speaking  with  reference  to  your  own  knowledge  ? — Yes. 

4922.  Was  it  a  matter  of  notoriety  that  they  exchanged  spirits  in  barter  for 
furs  ? — It  was. 

4923.  You  have  heard  it  over  and  over  again  asserted  thai  that  was  the  case  ? 
— Yes.  I  have  seen  it  myself;  1  have  not  only  heard  it  asserted,  but  I  have 
seen  it. 

4924.  Are  you  aware  that  a  considerable  amount  of  spirits  is  imported  in 
the  ships  of  the  Company  every  year  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  the  exact  amount ; 
I  have  never  seen  any  official  return. 

4925.  I  think  it  has  been  given  in  evidence,  that  there  were  4,900  and  some 
odd  gallons  annually.  Can  you  tell  me  what  you  suppose  becomes  of  that 
quantity  of  spirits  taken  annually  in  the  Company's  ships  ? — I  should  say  a 
certain  portion  of  it  may  be  for  the  use  of  the  servants  in  their  employment, 
and  the  remainder  for  trade  and.  traffic. 

4926.  Would  you  suppose  that  the  quantity  which  I  have  mentioned  was 
distributed  equally  over  the  year,  or  at  any  particular  period  of  the  year  ? — I 
cannot  possibly  say  how  it  is ;  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  internal  arrange- 
ments of  the  Company. 

4927.  Can  you  give  us  any  information  from  your  own  knowledge  of  how 
that  quantity  of  spirits  which  it  must  be  notorious  is  imported  every  year  into 
the  territory  in  the  Company's  ships  is  disposed  ofr — Wherever  there  is  an 
opposition  the  greatest  amount  of  spirits  is  used;  while  on  the  Pembina  at  the 
time  that  .Mr.  Kitson  and  the  American  Fur  Company  and  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  were  in  opposition,  the  liquor  was  the  principal  item  of  goods  which 
went  out  to  supply  the  Indians  to  get  the  furs. 

4928.  Chairman.]  You  think  that  the  sale  of  spirits  increases  with  compe- 
tition as  a  general  rule  ? — Not  with  competition,  but  with  opposition. 

4929.  By  competition  I  mean  competition  in  the  fur  trade  ? — I  think  a  general 
competition  in  the  fur  trade  would  not  induce  the  diffusion  of  spirits  ;  I  think 
that  a  single  opposition  might,  where  there  are  two  monopolists  fighting  against 
each  other,  but  where  the  country  is  thrown  open  to  every  one,  I  tliink  not. 

4930.  Why  do  you  believe  that  if  the  fur  trade  was  generally  thrown  open  to 
all  the  world  it  would  not  be  conducted  very  much  through  the  introduction  of 
spirits?  —  !  should  think  not;  with  two  ijreat  monopolists  such  as  the  North- 
west Company  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  the  x\merican  Fur  Company 
and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  they  might  bring  those  weapons  to  clash 
against  each  other,  but  1  think  that  where  it  was  general,  the  diffusion  of  spirits 
would  not  be  used  ;  there  would  then  be  individual  trade  amongst  each  other ; 
trade  would  be  conducted  in  the  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted  here,  upon 
general  principles;  it  is  only  with  two  great  companies  that  a  war  like  that,  or 
the  scenes  of  the  North-west  Company  cbuld  be  enacted  over  again. 

4931.  Do  you  believe  that  if  the  trade  v/as  thrown  open  altogether,  it  is 
probable  that  the  fur  trade  would  be  conducted  by  a  great  number  of  individuals, 
or  that  it  would  not  be  conducted  still  by  several  powerful  companies  competing 
against  each  other  .' — 1  think  that  the  nucleus  about  Red  River  would  form  the 
great  poi'tion   of  the  trading  community.     The  present  parties  who  are  there 

have 
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have  so  much  of  the  half-breed  element,  that  it  would  be  conducted  from  that  Mr. 

point;    I  think  it  wojuld  not  attract  companies  there,  because  every  man  is     J.M'Laughhn. 
naturally  a  trader  there.  ' 

4932.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  conducted  by  the  insulated  and  discon-      ^*  ''""^  ^^^"^ 
nected  efforts  of  individual  merchants,  or  do  you  think  that  it  would  be  conducted 

by  merchants  combining  together  and  conducting  it  upon  some  system?— On 
account  of  the  great  monopoly  which  the  Huds^on's  3ay  Company  have  had  for 
years,  and  the  immense  profits  which  they  have  received,  it  might  be  the  means 
perhaps  of  starting  a  formidable  company  in  opposition  to  them ;  but  I  rather 
think  that  it  would  be  general  over  the  country  ;  that  it  would  be  individuals 
who  would  be  engaged  in  it,  and  that  supplies  would  be  received  from  the 
settlement ;  that  it  would  create  a  greater  number  of  merchants  from  Canada 
and  England  for  the  supply  of  these  parties  to  trade  with  the  Indians. 

4933.  Do  you  believe,  for  instance,  that  a  trade  in  distant  parts  of  North 
America  could  be  advantageously  conducted  by  insulated  individuals  not  pos- 
sessed of  great  capital  r  —  I  think  in  the  course  of  time  it  might ;  but  for  my 
part  1  should  draw  a  line  of  distinction  as  regards  that  portion  of  the  country 
which  is  better  adapted  for  colonization  and  cultivation,  and  if  the  remaining 
portion  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  it  might  gradually 
disappear. 

4934.  Am  I  to  understand  you  that  you  would  apply  a  different  system  with 
regard  to  trade  and  colonization  to  those  districts  of  the  country  where  you 
think  colonization  could  be  introduced,  and  that  the  more  distant  portions  of 
the  country,  which  are  not  likely  within  any  assignable  period  of"  time,  for  some 
years  at  least,  to  be  fit  for  settlement,  you  would  still  leave  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — That  is  my  opinioh :  for  a  certain 
portion  of  time.  There  is  a  certain  portion  of  the  country  which,  of  course,  is 
so  inhospitable  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  colonize  or  cultivate  it.  But  the 
Indians,  at  the  same  time,  by  a  proper  course  might  be  all  drawn  down  to  the 
more  habitable  portions,  as  they  are  such  a  race  that  they  might  amalgamate 
with  the  others. 

4935.  Are  you  at  all  prepared  to  state  where  you  think  the  line  should  be 
drawn  dividino'  the  two  countries,  which  you  think  should  be  treated  on  these 
different  principles  ? — Yes. 

4(136.  Where  would  you  draw  the  line? — I  would  draw  the  line  from  the 
northern  point  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  from  Norway  House  along  by  the  southern 
branch  of  the  Saskatchawan  to  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

4937.  Putting  all  questions  of  right  and  charter  for  the  present  out  of  consi- 
deration, do  you  think  that  it  would  be  expedient  that  the  territory  to  the  north 
of  that  line  should  be  for  the  present  managed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? 
■ — 1  think  so. 

4938.  Would  you  leave  them  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  within  those  limits? 
• — I  think  that  it  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  give  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  to 
anybody.  I  think  that  their  own  power  and  settlement  in  the  country  would 
prevent  anything  like  competition  in  that  quarter,  or  much  competition. 

4939.  Do  you  think  that  there  is  nothing  'nherent  in  the  nature  of  their  trade 
which  renders  it  necessarily  exclusive,  if  it  is  to  be  conducted  at  all  ? — I  do  not 
think  so.  I  know  that  even  small  traders  made  their  way  up  from  Canada  30 
or  40  years  ago ;  right  up  to  the  Saskatchawan  ;  to  the  Slave  Lake  even. 

4940.  But  if  you  allowed  either  small  traders,  or  a  company,  to  interfere  with 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  management  of  the  Indians,  under  that  system 
should  you  not  be  apprehensive  that  spirits  would  be  introduced  there  ? — It  is 
impossible  ;  there  is  a  key  to  the  country,  so  that  it  would  be  an  impossibility 
to  introduce  spirits  into  the  country.  There  is  a  icey  which  would  lock  up  the 
entire  country,  and  prevent  anything  like  spirits  being  brought  into  it.  , 

4941.  To  what  do  you  allude ?~1  would  allude  to  the  point  at  Norv/ay 
House.  I  would  allude  to  another  point  where  there  could  be  a  Government 
Commissioner  to  prevent  it,  either  at  Norway  House  or  at  Fort  William.  With 
regard  to  the  Americans,  the  same  rule  applies  now  as  would  apply  at  any  other 
time,  because  the  Americans  njay  come  at  present ;  you  cannot  exclude  them. 
But  with  regard  to  the  Americans  it  is  quite  different.  I  have  travelled  a  good 
deal  through  the  entire  Minesota  territory,  and  you  never  see  or  hear  of  spirits 
among  them  ;  it  is  impossible.  In  their  licence  to  trade  they  are  so  very  par- 
ticular that  they  even  search  the  carts,  when  they  are  going  out,  to  see  that  no 
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Mr.  spirits  shall  go.     I  think  I  have  here  a  copy  of  their  licence  to  trade,  which 

/.  M'Laughlin.     will  show  you  that  it  is  to  that  effect. 

11  June  iS/;?  4042-  What  do  you  exactly  mean  by  saying  that  you  think  that  the  territory 

to  the  north  of  the  line  which  you  have  drawn  should  be  still  left  in  the 
management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  suppose  that  I  would  allow 
them  that  fdr  compensation  for  giving  up  the  remainder. 

4943.  What  advantages  do  you  give  them  at  all  if  you  only  say  that  they 
may  trade  there  as  well  as  anybody  else  ;  what  do  you  mean  by  saying  that  you 
would  give  them  the  country  in  any  sense,  if  you  say  that  they  may  go  there, 
but  that  anybody  else  may  go  there  too? — I  would  permit  them  to  have 
a  licence ;  but  I  would  not  permit  them  to  have  an  exclusive  right  to  the 
country. 

4944.  Then  no  licence  of  course  would  be  necessary  for  that ;  is  it  not  so  ? — 
I  do  not  know  ;  I  do  not  know  that  their  charter  is  so  very  valid  as  that. 

4945.  Mr.  Christy.]  Do  you  think  that  if  the  trade  was  entirely  thrown  open 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would,  for  a  long  period  to  come,  have  almost  the 
exclusive  control  of  it  ? — I  should  think  so,  by  the  position  which  they  are  in. 

4946.  You  think  that  from  their  position,  from  the  establishment  of  their 
forts,  from  their  general  organisation,  and  from  the  knowledge  of  them  pos- 
sessed by  the  native  population  of  the  country,  they  would  still  have  the  largest 
sliare  of  the  trade,  and  almost  the  exclusive  trade,  in  that  northern  portion  of 
country  which  you  say  might  for  a  time  be  handed  over  to  them  ? — Yes  ;  I 
think  they  have  facilities  which  no  others  have. 

4947.  If  the  trade  was  entirely  thrown  open,  that  is  your  opinion? — Yes  ;  I 
think  that  from  the  position  which  they  hold  at  present,  they  could  maintain 
it;  and  it  is  only  by  competition,  of  course,  that  the  Indians  will  receive  any- 
thing like  fair  play. 

4948.  Chairman.]  And  you  have  no  fear,  as  I  understand  you,  that  in  the 
course  of  this  competition  spirits  would  be  introduced,  first  of  all  by  one  party, 
arid  then  in  self  defence,  by  the  other,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  Indians  ? — 
Not  the  slightest.  The  key  at  Fort  William  and  Norway  House  would  prevent 
that  from  our  territory. 

4949.  Mr.  Christ}/.]  How  far  have  you  travelled  in  this  country  west  ? — To 
the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  River. 

4950.  What  is  your  general  opinion  with  regard  to  that  southern  portion  of 
the  country  of  which  you  spoke  ? — I  think  it  is  a  very  fine  country,  fit  for 
colonization. 

4951.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Yellowstone  is  in  the  States? — Yes,  on  the  Missouri. 

495'2.  Mr.  Christy.]  Have  you  formed  any  opinion  as  to  whether  there  could 
be  a  better  mode  of  communication,  either  by  water  or  in  any  other  manner, 
formed  in  that  country  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  west  ? — I  think  that  the  old 
route  which  is  at  present  pursued  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  which 
was  used  by  the  North-west  Company,  could  be  very  much  improved. 

4953.  Viscount  Goderich.]  That  is  to  say,  the  route  by  the  Rainy  Lake  ? — 
From  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  in  that  direction,  and  by  Fort  Alexander  into 
Lake  Winnipeg. 

49,54.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Have  you  ever  been  there  yourself? — I  have 
been  more  in  the  direction  towards  Red  Lake. 

495,5.  But  have  you  ever  been  in  the  country  of  which  you  were  speaking 
ust  now  ?  —I  have  never  been  in  the  route  from  Fort  William  except  that  I 
know  the  description  of  country.  The  principal  portion  of  the  country  which 
I  have  travelled  over,  and  which  I  know  has  been  between  St.  Peter's  and  Lake 
Winnipeg,  and  then  off  again  towards  the  Missouri,  and  that  strip  of  country 
along  the  valley  between  the  Saskatchawan  and  the  49th  parallel. 

4956.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  you  travelled  the  route  from  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment to  Lake  Superior  yourself  ?  — Never  that  route. 

4957.  Mr,  Christy.]  Will  you  explain  to  the  Committee  in  what  way  you 
think  there  might  be  an  improvement  made  in  the  water  route  ? — In  getting 
over  some  of  the  portages. 

4958.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  Company  have  done  anything  to  improve 
them  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  ? — They  have  done  nothing  to  improve 
them  ;  it  is  not  their  object. 

4959.  But  you  think  that  they  are  capable  of  great  improvement  ? — So  I  am 

led 
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led  to  believe  from  every  opportunity  that  I  have  had  of  knowing;  and  I  have            Mr. 
of  course  been  thrown  into  intimate  communication  with  parties  who  have    J-  M'LaughUn. 
travelled  that  way  often  and  continuously. 

4960.  Viscount  Gq(Ieri(?h.]  Have  you  yourself  been  on  the  Saskatchawan      n  June  1857. 
River? — Never  on  the  Saskatchawan  ;  never  so  far  to  the  northward. 

4961.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  would  leave  the  country  round  the 
northern  branch  of  that  river  in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — 
From  that  I  would  draw  the  line  to  the  northward,  a^dtake  the  valley  of  the 
Saskatchawan. 

4962.  You  took  the  southern  branch,  did  you  not  ? — I  did. 

4963.  Then  you  would  leave  the  northern  branch  of  the  river  in  the  hands 
of  the  Company  ? — Yes ;  1  mentioned  the  southern  branch  more  as  a 
boundary. 

4964.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  northern  branch  of  the  river  is  not  suited  for  cultivation  and  settlement  ? 
— ^Yes,  I  believe  it  is  suited  for  cultivation  and  settlement  between  the  northern 
and  the  southern  branch. 

49l').'5.  But  you  do  not  know  anything  of  that  cburitry  from  your  own  know- 
ledge ? — Not  from  any  personal  knowledge. 

4966.  Mr.  Christy. 1  While  you  were  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  what  means 
had  the  settlers  of  knowing  the  regulations  pf  the  Company? — By  proclama- 
tions, those  that  have  been  read. 

4967.  Proclamation,  such  as  we  have  had  before  us  to-day,  was  the  means 
of  communication  with  the  settlers  by  the  council  ?— Yes. 

4968.  And  the  only  means  ? — The  only  means. 

4969.  Was  the  .tra4e  in  the  Red  River  Settlginfteji^t, like  that  of  the  Indian 
country,  one  exclusively  of  b;irter  ?— No,  they  had  a  paper  currency. 

4U70.  Will  you  describe  of  what  sort  it  was?— They  had  a  currency  of  a 
most  peculiar  character :  the  bills  were  from  shillings  to  a  pound ;  they  were 
at  60  days  after ,  date,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  and  were  payable  on  the  coast 
nearly  800  miles  from  Red  Uiver,  or  in  London;  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  that 
in  one  or  two  instances  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  threa,tened  to  withdraw 
these  notes  fi^pni,  circulation. 

497 1 .  Was  that  in  times  of  excitement  ?-T-In  the,  times  of  excitement. 

4972.  With  a  view  to  putting  do vvti  the  excitement  which  existed  ? — With  a 
view  to  preventing  trafficking  in  furs  and  trading. ; 

4973.  Was  there  an  objection  raised  to  that  currency  which  was  employed  in 
the  settlement  ? — A  very  great  objection  on  that  Very  account,  that  bills  of 
exchange  had  been  refused  to  several  of  tha  parties  who  had  been  trading  in 
furs,  and  also  a  premium  of  3  per  cent,  had  been  placed  on  bills  of  exchange 
upon  goods  going  to  the  United  States. 

4974.  You  have  spoken  of  some  circumstances  connected  with  Mr.  Thom, 
the  recorder,  were  there  any  complaints  of  the  administration  of  justice  when 
you  were  in  that  settlement  ? — Where  an  action  lay  between  the  Company  and 
the  settlers,  of  course  there  was  want  of  faith  that  that  administration  would  be 
effective,  and  the  people  very  naturally  were  afraid  to  bring  any  actions  or  dis- 
putes, or  anything  like  it. 

4975.  Was  that  during  the  time  that  Mr.  Thom  was  recorder  ?— Yes. 

4976.  Was  there  a  general  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Tliom  during  the  time 
that  he  was  recorder?  — So  general  that  it  was  rather  feared  that  he  would 
receive  some  rough  treatment  from  the  people. 

4977.  Did  he  continue  recorder  of  the  court,  and  continue  to  exercise  his 
functions  as  recorder  of  the  court  during  the  whole  time  that  you  were  in  the 
settlement  ?— No,  for  a  portion  of  the  time  ;  a  persoji  was  imprisoned  for  trading 
in  furs,  there  was  a  trial  about  it,  and  the  excitement  was  very  great  indeed. 

4978.  He  ceased  to  be  recorder  at  a  certain  period? — He  ceased  to  be 
recorder,  and  I  think  he  was  clerk  in  his  own  court  afterwards,  if  I  remember 
rightly. 

"4979.  Do  you  know  why  he  ceased  to  be  recorder  of  the  court? — On 
account  of  the  feeling  of  dislike  which  was  abroad  in  the  settlement  against 
him. 

4980.  Do  you  suppose  that  that  feeling  of  disUke,  which  we  have  heard  of 
several  times,'  and  which  has  been  described  as  a  complaint  of  the  administra- 
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Mr.  tion  of  justice,  arose  from  an  improper  administration  of  justice  on  the  part  of 

J.  M'LaugMh,     Mr.  Thorn  ?~  It  arose  from  those  proclamations,  which  they  attributed  to  him 
" soleI_v. 

4981.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Not  to  the  Company? — Of  course  to  the  Com- 
pany, too ;  but  they  attributed  them  in  a  great  measure  to  him  ;  they  imagined 

•    that  if  there  had  been  no  lawyer  in  the  settlement,  they  would  have  got  along 
far  better. 

4982.  Mr.  Christi/.]  I  think  that  you  have  before  said,  that  there  was  no 
organisation  in  the  settlement,  except  that  of  the  council  fi'om  whom  these 
proclamations  proceeded,  consequently  the  authority  of  the  Company  was  exer- 
cised by  that  council  ? — Yes. 

40S3.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  But  the  people  thought  that  they  could  get  on 
much  better  if  there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  settlement? — In  a  serious  case  of  life 
and  death  there  were  no  means  of  defence  for  the  prisoner,  and  on  the  merest 
circumstantial  evidence  he  might  be  convicted. 

4984.  Mr.  Christ^.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  particular  case  in  which 
Mr  Thom  became  unpopular  from  the  course  which  he  pursued? — [think,  from 
the  very  time  that  I  went  there,  he  was  generally  unpopular. 

498,5.  I  want  to  know  whether  it  occurs  to  your  mind  that  there  was  any 
particular  case  in  which  he  exercised  his  judicial  authority  in  a  way  which  was 
considered  one  of  partiality  or  injustice  ? — It  is  very  hard  for  me  to  answer 
that  question. 

4986.  Chairman.]  You  can  Say  whether  you  do  or  not  know  any  particular 
ca-^e  ? — I  do  ;  I  know  his  own  case,  where  he  was  summoned  for  a  debt,  and  he 
denied  that  he  could  be  tried  in  his  own  court.  That  in  a  measure  might  help 
to  bring  him  into  popular  dishke.  I  do  not  like  to  introduce  personal  things 
like  that. 

49^7.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Is  that  the  case  to  which  you  have  already  alluded?  — 
It  is. 

4988.  Mr.  Christy.]  Was  he  consulted  by  persons  in  the  colony  in  reference 
to  their  case  before  he  adjudicated  upon  it  ■ — I  cannot  speak  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

4989.  Was  it  notorious  ;  you  can  speak  from  what  was  said  ?— I  have  heard 
that  such  was  the  case. 

4990.  During  the  time  that  you  were  in  the  colony  r  —Yes. 

4991.  Chairman.]  But  you  do  not  know  it?  — I  do  not  know  it  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

4992.  Mr.  Christy.]  Have  you  mixed  much  with  the  half-breed  race  in  the 
settlement  ?~  A  great  deal. 

4993.  What  is  your  opinion  of  them  r — Do  you  mean  physically  or  intel- 
lectually .' 

4994.  In  any  way  that  you  choose  to  give  the  information  to  the  Com- 
mittee ? —  I  think  that  physically  they  would  be  an  improvement  upon  the  breed 
in  this  country. 

499j.  ^Ve  will  go  to  their  honesty,  respectability,  and  general  intellectual 
character? — 1  think  that  intellectually  they  are  not  inferior  to  the  whites  ;  they 
have  risen,  in  fact,  in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  the  whites  in  Red  River.  I  can 
refer  10  many  of  them  in  this  country  and  in  Canada  wlio  are  in  different  pro- 
fessions as  engineers  and  as  doctors,  and  in  different  other  situations  in  life,  and 
I  cannot  point  to  a  single  white  man's  son  in  Red  River  who  has  done  the  same. 
I  think  that  is  a  sufficient  test. 

491:6.  Would  you  entertain  any  apprehension,  in  the  event  of  the  country 
being  thrown  open,  of  the  half-breed  race  disappearing  r — Not  the  slightest.  I 
rather  think  that  they  would  leave  the  others  in  the  shade ;  that  they  would  have 
the  preponderance  ;  that  they  would  intermix 

4997.  Can  you  tell  us  how  they  are  regarded  in  the  United  States-— The 
half-breeds  in  the  United  States  are  equal  with  the  whites  in  every  possible 
way,  and  about  St.  Peter's,  they  hold  very  good  positions  and  are  the  principal 
merchants  there.  There  is  a  reservation  of  land  always  given  to  them  by  the 
Government. 

4998.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzivilliam.']  Are  those  Red  River  half-breeds  or  United 
States  half-breeds  ? — I  was  speaking  of  the  Red  River  half-breeds ;  at  present  I 
have  been  speaking  about  those  at  St.  Peter's. 

4999.  Are 
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4999.  Are  those  at  St.  Peter's  American  half-breeds  or  Red  River  half-  Mr. 
breeds  ? — At  St.  Peter's  they  are  American  half-breeds.  J-  M'Laughlin. 

5000.  Mr.  Christt/.]  Have  you  any  knovpledge  of  the  amount  of  the  exports  ~ 

of  the  country .' — lif  I  might  judge  from  one  of  their  minutes  of  council,  it  states  '  >  J""«  '  857' 
that  in  1836  or  1837  their  entire  outfit  was  25,000  I.  for  the  annual  supply  of  the 

country  ;  and  if  I  might  refer  to  Captain  Herd's  evidence  on  Tuesday,  it  states 
that  the  amount  received  from  the  country  in  one  vessel  was  not  equal  in  bulk 
to  the  cargo  which  went  to  supply  the  country.  1  think  that  that  may  be  a 
pretty  fair  test  to  show  the  quantity  which  goes  there.  I  can  give  a  statement 
for  several  consecutive  years  of  the  profits  of  the  Company. 

5001.  With  reference  to  what  was  given  in  evidence  by  Captain  Herd,  who 
said  that  he  thought  that  tallow  did  not  form  an  item  in  the  export  of  the 
country,  because  he  understood  that  it  was  all  required  at  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment, what  is  your  opinion  with  regard  to  that  article  as  a  pruduct  of  the 
country  r — It  is  an  article  a  great  deal  of  which  could  be  got  if  there  was  an 
opening  for  the  export  of  it ;  but  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  thrown  cold 
water  on  it  from  the  very  commencement.  I  have  a  document  with  regard  to 
this  tallow  which  I  would  wish  to  read  :  "  Mr.  M'Dermot  and  Mr.  Sinclair 
determined  to  ship  a  quantity  of  tallow,  provided  the  freight  would  admit  of  a 
profit,  and  accordingly  applied  to  Mr.  Finlayson  on  the  subject,  who  informed 
them  8  I.  would  be  the  lowest  possible  price."  That  is  the  freight  per  ton. 
"Aware  of  the  jealousy  of  the  Company  in  that  country,  they  at  the  same  time 
applied  privately  to  London,  and  received  for  answer," — ^(I  give  them  all  credit 
in  London  for  being  more  humane,  and  wishing  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
colony  more  than  I  do  the  resident  portion  of  the  Company)— "  '  that  they 
(the  Company)  were  very  glad  to  find  the  people  of  Red  River  were  thinking 
of  such  a  thing,  and  would  be  very  happy  to  encourage  them  in  any  manner.' 
At  the  same  time  they  placed  the  freight  at  2  I.  per  ton."  Tiiey  then  took  advan- 
tage of  this  offer,  and  they  shipped  tallow  and  tongues  to  York  Factory,  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  them  out  to  England.  They  found  to  their  astonish- 
ment that  the  tallow  had  not  gone  that  year,  the  Company  making  an  excuse 
that  there  was  no  room  in  their  ship.  The  same  thing  occurred  (a  most  ex- 
traordinary thing)  the  second  year,  and  they  found  that  it  was  just  done  to 
throw  cold  water  upon  it ;  and  the  consequence  was  that  they  had  to  sell  their 
tallow  and  tongues  to  the  Company  at  the  price  which  they  chose  to  give  them 
for  them.     This  destroyed  the  tallow  and  tongue  trade,  besides  hides. 

,5002.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  tallow  which  was  sent  to  York  Fort 
in  the  expectation  that  it  would  be  shipped  to  London  in  the  Company's  ships 
at  2  /.  a  ton,  remained  until  the  following  year  ?— Yes. 

5003.  And  the  same  occurred  in  the  year  succeeding  that  ? — ^Yes. 

5004.  What  was  the  amount  charged  ?— The  Company  in  Hudson's  Bay 
charged  8  /.,  but  the  Company  in  London  remitted  it  to  2  I.,  but  however,  they 
could  never  take  advantage  of  that  very  liberal  offer. 

5005.  In  consequence  of  the  price  being  so  high  as  8  /.,  it  did  not  enter  into 
the  intention  of  the  settlers  at  Red  River  to  go  into  the  trade  ? — The  freight 
would  have  been  rather  high. 

5006.  But  when  it  became  known  that  the  Company  in  London  were  willing 
to  reduce  the  freight  to  2  /.,  they  then  entered  into  the  trade  ? — They  then 
entered  into  the  traffic,  and  sent  down  their  supplies  which  they  would  have 
carried  out. 

5007.  Mr.  Gro^an  ]  What  might  be  the  quantity  of  tallow  on  this  transaction, 
hovrmany  packages,  or  tons,  or  cwts.  ? — I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  knowledge 
at  this  time  of  the  exact  amount ;  it  is  now  8  or  10  years  since  ;  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  remember. 

5008.  Mr.  Cliristy.]  Do  you  think  that  the  trade  of  the  Red  River  Settlement 
could  be  carried  on  through  a  route  which  was  more  expeditious  than  that  of 
the  Company's  ships,  and  by  Hudson's  Bay  ? — I  think  from  Canada  ;  I  do  not 
conceive  any  difficulty  at  all  in  opening  a  way  with  Canada,  especially  now  as  the 
settlements  are  up  to  the  Saulte  St.  Mary.  I  might  mention,  to  show  you  how 
the  Americans  are  working  their  way  up  in  that  direction,  that  I  was  the  first 
person  with  seven  others  who  cut  that  entire  route  through  the  woods  from  the 
Mississippi  and  from  Crow  Wing  River,  right  through,  that  is  the  route  that  is 
now  used ;  and  when  1  arrived  at  the  Otter  Tail  Lake,  the  great  majority  of  the 
Indians  had  never  seen  a  horse  before  ;  they  were  called  the  Pillagers  among  the 
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r  T,r^^'  ,,•       woods;  they  lived  there,  and  now  there  is  a  settlement  actually  at  the  Otter 
/.  M^Laughhn.      Tail  Lake. 

g  5009.  Mr.  Grogan,]  What  may  be  the  price  of  land  which  the  American 

Government  charge  to  settlers  there  ? — ^A  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre. 

5010.  For  the  fee  of  it  ?— For  the  fee  of  it. 

501 1.  What  may  be  the  price  of  land  in  the  Red  River? — Twelve  shillings 
and  sixpence,  I  suppose,  on  account  of  there  being  no  market  for  the  produce. 

5012.  You  have  spoken  of  a  settlement  being  established  ton  the  Otter  Tail 
Lake,  and  you  describe  it  as  in  the  heart  of  the  woods ;  what  outlet  would  there 
be  for  their  produce  there  ? — A  connecting  link  by  water  from  the  Otter  Tail 
Lake  right  into  the  Mississippi. 

5013.  If  the  facilities  of  water  communication  were  afforded  to  the  Red 
River,  have  you  any  doubt  that  the  settlement  would  then  go  on  as  fast  in  that 
district  as  on  the  American  side  of  the  49th  degree  r — 1  have  no  doubt,  not 
from  personal  observation,  but  from  the  statements  of  others,  that  from  Saulte 
St.  Mary  it  would  very  soon  fill  up,  if  free  grants  of  land  were  given  for  a  time 
in  a  certain  portion  of  the  country. 

5074.  Have  you  been  tp  Saulte  St.  Mary  yourself? — No,  I  have  never  been 
there. 

5015.  You  mentioned  to  us,  some  time  ago,  something  about  the  authorities 
in  the  Red  River  refusing  to  post  and  despatch  letters  unless  they  were  delivered 
to  them  open  and  sealed  in  their  presence  ? — Yes. 

5016.  Have  you  ever  known  any  instance  in  which  letters  were  opened  by 
them  ? — No  ;  I  only  know  that  some  letters  which  I  sent  never  reached  their 
destination. 

5017.  They  might  have  been  lost  on  the  route  ? — They  might  have  been  lost 
on  the  route  ;  I  know  that  the  letters  were  brought  up  open  to  the  fort  for  the 
perusal  of  the  Company  at  that  time  when  the  proclamation  was  issued. 

5018.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  instances  in  which  letters  had  been  opened 
by  them  ? — Never. 

5019.  You  spQke  of  the  administration  of  civil  justice  by  Mr.  Thom,  the 
recorder  there  ;  did  he  administer  criminal  justice  also  ? — Criminal  as  well  as 
civil. 

5020.  What  might  be  the  nature  of  the  criminal  justice ;  was  it  little  petty 
offences,  and  things  of  that  kind  ? — There  was  an  Indian  hung  while  1  was 
there. 

5021.  Under  order  of  the  recorder  of  the  place  ? — Yes,  he  passed  sentence. 

5022.  What  was  the  offence? — Some  Sioux  came  there  to  pay  a  visit,  the 
grandfather  of  this  Indian  had  been  killed  by  the  Sioux,  and  of  course  he 
considered,  as  all  the  Chippewas,  and  the  Crees,  and  the  Assiniboines  do,  that 
he  was  not  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Company,  he  retaliated  in  the  mode 
that  they  do  Indian  warfare,  and  shot  this  Sioux,  the  same  ball  killing  a 
Chippewa. 

5023.  And  he  was,  hung  for  that  offence  ? — Yes. 

5024.  That  is  the  only  instance  within  your  knowledge  in  which  capital 
punishment  was  inflicted  there  ? — The  only  one  that  I  know  from  personal 
knowledge. 

5025.  Mr.  Christy.]  Do  you  know  that  the  Company  are  bound  under  an 
Act  of  Parliament  to  send  all  cases  of  capital  punishment  to  be  tried  in  Canada? 
— Yes,  I  am  aware  that  they  are  bound  in  the  sum  of  5,000  /.,  I  think. 

5026.  Do  you  suppose  that  that  is  known  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  ? — 
Perfectly  well.  t 

5027.  Mr.  Grogan.]  How  is  it,  then,  that  the  colonists  resident  on  the 
spot  did  not  remonstrate  against  this  execution  ? — It  is  impossible  for  them  to 
remonstrate  there  ;  they  are  too  much  under  the  control  of  the  Company ;  the 
Company  would  stop  the  supplies. 

5028.  l\Jr.  Gregson.]  Was  this  man  tried  by  a  jury' — He  was  tried  by  a 
jury,  without  any  defence. 

5029.  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.']  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  shot  the  man?— The 
principal  witness,  Saver,  had  first  of  all  given  in  charge  another  Indian ; 
certainly,  iF  the  man  had  had  counsel  it  might  have  been  different. 

5030.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  spoke  of  an  import  duty  on  goods  brought  into 
the  colony;  was  this  duty  impartially  and  universally  levied  on  all  goods?  — 
There  was  a  distinction  between  American  and  English  goods. 

5031.  What 
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5031 .  What  do  you  mean  ? — A  distinction  in  the  way  of  duty.  Mr. 

50.3_>.  In  the  amount  of  duty? — In  the  amount  of  duty.  /.  M'Laurfhlin. 

5033.  There  was  a  differential  duty  between  goods  coming  from  England -- 

and  those  coming  from  America? — Yes.  11  June  1857. 

5034.  But  was  that  duty,  whether  differential  or  otherwise,  levied  equally 
and  impartially  on  all  goods  coming  from  those  respective  countries  ?  —  It 
was. 

503.5.  Was  it  ever  remitted  in  favour  of  any  of  the  importers?— It  was 
remitted  in  regard  to  the  American  duty  upon  those  wh6  did  not  trade  in 
furs. 

5036.  Explain  your  meaning  ? — I  mean  that  those  parties  who  did  not  trade       :/'' 
in  furs,  or  were  not  supposed  to  have  trafficked  in  furs,  did  not  pay  the  same 
duty  upon  American  goods  as  the  others. 

5037.  Mr.  Edivard  Ellice.~\  What  was  the  difference  ?— The  difference,  I 
think,  came  under  the  same  regulation  as  the  English  goods. 

5038.  What  was  that  f — Twenty  per  cent,  in  the  one  case,  I  think,  and  four  ■■'' 
per  cent,  in  the  other. 

5039.  Was  20  per  cent,  ever  levied? — I  believe  it  was.  I  cannot  speak  per- 
sonally from  my  own  knowledge  at  present.  ' 

5040.  Mr.  Christy.']  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  a  discrimination  was  exercised 
as  to  the  amount  of  duty  which  should  be  levied  under  their  tariflf  ? — Yes  ;  the 
fact  of  this  petition  will  show  it,  and  that  parties  protested  at  the  same  time 
when  they  paid  this  duty. 

5041.  Mr.  Grcffso/h]  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  20  per  cent,  was  charged  in 
the  one  case,  and  only  four  per  cent,  in  the  other  ? — I  think  so. 

5042.  Mr.  Edivard  EUice.]  Do  you  state  that  from  your  own  knowledge  ? — 
I  can  state  that  several  parties  paid  this  duty.  It  is  very  difficult  for  one  at 
this  time,  eight  or  ten  years  afterwards,  to  remember  all  these  things  ;  but  it 
strikes  me  that  either  the  Canadian  tariff  was  levied,  or  else  the  20  per  cent. ; 
whether  it  was  the  Canadian  tariff  or  the  20  per  cent.  I  cannot  clearly  state, 
but  I  know  that  some  parties  paid  the  JCnglish  duties  and  other  parties  paid 
the  Canadian  duties  upon  the  very  same  goods. 

,5043.  Mr.  Grogan.']  The  duty  on  Enghsh  goods  being  less  than  that  charged 
on  American  goods,  parties  who  introduced  goods  from  America  into  the 
colony,  provided  that  they  were  not  suspected  of  trading  in  furs,  got  them  at 
the  reduced  rate  of  duty  ? — Yes. 

5044.  And  other  parties  who  may  have  been  suspected  of  having  traded  in 
furs  were  charged  a  higher  rate  of  duty  ? — Yes,  which  they  paid  under  protest. 

5045.  Was  that  increased  rate  of  duty  imposed  arbitrarily,  or  on  the  proof 
of  their  having  traded  in  furs  ? — Arbitrarily  ;  upon  the  mere  fact  of  their  being 
suspected. 

5046.  On  the  mere  suspicion  ? — Yes. 

,5047.  Is  there  any  very  extensive  amount  of  goods  brought  into  the  colony 
from  America  ? — Not  a  very  large  trade ;  it  is  principally  English  goods  which 
are  used  in  the  country. 

5048.  Was  there  any  large  extent  of  goods  imported  from  the  American  side 
into  the  colony  ? — ?\ot  very  large;  nothing  compared  with  the  amount  that 
the  settlers  got  from  England. 

,5049.  The  principal  supply  of  the  colony  comes  from  England? — Yes. 

5050.  Has  any  complaint  ever  been  raised  in  the  colony  of  an  indequate 
supply  of  the  most  necessary  goods  ? — Yes,  there  have  been  complaints  with 
regard  to  an  insufficient  supply  of  powder  and  ammunition,  and  some  other 
articles,  which  the  Company  sent  off  to  the  other  ports. 

5051.  For  instance,  when  you  were  there  yourself  you  got  your  goods  from 
the  Company  ? — -No  :  the  goods  came  from  either  the  United  States  or  England. 

50.52.  You  brought  them  out  on  your  own  account  ? — I  brought  them  froni 
the  United  States,  and  my  uncle  bi'ought  them  from  England. 

5053.  If  they  came  from  England  they  must  have  come  by  Hudson's  Bay,     1^ 
I  presume? — Yes. 

5054.  You  gave  us  a  copy  of  a  proclamation  some  time  ago,  under  which,  in 
the  case  of  parties  who  were  hcensed  to  trade,  their  goods  being  sent  by  the 
Company's  ship  to  England,  those  goods  were  liable  to  be  seized  in  the  event  of 
their  violating  the  stipulation  of  the  licence,  namely,  not  to  trade  in  furs  ?— Yes. 

5055.  Do  you  know  any  instance  in  which  those  goods  were  so  seized  ? — I 
•  0.24— Sess.  2.  N  N  know 
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Mr.  know  an  instance  in  which  the  goods  were  not  sent ;  they  were  detained  in 

J.  M'LttughUn.     London  ;  the  order  was  not  complied  \\ith. 

5056.  Do  you  know  of  any  instance  in  which  they  were  confiscated  by  the 
n  June, 857.      Company  ?-I  do  not. 

50.57.  Mr.  Charles  FitzwilUam.]  Have  you  a  copy  of  the  American  licence  to 
trade  ?  — I  have. 

\_The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same,  which  is  as  follows  {] 

Kno'W  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we, 

are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  of  America,  in  the  sum  of 

dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United  Slates,  to  tlie  payment  of  which,  well  and 

truly  to  he  made,  we  bind  ourselves  and  each  of  us,  our  heirs,  executors,  and  admmisirators, 

jointly  and   severally,  firmly  by  these  presents.     Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  d;ittd    this 

day  of  ,  One  thousand,  eight  hundred  and 

The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  whereas 
of  Indian  affairs,  at  halh  this  day  granted  to  the 

said  a  license  to  trade  at 

the  place  designated  for  carrying  on  trade  with  the 

Now,  if  the  said  shall  faithfully  perform  all  the  duties  which 

arise  from  the  laws  and  regulations  which  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  for  the  govern- 
ment of  trade,  and  intercourse  wiih  the  Indian  tribes;  if  not  citizen  or 
subject  of  a  fbieign  power;  if  shall  not  carry  among  ihe  Indians 
any  uniform  clothing  other  than  thatiaf  the  United  States,  nor  medals,  flags,  armbands,  or 
other  ornaments  of  dress,  bearing  the  figures,  devices,  or  emblems  of  any  foreign  power;  if 

ha  given  to  the  superintendent  a  correct  invoice  of  the  mer- 
chandise which  take  with  ;  if  shall  not  give  to  any  Indian,  nor 
sell  to,  vend,  nor  distribute  spirituous  liquors  with  the  Indians,  nor  suffer  any  of 
clerks,  engagees,  or  boatmen,  to  give  to,  sell,  vend,  convey,  or  distiibute  any  spirituous 
liquors  to  or  with  the  Indians;  and  if  shall  trade  at  the  aforesaid  trading  estab- 
lishment, and  no  other  place,  and  shall  in  all  respects  act  conformably  with  the  licence 
granted  this  day,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void ;  else  to  remain  in  full  force  and 
virtue. 

Signed  and  sealed  in  presence  of 

(l.  s.) 

(L.  S.) 
(L.  S.) 

5058.  Mr.  Christy^  Will  you  answer  this  question,  as  far  as  you  are  able  to 
do  so,  from  your  own  knowledge  ;  do  you  think  that  the  Indians  are  adequately 
paid  by  the  Company 's  tariff  for  the  goods  which  are  furnished  to  the  Company 
in  Hudson's  Bay  ? — I  do  not ;  I  think  that  they  are  very  inadequately  paid ; 
that  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  tariff  of  the  Americans  and  the  tariff 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

'jCi^c^.  From  your  having  yourself  bought  furs  from  the  Indians,  and  knowing 
something  of  the  trade,  you  are  able  to  give  that  opinion  as  respects  the  value 
which  you  would  believe  might  be  given  for  the  furs  which  the  Indians  pro- 
duce ? — Yes  ;  I  know  that  I  have  myself  given  more  than  100  per  cent,  more 
than  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  and  this  document  would  show  even  the 
payment  in  cash  of  a  contract  that  I  made  for  furs  with  the  American  Fur 
Company  to  sell  them  furs. 

5060.  Mr.  Edward  Ellict.]  That  was  when  you  were  illegally  trading  in  the 
country  ?— It  was  when  I  was  legally  tfafficking  there. 

5of)i.  In  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — Yes. 

5062.  Your  traffic  would  be  against  the  licence  granted  by  the  Crown?  — I 
was  not  aware  of  any  such  ;  I  went  there  as  a  British  subject,  and  I  considered 
that  in  a  British  colony,  the  very  fact  of  estabhshing  a  British  colony  extin- 
guished anything  hke  chartered  privileges.  This  paper  shows  the  difference 
between  the  American  prices  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  prices  {handing  a  paper  to 
Mr.  Christy). 

5063.  Chairman.']  Does  it  relate  to  exactly  the  same  quality  of  furs  r — The 
same  quahty  of  furs. 

5()5.|.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  In  what  localty  ? — This  contract  was  made  at 
Fort  Union,  upon  the  Missouri. 

5065-  Do 
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5065.  Do  the  prices  which  were  paid  in  that  case  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany relate  to  the  same  locality  as  the  prices  which  were  paid  by  the  Ameri- 
cans ? — The  same  locality. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  Paper,  which  is  as  follows  ;] 

Messrs.  M'Derraot  and  M'Laughlin. 

Genilenien,  Fort  Union,  14  March  1845. 

In  accordance  with  an  understanding  made  this  day  with  your  Mr.  John  M'Laughhn, 

I  have  agreed  lo  receive  trom  you  nil  the  furs,  &c.,  you  may  collect,  of  the  description  and 

at  \he  prices  annexed,  and   to  furnish   you  with    10  boxes  good  merchantable  tobacco,  in 

boxes  of  150  lbs.  each,  at  ihe  rate  of  15  c.  (fifteen  cents)  per  lb.,  in  plugs  of  eight  to  the 

pound,  if  to  be  procured  conveniently.     Mr.  M'Laughlin  is  not  prepared  to  make  a  positive 

arrangement    until    he    has    again    consulted    with    you ;  and  in  the  event  of  your  being 

di=po>e(i   to  carry  such   into   effect,  it  is   understood   that  you  are  to  send  an  express  to 

St.  Peter's,  so  as  to  reach  St-  Lnuis  in  June  next,  stating  where  you  intend  establishing 

posts,  and  all  other  necessary  particulars,  when  a  regular  coniract  will  be   made  out,  and 

forwarded  to  you.     The  expenses  of  the  messenger  from  St.  Peter's  to  St.  Louis  and  back, 

will  be  defrayed  by  the  Company;  but  it  is  understood  that  the  trade-  is  to   be  carried  on 

with  the  Lidians  now  north  of  the  river  La   Souri ;  the  trade  to  be  made  in  the  name 

of  P.  Choteau,  jun.,  k  Co. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(signed)         K.  Mackenzie, 


Mr, 
/.  M'Laughlin. 

11  June  1857. 
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5066.  Mr.  Christy.]  From  your  own  knowledge,  assuming  that  you  have 
yourself  traded  in  furs  within  the  limits  of  the  exclusive  territory  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Comp.my,  do  you  believe  that  the  low  price  of  which  you  have 
spoken,  given  to  the  Indians  as  a  remuneration  for  their  hunting,  is  productive 
of  this  illicit  trade,  or  smuggling  trade,  as  we  may  say  :  —I  think  so  naturally ; 
it  is  the  very  great  remuneration  which  induces  it. 

5067.  Do  you  think  then  that  the  furs  are  better  paid  for,  at  a  higher  rate  by 
those  persons  who  obtain  them  illegally,  if  I  may  use  the  term,  or  contrary  to 
the  proclamation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  than  those  of  which  the  Com- 
pany possess  themselves  ? — Invariably  ;  they  pay  more  to  get  them. 

5068.  Just  explain  that  ? — They  invariably  pay  more  for  their  furs  to  the 
Indians  so  as  to  procure  them  at  a  certain  price ;  and  that  which  they  can  sell 
them  at  is  quite  enough  for  their  venture. 

.^oGg.  Mr.  Grogcm^  Are  the  half-breeds  at  the  lied  River  Settlement  aware 
of  that  difference  in  price  for  the  furs  as  paid  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
and  the  American  Companies  ? — They  are  perfectly  aware  of  it. 

5070.  Is  it  to  that  knowledge  that  is  any  way  to  be  imputed  the  dissatisfac- 
tion (the  ferment,  1  think,  ^^  as  the  word  which  you  used),  which  has  prevailed 
in  the  colony  at  times  ?— That  is  one  of  the  causes ;  that  and  prohibiting  them 
altogether  from  adopting  that  mode  of  traffic, 

5071.  Are  the  native  Indians  aware  of  that  difference? — They  are;  and 
whenever  they  can  get  an  opportunity  they  sell  their  furs  at  the  outposts. 

5072.  Chairman.']  Has  the  American  Fur  Company  any  exclusive  privileges 
0,24— Sess.  2.  N  N  2  of 


284  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

jVIr.  of  any  kind  ? — No  ;  any  person  can  get  a  licence  who  can  get  sufficient  security 

J.  3I'Laughlin.     with  regard  to  spirituous  liquors. 

5073.  Can  any  American  engage  in  the  fur  trade  without  belonging  to  the 

XI  June  1857.      American  Fur  Trade  Company  ? — Any  American  can  do  so. 

5074.  A  Kcence  is  given  to  every  one  who  applies  who  will  comply  with  the 
terms  of  the  licence  ?— Yes, 

5075.  By  whom  is  that  hcence  given  r — By  an  Indian  Commissioner  appointed 
for  the  purpose  at  the  different  points.  There  is  one  at  Fort  Snelling,  another 
off  on  the  Missouri,  and  so  on,  taking  the  line  of  Indian  country. 

5076.  Do  those  commissioners  act  under  the  general  Government,  or  under 
the  State  Government?  — Under  the  general  Government. 

5077.  Mr.  Christy. 1  Do  you  think  that  where  an  unrestricted  trade  is  carried 
on,  the  barter  consists  improperly  of  spirits  ;  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  American 
Fur  Company  ?— I  think  that  very  little  spirits  get  into  the  American  territory 
at  all ;  I  have  travelled  a  good  deal  among  them,  and  been  at  their  posts,  and 
at  different  places  among  the  Indians,  and  I  never  saw  spirits  yet  among  the 
Americans. 

5078.  Do  you  believe  in  the  statement  which  has  been  frequently  made,  that 
a  greater  amount  of  spirits  is  given  in  exchange  for  furs  on  the  American  side 
of  the  boundary,  than  is  given  on  the  northern  or  Hudson's  Bay  side  of  the 
boundary  r — I  think  much  more  is  given  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the 
district  of  country  which  I  am  acquainted  with  ;  of  course  I  could  not  speak 
outside  of  a  certain  point.  I  could  not  speak  of  the  westward  of  the  Missouri, 
but  I  could  speak  of  that  portion  of  the  country  from  Lake  Superior  to  the 
Missouri. 

5079.  I  do  not  want  any  comparison  in  this  question  which  I  am  putting  to 
you,  but  I  want  an  impartial  opinion  if  I  can  obtain  one,  based  upon  your  own 
knowledge ;  I  understand  you  to  say,  that  where  the  trade  is  unrestricted,  the 
improper  use  of  spirits  does  not  exist  as  a  matter  of  barter  for  furs  ? — It  does 
not  exist  in  that  portion  of  the  country  which  I  am  acquainted  with  in  the 
Indian  territory. 

5080.  Chairman.^  Are  you  at  all  cognisant  of  the  warfare  of  a  very  destruc- 
tive character  which  has  been  carried  on  between  the  white  man  and  the  red 
man  during  the  last  few  years,  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  ? — I  am 
perfectly  aAvare  of  it ;  it  has  not  been  occasioned  by  the  fur  trafficking,  but  by 
travelling  to  California  ;  it  has  not  been  in  the  fur  countries. 

5081 .  In  what  way  has  it  been  occasioned  by  the  travelling  to  California  ?  — 
By  so  many  different  characters  going  across  and  getting  into  conflict  with  the 
Indians;  doing  many  things  to  insult  them;  but  it  is  very  seldom  that  such 
contests  have  occurred  in  my  time.  An  occasional  case  has  occurred,  of 
course. 

5082.  Where  do  you  mean  ;  in  the  United  States? — I  mean  in  the  United 
States ;  you  must  travel  through  a  great  portion  of  the  United  States,  when 
you  are  leaving  the  Red  River,  to  reach  St.  Peter's. 

5083.  Those  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  carnage  have  been  of  a  very  shocking 
description,  have  they  not  ? — So  I  understand,  in  the  route  to  California. 

5084.  And  they  have  spread  very  extensively  through  the  Indian  tribes  in 
that  district,  have  they  not? — I  dare  say  they  have. 

5085.  During  all  that  time  there  has  been  perfect  peace  on  our  side  of  the 
frontier,  lias  there  not? — There  has  not  been  the  same  sort  of  traffic;  the 
country  has  not  been  opened  to  the  Oregon  territory  through  our  country,  and 
the  tribes  are  of  a  different  description  entirely.  They  are  rather  a  peaceable 
race.  All  those  Indians  northward  are  quite  a  different  race  from  the  Black 
Feet,  or  the  Mandans,  or  the  Sesutorie,  Sioux,  or  any  of  those  tribes.  The 
Chippewas  are  as  peaceable  a  race  as  possibly  can  be  in  the  American  territory 
about  Minesota.  The  JSioux,  immediately  in  the  district  of  Lacque  Parle,  and 
about  there,  are  a  very  peaceable  race,  and  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  them. 

.5086.  Mr.  Edivard  Ellice.']  Are  yon  aware  of  the  bloodshed  which  has 
lately  been  taking  place  in  Minesota  ? — I  am  not  aware.  I  have  not  had  much 
communication  latterly  with  it. 

5087.  Chairman.']  Have  you  no  apprehension  that  if  white  men  of  all  cha- 
racters find  descriptions  were  allowed  indiscriminately  to  trade  with  the  Indians 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  extensive  territory,  there  might  arise  disputes  and 

causes 
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causes  of  quarrel  between  them  and  the  Indians  which  might  lead  to  very  Mr. 

disastrous  results  of  the  same  description  r— I  think  not,  by  proper  legislation.  J'  M'Laugldin. 

5088.  You  think  thatj  even  under  those  circumstances,  jt  would  be  possible ~~ 

to  devise  a  system  which  would  maintain  law  and  prder  throughout  the  whole  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^T- 
of  that  immense  territory  ? — I  think  it  could  be  done  ea,sily  from  the  Red  River 

point. 

5089.  In  what  way,  starting  from  the  Red  River  point,  would  you  devise  a 
system  which  would  maintain  law  and  order  under  the  circumstances  which  I 
have  mentioned,  through  the  whole  of  that  enormous  territory  i' — You  cannot 
settle  that  country  in  a  day  ;  it  must  be  done  gradually.  Any  settlement  from 
Canada  must  come  vip  naturally,  and  very  gradually  indeed. 

5090.  I  am  speaking  of  a  state  of  things  in  which,  without  settlement,  there 
would  be  fur  traders  scattered  throughout  the  whole  of  this  country,  subject  to 
no  responsibility  except  their  own  individual  responsibility  ? — I  apprehend  no 
such  thing  if  it  were  only  from  the  traders  ;  if  it  \yere  open  to  competition,  with 
every  one.  I  might  if  there  were  two  powerful  companies  pitted  against  each 
other. 

5091.  Why  should  not  the  same  effects  be  prpduced  in  Canada  which  you 
have  stated  were  produced  in  the  United  States  when  the  travellers  to  California 
got  among  tiie  Indians  ? — On  account  of  the  difference  of  race. 

.5o9'2.   Do  you  mean  the  difference,  of  race  of  the  Indians  ? — Yes. 

5093.  Do  you  think  that  the  Indians  to  the  north  are  not  so  warlike,  and  not 
so  likely  to  resent  injury,  as  the  Indians  in  the  United  States  ?—I>Jo ;  they  are 
entirely  a  different  race  of  Indians.  ,1 

5094.  Are  not  some  of  the  northern  Indians  of  a  very  warlike  character  ?— 
No,  except  a  portion  of  the  Assiniboines,  who  sqm,etinies  come  in  contact 
with  the  Sioux,  or  Black  Feet ;  tlie  others  are  very  peaceable.  With  regard  to 
the  whites  they  live  in  perfect  term^  of  peace. 

5095.  Mr.  Grog-a«.]  Was  there  any  feeling  in  the  colony  when  you  vyere 
there  in  respect  to  American  citizens  coming  and  squatting  on  the  En^ish 
ground?— No;  at  that  time  Pembina  was  not  settled.  When  I  was  there 
there  was  nothing  but  a  mere  tr^,ding  post.  But  no  doubt,  if  the  country  is 
not  in  some  way  or  other  under  the  control  of  the  British  Government,  it  will 
be  the  case.  ; 

50Q6.  Do  you  know  anything  about,  the  vvpst  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  ; 
have  you  been  there  ? — I  know  nothing  of  th,e  country  to  the  westward  qf  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  ,^ 
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Richard  5/ajisAar6f,  Esquire,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

5097.  Chairman.]  I  believk  you  have  had  opportunities  of  becoming  ac-  B.,Blansliard,V.s. 
quainted  with  Vancouver's  Island? — I  was  there  nearly  two  years.  

5098.  In  what  capacity  ? — I  was  Governor.  15  June  1857. 

5099.  Were  you  the  first  Governor? — I  was  the  first  Governor. 

5100.  By  whom  were  you  appointed? — By  Her  Majesty. 

5101.  At  what  time  was  that? — I  left  England  in  1849. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  N  N  3  5102.  Was 
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R.  Blaiishard,Esq.      5 '02.  Was  Vancouver's  Island  at  that  time  in  any  manner  connected  with  the 

.'         Hudson's  Bay  Company  r — The  grant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  I  think 

15  June  1857.      ^^  dated  in  1848. 

5103.  So  that  you  were  the  first  Governor  of  Vancouver's  Island  after  that 
grant  ? — 1  was  ;  there  was  some  delay  I  believe  in  appointing  a  Governor. 

5104.  You  say  that  you  were  appointed  by  the  Crown  ;  in  what  relation  did 
you  conceive  yourself  to  stand  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ?— In  none  what- 
ever. 

5105.  What  was  your  impression  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  Vancouver's 
Island,  with  reference  to  its  adaptation  for  the  purposes  of  settlement? — My 
impression  was  that  it  was  very  well  adapted  for  an  English  settlement.  The 
climate  was  very  good  and  very  temperate,  and  it  seemed  to  be  neither  subject 
to  the  extremes  of  heat  nor  of  cold.  A  great  portion  of  the  soil  seemed  to  be 
very  fertile ;  there  was  a  good  deal  of  rock  ;  there  was  a  high  range  of  rocky 
mountains  in  the  centre  of  the  island.  The  eastern  part  of  the  island,  espe- 
cially next  the  American  continent,  is  very  well  adapted  for  cultivation. 

5 1 06.  It  is  well  covered  with  timber,  I  believe  } — It  is. 

5 1 07.  Fine  timber  ? — Large  pines  principally ;  there  is  a  little  oak,  but  I  fancy 
there  is  very  little. 

5108.  Did  you  go  much  about  the  island  while  you  were  there  ? — Not  a  very 
great  deal. 

5  1 09.  Is  it  difficult  to  travel  in  the  island  r — Very  difficult ;  there  were  no 
facihties  for  travelling  except  by  canoes ;  the  forests  were  exceedingly  thick, 
and  very  little  was  known  of  the  interior. 

5110.  Do  you  mean  that  it  is  a  sort  of  jungle  difficult  to  get  through  ? — The 
pine  forests  are  filled  with  underwood  and  brambles. 

5111.  Did  you  at  all  visit  the  adjacent  country  on  the  main  land? — Only 
once;  that  was  at  Nisqually,  in  the  Linited  States  territory. 

5112.  Do  you  know  the  country  about  Frazer's  River  r — No,  I  never  was 
there. 

f)  1 1 3.  Did  you  hear  enough  of  that  country  to  be  able  to  express  any  decided 
opinion  of  its  capabilities  for  settlement  ?  — I  have  heard  it  very  highly  spoken 
of  by  everybody  who  has  been  there,  as  being  extremely  fertile,  and  a  soil  of 
much  the  same  quality  as  in  Vancouver's  Island. 

51 14.  What  were  the  number  of  European  settlers  in  Vancouver's  Island  at 
the  period  when  you  left  it  ? — Of  bond  fide  settlers,  I  suppose,  about  30 

5115.  Do  you  mean  including  the  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? 
— No,  without  including  the  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  I  mean 
people  who  were  settled  there,  or  servants  of  the  Company  who  had  purchased 
land. 

5116.  Were  there  none  of  those  who  were  actually  in  the  service  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  that  time  who  occupied  land  there? — Very  few. 

5:17.  What  is  the  disposition  and  character  of  the  Indians  in  Vancouver's 
Island  ? — They  are  principally  what  you  may  call  fishing  Indians ;  they  are  a 
very  low  degraded  race ;  very  few  of  them  are  hunters. 

5118.  What  are  their  means  of  subsistence  "'■ — Principally  fishing. 

5119.  The  fisheries  are  very  abundant  I  imagine  ? — The  fisheries  are  verv 
abundant  there.  The  means  which  the  Indians  have  of  taking  fish  are  extremely 
rude  ;  very  clumsy  hooks  and  lines  ;  but  still  they  get  a  very  large  supply  of  fish. 

5120.  What  are  the  fish  which  they  catch? — Salmon,  halibut,  herrings, 
and  a  fish  called  the  woolikan,  which  is  very  much  the  same  as  the  pilchard. 

5121.  Had  you  any  opportunity  of  fi-rming  an  opinion  of  the  productiveness 
of  tiie  coal  mines  of  Vancouver's  Island  ?— The  coal  mines  which  are  now  worked 
at  Nanaimo  were  not  discovered  while  I  was  there ;  there  was  a  small  quantity 
found  up  at  Fort  Rupert,  and  some  miners  were  sent  out ;  but  the  accounts 
which  had  been  sent  to  England  of  these  coal  mines  were  so  very  much  exag- 
gerated that  they  soon  gave  over  working  them ;  the  coal,  which  had  been 
reported  to  be  three  feet  thick,  was  in  reality  only  about  15  or  16  inches;  it 
had  been  found  cropping  out  of  a  bank,  and  the  Indians  liad  dug  out  small 
quantities  with  their  axes,  with  very  great  labour. 

5122.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  very  limited  resort  of  settlers  to  Van- 
couver's Island,  which  took  place  while  you  were  there  ? — I  think,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  restrictions  which  there  were  upon  their  obtaining  land. 

5123.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  restrictions  ?— -The  high  price. 

5124.  What 
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5124.  What  was  the  price  ?— A  pound  an  acre.  R.  Bhtuhard,  Esqi 

5125.  Is  not  1 1,  an  acre  the  price  generally  charged  for  land  in  the  colonial         

possessions  of  England  ?— It  is  in  some  parts  ;  I  believe  it  is  in  some  parts  of     ^5  June  1857. 
Australia ;  but  it  is  not  so  in  Canada  or  in  New  Brunswick. 

5126.  Do  you  think  that  a  low  price  of  land,  as  a  general  system,  is  advan- 
tageous to  a  colony  ?— Perhaps  hardly  so  low  as  it  is  sold  in  some  of  the  JVorth 
American  colonies;  but  still  1  I.  an  acre  is  very  high,  because  it  is  far  higher 
than  it  is  sold  in  the  United  States  immediately  adjoining. 

51  27.  Mr.  Grogati.']  Can  you  state  the  rate  at  which  th€  land  is  sold  in  the 
United  States  ? — They  were  making  free  grants  in  Oregon. 

5128.  Viscount  GociericL]  You  say  that  one  of  the  great  obstructions  to 
settlement  was  the  price  of  land  ;  were  there  any  other  difficulties  besides  the 
price  in  the  way  of  obtaining  land  in  ^Vancouver's  Island?— There  was  also  a 
condition  in  the  land  sales  that  every  purchaser  of  100  acres  should  bring  out 
five  labourers  from  England,  which  of  course  to  people  who  purchase  it  on  the 
spot  is  an  insuperable  bar. 

5129.  Were  there  faciUties  afforded  for  persons  obtaining  information  as  to 
the  price  of  land  and  the  position  in  which  it  could  be  purchased,  and  things 
of  that  kind ;  supposing  a  settler  went  to  Vancouver's  Island  from  California, 
could  he  obtain  that  information  with  facility  ?— No,  I  reallv  do  not  know 
where  he  would  have  obtained  it. 

'»i3<).  Did  you  «ver  hear  of  any  instances  of  difficulties  of  that  kind? — Yes  ; 
I  remember  that  a  man  came  from  California  who  had  been  digging  there ;  he 
was  an  Englishman,  from  some  part  of  Cheshire  ;  I  think  his  name  was  Cham- 
berlain, if  I  recollect  rightly. 

51.3'-  Mr.  Edward  Jillke.]  Chancellor. — Chancellor-,  his  name  had  quite 
escaped  me.  He  said  that  he  had  been  digging  with  a  party  of  Englishmen, 
who  were  still  in  California,  and  that  they  had  sent  him  to  "know  upon  what 
terms  land  was  to  be  got  in  Vancouver's  Island,  with  the  idea  of  coming  there 
and  settling ;  that  they  wished  to  remain  as  British  subjects.  After  being  there 
for  about  a  week  he  came  to  me  and  said  that  he  was  quite  unable  to  obtain 
any  information  of  any  kind. 

5132.  Mr.  Roebuck.^  Was  there  any  survey  of  the  island,  or  of  any  part  of 
the  island  ? — I  believe  some  portion  of  it  has  been  surveyed  since. 

5  133.  But  was  there  any  when  you  were  there  ? — Very  little ;  there  had  been 
a  survey  of  their  own  claim,  commenced  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5134.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  "  survey  of  their  own  claim"  ? — Tiiere  was  a 
portion  of  land  which  they  marked  out  which  was  claimed  by  themselves.  I 
think  it  was  supposed  to  contain  10  square  miles. 

513.5.  In  what  part  of  the  island  was  that  ?— Round  Fort  Victoria. 

.'5136.  And  that  they  claimed  as  their  own  property? — That  they  claimed  as 
their  own  property. 

5137.  I  thought  that  all  tiie  island  was  conceded  to  them? — True,  but 
then  it  was  on  condition  of  selhng  the  land ;  this  they  claimed  as  their  own 
reserve. 

5138.  And  this  they  would  not  sell  ? — This  they  did  not  intend  to  sell. 

5139.  They  would  not  sell  it  ? — They  would  not  sell  it. 

5140.  Was  that  round  any  part  which  was  settled? — It  was  where  the  only 
settlement  was  except  at  Fort  Rupert. 

5141.  And  they  refused  entirely  to  sell  that  land  ?— They  refused  to  sell  it. 

5142.  Was  that  no  obstruction  to  colonisation? — I  should  say  that  it  was  a 
very  great  one. 

.5143.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Was  there  any  money  paid  to  the  Colonial  Exchequer 
for  that  ten  miles  of  land  by  the  Company  ? — I  do  not  know  whether  any  has 
been  paid  since ;  there  was  none  paid  at  the  time. 

5144.  At  the  time  of  which  you  speak,  the  Company  exercised  the  right  of 
not  selling  any  part  of  that  land,  or  allowing  any  settler  to  purchase  it  ? — Yes. 

5145.  Were  there  uny  of  their  own  servants  located  on  that  ten  miles  ? — Yes, 
two  or  three. 

5 1 46.  Did  they  purchase  the  land  from  the  Company  ? — That  I  really  cannot 
tell.     I  never  heard  of  any  money  being  paid. 

5147.  Mr.  Roebuck. ']  Have  you  a  copy  of  your  commission;  I  suppose  you 
had  a  commission? — I  lost  all  my  papers  coming  home,  in  the  River  Chardress  ; 
they  were  under  water  for  several  hours.     I  still  have  the  parchment  of  my 
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£  BlansJiurd  Esq    Commission,  but  it  is  illegible.     I  imagine  that  there  are  copies  in  the  Colonial 

■ !_      Office. 

35  June  1857.         5 '48.  Viscount  Goderich.]  What  salary  did  you  receive  from  the  Company 
as  Governor  of  Vancouver's  Island  ? — None  wiiatever. 

5149.  Did  you  receive  no  remuneration  for  your  services  in  that  capacity?  — 
Nothing  whatever.     I  was  promised  1 ,000  acres  of  land  when  I  went  out. 

51.50.  Mr.  RothucL]  By  whom? — By  Sir  John  Pelly,  who  was  then  the  Go- 
vernor of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  When  I  was  leaving  the  island,  a 
servant,  who  had  gone  with  me  from  England,  was  rather  anxious  to  remain 
there  as  a  settler,  and  I  claimed  100  acres  of  those  1,000  acres.  Mr.  Douglas, 
who  was  the  agent  for  the  land  there,  nominally  evaded  giving  me  any  kind  of 
title  to  it,  and  said  that  I  should  get  it  more  easily  settled  in  England.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  declined  to  make  it  over  to  me,  and  said  that  those 
1,000  acres  of  land  were  merely  intended  for  rhe  Governor  for  the  time  being. 

5151.  So  that  he  was  to  enjoy  the  wild  waste  while  he  lived  there? — Exactly 
so. 

5152.  And  to  get  no  property  in  the  land? — Yes. 

,5153'  Were  you  given  to  understand  that  when  you  went  there? — No,  cer- 
tainly not,  because  Sir  John  Pelly  had  told  me  that  I  might  select  such  por- 
tions of  land  as  I  thought  would  turn  out  valuable,  and  that  they  would  sell 
advantageously. 

5 1 54.  Have  you  any  evidence  that  Sir  John  Pelly  said  that :  have  you  any 
writing  ? — It  is  merely  what  passed  between  him  and  myself. 

5155.  He  did  not  put  it  upon  paper? — He  did  not. 

51 56.  Had  you  any  salary  from  the  Crown  r — None  whatever ;  the  charter  to 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  provided  that  they  should  pay  all  civil  and  military 
expenses. 

5157.  Had  you  no  salary  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — None  what- 
ever. 

51.^8.  So  that  you  passed  your  two  years  there  and  got  nothing  by  it? — 
Nothing  whatever.  All  that  I  ever  received  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
was  175  I.  for  my  passage  out  there,  and  it  cost  me  about  300/. 

.5159.  Did  anybody  pay  your  passage  back?— I  had  a  free  passage  as  far  as' 
San  Francisco  by  a  sloop  of  war ;  the  rest  of  the  passage  was  at  my  own 
expense. 

.51O0.  Chairman.]  Do  you  mean  that  you  accepted  the  governorship  of  thi& 
colony,  with  the  understanding  that  you  were  to  get  nothing  whatever  for  your 
services  in  that  respect  ? — Nothing  at  the  first  beginning.  1  was  certainly  led 
to  believe  that  colonial  settlers  would  flock  out  there ;  that  all  facilities  would 
be  given  to  them  ;  and  that  of  course  as  the  colony  increased  a  civil  list  would 
be  formed  ;  that  the  land  sales  and  the  royalties  on  the  coal  would  produce  a 
considerable  colonial  revenue. 

5161.  Mr.  Grogan.']  And  those  expectations,  with  the  grant  of  1,000  acres  of 
land,  to  be  selected  by  yourself,  were  your  inducements  for  going  to  the  colony  ? 
—  Just  so,  and  moreover  I  also  hoped  that  my  services  would  be  considered  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  afterwards. 

5 '162.  Viscount  Goderich.']  Did  you  find  living  there  cheap  or  dear? — It  cost 
me  as  nearly  as  possible  ],100/.  a  year  to  live  there;  the  price  of  everything 
was  regulated  by  that  in  California,  and  as  the  gold  fever  was  then  at  its  height, 
living  there  was  of  course  extremely  expensive. 

5163.  I  believe  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  servants  receive  their 
goods  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  the  rest  of  the  colony,  do  they  not? — I  think  they 
had  three  several  prices  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  stores  at  that  time,  one 
for  the  superior  officers  of  the  Company,  another  for  the  servants,  and  a  third, 
which  they  called  their  casli  price,  at  which  they  sold  the  goods  to  settlers. 

.5U)4.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  difference  between  those  three 
prices  ? — The  officers  received  their  goods  at  33  per  cent,  increase  upon  the 
cost  price,  the  servants  and  inferior  officers  varying  from  50  to  100,  and  the  cash 
price  ^vas  regulated  by  the  price  in  CaUfornia,  as  nearly  as  they  could  do  it. 

5165.  How  much  was  thatr^ — Generally  about  300  per  cent. 

litiU.  You  being  Governor  of  Vancouver's  Island,  at  which  of  those  prices 
did  you  purchase  your  goods? — At  the  cash  price,  as  a  stranger. 

5167.  That  is  at  about  300  per  cent,  over  the  cost  price?— Yes. 

5iti8.   Chairman.]    Do   you   think   that   the    gold   fields   in  California   had 

nothing 
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nothing  to  do  with  preventing  settlers  from  going  to  Vancouver's  Island,  who  b.  Blanshard, 'Esq. 

might  otherwise  have  gone  there  ? — I  doubt  it  very  much.  

,"5169.  Why  so? — I  think  that  there  were  a  great  many   Englishmen  in      15  June  1857. 
California,  who  after  they  had  collected  a  little  gold  there,  would  have  flocked 
over  to  Vancouver's  Island,  as  settlers,  wishing  to  remain  British  subjects. 

5170.  Mr.  Christy.]  Do  you  think  that  the  discouraging  accounts  which 
came  to  this  country  from  Vancouver's  Islandj  soon  after  your  going  there, 
materially  operated  against  the  colonisation  of  that  island  ?— I  liever  heard 
of  it. 

5171.  Do  you  think  that  the  accounts  which  were  known  in  England, 
perhaps  from  yourself,  and  from  other  people,  did  not  opferate  as  a  discourage- 
ment to  persons  going  out  to  settle  in  Vancouver's  Island?  — I  hardly  think  so  ; 
they  may  have  done  so,  certainly. 

5172.  Mr.  Grogan.]  I  understocid  you  to  say  that  a  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  (.-hancellor  came  to  Vancouver'^  Island,  on  the  part  of  some  Englishmen,  to 
look  for  land  ? — That  was  his  account. 

.5173.  And  he  failed  to  get  any  information  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  warrant 
their  going  there  as  English  settlers  r — Yes. 

."5 1 74.  Was  not  that  a  discouragement  to  those  settlers,  or  wbuld-be  settlers,' 
to  go  there? — He  went  back  to  California,  and  I  apprehend  that  he  would  carfjr 
that  account  with  him. 

.5175.  I  understand  your  answer  then  to  be  that  you  are  not  aware  that  the 
discouraging  accounts  from  Vancouver's  Island  discouraged  settlei^s  '  from  this 
country? — Yes.  ;. 

5 1 76.  Mr.  Christy  I]  Tliat  did  not  conie  within  your  knowledge  at  all  ? — That 
is  so. 

5177.  Living  there,  you  did  not  hear  of  it  ? — Just  so. 

5178.  Viscount  Ooderieh.]  Might  not  you,  when  you  found  that  ydu  paid 
this  large  per-centage  upon  goods,  have  exported  goods  yourself  from  England 
in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Conipany's  ships  ? — I  believe  that  nominally  I  might  havfe 
done  so,  but  still  there  was  great  difficulty  about  it,  because  my  agents  in 
London  found  that  they  could  never  ascertain  at  what  time  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  ship  sailed. 

,5179.  Did  they  take  any  pains  to  ascertain  it  ? — By  inquiry  at  the  Hudson's 
Bay  House,  where  they  were  promised  that  they  should  have  due  notice  of  the 
ships  as  they  sailed,  and  the  next  thing  they  generally  heard  was  that  the  ship 
had  gone.  That  happened  on  two  occasions,  and  as  the  ships  did  not  go  very 
often,  missing  two  ships  running  was  rather  a  serious  thing  to  a  man  who 
depended  for  his  supplies  upon  England. 

5180.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  By  what  Colonial  Minister  were  you  appointed  Go- 
vernor ? —  By  Lord  Grey. 

5181.  What  previous  knowledge  had  you  of  colonisation  or  colonial  govern- 
jnent  ? — I  had  been  in  one  or  two  of  the  West  India  islands  ;  I  had  been  in 
British  Honduras,  and  I  had  been  in  India. 

ft  182.  And  upon  the  ground  of  the  experience  which  you  there  gained,  you 
thought  that  you  could  make  a  good  Governor  of  Vancouver's  Island  ? — I  saw 
no  reason  to  beheve  the  contrary. 

5183.  When  you  got  to  Vancouver's  island,  had  you  anything  to  do?— Very 
little  indeed,  except  to  regulate  the  disputes  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany's officers  and  their  servants. 

5184.  So  that,  in  fact,  as  far  as  government  was  concerned,  you  had  no 
duties  to  perform  ? — None  whatever,  except  as  an  ordinary  magistrate,  to  decide 
the  disputes  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  officers  and  servants. 

5185.  Were  there  many  of  those  disputes  ?— A  great  many. 

5186.  On  what  ground? — Discontent  among  the  servants. 

5187.  At  being  ill-treated  by  the  Company  ?— They  considered  themselves 
ill-treated ;  that  they  had  been  brought  out  there  under  a  delusion,  and  had 
been  promised  many  things  which  were  not  fulfilled. 

5 1  88.  Did  you  investigate  those  complaints  ?^ — Yes. 

5189.  Did  you  find  them  at  all  well  founded  ?— Some  were,  and  some  were 
not ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  among  the  people. 

51^0.  Was  it  well  grounded  ? — A  good  many  complaints  were. 

5191.  What  was  the  sort  of  complaints;  did  they  say  that  they  were  pro- 
mised lanH  ? — No,  they  were  not  promised  land,  but  they  were  promised  a  great 
many  comforts  and  conveniences,  and  were  led  to  expect  a  far  more  com- 
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R.  Blanshard,  Esq.  fortable  life,  and  higher  wages  than  they  received ;  but  still  they  were  all  there 

under  agreement. 

15  June  1857.  5 1  g2.  So  that,  in  fact,  it  was  no  colony  at  all  ? — It  was  nothing  more  than  a 

fur  trading  post,  or  very  little  more. 

5193.  Was  there  any  fur  hunting  on  the  island  ? — Very  little  indeed. 

5194.  Is  the  island  capable  of  bearing  wild  animals  fit  for  hunting  r— There 
is  a  good  deal  of  game  on  it ;  deer. 

5195.  I  suppose  it  is  a  trading  post  ?— It  is  more  of  a  trading  post ;  a  dep6t 
for  the  posts  in  the  interior. 

5196.  As  regards  any  colonisation  of  the  island,  there  was  no  attempt  made 
on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  do  that  ?— Very  little  indeed  ;  they  brought 
over  cattle  from  Oregon,  and  they  had  cultivated  a  little  land  round  the  fort. 

5 1 97.  But  as  far  as  their  influence  went,  it  prohibited  colonisation  ? — I  should 
say  that  it  did. 

5198.  Viscount  Goc/mcA.]  Can  you  give  the  Committee  any  more  details  as 
to  the  state  of  the  Indians  on  the  island,  and  the  mode  of  the  Company  in 
dealing  with  them  ? — The  Indians  were  always  very  kindly  treated  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5199.  There  were  cases  (I  do  not  know  whether  they  occurred  while  you 
were  there)  of  persons  being  murdered  by  Indians  ? — There  were  three  men 
murdered  « bile  1  was  there ;  they  had  run  away  from  Fort  Rupert,  with  the 
intention  of  getting  on  board  a  vessel  which  was  then  taking  in  coal,  to  carry  it 
to  California  ;  these  three  men  were  murdered  a  few  miles  from  Fort  Rupert  by 
the  Indians. 

5200.  What  steps  did  you  take  in  consequence  ;  was  any  punishment  inflicted 
upon  the  Indians  ?  -Some  time  afterwards  there  was  a  sloop  of  war  there,  the 
"  Daphne  "  ;  and  I  requested  the  Admiral  on  the  station  to  leave  her  there  for 
a  short  time,  till  I  could  take  some  steps  for  apprehending  those  Indians. 

5201.  Mr.  Roebuck.'^  You  have  been  asked  what  induced  you  to  go  out: 
what  induced  you  to  leave  Vancouver's  Island  ? — Partly  ill  health,  and  partly 
the  great  expense  which  I  was  put  to,  which  I  was  certainly  unprepared  for. 

5202.  Had  you  any  successor? — A  successor  was  not  appointed  while  I  was 
there  ;  but  I  received  a  letter  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  stating  that 
Mr.  Douglas  had  been  recommended  to  the  Government  as  my  successor,  and 
they  expected  that  he  would  be  appointed  Governor. 

5203.  Did  you  leave  the  island  before  he  arrived  ? — He  was  there  at  the  time. 
I  nominated  a  council,  that  is  to  say,  three  members,  which  was  the  smallest 
that  could  form  a  quorum,  of  which  I  appointed  him  the  senior  niember. 

5204.  Would  any  great  mischief  have  happened  if  there  had  been  no 
governor  at  all  ? — There  would  have  been  a  great  deal  of  quarrelling ;  it  was 
necessary  that  somebody  should  be  at  the  head ;  that  there  should  be  some 
kind  of  law  on  the  island,  and  to  enforce  it. 

520,5.  Was  not  there  a  Company's  servant  there? — Yes;  but  there  were 
people  there  who  were  independent  of  the  Company  then,  and  they  would  not 
take  the  law  from  him. 

.5206.  How  was  justice  administered:  was  there  a  recorder,  or  anybody  to 
administer  justice  ? — J  did  it  all  myself ;  I  had  no  means  of  paying  a  recorder  a 
salary  ;  there  were  no  colonial  funds. 

,5207.  I  suppose  you  were  not  cognizant  of  the  law :  you  were  not  brought 
up  to  the  law,  were  you  ? — I  had  been  called  to  the  Bar. 

5208.  And  in- that  capacity  you  administered  justice  there  ? — Yes. 

5209.  So  that  you  were  Governor  and  justice.  Had  you  constables  ? — Yes. 
When  I  wanted  a  constable,  I  swore  one  in. 

5210.  Viscount  (joderich.]  Did  you  ever  have  a  dispute  with  Mr.  Douglas 
about  the  register  of  a  ship  ? — Yes. 

5211.  Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  circumstances  of  that  dispute? — 
It  was  a  schooner,  I  think,  called  the  "  C'adborough,"  and  the  master  of  her, 
who  had  just  been  appointed,  brought  me  the  register,  and  said  that  he  was  not 
at  all  satisfied  with  the  alteration  which  had  been  made  in  the  register,  and  he 
asked  whether  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  servants  had  any  right  to  make 
these  alterations.  On  referring  to  the  Navigation  Act,  1  concluded  that  they 
had  not,  and  I  told  him  so.  However,  the  next  day,  or  the  day  after  that,  he 
went  to  sea  without  seeing  me  on  the  subject. 

5212.  Mr.  Edward  El/ice.]  The  "  Cadborough "  was  the  property  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  '! — She  was. 

5213.  Mr. 
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5213.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  Was  the  register  properly  signed  at  the  time  S.  Blans/mrd,EBci. 
she  went  to  sea  ?— She  went  to  sea  with  the  register  signed  by  Mr.  Douglas.  — 

5214.  Had  he  any  authority  whatever  to  sign  it  ?-  None  whatever.  I  told  the      15  June  ,1857. 
master  this,  and told  him  that  if  he  would  bring  me  the  register  I  would  sign  it. 

5215.  He  did  not  bring  the  register  ?— He  did  not  bring  the  register. 

5216.  You  were  the  only  person  on  the  island  with  authority  to  sign  the 
register  of  the  ship  ?  — I  was. 

521  7.  So  that  Mr.  Douglas  signed  that  register  illegally  } — He  did. 

5218.  Mr.  Hoebuck.]  Was  that  before  you  had  given  the  Company  to  under- 
stand that  you  would  resign  ? — Before  it  was  known  there. 

5219.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.'\  You  were  stiU  acting  as  Governor? — I  was 
still  Governor. 

5220.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Mr.  Douglas  did  not  consider  himself  then  your  locum 
tenens  ? — He  was  not  my  locum  teneiis  in  any  manner,  nor  was  he  even  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council. 

_  5221.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  you  know  what  register  the  ship  had  pre- 
viously sailed  under  ? — The  same  register  which  had  been  signed  over  and  over 
again,  on  every  change  of  masters,  by  the  resident  chief  factor  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company. 

5222.  Mr.  Boebuck.]  Was  Mr.  Douglas  resident  chief  factor  ?— He  was. 

5223.  So  that  he  merely  did  what  his  predecessors  had  done? — Yes. 

.5224.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.']  Although  the  condition  of  the  island  was 
completely  changed  ? — Yes. 

5225.  The  island  was  not  before  considered  as  a  colony  ?— There  was  no 
authority  in  the  island  before  to  sign  the  register,  but  it  had  always  been  signed 
by  the  chief  factor ;  I  believe  it  is  customary  under  the  Navigation  Act. 

5226.  When  the  "  Cadborough"  came  back,  what  course  did  you  pursue  ? — I 
sent  for  the  master,  and  ordered  him  to  produce  his  register,  and  on  its  being 
produced,  I  pointed  out  to  him  that  it  had  been  illegally  signed,  and  I  sum- 
moned both  him  and  Mr.  Douglas  to  account  for  it. 

5227.  In  what  way;  before  what  tribunal  did  you  summon  them  ?  — Before 
myself. 

5228.  Did  you  bind  them  over  in  any  way  to  appear  ? — I  bound  them  over 
to  appear  if  called  upon, 

5229.  What  surety  did  you  take? — Their  personal  security. 

5230.  Mr.  Roebuck.}  Were  they  ever  called  upon? — I  imagine  not,  for  I 
left  the  island  very  shortly  afterwards. 

5231.  Mr.  Christy.]  Is  the  character  of  the  native  tribes  in  Vancouver's  Island 
warlike  ? — In  the  north  they  are  a  very  fierce  and  warlike  set ;  about  Fort  Rupert. 

5232.  From  your  own  knowledge,  can  you  say  so  ;'  did  you  come  in  contact 
with  any  of  the  tribes  r — They  were  tiie  same  Indians  who  had  murdered  the 
three  sailors. 

5233.  What  was  their  character  ?  — They  were  a  hunting  tribe,  and  they  were 
considered  one  of  the  most  warlike  tribes,  for  a  small  tribe,  on  the  whole  coast. 

.5234.  Were  the  Company's  servants,  or  you  as  Governor,  or  persons  under 
your  control,  at  all  thrown  in  communication  with  these  Indians  ? — They  used 
to  visit  the  trading  post  at  Fort  Rupert  continually  to  trade  in  furs. 

5235.  Did  they  exercise  any  control  over  them  ? — None  whatever. 

5236.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  But  were  those  Indians  any  obstruction  to  colonisa- 
tion ? — The  northern  part  of  the  island,  I  think,  they  have  never  attempted  to 
colonise  ;  it  is  merely  a  fiu;-trading  post,  and  they  do  not  go  very  far  from  the 
walls. 

5237.  But  would  any  settlers  be  afraid  of  the  Indians  ? — !  should  fancy  not. 

5238.  In  fact,  those  Indians  are  no  obstacle  to  the  colonisation  of  the  island? 
—  No.     In  fact,  down  in  the  south,  about  Fort  Victoria,  they  are  very  useful. 

5239.  Have  you  had  any  experience  of  the  red  man  on  the  continent  of 
America  ? — Not  in  North  America. 

5240.  You  are  not  aware  that  he  invariably  disappears  as  the  civilised  man 
comes  on  ?—  1  cannot  say  so- from  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  believe  that  it  is  a 
well-known  fact,  and  it  would  be  the  case  in  Vancouver's  Island. 

5241.  Then  if  colonisation  were  to  take  place  in  Vancover's  Island  we  should 
hear  very  little  more  of  the  Indian? — Very  little  more. 

5242.  In  fact,  though  it  may  seem  to  be  an  inhuman  statement  to  make,  the 
sooner  they  get  rid  of  the  Indians  the  better? — I  believe  it  is  what  the  United 
States'  people  call  improving  them. 

,0.24-^Sess.  2.  O  O  2  5243.  Improving 
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R.  Blanshard,  Esq.       5243.  Improving  them  off  the  face  of  the  land  ? — Exactly  so. 

5244.  Mr.  Christy.']  Do  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  provide  these  Indians 

15  June  1857.  with  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  ? — They  sell  them  a  large 
quantity  of  arms  and  ammunition  in  Vancouver's  Island ;  not  only  for  the  pur- 
poses of  hunting,  but  fOr  warlike  purposes  and  for  purposes  of  self-defence. 
The  Indians  are  very  well  supplied  with  fire-arms  there,  and  of  a  very  excellent 
quality. 

5245.  Viscount  Goderkh.]  Do  you  think  that  that  conduces  to  the  safety  of 
a  small  white  community  ? — I  do  not  think  that  it  at  all  conduces  to  it. 

524^).  Mr.  Roebuck.]  In  taking  into  view  the  colonisation  of  Vancouver's 
Island  the  Indians  would  not  enter  as  an  item  of  consideration  at  all,  would 
they  ? — They  are  very  useful  at  first ;  they  have  no  objection  to  hire  themselves 
as  labourers. 

5247.  Supposing  that  you  had  anything  like  a  colony  there,  the  colony  would 
take  no  regard  of  the  Indians ;  the  Indians  would  not  be  an  item  of  considera- 
tion, would  they  ?  —  Do  you  mean  as  an  enemy  : 

.5 -'48.  In  any  way  ?— Yes ;  I  think  while  they  remained  there  they  would 
find  them  very  useful. 

,5249.  80  that,  so  far  from  their  being  an  obstruction  to  colonisation,  you 
think  that  they  would  be  an  assistance? — Yes. 

/)2",c'.  I  suppose  they  have  no  settled  habits? — Yes;  at  Victoria  there  is  a 
large  Indian  town  which  they  inhabit  during  a  great  part  of  the  year  ;  there 
are  well  and  heavily  built  wooden  houses. 

52,51.  All  populations  living  upon  fish  are  usually  degraded  populations,  are 
they  not  ? — ^o  far  as  my  knowledge  and  experience  go. 

5252.  These  Indians  do  not  live  upon  hunting? — No  ;  very  few  of  them  live 
on  hunting. 

.')253.  The  island  does  not  afford  the  means  of  doing  so;  there  are  no 
buffalo  ? — There  are  no  buffalo. 

5-54.  Do  they  subsist  entirely  by  fishing  ? — Almost  entirely ;  they  kill  a  few 
deer,  occasionally,  and  smaller  animals. 

525').  What  boats  have  they? — Canoes  cut  from  single  trees;  principally 
from  pine, 

5256.  Are  they  of  a  rude  description  ? — No  ;  they  are  very  well  constructed, 
and  some  of  them  of  a  very  large  size. 

52,'i7.  Do  they  trade  with  one  another,  or  with  anybody  else ;  have  they 
anything  to  trade  in  ? — Nothing  but  furs  and  fish. 

5258.  Furs  they  cannot  get  upon  the  island  ? — No. 

5259.  Fish  they  catch  in  the  sea  ? — Fish  they  catch  in  the  sea. 

5260.  Have  they  any'  consumers ;  anybody  to  whom  they  can  trade  that 
fish? — Merely  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  settlers. 

5261.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  stated  that  there  were  about  30  independent 
settlers  in  the  island  when  you  were  there  ? — About  that. 

5262.  Do  they  rear  any  quantity  of  corn  or  produce  more  than  they  require 
for  their  own  consumption  ? — They  had  only  just  commenced  settling  then, 
and  there  was  no  corn  produced,  except  on  the  land  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company. 

5263.  They  did  not  feel  any  want  then  of  a  market? — They  did  not  then. 

5264.  During  the  time  that  you  were  Governor  did  you  hear  any  complaints 
made  that  the  produce  exported  from  Vancouver's  Island  to  San  Francisco  was 
under  a  heavier  duty  than  the  American  produce  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
Sound?— I  do  not  remember  hearing  it  said  so,  but  I  do  not  think  that  there 
was  any  produce  exported  then  except  a  cargo  or  two  of  lumber,  and  I  do  not 
remember  hearing  what  duty  was  charged  upon  it.  The  wheat  that  was  grown 
was  not  sent  to  San  Francisco  ;  it  was  generally  sent  to  Sitka,  and  sold  in  the 
Russian  territory. 

5265.  Mr.  Gregson.]  Were  there  any  settlers  in  Vancouver's  Island  with  their 
famihes  ?-  There  was  a  Scotch  family  of  the  name  of  Muir. 

5266.  Only  one  family? — That  was  all  that  I  remember.  There  was  a 
Captain  Coojjcr  and  his  family,  and  there  were  one  or  two  others,  whom  I  do 
not  remember,  but  not  any  very  great  number. 

5267.  Viscount  GV;fl'er/r//.j  When  you  speak  of  there  being  30  independant 
settlers,  do  you  mean  settlers  of  the  description  which  Mr.  Cooper  called  free 
settlers,  not  being  servants  of  the  Company? — Not  being  servants  of  the 
Company. 

5268.  There 
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5'268.  There  were  as  many  as  30?— About  30,  I  think.    Just  before  I  left  R.Blnnshmd,E,ci. 

the  island  I  received  a  memorial  from  them  concerning  the  appointment  of  the 

next  Governor,  of  which  some  rumour  had  crept  out,  and  it  was  signed  by  all      15  June  1857. 
of  them.     I  laid  that  memorial  before  the  Colonial  Office  when  I  returned  to 
England,  and  I  think  it  contains  a  list  of  every  settler. 

5.269.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  And  does  it  contain  a  statement  of  their  grievances  : 
what  was  the  memorial  about  ? — I  sent  the  original  in  to  the  Colonial  Office ; 
but  r  think  I  can  produce  a  copy  of  it. 

[The  Witness  delivered  in  the  same,  which  is  as  follows :] 

To  His  Excellency  Richard  Blanshard,  Esquire,  Governor  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

May  it  please  your  Ejtcellency, 
We,  the  undersigned,  inhabitants  of  Vancouver's  Island,  having;  learned  with  regret  that 
your  Excellency  has  resigned  the  government  of  ihis  colony,  and  understandino;  that  the 
government  has  been  committed  to  a  chief  lactor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  cannot 
but  express  our  unfeigned  surprise  and  deep  concein  at  such  an  appointment. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  being,  as  it  is,  a  great  trading  body,  must  necessarily 
have  interests  clashing  with  those  of  independent  colonists.  Most  matters  of  a  political 
nature  will  cause  a  contest  between  the  agents  of  the  Company  and  ihe  colonists.  Many 
matters  of  a  judicial  nature  also,  will,  undoubtedly,  arise  in  which  the  colonists  and  the 
Company  (or  its  servants)  will  be  contending  parties,  or  the  upper  servants  and  the  lower 
servants  of  the  Company  will  be  arrayed  against  each  other.  We  beg  to  express  in  the 
most  emphatical  and  plainest  manner,  our  assurance  that  impartial  decisions  cannot  be 
expected  from  a  Governor,  who  is  not  only  a  member  of  the  Company,  sharing  its  profits, 
his  share  of  such  profits  rising  and  falling  as  they  rise  and  fall,  but  is  also  charged  as  their 
chief  agent  with  the  sole  representation  of  their  trading  interests  in  this  island  and  the 
adjacent  coasts. 

Furthermore,  thus  situated,  the  colony  will  have  no  security  that  its  public  funds  will 
be  duly  disposed  of  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  colony  in  general,  and  not  turned  aside  in 
any  degree  to  be  applied  to  the  private  purposes  of  tlie  Company,  by  disproportionate  sums 
being  devoted  to  the  improvement  of  that  tract  of  land  held  by  them,  or  otherwise  unduly 
employed. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  beg  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  our  deep  sense  of  the 
absolute  necessity  there  is,  for  the  real  good  and  welfare  of  the  colony,  that  a  council  should 
be  immediately  appointed,  in  order  to  provide  some  security  that  the  interests  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  shall  not  be  allowed  to  outweigh  and  ruin  those  of  the  colony  in  general. 

We,  who  join  in  expressing  these  sentiments  to  your  Excellency  are  unfortunately  but  a 
very  small  number,  but  we  respectfully  beg  your  Excellency  to  consider  that  we,  and  we 
alone,  represent  the  interests  of  the  island  as  a  free  and  ind<r|)endent  British  colony,  for  we 
constitute  the  whole  body  of  the  independent  sett'ers,  all  the  other  inhabitants  being  in 
some  way  or  other  so  connected  with  and  controlled  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as 
to  be  deprived  of  freedom  of  action  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony, 
some  indeed  by  their  own  confession,  as  may  be  proved  if  iiecessarj'.  And  we  further 
allege  our  firm  persuasion,  that  the  untoward  uifluences  to  which  we  have  adverted  above 
are  likely,  if  entirely  unguarded  against,  not  only  to  prevent  any  increase  of  free  and  inde-  ^ 

pendent  colonists  in  the  island,  but  positively  to  diminish  their  present  numbers. 

We  therefore  humbly  request  your  Excellency  to  take  into  your  gracious  consideration 
the  propriety  of  appointing  a  Council  before  your  Excellency's  departure,  such  being  the 
most  anxious  and  earnest  desire  of  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 
and  Her  Majesty's  most  devoted  and  loyal  subjects. 

(signed)         James  Tales,  Landowner. 

Robert  John  Staines,  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge, 
Chaplain  to  the  Honourable  Hudson's  Bay 
Company. 

James  Cooper,  Merchant  and  Landowner. 

Thomas  Monroe,  Lessee  of  Captain  Grant's 
Land  at  Sooke. 

William  M'Donald,  Carpenter  and  Householder. 

James  Songster,  Settler. 

John  Mvir,  sen..  Settler,  Sooke. 

William  Fraser,  Settler,  Sooke. 

Andrew  Muir,  Settler,  Sooke. 

John  M'Greuor,  Settler,  S'loke. 

John  iliwir,  jun.,  Setiler,  Sooke. 

Michael  Muir,  Settlei-,  Sooke. 

Robert  Muir,  Settler,  Sooke. 

Archibald  Muir,  Settler,  Sooke. 

Thomas  Blinkhorn,  Settler,  Michonsan. 

5270.  Mr.  Christy.}  You  spoke  of  the  settlement  of  Oregon ;  do  yoii  know 
anything  of  the  way  in  which  Oregon  was  colonised  or  settled  ? — Some  portion  of  it 
was  settled  by  the  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  some  few  of  them. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  O  O  3  5271.  Can 
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R. Blan^/iard, Esq.       5271-  Can  you  give  us  any  information  with  respect  to  that? — No,  except 

that  I  have  heard  that  very  Httle  had  been  done  there  until  there  was  a  great 

15  June  1857.     influx   of  Americans;    a  large   influx   of  Americans   took  place   before   the 
boundary  was  defined. 

5272.  Was  there  any  communication  between  Vancouver's  Island  and 
Oregon?— A  schooner  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  used  to  pass  occasionally 
between  Nisqually  and  Fort  Victoria. 

5273.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Dr.  M'Laughlin  ? — Yes. 

5274.  Are  you  aware  what  part  Dr.  M'Laughlin  took  in  the  settlement  and 
colonisation  of  Oregon  by  the  people  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  r — I  have 
really  heard  such  different  accounts  about  it  that  I  scarcely  know  what  the 
truth  is ;  by  some  people  he  is  declaied  to  have  been  the  father  of  the  country, 
and  to  have  settled  it  largely  at  his  own  expense  ;  by  others  he  is  declared  to 
have  discouraged  anything  of  the  kind. 

5275.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Do  you  know  Mr.  Cooper,  who  gave  evidence 
before  this  Committee  ? — Yes. 

5276.  Do  you  think  that  his  evidence  upon  the  state  of  Vancouver's  Island  is 
likely  to  be  valuable  ?— He  was  there  as  a  merchant  and  as  a  landholder,  and  he 
was  also  a  member  of  the  Council ;  he  should  have  had  good  opportunities  of 
forming  an  opinion. 

5277.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  At  what  time  of  the  year  did  you  arrive  at  Vancouver's 
Island.? — I  got  there  in  the  beginning  of  February,  or  tlie  end  of  January. 

5278.  That  was  in  the  middle  of  winter?' — In  mid-winter. 

5279.  What  was  the  state  of  the  climate  at  that  time  ?—  There  was  about  a 
foot  of  snow  on  the  ground. 

5280.  How  long  did  that  last?— Only  for  a  few  days. 

5281.  When  did  the  spring  come? — The  spring  commenced  about  April  or 
May. 

,'■,282.  What  sort  of  weather  was  there  during  the  wdnter ;  was  there  snow  and 
frost  upon  the  ground  all  the  time? — The  \\  inters  are  comparatively  mild  there  ; 
there  are  occasionally  heavy  falls  of  snow,  but  it  seldom  lies  for  anj'^  long  time. 

5283.  Mr.  Christy.]  Do  you  consider  that  the  climate  is  as  good  as  that  of 
England  ? — On  the  whole,  I  should  say  that  it  was  milder. 

5284.  Mr.  Grogan,]  Am  I  to  understand  you  to  say  that  Victoria  is  the  only 
settlement  on  the  south  part  of  the  island :— There  was  a  small  settlement  at 
Sooke. 

5285.  But  Victoria  is  the  principal  settlement  on  the  south  part  of  the 
island  ? — The  principal  one. 

5286.  And  round  Victoria,  for  a  distance  of  10  square  miles,  is  considered  as 
the  property  of  the  Company  ? — It  was  then  ;  it  was  so  laid  dovra. 

5287.  Then  when  you  speak  of  the  island  being  well  adapted  for  settlement, 
you  are  alluding  to  that  part  of  it  outside  that  district  ? — That  is  naturally  the 
first  place  which  would  be  colonised. 

5288.  You  stated  that  you  believed  the  island  to  be  a  good  location  for  a 
colony;  I  want  to  know  to  what  exactly  you  referred? — A  mile  or  two  west  of 
Victoria  there  is  a  much  finer  harbour ;  the  one  at  Victoria  is  exceedingly  bad, 
and  very  difiicult  of  access  ;  there  is  a  tar  larger  and  better  harbour,  called  Esqui- 
mault,  which  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  best  place  for  commencing  a  colony. 

,5289.  Is  that  included  within  the  10  square  miles? — That  was  claimed  on 
behalf  of  a  company  called  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  the  existence  of  which 
I  never  could  exactl}^  make  out. 

5290.  Was  it  considered  in  the  island  that  that  Puget  Sound  Company  and 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  were  the  same  body,  only  under  different  names? — 
Everybody  declared  so  ;   1  could  never  discover  any  difference  between  them. 

5291.  You  mentioned  to  us  that  travelling  through  the  island  was  difficult, 
owing  to  the  forests  of  underwood ;  do  you  wish  to  convey  the  impression  that 
it  is  so  thick  a  jungle  that  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  clearing  the  country 
for  settlement  ? — There  are  large  plains,  which  are  more  adapted  for  colonisa- 
tion, as  well  as  these  belts  of  forest. 

5292.  The  forest  goes  as  it  were  in  a  belt  across  the  island  ;  but  unincumbered 
by  wood,  there  still  is  a  large  fertile  plain  well  adapted  for  colonisation  ? — The 
aspect  of  the  country  is  a  pine  forest,  interspersed  with  occasional  open  plains. 

.5293.  Then  the  wooded  part  to  which  you  have  alluded  as  being  difficult  to 
travel  through,  is  exceptional? —It  is. 

5294.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  But  surely  wood  is  no  obstruction  to  colonisation? — 

None 
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None  whatever,  and  the  size  to  which  the  trees  grow  there  would  render  them  R.BUmahard,  Esq- 
exceedingly  valuable  for  spars, 

5295.  And  the  heavier  the  timber  the  better  the  land  ? — 1  believe  it  is  always      15,  June  1857. 
considered  so. 

5296.  As  to  talking  about  any  obstruction  arising  from  jungle,  that  is  not 
considered  by  an  American  as  an  obstacle,  is  it  ? — None  whatever. 

5297.  Are  you  at  all  aware  what  the  forests  are  composed  of  ? — Principally 
pine. 

5298.  Does  not  pine  usually  grow  in  a  barren  soil  .''--It  does  occasionally ; 
but  also  when  it  is  cleared  it  is  very  fertile.  ^ 

5299.  Is  that  your  experience  ? — In  many  places. 

5300.  Is  there  no  hard  timber  there ;  maple,  beech,  or  birch  ? — There  is  a 
little  oak  in  the  south  of  the  island. 

5301.  Is  there  no  maple  : — I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  of  the  maple  tree 
being  found  there.. 

5302.  The  beech  tree  ? — The  beech  tree  grows  there,  but  not  in  any  very 
large  quantities  ;  the  prevailing  timber  in  the  island  is  the  pine. 

.5303.  And  notwithstanding  that,  you  say  that  the  soil  is  fertile  ? — The  soil  is 
fertile.     I  have  seen  wheat  grow  there  very  luxuriantly. 

5304.  Can  you  state  how  many  bushels  per  acre  ? — The  number  of  bushels 
per  acre  would  sound  very  insignificant  to  an  English  farmer,  but  considering 
the  imperfect  cultivation,  it  was  a  very  good  crop ;  about  25  bushels  on  some 
part  of  the  land. 

5305.  Mr.  Edward  ElUce.]  Is  that  in  the  country  where  you  saw  originally 
pine  or  hard  wood  ? — Pine. 

5306.  Do  you  know  Esquimault  Harbour? — Yes. 

5307.  What  sort  of  harbour  is  it? — A  very  good  harbour;  the  deep  water 
would  take  in  a  vessel  of  any  size ;  the  entrance  is  clear  and  open  ;  there  is 
only  one  rock  in  it,  which  is  well  known,  and  easily  avoided. 

5308.  When  inside  are  the  vessels  in  pjerfect  shelter? — In  perfect  shelter. 

5309.  In  any  wind  ? — In  any  wind ;  it  is  only  open  to  the  south,  and  the 
wind  from  the  south  there  is  not  very  violent,  nor  does  it  create  any  sea. 

5310.  Is  that  harbour  of  sufficient  capacity  to  take  in  a  large  number  of 
vessels  ? — I  should  think  it  would  take  in  a  dozen  line-of-battle  ships. 

531 1.  Esquimault  Harbour  is  on  the  sea-side  of  the  island,  I  think  ;  a  vessel 
having  recourse  to  Esquimault  Harbotir  would  have  no  necessity  to  go  within 
the  Straits  ? — It  is  a  long  way  up  the  Straits  ;  the  entrance  of  it  is  four  or  five 
miles,  or  perhaps  hardly  so  much. 

5312.  Is  it  north  of  Victoria? — It  is  about  due  west  of  it. 

5313.  Mr.  Charles  FitzwilUam.']  Can  you  give  us  some  information  as  to 
what  the  Puget  Sound  Company  is  composed  of,  and  what  have  been  its 
operations  ? — I  was  unable  to  understand  a  great  deal  about  it ;  it  seemed  to  be 
very  much  identified  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  everything  was  used 
indiscriminately ;  men  came  out  saying  that  they  were  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany's servants,  and  it  appeared  that  their  agreements  had  been  entered  into 
with  the  Puget  Sound  Company ;  they  were  employed  on  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  work. 

5314  Had  the  operations  of  the  Company  been  extensive  as  a  farming  com- 
pany ? — There  was  an  establishment  formed  close  to  Esquimault,  which  was 
forming  just  as  I  came  away,  which  they  said  belonged  to  the  Puget  Sound 
Company,  but  the  people  who  were  on  it  had  never  heard  of  the  Puget  Sound 
Company  ;  there  was  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Langford,  one  of  the  people 
who  superintended  it,  he  had  never  heard  of  such  a  company  until  he  got  out 
to  Vancouver's  Island. 

5315.  What  was  his  position  as  regarded  the  Puget  Sound  Company  ;  was  he 
one  of  the  Company  ? — No  ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  he  was  in  their  service. 

5316.  Not  as  a  ploughman,  was  he  ?— No,  as  a  baihif. 

5317.  Do  you  know  what  were  the  inducements  offered  to  him  to  go  out? — 
He  was  engaged  with  them  for  a  term  of  15  years,  which  was  terminable  either 
at  five  or  ten  years  upon  due  notice  ;  he  was  to  receive  a  salary  of  60  I.  a  year, 
and  he  was  to  be  supplied  with  everything  which  he  required  in  the  way  of 
labour,  materials,  and  seed,  and  with  those  he  was  to  form  as  large  a  farm  as 
he  pleased.  1  think  it  was  restricted  to  500  acres,  if  I  remember  rightly.  His 
further  remuneration,  beyond  this  60  /.  a  year,  was  to  be  half  the  profits  of  the 
farm  when  it  was  established. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  OO4  5318.  When 
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R.  Blansftard,Eiq.       53 1 8.  When  be  went  out  there,  was  he  led  to  suppose  that  he  would  find 

every  accommodation  when  he  got  there  ? — So  he  told  me. 

15  June  1857.  5319.  How  was  he  received?— There  were  no  preparations  made  for  his  employ- 

ment ;  his  agreement  was  with  the  Puget  Sound  Company  ;  for  I  saw  it  myself. 

5320.  In  the  first  instance  you  say  that  he  was  induced  to  go  out  as  a  settler 
by  the  representations  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— He  never  heard  of  the 
Puget  Sound  Company  till  he  got  there,  though  his  agreement  was  in  the  name 
of  the  Puget  Sound  Company  ;  he  considered  that  he  had  all  the  time  been 
dealing  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  he  was  not  aware  of  there  being 
such  a  thing  as  the  Puget  Sound  Company  till  he  arrived  in  the  island. 

5321.  With  whom  had  he  dealings;  what  member  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company? — Chiefly  with  Sir  John  Pelly. 

5322.  Who  represented  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — He  was  Governor  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5323.  Had  he  anything  to  do  with  the  Puget  Sound  Company  ? — I  believe 
he  was  also  Governor  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company. 

5324.  What  was  the  actual  reception  which  Captain  Langford  met  with  when 
he  arrived  on  the  island  ?  —There  had  been  two  log  houses  put  up,  one  of  which 
he  was  told  he  was  to  occupy  with  his  family,  and  the  other  was  for  his  labourers. 

5325.  Log  huts,  containing  one  room  each,  of  course  ? — Yes. 

5326.  What  was  his  position  in  society  in  England  ? — He  had  held  a  com- 
mission in  the  army,  and  I  believe  had  sold  out  about  10  years  previously,  and 
turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Kent. 

5327.  So  that  a  gentleman  of  position  in  England  was  expected,  with  his 
family,  to  live  in  a  log  hut,  without  any  accommodation  whatever? — Exactly  so. 

5328.  What  steps  were  taken  for  his  accommodation  afterwards? — There  was 
a  small  log  hut  at  Victoria,  which  was  handed  over  to  him,  in  which  he  put 
away  his  family  in  the  best  way  that  he  could. 

5329.  What  was  the  nature  of  this  log  hut  at  Victoria ;  of  what  size  was  it  ? 
— I  suppose  about  20  feet  by  12  ;  something  of  that  kind. 

5330.  Containing  how  many  rooms  ? — It  contained  one  at  that  time. 

.5331.  So  that  he  was  very  little  better  off  in  the  new  accommodation  than  he 
was  in  the  old  ? — What  I  think  you  understand  by  the  old  accommodation  were 
two  houses  which  were  put  up  near  Esquimault,  where  his  farm  was  intended 
to  be,  and  he  declined  to  take  his  family  there  until  he  had  got  a  proper  house 
for  them,  so  that  upon  their  first  landing*they  were  put  into  this  other  log  hut. 

5332.  Had  he  been  promised  a  house  to  live  in  on  his  arrival  in  Vancouver's 
Island  in  the  first  instance  on  his  leaving  England  ? — I  should  hardly  think 
that  he  expected  to  find  one  ready  for  him,  but  he  certainly  expected  better 
accommodation  than  he  found. 

,5333.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  How  do  you  know  all  this? — Because  when  he 
arrived  there  he  had  a  large  family,  and  his  wife,  who  was  a  most  lady-like 
woman,  was  within  a  day  or  two  of  her  confinement,  and  I  gave  them  rooms  in 
my  house,  being  extremely  sorry  to  see  an  EngUsh  lady  reduced  to  such  a  state 
of  inconvenience. 

5334.  With  regard  to  all  that  may  have  passed  between  Mr.  Langford  and 
any  other  parties  in  London,  from  what  source  have  you  the  information  as  to 
what  hupes  and  expectations  were  held  out  to  him? — What  Mr.  Langford  told 
me  himself.  The  terms  of  his  agreement  spoke  about  his  farm,  and  what  his 
remuneration  was  to  be. 

533,5.  Have  you  that  agreement  here  ? — That  was  his  own  agreement. 

5336.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  He  was  a  connexion  of  yours,  was  he  not? 
— Yes,  he  was  a  distant  connexion  of  mine. 

5337.  Mr.  Edward  Etlice.]  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  agreement  ? — No,  I  have 
not ;  but  a  copy  of  that  agreement  would  prove  nothing,  because  it  merely 
referred  to  what  was  to  be  done  when  he  arrived  on  the  island.  It  said  nothing 
about  what  his  expectations  were  when  he  arrived  there,  and  what  he  was  to 
find  ready  to  his  hands. 

5338.  Mr.  Charles  Fltzwilliam.~\  You  say  that  by  his  agreement  he  was  to  be 
supplied  with  seed,  agricultural  implements,  and  everything  necessary  to 
conduct  a  farm  ? — Yes. 

5339.  To  whom  had  he  to  apply  for  those  articles  ?— To  Mr.  Douglas. 

5340.  In  what  capacity;  as  Governor  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  or  as 
chief  factor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — That  he  did  not  seem  at  all  clear 
about  at  first,  and  I  understand  that  there  was  some  correspondence  between 

them 
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them  on  the  subject  as  to  whether  Mr.  Douglas  would  acknowledge  himself  as  R.  Blanshard,  Esq. 

agent  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company.  

.'>34i  •  Mr.  Edward  Etlice.]  In  fact,  is  Mr.  Langford  still  in  the  island  in  the      *5  June  1857. 
service  of  the  Puget  Land  Company  ? — I  believe  so. 

5342.  Mr.  Charles  FitzwilUam.]  In  what  capacity  was  Mr.  Douglas  in  the 
island ;  was  he  as  Governor  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  or  as  an  officer  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?— As  both. 

5343-  I  think  you  said  that  Mr.  Douglas  rather  denied  that  he  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  Puget  Sound  Company  ? — What  passed  between  him  and  Mr. 
Langford  I  cannot  tell,  because  I  was  not  present ;  but  Mr.  Langford  told  me 
that  he  had  been  obliged  to  write  to  him  to  know  whether  he  was  the  manager 
of  the  Puget  Soimd  Company  or  not. 

5344.  Do  you  know  what  the  answer  was  ? — I  really  did  not  inquire  what  the 
answer  was. 

5345.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  You  said  just  now  that  Mr.  Douglas  was  governor 
of  the  Puget  Land  Company;  how  do  you  know  that? — He  managed  all  their 
affairs,  and  directed  what  should  be  done  indiscriminately  with  those  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company.     I  did  not  say  governor ;  I  said  manager. 

5346.  Can  you  tell  us  in  any  particular  in  what  way  he  acted  as  governor 
or  munager  of  the  Puget  Land  Company? — Merely  that  he  directed  that  their 
accounts  should  be  made  out  in  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  office  ? — I  heard 
one  of  the  officers  grumbling  about  having  to  do  the  Puget  Sound  Company's 
work  without  remuneration ;  he  apportioned  men  out ;  he  took  the  management 
of  the  men  who  came  out  there  with  agreements  as  Puget  Sound  Company's 
men. 

5347.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Was  there  any  return  of  the  persons  im- 
ported into  the  island  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — I  was  furnished  with 
lists  of  passengers  by  the  captains  of  the  ships  ;  but  I  cannot  produce  them, 
because  they  are  destroyed  with  the  rest  of  my  own  papers. 

5348.  And  the  persons  who  formed  the  staff  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company 
would  be  reported  as  having  been  introduced  as  settlers  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  ? —  I  presume  so  by  the  numbers  ;  the  numbers  were  given,  as  free 
settlers  introduced  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  they  tallied  with  the 
number  of  passengers  given  to  me. 

5349.  Mr.  Matheson.]  Are  you  aware  whether  persons  going  out  under  the 
Puget  Sound  Company  were  reported  as  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany r — I  merely  saw  a  report  of  so  many  settlers  sent  out  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company. 

5350.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  they  went  out  as  servants  of  the  Puget 
Sound  Company  or  not  ? — As  the  number  tallied  with  the  number  given  me  by 
the  captain  of  the  ship,  it  must  have  been  so. 

5351.  Mr.  Grogan.^  Was  any  return  or  report  ever  made  to  you  of  emi- 
grants, or  settlers,  or  labourers,  brought  out  by  the  Puget  Sound  Company  ? 
— Never. 

5352.  But  there  were  reports  made  to  you  of  emigrants  and  labourers  that 
were  brought  out  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  merely  had  a  return  of 
the  number. 

5353.  They  were  always  entered  as  having  been  sent  out  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company?— They  were  all  put  together;  a  paper  was  handed  to  me,  saying, 
"  These  are  the  number  of  settlers  that  we  have  brought  out." 

5354.  Whom  do  you  mean  by  "we"  in  that  answer? — Mr.  Douglas  gave 
it  to  me ;  whether  he  was  speaking  collectively,  or  only  as  manager  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say. 

.')355-  You,  as  governor,  had  no  means  whatever  of  knowing  the  settlers  and 
labourers  that  were  brought  out  by  the  one  Company  and  the  other  ? — None 
whatever. 

5356.  And  you  were  under  the  impression  that  they  all  came  out  under  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  was  under  that  impression. 

5357.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  So  that  those  persons  who  were  introduced 
into  the  island  by  the  Puget  Sound  Company  would  make  people  think  that  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  been  doing  all  in  their  power  to  colonise  the  island  ? 
— Just  so. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  William  Caldwell,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

Lieut.-col.  5358.   Chairman.]  WHAT  acquaintance  have  you  had  with  the  territories 

W.  Caldwell.      undej.  i\^q  government  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — I  went  to  that  country 
'  in  June  1848.     I  left  Gravesend  in  command  of  a  pensioner  corps  that  went  out, 

15    une  1  57.      and  as  Governor  of  the  settlement  of  Assiniboia. 

53,59.  How  long  did  you  reside  there? — I  returned  in. October  1855  ;  I  was 
seven  years  in  the  country  as  Governor  of  Assiniboia;  I  have  ray  commission 
with  me  {producing  the  same). 

5,]6o.  From  whom  was  your  commission? — From  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. 

5361.  What  were  your  functions  as  governor  of  that  settlement? — They 
comprised  judicial  and  legislative  duties. 

5362.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  settlement  when  you  left  it? — It  was 
tranquil,  peaceable,  and  quiet  when  I  left  it. 

5363.  It  is  cliiefly  composed  of  half-breeds,  I  believe? — -1  should  say  better 
than  half  were  French  Canadians  and  half-breeds.  The  smaller  half  were 
amongst  the  original  settlers  that  went  out  under  Lord  Selkirk,  with  some 
English  half-breeds. 

5364.  Did  you  find  them  to  be  a  very  well-disposed  population  on  the  wliole, 
or  difficult  to  manage  ? — 1  found  them  troublesome  on  first  going  out ;  I  found 
them  peaceable  and  quiet  subsequently. 

536,5.  What  was  their  occupation  and  means  of  livelihood  ?— Amongst  the 
Canadians  and  half-breeds  they  were  generally  hunters ;  amongst  the  English 
half  breeds  they  were  voya,geurs  ;  they  went  down  to  York  twice  a  year  to  bring 
up  the  goods  from  the  ship. 

^^(i(K  Were  they  in  the  service  of  tne  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  the  most 
part,  or  of  independent  traders  ?— They  were  partly  taken  up  by  the  traders  and 
employed  in  bringing  up  the  goods ;  the  greater  portion  were  employed  for  the 
Company's  goods. 

53*' 7-  What  was  the  description  of  the  chase  pursued  by  those  who  sub- 
sisted by  hunting? — They  caught  the  buffalo,  by  which  they  made  pemmican 
and  tallow. 

5308.  'I hey  did  not  engage  in  the  fur  trade,  I  suppose?  — I  suppose  that  if 
they  could  illicitly  do  it,  they  did  so. 

5369.  Is  there  any  fur  trade  of  any  consequence  within  reach  of  that  settle- 
ment?— Yes  ;  there  are  some  settlements  where  they  have  posts.  There  is  one 
post  at  Pembina,  on  the  frontier,  from  which  they  get  a  number  of  furs,  and  at 
Fort  Pelly  there  are  a  great  number-  Generally  about  four  batteaux  came  down 
in  the  spring,  and  they  were  filled  with  furs. 

5370.  That  is  the  fur  trade  ;  but  is  the  hunting  of  the  fur-bearing  animal 
carried  on  to  any  extent  within  easy  reach  of  Red  River  ? — Not  very  easy 
reach.  Occasionally  there  are  fur-bearing  animals  seen  in  the  vicinity,  and 
sold  in  the  settlement,  but  rarely. 

5.:;7i.  The  great  mass  of  the  fur  trade  is  prosecuted  in  districts  more  to  the 
north  ?— In  distant  spots  ;  the  best  fur  trade. 

5372.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  advisable,  with  reference  to  the  condition  of 
the  Red  River  settlement,  that  some  change  should  take  place  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  affairs  are  administered  ? — ^According  to  the  state  of  the  settlement  at 
present ;  they  are  in  a  very  primitive  state  ;  I  found  them  so  on  my  going  out ; 
they  became  more  enlightened,  and  i-equired,  perhaps,  a  more  stringent  mode 
of  government. 

5.]73.  Do  you  believe  that  under  any  other  system  it  is  probable  that  that 
country  and  its  vicinity  would  be  settled  and  colonised  to  a  considerable  extent  ? 
—  JNot  as  long  as  other  parts  were  open  more  approximating  to  the  civilised 
portion  of  the  territory.  Unless  for  fur-bearing  animals,  I  do  not  see  any  object 
that  a  settler  would  have  in  going  10  that  remote  part  of  the  globe. 

5374.  Mr.  Hoelmck.]  Were  you  ever  in  the  United  States? — I  have  been 
there. 

5375-  Were  you  ever  in  Minesota? — No. 

5376.  C]un7-nian.'\  Do  you  know  the  Saskatchewan  ? — I  do  not.  On  my 
entrance  into  the  country  I  went  to  York  ;  and  I  saw  enough,  I  am  sure,  to 
prevent  any  one  wishing  to  go  into  a  settlement  in  so  remote  a  position  as  that. 

My 
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My  family,  with  five  young  children,  went  in  an  open  boat  from  York  to  Red        Lieut.-coI. 
River;  it  took  them  four    weeks   to   accomplish   that  journey    in    an   open       TF.  Caldwell. 
boat. 

5377.  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  following  paragraph  in  a  recent 
American  newspaper  :  "  Those  that  are  afraid  to  come  up  to  Minesota,  because 
the  chances  are  all  taken  up,  need  not  despair ;  recent  explorations  have 
brought  into  notice  a  fertile  region,  abounding  with  wood,  and  coal,  and 
minerals,  lying  on  the  Saskatchewan,  which  empties  itself  into  Lake  Winnipeg; 
which  empties,  through  Nelson  River,  into  Hudson's  Bay."  Do  you  believe  it 
likely  that  emigrants  would  find  their  way  into  this  territory  if  it  was  available 
for  them  ?  — I  think  that,  if  they  were  permitted,  the  American  emigrants  would 
be  likely  to  do  so,  because  the  access  is  so  very  easy  and  approachable,  across 
the  plains,  from  the  American  territory,  into  the  Red  River. 

5378.  You  think  that  the  stream  of  settlers  would  come  rather  from  the 
United  States  than  from  any  other  direction  ? — If  they  were  allowed,  I  should 
think  so. 

5379.  ^''-  Roebuck.']  Then  the  only  obstacle  to  the  colonisation  of  the 
country  is  the  want  of  roads  ? — The  want  of  roads  ;  the  difficulty  of  getting 
there. 

5380.  If  they  could  get  there  they  would  go  there?- — I  cannot  judge  of  that 
except  from  my  own  feeling  ;  I  should  not  like  to  go  to  so  remote  a  spot ; 
I  have  been  seven  years  there,  and  know  what  it  is. 

5381.  You  found  that  there  were  settlers  in  the  remote  parts  of  America  ?^ — 
At  the  Red  River  settlement ;  I  have  been  further  of  course  ;  I  have  been  up 
at  York,  but  they  were  only  servants  of  the  Company,  who  were  compelled  to 
stay. 

5382.  You  said  that  you  had  been  in  America? — I  have  been  in  Canada,  and 
I  have  been  in  New  York, 

5383.  You  have  not  been  in  any  of  the  back  settlements  ? — No. 

5384.  You  know  that  settlement  and  colonisation  has  gone  across  the 
Mississippi? — I  have  read  and  heard  of  such  things,  but  I  have  no  personal 
acquaintance  with  them. 

5385.  Should  you  suppose  that  people  would  have  been  taken  across  the 
Mississippi,  or  would  have  gone  up  the  Mississippi  in  an  open  boat,  and 
undergone  aU  the  hardships  of  that  river  ? — Yes ;  of  course  when  they  have 
got  steamers  and  railroads  across,  it  is  very  easy  to  go  into  the  country  ;  when 
you  have  that  accomplished,  it  is  very  easy  to  get  to  Red  River. 

5386.  Would  it  not  have  startled  you  just  as  much  to  see  a  body  of  emigrants 
going  across  the  Mississippi  as  it  did  in  the  case  which  you  state,  of  the 
dangers  and  hardships  which  you  underwent  in  going  up  that  river  from  York  ? 
would  it  not  have  seemed  to  you  quite  as  startling  an  event  that  they  should 
cross  the  Mississippi  ? — I  cannot  say ;  1  have  no  experience ;  I  do  not  know 
the  country  which  you  speak  of. 

.5387.  Your  sole  reason  for  believing  that  colonisation  would  not  take  place 
there,  is  the  hardship  which  you  yourself  underwent  ? — No  ;  the  difficulty  of 
access  to  the  place. 

5388.  If  the  access  were  made  easy,  you  think  that  emigration  would  take 
place  ? — It  might  take  place  when  the  redundancy  of  population  drove  them  to 
that  remote  spot ;  1  do  not  see  the  object  which  they  have  in  view  until  the 
otl*er  places  are  cultivated. 

5389.  There  is  no  redundancy  of  population  in  the  United  States  of  America? 
— No,  I  suppose  not ;  emigration  is  still  going  on. 

5390.  And  yet  emigration  takes  place  to  the  west? — Yes,  but  I  imagine  that 
the  reason  of  it  going  so  far  west  is  from  the  land  being  so  much  more  readily 
obtained ;  there  is  a  less  price  for  the  land. 

5391 .  If  land  were  as  readily  obtained  on  the  Red  River  and  the  access  were 
easy,  is  there  any  reason  to  suppose  that  emigration  would  not  take  place  there  ? 
— None  ;  I  see  no  reason. 

5392.  Therefore  your  first  statement,  that  you  thought  that  emigration  would 
not  take  place,  did  not  really  express  your  feeUng  'i — I  only  express  my  own 
feeling ;  I  say  that  1  would  not  go  to  such  a  remote  spot. 

5393-  B'lt  you  were  there  for  seven  years  ? — I  was  an  old  soldier,  and  I  was 
sent  on  duty. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  p  P  2  ,5394.  You 


300  MINUTES  OF  EVIDENCE  TAKEN  BEFORE  THE 

Lieiit.-col.  5.394-  You  said  that  you  curried  out  a  body  of  settlers? — They  were  partly 

W.  Calduiell.      settlers  and  partly  troops  ;  they  were  enrolled  pensioners. 

j        r~_  5395-  You  took  them  out  I'rora  Gravesend?— I  did. 

13  une  1  57.  53pfi.  Were  they  English  people  ?— English,  Irish,  and  Scotch. 

5397-  How  many? — Fifty-six,  with  their  wives  and  children. 

5398.  Altogether  fifty-six  ? — Fifty-six  men,  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
privates. 

5399.  ^  number  of  these  1  suppose  were  married  and  had  children  ? — The 
greater  number  ;  there  were  1 4  that  were  single  men  ;  the  rest  were  all  married, 
with  smaller  or  larger  families. 

,5-100.  You  took  these  out  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  from  there  to  Red  River  ? — 
To  Red  River. 

540 1.   Did  they  settle  there  ? — A  few  of  them  are  there  still. 

5,402.  What  took  them  there? — They  went  out  enrolled;  they  went  out  as  a 
force. 

5403.  As  soldiers.? — Partly  as  settlers  and  partly  as  soldiers. 

5404.  Did  they  go  out  with  the  intention  of  remaining  there  ;  was  it  under- 
stood that  they  would  remain  there  ? — It  was  supposed  that  they  would  remain 
there. 

5405.  And  upon  that  expectation  you  took  out  all  these  people? — I  was  sent 
out;  the  Government  sent  them  out ;  I  was  the  commanding  officer. 

5406.  So  many  people  went  with  you  as  settlers  ? — They  did. 

5407.  So  that  there  was  an  evidence  that  people  would  go  out  as  emigrants 
to  that  country  ? — We  soldiers  are  obUged  to  go  anywhere  where  we  are 
sent. 

5408.  Did  they  go  as  compulsory  soldiers  ? — I  presume  not ;  but  it  was  an 
inducement  held  out  as  an  enrolment,  having  20  acres  of  land  as  a  private,  a 
corporal  30,  and  a  serjeant  40  acres  ;  that  I  suppose  was  the  inducement,  and 
that  they  could  do  better  there  than  they  could  in  this  country. 

5409.  And  that  inducement  led  them  to  go  out  there  ? — It  led  them  to  go 
out,  I  presume. 

5410.  You  say  that  you  exercised  judicial  and  legislative  functions  whilst  you 
were  there? — I  did,  as  far  as  my  ability  enabled  me  to  perform  them  in  the 
state  in  which  I  found  the  place. 

5411.  You  were  monarch  of  all  you  surveyed? — I  was,  as  far  as  authority 
went.     I  had  very  great  authority,  I  assure  you. 

54  1 2.  Had  you  no  council  ? — I  had  a  council  and  a  recorder. 
5413.  Who  was  he? — Adam  Thorn,  esq.,  was  the  recorder. 
.5414.  You   say  that  you  exercised  legislative  functions  ? — Yes.     I  was  the 
Governor,  and  head  of  the  legislative  body,  as  well  as  of  the  judicial. 

5415.  What  was  the  legislative  body  composed  of? — To  enact  laws. 

54 1 6.  Of  whom  was  it  composed  ? — I  had  two  bishops  at  one  time ;  when  I 
first  went  there  I  had  one ;  the  Roman-catholic  bishop  was  one ;  and  I  had  one 
or  two  clergy,  missionaries,  and  the  ^lite  of  the  place  ;  the  most  intelligent  of 
the  community. 

5417.  In  what  year  was  this? — 1848. 

,541 8.  How  many  persons  were  there  in  the  settlement  at  that  time  ? — ^There 
was  a  census  taken  about  that  time,  and  there  were  supposed  to  be  about  6,000 
inhabitants. 

5419.  Were  they  electors,  or  how  was  the  council  chosen  ? — The  council 
were  chosen  by  the  powers  that  were,  the  Government  of  the  country ;  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5420.  So  that  they  were  a  self-elected  vestry? — No ;  they  were  appointed  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

.5421.  Not  by  the  people  there? — Not  by  the  people. 

5422.  Had  you  supreme  legislative  authority;  did  you  make  what  laws  you 
liked?— Our  endeavour  was  to  make  laws  in  conformity  with  those  which  we 
were  acquainted  with  belonging  to  England. 

5423.  You  say  that  your  recorder  was  Mr.  Thorn? — Yes. 

5424.  How  long  was  he  recorder ;  was  he  recorder  all  the  time  that  you  were 
there?  — No,  he  was  not;  he  was  recorder  from  1848,  when  I  went;  I  found 
him  there,  and  he  had  been  in  office  since  ]  839.  The  Company  gave  him  some 
other  appointment  subsequently. 

5425.  Did 
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5425.  Did  he  give  satisfaction  while  he  was  there  ?  — Not  to  the  people.  lieut.-coI. 

5426.  They  found  fault  with  him  ?— They  found  great  fault  with  him,  and  ^-  ^'^^'^^'■l- 
sent  a  petition  to  Sir  George  Simpson,  when  he  came  up  in  1849,  to  get  rid  of  ~ 
Mr.  Thorn  ;  they  were  tired  of  him.                                                                               *5  June  1857. 

5427.  What  fault  did  they  find  with  him  ;  what  charge  did  they  bring  against 
him  ? — That  all  his  decisions  were  in  favour  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  that 
was  one  charge. 

.5428.  That  tie  was  a  partial  judge,  in  fact  ? — A  partial  judge. 

5429.  Mr.  Ed-ward  Ellice.']  Was  he  got  rid  of? — Yes;  he  was  sent  off  before 
I  came  away. 

5,430.  Viscount  Goderich.]  You  said  that  he  received  another  appointment  ? 
—Yes. 

543 1 .  What  was  that  ? — They  offered  him  the  clerkship  of  the  court. 

5432.  Of  which  he  had  previously  been  judge  ? — Yes. 

5433.  Did  he  take  it? — Yes,  he  accepted  it. 

5434.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  How  long  was  he  there? — I  think  he  was  two 
years  there. 

5435-  Vicount  Goderick,']  As  clerk?— I  think  so.  I  think  that  it  was  in  1852 
that  he  was  appointed,  and  he  came  home  in  1854. 

5436.  Who  became  recorder  then  ? — There  was  no  recorder  during  that 
time  ;  afterwards  a  Mr.  Johnson,  a  Queen's  counsel  from  Montreal;,  succeeded 
him. 

5437.  Who  exercised  the  judicial  function  during  that  time? — I  was  judge 
and  everything,  1  believe  ;   1  was  Jack  in  office,  and  did  everything. 

5438.  And  Mr.  Thorn  was  your  clerk?— -He  was  at  one  time.  When  I  was 
judge,  he  was  clerk ;  but  it  was  a  farce  having  to  conduct  the  business ;  there 
were  no  lawyers  there ;  it  was  a  court  of  equity.  I  tried  to  do  justly  between 
man  and  man;  that  was  my  great  object. 

5439.  Mr.  Roebuck.}  "  By  equity,"  you  mean  exactly  what  the  judge  pleased? 
— 1  had  no  judge  afterwards. 

5440.  Mr.  Christy.']  Did  Mr.  Thorn  conlinue  to  charge  the  jury  in  his  capacity 
as  clerk  of  the  court  ? — No ;  the  Company  can  lell  you  better  than  I  can  their 
reasons  for  putting  Mr.  1  horn  as  clerk,  instead  of  on  the  bench. 

5441 .  But  you  say  that  he  did  not  continue  to  charge  the  jury  in  his  capacity 
as  the  clerk  of  the  court  ?— Not  after  1849.  In  1849,  when  Sir  George  Simpson 
came  up,  there  was  a  petition  to  him ;  but  1  never  saw  the  petition  ;  it  was 
merely  what  I  heard  ;  and  I  foulid  afterwards  that  Mr.  Thorn  did  not  frequent 
either  my  court  or  my  council. 

5442.  Do  you  recollect  a  case,  which  became  somewhat  notorious,  of  Foss 
V.  Pelly? — Yes,  to  my  sorrow;  that  case  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  anxiety  and 
uneasiness. 

5443.  What  was  the  amount  of  damiages  in  that  case  ? — Tlie  damages  were 
200/.  against  Pelly  and  wife,  and  100/.  against  Davison  and  wife,  who  were 
coupled  with  Pelly  and  wife.  Mr.  Pelly  was  a  trader,  and  John  Davison,  was 
the  mess  waiter  of  the  mess  with  his  wife,  and  they  were  coupled  together. 
Captain  Foss  excused  Davison  in  court  at  the  time  when  the  decision  was  made 
known,  but  received  the  money  from  Pelly  and  his  wife. 

.5444.  Who  charged  the  jury  and  delivered  the  sentence  of  the  court  upon  that 
occasion  r — Mr.  Thorn  got  into  court  that  day  by  permission  from  those  who  had 
previously  prevented  him  from  attending. 

5445.  There  was  a  jury  .i* — There  was. 

5446.  Will  you  describe  what  took  place  on  that  occasion  in  reference  to  the 
charge  which  was  addressed  to  the  jury ;  I  think  you  stated  that  Mr.  Thorn 
came  into  court  at  that  time  after  he  had  been,  as  you  believe,  officially 
displaced ;  will  you  inform  the  Committee  what  part  Mr.  Thorn  took  in  that 
trial  ?— Mr.  Thorn  pointed  out  the  nature,  and  charged  the  jury  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  penalty,  and  the  jury  gave  the  verdict ;  they  gave  a  grand  sum 
of  300  /.  Mr.  Thorn  then  pointed  out  that  that  would  not  do  ;  that  they  were 
to  discriminate  between  the  Pellys  and  Davison,  and  to  specify  a  given  sum 
to  each  party.  The  jury  then  retired  to  their  room,  and  on  their  return  the 
sentence  was  200/.  penalty  against  Pelly  and  his  wife,,  and  100/.  against 
Davison. 

5447.  Did  he  act  on  that  occasion  as  advocate  ? — 1  am  afraid  that  he  acted 
both  as  advocate  and  judge. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  P  P  3  5448.  Mr. 
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Lieut.-col.  5448.  Mr.  Gvogan.]  Who  was  the  presiding  judge  on  the  occasion? — I  was 

W.  Caldwell.      Governor. 

.'449    Mr.  Christy.]   Did  he  not  previously  act  as  advocate  in  this  case,  and 

15. June  1857.      afterwards  charge  the  jury  ?^ It  appeared  so  to  me. 

5J50.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Do  you  mean  that  he  pleaded  in  the  case  before 
the  jury  ? — Not  so,  but  that  he  gained  information  from  the  several  parties,  and 
then  came  to  adjudicate  upon  the  question  on  that  bench. 

5451.  Mr.  Christy.]  By  "  gaining  information,"  do  you  mean  to  say  that  he 
Was  consulted  by  the  parties  ? — I  believe  that  Sir  George  Simpson  made  inquiries 
into  it,  and  that  Mr.  Thorn  was  present.  1  was  not  there,  and  therefore  I  can 
only  tell  from  what  I  surmise,  and  what  1  heard  took  place. 

5-152.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Do  you  believe  that  substantial  justice  was  done 
in  the  matter  ? — No. 

545;;.  Chair  wan.']  When  you  say  that  Mr.  Tliorn  acted  as  judge  and  as 
advocate  in  this  case,  do  you  mean  that  he  actually  pleaded  formally  as  an 
advocate,  and  afterwards  gave  judgment  ? — No 

5454-  Or  do  you  mean  that,  as  the  judge,  he  showed  the  feelings  of  an 
advocate  ? — 1  mean  to  say,  that  when  Sir  George  Simpson  came  and  inquired 
into  this  matter,  he  and  Mr.  Thorn  being  present,  they  inquired  from  the  different 
witnesses  of  those  who  were  accused  what  their  statements  were,  and  Mr.  Thorn 
heard  them. 

5455.  Mr.  Roehick.]  Out  of  court?  — Out  of  court,  privately,  before  Sir  George 
Simpson. 

5456.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Do  you  think  that  substantial  justice  was  done 
in  the  case,  with  reference  to  the  fine  imposed  ?  — I  did  not  refer  to  the  fine. 

5457.  Do  you  think  that,  with  respect  to  the  fine  which  was  imposed, 
substantial  justice  was  done  ? — No,  I  do  not ;  that  was  one  of  the  things  which 
I  was  not  satisfied  with. 

5458.  Do  you  think  that  the  fine  or  the  punisliment  was  too  little  or  too 
great.- — I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  fine  was,  beyond  my  means  of 
imposing  a  fine. 

5459.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  think  that  substantial  justice  was  done 
when  the  sentence  was  passed ;  do  you  think  that  the  fine  was  too  little  or  too 
great,  because  it  was  in  that  that  justice  or  injustice  consisted  .-—It  was  not  in 
that. 

5460.  You  stated  just  now  that  you  thought  that  substantial  justice  was  not 
done ;  if  injustice  was  done,  was  it  because  the  fine  was  too  little,  or  because  it 
was  too  large  r^ — It  was  not  on  that  plea ;  the  injustice  was,  that  Mr.  Thorn  had 
been  consulted. 

5461 .  Tlien  you  think  that,  as  regards  the  merits  of  the  case,  substantial  justice 
was  done  ? — I  think  the  fine  was  too  great,  if  you  wish  that. 

5462.  Mr.  Lowe.]  What  was  the  nature  of  the  action  ;  was  it  for  libel, 
or  slander,  or  what  was  the  injury  complained  of? — It  was  defamatory  con- 
spiracy. 

5463.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice]  The  plaintiff  was  in  this  case  Captain  Foss,  was 
he  not  ? — Yes. 

5464-  Captain  Foss  was  not  in  the  service  of  the  Company  ? — He  was  in  the 
pay  of  the  (Jompany  as  a  staff  officer,  and  looking  after  the  workmen. 

5465.  Mr.  Pelly,  the  defendant,  was  a  servant  of  the  Company  ? — He  was  a 
chief  trader. 

5466.  He  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  Company  ?— Yes. 

54()7.  Was  the  verdict  therefore  adverse,  in  this  instance,  tu  the  servant  of 
the  Company? — It  was;  it  was  against  Mr.  Pellv.  The  case  was  Foss  v. 
Pelly. 

54fi8.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  You  say  that  the  action  was  for  a  conspiracy? — Defa- 
matory conspiracy  was  what  it  was  stated  to  be. 

5469.  Who  were  the  defendants  ?— I'he  defendants  were  Pelly  and  wife,  and 
Davison  and  wife. 

5470.  You  say  that  there  were  four  defendants  ? — Four  defendants. 

547 1 .  All  the  defendants  were  fined  ?-  They  were  all  fined,  but  the  fine  was 
not  paid  on  the  part  of  Davison  and  his  wife  ;  Captain  Foss  told  him  that  he 
would  forgive  him. 

5472.  But  it  was  paid  by  the  others?— Yes,  Mr.  Pelly  paid  for  himself  and 

'    his  wife. 

5473.  It 
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5473.  It  was  defamation,  in  fact  ?— Yes,  defamation  of  character ;  a  con-  Lieut.-col.  " 
spiracy.  fv.  Caldwell 

5474.  The  charge  was  that  these  persons  had  conspired  to  take  away  the  

plaintiff's  character  ? — Mrs.  Ballenden's  character  ;  Mr.  Ballenden  was  the  chief  >5  June  1857. 
factor  in  charge. 

5475-  Then  the  chief  factor  in  charge  got  a  verdict  ?— It  was  not  the  factor ; 
it  was  Captain  Foss  who  brought  the  action. 

5476.  What  was  Captain  Foss  ? — lie  was  the  staff  officer  of  the  pensioners. 

5477.  Was  he  in  the  service  of  the  Company  then  ? — He  was  paid  by  the 
Company. 

5478.  So  that  in  fact  it  was  one  officer  of  the  Company  who  brought  an  action 
against  another?  — I  do  not  know  whether  you  consider  it  as  such  :  I  tell  you 
his  position  ;  he  was  a  staff  officer. 

5479.  You  have  been  asked,  in  order  to  show  the  impartiality  of  the  tribunal, 
whether  the  verdict  was  not  given  against  the  Company's  servant ;  I  now  ask 
you  whether  the  plaintiff  was  not  the  Company's  servant  as  well? — He  was  in 
the  Company's  pay. 

5480.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  He  was  Her  Majesty's  officer,  was  not  he?-  He 
was  an  officer  retired  from  the  service,  and  he  got  the  local  rank  of  captain,  to 
put  him  in  the  situation  of  having  a  commanding  position  among  the  pensioners  ; 
he  sold  out  of  the  service  before  he  joined. 

5481.  Mr.  Christi/.]  And  he  was  paid  by  the  Company? — He  was  paid  by 
the  Company  on  two  heads. 

5482.  Viscount  Goderich.]  I  understood  you  to  say  that  it  was  the  interest 
of  the  chief  factor  that  Captain  Foss  should  get  a  verdict  ?— Yes.  He  was  the 
principal  evidence  ;  he  and  his  wife  were  brought  in  as  evidence,  which  was  a 
thing  which  I  did  not  think  was  at  all  according  to  our  mode  of  proceeding. 

.S483.  Therefore  it  was  the  interest  of  the  chief  employ^  of  the  Company 
there  that  Captain  Foss  should  get  a  verdict? — It  was;  now  doubt  about  it. 
He  was  concerned  for  the  character  of  his  wife. 

5484.  \lr.  Grogan.]  Who  presided  on  this  trial  ? — I  did.  I  was  the  Governor 
and  the  President  in  the  chair ;  it  was  my  office,  as  Governor,  to  preside  at  all 
courts  and  councils. 

5485.  And  you  acted,  I  suppose,  on  the  occasion  of  this  trial? — No,  the 
judge  was  there  ;  the  judge  was  responsible  for  his  own  acts  as  recorder.  I  was 
only  the  President.  According  to  the  charter,  there  is  a  Governor  and  Council ; 
it  is  some  new  feature  in  the  case  to  have  a  recorder. 

5486.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  That  Governor  and  Council  are  not  judicial  officers  ?  - 
They  are  to  administer  justice,  and  to  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands, 
according  to  the  charter;  that  is  what  they  were  obliged  to  do  when  the 
charter  was  given. 

5487.  You  talk  about  the  Governor  and  Council ;  the  Governor  and  Council 
are  executive  and  legislative  officers,  but  they  are  not  judicial  officers  ;  they  do 
not  try  anybody  ?  —I  said  before  that  I  did  not  look  upon  it  as  judicial,  but 
more  as  equity,  to  administer  justice  between  the  two  parties  in  any  case  which 
came  before  me. 

548S.  The  Governor  and  Council  ?— The  Governor  and  Council. 

5489.  Then  they  were  judges  ;  they  had  a  judicial  function  ? — Yes,  we  had. 

5490.  You  presiding  at  that  court,  why  were  you  not  the  judge  ? — Because 
the  Company  found  that  the  settlers  increasing  to  the  extent  that  they  did, 
required  a  recorder,  and  they  had  a  recorder  from  the  year  1839. 

5491.  The  recorder  appeared,  according  to  your  description  of  the  constitu- 
tion, merely  to  be  your  assessor  ?—  Exactly  so. 

5492.  He  was  not  judge  ;  you  were  the  judge  ;  you  were  the  supreme  of  the 
court,  were  you  not  ? — You  do  not  wish  to  implicate  me,  I  hope,  because  I  do 
not  wish  to  give  evidence  against  myself,  if  you  are  going  to  put  me  in  that 
position. 

5493.  Viscount  Goderich.]  Were  you  present  in  court  on  that  occasion? — 
I  was  ;  it  could  be  no  court  without  the  Governor. 

5494.  But  you  did  not  interfere  in  charging  the  jury,  or  guiding  them  as  to 
their  verdict  ? — No. 

5495.  You  took  no  part,  then,  in  the  proceedings  except  sitting  there? 
—No.' 

0.24— Sess.  2.  p  P  4  5496.  Mr. 
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lV^C^'id°\i  ^^9^-  Mr.  Ed-ward  Ellice.']  If  you  had  thought  that  a  great  injustice  was 

'    "  '"^  '       going  to  be  done,  would  you  have  felt  justified  in  continuing  the  court? — 

J    j^jj     o  ^      There  was  such  a  strong  feeling.     There  was  the  judge  who  was  responsible  to 

you  for  the  legality  of  the  act.     The  recorder  was  there,  as  far  as  the  law  was 

concerned,  to  see  that  all  was  right. 

5497.  Mr.  GroganJ]  You  have  described  to  us  now  the  constitution  of  the 
court ;  that  the  Governor  and  Council  presided  at  it  to  see  justice  done,  and 
that  the  recorder,  as  their  judge,  charged  the  jury  and  directed  them  as  to  the 
verdict  which  they  ought  to  find  ? — Yes. 

5498.  You  speak  of  a  jury  ;  of  how  many  did  it  consist  ? — Twelve. 

5499.  Of  the  settlers  of  the  country  generally? — Of  the  settlers  of  the 
country ;  and  on  that  occasion  I  remember  that  some  of  the  most  intelligent 
of  the  settlers  had  been  selected. 

5.500.  Viscount  Goderieh.]  Then  it  appears  that  although  Mr.  Thorn  was 
suspended  from  his  function  as  recorder  in  1849  by  Sir  George  Simpson,  he 
nevertheless  came  into  court  on  this  occasion  and  acted  again  as  recorder,  and 
that  you  permitted  him  to  do  so  ? — He  was  not  suspended  exactly  ;  it  was 
a  sort  of  agreement  between  the  recorder  and  Sir  George  that  he  would  with- 
draw ;  that  he  would  not  enter  the  court  or  council.  It  was  a  voluntary  act 
between  the  parties,  I  believe,  as  far  as  I  heard  of  it ;  but  I  was  not  present  at 
the  time. 

5.501.  You  would  have  held  that  he  had  the  right  of  coming  into  court  again, 
and  acting  as  recorder  during  that  time  r  — Yes ;  he  was  paid  for  it. 

5502.  But  he  did  not  act? — He  did  not  act  except  on  that  occasion  ;  on  that 
occasion  he  was  called  in  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  who  were  opposed  to 
him. 

5503.  Mr.  Roebuck]  Were  there  any  trials  which  took  place  during  bis 
absence  ? — Several  trials  took  place. 

5504.  Who  was  judge  then  ?— I  was  judge  ;  I  administered  justice,  as  far  as 
hearing  what  was  said  ;  but  I  pretty  much  adopted  the  plan  which  is  usual  in 
our  military  courts,  and  instead  of  charging  the  jury,  which  I  felt  I  had  not  the 
ability  to  do  (I  had  not  the  phraseology  to  charge  the  jury  in  the  language  in 
which  they  should  be  charged),  I  merely  desired  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  read 
the  proceedings,  to  refresh  the  memories  of  the  jury,  and  I  left  them  to  decide 
the  question. 

5505  Viscount  Goderieh.]  When  was  Mr.  Thorn  appointed  clerk  of  the 
court? — I  think  it  was  in  1852  that  he  was  appointed  clerk  ,•  I  do  not  exactly 
remember  the  date ;  it  was  after  this  trial ;  I  wrote  home  very  strongly  upon 
it ;  I  did  not  feel  at  all  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of  that  court,  and  I  wrote 
home. 

5506.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Did  any  of  the  parties  object  to  the  proceedings 
of  that  court  ? — There  was  a  great  deal  of  objection  on  the  part  of"  Mr.  Pelly, 
the  defendant ;  he  wrote  very  strongly  home  to  Sir  John  Pelly,  the  governor. 

5507.  Mr.  Christy.]  Are  you  aware  that  there  is  an  Act  of  Parliament 
restraining  any  co\irt  within  Rupert's  Land  from  trying  any  civil  action  where 
the  amount  at  issue  exceeds  200/.  ?  — I  had  heard  that,  and  in  order  to  have  the 
fact  ascertained  I  wrote  home  about  it.  I  have  the  letter  in  my  pocket,  which, 
with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Ellice,  I  will  read  to  the  Committee,  because  this  is 
an  official  letter.  I  felt  myself,  from  what  had  been  stated  on  the  subject,  that 
it  was  a  doubtful  question,  and  I  was  determined  to  have  it  brought  before  the 
Governor  and  Committee  at  home.  I  was  asked  the  question  when  Mr.  Thorn 
accepted  the  appointment  of  clerk  ;  it  was  in  April  1851 ;  here  is  a  copy  of  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Caldwell,  who  was  Governor  of  Rupert's  Land,  and  I  see  that  that 
is  the  date.  I  cannot  now  lay  my  hand  upon  the  letter  which  I  received  in  reply 
to  mine. 

5508.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Will  you  state  the  substance  of  the  letter  to  which 
you  have  referred  ? — That  I  had  not  exceeded  the  powers  in  going  beyond  200/. ; 
that  there  was  no  limitation. 

5509.  Mr.  Roebtic/c.]  That  was  the  answer  which  you  received  from  London  r 
—Yes. 

5510.  Mr.  Christy.]  Am  I  to  understand  that  you  had  heard  that  you  were 
not  to  try  any  cases  exceeding  200/.,  and  that  you  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Company  in  London  r — There  was  a  great  deal  said  in  the  settlement  by  those 

who 
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who  were  opposed  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  that  they  had  not  the  power        Lieut.-col. 
to  go  beyond  200  /.     I  then  wished  to  know  the  fact  from  the  Company  them-       ^-  Oaldwdl. 

selves,  whether  my  powers  were  such,  in  order  that.  I  might  in  future  be  guided 

as  to  the  decisions  of  the  court.  '5  June  1857. 

5511.  Viscount  Goderkh.']  And  the  reply  which  you  received  was,  that  there 
was  no  limit  to  your  power  in  that  respect  ? — ^I  think  that  that  was  the  nature 
of  it. 

5512.  Mr.  Christt/.]  You  can  put  it  in  afterwards,  but  you  did  address  a 
letter  to  London  ?— Yes. 

5513.  And  you  received  a  reply  to  that  letter? — I  did. 

5514.  Which  did  not  limit  your  powers  ? — I  would  rather  say  that  it  stated 
that  the  powers  had  not  been  exceeded  in  going  beyond  200  l.  ;  that  was  the 
question  which  I  put. 

.'■)5i5'  Are  you.aware  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  under  a  bond  of 
5,000  l.  to  refer  all  cases  of  this  amount  to  the  courts  in  Canada  r-^No,  I  am 
not  aware  of  it. 

5516.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  You  do  not  know  whether  that  bond  relates  only 
to  the  licensed  territory  ? — No,  T  am  ignorant  of  that. 

5517.  Mr.  Christy.]  Have  you  ever  seen  a  charge  to  the  jury  at  Red  River 
published  by  Mr.  Thorn  ? — Yes,  I  have  seen  it ;  but  it  was  previous  to  my 
going  out. 

5518.  Have  you  seen  that  since  you  went  out;  did  you  see  it  at  the  time  you 
were  there  ? — I  saw  it  when  I  arrived  in  the  country. 

5519.  There  are  several  cases  of  a  capital  nature  referred  to  in  this  charge  ; 
I  do  not  mean  cases  where  sentence  of  death  has  been  passed,  but  cases  of 
murder  and  manslaughter  which  have  been  tried  by  the  court ;  do  you  consider 
that  you  had  the  necessary  authority  for  trying  these  cases  at  the  Red  River 
■without  reference  to  the  courts  of  Canada  ? — There  was  one  instance  in  which 
infanticide  was  brought  before  me  ;  I  will  confine  myself  to  what  is  within  my 
own  experience  ;  it  was  the  grandmother  who  had  made  away  with  the  child'; 
that  is  to  say,  she  took  out  her  daughter  in  the  open  air,  while  the  snow  was 
on  the  ground,  and  she  took  no  care  of  the  progeny  after  it  was  brought  forth, 
and  the  child  died,  and  she  was  brought  up  for  infanticide,  and  was  found 
guilty,  and  she  was  sentenced  to  be  hung.  From  the  recommendation  of  the 
jury,  and  from  circumstances  which  were  recorded,  I  commuted  the  punishment 
of  death  to  two  years'  imprisonment.     That  was  the  only  case. 

5520.  During  that  time,  when  you  were  exercising  those  powers,  you  were 
not  aware  that  there  existed  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  limited  the  powers 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  compelled  all  such  cases  to  be  sent  to 
Canada  ? — I  was  not,  otherwise  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  have  got  rid  of 
the  case. 

5521.  Mr.  Grogan.]  When  did  you  hear  for  the  first  time  of  that  powei"^ 
that  in  case  of  any  prosecution  for  such  an  oflFence  as  you  have  just  described  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  courts  in  Canada  ? — I  have  heard  it  here. 

5522.  This  is  the  first  time  ? — I  may  have  heard  it  in  this  room,  but  it  has 
been  since  1  have  been  present  upon  this  inquiry. 

5523.  During  the  whole  time  when  you  were  Governor  of  the  territory  you 
had  no  information  whatever  on  the  subject  ? — No. 

5524.  Mr.  Chrisiy.'}  If  you  had  heard  of  such  a  requirement,  you  would  have 
considered  that  the  cases  which  came  within  your  notice  involved  circumstance^ 
of  that  importance  which  necessitated  their  being  sent  to  Canada  ? — I  am  not 
sufficiently  master  of  the  subject  which  you  refer  to  ;  I  do  not  know  the  Acts  of 
Parliament,  any  more  than  heai-ing  the  matter  spoken  of  in  this  room  ;  that  is 
all  the  knowledge  which  1  have  of  it. 

5.525.  Chairman.']  Do  you  think  that  the  settlement  imprpved  while  you 
were  there  ? — Very  much  ;  there  was  a  very  great  improvement,  g,nd  I  think 
they  are  greatly  indebted^to  the  exertions  of  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land. 

5526.1  Wfas.care  taken  in  the  education  of  the  children  ? — Very  great  care  ; 
so  much  so  that  I  could  not  have  remained,  having  a  young  family,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  great  anxiety  of  the  Bishop  to  have  a  proper  school  established  in 
the  country.  He  had  a  gentleman  from  Cambridge  out  as  a  tutor,  and  he 
provided  a  lady,  who  had  kept  a  l^rge  establishment  at  St.  Cross,  near  Win- 
chester, for  the  education  of  the  females :  he  went  to  very  great  expense.    I  am 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  Qq.  quite 
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Lieut.-coi.        quite  sure  that  the  income,  which   was  only  20  /.  a  year  for  each  scholar,  was 
W.  Caldwell.       exceeded  by  the  expense. 

55-'7-  When  you  left  do  you  think  that  it  could  be  generally  described  as  a 

1-5  June  1857.      ^yqW  ordered  and  thriving  community  ? — I  think  so. 

552:s.  ^Vere  life  and  property  adequately  protected? — I  cannot  say  as  to 
that ;  people  seemed  to  live  in  fear  ;  people  were  alarmed  lest  they  should  have 
their  property  set  on  fire,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ;  they  did  not  dare  to  take 
any  active  steps. 

.')5'2Q.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Do  you  mean  set  on  fire  by  incendiaries  ? — They 
were  fearful  of  giving  offence  to  their  neighbours- 

5,530.  Do  you  mean  that  such  incendiary  fires  were  common? — No- 

5531 .  Then  why  were  they  apprehensive  of  them  ? — There  was  a  fear  in  their 
mind. 

55 -^2.  It  was  a  fear  without  any  foundation  from  actual  experience  ? — There 
was  no  foundation  for  it. 

5533.  If  there  was  no  foundation  for  such  fears  from  actual  experience,  what 
was  it  which  caused  their  apprehensions  to  be  turned  in  that  direction  rather 
than  in  any  other  ?  —I  cannot  say  that,  but  I  can  merely  mention  the  fact  of 
hearing  it  stated  repeatedly,  that  they  were  afraid  to  give  evidence  against  their 
neighbours,  against  any  neighljour ;  there  was  a  great  delicacy  in  giving  evidence. 

5.534,  What  means  of  knowledge  have  you  that  such  fears  as  you  have  de- 
scribed actually  existed  ? — The  question  was  in  the  fur  trade  :  that  they  were 
apprehensive  of  coming  forward  to  give  evidence,  or  to  take  any  active  part  in  the 
protection  of  the  fur  trade  ;  they  were  apprehensive  of  those  against  whom  they 
might  appear. 

5535.  iVJr.  Roebuck.]  You  mean  that  the  fur  trade  was  a  monopoly  exercised 
by  the  Company? — Yes. 

553G.  And  in  order  to  protect  that  monopoly,  if  anybody  gave  evidence  he 
would  incur  the  displeasure  of  his  neighbours  ? — When  there  was  a  disturbance 
about  the  fur  trade  in  the  country,  1  spoke  to  the  magistrates  in  order  to  call 
out  the  better  disposed,  or  those  who  did  not  traffic  illicitly  or  privately  in  the 
fur  trade,  to  be  sworn  in  as  special  constables.  The  magistrates  told  me  that 
no  man  would  come  forward  in  a  case  of  that  sort. 

5537.  The  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade  was  so  disliked  by  the  people,  that  they 
turned  their  displeasure  against  anybody  who  endeavoured  to  maintain  it  ? — No; 
I  would  rather  put  it  in  this  light,  that  they  felt  so  little  interest  in  the  further- 
ance of  the  fur  trade,  that  they  would  not  risk  their  own  property  to  protect  the 
fur  trade. 

5538.  But  then  they  must  have  apprehended  danger  from  somebody  ;  from 
what  did  that  apprehension  of  danger  arise  P^They  would  have  a  host  of 
enemies  against  them  if  they  took  an  active  part ;  that  was  the  apprehension  in 
their  minds. 

5539.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  What  enemies  do  you  mean ;  are  you  referring 
to  members  of  the  Company  as  those  enemies? — No. 

5540.  To  whom  are  you  referring  ? — I  am  referring  to  the  illicit  traders  ; 
the  private  traders;  the  greater  part  of  the  French  half-breeds  are  private  traders, 
trading  in  furs. 

5541.  Mr.  lioebuclc]  '1  hey  violate  the  monopoly  ? — Yes. 

55^2.  Sir  John  Pakuigion.']  Therefore  in  fact  there  is  a  constant  rivalry  be- 
tween that  illicit  trade  and  the  fur  trade  carried  on  by  the  Company  ? — Yes  ; 
the  others  who  do  not  trade  are  not  sufficiently  interested  in  the  matter  to  put 
themselves  in  a  prominent  position  to  protect  the  Company. 

5543.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  They  are  not  sufficiently  interested  in  the  matter  to 
incur  the  danger  arising  from  protecting  the  monopoly  ?-  -Yes  ;  that  is  the 
position. 

5544.  Sir  Jo/in  Pakington.]  You  mean  that  persons  are  afraid  of  giving  any 
information  to  the  Company  with  reference  to  the  illicit  trade  for  fear  of  the 
consequences  ? — Y'^es. 

5543.  But  then  you  say  that  although  their  fears  took  the  direction  of  appre- 
hending incendiary  fires,  there  was  no  experience  of  that  ? — No. 

554(1.  Was  there  experience  of  acts  of  violence  of  any  other  kind  from  the 
same  causes  ;  do  you  know  of  acts  of  violence  ha\ang  been  coiumitted  under 
those  ciicumstances- — There  was  no  act  of  .violence,  but  there  was  a  very  for- 
midable array  or  demonstration  of  violence  shown  in  1849. 

5547-  Violent 
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5547.  Violent  feeling  existed,  in  fact  ? — Yes.  Lieut.-col. 

,5,548.  A  feeling  existed  among  the  free-traders  of  such  a  nature,  that  persons       ^-  Oaldwell. 
felt  alarmed  with  respect  to  it  ?  —The)'  turned  out ;  there  was  a  great  mob. 

5549.  Mr.  Christy. 1  That  time  of  which  you  are  speaking  was  a  time  of  very 
great  excitement? — Yes  ;  that  was  in  1849,  shortly  after  I  got  there;  I  went 
in  1848. 

5,5,50.  Just  at  that  period,  in  the  Red  River  Settlement,  it  was  a  time  of 
unusual  excitement  ? — Yes. 

5551.  We  have  heard  a  good  deal  said,  and  you  have  heard  it  also,  having 
been  present  during  most  of  the  examination  in  this  room,  of  the  cause  of  that 
excitement  ? — Yes. 

55.52.  The  illicit  trade  in  furs  was  one  cause  ;  the  endeavour  to  put  it  down 
on  the  part  of  the  Company,  and  the  prosecution  of  it  on  the  part  of  those 
persons  who  were  illegally  engaged  in  it;  and  in  various  ways  there  was 
altogether  a  very  great  excitement  in  the  colony  ? — There  was  a  very  great 
excitement. 

55.53.  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  the  pensioners  were  sent  out  as  a  body, 
supposing  that  their  presence  might  be  of  use  in  arranging  some  of  those  dis- 
turbances, as  being  a  check  ? — Yes. 

.5554-  The  troops,  I  think,  as  you  recollect,  went  about  the  same  time  ? — I 
relieved  the  troops  ;  they  had  been  there  two  years  previously  to  my  going 
there,  and  I  went  out  with  this  body  of  pensioners  to  relieve  the  garrison. 

5555.  You  are  aware  that  the  troops  had  previously  gone,  as  there  existed  a 
state  of  considerable  excitement,  and  when  the  troops  were  withdraw  n  you 
followed  them  there  ? — I  went  out  to  relieve  the  troops ;  on  my  arrival  the 
troops  returned  home  ;  I  relieved  the  garrison. 

5556.  You  went  out,  I  believe,  under  certain  agreements,  to  obtain  grants 
of  land  for  the  pensioners  whom  you  took  out  with  you  ? — Yes  ;  20  acres  for  a 
private,  30  for  a  corporal,  and  40  for  a  seijeant.  Those  were  the  printed  con- 
ditions under  which  the  pensioners  went  out  to  that  country. 

5557-  Were  the  pensioners  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  which  were  made 
for  them  when  they  got  out  to  the  Red  River  ? — They  were  by  no  means 
satisfied  ;  they  were  very  much  dissatisfied,  and  the  reason  was  this  :  the  Com- 
pany at  home  imagined  that  they  had  a  greater  reserve  of  land  than  they 
actually  had,  and  when  the  land  came  to  be  distributed  (it  was  bound  to  be 
within  two  miles  of  the  fort)  it  was  found  that  there  was  not  nearly  the 
quantity  to  give  them  according  to  those  conditions,  and  there  was  very  great 
dissatisfaction.  Sir  George  Simpson  came  up  in  June  1849,  and  by  offering 
them  a  sum  of  money  in  lieu  of  the  land  ])acified  them.  They  were  eager  to 
get  the  money,  for  they  got  dissatisfied  with  the  country  altogether,  being  so 
Far  away  from  the  civilised  part  of  the  \yorld  that  they  were  very  much  dissa- 
tisfied on  their  first  arrival.  Another  thing  was,  that  they  were  all  put  into  a 
place  where  they  had  not  sufficient  room.  They  were  very  uncomfortable  for 
the  first  winter,  and  I  assure  you  I  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  manage  them 
at  all. 

5558.  With  respect  to  those  men  under  your  command,  do  you  think  that 
the  conditions  were  as  well  fulfilled  by  the  Company  as  they  might  have  been  ? 
— Yes,  from  the  reason  which  I  give,  that  the  Company  were  not  aware  that 
their  reserve  land  was  so  little. 

5559-  1  hen  you  think  that  it  was  more  from  their  entering  into  injudicious 
arrangements  in  the  first  instance,  than  from  a  disposition  to  break  them  when 
the  parties  got  to  the  Red  River  ? — Yes  ;  there  was  no  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  Company  to  defraud  the  men  ;  the  matter  arose  from  their  acting  ignorantly 
in  pledging  so  much  land  when  they  had  not  it  in  their  reserve. 

.  55t)0,  Mr,  Edward  Ellice.]  And  they  made  up  the  deficiency  afterwards  in 
money? — Yes  ;  they  gave  money  to  the  men;  but  I  did  not  approve  of  it, 
because  they  went  and  squandered  the  money  as  soon  as  they  could. 

5561.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  When  you  say  that  they  had  not  a  reserve  of  land 
sufficient,  was  the  land  taken  up  by  the  population  so  completely  as  to  prevent 
any  wild  land  being  at  their  disposal  ? — The  ("ompany  have  two  forts  out  there 
20  miles  distant,  and  at  each  fort  they  have  a  certain  portion  of  reserve  land. 

5562.  To  whom  does  the  other  wild  land  belong  ? — Along  the  rivers  there 
are  only  about  two  miles  which  will  come  under  cultivation ;  there  are  the 

0.24-nSess,  2.  Q  Q  2  Assinaboin 
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Lieut.-col.        Assinaboin  and  the  Red  Rivers,  and  there  are  only  about  two  miles  in  extent 
W.  Caldwell.      from  the  rivers  which  come  under  cultivation  ;  the  rest  is  all  a  swamp. 
~  5563-  But  that  swamp  does  not  extend  over  the  whole  country? — Here  and 

15  June  1857.     there  is  a  little  dry  land,  but  it  is  principally  swamp  ;  in  the  spring  for  instance, 
when  the  snow  dissolves,  it  is  all  water  for  a  great  extent. 

5.564.  Mr.  Ziowe.]  What  has  become  of  the  pensioners  ;  are  they  there  still  ? 
— A  few  of  them  are  left ;  many  of  them  went  away  before  I  left ;  some  «f 
them  went  to  Canada,  and  a  few  came  home,  and  some  few  are  left. 

5.565.  How  many  are  left? — I  left  25  families  there  when  I  returned  in 
1855. 

5566.  Mr.  Christy.]  Do  you  think  that  the  country  Jibout  the  Red  River  is 
capable  of  supporting  a  considerable  population,  as  regards  the  climate  and  the 
soil  r — Yes :  there  are  extremes  ;  there  is  very  severe  cold  in  winter,  and  there 
is  very  great  heat  in  summer  ;  but  1  have  heard  from  those  who  have  cultivated 
the  land  that  they  have  got  as  much  as  30  bushels  for  one. 

5567.  What  is  the  character  of  the  country  up  the  Assinaboin  ? — I  have  not 
been  any  distance  up  the  Assinaboin ;  I  have  only  been  about  eight  or  ten 
miles  up. 

5568.  Have  the  Company  encouraged  the  extension  of  settlement  in  that 
direction  ? — 'It  is  not  the  object  or  the  interest  of  the  Company  to  colonise  at 
all,  in  my  idea ;  I  do  not  think  that  they  have  any  great  wish  to  colonise.  A 
great  deal  has  been  said  about  land :  they  sell  the  land,  but,  unfortunately  for 
the  Company,  they  have  seldom  reaped  the  proceeds  of  it ;  they  sell  the  land 
with  the  condition  that  so  much  corn  yearly  is  to  be  given  ;  sometimes  they 
get  a  small  return,  at  other  times  they  do  not. 

5569.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Company  are  not  desirous  for  coloni- 
sation ;  the  natural  result  of  that  would  be  that  there  is  very  little  demand ; 
there  is  but  a  small  amount  of  population  which  will  create'  the  demand  for 
land  } — The  demand  arises  from  the  increase  of  families  ;  the  families  increase 
very  largely,  and  the  original  allotments  are  too  small,  and  they  go  further  up 
the  Assinaboin  as  squatters. 

557c.  Is  there  now  a  demand  for  land  there  ? — From  the  increase  of  families, 
not  from  fresh  importation. 

5571.  Taking  your  general  knowledge  of  the  country,  is  there  a  very  limited 
demand  for  land  from  the  families  of  the  population? — I  cannot  say  exactly, 
because  when  the  family  is  too  large  for  the  estate  they  go  off  and  take  land, 
and  squat  themselves  in  some  instances. 

5572.  Mr.  Edward  Ell/ce.']  Do  the  Company  throw  any  obstruction*  in  their 
way  ? — They  have  been  more  stringent  lately  in  their  regulations  ;  they  require 
some  portion  of  the  money.  The  last  year  or  two  they  have  required  them 
to  pay  a  certain  amount  before  they  allow  people  to  have  possession  of  the 
land. 

557.3.  Chairman.]  Do  the  half-breeds  associate  on  a  footing  of  equahty 
with  the  pure  white  men?— Some  few  do.  The  great  majority  of  them  are 
unlearned. 

5574.  You  think  that  there  is  no  prejudice  of  colour  ?— No,  nothing  of  that 
kind  ;  the  only  thing  is  their  not  having  sufficient  substance.  There  was  a 
magistrate  there,  a  Mr.  Grant ;  he  was  one  of  the  best  there ;  he  was  a  magis- 
trate on  the  bench,  and  there  is  a  Mr.  Bunn,  a  medical  man  there  ;  the  only 
medical  man  they  have  there  at  present. 

5575.  Mr.  Kinnaird.]  You  have  spoken  of  the  bishop  ;  what  is'your  opinion 
of  the  missionaries  generally,  and  of  the  other  ministers  in  the  Red  River  Set- 
tlement?— I  think  they  are  very  devoted  men  ;  they  do  all  they  can  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people  in  enlightening  and  instructing  them. 

5576.  It  was  said  here  in  the  evidence  that  they  were  receiving  a  sop  ;  you 
think  that  they  are  quite  above  that  ?--I  should  ttiink  so  ;  I  do  not  know  any-« 
thing  of  that. 

5577.  Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  the  settled  Indians? — I  have  been 
down  to  the  Indian  settlement,  and  been  very  much  pleased  indeed  with  the 
mode  in  which  they  carried  on  their  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  1  was  there  on 
a  Sunday,  and  they  were  as  devotional  in  appearance  as  any  congregation  I  ever 
was  in. 

5578.  As  to  their  settled  habits  ;  are  they  becoming  industrious  ? — They 
have  farms,  and  some  few  animals  amongst  them. 

5579.  Did 
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5579.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  Indians  who  professed  Christianity^  ivhether        Lieut.-col, 
settled  or  hunting  Indians  ?— Yes,  those  Indians  at  the  Indian  Settlement  are       W.  CaUwll. 
professed  Christians ;  they  become  professed  Ghristialis  when  they  settle. 

5.580.  Do  some  still  continue  hunting  ? — No;  most  of  them  at  the  Indian      i5J"iei857. 
Settlement  are  voyageurs  ;  they  go  to  Yoi'k  in  boats. 

5581.  Mr.  Roebuck.l  Are  4hey  CathoUcs  or  Protestants? — At  the  Indian 
Settlement  they  are  Protestants  ;  it  is  a  Protestant  settlement.  The  Catholics 
^re  kept  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  The  Catholic  missionaries  are  there ; 
there  is  a  Catholic  cathedral  and  a  bishop's  house,  and  the  priests  are  thfere ; 
they  keep  the  Catholics  distinct  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  from  Fort 
Garry  ;  the  CathoUcs  are  quite  a  distinct  people  among  the  half-bre6ds  ;  then 
they  have  a  portion  of  them,  about  20  miles  up  the  Assinaboin,  at  what  they 
call  White  Horse  Place. 

5.582.  Mr,  Kinaird.]  Do  you  think  that  Christianity  has  produced  any  solid 
abiding  change  there,  or  an  improvement  generally  in  those  at  the  fndian 
Settlement  ? — I  have  heard  that  a  good  deal  has  been  done  where  Archdeacon 
Hunter  was ;  that  three  or  four  churches  have  been  built,  and  that  the  people 
are  very  quiet  and  orderly.  ■  •>' 

5583.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  desirable  to  encourage  them  to  settle  in  larger 
or  smaller  bodies  ■ — ^Decidedly. 

5584.  Can  you  say  anything  as  to  localities  where  settlements  might  be 
either  possible  or  expedient? — No,  I  do  not  know  anything  beyond  the  imme- 
diate precincts  of  Red  River. 

5585.  Has  there  been  any  discouragement,  to  your  knowledge,  to  the 
missionaries  in  forming  settlements  of  Indiahs  ?-^There  was  a  discoiit-agement 
on  the  part  of  the  chief  factor  at  the  portage,  which  is  some  60  or  70  miles 
away  from  the  settlement;  the  extent  of  my  cojamatid  was  50  miles  north, 
-south,  east,  and  west  from  Fort  Garry,  from'  the  Upper  Fort ;  that  is  the  extent 
of  Assiniboia. 

5586.  In  your  district  every  facility  was  givein,  under  your  jurisdiction,  for 
-settling? — There  was  only  one  settlement  of  Indians^  namely,  at  the  1  Indian 
Settlement,  which  is  27  miles  from  the  Fort ;  1  am  not  aware  of  liany  discou- 
ragement there.  — 

5587.  What  were  the  circumstances  to  which  you  alluded  at  the  pol-tage  ? — 
Mr.  Caldwell  was  the  Governor  of  Rupert's  Land  when  the  redundancy  of  the 
pojjulation  in  the  Middle  District,  whAt  they  call  the  Rapids,  wished  to  take 
up  fresh  ground,  and  they  selected  that  spot  ;  I  (do  not  know  why  ;  ahd 
Mr.  Caldwell  offered  objections,  because  it  was  beyond  the  prebinots  of  the 
settlement. 

5588.  Mr.  CArafy.]  You  have  probably  heardi  many  complaints  which  have 
been  made  on  the  part  of  the  missionaries  ;  do  you  think  that  during  the  time 
of  your  government  those  complaints  wera  well  founded  ?  —  I  cannot  say  that 
I  have  heard  them  ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  those  beyond  my  district ;  they 
were  mere  reports.     I  heard  the  sentiments  of  some  of  them.  :  > 

5589.  There  lias  been  laid  before  this  Committee  a  petition  from  Pigwis,  the 
chief  of  the  Saultaux  Indians.  As  this  is  important,  coming  from  the  chiefof  a 
tribe,  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether  you  think  that  he  was  capable  of  understanding 
the  nature  of  a  petition  of  this  kind,  setting  out  his  grievances,  and  complaining 
of  what  he  thought  injustice? — He  is  getting  now  an  old  man,  but  he  is  a  very 
intelligent  man  for  an  Indian  ;  he  is  not  able  to  draw  up  a  petition  ;  he  is  very 
•fluent  in  language,  like  all  Indians,  which  I  could  not  understand  a  word  of; 
he  is  very  fluent  in  speaking,  like  all  warriors. 

5590.  This  is  a  petition  which  is  addressed  to  the  House  of  Commons  or  to 
the  Queen.  Are  you  aware  that  this  chief  of  the  Saultaux  tribe,  Pigwis, 
received  from  Sir  George  Simpson  a  complimentary  certificate  ? — I  do  not 
know  about  that,  but  he  has  a  lai'ge  silver  medal  with  George  the  Third 
upon  it. 

5591.  Are  you  aware  that  he  received  a  certificate  from  Lord  Selkirk  ? — 
I  am  not.  I  find  that  I  have  now  the  letter  to  which  I  previously  referred  as  to 
the  powers  of  the  Governor  of  Assiniboia  with  respect  to  fine.  This  is  a  letter 
dated,  "Hudson's  Bay  House,  London,  5th  April  1854,"  and  it  contains  the 
following  passage  :  "  With  respect  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  competency  of  the 
court  of  Assiniboia  to  adjudicate  in  civil  cases  exceeding  the  amount  of  200/. 
I  am  to  inform  you  that  that  court,   being  held  under  the  authority  of  the 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  "  Q  Q  3  charter 
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Lieut.-col.        charter  within  the  limits  of  Rupei-t's   Land,  its  powers  are  not  restricted  as  to 
W.  Caldwell.       the  amount  upon  which  adjudication  may  be  made,  the  rights  held  under  the 

charter  being  reserved  by  the  last  clause  of  the  Act  Geo.  4,  c.  66." 
15  June  iS.*;?.  5592.  Viscount  Goderich.]  What  year  of  George  the  4th  r — I  understand  it  is 

the  1  st  and  2d. 

5593.  I  think  you  stated  that  the  people  of  the  Red  River  turned  out  in  the 
year  1849 ;  will  you  state  to  the  Committee  what  is  meant  by  that  expression  ? 
— I  do  not  know  whether  this  Committee  are  aware  that,  in  July  1848,  Lord 
Grey  wrote  to  me  to  make  inquiries  into  certain  allegations  of  maladministra- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  This  brought  me  immediately 
in  contact  with  the  settlers,  and  with  the  Company  on  the  other  side.  I  had  a 
difficult  post  in  the  duties  which  were  imposed  upon  me  by  the  Colonial  Minister. 
That  letter  only  reached  me  in  February ;  and  during  February  and  part  of 
March  I  got  all  the  information  in  my  power  to  furnish  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary, and  I  sent  that  home  in  March.  Soon  after  that  they  got  up  a  report  that 
I  was  bribed  by  the  Company,  and  that  I  was  paid  by  the  Company,  and  conse- 
quently must  be  a  Company's  man  ;  that  there  v»as  no  impartiality  at  all  in  the 
thing ;  that  I  must  be  partial  to  the  Company's  interests.  I  must  say  that  the 
man  was  mentioned  by  Mr.  Ballenden  unjustly ;  it  was  an  improper  thing 
to  do,  because  the  man  had  been  commissioned  by  another  chief  factor  to 
get  furs  for  him ;  and  there  was  a  very  great  commotion  at  that  time  ;  there 
was  a  very  great  stir  amongst  the  free-traders.  That  was  the  cause  of  the 
excitement. 

5594.  Mr.  Grogan.'\  You  stated  that  when  you  first  went  out  to  the  colony 
there  was  a  considerable  excitement  r — Yes  ;  soon  after  I  went  out  there. 

5595.  Is  that  what  you  have  Just  now  referred  to? — Yes  ;  what  I  have  just 
stated  was  the  cause  of  the  excitement  in  1849. 

5596.  Was  it  considered,  then,  that  the  inquiry  into  and  settlement  of  that 
case  created  that  excitement,  or  that  it  was  caused  by  the  presence  of  the  pen- 
sioners ;  which  of  the  two  ? — The  jury  found  them  guilty  of  illicit  trading,  but 
the  factor  who  had  brought  forward  the  action  requested  that  no  punishment 
might  be  awarded,  and  the  consequence  was  that  they  went  out  of  court  crying 
out  that  they  had  gained  their  object  in  having  free  trade. 

5597.  And  then  the  colony  became  pacified  '1 — When  they  gained  that  point 
they  were  well  satisfied. 

5598-9.  During  the  time  that  you  were  out  there  as  Governor,  had  yon  any 
further  trouble  connected  with  this  question  of  the  illicit  trade  in  furs  r — No, 

1  had  not ;  there  was  a  little  matter  which  arose  in  consequence  of  five  Indians 
descending  from  the  boats,  and  they  were  taken  up. 

5600.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  But  was  not  the  chief  cause  of  discontent  among  the 
settlers  what  they  conceived  to  be  the  maladministration  of  the  law  ?  — That  was 
one  of  the  things  stated  in  the  petition  sent  home. 

5601.  The  maladministration  by  INIr.  Thorn,  as  recorder  ? — Yes. 

5602.  Was  not  that  the  great  reason  of  the  discontent  ? — That  was  one  of  the 
reasons  assigned  by  the  petitioners. 

5603.  You  say  "  assigned"  ? — I  must  say  "assigned." 

5604.  You  do  not  mean  by  that  word  to  signify  your  disbelief  of  the 
statement? — No,  I  do  not,  because  I  have  previously  stated  that,  through  my 
representation  the  Company  removed  Mr.  Thorn  from  office. 

5605.  Mr.  Christi/.]  Do  you  know  anything  at  all  of  the  tariff  of  payment 
by  which  the  hunters  are  remunerated?— Yes ;  the  tariff  is  arranged  by  the 
Company. 

5606-  It  is  arranged  differently  in  different  districts,  is  it  not  ? — I  cannot 
speak  as  to  that ;  I  can  only  say  as  to  Red  River ;  for  my  knowledge  as  to 
other  places  does  not  go  beyond  hearsay  ;  I  can  only  confine  myself  to  my  own 
district  from  my  own  knowledge  ;  from  my  own  knowledge,  2  d.  a,  pound  was 
that  which  was  given  until  lately  ;  the  last  year  or  two  the  pemmican  became 
much  more  scarce,   and  there  was  an  increase  of  a  halfpenny.     Tliev  gave 

2  I  d.  a  pound  for  pemmican,  and  the  fat  was  3  d. 

5607.  Chairman.]  The  payments  were  in  money,  I  presume? — Yes;  at  the 
Fort,  at  the  Red  River,  they  paid  in  money,  or  rather  it  was  an  equivalent  for 
money,  for  they  gave  the  Indians  an  order  upon  the  store ;  the  Indians 
generally  laid  out  the  greater  portion  of  tlieir  money  at  the  store  in  buying 
supphes, 

5608.  Mr. 
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5608.  Mr.  Christy.']  Do  you  draw  a  distinction  between  what  I  term  the  tariff        Lieut  -col. 
and  the  standard  to  trade  ? — The  tariff  is  what  is  arranged  by  the  Company ;       IV.  Caldwell. 

I  am  now  speaking  of  the  provisions  ;    I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  tariff  of       — 

furs  ;   I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  furs.  15  June  1857. 

5609.  Had  you  any  knowledge  whatever  of  the  standard  to  trade  as  erected 
in  the  colony  while  you  governed  the  Red  River  Settlement ;  by  that  I  mean 
tx)  say  the  rate  at  which  the  hunters  were  paid  for  their  labour,  for  the  furs 
which  they  produced  to  the  Company  ? — What  price  the  hunters  got  I  am  not 
aware  of ;  but  whatever  price  they  got  I  imagine  that  they  were  satisfied,  for 
if  there  was  any  dissatisfaction  upon  that  head  they  would  take  their  furs,  or 
have  them  conveyed  to  Pembina,  where  there  was  an  opposition  American 
trader ;  and  I  must  say  that  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Harriett  was  at  Pembina 
there  were  greater  prices  given  at  Pembina  than  ai  Red  River,  and  there  are 
greater  prices  at  Red  River  than  at  the  back  settlements ;  that  is  all  I  know 
of  it. 

561 0.  Do  not  you  think  that  the  inducement  to  get  a  greater  price  at  Pembina 
was  one  great  cause  of  the  smuggling  or  illicit  trade  vfhich  was  carried  on  in 
furs  ? — 1  confess  that  that  was  my  own  opinion ;  but  1  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  fur  trade,  and  of  course  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  those  parties ;  if  I  had 
been  a  fur  trader,  I  should  have  adopted  a  different  course  myself. 

5611.  The  great  value  of  your  evidence  here  is  not  from  what  you  may  say 
from  hearsay,  but  from  the  conclusions  which  you  were  able  to  form,  having 
lived  there  and  governed  that  district  during  the  time  that  you  were  there,  and 
from  the  information  which  you  can  give  from  your  own  knowledge  to  this 
Committee,  What  I  may  call  the  smuggling  or  the  illicit  trade  was  in  1849 
carried  to  a  great  extent,  was  it  not  ? — I  think  much  less  then  than  subsequently, 
because,  as  1  said  before,  that  chief  factor,  Mr.  Harriett,  who  was  at  Pembina, 
was  giving  very  large  prices,  and  I  heard  that  the  competition  was  not  equal  to 
meet  the  prices  given  by  the  Company ;   the  Company  gave  very  large  prices. 

.56 1 2.  Then  am  I  to  understand  you  to  say,  that  you  think  that  the  illicit  trade 
in  furs  has  been  rather  on  the  increase  of  late  years  ? — Certainly  ;  as  far  as 
I  have  had  opportunities  of  judging,  I  should  say  that  the  increase  was  con- 
siderably greater  of  late  ;  it  was  done  sub  rosd  at  first ;  it  was  done  more  privately 
and  clandestinely  at  that  time  ;  after  1849  they  got  more  open  in  their  defiance 
of  the  Company  and  in  smuggling  furs  into  the  States  more  largely  ;  if  they 
came  to  the.  fort  and  did  not  get  the  sum  they  asked,  they  said  they  would  take 
them  off  to  Pembina. 

5613.  Taking  a  comparative  view,  between  the  time  when  you  went  out  in 
1849,  when  the  excitement  occurred,  and  the  time  when  you  came  home 
in  1855,  your  opinion  is  that  the  smuggling  or  illicit  trade  was  rather  on  the 
increase  r — I  should  say  so  ;  that  there  were  a  great  many  more  private  traders 
than  there  had  been  previously ;  openly  so. 

5614.  Chairman.']  I  suppose  in  proportion  as  the  population  increased  in  the 
settlement,  the  probability  is  that  the  illicit  fur  trade  would  increase  also? — 
I  think  so. 

.5615.  Mr.  Grofjan.]  When  did  you  leave  Red  River  Settlement  ? — I  left  Red 
River  Settlement  in  August  1855. 

5616.  How  did  you  return  to  this  country? — I  came  by  York  Factory. 

5617.  You  went  out  to  York  and  returned  by  the  same  route  ? — I  did,  as  the 
easiest  route  that  I  could  take  with  a  family. 

5618.  Was  your  attention  at  all  called  to  the  route  which  the  North-west 
Company  were  accutomed  in  former  times  to  use  from  Red  River  Settlement 
to  Fort  William  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  ? — No ;  the  only  account  that 
I  know  of  a  late  date,  is  that  of  the  Bishop  of  Quebec,  \\  ho  took  that  route, 
and  he  had  many  disagreeables  to  contend  with  in  taking  that  route. 

5619.  You  described  that  in  going  out  your  family  were  four  weeks  in  an 
open  boat  f — Yes. 

5620.  What  river  did  you  go  up  ;  was  it  the  Nelson? — Yes. 

5621.  Were  there  many  obstructions  or  portages  during  that  journey?  — 
Thirty-three  portages,  I  think,  and  the  longest  one  was  about  three  quarters  of 
a  mile. 

5622.  Were  the  portages  or  obstructions  in  the  river  of  that  very  serious 
nature,  that  they  could  not  be  removed  except  by  considerable  trouble  and 
expense  ? — I  think  they  could  be  removed  at  some  expense. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  Q  Q  4  5623.  Would 
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w^r^'u°\  5623.  Would  it  be  very  expensive  ?— Yes,  because  you  w^ould  have  to  build 

yy.  Caldwell.      places  to  locate  your  men";  and  to  get  food  would  be  difficult. 
15  June  1857.  5*^^4'  You  also  described  to  us  that  in  the  spring  of  the  year  when  the  snow 

began  to  melt  about  the  neighbourhood  of  Red  River  certain  parts  of  the 
country  were  more  or  less  inundated  every  year? — Yes,  some  parts. 

5625.  If  the  obstructions  to  which  you  have  just  referred  on  those  rivers 
were  removed,  would  not  that  flooding,  in  all  human  probability,  disappear  ? — 
They  could  drain  the  land ;  it  would  be  a  very  great  expense  to  drain  it. 

5626.  If,  in  fact,  the  outfalls  of  those  rivers  were  improved,  there  would  pro- 
bably be  no  floods? — I  was  there  during  a  flood.  I  was  there  in  1852.  They 
are  flooded  every  26  years.  There  was  a  flood  in  1 800,  another  in  1826,  and 
another  in  1852.     When  I  was  there  the  whole  country  was  flooded. 

5627.  But  if  the  course  of  the  water  in  the  rivers  were  improved  by  the 
removal  of  these  obstructions,  would  it  not  pro  tanto  diminisli  the  extent  of  the 
flood? — But  we  have  no  obstruction  of  that  kind  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood of  Red  River :  it  is  on  the  other  side. 

.5628.  The  Red  River  empties  itself  into  Lake  Winnipeg? — 'Yes. 

5629.  Lake  Winnipeg  discharges  itself  by  Port  Nelson  into  the  sea? — Y"es; 
there  are  two  discharges,  but  those  are  remote  from  the  settlement. 

5630.  If  the  outlet  to  the  sea  from  Lake  Winnipeg,  which  receives  the' 
waters  of  the  Red  River,  were  improved,  which  you  have  described  as  perfectly 
practicable,  would  not  the  probability  of  floods  in  the  Red  River  be  proportion- 
ately decreased'.' — It  would,  certainly,  if  the  water  could  get  an  outlet. 

5631.  Mr.  Charles  Filzwillium.]  Do  you  consider  the  monopoly  of  the  fur 
trade  a  means  of  advancing  the  colony,  or  a  bar  to  its  advancement  ? — A 
monopoly  is  no  advance  to  any  civilisation. 

5632.  Do  you  consider  the  monopoly  a  curse  or  a  blessing  to  the  country  ? — 
I  think  that  the  management  of  the  Company,  with  the  Indians,  has  been  a. 
means  of  keeping  them  longer  than  would  have  been  the  case  if  they  had  been 
without  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  Company.  If  there  had  been  free  trade, 
if  the  trade  had  been  thrown  open,  I  think  that  there  would  not  have  been  the 
number  of  Indians  which  they  at  present  have  in  that  territory. 

Richard  King,  Esq.,  m.d.,  called  in  ;  and  Examined. 

R.  King,  Egq.jM.D.       5633.   Chamnan.]   I  believe  that  you  have  had  opportunities  of  becoming 

well  acquainted  with  a  portion  of  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 

Company  ? — I  have. 

5634.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee  under  what 
circumstances  you  have  formed  that  acquaintance  with  it  ? — I  went  out  in  1833 
as  surgeon  and  naturalist  to  the  expedition  in  search  of  Sir  John  Ross. 

5635.  Mr.  Edward  Eilice.']  How  long  were  you  engaged  in  that  expedition?. 
—From  1833  to  1836. 

5636.  That  is  about  24  years  ago? — Yes. 

5637.  Chairman.]  Have  you  been  there  since  ?— I  have  not. 

5638.  What  course  did  that  expedition  take?— It  took  the  course  from 
Montreal,  passing  on  to  Lake  Huron ;  from  Lake  Huron  leaving  the  Red  River 
Settlement  on  the  left  side,  passing  across  Lake  Superior,  then  on  to  La  Crosse 
Lake,  from  there  to  Athabasca,  down  the  Slave  River  to  Great  Sla.ve  Lake, 
down  the  whole  course  of  the  Great  Slave  Lake,  and  then  the  Great  Fish  River 
to  the  sea  ;  that  is  that  great  river  which  lies  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
Great  Slave  Lake,  which  runs  across  to  the  great  estuary  there. 

5639.  Where  did  you  reach  the  sea? — I  reached  the  sea  at  the  estuary  of 
the  Great  Fish  River. 

5640.  Which  way  did  you  return? — I  returned  home  by  the  English  River 
to  Hudson's  Bay,  York  Factory  ;  so  that  I  had  a  very  extensive  survey  of  that' 
country. 

5641 .  Are  you  under  the  impression  that  there  is  any  portion  of  the  territory 
which  you  then  saw  that  would  be  available  for  the  purposes  of  settlement  ?  — 
Yes ;  I  found  a  very  large  country,  as  it  appeared  to  me  at  that  date.  I  hold  in- 
my  hand  one  of  Arrowsmith's  very  best  and  recent  maps,  he  being  the  gi:eat 
authority  upon  that  countr}"^,  and  the  square  piece  of  country  which  I  always 

looked^ 
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looked  upon  as  a  very  fertile  valley  is  there  distinctly  shown.     It  is  bounded  on  R.King,Ea(i.,M.-D. 

the  south  by  Cumberland  House,  on  the  Saskatchawan ;  it  is  an  enormous  tract 

of  country.     Cumberland  territory  is,  according  to  Sir  John  Richardson,  I  find,     15  June  1857. 

several  thousand  square  miles.     Then  it  is  bounded  by  the  Athabasca  Lake  on 

the  north.     I  am  not  now  exactly  givin^y  it  north  and  south.     The  sources  of 

the  Athabasca  and  the  sources  of  the  Saskatchawan  include  an  enormous  area 

of  country,  .if  you  take  those  boundaries.     It  is  in  fact  a  vast  piece  of  land 

surrounded  entirely  by  water.     When  I  heard  Dr.  Livingston's  description  of 

that  splendid  country  which  he  found  in  the  interior  of  Africa  within  the  equator, 

it  appeared  to  me  to  be  precisely  the  kind  of  country  which  I  am  now  describing. 

I  may   state  that  I  passed  through  a  great  portion  of  that  country;  but  of 

course  what  I  am   saying  as  to  the  larger  portion  that  I  am  now  speaking  of,  is 

not  only  from  my  own  personal  observation  upon  it,  but  from  inquiry  upon  the 

spot,  seeing  the  nature  and  extent  of  that  country.     This  large  portion  which 

I  describe  as  within  this  area  I  looked  upon  as  the  most  fertile  portion  which  I 

saw.     On  this  map  it  is  very  clear.    You  will  see  the  country  entirely  surrounded 

by  water. 

5642.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  surrounded  by  water"  ? — There  is  just  a  little 
portion  of  height  of  land,  which  divides  the  sources  of  the  Saskatchawan  from 
the  sources  of  the  Elk  River  or  Athabasca,  which  does  not  seem  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  water. 

5643.  Sir  John  Pakington.]  Are  not  the  sources  of  the  Saskatchawan  very 
near  the  Rocky  Mountains  ? — No. 

5644.  Mr.  Groffan.]  You  are  speaking  of  the  northern  branch  of  the  Sas- 
katchawan ? — Yes. 

564.5.  Chaii~man.]  Do  you  mean  to  express  an  opinion  that  the  whole  of  that 
territory  is  suitable,  as  regards  soil  and  climate,  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation? 
— I  was  told  by  the  traders  there  generally  that  it  was  precisely  the  same  land 
as  that  which  I  passed  through,  namely,  a  rich  soil,  interspersed  with  well 
wooded  country  ;  here  being  growth  of  every  kind,  and  the  whole  vegetable 
kingdom  alive. 

5646.  In  what  time  of  the  year  were  you  there  ? — It  was  just  at  the  approach 
of  spring ;  then  I  returned  again  in  the  autumn,  so  that  I  saw  parts  of  the 
country  in  both  spring  and  autumn ;  but  my  principal  observations  were  taken 
in  the  spring ;  the  ascent  of  the  rivers  gave  me  that  opportunity. 

5647.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  soil? — It  was  a  black  mould  which  ran 
through  that  country,  evidently  alluvial  soil ;  the  whole  of  that  country  at 
Cunaherland  House  is  entirely  alluvial ;  it  has  been  described  by  nearly  all  the 
travellers.  Franklin  has  been  very  rich  in  his  description  ;  and  particularly 
Ross  Cox,  and  many  others ;  they  speak  of  the  richness  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  I  have  here  the  quotations  ;  there  are  a  few  observations  ot  Ross  Cox  ; 
there  are  also  those  of  Franklin. 

5648.  Mr.  Edward  EHice.]  Were  you  personally  up  at  the  sources  of  the 
Saskatchawan  }^-l  was  not. 

5649.  Have  you  been  at  the  Elk  River? — Not  at  the  sources.  I  have  been  on 
the  Athabasca  Lake. 

5650.  Was  that  the  route  which  you  took  with  Sir  George  Back  ? — Yes. 

5651 .  I  suppose  your  means  of  observation  were  similar  to  those  of  Sir  George 
Back? — No;  very  different  indeed. 

5t)52.  In  what  respect? — He  went  rapidly  in  a  canoe,  and  I  went  with 
a  very  slow  heavy  brigade  party;  I  was  days  on  the  spots  which  I  am  now 
describing. 

56,53.  Mr.  Gi'ogan.]  In  describing  this  large  tract  of  country  as  well  adapted 
for  colonisation,  do  you  include  in  your  observation  the  climate  ? — Yes. 

5654.  Are  you  able  to  give  us  any  account  of  the  degree  of  temperature  in 
winter  there  ?^I  believe  the  average  temperature  to  be  about  the  same  as  at 
Montreal  in  Canada. 

5^55-  Viscount  Gbderich.]  Do  you  mean  the  average  temperature  on  the 
Athabasca  Lake? — That  is  the  northern  boundary;  I  am  now  speaking  of  the 
very  vast  area  of  which  the  Athabasca  is  the  northern  boundary. 

5656.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Are  you  aware  of  the  opinion  of  Sir  George 
Barrow  with  regard  to  the  temperature  of  that  region  ? — No  ;  I  know  Sir  John 
Richardson's  opinion  pretty  well,  on  which  he  founded  it. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  R  R  5657-  Did 
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R-Kingi'Esq.fM.j).       5657.  Did  you  take  any  observations  yourself? — Yes;  there  are  two  volumes 
recorded  of  my  visit  to  that  country. 
J 5  June  1857.  5658.  Mr.  Grogan.~\    Was  it  any  part  of  the  object  of  your  expedition  to  look 

at  the  mineral  productions  of  the  country  ? — Yes  ;  it  is  very  rich  in  limestone; 
limestone  abounds  in  all  directions. 

5659.  Are  there  any  other  minerals  ? — 1  do  not  know  of  any  other  minerals 
except  limestone  ;  limestone  is  apparent  in  all  directions  ;  the  character  of  the 
country  presents  gneiss  and  granite  ;  and  of  course  where  limestone  is  seen  one 
draws  an  immediate  inference  as  to  its  productive  character.  The  birch,  the 
beech  and  the  maple  are  in  abundance  ;  and  there  is  every  sort  of  fruit ;  there 
is  likewise  barley. 

5660.  Did  those  trees  which  you  have  described  appear  to  be  well-grown 
thriving  trees,  or  did  they  look  like  trees  exposed  to  severe  weather,  cramped 
and  gnarled  ?— They  were  very  vast  and  splendid  in  their  growth. 

5661.  As  if  the  climate  suited  them  well  ? — Entirely;  there  is  one  portion 
of  London,  which  I  believe  is  familiar,  and  which  I  have  often  pointed  out  to 
my  own  friends  as  the  sort  of  country  to  which  I  am  referring,  namely,  just  at 
the  northern  part  of  Kensington,  the  magnificent  trees  around  Kensington 
Park. 

5662.  Do  YOU  mean  to  say  that  the  trees  v^hich  you  saw  in  that  district 
would  bear  comparison  with  those  trees  ? — They  would  bear  comparison  with 
anything  of  the  kind.  There  are  enormous  rafts  coming  down  the  rivers  towards 
Canada  in  all  directions  where  they  have  opportunities. 

5663.  In  the  tour  in  question  did  you  come  upon  the  coal  formation  at 
all  ?  — Not  at  all ;  I  did  not  touch  upon  the  coals.  I  know  of  the  existence 
of  it. 

5664.  Then  it  is  your  opinion,  with  regard  to  that  large  continent  which  you 
have  travelled  over,  that  the  portions  within  the  limits  which  you  have  pointed 
out  are  the  only  parts  of  that  district  tit  for  colonisation  ? — Not  at  all ;  I  mean 
as  arable  land.  The  whole  of  the  Great  Fish  River,  down  to  the  Polar  Sea,  is 
the  finest  grazing  country  in  the  world,  as  far  as  grazing  is  concerned ;  of  course 
it  is  alluvial  soil  based  upon  sand,  and  therefore  not  an  arable  land. 

5665.  What  would  he  the  climate  theie  ? — The  climate  there  of  course  would 
interfere  very  largely  with  it,  but  still,  comparing  it  with  Northern  Europe,  it 
has  all  the  facilities  of  the  northern  parts  there. 

5666.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  Supposing  you  draw  a  straight  line  from  York  Factory 
westward  until  that  line  touches  the  Rocky  Mountains,  all  south  of  that  down 
to  the  boundary  line  of  the  United  States,  I  take  to  be,  in  your  opinion,  perfectly 
inhabitable  ■ — No,  I  cannot  speak  of  that.  My  attention  was  entirely  devoted 
in  those  days  (and  I  have  paid  vtrv  little  attention  to  that  country  since  that 
date)  to  the  line  of  country  which  1  passed  through. 

5667.  You  have  spoken  of  the  Saskatchawan  ? — Yes,  I  speak  of  that. 
.5()68.  Did  you  go  down  there  ? — I  did  not. 

5669.  Then  you  speak  of  it  by  hearsay  ? — I  speak  of  it  entirely  by  hearsay. 
My  inquiries  at  Cumberland  House,  at  Norway  House,  and  at  the  Athabasca, 
Avere,  "  To  what  exterit  does  this  go  ?  "  I  found  that  in  many  instances  in  that 
country  the  capabilities  of  cultivation  did  not  extend  for  more  than  two  or  three 
miles.  Upon  my  inquiry  at  Cumberland  House,  as  well  as  at  the  Athabasca, 
they  told  me  that  the  whole  line  of  country  was  precisely  the  same,  and  they 
pointed  out  those  divisions  which  I  have  just  named  to  the  Committee. 

5670.  But  the  Athabasca  is  a  good  deal  north  ? — Yes. 

567!.  Were  you  ever  at  Lake  Winnipeg? — -I  know  nothing  of  Lake  Winni- 
peg ;  I  did  not  go  to  the  Red  River  localit}^,  although  within  close  proximity 
to  it. 

5672.  Then  you  know  nothing  of  the  southern  portion  of  that  country  ? — 
No ;  I  know  that  to  be  the  best  part ;   I  know  it  to  be  very  rich. 

5*173.  Mr.  Christy.]  You  have  not  any  doubt  but  that  this  district  through 
which  you  travelled  possesses  the  highest  qualities  for  colonisation,  if  properly 
opened  up  ? — Certainly. 

5674.  First  by  an  exploration,  and  afterwards  possibly  by  roads  ? — 1  do  not 
think  it  requires  any  exploration.  You  will  find  that  numerous  travellers  who 
have  passed  through  that  country  are  of  the  same  opinion  ;  there  is  no  doubt 
about  its  capabilities  of  cultivation. 

5675.  Both 
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5675.  Both  as  regards  its  natural  products,   its  climate,   and   every  other   ^-^^"S'^^l-^^'^- 
respect  ? — Yes ;  it  is  equal  to  anything  which  Canada  can  produce. 

5676.  Did  you  in  your  journey  come  in  contact  with  any  of  the  native  tribes  ?       '5  June  1857. 
— Yes,  I  passed  through  portions  of  every  tribe  in  the  territory. 

5677.  Will  you  describe  what  they  were? — The  first  I  came  amongst  were 
the  Chippewas,  bordering  upon  Lake  Superior:  they  were  then  almost  a  settled 
people,  so  ihat  I  had  very  little  opportunity  of  judging-  as  to  any  effects  upon 
the  fur  trade ;  they  appeared  to  me  totally  independent  of  the  fur  trade,  for 
they  were  living  upon  fishing,  and  so  on.  Then  the  Crees,  the  next  northern 
tribe  to  the  Chippewas,  were  very  small  in  number ;  I  found  that  the  Crees  had 
immensely  decreased,  and  that  they  were  gradually  decreasing ;  they  had 
decreased  very  greatly  in  Franklin's  time,  and  they  have  very  considerably 
decreased  since  Franklin's  time.  Then  the  next  northern  tribe  are  the  Chipe- 
"wyans. 

5678.  Did  the  Crees  give  you  any  reason  for  having  decreased? — Yes  ;  their 
account  of  the  decrease  was  precisely  what  they  told  Franklin,  that  the  "  fife- 
water  "  had  destroyed  them  all,  which  is  recorded  in  Franklin's  narrative ; 
that  that  had  been  the  cause  of  reducing  them  in  numbers.  Then  there  was  no 
doubt  another  cause  operating  at  the  same  time,  which  cause  was  that  the 
animals  no  longer  existed  ;  the  beavers  had  been  all  driven  off.  Beginning  from 
the  south  until  you  get  to  the  Athabasca,  nearly  all  those  forts  display  to  you 
evidence  of  very  large  tracts  of  the  country  having  been  exceedingly  well 
supplied  with  game  ;  and  the  Indians  have  entirely  gone  north ;  the  Crees  have* 
gone  north. 

5679.  Mr.  Edivard  Ellice.]  Are  you  speaking  from  your  own  personal  obser- 
vation ? — ^Yes. 

5680.  Were  you  at  those  forts? — Yes. 

5681.  V/hat  fort  were  you  at? — Athabasca. 

5682.  Twenty-three  years  ago? — Yes.  It  had  evidently  been  a  building  on  a 
very  grand  scale,  but  it  was  dilapidated. 

5683.  Mr.  Christy.']  In  answering  this  question,  will  you  speak  generally  of 
the  native  population,  the  Indian  tribes ;  do  you  think  that  they  are  generally 
decreasing  ? — No,  I  do  not.  The  northern  tribes  are  certainly,  many  of  them, 
on  the  increase ;  the  very  far  distant  tribes,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  so.  My  own 
opinion  is,  that  the  Chipewyans  are  on  the  increase  considerably.  The  Copper 
Indians  are  very  much  on  the  increase.  The  Chipewyan  race  you  may  say  is 
the  northern  race  dividing  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  into  two  parts ;  they 
extend  from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic  on  the  other  side,  and  1  think  that  the 
Chipewyan  race  is  on  the  increase.  I  think  that  all  the  other  tribes  south  of 
that  are  decidedly  decreasing. 

5684.  Do  you  think  that  the  southern  tribes  are  decreasing,  from  the  circum- 
stance of  their  being  much  more  dependent  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? 
— Unquestionably,  in  many  respects,  I  think. 

5685.  Will  you  describe  in  what  way  you  think  that  tlieir  decrease  arises 
from  their  dependence  upon  that  Company  - — In  the  first  place  they  have  lost 
their  original  mode  of  hunting;  the  use  of  the  bow  and  arrow  is  gone,  the  gun 
having  been  placed  in  their  room,  by  which  they  become  dependent  upon  the 
Company  for  their  powder  and  shot.  To  make  an  Indian  really  a  hunter  with 
the  bow  and  arrow,  a  deer-stalker,  takes  a  whole  life ;  you  cannot  re-teach  the  ^ 
present  generation ;  it  takes  a  whole  life  to  learn  to  approach  at  that  distance  the 
animal  for  which  the  bow  and  arrow  come  into  vise.  Of  course,  that  is  one  of 
the  main  causes  of  their  decline. 

5686.  Then  you  think  that  the  ammunition  which  they  obtain  from  the 
Company  is  a  lever  by  which  they  may  always  be  brought  to  them? — Yes. 

5687.  Because  if  they  did  not  obtain  ammunition  they  would  not  obtain  the 
furs  of  the  animals  which  they  kill  ?—  Exactly  so.  Then  they  get  into  a  state  of 
degradation,  and  they  become  fishermen. 

5688.  Do  you  think  that  the  usual  practice  of  taking  the  fur-bearing  animals 

is  by  trapping  or  by  shooting  them  ? — Of  course  the  Company  require  them  to     y/ 
trap'  if  they  can,  because  there  are  no   holes  in  the  skin ;  but  they  shoot  the 
greater  part  of  them,  1  think. 

5689.  Are  they  very  dexterous  in  hitting  them  upon  the  head  to  avoid  injury? 
— They  kill  them  in  whatever  way  they  can,  but  mostly  with  the  gun ;  there  is 
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S.King,Eso,.,u.D,  very  little  trapjaing;  the  beaver  is  gone;  the  beaver  was  generally  trapped  ;  the 

-     beaver  does  not  now  exist  in  the  country  anywhere. 

i5.lunei857.  5690.  Mv.  Edivard  Ellice.']  What  do  you  mean  by  "the  beaver  not  existing 

in  the  country  "  ? — It  does  not  exist  in  the  old  haunts ;  there  are  very  few  beavers 
in  that  country  now ;  I  should  think  it  is  one  of  the  scarcest  animals  ;  I  did  not 
see  a  single  beaver  during  the  whole  of  my  route,  where  they  were  formerly  in 
myriads  I  was  told. 

5691.  M.X.  Christy.]  Have  you  any  instance,  from  your  personal  knowledge, 
of  any  severity  of  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  Company  towards  the  Indians? 
— No ;  I  do  not  know  a  single  instance  in  the  route  that  I  went  ;  they  could 
not  do  it;  it  is  an  impossibility;  they  are  on  sufferance  there  where  I  passed 
through  ;  the  Indian  race  is  by  far  too  numerous  ;  the  fur  trade  is  only  on 
suffisrance,  of  course,  in  these  northern  places ;  the  post  is  only  held  by  a  single 
white  man  ;  the  half-breeds  will  always  go  with  the  Indian  races,  and  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  possible  for  the  Company  ever  to  inflict  anything;  the  Indian 
race  would  cut  them  off  at  once,  of  course. 

5692.  Chairman.']  Had  you  any  means  of  forming  a  judgment  whether  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits  prevails  much  among  the  Indians  ? — No  ;  ardent  spirits  were 
never  introduced  into  the  country  beyond  the  Chipewyan  races.  The  Chipewyan 
Indians  are  a  very  numerous  tribe  indeed  ;  they  extend  from  the  Pacific  to  the 
Atlantic,  and  they  cut  off  all  the  southern  tribes.  The  Chipewyan  Indians  never 
would  take  spirits,  and  no  spirits  go  through  that  district  of  country.  The 
Cliipewyan  Indians  always  refuse  spirits  ;  that  is  a  well  known  fact ;  all  the 
southern  tribes  are  highly  addicted  to  them, 

5693.  Do  you  suppose  that  these  Chipewyan  Indians  refuse  spirits  because 
they  dislike  the  use  of  them,  or  is  it  from  their  geographical  position  that  there 
are  means  found  to  prevent  spirits  penetrating  much  beyond  the  southern  limit 
which  they  inhabit?  —  It  has  never  been  accounted  for,  but  it  is  clearly  a  fact. 
We  know  that  the  Chipewyans  extend  also  into  the  American  Fur  Company's 
territory,  and    the    American    Fur    Company    cannot    trade    uith    them    with 

Y      spirits. 

5694.  Do  those  who  are  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States  always  eschew 
the  use  of  spirits? — Yes;  1  have  always  understood  that  the  Chipewyan  race, 
in  all  instances  where  they  come  across  the  American  Fur  Company,  or  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Comjiany,  have  refused  spirits. 

5695.  Mr.  Christy.]  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  American  Fur  Company  ? 
' — Not  the  slightest. 

5696.  In  the  route  which  you  took,  can  you  tell  us  anything:  of  the  products 
of  that  country  and  of  those  seas;  do  you  suppose  that  there  would  be  any 
other  source  of  traffic  than  that  of  furs  in  that  northern  region  through  which 
you  passed  ? — I  have  always  understood  that  in  the  cetacia  the  country  is  very 
rich,  the  whale  and  the  fat-bearing  animals  ;  the  Polar  Seas  I  have  always 
understood  to  be  very  rich  in  the  fat-bearing  animals,  take  the  whale,  and  the 
seal,  and  the  porpoise. 

5C97.  Chairman.]  That  can  only  affect  the  Indians  on  the  coast  ? — Only  the 
Esquimaux ;  it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
Taking  the  lines  of  those  rivers,  1  have  always  understood  the  Coppermine 
River  and  others  to  be  very  rich  in  galena :  the  Coppermme  River  is  very  rich 
in  copper ;  coal  and  galena  were  also  found  along  the  whole  line  of  that 
coast. 

,5698.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  That  is  in  the  Arctic  Sea  ? — Yes  ;  still  it  is  within 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory  as  far  as  the  Mackenzie. 

.5699.  Mr.  Christy.]  You  did  not  hear  of  the  Company  having  developed 
those  resources  at  all  ? — Not  in  the  slightest  degree.  One  of  the  main  causes 
of  the  decline  of  the  natives,  I  consider,  is  the  fact  that  they  have  caught 
our  European  diseases,  which  circumstance  is  recorded  by  Franklin,  by 
Richardson,  and  by  everybody  almost  who  has  passed  through  the  country. 
The  measles  and  the  hooping-cough  carry  them  off  by  thousands.  The  influenza 
was  raging  at  the  time  when  I  passed  through  ;  the  people  were  dying  by  hun- 
dreds. The  small-pox  has  also  carried  them  off.  There  was  not  a  single  medical 
man  of  any  kind  whatever  in  the  country.  When  I  arrived  at  the  Fort,  as  the 
great  medicine  man,  the  amount  of  labour  which  I  had  to  devote  to  the  subject 
was  something  beyond  all  conception. 

5700.  Chairman.] 
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5700.  Chairman.^  Do  you  know  whether  any  pains  have  been  taken  to  intro-  R.King,Esq.,Tiii.T>. 

duce  vaccination  among  the  Indians  ?— -Not  in  my  time  ;  but  I  have  understood       

since  that  it  has  been  the  case  ;  there  was  not  the  slightest  vaccination  in  my      J5  June  1857. 
time.     I  am  now  speaking  of  from  1833  to  1836. 

5701.  Mr.  Christ!/.]  Do  you  think  that  the  introduction  of  the  system  of 
medical  men  has  been  since  the  period  when  you  were  in  the  eountry? — Entirely. 

5702.  You,  as  I  understand,  are  well  acquainted  with  the  advantages  arising 
from  medicine  and  its  appliances  ? — Yes. 

5703.  Perhaps  you  are  not  aware  that  since  your  time  soine  of  these 
appliances  have  been  introduced ;  such  as  a  doctor  at  some  of  the  forts  ;  it  has 
been  given  in  evidence  before  this  Committee  that  that  is  the  case  ? — I  am  not 
aware  of  it. 

5704.  Is  there  any  other  point  which  you  would  like  to  state  to  the  Com- 
mittee, with  regard  to  the  capabilities  of  the  country?— No;  I  would  only 
express  that  in  going  through  that  country  my  position  was  that  of  a  naturalist ; 
I  came  away  certainly  with  the  impression  that  it  was  a  very  magnificent 
country  in  many  parts  of  it ;  of  course  there  were  barren  portions  ;  but  upon 
the  whole,  up  to  the  Athabasca  Lake,  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  capable  of  any 
extent  of  cultivation.  Governor  Williams  had  opened  Cumberland  House.  [ 
found  implements  in  the  field  and  capacious  barns  ;  it  evidently  had  been 
placed  under  culture  ;  and  I  was  told  at  the  time  that  Governor  Williams  had 
been  ordered  away  for  his  partiality  in  this  respect. 

5705.  We  have  had  some  information  given  us  as  to  Cumberland  Ho,use  ; 
I  directed  some  questions  to  a  clerk  of  the  Company  who  had  been  through  that 
country ;  he  told  us  that  the  agricultural  operations  had  failed  ;  that  the  barns 
had  been  built  in  anticipation,  and  consequently  had  not  been  used?— I  never 
heard  that. 

5706.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  tell  Committee  what  you  think  was  the 
state  of  things,  with  regard  to  agriculture,  in  that  district  when  you  wiere 
there  ? — On  approaching  Cumberland  House  I  found  a  little  new  colony  estab- 
lished of  about  30  persons  ;  a  Canadian  and  Englishman,  and  half-breeds ;  they 
Jiad  their  fields  divided  out  into  farms,  and  other  things.  It  was  described  to 
me  by  my  men  that  there  was  a  little  colony  there.  I  bought  a  calf  of  them  : 
I  gave  7s.  for  it;  a  fat  bullock  sold  for  \2s.  It  appeared  to  me  in  going  over 
their  farms  that  they  were  very  highly  cultivated  ;  there  was  corn,  wheat  and 
barley  growing.  They  told  me  at  the  time  that  they  were  ordered  off;  that 
the  Company  would  not  allow  them  to  go  on  cultivating ;  that  it  was  against 
the  Company,  and  that  therefore  the  thing  was  to  be  broken  up.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  broken  up  or  not.  I  did  not  return  by  that  route, 
otherwise  I  should  have  ascertained  that  fact.  Then  I  went  on  to  Cumberland 
House,  and  there  I  found  that  they  were  really  borne  out  in  what  they  were 
stating,  for  1  found  that  the  barns  and  the  implements  were  in  the  field,  and 
that  the  cows  and  oxen,  and  horses,  and  everything,  had  gone  wild.  I  inquired 
the  reason  of  it ;  they  told  me  that  Governor  Williams  had  a  penchant  for 
farming,  and  that  the  Company  had  ordered  him  off  somewhere  else  ;  that  is 
what  I  was  told. 

5707.  Did  you  discover  on  your  inquiry  that  this  number  of  farms,  whether 
they  had  been  established  in  numerous  or  single  holdings,  had  been  established 
at  the  expense  of  the  Company,  and  that  the  Company  had  found  them  too 
expensive  to  carry  on  ? — Not  at  all ;  I  always  understood  that  Governor 
Wilhams  had  done  it,  and  that  it  had  been  very  much  against  the  approbation 
of  the  Company ;  that  he  had  got  hauled  over  the  coals  and  ordered  off" ;  that  • 
■was  what  they  told  me  at  the  time.  I  must  say  that  it  appeared  to  me  to  be 
the  truth. 

5708.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Who  told  you  that  I — The  person  in  charge  of 
Cumberland  House  ;  the  whole  of  my  party  of  17  men  heard  the  same  thing. 

5709.  Was  that  before  Chief  Factor  Leith   left  his  money  ?— Mr.  Leith  was 
at  that  time  in  Canada. 

5710.  His  bequest  for  the  maintenance  of  cultivation  at  Cumberland  was  after 
your  time  ? — Yes. 

5711.  Mr.  Christy.]  If  I  understand  you,  you  found  that  the  cultivation  had 
been  abandoned  at  that  time  from  some  circumstances  or  other? — Exactly. 
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R.King,Esq.,u.ji.       ^-, , ._,_     ^^j  ^^  inquiry  you  found  that  it  was  by  order  of  the  Company  that  it 
had  been  abandoned? — Exactly. 
15  June  1857.  ^^^2.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.}  The  cultivation  having  been  on  the  part  of  the 

Company? — I  do  not  know.     I  always  understood  that  Governor  Williams  had 
done  it  himself. 

5714.  How  long  was  Governor  Williams  there  before  you  were  there? — He 
was  there  in  Sir  John  Franklin's  time. 

5715-  Was  there  any  settlement  there  at  that  time,  or  was  it  merely  a  trading 
post  r — It  was  a  trading  post  at  that  time ;  there  was  a  settlement  tliere  at  that 
time. 

,5716.  \Vas  not  the  cultivation  given  up  by  those  M'ho  had  been  undertaking 
it  because  it  was  not  profitable? — 1  was  told  that  it  was  no  such  thing;  one  of 
these  little  new  colonists  came  to  me,  and  thought  that  I  was  a  Government 
officer,  and  could  interfere,  and  I  said  that  I  had  no  power. 

.5717.  What  to  do?— To  prevent  the  Company  driving  them  away  from  their 
farms,  which  they  had  been  cultivating  for  some  years. 

5718.  What  do  you  call  "  farms  "? — There  were  about  30  of  them  in  number; 
I  should  say  there  were  1,500  or  2,000  acres  under  cultivation ;  this  was  on  the 
approach  to  Cumberland  House,  not  at  Cumberland  House. 

5719.  You  talk  about  2,000  acres  having  been  in  cultivation  in  1833:  how 
do  you  reckon  that  there  were  2,000  acres ;  do  you  mean  to  say  that  you 
could  judge  yourself,  from,  personal  demonstration,  that  there  were  2,000  acres 
under  cultivation  at  Cumberland  ? — I  have  been  a  sportsman  from  a  boy  of 
about  four  or  five  years  of  age ;  I  have  been  over  a  good  many  acres ;  I  will 
not  bind  myself  down  to  the  quantity;  it  might  have  been  1,000,  1,500,  or 
2,000  acres ;  they  were  very  small  fields  ;  they  were  not  large  parcels  of 
fields. 

,5720.  How  large  were  those  fields,  do  you  think? — I  should  think  they 
extended  perhaps  to  from  three  to  four  acres  in  each  field. 

.5721.  Was  that  cultivation  continuous? — That  I  cannot  tell;  J  merely 
landed  ihere  for  the  purpose  of  getting  some  provision,  and  I  bought  a  calf,  and 
I  paid  them  7. v.  for  the  calf;  that  is  all  I  know;  they  came  and  pleaded 
with  me. 

5722.  Mr.  Christy.]  I  understand  that,  so  far  from  your  being  informed  that 
the  cultivation  haii  been  prosecuted  by  the  Company,  and  become  profitless, 
and  had  been  consequently  abandoned,  you  understood  that  it  was  private  enter- 
prise, and  that  it  had  been  prosecuted  with  very  great  success,  to  your  own 
positive  knowledge,  Irom  having  seen  the  crops  growing  :  and  that  a  complaint 
was  made  on  the  part  of  those  persons  who  were  so  engaged  in  agriculture,  that 
they  had  orders  to  quit,  and  to  cease  to  cultivate  the  land  ? — Precisely.  They 
also  said,  "  When  you  get  to  Cumberland  House  you  will  have  the  evidence 
there  that  Governor  Williams  was  ordered  to  withdraw."'  Everything  had  the 
sign  of  it,  as  these  little  colonists  had  told  me  ;  there  was  the  evidence  that  a 
sudden  termination  had  taken  place  to  the  agricultui-al  pursuits  there. 

5723.  It  is  notorious  that  cultivation  did  exist  there  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  ? — Yes  ;  it  cannot  be  denied.  I  think. 

,5724.  It  is  interesting  to  know  why  it  was  abandoned  ;  do  you  imagine  that 
it  was  abandoned  from  its  profitless  character,  or  do  you  suppose  that  it  was 
abandoned  because  it  did  not  answer  the  purpose  of  the  Company  to  establish 
a  colony  of  that  sort  in  that  position? — I  concluded  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to 
an  objection  to  the  colonisation  of  the  country. 

5725.  INlr.  Ed'ward  Ellice.]  What  were  the  colonists  ;  were  they  Englishmen  ? 
—  There  was  a  Canadian  and  there  was  an  Englishman ;  and  there  were  half- 
breeds  at  this  little  colony. 

5726.  What  were  their  names  ?— I  cannot  tell  you  ;  I  do  not  recollect  them. 
If  you  will  allow  me  to  refer  to  mjr  book  I  dare  say  lean  give  them  to  you.  You 
will  find  the  entire  account  here,  which  was  published  in  1836  {handing  the  first 
volume  of  the  JVitncsss  book  to  the  Honourable  Member). 

5727.  Mr.  Christy.]  Are  we  to  understand  that  you  believe  that  there  must 
have  been  at  least  500  acres  of  land  under  cultivation  ? — I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  there  were  at  least  1,000. 

5728.  And 
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5728.  And  you  think  that  the  cultivation  was  successful  ? — Quite  successful ;   R-  King,  Esq.  yi.v. 
the  wheat  was  looking  very  luxuriant.  - 

.5729.  Were  there  any  other  Hnds  of  crops?- There  were  potatoes,  barley,       15  June  1857. 
pigs,  cows  and  horses. 

5730.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  The  wheat,  you  say,  was  very  luxuriant ;  how  far  north 
was  it  ? — I  do  not  know  what  latitude  you  will  bring  it  in,  because  1  have  always 
restricted  myself,  as  far  as  that  goes,  to  wliat  you  call  climate.  I  will  suppose 
that  it  is  a  degree  and  a  half  north  of  Montreal ;  about  90  miles  of  north  latitude 
I  suppose  it  is. 

5731.  Mr.  Christ^/.']  What  distance  from  Cumberland  House  was  it? — This 
new  colony  was  within  30  or  40  miles,  in  a  direct  line,  1  should  say. 

5732.  Was  that  the  one  where  you  saw  the  corn  growing  and  where  you  bought 
the  calf? — It  was  the  same  spot. 

.5733-  ^i""-  Echvard  Ellice.]  I  will  read  your  account;  you  say,  "  The  ground 
about  the  house  is  not  only  excellent,  but  fit  for  immediate  culture.  The  house" 
(it  is  in  the  singular  number)  "  a  few  years  ago  was  in  most  excellent  repair,  and 
exhibited  a  very  productive  farm,  the  effect  of  the  continued  care  and  attention 
of  Governor  W  illiams,  who  had  a  great  partiality  for  agricultural  pursuits.  A 
vast  change,  however,  had  taken  place  at  the  time  of  our  arrival ;  the  house  was 
all  but  falling  to  pieces ;  the  implements  of  tillage,  and  the  capacious  barns, 
were  silent  monuments  of  waste.''  Whose  property  had  those  implements  of 
tillage  and  the  capacious  bains  been,  do  you  suppose  ? — I  do  not  know ;  I  never 
asked  that. 

5734.  Do  you  suppose  that  they  were  the  property  of  small  colonists? — No; 
that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  colony  ;  I  wish  you  to  cut  that  colony  oflF  entirely 
from  the  house  ;  it  was  attributed  by  the  parties  there  to  Governor  Williams  in 
the  representation  which  was  made  to  me,  that  he  had  done  it  of  his  own  will, 
but  with  what  resources  I  cannot  say. 

573.5'  Was  the  same  state  of  things  exhibited  in  the  little  colony  when  you 
came  to  it  ? — Not  at  all ;  it  was  only  in  its  beginning  ;  that  was  a  most  flourishing 
affair. 

5736.  Where  was  it  then  that  the  little  colonists  complained  of  agriculture 
having  been  ordered  to  cease  ? — They  complained  on  the  spot ;  they  appealed 
to  me  as  a  Government  officer,  thinking  that  1  could  reheve  them. 

5737-  Where  was  it? — On  their  own  little  colony. 

5738.  You  say  that  it  was  in  a  most  flourishing  condition  ;  how  is  that  com- 
patible with  the  statement  that  they  were  ordered  off  ? — I  cannot  speak  of  its 
being  compatible ;  I  can  only  tell  you,  that  I  found  this  little  colony  of  fields  in 
the  highest  possible  state  of  cultivation  ;  1  bought  a  calf  of  them  ;  and  when  I 
was  going  away  they  said,  "  Cannot  you  help  us  ?  you  are  a  Government  ofiicer ; 
the  Company  have  ordered  us  to  quit,  and  we  shall  be  ruined." 

5739.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  did  quit  ? — No. 

5740.  Viscount  Goderich.~\  Were  the  farms  which  you  speak  of  close  together.'' 
— The  whole  farm  of  Governor  Williams,  which  was  the  most  extensive  affair,  I 
believe,  was  about  a  day's  march. 

5741.  You  have  spoken  about  1,000  acres  being  under  cultivation;  were  the 
1,000  acres  close  together  or  scattered  about  ? — They  were  all  together  ;  they 
were  divided  into  separate  fields,  and  each  man  had  his  particular  allotment. 

5742.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  Was  that  in  this  little  colony  ? — Yes. 

5743.  Then  at  the  time  when  you  were  there  it  was  flourishing  ? — Unques- 
tionably. 

5744.  Therefore  you  have  no  idea  at  all  that  that  colony  has  been  ruined  ?— I 
have  not  indeed  ;  not  the  slightest  idea. 
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Mr.  Gregson. 

Mr.  Grogari. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney. 

Mr.  Kinnaird. ; 


Mr.  Labouchere. 
Mr.  Lowe. 
Mr.  Matheson. 
Sir  John  Pakington. 
Mr.  Roebuck. 
Lord  John  Russell. 
Viscount  Sandon. 


The  Right  Hon.  HENRY  LABOUCHERE  in  the  Chair. 


James  Tennant,  Esq.,   called  in  ;   and   Examined. 

J.  Tewza/jif,  Esq.         5745-  Chairman.]  YOU    are   Professor  of  Mineralogy,    I   believer — Yes,   at 

King's  College. 

23  June  1857.  5746,   Has  your  attention  been  at  all  directed  to  the  mineralogy  of  British 

North  America  r— Y'es  ;  I  have  had  occasion  to  examine  m.inerals  which  have 
been  brought  over  from  time  to  time,  and  have  examined  a  very  large  quantity. 
In  1850  I  examined  also  a  quantity  of  minerals  and  rock  specimens  which  were 
brought  over  by  Dr.  Rae.  The  result  of  that  examination  is  published  in  Dr. 
Rae's  Journal,  at  page  215.  There  is  there  a  list  of  the  specimens.  With  your 
permission,  I  will  read  over  the  heads  of  them.  We  found  specimens  of  gneiss, 
felspar,  granite,  mica- slate,  quartz  rock  with  felspar,  argillaceous  limestone, 
quartz  coloured  by  oxide  of  iron  and  containing  gold  ;  hornblende  slate,  talcose 
slate,  quartz  rock  with  chlorite  and  copper  pyrites,  carbonate  and  silicate  ot  copper, 
with  copper  pyrites,  calcareous  spar,  quartz  and  iron  pyrites.  Those  are  the 
principal  minerals  and  rock  specimens  which  are  found  there. 

5747.  Has  your  information  with  regard  to  that  country  led  you  to  form  a  high 
estimate  of  its  mineral  resources  for  practical  purposes  ?— I  believe  that  minerals 
exist  there  in  large  quantities,  but  Avhether  it  would  be  profitable  to  work  them 
would  be  another  consideration. 

5748.  Y'ou  have  not  that  detailed  information,  probably,  upon  the  subject 
which  would  induce  you  positively  to  pronounce  an  opinion  upon  that  point  :^ 
No  ;  I  should  rather  discourage  than  encourage  any  jierson  to  attempt  it  under 
present  circumstances,  on  account  of  the  difficulties.  With  your  permission,  I 
will  point  out  on  the  map  a  few  of  the  different  districts  in  which  these  minerals 
occur.  The  case  which  I  have  here  contains  specimens  of  silver  and  copper  from 
the  Lake  Superior  district.  Those  have  recently  been  purchased  of  a  German 
miner. 

.'i749.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.']  On  which  side  of  Lake  Superior? — On  the 
American  side  of  Lake  Superior  ;  it  is  there  where  the  largest  amount  of  copper 
is  found.  I  believe  on  the  English  side  it  has  been  unprofitable  to  work  it,  but 
on  the  American  side  very  large  masses  of  copper  have  been  ibund. 

5750.  Chai)'man.]  Are  there  any  mines  actually  worked  at  the  present  time  in. 
British  North  America  ? — That  I  am  not  aware  of.  I  believe  they  are  not 
worked  profitably. 

5751.  Have  they  been  worked  at  all  to  any  extent  ? — -Yes;  I  believe  to  a 
considerable  extent,  and  that  they  have  proved  unprofitable ;  the  large  masses 
of  copper  occur  on  the  American  side  ;  you  get  there  occasionally  a  piece  of 
many  tons  weight  ;  I  have  a  specimen  brought  from  the  same  district  which 
weighs  1  ton  14  cwt. 

5752.  Are  the  American  mines  worked  to  any  extent? — To  a  considerable 
extent. 

.5753.  Profitably ?~ Only  some  of  them;    they  go  recklessly  to  work  and   I 

believe 
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believe  that  there  are  more  failures  than  successes;  that  is  what  I  have  gathered    ^-  Tennmi,  E^i, 

from  the  gentlemen  who  have  been  interested  in  the  affair.     The  specimen  of 

copper  which  I  have  is  about  the  size  of  the  top  of  this  table,  and  eleven  inches      ^^3  -^""^  '^j"- 
thick ;  it  is  in  the  entrance  hall   of  the  Polytechnic   Institution  ;  it  is  a  solid 
mass  ;  it  was  brought  over  in  1849,  with  a  view  of  establishing  a  mining  com- 
pany in  this  country,  and  they  did  not  succeed  ;  the  copper  was  then  sold  merely 
for  its  value. 

5754.  Will  you  point  out  any  other  districts  in  this  territory  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  where  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that  minerals  exist  to  any  great 
extent  ? — I  would  mention  the  Copper-niine  River,  from  which  there  is  a  large 
specimen  of  pure  copper  in  the  collection  of  the  British  Museum,  precisely 
similar  to  that  which  occurs  on  the  American  side  of  Lake  Superior. 

57.55.  Mx.  Edward  Ellice.\  By  whom  was  ihat  specimen  brought  home? — 
By  Mr.  Hearn ;  it  is  in  the  glass  case  No,  1,  in  the  Museum;  then  if  we  go  to 
Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  gold  has  been  brought  from  that  island;  in  1850  1 
was  employed  at  the  British  Museum  to  clean  and  arrange  their  specimens.  I 
purchased  for  the  trustees  some  specimens  of  gold  brought  from  that  island, 
precisely  similar  to  the  gold  quartz  which  occurs  in  Australia,  and  also  in  the 
northern  parts.  When  I  examined  the  specimens  brought  over  by  Dr.  Rae,  they 
were  so  similar  that  we  could  not  distinguish  the  difference. 

5756.  Chairman^  Does  the  structure  of  any  part  of  that  country  resemble 
the  structure  of  the  mining  districts  in  Siberia  ? — I  should  say  very  much  so. 
I  have  brought  Sir  Roderick  Murchison's  laroe  work  on  Russia,  to  show  the 
similarity,  from  the  small  number  of  minerals  that  we  have,  and  the  close 
analogy  which  I  should  expect  of  the  same  kind  of  minerals  occurring  in  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory.  There  is  a  very  long  catalogue  of  them 
here. 

5757.  Mr.  Chr\siy7\  Will  you  tell  us  the  page  in  which  it  occurs  in  Sir 
Roderick  Murchison's  book?~In  the  Appendix,  at  page  640. 

5758.  Mr.  Grogan.'X  Do  you  mean  that  the  minerals  mentioned  in  Sir 
Roderick  Murchison's  book  are  identical  with  those  which  you  have  now 
mentioned  as  being  found  m  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory? — Many  of  them  are 
identical,  and  judging  from  the  similarity  of  rocks,  which  occur  in  different 
parts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  I  should  expect  similar  minerals  to  occur 
here.  We  have  also  on  the  coast  of  Greenland  a  great  resemblance  to  many 
of  the  minerals.  The  cryolite  occurs  there,  the  substance  from  which  the  new 
metal,  aluminium,  has  lately  been  obtained  ;  then  wefind  lead  ore  there,  in  large 
quantities,  combined  with  silver. 

5759.  Mr.  Edward  Ellict7\  Is  that  in  Greenland  ? —In  Greenland.  I  beheve 
that  has  been  profitably  worked. 

5760.  By  whom  ? — By  a  company.  Mr.  Vivian,  I  think,  is  a  gentleman  con- 
nected with  it. 

5761.  An  English  company? — An  English  company;  it  is  working  very 
quietly ;  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Taylor  is  the  manager. 

5762.  Is  it  worked  at  this  moment  ? — I  believe  it  is  at  this  moment.  Mr. 
Taylor  left  Eno^land  about  12  months  since. 

576  5.  Do  you  know  whether  it  is  profitably  worked  or  not  ? — I  believe  it  is 
profitably  worked.  Mr.  Taylor  told  me  that  it  was  so,  when  he  was  in  England 
12  months  since. 

5764.  Are  those  the  only  persons  who  have  tried  to  produce  ore  from  Green- 
land ? — No.  It  was  attempted  some  years  previously  by  some  persons  from 
Copenhagen,  I  think,  and  they  have  not  succeeded  on  account  of  the  difficulties 
of  transporting  the  materials  from  the  hays.  Then  taking  those  points,  which 
I  have  mentioned,  Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  on  the  west  part  of  the  territory, 
Lake  Superior  as  another  point,  and  the  Copper-mine  River  to  the  north  of  the 
territory,  1  should  expect  to  find  in  the  intermediate  districts,  where  we  have  a 
similar  class  of  rocks,  many  minerals  which  are  analogous  to  those  of  the  countries 
to  which  I  refer. 

5765.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Is  there  a  geological  theory  which  supposes  that  in  all 
mountains  running  north  and  south,  certain  classes  of  metals  will  be  found  : — 
That  is  found  generally  to  prevail ;  it  is  not  safe  to  say  that  it  is  alwys  so  ;  we 
have  many  exceptions,  but  in  most  cases  that  does  occur. 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  S  s  5766.  There 
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/.  TennarU,  Esq. 
23  June  ]  857. 


5766.  There  is  a  theory  of  that  sort  ? — Yes. 

5767.  Mr.  Christi/.]  I  understand  that,  judging-  from  your  acquaintance  with 
the  geological  character  of  Siberia,  as  well  developed,  and  from  your  knowledge 
of  these  points  which  j^ou  have  mentioned  in  North  America  to  the  north-west, 
and  to  the  west  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  and  that  district  which  lies  about 
Lake  Superior,  you  believe  that  from  the  natural  strata,  and  the  similarity  of  the 
one  district  to  the  other,  the  same  minerals  would  be  found  in  both? — I  should 
expect  to  find  them. 

5768.  Is  there  any  other  point  which  you  would  like  to  bring  before  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  with  reference  to  this  subject?  —  I  have  nothing  more 
to  say,  but  simply  to  exhibit  the  specimens  which  I  have  here ;  I  would  refer  to 
the  discovery  of  mercury  in  California,  which  was  not  known  to  exist  previously 
to  1850 ;  here  is  a  specimen  of  the  ore ;  it  is  so  rich  that  it  produces  a  larger 
revenue  than  any  of  the  gold  mines  ;  it  was  first  of  all  mistaken  for  an  ore  (jf 
iron. 

.5769.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Surely  quicksilver  mines  were  found  in  California  before 
1850  ? — It  was  I  think  only  in  1850  that  the  mine-;  were  worked  to  any  extent; 
they  were  discovered  at  the  time  when  the  Americans  and  the  Mexicans  were 
at  war. 

5770.  Were  not  they  worked  originally  by  the  ancient  Spaniards;  by  the 
Jesuits  r — Not  to  anv  extent,  I  believe. 

5771.  But  the  Jesuits  worked  them  to  some  extent? — They  worked  them  to 
some  extent. 

5772.  Tfj-erefore,  working  them  to  some  extent,  the  existence  of  mercury 
there  must  have  been  known? — It  was  known,  I  should  say,  to  a  very  small 
extent;  but  this  is  worked  now  to  an  enormous  extent;  I  am  assured  that 
parties  are  clearing  about  40,000  I.  a  year  from  it. 

5773.  Mr.  Grogan.]  Have  you  received  any  information  with  respect  to  gold, 
or  any  of  those  minerals,  being  found  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
in  British  territory  ;  at  Thompson's  River  or  anywhere  in  that  district  ? — No  ; 
here  is  the  first  nugget  of  gold  which  was  brought  from  Australia  ^6^r//^6^Viw^ 
the  same),  and  it  is  very  similar  to  the  quartz  with  the  gold  ;  that  was  the  first 
nugget  which  was  brought  to  England  in  1851  ;  tin  occurs  also  there  as  we  are 
assured,  which  is  another  example;  I  believe  it  occurs  there;  I  should  expect 
to  find  it. 

5774.  Mr.  Christy.]  GarneJs  and  also  tin  are  found  ? — Yes;  this  is  a  collec- 
tion from  Australia  {producing  the  .same)  ;  but  they  are  very  similar  to  those 
specimens  which  occur  in  North  America  ;  these  are  the  common  diamonds  which 
are  found  in  the  Brazils  in  their  natural  state  {exhibiting  the  same)  ;  we  believe 
that  they  are  throning  them  away  in  Australia  at  the  present  time;  we  are 
pretty  confident  that  they  are. 


The  Right  Hon. 
E..  Ellice,  If.  p. 


The  Right  Honourable  Edward  Ellice,  a  Member  of  the  House  ;  Examined. 

577.5.  Chairman.]  WHEN  did  you  first  become  connected  with  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ?— Taking  the  question  as  connected  with  the  fur  trade  of  Morth 
America,  my  first  acquaintance  with  it  was  in  1803,  when  I  first  went  to  Canada. 
The  whole  of  the  Canadian  society,  every  person  of  eminence  and  of  consequence 
there,  was  then  engaged  in  the  fur  trade,  it  being  the  only  trade  of  importance 
in  the  country.  The  trade  was  carried  on  with  countries  that  are  now  civilised 
regions,  and  where  large  cities  are  established.  It  was  carried  on  upon  the 
lakes,  Lake  Ontario,  Lake  Erie,  through  the  Michigan  territory,  upon  the 
Ohio,  the  Missouri,  the  Mississippi,  and  in  all  the  countries  to  the  north  of 
Canada.  I  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  details  of  that  trade  in  1803,  and 
with  the  persons  interested  in  it. 

5776.  Had  you  before  that  date  been  connected  with  the  North-west  Com- 
pany?—  My  connexion  with  tlie  North-west  Company  dates  from  1805.  There 
were  two  companies  then  competing  for  the  trade  of  the  north-west  from 
Canada.  My  father  had  supplied  great  part  of  the  capital  by  which  the  whole 
north-west  trade  was  conducted.  There  was  a  division  of  interest  afterwards, 
and  I  became  connected  with  what  was  called  then  the  X.  Y.  Company,  Sir 

Alexander 
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Alexander  Mackenzie  and  Company,  which  carried  on  the  trade  ia  competition  The  Right  Hon, 

with  the  origineil  North-west  Company  of  Canada.  ^  Ellice,  m.p. 

5777.   1  hen  was  it  with  a  third  company  that  you  were  connected? — No  ;  the  - — —^ 

two  Canadian  companies.  23  June  1857. 

.■5778.  What  was  the  state  of  the  country  at  the  time  that  you  joined? — The 
state  of  the  interior  country  was  very  bad.  First  there  was  the  competition 
between  the  two  Canadian  companies,  then  their  competition  with  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  carrying  on  their  business  from  England.  It  was  conducted  with 
great  extravagance ;  there  had  been  frequent  collisions  between  the  Indians 
and  the  whites,  and  gradually  everything  became  worse  until  about  the  year 
1811. 

5779-  ^^  hat  country  are  you  speaking  of? — Tlie  north-west  country,  where 
the  whole  trade  of  the  North-west  Company  was  carried  on ;  I  mean  the  country 
to  the  westward  of  Lake  Superior.  In  1811,  Lord  Selkirk  joined  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  and  that  Company,  which  had  been  rather  slower  in  its  move- 
ments than  the  Canadian  companies,  became  more  active.  Lord  Selkirk  not 
only  took  great  interest  in  promoting  the  trade,  but  he  became,  beyond  beinj; 
a  stockholder  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the  proprietor  of  a  large  tract  of 
territory  upon  the  Red  River,  where  he  made  settlements  for  the  purposes  of 
agriculture. 

5780.  From  whom  did  he  buy  that  territory? — He  bought  that  territory  from 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

.-)78i.  What  did  he  pay  for  it? — I  believe  it  was  a  free  grant. 

57b2.  When  you  say  a  "  free  grant,"  I  presume  you  mean  that , he  paid  some 
nominal  sum  for  it?— The  deed  by  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  granted 
this  territory  to  Lord  Selkirk,  was  dated  on  the  12th  of  June  1811,  and  it  is 
called  a  grant  of  lands  to  Lord  Selkirk,  made  under  the  seal  of  the  Company. 
It  says,  "Ail  that  tract  of  land  or  territory  bounded  by  an  imaginary  line  run- 
ning as  follows,  that  is  to  say,  beginning  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Lake 
Winnipeg  at  a  point  in  52°  30'  north  latitude,  au'd  thence  running  due  west  tp 
the  Lake  Winuipegoos,  then  in  a  soutlierly  direction  through  the  said  lake  so  as 
to  strike  its  western  shore  in  latitude  52  degrees,  then  due  west  to  the  place 
where  the  52d  degree  intersects  the  western  branch  of  Red  River,  Assiniboine 
River,  then  due  south  from  that  point  of  intersection  to  the  height  of  land  which 
separates  the  waters  running  into  Hudson's  Bay  from  those  of  the  Missouri  and 
Mississippi,  then  in  an  easterly  direction  along  the  said  height  of  land  to  the 
source  of  the  Winnipeg  Kiver  (meaning  by  such  last-named  river,  the  principal 
branch  of  the  waters  which  unite  in  Lake  Sagenayas),  thence  along  the  main 
stream  of  these  waters,  and  the  middle  of  the  several  lakes  through  which  they 
flow,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Winnipeg;  Kiver,  and  thence  in  a  northerly  direction 
through  the  middle  of  Lake  Winnipeg  to  the  place  of  beginning." 

5783.  Has  this  ever  been  published? — I  believe  not;  it  was  a  private 
transaction  between  the  parties  ;  then,  after  that  the  competition  and  the  neces- 
sary consequences  of  that  competition,  the  conflict  of  interest  between  the 
Canadian  fur  traders  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  became  still  more  violent,, 
and  ended  in  frequent  scenes  of  bloodshed.  Without  going  into  the  details 
which  are  before  the  Committee  already,  a  sanguinary  action  took,  place  upon 
the  Red  River  near  the  Red  River  Settlement,  in  which  I  believe  some  16  or  18^ 
people  were  killed.  Lord  Selkirk,  by  virtue  of  his  assumed  power  as  a  magis- 
trate, seized  Mr.  M'Gillivray,  the  principal  partner  oi  the  North-west  Company 
at  Fort  William,  and  the  whole  of  his  property.  The  scene  of  confusion  in 
the  country  became  so  great  that  the  Government  of  Canada  thought  it  time  to 
interfere,  and  at  all  events  ascertain  the  causes  of  this  dreadful  state  of  things  ; 
a  Commissioner  was  appointed  by  the  Government  of  Canada,  Mr.  Coltmau. 

.'5784.  When  was  that? — The  appointment  of  Mr.  Coltman  was  in  the  year 
1816,  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  causes  and  the  extent  of  the  outrage 
which  had  taken  place;  Mr.  Coltman  made  his  report  to  the  Government  of 
Canada,  which  is  printed  ;  it  is  in  the  possession  of  course  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  I  believe  is  among  the  papers  which  have  been  presented  to  Par- 
liament. Mr.  Coltman  recommended,  as  the  only  means  of  restoring  peace,  that 
some  attempt  should  be  made  to  unite  the  interests  of  the  various  fur  traders 
in  the  country ;  nothing  was  immediately  done,  the  state  of  affairs  did  not 
:  0.24 — Sess.  2.  s  s  2  improve ; 
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^p'ct/^^*^  *^*"*  ^™P^°^^'  ^"^  ^^^  contrary,  it  became  worse  ;  the  state  of  the  companies  became 
' '  '  '  worse ;  they  lost  large  sums  of  money  in  the  competition,  and  were  brought 
22  June  1857.  iiearly  to  insolvency  ;  not  only  the  companies  in  Canada,  but  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  In  this  state  of  things,  I  think  about  1819  or  1820,  Lord 
Bathurst,  then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  sent  for  me  to  consult  me 
whether  it  was  possible  to  do  anything  towards  promoting  a  union  between  the 
companies,  I  undertbok  that  matter,  not  only  at  his  request,  but  from  obvious 
considerations  of  interest,  having  become  under  considerable  engagements  for 
one  of  the  companies ;  and  after  a  very  difficult  negotiation,  I  suci;eeded  in 
uniting  the  interests  of  the  various  parties,  and  inducing  them  to  agree  to  carry 
on  the  trade  after  that  agreement  under  tlie  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. At  the  same  time,  I  suggested  to  Lord  Bathurst  to  propose  a  Bill  to 
Pariiament,  which  should  enable  the  Crown  to  grant  a  licence  of  exclusive  trade 
(saving  the  rights  of  the  fiudson's  Bay  Company  over  their  territory),  as  well 
over  the  country  to  the  east  as  over  that  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
extending  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  so  that  anv  competition  which  was  likely  to  be 
injurious  to  the  peace  of  the  country  should  be  thereafter  prevented.  From 
these  different  arrangements  sprung  the  present  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which 
is  more,  in  fact,  a  Canadian  company  than  an  English  company  in  its  origin. 
The  Act  then  passed  under  which  the  Company  have  since  carried  on  the  trade 
throughout  the  Indian  territories  beyond  their  boundaries  exclusively  by  virtue 
of  the  licence. 

.5785.  Were  those  enabling  powers  given  by  the  Crown  in  that  statute  inde- 
finite in  point  of  time;  were  they  to  last  for  ever? — No;  I  suggested  at  the 
time  that  as  temporary  arrangements  in  these  matters  are  best,  which  give  all 
parties  opportunities  for  reconsideration,  the  Crown  should  take  power  to  grant 
a  licence  for  the  trade  until  the  Act  of  Parliament  should  be  repealed ;  but  with 
respect  to  the  company,  that  the  licence  should  be  granted  for  21  years  only,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  seen  during  those  21  years  whether  the  experiment 
answered,  and  how  far  it  might  be  expedient  to  renew  it. 

5786.  Then  under  that  Act  of  Parliament  the  Crown  would  have  the  power 
of  either  renewing  this  licence  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  granting  it  to 
any  other  parties  ? — Yes  ;  in  fact  the  Crown  would  have  the  power,  but  that  is 
a  very  limited  power,  because  I  took  especial  care  in  the  Act  to  guard  all  the 
privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  The  Crown  has  no  power  by  that 
Act  to  override  the  rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  within  their  own 
territories. 

5787.  In  what  year  was  that  Act  passed? — It  was  passed  in  1821. 

5788.  Were  licences  granted  under  that  Act? — A  licence  was  granted  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  immediately  after  the  passing  of  the  Act,  for  21  years, 
which  was  surrendered  in  1838  ;  when  the  licence  was  given  up,  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  applied  to  the  then  Government  for  a  renewal  of  it  for  21  years, 
and  after  a  full  examination  by  the  Colonial  Office  and  by  the  Board  of  I'rade, 
of  all  the  subjects  connected  with  this  question  ;  after  the  Colonial  Office  had 
expressed  themselves  fully  satisfied  of  the  manner  in  which  the  trade  had  been 
conducted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  govern- 
ment of  the  country,  so  far  as  that  depended  upon  them,  had  been  administered, 
the  Ciown  was  advised  to  make  a  renewal  of  the  rights  for  another  20  years, 
which  expires,  I  think,  two  or  three  years  hence. 

5789.  Who  was  colonial  minister  at  the  time  when  that  licence  was  renewed? 
— Lord  Glenelg  was  at  the  Colonial  Office  and  Mr,  Poulett  Thomson  was  at  the 
Board  of  Trade.  The  application  was  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  first 
instance-  as  the  department  to  whom  matters  of  trade  of  that  description, 
especially  the  licence,  were  likely  to  be  referred. 

5790.  What  were  the  effects  produced  by  this  union  upon  the  country  ? — 
The  effects  of  the  union  «ere  tliat  peace  was  immediately  restored. 

57yi.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  state  to  the  Committee  what  was  the 
constitution  of  the  company  after  this  union? — The  agreement  for  the  partici- 
pation of  interest  in  the  new  company  was,  that  the  Canadian  companies,  whose 
interests  had  been  before  united,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  should  have,  as  nearly  as  possible,  equal  shares.  It  was  then  neces- 
sary 10  consider  the  interests  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  interior,  who  conducted 
the  ti'ade  on  both  sides,   and  it  was  provided  that  whatever  profits  should  arise 

from 
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from  the  trade  carried  on  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  for  the  joint  interest  o      ^j^g  r- j,^  h^„ 
the  parties,  should  be  divided  into  100  shares,  and  that  40  of  these  shares  should      e.  Eltke,  m.p.' 
be  allotted  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  interior,   who  commanded  the  posts,,  and         — — — 
superintended  the  general  interests  of  the  company,  but  who  supplied  no  capital.      23  June  1857. 
It  was  provided  that  a  certain  numbei'  of  those  shares  sh,ould  be  given  as  whole 
shares  to  the  higher  rank  of  servants,  if  they  maybe  so  called,  chief  factory,  and 
that  half  a  share  should  be  given  to  a  certain  number  of  gentlemen  in,  the  imme- 
diate rank  below  them,  called  chief  traders.  , 

5792.  Is  that  the  system  upon  which  the  trade  of  the  territory  has  been  con- 
ducted up  to  this  time  ? — That  is  the  system  under  which  the  trade  has  been 
conducted  from  that  time  to  this. 

5793.  Are  there  no  salaries,  but  are  these  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany paid  entirely  by  shares  ? — These  gentlemen  are  paid  entirely  by  shares ; 
there  are,  of  course,  other  salaried  servants  below  them.  A  .council,  is  com- 
posed, in  the  interior,  of  the  chief  factors,  the  higher  class,  which  meets  every 
year.  It  has  met  at  different  places,  but  it  meets  generally  at  the  Red  River. 
The  trade  is  directed,  lirst  of  all,  by  the  Board  of  Directors  at  home,  but,  like 
the  East  India  Company,  they  have  their  council  in  the  interior,  which  regulates 
the  local  concerns  of  the  company.  That  council,  which  meets  every  year,  takes 
into  consideration  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  year,  audits  those  accounts, 
sends  orders  home  for  the  goods  required  for  the  ensuing,  year's  trade,  stations 
the  various  servants  of  the  company  at  such  posts  as  the  council  may  think  they 
are  best  qualified  to  occu|»y,  and  if  vacancies  occur  in  the,  service,  recop^mends 
to  the  directors  at  home  the  fit  persons  then  being  in  the  service  to  succeed  to 
those  vacancies.  So  that,  in  fact,  the  whole  affairs  of  the  company,  so  far  as  the 
fur  trade  is  concerned,  are  conducted  by  that  council,  subject  to  the  control  and 
superintendence  of  the  Board  of  Directors  at  home. 

5794.  What  is  the  number  of  the  members  of  that  council  ?— The  council  is 
not  composed  of  all  these  gentlemen,  because  some  of  thera'  live  at  distances 
which  might  prevent  tlieii-  Coming  within  the  course  of  the  year  to  the  council ; 
but  it  consJsfs  of  as  mahV  as  can  conveniently  asemblc,  who  act  for  the' whole 
body.  '  ■  i  i 

5795.  Doe's'  thr.t  council  act  by  a  majority,  or  are  they  merely  a  consulting 
council,  the  real  authority  resting  in  the  Government  ? — I  am  happy  to  say  that 
there  has  been  such  cordiality  since  the  institution  of '  this  new  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  that  there  has  been  no  instance  of  serious  disagreement.  Where 
there  has  been  a  difference  of  opinion,  a  representation  has  been  made  of  that 
difference  to  the  directors  at  home  than  of  its  having  been  made  any  subject  of 
-division  in  the  council. 

5796.  Have  the  relations  between  the  directors  at  home  aiid  the  council  been 
of  an  amicable  description  ? — I  have  never  heard  of  the  least  want  of  cordiality. 
Of  course,  as  in  other  governments,  there  must  have  been  occasional  instances  of 
difference  of  opinion.    . 

5797.  Are  the  Committee  tq  understand  that  the  system  is  tbis,  that  promo-' 
iions,  as  vacancies  occur  out  there,  are  made  by  the  cpuncil,  but  that  the  first 
appointments  of  young  men  who  enter  the  service  are  made  by  the  directors  at 
home? — All  appointments  are  made  by  the  Government  at  home;  the  council 
only  recommend.  I  believe  they  generally  recommend  two  or  three  names,  and 
-out  of  these  the  directors  at  home  select  one, 

5798.  Then  the  council  do  not  fill  up  a  vacancy,  that  appointment  beiog  con- 
£rmed  as  a  matter  of  course  ?— No,  they  have  no  power,  except  with  the  consent 
and  coucurrence  of  the  Board  at  home. 

5799.  What  does  the  Board  at  home  consist  of  ?— The  Board  at  home  consists 
of  a  governor,' a  deputy  governor,  and  seven  directors  chosen  by  the  stockholders 
of  the  company. 

'5800.  Is  there  a  public  meeting  of  stockholders  once  a  yeal"  at  which  the 
directors  are  elected  ? — There  is  a  public  meeting  once  a  year ;  there  is  an  annual 
election  of  the.  gbvernor  and  conimittee  at  home. 

5861.  What  is  the  number  of  stockholders  r  — I  will  supply  that  information 
io  the  Comrtiittee. 

5802.  With  regard  to  your  trade,  as  to  the  expense,' for  instance,  which  is 
incurred  in  managing  your  trade,  what  has  been  the  effect  of  the  union  in  that 
respect  ? — The  capital  of  this  united  company,  I  mean  the  stock  of  the  com- 

0.24— Sess.  2.,  s  s  3  pany. 
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*^^F  sv/^'  ^°"       ?any,  was  ajireed  to  be  400,000 /.  at  the  union;  that  has  been  iacreased  by  pay- 

tce,M.p.     nients  in  money,  or  by  profits  carried  to  stock,  to  half  a  million,  at  which  the 

~  company's  stock  now  stands.     Then  I  will  tell  you  the  profits  of  the  company, 

^' ■      that  everybody  may  have  all  that  we  can  tell  them  upon  the  subject.     I  have  had 

an  average  taken  for  the  last  17  years.     The  average  profits  for  the  last  17  years 

have  been  65,573 1.  2  s.  7  iL,  of  which  39,343  /.  17  s.  6  d.   has  been  appropriated 

to  the  profit  of  the  company  at  home,  and  26,229  /.  5  «.  1  d.  annually  appropriated 

to  the  factois  and  traders  in  the  interior.     The  general  profits  of  the  company, 

y/  since  the  formation  of  the  union,  inclusive  of  this  profit  on  the  fur  trade,  have 

averaged  about  12  per  cent,  upon  their  capital,  and  the  share  of  profit  given  to 

the  chief  factors  and  traders  have  averaged  617  /.  \3s.2d.  to  each  chief  factor, 

and  308  I.  lis.  7  d,  to  each  chief  trader. 

5803.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  this  union  upon  the  Indians  within  the 
territory  ? — The  effect  of  the  union  (and  1  give  myself  great  credit  for  it,  as  it 
is  a  creation  of  mine,)  has  been  beneficial  to  every  party  interested.  It  has  been 
beneficial  to  the  Indians ;  quiet  has  been  universally  maintained  throughout 
the  country. 

5804.  Were  the  Indians  engaged  in  those  quarrels,  which  the  rival  compa- 
nies carried  on  before  ?^ — The  Indians  were  involved  more  than  engaged  in  them. 
Rum  was  given  by  the  various  parties  acting  in  competition  to  the  Indians  and 
half  breeds ;  the  whole  country  was  demoralised  ;  the  Indian  tribes  were  in  con- 
flict one  against  the  other.  In  fact,  whatever  a  particular  trader  carrying  on 
his  business  at  a  particular  post  thought  was  likely  to  ruin  his  competitor,  and 
to  advance  his  own  interest,  was  done  without  the  least  regard  to  morality  or 
humanity. 

5805.  What  has  been  the  state  of  things  in  that  respect  since  ? — The  state 
of  the  countiy  since  has  been  peace  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  other.  As 
regards  the  Indians,  something  has  been  done  for  the  promotion  of  religion, 
morality,  and  educatiqn ;  not  a  great  deal,  but  still  as  much  as  the  means  of 
the  country  would  aflbrd.  Peace  has  been  maintained  in  every  part  of  the 
country.  The  Committee  will  see  that  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  licence, 
which  I  suggested  to  the  Government,  was  that  the  company  should  be  com- 
pelled to  bring  within  their  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  their  means  enable  them  to 
do  it,  any  person  accused  of  any  crime  subjecting  the  person  committing  the 
same  to  capital  punishment  or  transportation.  I  think  one  man  was  brought 
home  ;  but  one  or  two  instances  only  have  occurred,  during  the  whole  time, 
in  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  recur  to  that  provision  in  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. We  believe  the  Indian  population  rather  to  have  augmented  within  the 
teiritory,  as  an  exception  to  the  rule  which  has  existed  throughout  North 
America.  Everybody  has  been  satisfied  and  contented  ;  the  government  of  the 
country  has  been  conducted  with  less  trouble  to  this  Government  than  that  of 
any  other  colony  under  the  Crown ;  and  so  far  as  I  have  ever  heard  from  the 
ditf'erent  authorities  who  have  had  the  colonial  seals,  no  complaint  made  against 
the  company  to  the  Colonial  Office  that  has  been  inquired  into  has  not  been 
explained  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Government. 

5806.  Might  not  the  necessary  effect  of  the  whole  of  the  fur  trade  being  in  the 
hands  of  a  single  company,  be  to  place  the  Indians  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  that 
company  with  regard  to  the  price  which  is  given  to  them  for  their  furs? — Of 
course  it  must  be  so  ;  it  must  either  place  them  at  the  mercy  of  this  company,  or 
leave  them  at  the  mercy  of  whichever  competitor  for  the  trade  shall  give  them 
most  gin  or  rum,  to  set  them  at  war  one  with  the  other. 

5807.  Do  you  believe  that  while  competition  took  place,  the  use  of  spirits 
was  constantly  employed  on  both  sides  ? — Constantly. 

5808.  Do  you  beheve  that  to  be  inevitable  ? — So  far  inevitable  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  prevent  it ;  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  taken  every  possible 
precaution  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  spirits,  but  if  an  American  comes  across 
the  border,  if  there  is  a  question  and  contest  about  a  trading  post  on  the  frontier, 
the  universal  article  used  to  corrupt  the  Indians  is  spirits. 

,^8(19.  Are  you  at  all  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  fur  trade  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  ? — I  believe  it  is  comparatively  extinct ;  there  is  a 
httle  fur  trade  upon  the  Missouri.  It  was  a  country  formerly  where  beavers 
and  otters,  the  animals  living  upon  the  fish  of  the  rivers,  were  in  great  abun- 
dance ;  they  are  nearly  destroyed  ;  there  are  still  animals  that  follow  the  herds 
of  buffalo,  wolves  and  animals  of  that  kind ;  but  I  remember  the  time  when  half 

a  million 
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a  million  of  deer  skins  came  from  some  of  the  now  most  civilised  parts  of   The  Right  Hon. 
Michigan  to  Montreal ;  that  is  put  an  end  to  almost  entirely.  E.  Ellice,  m.  p. 

5810.  Has  the  supply  of  peltry  at  all  fallen  off,  or  has  it  augmented  within        — 

the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company? — The  supply  of  peltry,  since  the      23  June  1857. 
earlier  period  of  which  I  spoke  to  the  Committee  in  1803  and  1804,  has  dimin- 
ished probably  one-half,  if  not  two-thirds. 

5811.  Do  you  mean  within  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — 
No,  within  all  the  countries  to  the  northward  of  Canada,  Includuig  Canada 
itself.  All  the  countries  easily  reached  have  been  entirely  destroyed.  The 
valuable  trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  in  the  remote  districts,  where 
nobody  having  the  power  to  interfere  with  them,  they  preserve  the  animals  just 
as  you  do  your  pheasants  and  hares  in  this  country.  They  encourage  the 
Indians  only  to  kill  a  certain  number  ot  animals  when  in  good  season  for  their 
furs,  and  not  to  kill  so  many  as  to  interfere  with  the  breed ;  and  that  is  now  the 
most  profitable  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  trade.  It  comes  from  very 
remote  parts. 

.5812.  Do  you  mean  that  the  decrease  of  one-half  has  been  in  quantity  or  in 
value  ? — In  both. 

5813.  Do  you  think  that  under  the  present  system  which  you  are  pursuing 
in  the  remoter  parts  of  your  country,  the  fur-bearing  animals  are  diminishing? 
— On  the  Contrary,  they  are  rather  increasing. 

.')8i4.  Does  this  system  of  strict  preservation  of  the  animals  apply  to  the 
■whole  of  your  territoi^,  or  only  to  a  portion  of  it  ? — It  is  impossible  to  apply  it 
to  the  whole.  Where  there  are  various  tribes  of  Indians,  if  you  could  induce 
one  tribe  of  Indians  to  preserve  the  animals,  another  tribe  would  despoil  them. 
It  is  only  where  you  have  complete  control  over  the  Indians  that  you  can  do  it. 

5815.  To  which  part  of  the  territory  does  tl)at  preservation  apply/? — The  very 
northern  districts,  whei-e  the  Indians  are  not  plain  Indians,  and  do  not  rove. 

5816.  Where  they  are  few,  I  suppose,  in  number  ? — There  are  a  good  number 
of  those  whom  I  speak  of  who  do  not  rove ;  they  have  certain  fixed  habits,  and 
hunting  grounds,  with  which  no  others  interfere. 

5817.  Which  are  the  most  valuable  parts  of  British  North  America  for  the 
purposes  of  the  fur  trade  ? — I  should  think  to  the  northward  of  60" ;  very  far  ' 
north. 

5818.  Is  it  the  western  or  eastern  portion  of  the  territory  ? — From  Mackenzie's 
River  the  whole  way  across,  taking  the  northern  zone  of  the  country- 

.  5819.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  Russian  fur  trade? — That  is  upon 
the  other  side  of  the  mountains ;  the  Russians  had  much  more  considerable 
trade  than  they  have  now  from  Sitka.  I  am  not  sure,  in  fact,  that  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  do  not  take  part  of  their  territory  and  carry  on  their  trade  ;  we 
have  certain  rights  of  coast  there.  I  forget  exactly  the  terms  of  the  treaties 
with  the  Russians  upon  that  subject,  but  they  are  easily  referred  to. 

5820.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  great  decrease  of  the  fur  trade  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  Hudson's  May  territory  ? — To  the  great  competition 
which  took  place  before  the  union  of  the  companies,  and  there  must  always  be 
competition  from  the  American  frontier.  The  Indians  in  the  plain  country, 
where  there  is  great  facility  of  travelling,  go  from  one  to  the  other  with  the 
produce  of  their  winter's  hunts  ;  they  go  to  the  American  posts  or  come  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  posts,  as  they  can  get  the  best  price  for  their  furs.  I  do 
not  believe  that  any  part  of  the  fur  trade  carried  on  by  the  company  in  their 
southern  posts,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  American  frontier,  is  in  the  least 
profituble  ;  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  that  they  lose  money  by  it. 

5821.  Has  the  ])rogress  of  settlement  and  civilisation  affected  the  fur  trade  ? 
— No ;  I  am  afraid  that  the  progress  of  settlement  and  civilisation  has  been  very 
slow.     I  do  not  believe  that  it  has  increased  for  many  years. 

5822.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  incorporated  under  a  charter,  I  believe  ? 
— They  are  incorporated  under  a  charter. 

5823.  What  rights  do  you  conceive  that  charter  to  give  them? — I  con- 
-ceive  that  charter  to  give  the  rights  expressed  in  it ;  some  of  them  may  be 
doubtful.  I  oaght  to  be  able  to  express  a  tolerably  fair  opinion  upon  this 
subject,  since  I  have  taken  the  opinion  of  every  lawyer  against  the  company 
when  I  was  opposed  to  them,  and  for  the  company  since  I  have  been  con- 
nected with  them.  We  have  the  opinions  of  Lord  Mansfield,  Sir  Dudley 
Ryder,  Sir  Richard  Lloyd,  Lord  Erskine,  Gibbs,  Romilly,  Cruise,  Bell,  Soarlettj 
i..'^o.24 — Sess.  2.  SS4  Holroyd  ; 
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pK-  Right  Hon.  Holroyd  ;  and  the  law  officers  have  been  consulted  upon  every  occasion  by  the 
ii'.  EUice,  M.r.  Colonial  Office  when  this  question  has  come  under  discussion,  and  I  think  the 
universal  opinion,  without  an  exception,  of  these  eminent  lawyers  is,  that  the 
23  une  1  5y.  proprietary  rights  of  the  company  cannot  be  disputed.  Some  of  these  opinions 
maintain  the  right  of  the  Crown,  at  the  time  of  the  charter,  to  give  an  exclusive 
right  to  trade,  founded  upon  tiie  famous  decision  of  "  The  East  India  Com- 
pany V.  Sands,"  by  Lord  JefFery.  Other  lawyers  are  doubtful  upon  the  point; 
but  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inquire  whether  the  Crown  had  the  power  or  not, 
since,  if  the  Crown  had  the  power,  it  has  not  given  the  company  any  means  of 
enforcing  its  rights  ;  we  cannot  proceed  to  seize  or  confiscate ;  at  least  I  should 
think  a  lawj'er  would  be  in  some  difficulty  before  Jie  should  advise  the  Com- 
pany to  take  that  course ;  therefore  I  hold  that  to  be  an  extremely  doubtful 
question.  But  none  of  these  eminent  lawyers,  and  no  lawyer  whose  opinion 
I  have  ever  heard  quoted,  either  lor  or  agamst  the  company,  or  taken  either  for 
or  against  them,  have  expressed  the  least  doubt  as  to  the  proprietary  rights 
granted  under  the  charter. 

5824.  By  "  proprietary  rights,"  you  mean  the  right  of  possessing  the  soil  as 
distinguished  from  the  exclusive  right  of  trade? — I  mean  the  same  rights  which 
w^ere  granted  to  other  proprietors ;  Honourable  Members  are  aware  that  this 
is  the  last  proprietary  government  in  existence.  There  were,  I  forget  how 
many,  proprietary  governments  in  America,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and 
various  others;  but  this  is  the  only  case  remaining  of  a  proprietary  right  which 
has  not  been,  somehow  or  other,  eitlier  purchased  or  amalgamated  with  the 
general  rights  of  some  one  of  the  colonies  in  America. 

5825.  Do  you  conceive  the  rights  of  self-government  to  have  been  given  by 
the  charier? — Certainly;  and  the  country  has  been  governed,  so  far  as  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories  are  concerned,  under  those  rights ;  there 
has  never  been  any  other  authority  for  the  government  of  the  country  or  for  the 
administration  of  justice ;  it  being  always  understood  that  the  Crown  took  the 
power,  if  it  should  see  right,  in  the  Act  enabling  it  to  grant  the  licence,  to  con- 
stitute an  independent  magisterial  power,  which  it  has  never  exercised. 

5826.  I  believe  the  company  are  bound  by  the  licence,  in  a  penalty,  to  send 
certain  prisoners  and  certain  causes  to  the  courts  of  Upper  Canada ;  to  what 
portion  of  the  country  does  that  obligation  apply  ?  —That  obligation  applies  only 
to  the  territories  beyond  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

.5827.  Not  to  the  chartered  territories? — Not  to  the  chartered  territories. 
But  if  any  demand  had  been  made  at  any  time  that  the  Company  should  send 
prisoners  for  trial  so  far  as  our  power  enabled  us  to  do  it,  we  have  always  thought 
that  they  must  be  sent  to  be  tried  in  England. 

5828.  Do  you  believe  that  practically  there  is  protection  to  life  and  pro- 
perty within  this  vast  district  of  country,  so  far  as  the  nature  of  things  admitS' 
of  it  r — I  am  entirely  of  that  opinion,  since  no  complaint  has  been  made.  If 
you  are  to  look  to  the  nice  rules  which  we  think  essential  in  the  courts  of 
justice  in  England,  it  is  very  difficult  to  satisfy  gentlemen  that  there  is  any 
administration  of  justice,  when  it  must  be  necessarily  of  so  rude  a  description 
as  that  exercised  under  the  powers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;.  but  in  all 
these  societies  wherever  they  have  existed  (and  I  have  known  a  great  many  of 
them),  I  believe  that  the  administration  of  government  and  of  justice  has  been 
conducted  in  such  a  manner  as  to  satisfy  the  inhabitants  generally,  and  to  satisfy 
the  Government  at  home  also,  that  no  act  of  gross  injustice  or  exceptional  mal- 
administration has  taken  place.  You  have  as  good  an  administration  of  justice 
artd  government  as  under  the  circumstances  you  can  obtain. 

5829.  Are  you  careful  in  ihe  selection  of  the  young  men  whom  you  send  out 
there  ? — I  took  great  care  in  former  times  to  send  out  the  best  men  we  could 
find,  principally  from  the  north  of  Scotland,  sons  of  country  gentlemen,  clergy- 
men, and  of  iarmers,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  schools  and  colleges  of  Scot- 
land ;  they  went  out  first  as  apprentices,  then  were  made  clerks,  and  then 
became  gradually  advanced  to  the  higher  positions  in  the  service;  some  of  these 
men  have  lived  to  beconiC  great  benefactors  to  the  country.  You  have  heard 
of  the  donations  of  Mr.  Leith  and  Mr.  Black,  two  gentlemen  whom  my  father 
sent  from  Aberdeen.  Governor  Simpson  has  taken  very  great  interest  in  the 
matter  for  many  years,  but  1  think  that  lately  it  has  been  too  much  the  liabit 
to  endeavour  to  supply  the  places  of  men  who  have  retired  by  persons  con- 
nected with  the  country,  some  of  the  half-breeds ;  and  I  doubt  very  much  when 

we 
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we  look  to  the  future  security  of  the  country,  whether  that  will  be  found  to  be    The  Right  Hon. 
good  policy.  E.  EUice,  m.p. 

5830.  Are  the  appointments  made  by  individual  directors  ? — No,  four  or  five 
gentlemen  sit  round  a  table,  and  I  believe  if  anybody  recommends  a  competent  ^^  "^""^  *^57' 
young  man,  there  is  never  any  division  of  opinion  as  to  appointing-  him  to  that 
office.  My  son  recommended  a  boy,  the  son  of  our  forester  in  Scotland,  brought 
up  at  our  own  school,  where  he  turned  out  a  quick,  clever  boy  ;  that  boy  had 
never  seen  a  town,  nor  known  anything  of  the  vice  and  habits  of  towns ;  he  has 
gone  out  as  an  apprentice,  and  will  rise,  if  his  merits  justify  the  council  in  pro- 
moting him,  to  be  one  of  our  chief  men. 

5S31.  Is  the  conduct  of  these  young  men  closely  watched  when  they  are  out 
there  ? — It  comes  perpetually  under  the  view  first  of  the  council  and  the  Gover- 
nor, and  then  under  the  view  of  the  Government  at  home;  and  it  is  so  much 
for  the  interest  of  all  parties  to  have  good,  zealous,  active  men,  in  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs  at  such  a  distance  from  all  human  societyj  that'  that  is  the  best 
security  for  good  selections. 

,5832.  From  the  nature  of  your  trade,  I  suppose  the  moral  conduct  and  good 
sense  of  your  agents  are  quite"  indispensable  ? — Quite  indispensable,  and  more- 
over, it  is  very  essential  to  have  men  who  can  obtain  influence  over  the  Indians; 
if  it  is  found  that  any  man  at  a  particular  post  gets  indolent,  inattentive,  or  has 
too  intimate  relations  with  particular  Indians,  or  if  his  habits  are  supposed  in 
any  other  way  to  interfere  with  his  good  administration  of  the  post,  he  is  instantly 
changed. 

5833.  Have  you  ever  considered  the  question  of  a  boundary  between  your 
territory  and  Canada? — Yes,  I  have  considered  it  very  much.  Until  you 
have  some  decision  of  a  court  of  law  against  it,  you  must  take  the  words  of  the 
charter.  At  that  time  the  Crown  had  undoubted  right  to  grant  what  it  could 
grant  in  point  of  land.  Taking  the  grant  in  connexion  with  the  various  occasions 
on  which  the  Legislature  and  the  Government  of  this  country  have  been  cautious 
to  preserve,  and  to  save  the  rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  do  not 
think  there  can  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  boundaries  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany. I  have  read  a  paper  which  Mr.  Draper  delivered  to  this  Committee  upon 
the  subject.  The  only  difference  which  I  should  have  with  Mr.  Draper  is  with 
regard  to  the  line  which  he  would  suggest  as  the  boundary  between  the  Hudson's 
Bay  territories  and  some  unknown  territory  (because  it  cannot  belong  to  Canada) 
bounded  by  the  line  of  49°.  Mr.  Draper  founds  his  inferences  as  to  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories  on  some  discussions  which  took  place 
at  an  early  period  between  the  French  and  English  Governments  relative  to  the 
eastern  boundaries  on  the  Labrador  coast.  At  that  time  I  do  not  believe  that 
either  Government  knew  anything  of  the  country  to  the  westward  of  Lake 
Superior.  Then  if  you  come  down  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  constituting  the 
boundaries  of  Canada,  which  1  hold,  after  all,  to  be  the  great  authority  upon 
which  we  must  proceed,  the  Act  of  Parliament  defines  the  limits  of  Canada  to  be 
bounded  westward  by  the  Mississippi,  and  thence  to  where  the  line  touches  the 
lands  granted  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

.5834.  Mr.  Roebuck.']  What  Act  of  Parliament  is  that?— It  was  in  1774,  an 
Act  of  Parliament  of  14  Geo.  3,  c,  83.  In  1794  the  treaty  of.  peace  and 
commerce  and  navigation  was  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  In  some  of  the  treaties  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  western 
boundary  of  Canada  is  described.  The  boundaries  of  the  province  of  Quebec, 
as  described  by  14  Geo.  3,  c.  83,  are  described  on  the  west  and  north,  "  along 
the  bank  of  the  said  river,"  which  is  the  Ohio ;  "  westward  to  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  northward  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  territory  granted 
to  the  merchants  adventurers  of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay."  But  I 
take  this  question  of  boundary  to  be  a  question  of  no  importance  at  all.  If 
the  Province  of  Canada  requires  any  part  of  this  territory,  or  the  whole  of  it, 
for  purposes  of  settlement,  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted  for  one  moment  to 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
less  money  than  would  be  spent  in  a  litigation  upon  the  subject  would  be 
sufficient  to  indemnify  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  any  claim  which  they 
could  have  in  giving  up  any  disputed  part  of  their  territory.  We  attach  very 
much  importance  to  these  questions,  which  are  in  fact  of  no  importance  in 
themselves.  It  would  be  much  more,  for  instance,  for  the  interest  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  be  upon  a  cordial  and  good  understanding  with  the 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  T  T  Government 
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The  Right  Hon.    Government  of  Canada  than  to  have  any  disputed  question  of  right  with  respect 
E.  Elhce,  MP.      |.Q  ^  certain  quantity  of  land,  which  can  be  of  no  use  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 

pany,  and  which  mav  be  of  use  to  the  people  of  Canada. 
23  June  1857.  5S35.  Chairman.']  You  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  come 

to  an  arrangement  by  which  the  extension  of  Canada,  by  way  of  settlement, 
might  be  provided  for,  over  any  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  which  is  adjacent  to  Canada,  and  adapted  for  such  settlement? — 
Not  only  would  there  be  no  difficulty  in  it,  but  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
would  be  too  ^lad  to  make  a  cession  of  any  part  of  that  territory  for  the  purposes 
of  settlement,  upon  the  one  condition  that  Canada  shall  be  at  the  expense  of 
governing  il  and  maintaining  a  good  police,  and  preventing  the  introduction,  so 
far  as  they  can,  of  competition  with  the  fur  trade. 

5836  Do  you  mean  l)y  that  that  you  think  that  it  would  be  advantageous 
for  the  company  to  withdraw  as  it  were  to  the  more  northern  part  of  their 
territory,  and  to  leave  for  gradual  settlement  the  southern  portion  of  their 
country  ?— I  am  of  opinion  that  the  existence  and  maintenance  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  temporarily  governing  this  country,  until  you 
can  form  settlements  in  it,  is  much  more  essential  to  Canada  and  to  England 
than  it  is  to  the  company  of  adventurers  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay. 

5837.  You  are  well  acquainted  with  Canada,  1  believe? — Very  well. 

5838.  What  power  do  \ou  conceive  that  Canada  would  have  at  present  of 
governing,  say  the  Red  River  and  the  country  beyond  the  Red  River '? — I  should 
say  that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult,  and  that  Canada,  upon  a  full  considera- 
tion of  the  circumstances,  and  after  a  short  experience,  would  entreat  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  to  resume  their  government  after  they  had  made  the  experi- 
ment. There  are  a  great  number  of  circumstances  connected  with  that  country 
which  do  not  at  first  strike  ordinary  observers.  First  of  all,  there  is  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  our  neighbours,  the  Americans.  A  good  deal  of  evidence  has 
been  given  to  this  Committee  \\ith  respect  to  the  facility  of  establishing  com- 
munications between  Canada  and  the  Red  River.  Nobody  is  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  such  communications  ;  the  money  it  would  cost  to  make  practicable 
roads,  to  establish  and  maintain  posts  in  an  unsettled  country  during  winter, 
cannot  be  calculated.  The  natural  communication  with  the  Red  River,  and 
all  the  prairie  countries,  is  through  America;  and  however  you  may  desire  to 
establish  political  boundaries  and  communications  at  present,  no  gentleman 
upon  this  committee  is  aware  how  soon  events  and  incidents  may  throw  the 
traffic  into  the  channel  intended  for  it  by  nature.  For  instance,  I  have  here  a 
map  of -Minnesota,  in  which  the  most  northerly  post  occupied  by  American 
troops  is  placed  within  330  miles  of  our  boundary,  and  there  is  no  kind  of 
obstacle,  either  of  river  or  of  lake,  or  of  a  ridge  of  mountains,  to  obstruct  the 
facility  of  communication  between  iVlinnesota  and  the  Red  River ;  it  must  be  the 
natural  way  through  which  that  country  will  be  civilised  and  settled,  if  it  is 
ever  civilised  and  settled. 

.5839.  Would  the  maintenance  of  the  frontier  be  as  easily  kept  up  by  Canada 
as  by  the  company,  in  your  opinion?  — That  is  a  question  of  expense.  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt,  although  I  have  no  authority  to  make  statements  upon  this 
subject,  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  come  to  very  easy  terms  to 
transfer  the  Red  River  Settlement  to  Canada,  if  Canada  would  only  protect  them 
and  govern  the  country ;  at  the  same  time  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  a 
large  mass  of  property  there  which  they  re  purchased  from  Lord  Selkirk  in 
1836,  for  a  considerable  sum  of  money.  They  t'lought  it  better  to  extinguish 
Lord  Selkirk's  right,  and  not  to  have  seperate  interests  in  the  country.  They 
have  laid  out  a  good  deal  of  money  in  making  the  present  establishments-  I  do 
not  think  that  tliey  are  profitable  to  them  in  any  way.  There  can  bo  no  doubt 
about  the  Red  River  Settlement  being  within  their  territory,  unless  you  can 
suppose  that  this  geographical  line  which  was  to  ran  from  Labrador,  cut  off 
a  part  of  the  territory. 

5S40.  I  suppose  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  discourage  having  any  settlement, 
as  far  as  they  can,  within  their  territory  ? — The  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  like  all 
other  people,  would  like  very  much  to  have  any  settlement  that  was  profitable. 
This  settlement  was  made  by  Lord  Selkirk ;  it  was  an  unwise  speculation,  settling 
people  in  a  country  where  they  could  send  no  produce  to  market,  where  they 
could  be  in  communication  with  no  neighbouring  settlement,  and  accordingly  it 
has  failed. 

5841.  Taking 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.     331 

5841.  Taking  all  the  circumstances  into  consideration,  how  do  you  think  it    The  Right  Hon. 
would  be  desirable  to  deal  with  that  question  of  the  Red   River  Settlement? —      E.Eliice,u.r. 
I  think  it  would  be  very  much  the  best  thing  for  this  country  and  for  Canada  to 

leave  it  as  it  is ;  but  T  should  be  very  much  disposed  to  consult  the  Government      '^  "^""^  '^■^7- 
of  Canada  upon   the  subject,  and  to  put  Canada  in  communication  with  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  if  Canada  desired  any  alteration  in  the  government. 

5842.  Supposing  it  is  left  as  it  is,  do  you  think  there  is  no  danger  of  the 
Americans  finding  their  way  across  the  frontier,  and  that  some  day  we  shall  find 
ourselves  with  a  large  American  settlement  within  our  own  territory,  which  may 
give  rise  to  very  great  embarrassment  ?— But  how  would  Canada  protect  you 
from  that  ?  The  danger  exists  and  must  exist.  You  cannot  guard  against  it.  It 
being  a  prairie  country,  and  there  being  no  obstacle  to  prevent  the  Americans 
roaming  over  it,  how  would  Canada  be  able  to  prevent  it? 

5843.  I  believe  it  is  the  case  that  Americans  emigrate  very  much  into  Upper 
Canada,  but  that  has  not  prevented  Upper  Canada  from  becoming  a  good,  loyal, 
English  colony  ? — The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  have  no  objection  to  receive 
as  many  American  settlers  as  should  come  to  the  Red  River,  and  chouse  to  settle 
themselves  there,  and  to  buy  and  cultivate  land ;  all  they  desire  is,  that  they 
should  not  interfere  with  the  fur  trade. 

5844.  Do  not  you  think  it  is  desirable  that,  by  some  mode  or  other,  there 
should  be  a  British  colony  established  in  the  Red  River  and  the  adjacent  country, 
which  might  be  civihsed  and  cultivated? — It  is  very  easy  to  talk  of  its  being 
desirable  to  have  an  Enghsh  colony,  but  how  are  you  to  establish  it?  If  this 
country  will  pay  the  expense  of  estabUshing  it,  or  if  Canada  will  pay  the  expense 
of  establishing  it,  I  can  understand  your  establishing  an  English  colony  ;  but 
I  know  no  ciccumstances  at  present  connected  with  Red  River  which  would 
give  me  the  least  idea  that  a  prosperous  colony  could  exist  there  without  great 
assistance. 

5845.  Why  do  you  think  that  it  would  be  so  very  expensive  ? — In  the  first 
place,  you  must  get  people  to  establish  themselves  on  the  land  ;  there  are  very  few 
people  there.  It  is  a  gieat  mistake  to  suppose  that  that  is  a  very  inviting  part  of 
the  country.  I  have  more  experience  than  most  peo(jle  of  tlie  mode  of  settle- 
ment in  America.  I  have  never  known  a  settlement  succeed  which  did  not 
succeed  in  continuation  of  some  settlement  which  almost  reached  it.  I  have 
known  very  adventurous  Americans,  whom  we  call  squatters,  the  pioneers  of 
civilisation,  establish  themselves  in  advance  of  settlement,  in  hopes  of  its  over- 
taking them;  but  that  forms  no  settlement  to  pay  a  oovernment ;  it  must  be 
followed  by  a  certain  establishment  of  people,  society  sufficient  to  provide  for  its 
own  wants,  and  to  provide  the  means  of  taxation  to  carry  on  a  government. 

5846.  The  way  in  which  the  Americans  govern  a  territory  is  very  simple  and 
inexpensive,  is  it  not,  before  it  becomes  a  State  ? — Yes  ;  but  their  territories  are 
in  very  different  latitudes  to  this. 

5847.  Is  the  climate  so  very  different  between  the  Minnesota  territory  and 
that  of  the  Red  River,  and  the  neighbouring  country  ? — It  is  only  ditierent, 
inasmuch  as  the  Red  River  is  further  north  ;  but  even  the  Minnesota  territory  is 
not  a  very  hospitable  country  ;  and  the  most  northern  settlement  in  Minnesota 
nearest  to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  is  five  degrees  to  the  south  of  it.  You  will 
recollect  that  a  great  pait  of  this  territory  of  the  Red  River  is  very  barren,  very 
marshy.  Along  the  banks  of  the  river  there  is  a  quantity  of  good  soil,  which  is 
to  a  certain  extent  productive.  Then  it  is  1,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea  ; 
it  is  in  the  latitude  of  50  degrees  ;  Quebec  is  in  46-50.  It  is  three  or  four  degrees 
further  north  than  Quebec.  The  settlement  of  the  Red  River  is  60  miles  north 
of  the  line ;  it  is  in  about  50  degrees  ;  the  line  is  49  degrees  by  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods.  When  you  come  to  a  latitude  of  50  degrees  and  1,000  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  the  climate  is  not  very  favourable  ;  so  it  has  been  found  by  the 
settlers  at  the  Red  River.  Souie  gentlemen  go  there  in  the  middle  of  the 
summer,  and  find  a  Uttle  land  cultivated  in  two  or  three  patches  upon  the  banks 
of  the  river,  where  there  is  alluvial  soil  producing  good  crops  ;  and  they  think 
that  that  is  a  state  of  things  which  may  be  calculated  upon  through  the  year ; 
two  or  three  times  this  colony  has  been  very  nearly  starving.  I  am  satisfied  of 
this,  which  I  repeat  again,  that  if  the  place  is  fit  for  settlement,  and  you 
can  obtain  the  means  of  setthng  it,  it  ought  to  be  settled,  and  it  ought  not 
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Thq  Right  Hon.  to  be  occupied  by  a  set  of  fur-hunters  ;  but  I  do  not  see  what  settlement,  either 
E.  EUice,  M.  p.  from  Canada  or  from  the  United  States  (it  is  more  likely  from  the  United 
States),  is  lii<ely  to  approach  that  settlement  and  to  increase  its  numbers  for  years 
23  June  1857.  to  come  ;  then  I  must  also  state,  that  there  is  a  still  greater  deficiency  there  than 
is  found  in  tliose  prairie  countries  in  America,  and  that  is  becoming  a  very  serious 
difficulty  with  them,  namely,  the  deficiency  of  wood,  both  for  fuel  and  for  building. 
I  believe  that  Minnesota  will  get  a  good  deal  of  wood  from  the  country  to  the 
southward  of  Lake  Superior  ;  the  mining  districts  ;  Imt  that  is  a  difficulty  which 
is  becoming  immense ;  the  wood  is  diminishing,  and  coal  is  not  found  where 
people  cannot  exist  in  that  hard  climate  without  abundant  fuel ;  at  the  Rgd 
River  there  is  scarcely  any;  the  same  I  may  say  about  the  Saskatchawan.  I 
have  heard  that  evidence  has  been  given  to  this  Committee  that  the  Saskatch- 
awan is  a  country  capable  of  settlement ;  that  may  be  when  a  second  generation 
from  this  are  in  their  graves,  but  it  will  only  be  because  the  population  of  America 
becomes  so  dense  that  they  are  forced  into  situations  less  fit  for  settlement  than 
those  which  they  occupy  now.  The  Saskatchawan  is  higher  up  again  ;  it  is  up 
at  53  degrees  ;  the  Athabasca  Lake  is  in  60  degrees.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
gentlemen  who  go  out  in  the  summer  and  look  at  the  border  of  these  rivers,  and 
see  the  fine  pastures  which  they  find  for  the  buffalo,  say,  "  These  will  make 
admirable  farms;"  but  they  have  not  been  there  during  the  winter,  and  they  have 
not  considered  the  circumstances  of  the  country  with  respect  to  fuel. 

5848.  Do  you  consider  that  the  country  which  the  company  hold  under 
licence  is  very  valuable  as  a  fur-trading  country  ? — Some  part  of  it  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  especially  on  the  rivers  which  flow  up  to  these 
mountains,  I  believe  to  be  verv  productive  of  good  furs.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  the  most  profitable  part  of  their  trade  ;  the  most  profitable  part  of  the 
trade  is  their  old  territory,  and  the  licensed  territory  to  the  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

5849.  You  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  that  part  of  America,  I 
believe?— I  have  no  acquaintance  with  it.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
before  the  treaty  of  1846,  supposing  the  Columbia  River  to  be  the  boundary, 
at  that  time  occupied  the  whole  country,  and  with  some  better  prospect  than 
either  upon  the  Red  River  or  upon  the  Saskatchawan,  formed  considerable 
farming  establishments.  The  grain  which  they  produced,  and  the  timber 
which  they  felled,  they  found  a  good  market  for  in  the  South  Sea  Islands. 
It  is  objected  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  that  they  are  so  slothful,  and 
that  they  do  not  apply  their  capital  to  useful  purposes.  They  made  large 
establishments,  they  had  immense  herds  of  cattle,  they  produced  a  great 
deal  of  corn  of  all  descriptions,  samples  of  which  I  have  seen,  and  there 
could  not  be  better  corn ;  and  at  last  the  undertaking  exceeding  their  own 
means,  they  made  an  offset  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  called  the 
Puget  Sound  Company.  The  Puget  Sound  Company  is  not  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  I  am  a  stockholder  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  and  did  not  like  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  it,  thinking  the  speculation  not  a  very  promising 
one.  However,  a  good  number  of  the  gentlemen  connected  with  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  in  association  with  others  who  are  not  connected  with  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  formed  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  who  made 
very  considerable  agricultural  establishments  in  that  country.  Since  1846, 
when  the  boundaries  were  settled,  it  was  found  that  the  establishments  within 
this  country  were  ceded  to  the  United  States ;  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
and  the  Puget  Sound  Company  have  now  a  great  claim  in  discussion  before 
the  Congress  for  indemnity  for  the  surrender  of  their  possessory  rights.  These 
possessory  rights  were  reserved  by  the  treaty  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Companj^, 
as  well  as  the  navigation  of  the  Columbia.  The  Americans  have  been  very 
anxious  to  acquire  these  possessory  rights.  And  that  the  Committee  may 
understand  the  nature  of  tliese  rights,  I  have  a  printed  copy  of  some  opinions 
taken  by  the  American  Government  from  lawyers  of  the  greatest  eminence  in 
the  United  States,  as  to  what  are  tliese  possessory  rights,  looking  to  the  negotia- 
tion now  going  on  between  ihe  parties.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  apphed 
to  the  Foreign  Office  to  know  whether  there  was  any  reason  why  they  should 
not  dispose  of  these  possessory  rights  ;  and  the  Foreign  Office,  very  probably 
thinking  that  that  kind  of  mixed  interest  might  lead  to  some  difficulty  between 
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the  two  Governments,  rather  encouiraged  them  to  go  on  with  the  negotiation  than  The  Right  Hon. 
to  retain  the  rights.  This  is  the  legal  opinion  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Coxe,  and  it  states,  ^-  ^^^>''''  ^-  ^^ 
"  Mr.  Greenough  says,  '  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  establishments  in  Oregon  ~ 

have  been,  until  recently,  devoted  entirely  to  the  collection  of  furs;  but  within  ^?  •'""^  '*^7- 
a  few  years  many  farms  have  been  laid  oat  and  worked,  and  large  quantities  of 
timber  have  been  cut  and  sawed,  and  exported  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  and 
Mexico,  for  the  hem  fit  of  the  company.'  "  This  is  the  American  account.  It 
shows,  at  all  events,  that  the  company  have  not  been  idle.  Then  it  goes  on  to 
state  the  possessory  rights  as  this  lawyer  understands  them.  "It  cannot,  in 
my  judgment,  and  from  the  evidence  accessible  to  me,  be  contended  with 
any  shadow  of  reason  that  actual  surveys,  lines  of  exact  demarcation,  inclo- 
sures,  or  anything  else,  defining  and  circumscribing  the  extent  of  ground  thus 
appropriated  or  reserved,  such  as  might  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  a  private 
individual  asserting  an  adverse  possessory  right  against  a  paramount  legal  title, 
can  under  any  circumstances  be  required  as  an  essential  foundation  or  support 
of  the  title  of  the  company.  The  felling  of  timber  sparsim  throughout  a 
tract  of  forest  land,  the  pasturing  of  cattle  over  plains  and  hills,  are  all  legal 
acts  of  ownership,  and  under  circumstances  would  constitute  the  most  conclu- 
sive evidence  of  such  possessory  rights  as  are  recognised  and  protected  in  the 
treaty  of  June  1846.  In  regard  to  the  Puget  Sound  Agricultural  Company  the 
information  which  I  possess  is  even  less  distinct  and  authentic."  Then  if  you 
wish  to  know  who  Mr.  Coxe  is,  here  is  the  opinion  of  Daniel  Webster,  whom 
we  all  know.  He  says,  "  I  have  received  your  letter  requesting  my  opinion 
upon  the  extent  and  nature  of  the  possessory  rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
and  Puget  Sound  Companies  by  the  treaty  of  July  1846.  In  reply  I  would  say 
that  I  entertain  no  doubt  that  these  companies  have  a  vested  proprietary 
interest  in  these  lands.  Their  title  to  its  full  extent  is  protected  by  the  treaty, 
and  though  it  is  called  a  possessory  title,  it  has  been  regarded  as  being,  if  not 
an  absolute  fee  in  the  land,  yet  a  fixed  right  of  possession,  use,  and  occupation 
as  to  prevent  the  soil  from  being  alienated  to  others."  'ibis  is  another  0[)inion 
of  Mr.  Edwin  M.  Stanton.  He  says,  "  Their  possessory  right  is  not  to  be 
estimated  by  mere  possessio  pedis.  The  term  of  the  treaty,  '  possessory  right,' 
being  a  relative  term,  is  to  be  interpreted  according  to  the  subject-matter,  the 
nature  and  purpose  of  possession.  Even  in  case  of  intruders  without  colour 
of  title  holding  against  the  rightful  owner,  settlers'  possessions  have  been 
defined  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  where  such  claims  have  been  much  dis- 
cussed, as  embracing  the  whole  of  an  unseated  tract,  where  the  settler  has 
entered  claiming  and  exercising  ownership,  putting  up  buildings,  clearing  and 
fencing  more  or  less,  using  it  according  to  the  custom  of  the  country ;  the 
clear  land,  either  as  arable,  meadow,  or  pasture,  and  the  woodland  for  obtain- 
ing timber,  as  often  as  the  settler  shall  have  occasion  for  it  to  answer  his  pur- 
pose." Then  he  says,  "  Now  the  territory,  north  of  the  Columbia,  is  adapted 
chiefly  for  the  fur  trade ;  possession  would  therefore  be  manifested  '  according 
to  the  custom  of  the  country,'  by  hunting  and  trapping.  A  hunting  or  a  fiir- 
trading  country  must  either  be  incapable  of  legal-possession,  or  its  possession 
must  be  manifest  by  some  other  means  than  habitation,  fence,  and  inclosure." 
I  need  not  go  through  this,  but  these  are  the  opinions  of  the  American  law- 
yers taken  by  the  American  Government,  during  the  time  of  this  negotiation 
between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  American  Government,  for  the 
sale  and  transfer  of  the  possessory  rights  possessed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany and  the  Puget  Land  Company  in  the  district  of  Oregon.  These  are  the 
United  States,  opinions  upon  a  reference  by  the  United  States  Government  to 
these  lawyers. 

5850.  Vancouver's  Island  is  at  present  under  the  management  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  ? — Vancouver's  Island  is  under  the  management  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Coinpany,  and  with  respect  to  it,  as  with  respect  to  many  other 
things  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  very  much  misrepresentation 
has  prevailed ;  of  course  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  advisable  to  maintain  a  mono- 
poly where  you  can  do  without  it,  and  if  the  monopoly  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  is  not  a  necessity,  then  I  have  little  to  say  in  its  favour.  The  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  being  in  possession  of  the  trade  of  the  adjacent  country  under 
the  licence,  and  Lord  Grey  finding  great  difiiculty  with  respect  to  Vancouver's 
Island,  applied  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  rather  I  believe  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  in    the  first  instance   applied  to  Lord  Grey,  for  protection  in 
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The  Right  Hon.    Vancouver's  Island  for  fear  of  American  marauders  disturbing  their  possessions 
h-EthcejU^.     ^]^gj.p      From  these  communications  arose  a  negotiation  under  which  Lord  Grey 
2'?  J  n    i8(>'7       ^^"^y  wisely,  as  far  as  this  country  was  concerned,  and  as  far  as  the  saving  of 
expense  was  concerned,  granted  the  island  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

.T8.51.  In  what  year  was  that  ? — In  1849.  The  conditions  of  that  arrant  are 
before  Parliament ;  it  was  very  much  discussed  in  Parliament.  When  the 
transaction  was  entered  into,  I  believe  the  only  person  who  spoke  to  me  on  the 
subject  was  Lord  Grey  himself;  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  did  not  consult 
me,  and  1  thought  Lord  Grey  quite  right  in  throwing  the  expense  of  the 
possession  of  the  island  on  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  quite  wrong  in  accepting  the  grant  At  the  time  when  the  monopoly 
of  the  land  was  granted  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  the  terms  of  the  grant, 
certain  restrictions  were  imposed  with  respect  to  the  price  of  the  land,  and 
certain  other  conditions  with  respect  to  the  future  government  of  the  country, 
which  ensured  from  the  beginning  an  absolute  failure  of  the  whole  scheme. 
Lord  Grey  insisted  that  the  Company  should  not  sell  land  under  a  pound  an 
acre  I  believe  that  if  one  could  recount  to  this  Committee  all  the  misery 
and  mischief  which  has  been  done  to  our  colonies  by  jealous  and  capricious 
restrictions  imposed  by  the  Colonial  Office  upon  the  dealings  in  land  in  our 
colonies,  they  nould  be  astonished.  These  restrictions  were  idle.  Any  person 
accustomed  to  the  settlem-  nt  of  land  must  know  that  if  you  take  a  pound  from 
a  man  who  comes  to  settle  in  a  v'ild  country,  you  take  from  him  all  the  little 
capital  which  he  wants,  to  establish  hiniself  on  the  land.  The  land  is  of  no 
value  to  anybody  untd  it  is  cultivated.  We  have  gone  on  with  these  restrictions 
in  spite  of  the  experience  and  protest  of  all  men  acquainted  with  the  coloiiies. 
That  was  the  first  and  an  insuperable  difficulty  the  Company  had  to  contend  with. 
The  second  difficulty  was  the  anomalous  institutions  of  monopoly  on  the  one 
hand,  and  ultimately  a  free  legislation  on  the  other,  antagonistic  powers  which 
never  could  agree.  Of  course  the  necessary  consequence  would  be,  that  the  Ires 
legislature  would  quarrel  with  the  monopoly  the  day  a  really  free  legislature 
assembled. 

5852.  So  far  a^^  the  failure  of  the  colony  there  is  connected  with  the  establish- 
ment of  a  free  legislature,  are  you  acquainted  with -the  circumstances  of  what 
actually  took  place  ?■ — Perfectly. 

5853.  Did  this  free  legislature  come  into  action? — Directions  have  been  sent 
to  assemble  a  legislature.  If  you  are  content  with  a  sham  in  the  beginning, 
which  for  the  moment  may  work  your  temporary  purpose,  with  the  perfect  know- 
ledge that  at  no  distant  time  it  must  subvert  your  whole  arrangements,  then  I 
say  nothing  against  your  free  legislature  as  at  present  constituted. 

5854.  Was  there  a  legislature  even  nominally  free  for  some  time  ?~No  ;  the 
fact  is  you  never  took  sufficient  power  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  constitute  a 
legislature.  Whatever  has  been  done,  has  been  done  by  the  power  of  the  Crown ; 
you  governed  the  colony  first  by  a  Governor  in  Council ;  they  came  to  a  stand- 
still very  soon,  because  they  proposed  to  lew  duties  upon  spirits,  or  to  issue 
licences,  I  forget  which,  to  regulate  the  sale  and  prevent  the  abuse  of  spirits. 
It  was  found  upon  reference  to  these  acts,  imposing  duties,  that  they  had  no  power 
to  impose  them  ;  then  the  matter  was  referred  home,  and  application  was  made 
to  the  Colonial  Office.  The  ("olonial  Office  said,  "  Y'ou  must  call  a  free  legislature, 
and  ijive  to  every  man  wlio  has  20  acres  of  land  a  vote  for  the  re[)resentation  in 
that  legislature."  The  Hudson's  l]ay  C'ompany  answered  very  properly,  "  We 
can  call  a  legislature  of  our  o^n  dependents  ;  there  are  no  people  not  under  our 
immediate  influence,  and  if  we  call  what  you  denominate  a  free  legislature,  there 
will  be  an  immediate  complaint  in  England  that  under  the  pretence  of  free 
institutions,  we  have  set  up  an  arbitrary  government.''  My  advice  to  them  was, 
to  make  a  representation  (I  believe  the  Right  honourable  Chairman  was  Secretary 
of  State  at  the  time),  that  if  such  a  legislature  was  to  be  set  up,  it  should  not 
be  set  up  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  their  responsibility,  but  that  it 
should  be  set  up  on  the  responsibility  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of 
State  being  warned  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  such  a  legislature 
never  could  be  a  free  legislature,  in  the  sense  in  which  a  free  legislature  can  be 
understood. 

58.55.  Was  it  not  established  because  it  was  considered  that  any  other  mode 
of  proceeding  would  be  absolutely  illegal? — It  was  established,  because   you  did 
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not  choDse  to  go,  to  Parliament,  in  the  best  way  you  could  ;  but  that  is  not  a  The  Right  Hon. 

way  which  can  succeed  in  the  end.                                                                '  E.EUkttv.v. 

5856.  When  does  the  arrangement  expire  by  which  tl)e  Hudson's  Bay  Com-        

pany  hold  Vancouver's  Island?— I  do   not  know  when  it  expires;    but  the  23 June  1857. 
sooner  some   determination  is  taken  with  respect  to  Vancouver's   Island  the 

better ;  it  is  a  most  interesting  position  and  possession ;  it  can  do  no  good 
under  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company;  they  have  no  means  to  apply 
to  it  ;  they  would  sink  their  whole  capital  if  they  were  to  do  more  than  they 
have  done;  they  have  already  expended  some  80,000/.  of  capital  in  sending 
persons  as  settlers,  and  miners  to  work  the  coal-mines,  and  in  doing  other 
things  which  they  were  urged  to  do  by  the  Government  and  the  public  in  con- 
sequence of  their  having  accepted  a  grant  of  the  island  ;  everything  hitherio  has 
been  outlay  ;  there  has  been  no  return;  that  will  not  go  on  ;  they  must  stop, 
and  therefore  the  sooner  the  public  reconsider  the  whole  question  of  Vancouver's 
Island  the  better.  I  beg  the  pardon  of  the  Committee  for  offering  an  opinion 
upon  that  point. 

5857.  We  are  glad  to  hear  your  opinion? — The  sooner  the  public  re-enter 
into  possession,  and  the  sooner  they  form  establishments  worthy  of  .the  island, 
and  worthy  of  this  country,  the  better.  From  all  the  accounts  which  we  hear 
of  it,  it  is  a  kind  of  England  attached  to  the  continent  of  America. 

5858.  Do  you  mean  to  express  the  opinion  that,  with  regard  to  Vancouver's 
Island,  you  think  it  should  be  established  as  an  English  colony,  and  governed 
upon  the  ordinary  system  of  English  colonies  ? — I  think  that  it  should  not  only 
be  Oil  the  ordinary  system  of  English  colonies,  but  that  it  should  be  the  principjtl 
station  of  your  naval  force  in  the  Pacific.  It  is  an  island  in  which  there  is 
every  kind  of  timber  fit  for  naval  purposes.  It  is  the  only  good  harbour  (and 
it  is  an  excellent  harbour)  to  the  northward  of  San  Francisco,  as  far  north  as 
Sitka,  the  Russian  settlement.  You  have  in  Vancouver's  Island  the  best  kar- 
bour,  fine  timber  in  every  situation,  and  coal  enough  for  your  whole  navy;  the 
climate  is  wholesome,  very  like  that  of  England  ;  the  coasts  abound  with  fish  of 
every  description ;  in  short,  there  is  every  advantage  in  the  island  of  Vancouver 
to  make  it  one  of  the  first  colonies  and  best  settlements  of  England.  Political 
questions  are  connected  with  making  a  settlement  in  that  quarter,  which  I  will 
not  enter  into. 

5859.  Do  you  think  that  it  would  be  desirable,  in  the  event  of  Vancouver's 
Island  being  made  a  colony,  to  connect  with  it  a  portion  of  land  upon  the 
adjacent  coast? — No,  I  think  you  would  have  quite  abundant  work  in  Van- 
couver's Island  ;  the  Indians  are  rather  difficult  of  management  upon  the  adjacent 
coast.  Wherever  Indians  live  in  great  abundance,  they  are  not  very  easily  dealt 
with.  They  live  in  very  great  abundance  from  the  quantity  of  fish  which  the 
country  produces,  and  they  have  been  very  troublesome  both  to  the  American 
navigators  and  to  our  navigators,  and  I  think  it  would  be  very  advisable  to  keep 
the  whole  Indian  country  under  the  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
until  you  wanted  to  settle  it.  When  you  want  to  settle  it,  then  of  course  it 
should  be  taken  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

56(10.  If  there  is  land,  as  has  been  represented  to  this  Committee,  on  the 
adjacent  coast  as  good  as  that  in  Vancouver's  Island,  which  might  be  attractive 
to  settlers,  would  it  not  be  expedient,  in  your  opinion,  to  provide  for  the  regular 
government  of  that  country  at  the  same  time  that  you  did  so  for  that  of  Van- 
^couver's  Island  ? — If  this  country  would  really  undertake  it,  I  think  probably  at 
■first  it  would  be  advisable  to  confine  your  operations  to  Vancouver's  Island, 
because  you  would  find  that  quite  as  much  as  you  could  manage;  but  I  am  quite 
sure  that  the  moment  you  could  extend  the  settlement  to  the  adjacent  shore  you 
ought  to  do  it ;  my  doctrine  is,  that  there  is  not  an  acre  of  land  fit  for  settlement 
which  should  be  kept  under  any  other  dominion  than  that  of  the  actual  settlers, 
wherever  it  may  be  situated. 

5861.  You  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  wise  to  connect  the  country  to  the 
north  or  the  westward  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  with  Vancouver's  Island  ? — In 
legislating  (for  you  must  legislate  ;  you  cannot  go  on  with  your  present  constitu- 
tion for  Vancouver's  Island),  I  should  think  that  it  would  be  quite  right  that 
the  Government  should  assume  entire  control  of  the  whole  country ;  that  the 
Legislature  at  Vancouver's  Island,  or  the  Government  at  Fort  Vancouver,  should 
govern  the  whole  country,  even  if  the  licence  was  left  with  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company. 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  T  T  4  5862.  You 
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The  Right  Hon.         5862.  You    mean   the  whole   country  up  to  the  Rocky  Mountains? — The 

B.  Elhcc,  M.p.      whole  adjacent  country  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.    'The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 

~~        "  carry  on  a  considerable  trade  now  from  Vancouver's  Island  and  the  adjacent 

23    une  1  57.      coast,  more  in  fish,  timber,  and  provisions  with  the  South  Sea  Islands,  than  any 

great  quantity  of  furs  that  they  collect  there.     1    heard   a  geologist  examined 

here  with  respect  to  a  most  speculative  subject,  viz.,  of  what  practical  value 

these  minerals  may  be  throughout  tliis  country ;  for  instance,  copper  upon  the 

Copper  Mine  River,  which  never  can  be  brought  to  market;  still  we  have  had 

gold  from  Vancouver's  Island  ;  the  Hudson's   Bay  Company  have  brought  gold 

home,  and  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  gold  may  be  found  in  a  great  part  of 

that  country  ;  nobody  has  ever  been  there  except  the  Indians. 

5863.  Would  you  draw  any  limit  between  the  land  given  to  the  colony  and 
the  land  simply  reserved  for  fur-trading  purposes  ? — No  limit.  I  would  put  the 
whole  under  one  government,  if  you  are  to  have  a  government  there.  The  only 
reason  why  I  think  that  you  should  maintain  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
wherever  you  maintain  them,  is  where  you  can  find  no  better  instrument  for 
your  purpose ;  if  you  are  to  have  a  good  colonial  government  in  Vancouver's 
Island,  I  should  include  in  it  the  whole  of  those  territories,  even  if  I  gave  the 
licence  to  trade  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5864.  Do  you  think  that  the  right  of  exclusive  trade  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  could  be  rendered  compatible  with  the  territory  being  given  to  a  colony  ? 
— Why  should  not  it  be  so  ?  It  is  compatible  with  the  government  of  this  country, 
and  it  would  be  compatible  with  the  government  of  a  colony.  I  do  not  think  it 
should  exist  one  hour  longer  than  tlie  colony,  or  the  Legislature  or  Govern- 
ment of  that  country  thought  it  for  their  good.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
have  no  claim  to  it;  it  is  not  like  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory.  I  may  add,  that 
beyond  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  being  paid  for  their  outlay,  which  payment 
they  are  entitled  to  under  the  agreement  with  the  Crown,  I  do  not  think  they 
have  any  claim  upon  the  public  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  other- 
wise than  as  you  may  think  it  for  your  interest  to  employ  them. 

5865.  When  you  speak  of  a  Government  being  given  to  Vancouver's  Island, 
in  the  event  of  its  being  made  a  British  colony,  1  suppose  you  mean  those  popular 
institutions  which  the  colonies  have  given  to  them  ? — Certainly ;  but  then  you 
should  put  an  end  to  the  monopoly  of  the  land,  and  let  the  institutions  deal  with 
the  land  of  the  country  according  to  their  discretion. 

5866.  Is  there  anything  which  you  wish  to  add  to  what  you  have  stated  ? — I 
think  there  is  one  important  consideration  connected  with  the  licence.  I  did  not 
suggest  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  enable  the  Crown  to  grant  this  licence  merely 
to  prevent  competition  from  Canada  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  I  thought 
it  advisable  that,  at  all  events  till  some  better  arrangement  could  be  made,  the 
couiitry  should  be  kept  perfectly  at  peace  ;  and  but  for  the  monopoly  granted  to  a 
particular  class  of  our  subjects,  the  American  citizens  have  as  good  a  right  to  trade 
with  the  Indians  within  our  territory  as  the  English  subjects  have.  It  is  not  only 
the  Canadian.^  who  would  come  in  competition  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
but  every  American  citizen  would  have  as  good  a  right  to  trade  with  our  Indians 
as  he  has  with  our  civilised  people  at  Toronto  and  Montreal,  and  you  could  not 
exclude  him  ;  if  you  put  an  end  to  the  monopoly,  you  must  be  open  to  competition 
with  every  American  citizen.  That  was  one  of  my  objects  in  recommending  the 
licence. 

5867.  If  you  think  the  exclusive  licence  to  trade  advisable  for  some  time  in 
these  remote  districts,  do  not  you  think  that  if  you  gave  a  large  tract  of  that 
country  as  a  colony  in  the  vicinity  of  Vancouver's  island,  the  inevitable  result 
would  be,  that  it  would  be  thrown  open  to  competition  ? — On  the  western  side 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  you  must  deal  with  it  as  the  general  interests  of  the 
country  require.  The  interests  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  must  not  be 
considered  in  comparison  with  the  general  interests  of  the  country.  I  am  not 
here  to  plead  that  you  should  continue  the  hcence  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany one  hour  longer  than  it  is  for  the  public  interest  that  you  should  con- 
tinue it. 

5868.  Mr.  Roebuck.]  Then  you  draw  a  distinction  between  the  western  and 
the  eastern  sides  of  the  Rocky  Mountains?— I  draw  a  great  distinction,  inasmuch 
as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  no  exclusive  rights  whatever  to  the  westward 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

5869.  If  it  should  turn  out  that  the  charter  is  an  illegal  charter,  then  the 

condition 
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condition  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  eastern  side  is  the  same  as  it  is     The  Right  Ho». 
on  the  western  side  ? — To  be  sure.    That  opinion  must  be  qualified.    A  company     •^*  ^^^'<^^>  m.p. 
which  has  been  in  possession  for  200  years  of  the  whole  of  that  country,  and      "^T        ~ 
which  has  done  its  duty  to  the  public,  would  have  some  claim  upon  the  con-       "   ""^  ^  "'''■ 
sideration  of  the  pubhc  even  if  its  charter  was  declared  illegal. 

5870.  That  is  to  say,  that  wrongful  possession  for  200  years  ought  to  be  paid 
for  ? — When  you  talk  of  a  "  wrongful  possession,"  the  word  "  wrongful"  would 
be  used  against  the  opinion  of  every  lawyer  of  eminence  ever  consulted  upon 
the  subject. 

5871.  1  started  with  the  supposition  that  the  charter  was  proved  to  be  illegal ." 
—Yes. 

5872.  I  want  to  know  your  opinion,  supposing  it  to  be  illegal,  what  would  be 
the  condition  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  as  compared  with  the  western  side  ?— The  same  absolutely,  with 
the  qualification  which  I  have  stated,  of  the  consideration  which  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ought  to  have  for  their  long  possession  of  that  country  upon 
equitable  grounds. 

5873.  You  dropped  a  phrase  which  rather  startled  my  ear,  about  Vancouver's 
Island  ;  you  talked  about  compensation  ? — Yes. 

5874.  Compensation  for  what? — It  is  no  compensation;  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  accepted  the  grant  of  Vancouver's  Island  upon  the  condition  that  if 
they  were  required  to  surrender  it  again,  the  money  which  they  laid  out  bond  fide 
should  be  repaid  to  them  by  the  pubhc ;  there  is  no  other  compensation. 

5875.  1  suppose  that  that  was  to  be  money  laid  out  beneficially,  not  merely 
money  spent? — Laid  out  to  promote  tlie  colonisation  and  improvement  of  the 
island. 

5876.  And  if  it  should  be  proved,  that  so  far  from  promoting  the  colonisation 
of  the  island,  they  have  thrown  every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  colonisation,  then 
they  ought  not  to  have  any  compensation  ?— I  do  not  say  that.  This  is  proceed- 
ing upon  an  hypothesis.  As  far  as  my  information  goes,  they  have  done  every- 
thing which  they  ought  to  do. 

5877.  The  hypothesis  may  be  erroneous,  but  I  want  to  know  what  the  con- 
clusion is  ? — I  can  give  no  opinion  upon  an  hypothesis  which  I  believe  to  be 
erroneous  in  every  one  of  its  details. 

5878.  Is  that  the  rule  which  you  invariably  pursue  ? — It  is  the  rule  which  I 
adopt  generally. 

5879.  T)o  you  not  take  an  hypothesis  and  argue  rapon  it  f — If  it  is  a  reasonable 
hypothesis,  in  my  opinion,  certainly. 

5880.  In  your  opinion,  then,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  there  has 
been  any  difficulty  thrown  in  the  way  of  colonisation  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany witl)  regard  to  Vancouver's  Island  ? — 1  know  of  no  difficulties  that  ever 
have  been  thrown  in  the  way,  and  I  think  I  know  as  much  of  the  question  as 
most  people  can.  1  speak  with  impartiality,  because  I  think  that  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  ought  not  to  have  accepted  the  grant. 

5881.  1  think  you  stated  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  more  a  Canadian 
than  an  English  Company  ?— Yes. 

5882.  What  did  you  mean  exactly  by  that  ?— I  meant  that,  upon  the  union 
of  the  companies,  the  whole  of  the  Canadian  interest  had  been  transferred  to 
and  incorporated  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company;  that  so  far,  it  was  the 
Canadian  trade,  in  fact,  which  was  incorporated  with  that  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company. 

5883.  I  think  you  also  stated  that,  at  the  time  at  which  you  went  to  Canada, 
all  the  leading  people  of  Canada  were  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  ?— Yes  ;  I  will 
tell  vou  their  names ;  they  are  of  great  eminence. 

5884.  They  did  not  include  any  of  the  seigneurs  of  the  country  ?— I  beg  your 
pardon  ;  Mr.  Monteur,  a  seigneur  of  the  country,  was  one  of  the  partners  of  the 
North- West  Company. 

5885.  The  great  body  of  the  seigneurs  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  trade?— 
The  great  body  of  the  seigneurs  in  Canada  never  had  anything  to  do  with  trade.. 
at  all. 

5886.  Then  you  meant  merely  the  trading  community?— I  meant  all  the 
English  and  Scotch  people  who  estabhshed  themselves  in  Canada,  and  established 
trade  there  (for  there  was  no  trade  before),  after  the  treaty  of  1783 ;  it  has 
remained  in  their  hands  ever  since. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  U  u  5887.  Yon 
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The  Right  Hon.         5887.  You  referred  to  the  Act  passed  in    1821  :   do  you  know  that  by  the 

E.  Ellice,  M.p.      fjftjj  section  of  the  Act,  the  powers  of  the  Canadian  judiciaries  were  extended 

""        over  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories  ? — They  were  not  extended  over 

23  June  1857.      ^YiQ  Hudson's   Bay  Company's  territories  at  all ;    you  will  find  that  they   are 

excepted. 

.)888.  Then  if  I  read  from  this  book  the  following  words,  this  book  is  erro- 
neous :  "  And  be  it  declared  and  enacted  that  the  said  Act  passed  in  the  43d 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty,  intituled.  An  Act  for  extendino-  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  provinces  of  Lower  and  Upper 
Canada  to  the  trial  and  punishment  of  persons  guilty  of  crimes  and  offences 
within  certain  parts  of  North  America  adjoining  to  the  said  provinces,  and  all 
the  clauses  and  provisoes  therein  contained,  shall  be  deemed  and  construed, 
and  it  is  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  declared  to  extend  to  and  over  and 
to  be  in  full  force  in  and  through  all  the  territories  heretofore  granted  to  the 
Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading-  to  Hudson's  Bay,  anything  in 
any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  this  Act,  or  in  any  grant  or  charter  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding"? — That  provided,  that  if  the  Government  of  Canada 
themselves  appointed  magistrates  they  might  exercise  that  jurisdiction  ;  and  it 
v/as  purposel}'  inserted  in  the  Act  that  if  a  complaint  should  be  made  to  the 
government,  either  of  England  or  of  Canada,  which  they  thought  sufficiently 
grounded,  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  neglected  in  any  way  to  administer 
justice,  the  Crown  should  Lave  the  power  of  appointing  justices  under  that 
clause,  and  the  Crown  has  never  yet  appointed  a  justice.  I  beg  pardon  ;  in 
order  that  I  may  be  perfectly  correct,  I  wish  to  state  that  the  Crown  has 
appointed  justices,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  the 
parts  of  the  country  under  the  licence  which  are  without  the  territories  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  but  it  never  has  granted  a  commission  within  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

,5889.  Is  that  the  gloss  which  you  put  upon  these  words,  "  An  Act  for  extending 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  provinces  of  Lower  and  Upper 
Canada  to  the  trial  and  punishment  of  persons  guilty  of  crimes  and  offences 
within  certain  parts  of  North  America  adjoining  to  the  said  provinces ;  and  all 
the  clauses  and  provisoes  therein  contained  shall  be  deemed  and  construed,  and 
it  is  and  they  are  hereby  respectively  declared  to  extend  to  and  over,  and  to  be 
in  full  force  in  and  through  all  the  territories  heretofore  granted  to  the  Company 
of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay"'? — 1  put  no  gloss  upon  it 
at  all.  I  admit  the  clause  to  mean  literally  what  it  expresses.  But  that  only 
gave  to  the  Crown  and  the  Canadian  authorities  power  to  appoint  justices  to 
bring  parties  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  in  England  or  Canada,  which 
power  they  never  have  exercised  by  the  appointment  of  any  justice.  I  put  in 
those  clauses  myself,  in  order  that  the  Crown  or  Canada  might  have  the  power 
of  appointing  justices  under  it ;  but  it  has  never  appointed  any,  therefore  the 
clause  is  inoperative. 

5890.  Therefore  your  interpretation  of  the  Act  is,  that  the  powers  of  the 
judicature  of  Canada  are  not  extended  over  those  territories,  because  the  Crown 
has  not  appointed  special  justices  for  those  territories  ? — It  has  taken  no  means 
of  exercising  the  powers  of  judicature. 

5891.  That  does  not  say  one  word  about  the  powers  of  judicature  ? — The 
answer  to  that  question  is,  that  the  power  has  never  been  exercised  by  any- 
body. 

5892.  Lord  John  Russell.]  It  is  stated  in  the  preamble  of  that  Act,  "  Whereas 
doubts  have  been  entertained  whether  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the 
43d  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  intituled,  An 
Act  for  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  justice  in  the  provinces  of 
Lower  and  Upper  Canada  to  the  trial  and  punishment  of  persons  guilty  of  crimes 
and  offences  within  certain  parts  of  North  America  adjoining  to  the  said  provinces, 
extended  to  the  territories  granted  by  charter  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
and  it  is  expedient  that  such  doubts  should  be  removed,  and  that  the  said  Act 
should  be  further  extended  "  ?— Yes. 

5893.  Therefore  that  was  the  purpose  ?— It  was  for  the  purpose  of  doing  that  ; 
and  I  remember  that  I  suggested  at  the  time,  "  Take  every  power  you  can  to 
ensure  that ;  to  the  extent  of  such  means  as  you  may  be  able  to  employ,  justice 
shall  be  administered  to  your  satisfaction." 

5894.  Mr.  Christj/.]  With  reference  to  that  matter,  did  not  you  consider  that 

the 
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liie  Company  entered  into  an  obligation  to  send  all  criminal  cases,  and  those     The  Right  Hob, 
civil    cases   involving    an    amount    above  200/.,  to  be  tried  in  the  Courts  of     -g-  Elike,  m.p. 
Canada  ? — I  believe  it  was,  whenever  they  were  required  to  do  so  by  the  Crown ; 
I  forget  the  exact  words,  but  it  was  intended  that  that  obligation  should  exist     *^  ''"°^  ^^^'^' 
whenever  the  Secretary  of  State,  I  think,  should  require  it ;  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment speaks  for  itself. 

5895.  Mr.  Roebuck.}  You  stated,  I  think,  that  the  sum  derived  as  profit  by 
the  Company  for  17  years,  amounted  to  something  more  than  60,000/.? — 
Yes. 

5896.  You  stated  also  that  the  annual  interest  of  the  capital  of  the  Company 
■was  12  J  per  cent.? — Yes  ;  that  the  profits  of  the  fur  trade  were  65,000  /. 

5897.  How  do  you  make  those  two  statements  agree,  taking  half  a  million  to 
be  the  nominal  stock  of  the  Company  ? — There  would  be  some  difiiculty  in 
arriving  at  that  conclusion  ;  but  the  fact  is,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  make 
other  profits  upon  their  trade,  and  they  make  interest  upon  their  capital. 

5898.  Then  the  statement  that  they  have  made  only  65,000/.  in  17  years, 
does  not  represent  the  actual  state  of  facts  as  regards  the  Compaay  ? — I  beg 
your  pardon,  it  represents  precisely  the  fact. 

5899.  Then  how  do  you  make  it  agree  with  the  statement  that  they  divide 
aniongst  the  shareholders  12  J  per  cent.  ? — I  tell  you  that  the  65,000  /.  is  the  net 
profit  which  they  derived  from  the  fur  trade,  not  from  their  trade  generally  -, 
they  have  beyond  that  the  interest  of  money  ;  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are 
a  large  trading  establishment,  and  they  employ  even  more  capital  than  the 
500,000  /. ;  they  have  certain  deposits  of  money  in  their  hands.  This  Committee 
does  not  inquire  into  the  details  of  the  profits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ; 
as  far  as  the  fur  trade  is  concerned  which  is  connected  with  the  government  of 
the  country,  and  the  licence,  I  tell  you  exactly  the  facts ;  but  I  do  not  suppose 
yon  intend  to  inquire  into  all  the  details  of  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company ;  every  tiling  that  the  Committee  require  with  a  view  to  rhe  govern- 
ment or  connexion  of  the  Company  with  the  fur  trade  shall  be  fully  and  fairly 
before  them. 

5900.  I  believe  that  the  nominal  stock  was  from  time  to  time  raised  ? — Not 
the  nominal  stock  ;  the  real  stock  was  raised. 

5901.  You  iased  the  word  "  nominal"  yourself? — It  does  not  necessarily  follow 
that  if  a  railway  company  has  a  stock  of  a  million  of  money,  it  may  not  owe 
another  million  of  money,  or  that  part  of  its  capital  may  not  be  borrowed  money ; 
the  stock  upon  which  the  dividend  is  made,  and  which  is  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  stock,  is  500,000  /. 

5902.  When  you  started  it  was  not  that,  and  you  nominally  increased  it ;  we 
-will  say,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  some  figures,  that  it  was  300,000  /.,  and  then 
you  declared  it  to  be  500,000/.  ? — I  beg  your  pardon.  1  stated  distinctly  that 
at  the  time  of  the  union  of  the  companies  it  was  400,000  /.,  and  that  it  was  sub- 
sequently increased  to  500,000  /.,  partly  by  money  which  had  not  been  divided, 
which  was  added  to  stock,  and  partly  from  money  actually  paid. 

5903.  You  stated  also,  that  the  competition  between  the  North-West  Com- 
pany and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  (I  use  that  phrase  for  the  purpose  of 
brevity),  led  to  a  great  use  of  spirits  among  the  Indians  ? — Yes. 

5904.  And  that  one  of  the  great  benefits  which  you  supposed  to  have  been 
derived  from  the  union  of  the  two  Companies  was  concentrating  power  in  the 
hands  of  certain  parties,  which  enabled  them  to  prevent  the  use  of  spirits  ? — 
Yes. 

5905.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  possible  to  regulate  the  morality  of  any  body  of 
people  by  law  ? — That  is  a  very  wide  question.  I  should  certainly  say  not  ;  but 
still,  when  you  have  to  deal  with  poor  people  like  the  Indians,  whose  passions 
may  be  excited  easily  by  the  use  of  spirits,  or  by  the  use  of  any  other  stimulant, 
Lthinl<  it  is  your  duty,  as  far  as  you  can,  to  prevent  those  consequences. 

5go6.  You  would  give  powers  to  people,  which  powers  would  prevent  colo- 
nisation, in  order  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  spirits  ? — I  would  give  no  power 
to  anybody  of  any  description  to  prevent  colonisation. 

5907.  Therefore,  I  conclude  from  your  statement  now,  that  if  there  be  any 
powers  in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  which  really  militate  against 
colonisation,  they  ought  to  be  taken  away  ? —  Certainly,  provided  you  can  effect 
colonisation  by  any  other  means. 

5908.  And  if  we  are  told  that  there  are  means  of  communication  between 
0.24 — Sess.  2.  u  u  2  Lake 
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The  Right  Hon.     Lake  Superior  and  the  Red  River,  in  your  opinion  we  are  misled  ? — No,  I  did 

E.I!lhce,M.F.     not  say  that ;  there  are  means  of  communication,  because  people  travel  that  way, 

J  and  trade  has  been  conducted  that  way  perpetually;  but  the  question  is  whether 

"'     those  means  are  facile  means,  or  whether  the  means  of  communication  from  Lake 

Superior  are  equally  easy  with  the  means  of  communication  from  Minnesota  and 

the  adjoining  American  territory. 

5909.  I  think  you  also  seemed  to  lean  to  the  opinion  that,  unless  there  v/as 
some  outlet  for  their  produce,  there  would  be  no  incitement  to  colonisation  r— 
That  has  been  the  case  in  America.  I  do  not  say  that  if  a  great  community 
was  established  in  any  place,  they  might  not  exist  without  any  outlet  to  their 
produce  ;  but  that  implies  a  very  advanced  state  of  society.  I  do  not  think  that 
any  part  of  America  would  have  been  cultivated  or  settled  unless  they  could  have 
had  a  market  for  their  surplus  produce. 

5910.  What  do  you  say  to  the  territory  of  Utah  ? — You  talk  of  moral  rules 
for  society.  The  territory  of  Utah  is  held  together  upon  extraordinary  principles, 
and  has  been  principally  maintained  by  immense  sums  of  money  which  misguided 
emigrants  have  carried  to  Utah. 

5911.  You  believe,  then,  that  Minnesota  has  been  colonised  and  peopled, 
because  the  intervening  territory  between  it  and  the  more  civilised  parts  of  the 
United  States  has  become  peopled  ? — I  should  think  it  is  because  the  intervening 
parts  have  become  peopled,  or  because  there  are  great  facilities  of  communicatioa 
between  Minnesota  and  civilised  places  adjacent. 

5912.  Will  you  tell  me  what  those  means  of  communication  are  ? — I  believe 
there  is  either  a  railroad  actually  in  existence,  or  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be 
a  railroad. 

59  J  3.  An  expected  railroad  is  no  means  of  communication  ? — But  an  American 
works  in  anticipation  of  all  possible  events. 

5914.  "Why  should  not  that  same  principle  extend  to  the  Red  River  ? — Because 
you  come  to  Minnesota  from  the  south.  You  must  come  to  the  Red  River  from 
the  north,  and  the  means  of  communication  are  excessively  difficult. 

5915.  Lake  Superior  is  not  to  the  north  of  the  Red  River  ? — 1  think  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  is  10  the  north  of  the  Red  River.  You  must  come  by  a  communi- 
cation which  is  in  every  respect  difficult. 

5916  1  suppose  you  know  that  there  is  a  complete  communication  now  between 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Lake  Superior? — Yes. 

5917.  I  mean  by  steam? —Yes. 

.5918.  So  that  it  is  very  easy  to  sail  from  London  to  Lake  Superior? — I  have 
no  doubt  of  ii. 

5919.  Therefore  the  only  difficulty  which  arises  in  our  communication  with 
the  Red  River  would  really  arise  between  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior  and  the 
Red  River? — But  there  has  never  been  any  difficulty  in  communication  with 
Lake  Superior;  that  has  always  been  a  facile  communication.  If  there  have  not 
been  steam-boats,  there  have  been  other  vessels  upon  Lake  Superior  as  long  as 
I  can  recollect. 

5920.  But  surely,  the  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Lake  Superior 
was  very  difficult  20  years  ago?— Not  very  difficult.  We  had  the  same  diffi- 
culties in  the  rapids  of  the  Sault  St.  Mary ;  the  communication  between  Lake 
Erie  and  Lake  Superior  was  difficult ;  all  that  has  been  improved  with  time,  and 
it  has  been  improved  as  the  country  has  been  civilised  and  settled.  I  do  not 
know  when  you  may  expect  (at  least  I  do  not  dream  of  it)  the  country  between 
Lake  Superior  and  Red  River  to  be  settled,  and  you  cannot  have  good  communi- 
cations through  any  country  in  which  there  are  not  settlements. 

592 1 .  Then  your  belief  is,  that  the  hope  of  settling  the  Red  River  is  illusory, 
■and  that  in  our  time  we  shall  ixot  see  it  fulfilled  ? — 1  think  it  perfectly  illusory, 
unless  it  should  be  settled  by  settlements  pushing  up  from  the  southward,  and 
going  across  the  plain  from  the  States. 

5922.  i  think  you  said  that  tlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  the  last  remaining 
proprietary  company? — Yes. 

592].  And  you  mentioned  that  there  had  been  a  great  number  of  proprietary 
colonies  in  the  United  States? — Yes. 

5924.  Did  not  every  one  of  those  colonies,  as  proprietary  colonies,  break 
down  ? — No,  I  think  not.  1  forget  the  pxact  history.  I  think  the  proprietor  of 
Massachusetts  established  a  free  government,  and  made  terms  respecting  it.  I 
think  Lord  Baltimore  did  the  same  in  Caroliiia,  and  Mr.  Penn  in  Pennsylvania. 

The 
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The  proprietor,  accordine:  to  English  notions  and  fashions,  thought  that  the    The  Jlight  Hon. 
government  was  beyond  his  control,  and  he  interested  the  people  in  it,  and  I      ^-  ^^^^'^'  ^■^^ 
believe  behaved  with  great  liberality  and  justice. 

5925.  In  every  one  of  those  proprietary  colonies  was  not  there  an  application     ^3  ''^""^  *^57- 
made  to  the  Crown  for  a  charter? — Of  course  there  was  ;  they  could  not  hold 

them  without  a  charter. 

5926.  I  mean  afterwards? — I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  the  proprietors 
came  to  some  arrangement  on  the  subject. 

5927.  Then  the  government  of  the  colony  was  the  result  in  fact  of  the  Crown's 
interference  r — Either  the  Crown's  interference  or  the  proprietor's  interference  ; 
I  think  you  deprive  some  of  those  proprietors  of  due  credit  for  their  desire  to 
extend  the  institutions  in  the  country  which  belonged  to  them. 

5928.  I  know  that  Lord  Baltimore  was  a  very  benevolent  and  humane  man, 
but  surely  the  Crown  was  required  to  interfere  and  give  power  to  the  colonists 
to  govern  themselves  ? — It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  looked  to  the  history  of 
those  proprietary  governments,  but  I  think  you  will  find  that  the  proprietors  had 
at  least  as  much  merit  as  the  Crown  in  whatever  ultimate  arrangement  took  place 
for  the  government  of  these  countries. 

5929.  You  said  also  that  the  Government  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had 
not  been  found  fault  with  ? — I  said  that  it  had  been  less  found  fault  with  than  in 
any  other  colony  under  the  Crown  since  the  union  with  the  Canadian  companies 
in  1821  or  1822. 

5930.  Are  you  at  all  aware  that  ihat  petition  is  now  before  the  Canadian 
House  of  Assembly  {handing  a  Paper  to  the  Right  honourable  Member)  ? — I  know 
of  no  colony  from  which  you  have  not  a  hundred  petitions,  and  I  dare  say  you 
will  have  a  petition  from  this  settlement ;  I  do  not  mean  by  my  answer  to  say 
.that  the  Government  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  has  been  perfect;  all 
governments  are  subject  to  imperfections,  and  I  dare  say  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  have  committed  faults  like  others.  But  what  I  said  was  this  :  that  in 
all  questions  which  have  been  referred  to  the  Colonial  Office,  where  the  Colonial 
Office  have,  either  through  independent  officers  or  other  means,  instituted 
inquiries  with  respect  to  the  grounds  of  those  complaints  which  have  been  made, 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  been  informed  by  the  Colonial  Office  that  the 
complaints  generally  have  been  without  foundation. 

5931.  Cannot  we  assume  it  to  be  the  fact  that  a  fur  company  has  interests  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  colonisation  of  the  country  ? — I  do  not  think  that  we  can 
assume  anything  as  a  fact.  My  opinion  is  that  a  fur  company  have  very  little 
to  do  with  colonisation,  and  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  would  have  done 
much  better  if  they  had  never  had  anything  to  do  with  colonisation  ;  and,  in  fact, 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  never  voluntarily  undertook  colonisation  on  the  Red 
River,  where  they  believed  it  to  be  impracticable.  They  sold  to  Lord  Selkirk 
that  country,  or  they  granted  it  to  him,  and  he  first  established  the  colony ;  and 
when  they  re-possessed  themselves  of  it,  they  did  it  because  they  thought  it  at 
the  time  inexpedient  that  there  should  be  no  different  interests  from  their  own  at 
the  Red  River,  and  because  Lord  Selkirk,  in  fact,  wished  to  get  rid  of  it.  The 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as.  I  have  stated  to  the  Committee,  have  not  been 
backward  in  establishing  colonies  upon  the  western  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
where  they  had  means  of  conveying  the  produce  of  the  lauds  which  they  cultivated 
to  a  reasonable  market. 

5932.  Have  they  established  any  colony  in  the  British  territory  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  ?— They  established  it  upon  what  they  supposed  at  the  time 
was  British  territory,  namely,  in  Oregon,  which  was  only  taken  from  them  by 
the  treaty  of  J84C  ;  and  when  it  was  taken  from  them,  as  I  have  stated  to  the 
Committee,  provision  was  made  that  they  should  still  continue  to  enjoy  those 
possessory  rights  which  they  then  held. 

.5933-  ^he  British  territory  on  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  is  quite  as 
well  provided  with  means  of  transit  as  the  American  territory  ? — The  capital  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  not  sufficient  to  make  colonisation  everywhere  ; 
it  is  a  limited  capital.  The  Honourable  Member  has  never  heard  from  me  an 
opinion  that  if  you  can  establish  a  colony  successfully  anywhere,  you  should 
^llow  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  one  instant  to  possess  that  country  for  the 
purposes  of  the  fur  trade. 

5934.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  You  have  stated  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  established  a  colony  in   Oregon,   upon  what  they  supposed  to  be 

0.24— Sess.  2.  UU3  British 
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The  Right  Hon.     British  territory :  was  not  the  Columbia  River  generally  supposed  to  be  the 

E.  Ellice,  M.p.      boundary  ?— Certainly. 

~  5935 •  Did  not  Dr.  McLoughlin  establish  his  colony  in  the  Wiiamet  Valky  ? 

23  June  1857.  —Dr^  McLoughlin  Mas  rather  an  amphibious  and  independent  personage;  he 
was  a  very  able  man,  and  I  believe  a  very  good  man ;  but  he  had  a  fancy  that 
he  would  like  to  have  iuterests  in  both  countries,  both  in  America  and  in  the 
English  territory  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  do  not  know  now  what  has  become  of  him, 
except  that  he  has  left  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  service.  I  wish  to  say 
nothing  against  Dr.  McLoughlin,  wlio  I  believe  to  have  been  a  very  intelligent 
and  very  enterprising  man ;  and  certainly  while  he  remained  with  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  he  \\  as  an  excellent  servant  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5936.  Mr,  Roe/nick.]  While  speaking  of  the  conduct  of  the  Company,  you 
stated,  amongst  other  things,  that  the  moment  any  servant  became  too  intimate 
in  his  relations  with  the  Indians,  he  was  removed  :  what  did  you  mean  by  that ; 
did  you  mean  to  allude  to  the  fact  that  when  any  servant  of  the  Company 
acquired  feelings  of  commiseration  or  sympathy  with  the  Indians,  he  was 
removed  ? — On  the  contrary,  the  servant  would  be  most  prized  who,  by  proper 
means  and  humane  attention,  and  attempts  to  civilise  the  Indians,  established  an 
influence  with  the  Indians. 

5937.  In  your  opinion,  is  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  taken  as  a  country, 
that  there  should  be  any  monopoly  of  trade  in  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company',  with  regard  to  their  territory? — If  you  were  to  allow  competition  to 
take  place  again  in  the  trade  of  the  north-west  territories,  the  competition  might 
last  eight  or  ten  years,  and  the  trade  would  be  utterly  destroyed  ;  and  the 
Indians  would  be  reduced  to  a  state  of  want  and  starvation  of  which  one  can 
give  no  description. 

5938.  You  stated  also,  that  in  America,  south  of  the  British  line,  the  trade  in 
fur  had  almost  entirely  disappeared  ?—  Yes. 

5939.  Is  not  that  in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  civilisation  in  those  parts? 
— Certainly ;  the  march  of  civilisation  naturally  puts  an  end  to  it. 

5940.  Therefore,  if  the  same  phenomenon  were  to  occur  north  of  that  line, 
you  might  assume  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  same  cause,  namely,  the  increase 
of  civihsation  ? — Certainly. 

5941.  Reverse  that  proposition.  If  colonisation  has  not  reached  across  the 
boundary,  is  it  not  in  consequence  of  the  maintenance  of  the  fur  trade? — 
I  think  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  make  out  that  proposition.  I  do  not 
admit  it. 

5942.  But  the  fact  of  the  maintenance  of  the  fur  trade  would  prevent  anything 
like  colonisation  ? — Certainly  not ;  the  existence  of  the  fur  trade  prevents  colonisa- 
tion in  no  respect ;  there  is  no  reason  why  colonisation  and  the  fur  trade  may 
not  go  on  together. 

.5943.  Is  that  in  accordance  with  what  you  have  just  stated,  that  wherever 
civilisation  comes  the  fur  trade  disappears  ! — To  a  certain  extent,  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  where  the  land  is  cultivated,  the  animal  will  disappear,  and 
of  course  the  trade  will  disappear  with  the  animal. 

5944.  Does  not  the  animal  retreat  to  a  very  great  distance  from  all  colonisa- 
tion ;  does  not  the  animal  get  frightened  ? — Certainly,  and  the  trader  retreats 
with  him. 

5945.  Mr.  /.  H.  Giirrici/.]  Is  it  not  considered  that  the  cold  climate  is 
favourable  to  the  quality  of  the  fur  ? — Certainly  ;  the  best  fur  comes  from  the 
coldest  cUmate. 

5946.  Therefore  the  best  climate  for  the  production  of  fur  is  the  worst  climate 
for  the  production  of  agricultural  produce  I — Certainly. 

5947.  Mr.  Roebuck.'}  But  the  American  territory  was  a  fine  hunting  country 
once,  was  not  it  ? — All  that  prairie  country  which  is  now  established  ;  as  I  said 
before,  I  remember  500,000  or  a  million  of  deer  skins  coming  into  Canada 
from  it. 

5948.  Therefore  the  statement  that  the  worse  the  country  the  better  the 
hunting  ground  is  not  quite  accurate  ? — Yes  ;  these  statements  are  both  correct ; 
there  were  different  kinds  of  animals ;  the  deer  and  the  animal  inhabiting  the 
plains  was  not  of  the  same  value  for  its  skin  or  its  peltry  as  the  beaver,  or  the 
otter,  or  the  marten,  which  is  found  in  the  north  ;  the  greater  quantity  of  the 
one  in  the  plain  may  have  made  up  for  the  smaller  quantity  of  the  more  valuable 
fur  in  the  northern  region. 

5949.  In 
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5949.  In  the  American  territory,  when  it  was  a  fur-bearing  territory,  was  not     The  Right  Hon. 
there  a  large  quantity  of  beaver  ? — Yes  ;  there  was  a  large  quantity  of  beaver      ^'  •^'^"^''  '*•  '• 
very  far  south  in  the  Mississippi,  at  one  time,  but  it  is  all  destroyed  ;  but  that  "' 
beaver  was  not  so  valuable  as  the  beaver  in  the  north,  or  the  otter  either.                  ^^  "^""^  ^^'* 

5950.  Mr.  Christy.]  I  will  just  ask  you  a  question  with  reference  to  one 
point  put  by  Mr.  Roebuck,  as  respects  the  communication  with  the  Red  River  ; 
you  are  aware  of  what  is  termed  the  direct  route,  perhaps  ? — That  is  the  old 
route  by  which  the  Canadian  fur  traders  went  by  Lake  Winnipeg  and  the  I..iake 
of  the  Woods. 

5951.  Are  you  aware  that  that  has  fallen  very  much  into  disuse  by  its 
getting  out  of  repair? — Yes;  there  never  was  a  regular  road  there;  in  the 
old  time  the  greater  part  of  the  distance  was  never  travelled  by  a  cart  or  by  a 
horse ;  it  was  travelled  in  canoes.  Those  canoes  came  to  what  were  called 
portages,  over  which  the  men  carried  the  loads  of  the  canoes  on  their  backs ; 
there  never  was  any  other  road. 

",952.  I  do  not  want  to  dwell  on  this  subject,  but  Colonel  Crofton  gave  in 
evidence  that  he  would  have  no  difficulty  in  marchinii  troops  by  that  route  ? — 
I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  if  Canadian  voyagers  can  take  heavy  loads  of  goods  in 
canoes,  troops  can  march  easily. 

5953.  Are  you  aware  that  Canada  has  lately  voted  the  sum  of  5,000  /.  for 
improving  and  opening  that  route  ? — I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it. 

5954.  I  have  a  paper  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge  for  the  first  time 
since  I  have  been  in  this  Committee,  which  prints  the  statement  that  Canada 
has  voted  5,000  I.  for  that  purpose  ? — I  am  quite  sure  that  if  Canada  intends  to 
open  that  route,  Canada  will  have  every  assistance  and  cordial  co-operation  on 
the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  that  undertaking. 

5955-  For  the  purpose  of  more  clearly  expressing  the  questions  which  I 
intended  to  put  to  you  this  morning,  I  have  written  them,  and  I  will  preface 
them  merely  by  saying  that  if  there  are  any  which  are  of  too  personal  a  nature, 
I  hope  you  will  not  attribute  them  to  any  improper  motive  on  my  part  ? — There 
can  be  none  of  too  personal  a  nature. 

5956.  I  would  also  say  that  I  think  it  essential  to  institute  rather  a  close  ex- 
amination into  the  capital  of  the  Company  ? — This  Committee  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  capital  of  the  Company. 

5957.  In  reference  to  the  question  which  1  have  previously  put,  I  believe  you 
never  were  in  the  country  of  the  Red  River  ? — No  ;  but  I  have  been  in  constant 
communication  with  every  man  who  has  been  across  that  route  from  Canada. 

5958.  The  whole  of  the  information  which  you  have  given  to  the  Committee 
this  morning  is  based  upon  the  information  which  you  have  derived  from 
various  sources? — I  beg  your  pardon,  it  is  given  from  my  oun  personal  know- 
ledge ;  with  respect  to  whether  a  country  which  1  have  never  seen  is  fit  for 
col-onisation,  that  is  not  given  from  personal  knowledge,  but  it  is  given  from 
statistical  information. 

595!^  And  not  from  any  personal  knowledge  as  far  as  having  travelled  in  any 
part  of  this  country? — I  have  travelled  in  no  part  of  it ;  I  have  not  travelled 
beyond  Lake  Superior. 

5960.  Then  you  cannot  inform  the  Committee  whether  you  think  that  the 
5,000 1,  which  has  been  voted  by  Canada  would  be  a  sufficient  sum  for  improv- 
ing and  opening  that  route  ? — I  can,  as  far  as  opinion  goes.  It  would  go  a 
very  little  way.  Labour  is  very  dear  in  that  country,  and  the  track  being 
partly  rock  and  partly  swamp,  if  a  road  is  to  be  formed  it  will  be  a  very  difficult 
undertaking,  and  I  should  think  that  5,000  I.  would  not  go  far  iu  establishing  a 
communication,  that  is  to  say,  which  a  hor.se  could  travel. 

5961.  I  believe  you  were  at  one  time  one  of  the  principal  partners  of  the 
North- West  Company  before  its  junction  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company?  — 
Yes. 

5962.  I  therefore  presume  that  you  are  well  acquainted  with  the  constitution 
and  history  of  both  companies  ? — Yes. 

5963.  Are  you  aware  that  in  1749  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
were  brought  before  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  much  inter- 
esting evidence  obtained  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  trade  and  business 
operations  at  that  period  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  it ;  but  it  is  a  matter  of  history, 
I  suppose. 

5964.  The  report  I  have  here,  which  gives  a  very  detailed  account  of  the 
0.24 — Sess.  2.  u  u  4  constitution 
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The  Right  Hon.     Constitution  of  the  Company  at  that  time  ;  referring  to  that  report  I   wish  to 
E.  Ellice,  M.p.      draw  your  attention  to  the  statement  which  appears   of  the  amount  and  succes- 

"~~ sive  augmentations  of  the  Company's  stock  up  to  that  time? — The  evidence 

23  June  1S57.  wiiich  I  have  given  before  this  Committee  has  reference  only  to  the  time  when 
I  was  connected  with  the  Company,  which  was  in  1821,  when  the  Canadian 
companies  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  united,  and  formed  a  very  different 
Company  from  anything  that  had  ever  been  known  before  under  the  title  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Nothing  that  previously  took  place  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  can  at  all  have  reference  to  what  has  been  the 
conduct,  or  the  management  of  the  Company,  for  the  last  40  years. 

5965.  I  tliink  you  are  acquainted  with  the  constitution  of  both  Companies  ? 
— Perfectly. 

5966.  As  it  is  a  matter  given  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  therefore  is  a 
public  matter,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  statements  of  the  succes- 
sive augmentations  which  are  given  in  the  report  to  which  I  have  referred  ? — 
But  that  is,  how  many  years  ago  ? 

5967.  One  hundred  years  ago? — Surely  what  took  place  100  years  ago  has 
very  little  to  do  with  what  we  are  discussing  now,  namely,  the  state  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

5968.  Excuse  me,  it  is  the  only  information  which  has  ever  been  given  to 
Parliament,  or  which  has  ever  been  made  public,  by  which  the  public  have- 
been  able  to  obtain  any  information  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Company? — It 
is  all  printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  public ;  the  public  can  refer  to  it ;  I  have 
never  even  read  it. 

5969.  It  appears  that  in  1676,  by  the  books  of  the  Company,  their  stock  was 
10,500/.;  in  1690  the  same  was  trebled,  not  by  subscription,  but  by  the 
creation  of  nominal  stock,  and  declared  to  be  31,500/.;  in  1720  the  stock  was 
again  trebled  in  the  same  way,  and  declared  to  be  94,500 1. ;  a  subscription 
was  then  taken  for  3,150/.  by  each  person  subscribing  100/.,  and  being 
accredited  with  800  /.  It  appears  to  have  become  trebled  also  as  before,  and 
the  amount  carried  out  is  9>450  /.,  making  the  total  capital,  as  declared  on  the 
23d  of  December  1720,  103,950/.,  only  13,150/.  of  which  was  actually  paid 
up.  The  question  which  I  wish  to  ask  is,  whether  you  can  give  to  the  Com- 
mittee any  information  regarding  the  profits  of  the  Company  at  that  period, 
which  enabled  them  to  perform  these  remarkable  augmentations? — I  can  give 
to  the  Committee  no  information  upon  that  subject ;  but  having  ascertained  the 
stock  of  the  Company  was  about  103,000/.,  I  myself  offered  Sir  Richard  Neave, 
who  was  then  governor  of  the  Company,  103,000  /.  Navy  5  /.  per  cents,  for  the 
whole  Hudson's  Bay  Company  about  the  year  1804.  I  did  it  in  order  to  pur- 
chase the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  the  Canadian  companies  at  the  time, 
and  that  transaction  only  was  not  carried  into  effect  because  part  of  the  stock 
was  found  to  be  the  property  of  infants,  and  other  persons  incapable  of  giving 
a  title,  or  making  a  transfer,  and  which  would  have  made  it  necessary  for  the 
parties  to  go  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  for  powers,  and  I  did  not  at  that  time 
want  that  this  transaction  should  be  published. 

.5(.)7o.  In  the  Parliamentary  Papers  which  were  printed  in  1842,  I  find  a 
letter  from  the  governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  in  which  Sir  John  Pelly  writes  to  Lord  Glenelg  on 
the  occasion  of  his  applying  for  the  renewal  of  the  Company's  licence  in  1838, 
in  which  he  states  that  from  60  to  70  per  cent,  was  annually  divided  among 
the  shareholders  ?—  If  Sir  John  Pelly  stated  that,  he  stated  that  which  was  not 
the  fact ;  there  must  be  some  mistake. 

5971.  Mr.  Edivard  Ellice.]  That  refers  to  1690?— It  is  more  than  100  years 
ago.  There  is  one  thing  which  occurs  to  me  with  respect  to  this  questioa  of 
profit  altogether.  If  the  profit  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  very  much 
diminished,  the  Company  itself  would  cease  to  exist,  because  the  shareholder 
really  does  not  get  more  profit  for  the  investment  of  his  capital  than  any 
common  trader  who  invests  his  capital  in  business  in  England;  and  the 
people  who  conduct  the  trade  in  the  interior,  where  they  live  probably  for  six 
months  in  the  year  without  tasting  bread  or  an  esculent  vegetable  of  any  kind, 
are  but  poorly  paid  with  the  share  of  the  profit  which  they  derive  for  their 
labour;  and  if  the  profit  was  to  be  so  diminished  as  not  to  give  to  these  men  a. 
sufficient  temptation  in  the  way  of  remuneration  to  remain  in  the  country,  the 
country  would  become  completely  disorganised.  It  is  a  question  entirely  of 
profit  whether  you  can  maintain  either  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  or  their 

servants. 
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servants.     If  there  is  not  an  adequate  profit  to  maintain  them,  the  thing  must    The  Right  Hon, 
of  necessity  decline  and  be  destroyerl.  ^-  ^^^'"^^  M-?f 

5972.  Mr.  Christy.']  My  question  went  more  to  the  capital  than  to  the  actual 

profit  which  had  been  divided  ? — If  you  ask  anything  about  capital,  from  the      ^^         ^^'^' 
time  that  I  know  anything  about   tlie   Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  am  quite 
■willing  to  answer  it 

5973.  I  was  wishing  to  bring  down  the  tradition,  as  I  may  say,  based  upon 
the  only  facts  which  are  at  my  disposal,  of  the  history  of  this  Company  from 
100  years  ago  until  the  present  time ;  in  the  same  document  1  observed  that  oii 
the  junction  of  the  North- West  and  Hudson's  l^ay  Companies,  the  capital  stock 
of  the  united  associations  was  declared  at  400,000  /. : — It  was  400,000/.  actually 
paid  either  in  tiie  inventories  of  stock  at  the  different  posts,  or  in  money. 

.'5974.  It  appears  to  be  made  up  in  this  vs^ay;  a  call  was  made  upon  the  share- 
holders of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  augmenting  their  stock  to  200,000  /.  ?  — 
Yes. 

5975-  While  the  North-West  Company  contributed  a  similar  sum? — Yes. 

5976.  Are  you  aware  how  that  amount  was  made  up? — It  was  made  up,  as 
the  question  itself  states,  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  contributing  money  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  in  their  inventories  at  the  time  ;  the  capital  was  com- 
posed, for  instance,  of  the  inventories  of  goods  at.  the  posts  in  the  interior :  there 
was  a  great  trading  capital,  some  of  it  took  two  years  to  bring  the  accounts  of 
the  stock  at  the  different  places ;  there  was  the  remnant  of  the  furs  on  hand ; 
there  were  the  goods  on  hand  at  the  various  posts,  but  the  whole  was  either 
money  or  money's  worth. 

5977.  Was  the  additional  100,000 /.  contributed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany actually  paid  up  ? — It  was  actually  paid  up,  because  we  began  the  concern 
with  400,000/.,  and  therefore  it  must  have  been  found  somehow  or  other;  I 
believe  that  it  vvas  paid  in  hard  money. 

597S.  Then  it  was  not  nominal  capital  ? — No. 

5979.  It  had  not  increased  nominally,  as  previously? — No;  it  was  actual 
money  or  goods  ;  one  of  the  two. 

5980.  1  find  by  a  statement  recently  laid  officially  before  this  Committee, 
that  the  present  stock  of  the  Company  is  500,000/.? — Yes. 

5081.  How  was  the  additional  100,000  /.  added  to  the  400,000  /.  ?— It  was  in 
a  great  measure  by  undivided  profits ;  that  is  to  say,  by  money  which  would 
have  been  divided  as  a  bonus  ;  it  was  supposed  that  the  Company  wanted 
more  capital,  and  instead  of  dividing  the  whole  profit  to  the  shareholders,  the 
Company  only  divided  10  per  cent.,  and  put  the  remaining  money  in  stock. 

5982.  They  have  increased  their  capital  of  400,000/.  by  adding  profits  of 
100,000/.  to  it  r — By  adding  monej%  whether  it  was  the  profits  which  they  had 
realised  or  not ;  the  capital  of  the  stock  is  500,000  /.  money  capital. 

5983.  What  is  the  value  of  the  stock,  is  it  100/.  stock?— It  is  100/.  stock  ; 
its  value  is  about  200  /. ;  it  pays  annually  a  10  per  cent,  dividend,  and  occasion- 
ally there  has  been  a  five  per  cent,  bonus. 

5984.  Can  you  state  to  the  Committee  how  much  of  the  present  stock  of  the 
Company  has  been  paid  up  ?— The  whole  has  been  paid  up. 

5985.  In  the  same  statement  which  has  been  laid  before  this  Committee,  I 
observe  an  item  of  84,111  /.  paid  to  Lord  Selkirk  for  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment ? — That  is  the  money  actually  paid  to  Lord  Selkirk,  with  interest  added 
to  it.  The  Honourable  Gentleman  is  aware  that  when  merchants  make  a 
purchase  they  open  an  account,  and  they  debit  to  that  account  the  money 
which  the  estate  cost  them,  and  they  add  the  interest,  and  deduct  any  revenue 
or  receipt  which  they  have  had  from  it  since  ;  and  the  84,000  /.  is  the  balance 
of  such  an  account. 

5986.  In  1836,  as  you  have  already  stated  to  the  Committee  ?— Yes. 

5987.  Chairman.}  Deducting  your  profits  ? — Yes.  I  am  afraid  there  are  no 
profits  ;  it  is  the  accumulation  of  interest. 

.598S.  Mr.  Christy.]  The  84,000/.  is  a  monied  sum  due  to  Lord  Selkirk?— 
It  is  that  money,  and  interest  outstanding  upon  their  books. 

5989.  May  i  ask  you  out  of  what  funds  could  the  money  be  paid?— Out  of 
our  capital  or  profits."  We  have  a  great  deal  of  money  which  is  not  in  our 
capital  stock;  we  are  depositaries  for  large  sums  of  money  belonging  to  the 
people  in  the  interior.  Any  company  of  this  description  has  larger  transactions 
than  the  immediate  amount  of  its  capital. 

5990.  Would  that  be  in  the  light  of  borrowed  money  ?— It  is  deposit  money. 
0.24— Sess.  2.  X  X  Bankers, 
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The  Right  Hon.    Bankers,  and  other  people  trading  as  companies,  receive  money  upon  deposts 
E.  ElKce,  M.  p.     and  probably  allow  a  lower  interest  than  they  get  for  it.     We  have  large  trans- 
~      ~~  actions  beyond  the  fur  trade. 

5991.  Mr.  ./.  H.  Gurney.]  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  in  fact  the 
bankers  for  the  whole  of  that  district,  are  they  not  ? — They  are  bankers  for  all  ; 
it  is  a  facility  for  their  servants.  For  instance,  when  the  profits  are  divided, 
they  credit  a  man's  account  with  the  profit,  and  they  allow  him  interest  upon  the 
balance. 

5992.  Mi-.  Christy.]  I  have  before  me  a  pamphlet  which  has  been  published, 
known  by  the  name  McGilHvray's  Book,  being  "  A  Narrative  of  Occurrences  in 
the  Indian  Countries  of  North  America,  since  the  connection  of  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.'  I  find  at 
page  65  of  that  pamphlet,  the  following  passage : — •'  From  Lord  Selkirk's 
acquisition  of  the  majority  of  votes,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  may  be  said  to 
centre  in  one  individual.  The  Governor  and  Court  are  merely  his  agents,  and 
the  remaining  proprietors,  bound  by  the  sense  of  the  majority,  can  make  no 
opposition.  Without  intending  the  slightest  imputation  to  the. directors,  they 
can  have  only  the  option  of  resignation  in  the  event  of  difference  of  opinion 
with  his  Lordship,  and  the  re-election  of  their  successors  must  depend  solely 
upon  his  decision.  In  this  manner  his  Lordship  has  acquired  the  immense 
tract  of  land  before  stated,  and  no  attempt  till  the  present  one  has  ever  been 
before  made  to  lake  advantage  of  the  supposed  territorial '  rights  under  this 
charter.  We  humbly  conceive,  therefore,  that  before  a  title  can  be  secured  by 
length  of  possession,  it  ought  to  be  made  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  His  Majesty's 
Government,  and  directions  given  to  the  Attorney-general  to  eject  his  Lordship 
from  the  occupancy  of  the  land  in  question,  at  the  suit  of  the  Crown,  to  whom 
it  can  alone  belong."  That  was  on  the  29th  of  May  1815?— I  am  not  sure  that 
I  aui  not  the  author  of  that  libel  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  it  is  either 
Mr.  McGillivray  or  myself.  I  have  written  many  things  as  violent  as  that 
against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  I  suppose  that  parties  who  are 
engaged  in  a  violent  contest  one  with  the  other,  write  a  great  many  things 
which  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  reduce  to  proof. 

.5993.  I  think  you  are  quite  right ;  it  is  signed  by  "  M'Tavish,  Fraser  &  Com- 
pany," and  "  Inghs,  Eilice  fc  Company"?— I  told  the  Committee  before  that  I 
had  taken  every  opinion  for  and  against  the  Company. 

5904.  Therefore  I  believe  that  when  you  were  connected  with  the  North- 
West  Company  you  denied,  in  common  with  other  members  of  that  association, 
the  leg-ality  of  the  sub-monopoly  granted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
Lord  Selkirk  ? — We  disputed  the  rights  of  Lord  Selkirk  connected  with  his 
grant  of  land.  I  do  not  know  thai;  there  was  any  sub -monopoly  given  to  him. 
Lord  Selkirk  warned  us  off  as  (loachers.  There  were  different  pniclamations 
made,  that  we  had  no  right  to  kill  an  animal  upon  his  land.  Rights  connected 
with  the  possession  of  land  in  Great  Britain  were  assumed  to  be  those  which 
Lord  Selkirk  could  enforce  at  the  time,  ami  we  were  at  actual  war  with  one 
another,  and  of  course  we  denied  every  right  which  they  had.  But  it  is  not 
because  we  have  denied  those  abuses  of  the  rights  of  property  that  we  may  not 
now  maintain  the  rights  of  possession  which  we  have  acquired. 

599,5.  You  have  since  asserted  them,  and  found  it  to  your  interest,  I  sup- 
pose, to  maintain  them  r  —It  is  not  a  question  of  interest  at  all ;  it  is  a  question 
of  law.  We  may  have  been  wrong  in  our  law  then,  and  we  may  be  right  in  our 
law  now. 

5996.  However,  you  took  counsel's  opinion  upon  the  point,  and  you  wrote,  I 
believe,  yourself  a  book  upon  the  subject? — I  did  so. 

5997.  I  have  not  it  with  me,  though  I  have  had  the  honour  of  reading  that 
book  in  former  years'/ — That  is  41  years  ago. 

5998.  .May  I  ask  whether  your  opinions  are  changed,  or  whether  they  remain 
the  same  with  respect  to  that  grant  to  Lord  Selkirk  as  they  were  at  the  time 
you  wrote  ? — They  remain  a  good  deal  the  same.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
at  that  time  gave  to  Lord  Selkirk  a  great  part  of  what  is  now  the  state  of 
Minnesota.  They  gave  Lofd  Selkirk  not  only  what  is  within  their  own  ter- 
ritories, but  a  great  deal  of  that  vvhich  is  within  the  American  territories,  and 
Lord  Selkirk's  representatives  are  at  this  moment  at  issue  with  the  United 
States  government,  claiming  compensation  for  that  which  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  over  granted.     If  the  Honourable  Member  means  to  ask  me  whether 

I  entertaui 
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I  entertain  all  the  opinions  which  I  asserted  as  e.r  parte  opinions  upon  one  side     The  Right  Hon; 
of  the  case  40  years  ago,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  bind  myself  to  them.  E-  Ellice,  m.t. 

5tj99.  I  will  put  a  question  based  upon  a  deduction  ;  do  you  not  consider  that  ———— 
supposing  the  Company  in  the  first  instance  made  an  illegal  grant  to  Lord  23  June  1857. 
Selkirk,  any  claim  to  compensation  would  fail  if  that  illegality  can  be  shown? — 
The  united  Company,  which  consisted  of  the  very  persons  who  objected  to  the 
-grant  to  Lord  Selkirk,  as  well  as  the  members  of  the  old  Company,  njust  have 
entertained  a  better  view  of  the  title  upon  re-examination,  since  they  re-purchased 
the  territory. 

6000.  But  that  might  involve  other  considerations.  I  think  you  stated  other 
considerations,  namely,  that  there  were  separate  interests  ;  that  it  interfered 
with  the  Company's  trade  ? — Yes,  but  we  should  not  have  received  a  legal  re- 
conveyance of  the  land  from  Lord  Selkirk,  which  we  have  done,  if  we  had  not 
supposed  that  there  had  been  some  title  to  it. 

6001.  Have  you  extinguished  the  Indian  title  to  the  land  of  this  settlement  .' 
— We  are  getting  into  a  question  about  Indian  title,  which  is  very  difficult 
altogether.  The  English  Government  never  extinguished  the  Indian  title  in 
Canada  when  they  took  possession  ;  the  Americans,  while  they  have  been 
extending  their  possessions,  have  extinguished  the  Indian  title,  but  in  Canada 
there  has  never  been  any  treaty  with  the  Indians  to  extinguish  the  title  ;  the 
Crown,  retaining  certain  reserves  for  the  Indians,  has  always  insisted  upon  the 
right  to  occupy  the  lands,  and  to  grant  the  lands. 

6002.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  the  compensation  made  by  Lord  Selkirk 
to  the  Indians  ? — No.  I  never  heard  that  he  made  any,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  he  would  have  made  none,  except  that  he  wanted  at  that  lime  to 
keep  the  Indians  at  peace  ;  he  may  have  given  them  some  wampum.  A  bottle 
of  rum  used  to  be  a  very  good  consideration  to  the  Indians  for  any  given  tract 
of  land  in  those  days. 

6003.  Are  you  aware  whether  the  rights  of  Lord  Selkirk  were  under  any 
treaty  ? — I  am  not  aware  of  that. 

6004.  There  has  been  some  objection  to  state  the  amount  of  stock  standing 
in  the  names  of  the  various  shareholders ;  I  asked  for  a  return  of  the  names 
of  the  shareholders,  and  the  amount  of  stock  which  they  held :  I  thought  that 
it  was  not  au  unusual  return  to  ask  for  ? — Very  unusual. 

6005.  The  return,  I  believe,  has  been  given  to  the  Colonial  Office  in  the  form 
of  names  embodied  in  a  pamphlet,  but  there  has  been  no  return  of  the  stock 
standing  individually  in  those  names? — I  should  think  the  House  of  Commons 
would  be  very  unwilling  to  inquire  into  the  private  affairs  of  individuals, 
excepting  upon  some  public  grounds.  1  have  never  been  aware  that  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons  has  undertaken  that.  The  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  is  like  any  other  trading  company.  Any  inquiry  which  is  necessary 
for  public  objects  the  House  of  Commons  I  suppose  would  authorise  ;  but  as  to 
going  into  the  private  affairs  of  individuals,  it  is  quite  unusual. 

6006.  I  believe  the  House  of  Commons  frequently  requires  a  list  of  share- 
holders, with  the  stock  standing  in  their  names? — Yes;  whenever  a  Company 
applies  to  Parliament  for  any  privilege,  or  for  any  capital,  it  is  so ;  but  it  is  not 
so  when  you  do  not  go  to  Parliament  for  anything,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany do  not  apply  to  Parliament  for  anything  that  I  know  of. 

6007.  I  think  that  the  object  of  this  Committee  is  in  consequence  of  an 
application  to  Parliament  to  assist  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  extend  the 
term  of  their  licence  ? — That  is  not  an  application  to  Parliament  at  all,  and 
I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  of  any  great  consequence  to  the  Company  whether 
the  licence  is  re-granted  to  them  or  not.  Some  of  their  traders  in  the  interior 
rather. think  that  the  licence  might  be  dispensed  with.  If  the  Crown  do  not 
think  it  of  importance  to  re-grant  the  licence  (and  the  Crown  ought  not  to 
re-grant  the  licence  unless  they  do  think  it  of  importance  to  the  good  govern- 
ment and  peace  of  the  country),  if  they  choose  to  refuse  it,  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  cannot  complain. 

6008.  Chairman.^  You  are  speaking  of  the  country  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
charter? — Yes;  we  ask  for  nothing  within  the  limits  of  the  charter.  The 
licence  is  granted  to  us  as  a  Company  beyond  the  limits  of  the  charter  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

6oog.  Mr.  Christy.~\  Then  you  think  it  an  improper  question  to  ask  for  the 
0.24— Sess.  2.  X  x  2  amount 
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The  Right  Hon.     amount  of  stock  standing  in  the   names  of  the  shareholders? — It  is   unusual; 
E.  KUice,  ^r,r.      I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  improper. 

■' ■      6010.   May  I    ask    you    upoti  what    authority  the  Company  hold   courts  of 

28  June  18,-7,     record  at  the  Red  River   Settlement? — Under   the   powers    granted  by  their 
charter. 

601 1.  I  see  in  the  letter  to  which  I  have  referred,  at  page  25  of  the  Parlia- 
mentary Papers  of  1842,  which  is  signed  by  Sir  John  Pelly,  tliat  at  that  time- 
when  the  Company  were  asking  Parliament  to  give  them  powers,  he  alludes 
particularly  in  that  letter  to  the  courts  of  record  under  the  Great  Seal  ? — Yes. 

6012  Subsequently  to  1838,  courts  were  established;  are  they  under  the 
Great  Seal,  or  under  what  authority  ? — They  are  under  the  seal  of  the  Company. 

6013.  Is  the  Great  Seal  the  seal  of  the  Company? — The  seal  of  the  Company. 
The  charter  is  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Crown,  from  which  they  derive  their 
authority. 

6014.  I  think  I  asked  you  before  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  Company  to 
send  criminal  cases  and  civil  cases  above  200/.  to  be  tried  in  the  Court  in 
Canada  ;  may  I  ask  you  again  whether  you  understand  the  reference  in  those 
grants -and  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  compel  the  Company  not  to  adjudicate 
on  such  causes,  but  to  send  them  to  Canada  under  a  penalty  of  5,000/.  ? — - 
Sending  them  to  Canada  depends,  1  believe  (I  have  not  looked  at  the  Act 
lately),  upon  the  requisition  of  the  authorities  in  this  country  so  to  send  them. 
There  is  nothing  imperative  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  requiring  the  Company 
to  send  for  adjudication  anything  within  their  own  territories.  I  take  all 
the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  relate  to  territories  beyond  their  own  boundaries. 
I  have  not  looked  at  the  Act  lately.  As  far  as  I  recollect,  those  are  the  terms 
of  the  Act. 

6015.  When  you  were  connected  with  the  North-West  Company,  you  were 
chiefly  instrumental,  I  believe,  in  obtaining  that  Act  of  the  43d  of  George  3d  ? 
—No. 

6016.  In  the  grant  of  the  renewal  of  the  charter  in  1838,  were  not  express 
stipulations  entered  into  with  reference  to  cases  of  this  nature  r  — There  never 
was  a  re-giant  of  the  charter  that  I  am  aware  of;  there  was  a  re-grant  of  the 
licence.  There  was  no  stipulation  entered  into  then  at  all.  The  same  con- 
ditions were  implied  which  were  implied  at  the  original  grant  of  the  licence, 
and  a  new  one  was  added  ;  the  right  of  establishing  colonies  within  the  Indian 
teriitories  over  which  the  licence  was  given. 

6017.  I  think  it  applies  to  both  licensed  and  chartered  territories  distinctly, 
as  I  understand  it,  and,  I  believe,  as  many  other  persons  understand  it  too ; 
but  I  understand  you  to  take  a  different  view,  namely,  that  it  only  applies  to 
iicensod  territories  ? — So  far  as  I  recollect  the  terms  of  the  Act,  excepting  simply 
the  provision  which  Mr.  Roebuck  read  to  me,  and  which  enabled  the  Govern- 
ment to  constitute  justices  within  t!ie  territory,  overriding  all  the  rights  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  all  the  other  provisions  of  that  Act  refer  to  the  terri- 
tories without  the  limits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

6018.  If  the  trade  was  thrown  open,  would  not  the  Company,  by  means  of 
their  forts  and  establishments  over  the  whole  of  the  hunting  districts,  together 
with  the  long  friendship  which  has  existed  between  them  and  the  Indians,  be 
enabled  to  retain  the  great  bulk  of  the  trade  against  any  probable  competition 
which  miiiht  arise? — I  have  no  doubt  that  whether  the  licence  is  granted  to 
them  or  not,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  can  prevent  any  other  trade  with  the 
Indians  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  if  you  were  to  destroy  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  their  servants  now  in  the  interior,  in  possession  of  the  trade,  and 
having  iutimdte  relations  with  the  interior,  would  carry  on  that  trade  against 
any  competition  from  Canada,  or  against  any  competition  from  elsewhere;  and 
even  if  it  was  necessary,  and  if  the  attempt  was  made  to  deprive  them  of  what 
are,  in  short,  their  sole  means  of  existence,  they  would  find  meaus,  either  by 
communication  with  America  or  somewhere  else,  to  carry  on  the  trade,  and 
exclude  every  other  party. 

6019.  Did  not  the  North-West  Company  practically  enjoy  a  monopoly  of  the 
fur  trade,  although  no  exclusive  rights  were  granted  them?— No;  the  original 
North-West  Company  soon  spht  into  two,  in  consequence  of  a  difference  about 
interests,  then  the  two  Companies  were  in  active  competition  against  each 
other,  as  well  as  in  competition  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  it  was 

very 
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very  uncertain  for  a  long  time  which  of  them  lost  most  money  ;  none  of  them     The  Right  Hon. 
gained  money.  ,  E.  JEllice,  m.p. 

6o'20.  Can  you  inform  us  of  the  money  value  sold  in  London  of  the  furs  im-  

ported  from  the  United  States?— I  cannot;  and  I  do  not  think  it  has  much      23 June  1857. 
reference  to  the  inquiry  before  this  Committee  :  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

602 1.  I  think  you  informed  the  Committee  that  the  trade  in  furs  in  the 
United  States  territory,  and  the  trade  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  territory,  was  very  nearly  extinguished  ? — It  is  very  nearly  extinguished  in 
the  States  by  the  advance  of  civilisation  and  settlement,  and  there  is  very  little 
valuable  trade  left  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  terri- 
tories ;  the  animals  are  extinguished  by  competition  between  the  traders  upon 
both  sides  of  the  line. 

6022.  By  competition,  and  by  the  advance  of  civihsation,  I  understand  that 
the  fur  trade  has  very  much  decreased ;  yet  at  the  same  time,  I  suppose  you  are 
aware  that  there  is  a  very  large  importation  sold  annually  in  London  from  these 
districts  of  which  we  have  been  speaking  .•' — There  is  a  certain  importation,  but 
nothing  in  proportion  to  the  importation  whicli  1  recollect  of  furs  from  America; 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  an  exportation  to  America  from  this  country  of  furs, 
which  are  imported  here  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

6023.  Slioidd  you  suppose  that  the  importation  from  the  United  States 
amounted  to  100,000/.  a  year  ? — I  have  known  it  amount  to  nearly  a  million  : 
that  consists  of  skins  of  various  descriptions  which  we  should  scarcely  call  furs. 
There  is  a  trade  in  furs  which  comes  even  now  from  South  America  :  the  skins 
of  a  few  animals  are  collected  in  various  places  all  over  that  vast  continent,  and 
I  dare  say  tliey  may  come  here,  to  the  extent  of  100,000  l. ;  no  doubt  of  it. 

6024.  I  assume  that  the  valueless  nature  of  the  trade  in  the  southern  district 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territories,  and  we  may  say  in  the  northern 
districts  of  the  United  States'  territories,  arises  from  competition,  and  from  a 
higher  price  being  given  originally  ?—  Not  at  all ;  it  arises  from  the  nature  of 
the  country,  which  is  not  a  fur-bearing  country;  that  part  of  the  country  is 
plain ;  there  are  buffaloes,  and  some  wolves  found  tliere,  always  attendant  upon 
herds  of  buffaloes,  but  there  are  no  very  valuable  animals  in  that  district ;  the 
trade  in  that  country  is  chiefly  of  value  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  the 
supply  of  meat,  which  they  obtain  by  kiUing  buffaloes,  and  by  trading  with  the 
Indians  in  buffaloes. 

6025.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Companv  have  posts  established  in  Canada,  I  think? 
—Yes. 

6026.  Is  it  not  the  case  that  the  furs  collected  at  those  posts  do  not  afford 
much  profit  to  the  Company  ;  I  think  you  stated  that  some  of  them  were  a  loss  ? 
— I  did  not  say  that  with  reference  to  the  posts  in  Canada.  I  said  it  of  the 
posts  established  upon  the  frontier  between  the  United  States  and  the  Red  River. 
I  believe  tiie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  v.ould  not  carry  on  the  posts  in  Canada 
unless  they  derived  some  profit  from  them  ;  people  are  not  apt  to  carry  on 
business  without  the  expectation  of  profit ;  the  furs  collected  in  the  posts  in 
Canada,  which  are  let  by  the  Government  of  Canada  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, are  very  valuable  ;  they  come  from  a  country  very  far  north. 

6027.  Would  you  see  any  objection  to  giving  the  tariff  price  which  was  paid 
to  the  Indians;  as  was  given  in  1749  to  the  House  of  Commons  ? — 1  see  this 
objection,  that  you  are  entering  unnecessarily  into  the  details  of  the  trade  ; 
those  details  when  published  may  encoui-age  other  people  to  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  the  Company.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any  advantage  to  be  gained 
to  the  public  by  that. 

6028.  Will  you  inform  the  Committee  whether  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
have  taken  any  step  to  prevent  any  portion  of  their  territories,  which  are  capable 
of  settlement,  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  any  foreign  state? — No  foreign 
state  is  likely  to  wish  to  have  possession  of  them  ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  they 
would  take  every  precaution  they  could  against  the  invasion  of  their  territories, 
and  they  would  take  that  most  reasonable  of  all  measures  in  such  a  contingency, 
they  would  make  a  representation  to  the  Government  of  this  country,  that  an 
English  territory  had  been  taken  possession  of  by  persons  having  no  claim  to  it. 

6029.  bo  you  think  that  there  is  any  apprehension  at  the  present  moment  of 
such  a  settlement  being  made  within  what  you  couaider  to  be  the  southern  ter- 
ritories of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — None  in  the  lifetime  of  the  youngest 
man  now  alive. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  X  X  3  6030.  Were 
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Tlie  Right  Hon.         6030.  Were  any  steps  taken  witli  regai'd  to  the  Oregon  district  at  the  time 

E.  ElHce,  M.p.       when  Dr.  McLaughlin  took  over  into  Oregon  people  who  were  said  to  be,  and 

~         ~~       who  were,  I  suppose,  at  that  time,   under  the  government   or  conirol  of  the 

23   une  1  57.      Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  who  were  handed  over  by  him  to  the  American 

Government ;  were  any  steps  taken  to  prevent  that  at  that  time  by  the  Hudson's 

Bay  Company  ? — I   have  already  told  you  that  Dr.  McLaughlin  was  rather  a 

singular  and  independent  man  ;  he  followed  hi?  own  course.     He  went  over  with 

some  of  his  people,  but  the   Hudson's  Bay  Company  did  not  think  it  for  their 

interest  to  dispute  with  him.     He  may  have  taken  some  of  the  people  over,  and 

established  himself  in  the  district  of  the  LTnited  States,  and  he  probably  has 

become  a  citizen  of  the  United  State-.     Surelv  the  Government  of  this  country, 

or  of  Hudson's  Bay,  could  not  prevent  that  if  he  was  so  inclined. 

6031.  But  I  think  that  at  the  time  when  people  were  so  taken,  they  supposed 
that  they  were  going  into  a  British  settlement  ? — Very  likely ;  then  Dr. 
McLaughlin  misled  them,  that  is  all. 

6032.  Mr,  Lowe]  We  have  heard  of  Governor  Douglas,  the  Governor  of 
Vancouver's  Island  ;  have  you  formed  anv  opinion  of  that  gentleman  ? — I  believe 
he  is  an  excellent  Gov  ernor  :  the  Colonial  Office  had  a  great  opinion  of  him  from 
all  that  I  have  heard. 

6033.  Supposing  that  we  should  found  a  colony  on  the  Red  River  Settlement, 
can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  steps  which  would  be  required  to  be  taken  in 
order  to  do  it,  and  the  expense  which  would  be  incurred  r — You  must  pass  some 
Act  of  Parliament  to  constitute  a  Government  there.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be 
safe  to  have  recourse  to  the  power  of  the  Crown,  which  every  now  and  then  is 
relied  upon  in  founding  these  colonies.  Then  you  must  appoint  a  Governor  and 
Judges,  and  you  must  appoint  other  officers  of  that  Government.  It  would  be 
rather  an  expensive  affair,  and  I  do  not  see  from  what  possible  source  you  could 
derive  one  shilling  of  revenue  towards  the  expenses. 

()034.  Should  we  require  a  military  force  there  ? — There  has  been  a  military 
force  once  or  twice  sent  there  at  the  desire  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and 
latterly  they  have  applied  to  the  Governruent  again.  They  were  threatened 
with  the  invasion  from  Canada  of  some  gentlemen  coming  in  to  look  after 
the  fur  trade.  They  thought  that  that  migltt  excite  some  disturbance  among 
the  half  breeds,  and  that  it  might  extend  easily  across  the  line.  There  was 
further  danger  from  dis[(utes  and  threatened  hostilities  between  the  Americans 
and  Indians.  It  w^ould  not  be  very  advisable  to  leave  that  part  of  Her  ?vJajesty's 
domiruons  without  protection  under  such  circumstana.es.  1  hey  have  therefore 
lately  applied  to  the  Government  to  send  out  some  troops,  which  the  Government 
pay,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  feed. 

6035.  Would  the  colony  require  more  or  i'ewer  troops  than  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  it  would  necessarily  require  more  ; 
the  instant  that  you  establish  the  Queen's  government  anywhere,  you  have  the 
American  government  estabhshed  opposite.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  a  very 
advisable  experiment. 

6036.  You  would  have  to  place  the  settlers  upon  land  ? — Yes,  and  to  maintain 
them  until  they  could  maintain  themselves. 

().i37.  Is  there  abundance  of  land  sufficient  to  entice  settlers  ? — I  believe  not. 
From  all  I  have  i)eard  upon  the  subject,  the  alluvial'soil  collected  upon  the  banks 
of  the  rivers  is  very  good  and  very  fit  for  cultivation  ;  the  moment  you  get  upon 
the  prairie  it  becomes  marshy  and  very  bad. 

6038.  Would  von  not  require  a  road?  — Certainly  you  would  require  commu- 
nication with  some  other  dependency  of  the  Crown. 

6039.  You  were  asked  what  colonised  Minnesota  ;  was  not  it  the  Mississippi 
River  ? — It  was  the  Mississippi  River  and  the  gradual  extension  of  settlements 
up  the  Mississippi  River. 

6040.  The  Mississippi  River  does  not  extend  near  the  Hudson's  Bay  Terri- 
tory ■' — If  it  did,  the  Hudson's  Bav  Territories  would  very  soon  become  American. 

6041.  When  we  have  taken  all  these  steps,  can  you  mention  any  inducement 
which  would  make  settlers  go  there  .' — I  know  of  none  while  settlers  can  establish 
themselves  on  lands  in  America  under  very  much  more  favourable  circumstances  ; 
van  this  very  country  of  Minnesota  in  Upper  Canada,  and  in  parts  of  Lower 
Canada,  the  country  within  the  ken  of  good  institutions  is  not  one-tenth  part 
peopled  yet,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  settle  wild  countries,  even  in  the  best 
situations,  without  the  advance  of  great  capital. 

6042.  And 
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6042.  And  you  do  not  see,  I  take  it,  any  means  of  raising  a  revenue? —  The  Right  Hon. 
None.  ^-  Ellice,  m.p. 

6043.  "^  ou  do  not  see  any  means  of  exporting  produce? — It  is  impossible  to       

export  from  the  Red  River  unless  a  railroad  comes  from  the  south.     If  a  rail-  23  June  1857. 
road  come  from  Minnesota  that  would  carry  any  produce  from  the  Red  Hiver, 

but  it  is  a  dreadful  navigation  to  Hudson's  Bay,  the  only  other  means  of  export ; 
and  even  if  they  got  it  to  the  shores  of  the. bay,  the  season  is  so  uncertain,  that 
very  often  the  ship  would  leave  the  produce  behind. 

6044.  Would  not  the  trade  of  such  a  colony  necessarily  pass  through  the 
United  States,  whatever  it  was?  — I  think  it  must.  I  think  a  great  number  of 
attempts  have  been  made  in  America  to  determine  routes  for  political  reasons, 
but  they  all  end  in  the  natural  communication  being  followed. 

6045-6.  Supposing  we  have  got  over  all  these  difficulties,  and  formed  the 
colony,  what  would  be  the  fate  of  that  colony  in  case  of  a  war  breaking  out 
between  this  country  and  the  United  States  ? — You  could  send  no  succour 
there  ;  you  could  not  maintain  your  troops.  You  have  no  means  of  maintaining 
a  garrison,  imless  precautions  are  taken  beforehand  to  import  provisions  through 
Hudson's  Bay,  or  to  obtain  provisions  in  the  interior.  If  there  was  any  war 
between  England  and  the  United  States,  the  country  would  be  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  upon  the  frontier,  paid  or  bribed  by  either 
party  to  commit  excesses  one  against  the  other. 

6047.  Mr.  J.  H.  Gurney.]  With  reference  to  the  stock,  is  any  considerable 
portion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  stock  held  in  Canada  r  —  I  think  not. 
I  think  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  stock  held  in  Canada,  which  was  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  whole  stock,  was  sold,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of 
the  parties  in  Canada  who  had  been  ruined  by  the  trade.  I  saw  a  statement  the 
other  day  that  three-fourths,  or  certainly  two-thirds,  of  the  stock  is  now  held  by 
different  people  from  those  to  whom  it  was  apportioned  in  the  division  in  1821 
or  1822. 

6048.  Mr.  Grogan.]  You  have  stated  that  some  troops  are  going  out  to  the 
Red  River  Settlement  at  present? — Yes. 

6049.  For  the  purpose  of  the  preservation  of  peace,  I  presume  ? — Yes  ;  to 
prevent  any  alarm  about  the  half  breeds ;  there  have  been  disturbances  in  the 
adjoining  territory  between  the  Americans  and  the  Indians  ;  there  have  been 
such  disturbances  in  Minnesota;  the  country  has  been  threatened  with  war 
there  lately,  and  we  were  alarmed  that  it  might  extend;  the  Indians,  when  once 
engaged,  get  to  war  with  one  another,  and  they  are  not  over  scrupulous  as  to 
whom  they  attack,  and  it  was  supposed  to  be  better  to  be  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
tion against  any  contingency. 

6050.  Chairman.]  I  believe  troops  have  been  stationed  there  before.? — Troops 
have  been  stationed  there  for  the  very  same  reason  before;  the  country  became 
quiet,  and  tlie  troops  were  withdrawn ;  apprehensions  were  entertained  in  con- 
sequence of  this  Indian  warfare  going  on  in  the  neighbouring  state,  and  an  ap- 
plication was  made  a^ain  for  troops. 

60.51.  Mr.  Grogan.]  When  the  Queen's  troops  were  stationed  there  in  the 
first  instance,  were  not  they  sent  there  for  the  purpose  of  in  some  degree  allay- 
ing the  disturbance  or  excitement  which  prevailed  in  the  colony  in  consequence 
of  the  half  breeds  entering  into  the  trade  in  furs? — No,  I  think  not  especially 
for  that;  whenever  any  excitement  takes  place  immediately  upon  that  frontier 
it  extends  beyond  it ;  some  gentlemen  are  going  in  from  Canada  now,  I  believe, 
to  endeavour  to  re-open  the  trade  in  furs  ;  tbe  first  means  which  they  will  have 
recourse  to  in  order  to  promote  that  trade  will  be  to  get  some  of  those  half 
breeds  with  them  ;  the  half  breeds  will  again  enlist  some  of  the  Indians ;  that 
may  lead  to  disturbances  upon  the  i'rontier  which  it  is  very  desirable  to  have 
security  against. 

6052.  Was  it  to  guard  against  any  apprehension  of  that  sort  that  this 
provision  of  the  troops  was  made  ? — Not  on  that  account  only,  but  from  the 
danger  which  there  always  is  on  that  frontier  from  any  state  of  disturbance, 
from  whatever  reason,  among  the  Indians. 

6053.  But  apprehension  in  respect  of  Canadian  traders  was  one  of  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  application  for  troops  ? — It  was  to  guard  against  that 
contingency  which  I  state. 

6o,',4.  I  believe  you  have  heard  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  agitation  among 

the  Canadian  people  now,  with  regard  to  their  right  to  enter  into  the  fur  trade  ? 
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Tlic  Right  Hon.  — I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  very  great  agitation  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian 
E.  Edice,  ii.T.      people;   the  Canadian    pubhc  naturally  take  an  interest  in  this  inquiry,   and 

there  are  of  course  parties  seeking  to  profit  by  the  abolition  of  the  Company,  if 
23  June  1857.     tjj^j-  should  be  the  issue  of  it.     There  is,  also,  some  idea  that  the  legal  claims  of 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  not  been  fully  established  before  any  of  our 

courts  here;   and  there  is  a  general  notion  that  a  full  inquiry  should  take  place 

before  any  renewal  of  the  hcence. 

6055.  Is  it  within  your  knowledg'e  that  there  have  been  meetings  of  the 
Canadians,  with  regard  to  getting  up  companies  among  themselves,  or  individual 
traders,  to  prosecute  the  fur  trade  in  the  country  ? — ■!  have  not  the  least  doubt 
that  at  the  bottom  of  the  agitation  in  Canada  is  the  expectation  of  certain  people 
in  Canada,  that  they  may  participate  in  the  fur  trade  in  the  north-west  country. 
But  then  I  should  think  that  the  public  in  (Canada  and  the  Government  in 
Canada  would  be  the  last  persons  to  encourage  that  expectation ;  it  would 
only  involve  the  country  in  distraction,  and  could  benefit  nobody.  It  might 
create  a  disturbance  which  would  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  the  country. 
1  am  sure  the  Government  of  Canada  cannot  desire  that. 

6056.  Cari  you  see  any  objection  to  these  parties  embarking  in  the  fur  trade 
greater  now  than  existed  while  you  yourself  were  an  authorised  party  with  regard 
to  the  North-West  Company  ? — Certainly  not ;  but  the  difficulty  was  so  great 
then  that  we  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  extreme  measure  of  converting 
the  whole  concern  into  a  monopoly  to  prevent  the  very  grievous  consequences 
which  flowed  from  the  competition  of  the  trade. 

6057.  Did  not  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  at  the  time  I  am  referring  to, 
previous  to  the  junction  of  the  two  Companies,  claim  as  unlimited  and  extended 
a  jurisdiction  over  Rupert's  Land  as  they  do  now? — Yes,  just  the  same. 

60.58.  But  you,  as  the  opponent  party,  did  not  think  that  they  were  entitled 
to  it  ? — We  stated  the  best  case  we  could  against  them  ;  we  were  in  the  character 
of  plaintiffs  and  defendants. 

6059.  Ill  the  1  arliamentary  Papers  printed  in  1849,  there  is  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament for  confirming  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Hudson's  Bay  all  pri- 
vileges of  trade.  It  was  passed  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  William  and 
Mary,  in  1690,  and  there  is  a  special  provision  at  the  end  of  it,  that  the  Act  is 
only  to  be  in  force  for  seven  years  ;  can  you  give  any  explanation  how,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  seven  years,  the  company  still  continued  to  possess  those 
privileges? — No.  I  suppose  that  there  was  some  disturbance  created,  either  by 
the  French  or  by  other  parties  at  the  time,  which  made  it  supposed  to  be  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  some  Parliamentary  sanction  given  to  the  charter. 
The  Act  confirms  everything  in  the  charter  for  the  seven  years,  but  saves  all 
the  rights  as  they  then  existed. 

6060-  "  Provided  always,  that  this  Act  shall  continue  and  be  in  force  for  the 
term  of  seven  years,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  Session  of  Par- 
liament, and  no  longer  "  ? — Yes. 

6061.  That  is  a  very  curious  pi'ovision  to  confer  powers  on  a  Company  which- 
are  now  supposed  to  continue  ? — But  subsequently  to  that  Act  of  King  William, 
in  every  treaty  and  in  every  Act  of  Parliament  which  has  been  passed  relative 
to  that  part  of  Americii,  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
have  always  been  saved  by  the  Crown  and  by  Parliament.  Therefore  it  could 
not  be  supposed  that  they  did  not  exist. 

6062.  Is  it  your  opinion,  then,  that  the  subsequent  legislation  or  subsequent 
grants  to  the  Company  have  given  them  a  right  to  this  territory,  which  vmder 
this  Act  they  did  not  possess  r — It  does  not  say  that  they  did  not  possess  the 
rights  under  that  Act ;  that  Act  only  confirms  them. 

6063.  That  Act  confijms  them  for  a  period  of  seven  years  only  ? — For  a 
limited  period  ;  but  it  does  not  challenge  them  in  any  way. 

6064.  I  understand  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  claim  the  extended 
jurisdiction  over  Rupert's  Land  under  their  charter?— Yes. 

6005.  What  was  the  reason  therefore^  if  that  charter  was  good,  that  they 
found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  Parliament  ?— I  really  cannqt  tell ;  it  is  a  great 
many  years  ago.  But  in  all  the  subsequent  treaties,  and  in  all  the  subsequent 
Acts  of  Parliament  Avhich  are  passed  relating  to  North  America,  you  have  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  saved  by  Parliament  and 
by  the  Crown.  There  must  have  been  some  rights  and  privileges  to  be  saved, 
or  they  would  not  have  been  so  saved. 

6066.  I  do 
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6066.  I  do  not  see  any  saving  clause  in  this  Act ;  it  conveys  the  powers     The  Right.  Hoii. 
absolutely,  with  the  limit  that  they  shall  not  extend  beyond  seven  years? —      E.  EUke,M.v. 
That  Act  was  passed  in  1690.    In  17O8  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed,  in       ~~ — = 
the  6th  of  Anne,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  her      ^3  June  1857. 
Majesty's  subjects  to  trade  to  any  part   of  America  where  they  might   not 
otherwise  lawfully  have  traded  before  the  passing  of  the  Act.     On  the  petition 
of  the  Company,  supported  before  a  Select  Committee  by  counsel,  a  clause  was 
added,  providing  that   nothing  in   the  Act   should   extend   to  take   away  or 
prejudice  any  of  the  estates,  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
Now  that  Act  was  passed  in  1708,  immediately  following  1690.     Then,  in  1744, 
there  are  two  Acts;  then  you  come  to  1803,  when  there  is  an  Act;  in  1818 
there  is  an  Act ;  and  so  you  have  gone  on  in  all  these  Acts  saving  the  rights  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

6067.  Are  you  aware  that  this  Act  was  passed  on  a  petition  from  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  themselves,  in  order  to  exclude  other  people  from  the  territories 
in  question  ? — No ;  I  am  not  aware  at  all  of  what  the  particular  reasons  were ; 
but  I  beheve  there  were  some  difficulties  about  seizures  which  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  had  made  at  the  time,  and  which  is  a  very  difficult  question. 

6068.  There  was  such  a  petition  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ? — ^You 
will  find  that  the  prayer  of  that  petition  was  granted  by  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament. 

6069.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  for  "  confirming  their  privileges,  and 
the  better  securing  the  said  trade  "  ? — All  lawyers  know  that  although  a  grant 
to  trade  may  be  very  good,  the  difficulty  is  to  enforce  it. 

6070.  Mr.  Christy.']  In  the  event  of  a  colony  being  established,  which  was 
independent  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  southern  part  of  their  ter- 
ritories, and  another  in  the  western  part  of  their  territories,  and  the  Company 
being  left  in  possession  of  the  northern  part,  would  you  not  consider  that  if  a 
Commissioner  was  appointed  under  th'e  Crown,  to  whom  all  grievances  might 
be  addressed,  it  would  be  a  very  proper  provision  under  such  powers  granted  to 
the  Company  ? — The  Cr<5wn  has  now  the  power,  under  the  Act  establishing 
the  right  to  grant  the  licence,  to  establish  magistrates  in  any  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory it  pleases  for  the  administration  of  justice,  and  for  the  protection  of  all 
Her  Majesty's  subjects  ;  no  new  power  is  required. 

6071.  I  ask  you  whether  it  would  be  a  very  proper  provision,  provided  the 
Company  had  the  possession  which  I  have  suggested  ? — The  provision  exists 
in  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Alexander  Isbister,  called  in  ;  and  further  Examined. 

6072.  Mr.  Christ?/.']  THE  Committee  are  bringing  their  examination  to  a     Mr.  A.  Isbister^. 

close,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  condense  the  questions  and  answers  as  much       

as  is  practicable  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Committee,  who  have  a  very 

short  time  to  sit ;  I  propose  to  ask  you  some  questions  in  reference  to  the 
resources  and  capabilities  of  the  territories  with  which  you  are  acquainted, 
and  upon  which  you  have  derived  a  great  deal  of  information  ;  I  understand 
that  you  are  desirous  to  communicate  information  relative  to  the  resources  and 
capabilities  of  the  territory  ?— I  shall  be  happy  to  do  so. 

6073.  What  opportunities  have  you  had  of  acquiring  information  upon  this 
subject  ? — I  have  travelled  through  the  whole  country  from  the  frontiers  of  the 
United  States  to  the  Arctic  Ocean  in  one  direction,  and  from  Russian  America 
to  Hudson's  Bay  in  the  other. 

6074.  Will  you  confine  yourself  as  much  as  possible  to  the  information  which 
you  have  not  already  stated  ;  have  you  published  anything  of  a  scientific  cha- 
racter upon  the  minerals  and  products  of  the  country  ? — I  have  written  a  geo- 
logical account  of  that  country,  which  has  been  published,  with  a  coloured 
geological  map,  in  the  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Geological  Society  for  1856,  and 
a  geographical  memoir  and  survey  of  the  country  west  of  Mackenzie's  River, 
which  has  been  printed  in  the  Journal  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society.  I  have 
likewise  contributed  several  papers  on  the  same  or  collateral  subjects  to  the 
British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

6075.  Is  that  map  which  we  have  had  exposed  in  the  Committee,  a  copy  of 
one  which  you  laid  before  the  Geological  Society  in  1855  ? — Yes  ;  so  far  as  the 
geological  part  of  it  is  concerned. 
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Mr.  A.  Mister.  6076.  Do  you  think  that  there  are  any  other  sources  of  trade  than  that  in 
furs,  which  might  be  opened  up  with  that  country  ?  —  Unquestionably  there  are  ; 

23  June  1857.  the  charter  expressly  states  that  the  objects  for  which  it  is  granted  are  "  the 
founding  a  trade  in  furs,  minerals,  and  other  considerable  commodities ;" 
amongst  those  commodities  are  expressly  mentioned  the  whale  fishing  and  the 
fishing  of  sturgeon  and  other  fish. 

6077.  What  information  are  you  able  to  give  with  regard  to  the  fisheries? — 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  a  very  valuable  fishery  off  the  mouth  of  Mackenzie's 
River,  which  has  recently  been  opened  up  by  the  United  States ;  there  is  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  navy  to  the  Senate  upon  this 
fishery,  to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  the  last  address  of  Admiral  Beechey 
to  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  ;  I  will  make  a  reference  to  it  to  prove  the 
value  of  the  fishery. 

6078.  To  what  page  do  you  refer? — Page  154.  Speaking  with  reference  to 
the  Arctic  expeditions  which  had  been  sent  in  search  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  he 
says :  "  I  need  hardly  remind  you  of  the  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
United  States  navy  to  the  Senate,  to  tae  effect  that  in  consequence  of  informa- 
tion derived  from  one  of  our  Arctic  expeditions  to  Behring  Strait,  a  trade  had 
sprung  up  in  America  by  the  capture  of  whales  to  the  north  of  that  strait  of 
more  value  to  the  States  than  all  their  commerce  with  what  is  called  the  East, 
and  that  in  two  years  there  had  been  added  to  the  national  wealth  of  America, 
from  this  source  alone,  more  than  8,000,000  of  dollars." 

6079.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  access  to  Mackenzie's  River? — I  think  that 
the  United  States  have  opened  up  this  access  to  us,  and  pointed  the  way  to  it. 
Behring's  Straits  are,  as  everv  one  knows,  passable  for  ships  of  any  burthen ;  and 
the  sea  oflf  Mackenzie's  River  is  open  for  a  great  portion  of  the  year ;  some 
theorists  maintain  that  it  is  open  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  Those  who  are 
familiar  with  the  Arctic  works  recently  pubUshed  have  heard  something  pro- 
bably of  the  "  Polynia  "  of  the  Russians,  and  this  is  the  position  in  which  it  is 
supposed  that  this  Polynia  is.  We  know  that  the  sea  is  open  along  the  Siberian 
coast ;  Baron  Wrangel  has  proved  it ;  he  could  not  get  on  for  the  open  water. 
The  fisheries  of  Mackenzie's  River  itself  are  not  at  present  very  valuable,  but 
they  could  of  course  be  developed  in  connexion  with  the  sea  fisheries  ;  there 
is,  for  instance,  a  very  valuable  salmon  fishery  there,  and  herrings  are  in  the 
greatest  abundance.  As  for  the  fisheries  in  the  lakes  and  rivers,  they  may 
perhaps  not  be  immediately  available,  but  all  those  lakes  are  stored  with  very 
fine  fish,  and  as  salt  is  abundant,  they  may  be  mentioned  among  the  resources 
which  are  available,  or  may  be  rendered  available  by-and-by.  In  Hudson's  Bay 
itself  there  are  also  very  good  facilities  for  the  whale  and  seal  fishery.  It  was 
stated  the  other  day,  I  think,  by  one  of  the  commanders  of  the  Company's 
ships,  that  he  had  seen  no  whales.  I  happen  to  have  a  book  here  containing 
an  official  Report  laid  before  Parliament  of  the  imports  from  Hudson's  Bay  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  10  years,  from  1738  to  1"48. 

6080.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.]  Of  what  date  is  that  book? — The  book  itself  is 
dated  some  time  towards  the  end  of  the  last  century.  It  contains  an  extract 
from  the  Report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  1/49,  in  which  it  is  stated 
that  the  Company  imported  in  the  year  17-47  as  many  as  1,314  whale  nns, 
which  of  course  represented  more  than  600  whales. 

6081.  Did  they  come  from  Hudson's  Bay? — It  is  so  stated  here;  there  is 
also  a  considerable  quantity  of  oil  given  in  the  Return  as  an  ordinary  article  of 
import. 

608^.  Does  it  say  whether  they  were  black  or  white  whales  ?— It  does  not 
say.  I  understand  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  at  that  time,  kept  oil  fac- 
tories at  Deptford.  I  speak,  of  course,  under  the  correction  of  the  Honourable 
Member.  There  is  plenty  of  salmon  also  in  the  Hudson's  Straits.  In  Ungava 
Bay  there  is  a  very  productive  fishery,  and  all  along  that  Labrador  coast,  cod, 
salmon,  herring,  caplin,  and  other  fish  are  abundant. 

6083.  From  what  information  do  you  derive  these  statements  ■ — I  have  given 
the  information. 

60S4.  Out  of  a  book  ? — A  book  of  a  character  which  is  quite  unimpeachable. 

6085.  What  is  it  ? — The  address  of  Admiral  Beechey. 

6086.  Do  you  know  upon  what  authority  Admiral  Beechey  has  made  these 
statements  in  the  address  to  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  ? — He  makes  the 

statement 
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statement  upon  the  authority  of  a  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  United  States    Mr.  A.  Jsbister. 

navy  to  the  Senate.  '  

€087.  Then  it  is  upon  the  evidence  of  an  American  citizen  that  these  state-      ''S  Jwe  1857. 
ments  are  made  ?— Yes. 

6088.  Chav^man.]  Are  there  any  other  points  with  reference  to  the  resources 
of  the  territory  of  Ihe  Hudson's  i^ay  Company  to  which  you  are  desirous  of 
calhng  the  attention  of  the  Committee  ? — I  will  divide  the  resources  of  those 
territories  into  three  heads,  the  fisheries,  the  animal  and  vegetable  products 
useful  in  commerce,  and  the  minerals,  and  I  will  state  to  you  the  facts  under 
each  head,  if  you  will  allow  me.  The  fisheries  I  have  already  touched  upon. 
"With  reference  to  the  animal  products,  every  one  is  aware  that  there  are  great 
numbers  of  buffaloes,  red  deer,  and  wild  horses  covering  the  plains  to  the  west, 
and  from  those  an  import  trade  in  tallow  and  hides  could  be  raised,  just  as  we 
have  it  from  Russia.  With  reference  to  the  vegetable  products,  I  think  that 
whatever  grows  in  Russia  may  be  grown,  with  benefit  in  Hudson's  Bay. 

6o8g.  What  do  you  mean  by  Russia  ■ — All  our  raw  produce  which  we  re- 
ceive from  Russia,  such  as  flax,  hemp,  and  corn,  could  be  raised  with  profit  and 
advantage  in  portions  of  the  territory  around  Hudson's  Bay. 

6090.  Russia  contains  every  variety  of  climate,  from  the  Crimea  to  Arch- 
angel ? — I  allude  to  the  northern  part  of  Russia.  Sarsaparilla  grows  wild  over 
the  Hudson's  Bay  country,  and  of  a  superior  quality.  We  import  180,000  lbs. 
of  it  a  year  from  Russia,  the  Honduras,  and  other  parts.  Why  should  we  not 
take  some  of  it  from  Hudson's  Bay  ?  40,000  gallons  of  cranberries  are  annually 
imported  from  Russia  ;  they  grow  all  round  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay.  There 
is  also  a  plant  \\hich  is  a  very  interesting  one,  although  its  history  may  be 
probably  not  of  very  great  importance  just  now  :  that  is  the  Labrador  tea  plant. 
It  was  formerly  imported  to  this  countiy  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  under 
the  name  of  Weesuckapuka  ;  that  is  the  Indian  name.  It  is  a  tradition  that 
the  East  India  Company  interfered  with  its  importation  ;  that  the  Chinese  took 
such  a  great  liking  to  it  that  they  were  somewhat  jealous  of  it.  It  is  only  a 
tradition,  but  the  fact  is  rather  extraordinary,  that  at  that  time  to  which  this 
Parliamentary  Report  refers,  when  the  imports  of  the  Company  were  so  small, 
they  should  have  imported  eight  hogsheads  of  this  article  into  this  country  in 
one  year,  and  sold  it  in  the  London  market.  The  import  was  suddenly  discon- 
tinued ;  from  what  cause  nobody  knows.  With  reference  to  the  minerdls,  I 
shall  preface  what  I  have  to  say  with  the  quotation  of  a  sentence  from  Sir  John 
Richardson.  He  says,  speaking  of  these  minerals,  "  It  would  be  true  economy 
in  the  Imperial  Government,  or  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  are  the 
virtual  sovereigns  of  the  vast  territory  which  spreads  northward  from  Lake 
Superior,  to  ascertain  without  delay  the  mineral  treasures  it  contains.  I  have 
little  doubt  of  many  of  the  accessible  districts  abounding  in  metallic  wealth  of 
far  greater  value  than  all  the  returns  which  the  fur  trade  can  ever  yield."  The 
minerals  have  been  already  alluded  to  in  a  general  way  by  Professor  Tennant. 
The  extract  which  I  have  read  is  from  Sir  John  Richardson's  last  book,  which 
I  have  here.  I  am  not  speaking  merely  of  ores  of  which  Mr.  Tennant  has  given 
a  description ;  but  in  the  Mackenzie's  River  district  there  are  many  valuable 
minerals  which  he  has  not  referred  to.  There  are  immense  quantities  of  salt 
in  a  very  pure  state  near  Great  Slave  Lake,  and  a  great  abundance  of  mineral 
tar,  which  is  useful,  and  is  employed  as  tar,  in  fact,  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  for  their  boats  and  river  craft.  The  whole  of  the  Mackenzie's  River 
valley  is,  in  fact,  a  mass  of  minerals,  the  banks  of  the  river  being  composed  of 
deep  beds  of  bituminous  shale  associated  with  alum  and  beds  of  iron  clay. 
The  soil  is  actually  plastic  in  parts  with  the  transfusion  of  mineral  tar  ;  I  have 
myself  often  driven  a  pole  into  one  of  the  natural  pits  in  which  it  occurs  ten 
feet  deep  without  finding  any  bottom.  The  river  itself  is  of  great  depth  ;  it 
would  admit  vessels  of  the  largest  class  ;  there  is  not  a  single  interruption  in  it 
from  the  Arctic  Ocean  down  to  the  Great  Slave  Lake. 

bog  I .  Is  there  anything  more  which  you  wish  to  state  upon  that  point  ? — 
There  is  abundance  of  iron  ore  along  that  country,  and  there  are  many  other 
minerals  besides. 

6092.  Mr.  Charles  Fitzwilliam.]  Do  you  know  of  any  other  pass  over  the 
Rocky  Mountains  besides  that  which  is  followed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
in  their  expresses  ? — There  are  three  passes ;  one  through  the  Peace  River, 
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which  actually  flows  right  through  the  mountains ;  there  is  one  from  the 
northern  branch  of  the  Saskatchawau,  and  one  near  the  southern  branch, 
which  is  the  pass  that  was  followed  by  Sir  George  Simpson  when  he  went 
over. 

6093.  Could  wheel  carriages  cross  that  southern  pass  ? — They  did  so.  There 
were  a  number  of  emigrants,  amounting  to  about  200,  who  left  Red  River  the 
very  spring  that  I  left  it  myself  to  come  to  England ;  they  went  across  the 
country  from  Red  River  with  their  cattle  and  carts,  and  went  righ  t  down  to 
Fort  Vancouver  with  all  their  property. 

6094.  Mr.  /.  H  Gurney.~\  Did  they  keep  on  British  territory  all  the  way  ? — 
I  cannot  speak  positively  on  that  point;  I  do  not  think  that  they  themselves 
knew,  or  could  know.  There  is  just  one  other  point  which  I  would  mention. 
I  am  anxious  to  lay  before  the  Committee  a  petition  which  I  have  recently 
received  from  the  Red  River  settlers,  signed  by  some  hundred  names,  which  will 
be  found  appended  to  it. 

6095.  Chairman.]  Is  that  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  ? — It  is  a 
petition  addressed  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  Canada,  and  sent  here  to  me 
by  a  Member  of  that  Assembly. 

6096.  Mr.  Edward  Ellice.'}  Is  that  the  same  petition  which  was  put  in  by 
Mr.  Roche  ? — I  did  not  see  that  petition. 

6097.  When  you  say  that  it  has  been  sent  to  you,  by  whom  has  it  been  sent 
to  you? — By  Mr.  Macbeth,  who  presented  the  petition  to  the  Legislative 
Assembly,  and  who  is  himself  a  native  of  the  Red  River  Settlement- 

6098.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  hand  it  in  ? — [Z%e  Wilness  delivered  in 
the  same.) 
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To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  a  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  most  Honourable        Appendix,  No. 

Privy  Council.  • 

May  it  please  your  Lordships, 
In  humble  obedience  to  your  Lordsliips'  Order  in  Council  of  the  4th  of  February  last, 
representing  that,  by  an  Order  in  Council,  bearing  date  the  26th  day  of  January  last,  there 
was  referred  to  your  Lordships  the  humble  petition  of  Arthur  Dobbs,  esq.,  and  the  rest  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  subscribers  for  finding  out  a  passage  to  the  Western  and 
Southern  Ocean  of  America,  for  themselves  and  the  other  adventurers;  and  that  your 
Lordships,  having  taken  the  said  petition  into  consideration,  were  pleased  to  refer  the  same 
to  us,  to  consider  thereof,  and  report  our  opinion  thereupon  to  your  Lordships. 

Which  petition  sets  forth,  that  the  petitioners,  in  the  year  1746,  did,  at  their  own  costs 
and  charges,  fit  out  two  ships  upon  an  expedition  in  search  of  the  north-west  passage  to 
the  Western  and  Southern  Ocean  of  America,  in  order  to  extend  the  trade,  and  increase 
the  wealth  and  power  of  Great  Britain,  by  finding  out  new  countries  and  nations  to  trade 
with,  as  well  in  the  great  north-western  continent  of  America,  beyond  Hudson's  Bay,  as  in 
countries  stiU  farther  distant,  and  hitherto  unknown  to  the  Europeans ;  and  also  to  many 
large  and  populous  islands  in  that  great  Western  Ocean. 

That  the  petitioners,  by  means  of  the  said  expedition,  have  made  several  discoveries  of 
bays,  inlets,  and  coasts,  before  unknown,  and  have  a  reasonable  prospect  of  finding  a  passage 
to  the  Southern  Ocean,  by  sea,  although  the  discovery  may  not  be  perfected  without 
repeated  trials,  upon  account  of  the  difficulties  and  danger  of  searching  diflferent  vmknown 
inlets  and  straits,  and  sailing  through  new  seas,  and  of  procuring  men  of  resolution, 
capacity,  and  integrity,  to  pursue  it  effectually. 

That  the  petitioners  find  that  the  reward  of  20,000 1.,  given  by  Parliament,  is  not  adequate 
to  the  expense  the  adventurers  must  be  at  to  perfect  the  discovery,  they  having  already 
expended  above  half  that  sum  in  their  late  expedition. 

That  the  petitioners  find  that,  upon  a  former  attempt,  his  Majesty's  predecessor  King 
Charles  the  Second,  as  a  suitable  encouragement,  granted  a  Royal  Charter  to  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  making  them  a  body 
corporate  for  ever,  upon  their  petition,  setting  forth  that  they  had,  at  their  own  proper 
costs  and  charges,  made  an  expedition  to  discover  a  new  passage  into  the  South  Sea,  and  for 
finding  some  trade  of  furs,  mines,  and  other  commodities ;  and  gave  them  the  sole  property 
of  all  the  lands  they  should  discover,  together  with  an  exclusive  trade  to  all  the  countries 
within  Hudson's  Straits,  not  in  possession  of  any  of  his  subjects,  or  of  any  other  Christian 
power,  with  the  royalties  of  mines,  minerals,  gems  and  royal  fish,  to  enable  them  to  find  out 
the  passage,  extend  the  trade,  and  to  plant  the  countries  they  should  discover,  paying  two 
elks  and  two  black  beavers,  whenever  and  as  often  as  his  IMajesty  and  his  successors  should 
enter  their  territories ;  granting  to  them  the  greatest  privileges  as  lords  proprietors,  saving 
only  their  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

The  petitioners  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  the  said  Company  have  not  since  effectually,  or 
in  earnest,  searched  for  the  said  passage,  but  have  rather  endeavoured  to  conceal  the  same, 
and  to  obstruct  the  discovery  thereof  by  others ;  nor  have  they  made  any  new  discovery 
either  upon  the  coast,  or  in  the  inland  countries  adjoining  to  Hudson's  Bay,  since  the  grant 
of  their  charter ;  nor  have  they  taken  possession  of  or  occupied  any  of  the  lands  granted  to 
them,  or  extended  their  trade  into  the  inland  parts  of  the  adjoining  continent ;  nor  made  any 
plantations  or  settlements,  except  four  factories,  and  one  small  trading-house,  in  all  which 
they  have  maintained,  in  time  of  peace,  about  120  persons,  servants  to  the  Company  j  nor 
have  they  allowed  any  other  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  to  plant,  settle,  or  trade  in  any  of 
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at  or  allowed  the  French  to  encroach,  settle,  and  trade  within  their  limits  on  the  south 

side  of  the  Bay,  to  the  great  detriment  and  loss  of  Great  Britain. 

That  the  petitioners,  being  desirous  to  pursue  the  discovery  of  the  jjassage  to  the 
Southern  Ocean  of  America  by  land  or  by  water,  will  engage  not  only  to  prosecute  the 
same  until  it  be  thoroughly  discovered  as  far  as  practicable,  but  also  to  settle  and  improve 
the  land  in  all  the  countries  on  that  northern  continent,  by  making  alliances  with  and 
civilising  the  natives,  and  incorporating  with  them,  and  by  that  means  lay  a  foundation 
for  their  becoming  Christians,  and  industrious  subjects  of  his  Majesty ;  and  also  extend 
the  British  trade  into  the  heart  of  that  northern  continent  around  the  Bay,  and  into  such 
countries  aa  they  may  discover  beyond  it  in  the  Western  Ocean,  and  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  French  encroachments  upon  the  British  rights  and  trade  in  that 
continent. 

In  order  therefore  to  enable  the  petitioners  to  prosecute  and  bring  to  perfection  so  valu- 
able a  discovery,  and  to  civilise  the  natives  and  settle  the  lands  without  loss  of  time ;. 
and  that  the  trade  and  settlement  of  such  extensive  countries  may  not  be  longer  delayed, 
or  perhaps  for  ever  lost  to  his  Majesty  and  his  successors,  by  the  encroachments  of  the 
French, — 

The  petitioners  most  humbly  pray,  that  his  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
incorporate  the  petitioners  and  the  other  subscribers  for  finding  out  the  said  passage,  or  such 
of  them  and  such  other  persons  as  they  shall  engage  in  the  said  undertaking,  and  their  suc- 
cessors for  ever,  and  grant  to  them  the  property  of  all  the  lands  they  shall  discover,  settle, 
and  plant,  in  a  limited  time,  in  the  northern  continent  of  America  adjoining  to  Hudson's 
Bay  and  Straits,  not  already  occupied  and  settled  by  the  present  Company  of  Adventurers 
trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  with  the  like  privileges  and  royalties  as  were  granted  to  the  said 
Company :  and  that  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  grant  unto  the  petitioners  (during  the 
infancy  of  their  settlements)  an  exclusive  trade,  for  such  a  term  of  years  as  may  be  granted 
to  discoverers  of  new  arts  and  trade,  to  all  such  countries  into  which  they  shall  extend  their 
trade  by  land  or  by  water,  not  already  granted  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  other  companies,  reserv- 
ing to  the  present  Company  of  Adventurers  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay  all  the  forts,  factories, 
and  settlements  they  at  present  occupy  and  possess,  with  a  reasonable  district  round  each  of 
their  possessions  and  factories;  or  that  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  grant  the  peti- 
tioners such  other'relief  and  encouragement  as  to  his  Majesty  in  his  great  wisdom  should 
seem  meet. 

We  have  taken  the  same  into  consideration,  and  have  been  attended  by  counsel  both  in 
behalf  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  oppose  the  petition,  as  it 
interferes  with  their  charter. 

The  petitioners  insisted  on  two  general  things :  that  the  Company's  charter  was  either 
void  in  its  original  creation,  or  became  forfeited  by  the  Company's  conduct  under  it. 

That  the  petitioners  have,  by  their  late  attempts  to  discover  the  north-west  passage  and 
navigation  in  those  parts,  merited  the  favour  petitioned  for. 

As  to  the  first,  the  petitioners  endeavoured  to  show,  that  the  grant  of  the  country  and 
territories  included  in  the  Company's  chartef  was  void  for  the  uncertainty  of  its  extent, 
being  bounded  by  no  limits  of  mountains,  rivers,  seas,  latitude  or  longitude,  and  that  the 
grant  of  the  exclusive  trade  within  such  limits  as  there  were,  was  a  monopoly,  and  void  on 
that  account. 

With  respect  to  both  these,  considering  how  long  the  Company  have  enjoyed  and  acted 
under  this  charter,  without  interruption  or  encroachment,  we  cannot  think  it  advisable  for 
his  Majesty  to  make  any  express  or  implied  declaration  against  the  validity  of  it,  till  there 
has  been  some  judgment  of  a  court  of  justice  to  warrant  it ;  and  the  rather,  because,  if  the 
charter  is  void  in  either  respect,  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  the  petitioners  from  exercising 
the  same  trade  which  the  Company  now  carries  on  ;  and  the  petitioners'  own  grant,  il" 
obtained,  will  itself  be  liable,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  same  objection. 

As  to  the  supposed  forfeiture  of  the  Company's  charter  by  nonuser  or  abuser,  the  charge 
upon  that  head  is  of  several  sorts,  viz. :  That  they  have  not  discovered,  nor  sufficiently  at- 
tempted to  discover,  the  north-west  passage  into  the  South  Seas  or  Western  Ocean : 
That  they  have  not  extended  their  settlements  through  the  limits  of  their  charter  : 
That  they  have  designedly  confined  their  trade  to  a  very  narrow  compass ;  and  have  for 
that  purpose  abused  the  Indians,  neglected  their  own  forts,  ill-treated  their  own  servants, 
and  encouraged  the  French. 

But  on  consideration  of  all  the  evidence  laid  before  us,  by  many  affidavits  on  both  sides 
(herewith  enclosed),  we  think  these  charges  are  either  not  suflficiently  supported  in  point  of 
fact,  or  in  a  great  measiu'C  accounted  for  from  the  nature  or  circumstances  of  the  case. 

As  to  the  petitioners'  merit,  it  consists  in  the  late  attempts  made  to  discover  the  same  pas- 
sage ;  which,  however  as  yet  unsuccessful  in  the  main  point,  may  probably  be  of  use  here- 
after in  that  discovery,  if  it  should  ever  be  made,  or  in  opening  some  trade  or  other,  if  any 
should  hereafter  be  found  practicable  ;  and  have  certainly  lost  the  petitioners  considerable 
sums  of  money. 

But 
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But  as  the  grant  proposed  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  prosecute  any  future  attempt  of    Appendix,  No.  i. 

the  like  kind,  and  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  does  not  prohibit  the  petitioners  

from  the  use  of  any  of  the  ports,  rivers,  or  seas  included  in  their  charter,  or  deprive  them  of 
the  protection  of  the  present  settlements  there,  we  humbly  submit  to  your  Lordships'  con- 
sideration, whether  it  will  be  proper  at  present  to  grant  a  charter  to  the  petitioners,  which 
must  necessarily  break  in  upon  that  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  may  occasion  great 
confusion  by  the  interfering  interest  of  two  companies  setting  up  the  same  trade  against 
each  other  in  the  same  parts,  and  under  like  exclusive  charters :  All  which  is  humbly  sub- 
mitted to  your  Lordships'  consideration. 

D.  Ryder. 

10  August  1748.  W.  Murray. 

(True  copy.) 

W.  Sharpe. 


Appendix,  No.  2. 

PAPERS  delivered  in  by  Sir  George  Sitnpson,  and  referred  to  in  his  Evidence,  Appendix,  No.  2. 

2  March  1857.  


(A.) 
LANB    DEED. 


THIS  INDEXTUEE,  made  the  day  of  ,  in  the  year 

of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  between  the  Governor  and 

Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  of  the  one  part,  and 

'       of  of  the  other  part. 

Whereas  the  said  is  desirous  of  becoming  a  settler  upon  the  land 

hereinafter  described  or  intended  so  to  be,  being  certain  part  of  a  territory  in  North 
America,  belonging  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  held  under  the  Crown  by 
charter.     Now,  theeeeoke,  this  indenture  witnesseth.  That,  in  consideration  of 

and  in  consideration  also  of  the  covenants  hereinafter  contained  on  the  part  of  the  said 
they,  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  do  hereby  grant,  demise,  and 
lease  unto  the  said  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, 

ALL  THAT  piecc  or  parcel  of  land,  being  of  lot  No.  ,  as  described         Lot  No. 

at  large  in  the  official  survey  of  Red    River   Settlement,  and  containing,  more  or  less, 
English  acres, 

with  the  necessary  appurtenances  thereto,  To  have 
AND  TO  hold  the  ^aid  piece  or  parcel  of  laud  hereby  demised  or  intended  so  to  be,  and 
every  part  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  his 

executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  from  the  day  next  before  the  day  of  the  date  of  ,    , 

these  presents,  and  for  and  during  and  unto  the  full  term  of  One  thousand  years,  thence   Term,  1,000  years,  j/''^ 
next  ensuing  ;  yielding  and  paying  therefore  yearly  and  every  year,  during  the  said  term, 
and  upon  the  Michaelmas  day  in  each  year,  the  rent  or  sum  of  one  pepper-corn,  the  first    ., 
payment  whereof  to  be  made  upon  the  Twenty-ninth  day  of  September  next  ensuing  the 
date  hereof.     And  the  said  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors, 

and  administrators,  doth  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  that  he  the  said 

shall  or  will,  within  forty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  settle  and  establish  himself  or  them- 
selves and  continue  to  reside  upon  the  said  hereby  demised  land,  and  shall  or  will,  within 
five  years  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  bring  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  brought  into  a  One-tenth  of  the  land 
state  of  cultivation  one-tenth  part  of  the  said  hereby  demised  land,  and  thenceforth  con-  *°it^„^[°o^^|j,^ii'4"g^,g  4,.  ^. 
tinue  the  same  in  such  state.     And  that,  during  the  said  term,  he  the  said  _     _  yearl* 

his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  shall  not,  directly  or  indirectly, 
mediately  or  immediately,  violate  or  evade  an^  of  the  chartered  or  licensed  privileges  of 
the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  any  restrictions  on  trading  or  dealing  with  Indians  or 
others,  which  have  been  or  may  be  imposed  by  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  by  Reservation  of  Indian 
any  other  competent  authority,  or  in  any  way  enable  any  person  or  persons  to  violate  or  *™'^^'  ^''• 
evade,  or  to  persevere  in  violating  or  evading  the  same  ;  and,  in  short,  shall  obey  all  such 
laws  and  regulations  as  within  the  said  settlement  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be,  in  force, 
for  preventing  the  distillation  of  spirits,  for  preserving  internal  peace,  for  repelling  foreign  Distillation  of  spirits. 
aggression,  for  making  and  repairing  roads  and  bridges,  and  for  encouraging  and  promoting 
general  education  and  religious  instruction.     And  that  he  the  said 

his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  or  will  from  time  to  time,_  and  at  a,ll 
times  during  the  said  term,  contribute  in  a  due  proportion  to  the  expenses  of  all  public    Support  of  ecclcsias- 
establishments,  whether  of  an  ecclesiastical,  civil,  military,  or  other  nature,  including  therein   '^ry  establishments'." 
the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  the  building  and  endowment  of  schools  which  are  or  shall 
0.24— Ses3.  2.  Z  z  or 
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Appendix,  No  2.  or  may  be  formed  under  the  authority  of  the  charter  or  charters  hereinbefore  referred  to. 
And  also  that  he  or  they  ai  proper  seasons  in  every  year,  and  in  or  towards  the  making 
and  repairing  of  such  roads  and  highways  as  lie  within 

miles  from  the  said  hereby  demised  premises,  shall  and  will  employ  himself  or  themselves 
and  his  or  their  servants,  horses,  cattle,  carts,  and  carriages,  and  other  necessary  thingis  for 
that  purpose,  where  and  when  required  so  to  do  by  the  surveyor  or  overseer  for  the  time 
being,  appointed  for  the  making  and  amending  public  roads,  bridges,  and  highways  within 
such  limits  as  aforesaid ;  such  requisition,  nevertheless,  in  point  of  time,  not  to  exceed  six 
days  in  each  year,  computed  day  by  day,  and  from  Michaelmas  to  Michaelmas.  And  also, 
that  he  the  said  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns, 

shall  not,  nor  will,  without  the  licence  or  consent  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  for 
that  purpose  first  obtained,  carry  on  or  establish,  or  attempt  to  carry  on  or  establish  in  any 
parts  of  North  America,  any  trade  or  traffic  in  or  relating  to  any  hind  of  skins,  furs,  peltry, 
or  dressed  leather,  nor  in  an}^  manner  directly  or  indirectly  aid  or  abet  any  person  or  per- 
sons in  carrying  on  such  trade  or  traffic  ;  nor  shall  nor  will  at  any  time  or  times  during  the 
said  term  distil,  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  distilled,  spirituous  liquors  of  any  nature  or  kind 
soever,  either  upon  the  land  hereby  demised,  or  within  any  other  part  of  the  territories 
belonging  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  North  America,  nor  during  the  said  term, 
knowingly  suffer  or  permit  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  to  distil  any  such 
liquors  upon  the  said  demised  land,  or  any  part  thereof.     And  the  said 

for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  herebj^  further  covenant  with 
the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  that  he  the  said 

his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  will  use  his  and  their  best  endeavours  to  maintain 
the  defence  and  internal  peace  of  the  territories  of  the  said  Governor  and  Com])any  in 
North  America,  and  shall  and  will  be  chargeable  therewith  according  to  such  laws  and 
regulations  as  are  now  in  force  in  respect  of  the  same  territories,  or  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  made  by  competent  authority ;  and  also  that  he  the  said 

his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  not  nor  will  at  any  time  or  times  during  the 
said  term,  or  by  any  direct  or  indirect,  mediate  or  immediate  manner,  ways,  or  means, 
infringe  or  violate  or  set  about  or  attempt  to  infringe  or  violate,  or  aid,  assist,  or  abet  or 
set  about  or  attem])t  to  aid,  assist,  or  abet,  or  supply  with  spirituous  liquors,  tradino-  goods, 
provisions,  or  other  necessaries,  any  person  or  persons  whomsover,  corporate  or  incorporate, 
or  any  prince,  power,  potentate  or  state  whatsoever,  who  shall  infringe  or  violate  or  who 
shall  set  about  or  attempt  to  infringe  or  violate  the  exclusive  rights,  powers,  jorivileges,  and 
immunities  of  commerce,  trade,  and  traffic,  or  all  or  any  other  of  the  exclusive  rights, 
powers,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  or  belonging  or  in  anywise  appertaining  to,  or  held, 
used,  or  enjoyed  by  the  said  Governor  and  Company  and  their  successors  under  their 
charter  or  charters,  without  the  licence  or  consent  of  the  said  Governor  and  Companv,  and 
their  successors  ior  the  time  being,  first  had  and  obtained.     Axd  lastly,  that  he  the  said 

his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  not  nor  will 
at  any  time  during  the  said  term,  underlet,  or  assign,  or  otherwise  alienate,  or  dispose,  or 
part  with,  the  actual  possession  of  the  said  land  hereby  demised  or  any  part  thereof,  for  all 
or  any  part  of  the  said  term,  or  any  interest  derived  under  the  same,  without  the  consent 
in  writing  of '  the  said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  time  being  first  had  and  obtained. 
And  also  that  he  the  said  his  executors,  administrators, 

or  assigns,  shall  or  will,  witliin  six  calendar  months  from  the  date  hereof,  as  to  these 
presents,  and  within  six  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  each  respective  assio-nment  or 
under-lease,  to  be  made  under  or  through  these  presents  ;  and  with  respect  to  each  such 
assignment  and  under-lease  res])cctively,  cause  these  presents  and  every  such  assio-nment 
or  under-lease,  when  made,  to  be  registered  in  the  register  of  the  said  tei'ritories  in  North 
America,  or  of  the  district  in  Avhich  the  said  hereby  demised  land  shall  be  situate  and 
wherever  such  register  shall  be  kept  at  the  time.  Provided  always,  nevertheless  and 
it  is  hereby  declared  and  agreed,  that  if  the  said  hij  executors 

administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  not  in  all  things  well  and  truly  observe  and  perform  all  and 
every  the  covenants  and  agreements  herein  contained,  on  his  and  their  behalf,  to  be  observed 
and  performed,  then,  and  in  either  of  such  c«ses,  and  cither  upon  or  after  the  first  breach 
or  any  subsequent  breach  or  breaches  of  covenant,  and  as  to  any  subsequent  Iireach  or 
breaches,  notwithstanding  there  may  have  beeu  any  waiver  qr  waivers,  or  supposed  waiver 
or  waivers  thereof,  by  the  acceptance  of  rent  or  otherv\ise,  it  shall  or  may  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  said  Governor  and  Comi)any,  and  their  successors  or  assigns,  to  enter  into  and  upon 
the  said  hereby  demised  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  thereof 
and  to  have,  hold,  retam,  and  enjoy  the  same  as  in  their  former  state,  and  also  to  put  an 
end  to,  and  determine  the  said  term  of  one  thousand  years,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be 
then  unexpired,  and  all  and  every  person  or  persons  then  (>ccap^■ing  the  same  premises  or 
claiming  title  thereto,  to  put  out  and  amove,  anything  hereinbefore  contained  to  the  con- 
tra'ry  notwithstanding.  In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  here- 
unto set  their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written,  at  Red  River  Settle- 
ment aforesaid. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of 
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(B.) 
A  STATISTICAL  ACCOUNT  of  Red  River  Colony,  taken  on  the  20th  to  the  24th  of  May  1856. 


Year. 
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7 
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17 
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15 

14 
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51 
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60 

534 

1 
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21 

40 

46 

6 

13 
27 

14 
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13 
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69 

1 

3 
2 
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2 

2 

Year. 

Population. 

Dwellings. 

Men. 

Women. 

Sons. 

Daughters. 

Total. 

O 

185  6. 

Married. 

Un- 
uarried. 
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married. 
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16. 
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64 

Year. 

Live  Stock.                                                                        Implements. 
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1 
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j 
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1 
2,097            155 

629     1       135 

_ 
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93 
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94 
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15 
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Loss  of  Animals  during  Winter, 
1855  and  1856. 
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8 
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17 
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1 

16 

3 

21 

10 
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57 

28 
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Average  Value  of  the  above  Dwellings,  Live  Stock,  Implements,  and  Machinery. 


Houses. 


Stables. 


25  Houses, 
at  300/.  each. 


£.      ,.  d. 
',500 


100  Houses, 
at  100/.  each. 


f .      ».  d. 
10,000 


200  Houses, 
at  50/.  each. 


£.       s.  d. 
10,000   


200  Houses, 
at  25/.  each. 


£.      ».    d. 
5,000    -    - 


397  Houses, 
at  12/.  each. 


£.      s.    d. 

4,764    -    - 


616  Stables, 
at  8/.  each. 


£.     ».    d. 

4,928    -    - 


616  Stables, 
at  5/.  each. 


£.      *.    d. 
3,080     -    - 


Barns. 


199  Barns, 
at  12/.  each. 


£.      *.    d. 
2,388    -    - 


200  Barns, 
at  8/.  each. 


£.      a.    d. 
1,600    -    - 


Live  Stock. 


Implements. 


2,799  Horses 
and  Mares, 

at 
8/.  10s.  each. 


3,016  Oxen 

and  Bulls, 

at 

il.  10s.  each. 


i"" 

£.      s.  d. 

13,572    -  - 


3,593  Cows, 

at 
21.  10s.  each. 


2,644  Calves, 

at 

1/.  each. 


4,674  Pigs, 

at 
10s.  6d.  each. 


2,429 

Sheep, 

at 

12s.  each. 


585 

Ploughs, 

at 

4/.  10s.  each. 


730 
Harrows, 

at 
5s.  each. 


2,045 

Carts, 

at 

1/,  each. 


522 
Canoes, 

at 
12s.  each. 


55  Boats, 

at 
15/.  each. 


£.       s.  d. 

23,791  10  - 


£.      <,.  d. 
8,982   10 


£.      s.  d. 
2,644    -    - 


£.       ..    d. 
2,453   17    - 


£.     s.  d. 
1,457  8  - 


£.     <,.  d. 
2,632  10- 


£.    8.    d. 
182  10  - 


i 
£.    s.  d.     £.    ».  rf.  :    £.   «.  d, 

2,045  -  -  !  313    4    -      825 


Machinery. 


Total  Amount. 


16  Mills, 

at 
100/.  each. 


9  Water-    8  Threshing   2  Reaping 


mills,      j       Mills, 

at         I  at 

150/.  each.    40/.  each. 


Machines, 

at 
30/.  each. 


„,.  .         1  Carding 

Wmnowmg '  " 

Machines,         Mill. 

at  21.  each. 


Dwellings. 


Live  Stock. 


Implements. 


Machinery. 


Grand 
Total. 


£.     >.d. 
1,600  -  - 


£.     s.  d.  1    £.     s.  d. 
1,350  -  -  1  320 


£.    s.    d. 

60    - 


£.    s.    <;.  '  £.    s.    d. 
12    -    -     35     -    - 


£.       s.  d:      £.       «.  <f. 
49,260    -   -    52,901    5    _ 


£.      ».  d. 

5,998    4    - 


£.      s.   d.        £.        s.  rf. 
3,377    -    -    111,536  9 


C  O  U  K  T  S. 


Tola]. 

Petty  Local  Courts. 

Quarterly  vjsnerai  ».>ouris,  laoo-ae. 

Petty  Offences. 

August. 

November. 

February. 

May. 

Number 

of 

Cases 

Trespass. 

Cases 
of  Damage 
and  Mis- 
demeanor. 

Hay 

Ground 

Privilege. 

Assault 

and 
Battery. 

Defamation 

of 

Charater. 

Total 
Number 

of 
Cases. 

No  cases. 

No  cases. 

One  case. 

No  cases. 

1 

1 

6 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Petty  Local  Co\n:ts— continued. 


Debt. 

Total  Amount 
ofaU 

the  38  Cases 

From 

1/, 
to  5/. 

From 

5/ 
to  10/. 

From 

10/ 

to  20/. 

From 

20/ 

to  30/. 

From 

30/ 

to  40/. 

From 

40/ 

to  50/. 

From 

50/ 

to  60/. 

From 

60/ 
to  70/. 

From 

70/ 
to  80/. 

From 

90/ 

to  100/. 

Total 

Number  of 

Cases. 

of 
Petty  Courts 
for  One  Year. 

£.     s.     d. 

4 

8 

5 

4 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

27 

46    13     6 

District  of  Assiniboia,  1  June  1856. 

William  R.  Smith,  Secretary, 


T.  G.  Johnson,  Governor  of  Assiniboia. 
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(C.) 

INDIAN  POPULATION. 

IT  is  a  matter  of  great  diflSculty  to  obtain  reliable  information  respecting  the  Indian 
population,  their  migratory  habits,  and  the  vast  extent  of  country  over  which  they  are 
spread,  misleading  the  calculations,  and  rendering  it  almost  impracticable  to  prepare  a  satis- 
factory census.  The  following  estimates  have  been  compiled  with  great  care,  from  a  mass 
of  documents,  and  the  actual  personal  knowledge  of  several  of  the  Company's  officers,  tested 
by  comparison  with  published  statements,  especially  those  presented  to  Government  in  1846 
by  Messrs.  Warre  and  Vavasour,  and  those  of  Colonel  Lefroy,  E.  a.,  contained  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  Canadian  Institute. 


Appendix,  No.  2. 


ESTABLISHMENTS  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  1856,  and  Number  of  Indians 

frequenting  them. 


Number  of 

POST. 

Locality. 

Department. 

District. 

Indians 
frequenting  it. 

F'u-t  Chipewyan     - 

_ 

Indian  Territory  - 

Northern    - 

Athabasca     - 

750 

Dunvegan     - 

- 

j>        "        " 

>7 

"       ,*   - 

400 

Vermilion 

- 

?»        ~        " 

"            3» 

"       '?   "        ~         ~ 

250 

Fond  du  Lac 

. 

??        ■        " 

~            ?J 

)>             -         - 

150 

Fort  Simpson 

. 

)>        -        - 

3J 

M'Kenzie's  River  - 

2,000 

Fort  aux  Liards     - 

. 

j>        "        " 

■            ?^ 

?»         "         "" 

400 

Fort  Halkett 

- 

)>        -        - 

» 

J?         -         ■ 

300 

Youcon 

• 

>>        "        " 

"            » 

)>         "         " 

4,000 

Peel's  River- 

- 

J?        "        " 

J? 

))         "         " 

1,000 

Lapierre's  House  - 

• 

»        "        " 

"            7? 

'!               '               ' 

150 

Fort  Good  Hope  - 

- 

)> 

JJ 

>}                '               ' 

700 

Fort  Rae 

- 

"          )j        ■        " 

"            )J 

>J               ~               " 

600 

Fort  Resolution      - 

- 

»        -        - 

"            J' 

»               "               " 

500 

Big  Island    - 

■ 

'?        "        ' 

"            )> 

)>               '               " 

80 

Fort  Norman 

- 

»        "        " 

"           » 

)>               "               " 

700 

He  a  la  Crosse 

- 

Rupert's  Land 

"            5> 

English  River 

700 

Rapid  River 

- 

»        "        " 

■            5' 

"               3»                   "               " 

250 

Green  Lake  - 

- 

w        "        " 

"J) 

■               ?? 

120 

Deer's  Lake 

- 

»        '        ' 

J» 

y>            '          ' 

200 

Portage  la  Loche  - 

- 

»        "        " 

"           JJ 

■          J) 

50 

Edmonton     - 

- 

}>        '        ' 

"            JJ 

Saskatchewan 

7,500 

Carlton 

- 

»        "        " 

'            }> 

') 

6,000 

Fort  Pitt       - 

- 

j>        "        " 

'            >t 

"        jj 

7,000 

Rocky  Mountain  House 

))        "        " 

"            I> 

'        »          '        ' 

6,000 

Lao  la  Biche 

- 

j>        "        * 

"*            7> 

"               5) 

5no 

Lesser  Slave  Lake 

- 

Indian  Territory  - 

J> 

'          )>            '         ' 

400 

Fort  Assiniboine   - 

. 

Rupert's  Land 

Ji 

'          '>            '         ' 

150 

Jasper's  House 

- 

Indian  Territory  - 

JJ 

"         » 

200 

Fort  a  la  Come     - 

- 

Rupert's  Land 

5> 

»            "          " 

300 

Cumberland  House 

- 

)j        "        " 

» 

Cumberland 

350 

Moose  Lake  - 

- 

}f        '        ' 

'           }> 

"         » 

200 

The  Pas 

- 

»        "        " 

>} 

"    .       " 

200 

Fort  Pelly    - 

- 

>j        "        " 

'           » 

Swan  River 

800 

Fort  Eilice    - 

- 

»        "        " 

» 

"         >' 

600 

Qrt'appelle  Lakes  - 

- 

»        "        " 

» 

"           >;              "           " 

250 

Shoal  River  - 

- 

}>        '        ' 

~            » 

■           ?? 

150 

Touchwood  Hills  - 

- 

»        " 

'? 

"           »              "           " 

300 

Egg  Lake     - 

- 

»        "        " 

'           » 

"           )'              "           " 

200 

Fort  Garry    - 

. 

}>        '        ' 

» 

Red  River    - 

r    7,000 

including 

whites  and 

L  half  breeds. 

Lower  Fort  Garry 

- 

«        "        " 

"            » 

"        »          "        " 

White  Horse  Plain 

- 

j>        ~        " 

"            5> 

■        7? 

Pembina 

. 

79        ' 

"           » 

jj          ~        ■ 

1,000  ditto. 

Manitobah    - 

. 

)7               '               ~ 

J> 

"        » 

200  ditto. 

Reed  Lake    - 

. 

)J                "               " 

tf 

"        )?          "        " 

50 

Fort  Francis 

- 

}>               '               ' 

» 

Lac  la  Pluie 

1,500 

Fort  Alexander 

. 

}f               '               ' 

J> 

"         »           "         " 

300 

Rat  Portage  - 

- 

>f               '               ' 

)' 

5) 

600 

White  Dog  - 

- 

J>                "                * 

'           J> 

-               „                   -                . 

100 

Lac  de  Bonnet 

- 

»               '               ' 

»> 

"               >J                   "               " 

50 

Lac  de  Bois  Blanc 

• 

}9               "               " 

"            » 

"               J>                   "               " 

200 

Shoal  Lake  - 

. 

JJ               "                ■ 

"            )' 

""               »                   "               " 

200 

Norway  House 

" 

«               "               * 

J» 

Norway  House 

500 

0.24- 
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Number  of 

POST. 

Locality. 

Department. 

District. 

Indians 
frequenting  it. 

Beren's  River 

Rupert's  Land 

Nortkern    - 

Norway  House 

180 

Nelson's  River 

)* 

j> 

» 

400 

York  Factory 

>j         "        " 

j> 

York    - 

300 

Churcliill       - 

?j         "        ■ 

jj 

»        "         " 

400 

Severn - 

jj         "        ■ 

» 

»        -         -         ■ 

250 

Trout  Lake  -         .         - 

?>         "         ■ 

« 

»        " 

250 

Oxford  House 

ji 

j; 

?j        "         ~ 

300 

Albany  Factory 

» 

Southern    - 

Albany 

400 

Marten's  Falls 

?» 

J) 

;> 

200 

Osnabarg      -         -         - 

» 

'> 

j; 

200 

Lac  Saul       -         -         - 

)> 

)) 

J' 

300 

Maiawagamingue  - 

j>         "        " 

j> 

Kinogumissee 

250 

Kuckatoosh 

>' 

» 

>j          "         " 

150 

Micliipicoton 

Canada 

» 

Lake  Superior 

300 

Batch ewana  - 

>j     " 

i> 

»         "         " 

100 

Miimainse     - 

jj     ■ 

» 

'J 

50 

Pic 

7? 

» 

'>         "         " 

100 

Long-  Lake    -         -         - 

Rupert's  Land 

» 

19 

80 

Lake  Nipigon 

Canada 

?? 

»         -         • 

250 

Fort  William 

j> 

!> 

» 

350 

Pigeon  River 

>>              "         " 

I> 

j»         -         ~ 

50 

Lac  d'Original 

jt              "        ~ 

)J 

»? 

50 

Lacloche 

)t 

9? 

Lake  Huron 

150 

Little  Current 

>>              '         ' 

>' 

» 

500 

Mississaugie 

jj 

» 

« 

150 

Green  Lake  - 

7j 

)J 

?j 

150 

Whitefish  Lake 

?» 

JJ 

jj        -        " 

150 

Saiilt  St.  Marie 

)j 

J? 

Sault  St.  Marie     - 

150 

Moose  Factory 

Rupert's  Land 

>) 

Moose 

180 

Hannah  Bay 

» 

>> 

V 

SO 

Abitibi 

?j         ■         " 

?» 

?5                             "                 " 

350 

New  Brunswick    - 

t) 

>? 

?? 

150 

Gif  it  Whale  River 

jj 

>» 

East  Main    . 

250 

Little  Whale  River 

» 

» 

)7            " 

250 

Fort  George 

» 

3) 

?'            " 

200 

Rupert's  House 

9J 

t) 

Rupert's  River 

250 

Mijtasinny    -         -          - 

J?               *               " 

» 

)j 

200 

Temiskamay 

V 

J' 

T>               '               ' 

75 

Wuswonaby  -         -         - 

!) 

>> 

?J 

150 

Mechiskan    - 

Jl 

>7 

J» 

75 

Pike  Lake 

?J 

') 

?> 

80 

Nitchequon  - 

JI 

?J 

U 

80 

Kaniapiscow 

J> 

>? 

)) 

75 

Temiscamingue  House  - 

Canada 

1> 

Temiscamingue 

400 

Grurid  Lao 

J?     " 

» 

jj 

200 

Kakabeagino 

Rupert's  Land 

» 

»          ~         - 

100 

Luke  Nepisingue  - 

Canada 

» 

»          *         " 

130 

Hunter's  Lodge     - 

j>              "        " 

J> 

» 

100 

T.magamingue 

?j 

» 

jj 

100 

Lac  des  Allumettes 

V                         "               " 

Montreal    - 

Fort  Coulonge 

200 

Joachin 

J» 

>' 

» 

75 

Matawu 

JJ 

>! 

jj        ~         " 

100 

Buckingham 

>J 

J? 

Lac  des  Sables 

50 

Rivii'i-i!  Desert 

>>                "         " 

;? 

jj 

100 

Lachine  House 

>                    "           ' 

jy 

Lachine 

Whites. 

Three  Rivers 

tJ 

„ 

St.  Maurice  - 

Whites. 

Weymontachingue 

>» 

ty 

J)          ■         * 

150 

Kikandatch 

J» 

?? 

J?          "         - 

130 

Tadousac 

»                "         " 

?» 

King's  Posts 

100 

Chicoutimie  - 

J7 

„ 

)j 

100 

Liiki.'  St.  John's     - 

JJ 

>> 

)7 

250 

Tsle  Jeremie 

)> 

» 

T/ 

250 

Godbout        -         -          . 

>? 

» 

»J                     '                  ■* 

100 

Seven  Islands 

>J 

» 

>J                    "                 " 

300 

Minyari           -         .         - 

»                             *                 " 

V 

Mingan 

600 

.Musquarro 

>»                             "                " 

>1 

» 

100 

Natosquan     -         -         . 

JJ                            "                " 

)> 

jj                "         " 

100 

North  West  River 

Newfoundland 

>' 

Esquimaux  Bay    - 

100 

Foi't  Nascopie 

Rupert's  Land 

>> 

7J 

200 

Uigolet          ... 

Newfoundland 

JJ 

j»                            " 

100 

Kibokok        ... 

»  " 

>> 

JJ 

100 

Fo.'t  Vancouver     - 

Washington  Terri- 
tory. 

Oregon 

Columbia 

200 

Umpqua        ... 

Oregon  Territory  - 

>» 

j>            "        " 

800 
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Locality. 

Department. 

District. 

^Tdtr         Appendix,  No. 

2 

Cape  Disappointment 

- 

Washington  Terri- 
tory. 

Oregon 

Columbia     - 

100 

Chinook  Point 

_ 

"      J? 

3»                *               " 

100 

Caweeman    - 

- 

~          '> 

"       )> 

»               "               " 

100 

Champooeg  - 

- 

Oregon  Territory  - 

» 

»               "               " 

150 

Nisqually 

- 

J)        ■        ■ 

■       >> 

»               -               - 

500 

Cowelitz 

- 

??        " 

"       ?' 

>)               "               " 

250 

Fort  Colvile 

- 

Washington  Terri- 
tory. 

>» 

Colvile 

800 

Pend  Oreilles  River 

- 

Indian  Territory    - 

"         »; 

j»        "        " 

400 

Flat  Heads    - 

- 

Washington  Terri- 
tory. 

» 

»        "        " 

500 

Kootonais 

- 

»»         " 

» 

»»        "        ~ 

500 

Okanagan 

- 

«         "         " 

"         » 

»        ■"        " 

300 

Walla  Walla 

- 

Oregon  Territory  - 

"         » 

Snake  Country 

300 

Fort  Hall      - 

- 

)5                 ■                 ' 

'         » 

;>         "         ■ 

200 

Fort  Boisee 

- 

))                 "                 " 

"         » 

"           » 

200 

Fort  Victoria 

. 

Vancouver's  Island 

Western 

Vancouver's  Island 

5,000 

Fort  Rupert  - 

- 

» 

» 

ff        '        ~ 

4,000 

Nanaimo 

- 

I)         ■         " 

"       » 

» 

3,000 

Fort  Langley 

Indian  Territory   - 

"       » 

Fraser's  River 

r  North  West  Coast 
\  Northern  Tribes  - 

4,000 
10,000 

Fort  Simpson 

»         "         " 

"      >i 

35,000 

K.amloops 
Fort  Hope    - 

. 

^Thompson's  River 

2,000 

Stuart's  Lake 

- 

)>        "        " 

'      >' 

New  Caledonia    - 

,f'- 

M'Leod's  Lake      - 

- 

»        " 

"      )j 

>'         "         " 

Fraser's  Lake 

- 

.>        "        " 

■            ?7 

» 

Alexandria    - 

- 

>j        "        " 

~           » 

»         "         " 

)       12,000 

Fort  George 

- 

»        "        " 

"            « 

»         "         ■ 

Babines 

- 

»        "        " 

"            » 

»         "         " 

Connolly's  Lake 

- 

»        ~        ~ 

"           » 

»        " 

^ 

Honolulu 

- 

Sandwich  Islands  - 

~            )> 

^3 

— 

Add  Whites  and  halJ 

'breeds  in  Hudson's  Bay  Territory, 

not  included   - 

6,000 

Add  Esquimaux 

not  enumerated          -        .        .        . 

Total    -     -    - 

4,000 

158,960                 ;■  </' 

The  Indian  Races  shown  in  detail  in  the  foregoing  Census  may  be  classified  as 

follows : 


Thickwood  Indians  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 

The  Plain  Tribes  (Blackfeet,  &c.) 

The  Esquimaux  -.-.-.- 

Indians  settled  in  Cdnada    -         .         -         -         - 
Indians  in  British  Oregon  and  on  the  North-west  Coast 

Total  Indians     -     - 
Whites  and  half-breeds  in  Hudson's  Bay  Territory 

Souls    -    -    - 


35,000 

25,000 

4,000 

3,000 

80,000 


147,000 
11,000 


158,000 
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(D.  1.) 

REGULATIONS  for  promoting  Moral  and  Religious  Improvement. 

Resolved,  1st.  That,  for  the  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  servants,  the  more 
effectual  civilization  and  the  instruction  of  the  families  and  Indians  attached  to  the  different 
establishments,  the  Sabbath  be  duly  observed  as  a  day  of  rest  at  all  the  Company's  posts 
throughout  the  country,  and  Divine  service  be  publicly  read  with  becoming  solemnity,  at 
which  all  the  servants  and  families  resident  be  encouraged  to  attend,  together  with  any  of 
the  Indians  who  may  be  at  hand,  and  whom  it  may  be  proper  to  invite. 

2d.  That  in  course  of  the  week  due  attention  be  bestowed  to  furnish  the  women  and 
children  with  such  regular  and  useful  occupation  as  is  suited  to  their  age  and  capacities,  and 
best  calculated  to  suppress  vicious  and  promote  virtuous  habits. 

3d.  As  a  preparative  to  education,  that  the  women  and  children  at  the  several  posts  in 
the  cotintry  be  always  addressed  and  habituated  to  converse  in  the  language  (whether 
English  or  French)  of  the  father  of  the  family ;  and  that  he  be  encouraged  to  devote  a 
portion  of  his  leisure  time  to  their  instruction,  as  far  as  his  own  knowledge  and  ability  will 
permit. 


COPY  of  the  40th  and  59th   Standing  Rules   of  the  Fur   Trade,   established  by  the 
Councils  of  the  Northern  and  Southern  Departments  of  Rvperfs  Land. 

40th.  That  the  Indians  be  treated  with  kindness  and  indulgence,  and  mild  and  con- 
ciliatory means  resorted  to  in  order  to  encourage  industry,  repress  vice,  and  inculcate 
morality ;  that  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  be  gradually  discontinued  in  the  very  few  dis- 
tricts in  which  it  is  yet  indispensable  ;  and  that  the  Indians  be  liberally  supplied  with 
requisite  necessaries,  particularly  with  articles  of  ammunition,  whether  they  ha-se  the  means 
of  paying  for  it  or  not,  and  that  no  gentleman  in  charge  of  district  or  post  be  at  liberty  to 
alter  or  vary  the  standard  or  usual  mode  of  trade  with  the  Indians,  except  by  special  pier- 
mission  of  council. 

59th.  That  not  more  than  two  gallons  of  spirituous  liquor,  and  four  gallons  of  wine,  be 
sold  at  the  depot  to  any  individual  in  the  Company's  service,  of  what  rank  soever  he 
may  be. 


(D.  2.) 

EXTRACT  from  the  Minutks  of  a  Council  for  the  Southern  Department  of  Rupert's 

Land,  held  on  the  30th  May  1851. 

Resolved,  42.  "  In  ouder  to  enforce  habits  of  temperance  throughout  the  Company's 
teiritories,  it  is  resolved, 

"  That  from  and  after  this  date,  no  spirituous  liquor  be  issued  from  the  Moose  depot, 
either  to  the  Company's  officers  or  servants,  to  strangers,  or  to  Indians ;  that  an  equivalent 
be  made  for  the  drams  which  it  has  heretofore  been  customary  to  give,  either  in  tea,  su"-ar, 
molasses,  biscuit,  tobacco,  or  ammunition  ;  that  the  allowance  of  brandy  to  the  Com]:)any's 
officers  be  discontinued,  and  that  no  spirituous  liquors  be  hereafter  imported  to  Moose 
Factory." 


(D.  3.) 

Copy  AGREEMENT  prohibiting  Use  of  Spirituous  Liquors  on  North-west  Coast. 

With  a  view  effectually  to  guard  against  the  injurious  consequences  that  arise  from  the 
v.se  of  spirituous  liquors  in  the  Indian  trade  of  ihe  north-west  coast,  it  is  herebv  agreed  bv 
Sir  George  Simpson,  Governor  in  Chief  of  Rupert's  Land,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  Honourable 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  his  Excellency  Adolphus  Etholen,  captain  in  the  Imperial  navv 
and  Governor  of  the  Russian  American  Colonies  on  the  north-west  coast  of  America,  aclino- 
on  behalf  of  the  Russiau  American  Company,  that  no  spirituous  licjuors  shall  be  sold  or  o-lvcn 
to  Indians  in  barter,  as  presents,  or  on  any  pretence  or  consideration  v.'hatsoever,  by  any 
of  the  officers  or  servants  belonging  or  attached  to  any  of  the  establishments  or  vessels 
belonging  to  cither  concern,  or  by  any  otlier  person  or  persons  acting  on  their  behalf,  on 
any  part  of  the  north-Avest  coast  of  America,  to  the  (latitude)  northward  of  latitude 
50'',  unless  competition  in  trade  should  render  it  necessarj^,  with  a  view  to  the  protection  of 

the 
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the  interests  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  to  discontinue  this  agreement,  in  so  far  as  the    Appendix,  No,  2. 
same  relates  to  or  is  applicable  to  that  part  of  the  coast  to  the  southward  of  latitude  54°  40'.  — . 

This  agreement  to  have  effect  from  the  date  hereof  at  New  Archangel,  or  wherever  else 
the  Russian  American  Company  have  dealings  with  Indians  on  the  north-west  coast,  and 
from  the  date  of  the  receipt  of  a  copy  thereof  at  the  establishments  of  Takoo,  Stikine,  Fort 
Simpson,  and  Fort  M'Loughlin. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  seals,  at  New  Archangel,  this  13th  May  1842. 

(signed)         George  Simpson.      (l.S. 
Adolphus  Etholen.    (l.  S. 


Appendix,  No.  3. 


PAPEES  delivered  in  by  Mr.  A.  Mister,  5  March  1857. 


CORBESPONDENCE  between  Mr.  Ahbott Lawrence  and  Viscount  Palmerston,  respecting 
a  Complaint  alleging  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  furnish  large  Quantities  of  Spirits 
to  the  Indians  on  the  North-western  Frontier  of  the  United  States. 


No.  1. 

Mr.  Lawrence  to  Viscount  Palmerston. 

United  States'  Legation, 
My  Lord,  138,  Piccadilly,  12  February  1850. 

B,EPiiESENTATlONS  havc  been  made   to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  from    Appendix,  No.  3. 

reliable  sources,  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  annually  furnish  to  the  Indians  on  the  

north-western  frontier  of  the  United  States  large  quantities  of  spirituous  liquor,  endangering 
thereby  the  peace  of  the  border,  as  well  as  con-upting  the  Indians  themselves.  It  has  been 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  to  prevent,  as  much  as  possible,  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors 
among  the  natives.  The  interests  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  believed  to  be  identical 
-with  those  of  the  United  States  in  this  respect.  As  complaints  of  this  nature  have  been 
frequently  made  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  it  has  become  satisfied  that 
they  are  well  founded,  I  have  been  instructed  to  make  this  practice  the  subject  of  a  friendly 
remonstrance  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  request  it  to  co-operate  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  in  the  repression  of  the  evil,  by  issuing  suitable  instructions  to 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  may  best  accomplish  the  desired 
result.  I  have  the  honour,  therefore,  to  ask  your  Lordship  to  lay  this  remonstrance  before 
the  proper  department  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  and  to  request  its  co-operation  in  a 
measure  dictated  by  policy,  as  well  as  demanded  by  humanity. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  accompanying 
my  instructions  on  this  subject,  and 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Abbott  Lawrence. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

Mr.  Siblei/  to  Mr.  Clayton. 

House  of  Representatives, 
Sir,  Washington,  8  December  1849. 

There  exists  on  our  north-western  boundary  a  state  of  things  which  calls  imperatively  for 
the  interference  of  the  Government.  I  refer  to  the  immense  amount  of  spirituous  liquor 
which  is  imported  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  annually,  not  only  for  their  trade  in  the 
British  possessions,  but  which  is  furnished  to  the  Indians  who  reside  and  hunt  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  That  this  evil  exists  to  a  very  great  extent,  and  renders  null 
aU  the  efforts  of  our  Government  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  ardent  spirits  into  the 
Indian  country,  is  a  fact  which  can  be  established  by  incontestable  testimony,  and  has  been 
already  made  the  subject  of  memorials  to  the  proper  department.  My  object  in  making  the 
communication  which  I.  have  now  the  honour  to  address  you  is,  to  ascertain  whether  there 
vFOuld  be  any  impropriety  in  having  the  matter  brought  to  the  notice  of  tlie  British  Govern- 
ment, in  the  shape  of  a  friendly  remonstrance  from  you  to  the  Minister  of  that  Power.  I 
know  of  no  other  way  to  accomplish  the  proposed  end,  which  is  the  repression  of  an  evil  of 
great  magnitude,  threatening  the  peace  of  our  north-western  frontier. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Henry  W.  Sibley. 


0.24— Sess.  2. 
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Viscount  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Lawrence. 

Sir,  Foreign  Office,  11  April  1850. 

I  DID  not  fail  to  refer  to  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
your  letter  of  the  12th  of  February  last,  remonstrating  against  the  practice  alleged  to  he 
pursued  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  of  furnishing  annually  to  the  Indians  who  reside 
and  hunt  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  large  quantities  of  spirituous  liquors  ;  and  I 
have  now  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  Earl  Grey  has 
received  from  Sir  John  Pelly,  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

In  that  letter.  Sir  John  Pelly  states  that  spirits  are  never  given  to  the  Indians  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  way  of  trade,  either  on  the  frontiers  or  in  any  other  part  of 
the  territories  of  the  Company.  Sir  John  Pelly  states,  however,  that  persons  residing  at 
iled  Eiver  Settlement  and  at  Pembina,  within  the  American  frontier,  carry  on  an  extensive 
and  illicit  traffic  in  furs  with  the  Indians  residing  witliin  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  and  that  great  quantities  of  spirituous  liquors  are  sold  to  the  Indians  in  the  course 
of  that  traffic ;  and  Sir  John  Pelly  adds,  that  although  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
employ  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  suppress  this  traffic,  their  effijrts  have  been  in  a 
great  measure  defeated  by  the  encouragement  which  it  receives  on  the  American  side  of 
the  border. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         Palmerston. 


Enclosure  in  No.  2. 
Sir  John  Pelly  to  Earl  Grey. 


Hudson's  Bay  House,  London, 
My  Lord,  9  March  1850. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Under  Secretary  Hawes'  letter  of 
the  6th  instant,  accompanied  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  enclosing  a  remonstrance  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
against  the  practice  alleged  to  be  pursued  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  of  furnishing 
large  quantities  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians  on  the  north-western  frontier  of  those 
States.  Mr.  Hawes  adds  a  request  on  the  part  of  your  Lordship  that  I  would  make  a 
report  to  you  on  the  allegations  contained  in  those  papers. 

To  the  allegations  contained  in  this  remonstrance,  and  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Sibley,  on  which 
it  appears  to  be  founded,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  giving  the  most  unqualified  denial.  Spirits 
are  never  given  to  the  Indians  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  trade,  either  on  the 
frontiers  or  in  any  other  part  of  their  territories. 

The  average  quantity  of  spirits  annually  supplied  to  each  of  the  frontier  posts,  according 
to  the  best  information  to  which  I  have  access  at  present,  does  not  exceed  twenty  gallons. 
A  small  portion  of  this  not  ^  ery  extravagant  supply,  rendered  harmless  by  dilution,  is  given 
to  the  Indians  as  a  "  regale  "  when  they  bring  the  produce  of  their  hunts  to  the  station,  in 
conformity  with  a  custom  of  long  standing,  which  it  has  been  found  impossible  to  discontinue 
without  altogether  abandoning  the  fur  trade  in  a  large  district  of  country.  Whether  this 
can  endanger  the  peace  of  the  frontier,  I  leave  your  Lordship  to  judge. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to  say  that  spirits  are  not  used,  and  that  in  large  quantitiee, 
in  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  well  aware 
that  an  illicit  traffic  in  furs  is  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  within  the  Company's  territories 
by  persons  residing,  some  at  Red  River  Settlement,  and  others  at  Pembina,  within  the 
American  frontier ;  that  the  article  chiefly  used  by  those  persons  in  this  traffic  is  spirits,  and 
that  the  furs  so  procured  invariably  find  their  way  to  the  fur-traders  at  St.  Peter's.  This  is 
the  evil  which  endangers  the  peace  of  the  frontier,  if  it  be  endangered,  and  which  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  using  every  means  in  their  power  to  suppress ;  but  their  efforts 
towards  this  end  have  been  in  a  great  measure  neutralised  by  the  encouragement  given  to 
it  from  the  American  side  of  the  border. 

The  American  Government,  I  am  aware,  has  established  stringent  regulations  against  the 
use  of  spirits  in  the  Indian  trade,  but  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  those  regulations  are 
evaded,  and  that  spirits  are  even  clandestinely  introduced  into  the  Company's  territories  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  In  a  country  situated  as  these  frontier  districts  are,  it  is  not 
an  easy  matter  to  give  effect  to  regulations  or  laws,  to  the  breach  of  which  there  is  so  strong 
a  temptation  in  the  gain  to  which  it  leads ;  but  I  can  confidently  assure  your  Lordship  of 
the  readiness  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  use  the  most  strenuous  exertions  to  carry 
out  any  measures  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  may  agree  upon  as  best  adapted  to  repress  the  evil  in  question. 

I  am  not  sorry,  my  Lord,  that  this  subject  has  been  brought  under  your  Lordship's  notice, 
as  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  correcting  the  erroneous  statements  which  have  been 
made  in  Parliament,  and  promulgated  through  the  press,  respecting  the  quantities  of  spirits 
imported  into  their  territories  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Your  Lordship  will  probably  be  surprised  when  I  inform  you  that,  from  the  year  1842  to 
1849  inclusive,  the  average  quantity  annually  imported  by  the  Company  into  the  whole  of 
the  territories  under  their  control,  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  Kocky  Mountains,  is  only 

4,396  i 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.       371 

4,396^  gallons ;  a  quantity  which,  if  distributed  only  to  the  men  employed  in  the  service    Appendix,  No.  3. 
in  daily  allowances,  would  amount  to  less  than  two  table-spoonfuls  to  each  man.     It  is  to  — — 

be  observed,  too,  that  out  of  the  above-mentioned  quantity  the  troops  stationed  at  Red 
Eiver  Settlement  in  1846,  1847,  and  1848  (whose  consumption  in  daily  rations  alone  was 
upwards  of  4,500  gallons)  had  to  be  supplied,  and  also  the  corps  of  pensioners  who  suc- 
ceeded them.  There  cannot,  therefore,  have  been  much  left  for  the  demoralisation  of  the 
natives. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  N.  Felly. 


DEED  of  Land  to  Joseph  Monkman,  12th  day  of  March  1844. 


THIS  INDENTURE,  made  the  Twelfth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  Eight  hundred  and  Forty-four,  between  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Adven- 
turers of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  of  the  one  part,  and  Joseph  Monkman,  of 
Bed  Eiver  Settlement,  yeoman,  of  the  other  part. 

Whereas  the  said  Joseph  Monkman  is  desirous  of  becoming  a  settler  upon  the  land 
hereinafter  described    or  intended    so  to  be,  being  certain  part  of  a   territory,  in  North 
America,  belonging  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  held  under  the  Crown  by 
Charter.     Now  thekefoee,  this  indenture  witnesseth,  that,  in  consideration  of  the 
said  Joseph  Monkman  having  derived  right  to  the  title  formerly  held  by  the  late  Michel 
Kilcool  to  the  possession  of  the  lands  hereby  demised,  and  in  consideration  also  of  the 
covenants  hereinafter  contained  on  the  part  of  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  they  the  said 
Governor  and  Company  do  hereby  grant,  demise,  and  lease  unto  the  said  Joseph  Monkman, 
his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns.  All  that  piece  or  parcel  of  land  distinguished 
in  the  survey  of  Bed  Eiver  Settlement  as  No.  142,  and  therein  described,  the  whole  con- 
taining one  hundred  and  twenty-five  statute  acres  or  thereby,  and  well  known  to  the  said 
Joseph  Monkman,  with  the  necessary  appurtenances  thereto.  To  have  and  TO  hold  the 
said  piece  or  parcel  of  land  hereby  demised  or  intended  so  to  be,  and  every  part  thereof, 
with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns,  from  the  day  next  before  the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents,  and  for  and  during 
j^    and  unto  the  full  term  of  one  thousand  years,  thence  next  ensuing ;  yielding  and  paying 
CD    therefore  yearly  and  every  year,  during  the  said  term,  and  upon  the  Michaelmas  day  in 
.    each  yeai-,  the  rent  or  sum  of  three  peppercorns,  the  first  payment  whereof  to  be  made 
'o    upon  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  next  ensuing  the   date  hereof.     And  the  said 
^    Joseph  Monkman,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  hereby  covenant 
I.    and  agree  with  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say.  That 
^    he  the  said  Joseph  Monkman  shall  or  will,  within  forty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  settle 
6    and  establish  himself  or  themselves  and  continue  to  reside  upon  the  said  hereby  demised 
^    land,  and  shall  or  will,  within  five  years  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  bring,  or  cause  or 
jS  procure  to  be  brought  into  a  state  of  cultivation  one-sixth  part  of  the  said  hereby  demised 
o    land,  and  thenceforth  continue  the  same  in    such  state.      And   that  he  the  said  Joseph 
pq    Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  or  will  from  time  to  time,  and  at 
rjj    all  times  during  the  said  term,  contribute  in  a  due  proportion  to  the  expense  of  all  public 
gj    establishments,  whether  of  an  ecclesiastical,  civil,   military,   or   other   nature,  including 
^i    therein  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  the  building  and  endowment  of  schools,  which  are  or 
•rjr.  shall  or  may  be  formed  under  the  authority  of  the  charter  or  charters  hereinbefore  referred  to. 

«    And  also  that  he  or  they,  at  proper  seasons  in  every  year,  and  in  or  towards  the  making 
W         ^  •  •         -        -  -         ,   .  .  ,  ..       ,  


o 


and  repairing  of  such  roads  and  highways  as  lie  within  two  miles  from  the  said  hereby 
demised  premises,  shall  and  will  employ  himself  or  themselves,  and  his  or  their  servants, 
horses,  cattle,  carts,  and  carriages,  and  other  necessary  things  for  that  purpose,  where  and 
when  required  so  to  do  by  the  surveyor  or  overseer  for  the  time  being,  appointed  for  the 
making  and  amending  public  roads,  bridges  and  highways,  within  such  limit  as  aforesaid ; 
Z  such  requisition,  nevertheless,  in  point  of  time  not  to  exceed  six  days  in  each  year, 
-g  computed  day  by  day,  and  from  Michaelmas  to  Michaelmas ;  and  shall  or  will  use  his 
^  or  their  endeavours  for  the  benefit  and  support  of  the  clergyman  to  whom  or  whose 
communion  he  or  they  shall  belong,  by  employing  himself,  or  themselves,  and  his  or  their 
servants,,  horses,  cattle,  carts  and  carriages,  and  other  things  necessary  for  the  purpose, 
not  exceeding  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  days  in  the  spring,  and  three  days  in  the 
autumn  of  each  year,  and  in  every  other  respect,  when  and  whereby  the  said  clergyman 
shall  appoint.  And  also  that  he  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns,  shall  not  nor  will,  without  the  license  or  consent  of  the  said  Governor  and 
Company  for  that  purpose  first  obtained,  carry  on  or  establish,  or  attempt  to  carry  on  or 
establish  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  any  trade  or  traffic  in  or  relating  to  any  kind  of 
skins,  furs,  or  peltry,  nor  dressed  leather,  nor  in  any  manner  directly  or  indirectly  aid  or 
abet  any  person  or  persons  in  carrying  on  such  trade  or  traffic ;  nor  shall  nor  will  at  any 
time  or  times  during  the  said  term,  distil  or  cause  or  procure  to  be  distilled,  sprituous 
liquors  of  any  nature  or  kind  soever  either  upon  the  land  hereby  demised,  or  within  any 
other  part  of  the  territories  belonging  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  North  America, 
nor  during  the  said  term,  knowingly  suiFer  or  permit  any  other  person  or  persons  whom- 
0.24 — Sess.  2.  3  A  2  soever. 
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Appendix,  No.  3.    soever,  to  distil  any  such  liquors  upon  the  said  demised  land,  or  any  part  thereof.     Ani> 

■■ also  that  he  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  shall  not 

nor  will  at  any  time  export  beyond  the  territories  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  any 
effects,  being  the  produce  of  the  said  land,  or  acquired  by  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  within  the  territories  of  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  intended  to  be  exported  by  him  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  admi- 
nistrators and  assigns,  other  than  and  except  at  Port  Nelson  (one  of  the  ports  belonging  to 
the  said  Company),  and  in  ships  or  vessels  or  in  a  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  or  in  the 
service  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  to  be  conveyed  to  the  port  of  London,  and  there 
to  be  lodged  and  deposited  in  some  or  one  of  the  warehouses  belonging  to  or  used  for  that 
purpose  by  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  with  power  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the 
same  effects  on  the  account  of  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  and 
assigns.     And  also  shall  not  nor  will  import  any  goods  or  effects  into  the  territories  of  the 
said  Governor  and  Company  in  North  America,  or  any  part  thereof,  other  than  and  except 
from  the  said  port  of  London,  and  through  some  or  one  of  the  warehouses  belonging  to  or 
Used  by  the  said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  warehousing  of  goods  in  the  said  port  of 
London,  and  other  than  and  except  in  a  vessel  or  vessels,  ship  or  ships  belonging  to  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  or  in  their  service.     And  also  that  he  or  they  shall  or  will 
pay  and  allow  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in   respect  of  all   such  produce,  goods 
and  commodities,  whether  exported  or  imported,  all  charges  as  and  for  and  in  the  nature 
of  gaugage,  wharfage,  warehouse-room,  and  commission   for  sale,  which  shall  be  or  con- 
stitute the  average  or  ordinary  price  or  prices  in  similar  cases,  together  with  such  charge  for 
freightage  as  shall  at  the  time  or  respective  times  be  fair  and  reasonable ;  and  shall  and 
will  allow,  or  pay  as  in  the  nature  of  a  custom  or  duty,  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  pounds, 
for  and  upon  every  one  hundred  pounds  in  value  or  amount  of  the  produce,  goods  and 
commodities  which  shall  or  may  be  conveyed  to  or  from  Port  Nelson  from  or  to  the  port 
of  London  as  aforesaid,  and  so  in  proportion  for  a  less  quantity  in  value  or  in  amount  than 
one   hundred  pounds,  unless  the  same  kind  of  produce,  goods,  and  commodities  shall  be 
subject  to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  on  importation  at  Quebec,  and  then  in  cases  of  importation. 
That  he  or  they  shall  and  will  pay  and  allow  unto  the   said   Governor  and  Company  sums 
at  and  after  the  same  rate  as  shall  be  paid  or  payable  at  Quebec,  such  value  or  amount  to 
be  from  time  to  time  fixed  and  ascertained  in  all  cases  of  import  by  and  upon  the  actual  and 
honafide  invoice  prices,  and  in  all  cases  of  export  by  the  net  proceeds  of  sales  at  London 
aforesaid.     And  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  and  adminis- 
trators, doth  hereby  further  covenant  with  the  said  Governor  and  Conipany,  and  their  suc- 
cessors, that  he  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  will 
use  his  and  their  best  endeavours  to  maintain  the  defence  and  internal  peace  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  North  America,  and  shall  and  will  be  charge- 
able therewith  according  to  such  laws  and  regulations  as  are  now  in  force  in  respect  of  the 
same  territories,  or  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  competent  authority ;  and  also 
that  he  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  not,  nor 
will  at  anj'  time  or  times   during  the  said  term,  or  by  any  direct   or  indirect,  mediate  or 
immediate  manner,  ways,  or  means,  infringe  or  violate,  or  set  about  or  attempt  to  infringe 
or  violate,  or  aid,  assist,  or  abet,  or  set  about  or  attempt  to   aid,  assist,  or  abet,  or  supply 
with  spirituous  liquors,  trading  goods,  provisions  or  other  necessaries,  any  person  or  per- 
sons whomsoever,  corporate  or  incorporate,  or  any  prince,  power,  potentate,  or  state  what- 
soever, who   shall  infringe  or  violate,  or  who  shall  set  about  or   attempt  to   infringe   or 
violate  the  exclusive  rights,  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  commerce,  trade,  and 
traffic,  or  all  or  any  other  of  the  exclusive  rights,  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  or 
belonging  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  to,  or  held,  used,  or  enjoyed  by  the  said  Governor  and 
Company  and  their  successors  under  their  charter  or  charters,  without  the  license  or  consent  of 
the  said  Governor  and  Company  and  their  successors  for  the  time  being  first  had  and  obtained. 
And  lastly,  that  he  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  shall 
not  nor  will,  at  any  time  during  the  said  term,  under-let,  or  assign,  or  otherwise  alienate,  or  dis- 
pose, or  part  with,  the  actual  possession  of  the  said  land  hereby  dem'sed,  or  any  part  thereof, 
for  all  or  any  part  of  the  said  term,  or  any  interest  derived  under  the  same,  without  the  consent 
in  writing  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  time  being  first  had  and  obtained. 
And  also  that  he  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,    or  assigns, 
shall  or  will,  within  six  calendar  months  from  the  date  hereof,  as  to  these  presents,  and 
within  six  calendar  months  from  the  date  of  each  respective  assignment  or  under-lease,  to 
be  made  under  or  through  these  presents;  and  with  respect  to  each  such  assignment  and 
under-lease  respectively,  cause  these  presents  and  every  such  assignment  or  under-lease, 
when  made,  to  be  registered  in  the  register  of  the  said  territories  in  North  America,  or  of 
the  district  in  Avhich  the  said  hereby  demised    land  shall  be  situate,  and  wherever  such 
register  shall  be  kept  at  the  time.     Provided  always,   nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby 
declared  and  agreed,  that  if  the  said  Joseph  Monkman,  his  executors,  administrators,  or 
xissigns,  shall  not  in  all  things  well  and  truly  observe  and  perform  all  and  every  the  cove- 
nants and  agreements  herein  contained,  on  his  and  their  behalf  to  be  observed  and  performed, 
then,  and  in  either  of  such  cases,  and  either  upon  or  after  the  first  breach,  or  any  subsequent 
breach  or  breaches  of  covenant,  and  as  to  any  s\ibsequent  breach  or  breaches,  notwithstand- 
ing there  may  have  been  any  waiver  or  waivers,  or  supposed  waiver  or  waivers  thereof,  by 
the  acceptance  of  rent  or  otherwise,  it  sliall  or  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  and  their  successors    or   assigns,   to  enter  into  and  upon  the  said  hereby 
demised  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  thereof,  and  to  have,  hold, 

retain. 
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retain,  and  enjoy  the  same  as  in  their  former  state,  and  also  to  put  an  end  to  and  deter-    Appendix,  No.  3. 

mine  the  same  term  of  one  thousand  years,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  then  unexpired,  

and  all  and  every  person  or  persons  then  occupying  the  same  premises,  or  claiming  title 
thereto,  to  put  out  and  amove,  anything  hereinbefore  contained  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 


For  the  Governor  and  Company  aforesaid. 

Dun.  Finlayseon,  Governor  of  Assiniboin. 
Joseph  Monhman.     (L.  S.) 


(L.  S.) 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  in  the  presence  of 
George  Taylor,  of  Red  River  Settlement,  Surveyor, 
and  John  Black,  of  the  same  place.  Clerk  in  the 
service  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company. 


George  Taylor,  Witness. 
John  Black,  Witness. 


Appendix,  No.  4. 


PAPERS  furnished  by  the  Rev.  G.  O.  Corbett,  and  referred  to  in  Question  3773  of  his 

Evidence,  5  March  1857. 


EXTRACT  from  Minutes  of  Meeting  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Rupei  fs  Land, 
held  at  Red  River  Settlement,  10  June  1845. 

Resolved,  1.  That,  once  in  every  year,  any  British  subject,  if  an  actual  resident,  and  not    Appendix,  No.  4. 
ra  fur  trafficker,  may  import,  whether  from  London  or  from  St.  Peter's,  stores  free  of  any  duty  — ~~ 

now  about  to  be  imposed,  on  declaring  truly  that  he  has  imported  them  at  his  own  risk. 

2.  That,  once  in  every  year,  any  British  subject,  if  quaUfied  as  before,  may  exempt 
from  duty,  as  before,  imports  of  the  local  value  of  ten  pounds,  on  declaring  truly  that  they 
are  intended  exclusively  to  be  used  by  himself  within  Red  River  Settlement,  and  have  been 
purchased  with  certain  specified  productions  or  manufactures  of  the  aforesaid  settlement, 
•exported  in  the  same  season  or  by  the  latest  vessel  at  his  own  risk. 

3.  That,  once  in  every  year,  any  British  subject,  if  qualified  as  before,  who  may  have 
personally  accompanied  both  his  exports  and  imports,  as  defined  in  the  preceding  Resolution, 
may  exempt  from  duty,  as  before,  imports  of  the  local  value  of  50  /.,  on  declaring  truly 
that  they  are  either  to  be  consumed  by  himself,  or  to  be  sold  by  himself  to  actual  consumers 
within  the  aforesaid  settlement,  and  have  been  purchased  with  certain  specified  productions 
or  manufactures  of  the  settlement,  carried  away  by  himself  in  the  same  season  or  by  the 
latest  vessel  at  his  own  risk. 

4.  That  all  other  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  for  the  aforesaid  settlement,  shall, 
.before  delivery,  pay  at  York  Factory  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  their  prime  cost,  provided, 
however,  that  the  Governor  of  the  settlement  be  hereby  authorised  to  exempt  from  the 
same  all  such  importers  as  may,  from  year  to  year,  be  feasonably  believed  by  him  to  have 

.neither  trafficked  in  furs  themselves  since  the  8th  day  of  December  1844,  nor  enabled  others 
io  do  so  by  illegally  or  improperly  supplying  them  with  trading  articles  of  any  description. 

5.  That  all  other  imports  from  any  part  of  the  United  States  shall  pay  all  duties 
^payable  under  the  provisions  of  5  &  6  Vict.  c.  49,  the  imperial  statute  for  regulating  the 
..foreign  trade  of  the  British  possessions  in  North  America ;  provided,  however,  that  the 

Governor-in-Chief,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  President  of  the  Council,  may  so  modify  tlie 
machinery  of  the  said  Act  of  Parliament  as  to  adapt  the  same  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  country. 

7.  That  henceforward  no  goods  shall  be  delivered  at  York  Factory  to  any  but  persons 
•duly  licensed  to  freight  the  same,  such  licenses  being  given  only  in  those  cases  in  which  no 
ifur  trafficker  may  have  any  interest,  direct  or  indirect. 

8.  That  any  intoxicating  drink,  if  found  in  a  fur  trafficker's  possession,  beyond  the  limits 
.  of  the  aforesaid  settlement,  may  be  seized  and  destroyed  by  any  person  on  the  spot. 

Whereas  the  intervention  of  middlemen  is  alike  injurious  to  the  Honourable  Company 
and  to  the  people ;  it  is  Resolved, 

9.  That  henceforward  furs  shall  be  purchased  from  none  but  the  actual  hunters  of  the 
same. 

Fort  Garry,  10  July  1845. 
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Appendix,  No,  5.      COPY  of  the  Lettek  addressed  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Draper  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary 
'  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  bearing  date  6th  May  1857,  together  with  a   Copy  of  the 

Memorandum  therein  referred  to. 

Sir,  33,  Spring-gardens,  6  May  1857. 

In  the  last  interview  with  which  you  favoured  me,  I  took  occasion  to  advert  to  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary  between  Canada  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  as  one  which  required 
to  be  settled  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  many  other  very  important  inquiries  involved  in  the 
matters  submitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  last  House  of  Commons,  and,  as  I  understood,  to 
be  again  submitted  to  the  new  Parhament. 

I  alluded  to  the  dilBference  between  the  views  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as  expressed 
in  former  times,  and  those  which  are  now,  and  have  been  within  the  last  forty  years, 
advanced  by  them  on  this  point ;  and  I  stated  my  readiness  to  submit  a  memorandum  to  you 
in  relation  thereto,  which  you  were  pleased  to  signify  your  readiness  to  receive  and  consider. 

That  memorandum  I  have  now  the  honou.r  to  enclose.  As  the  construction  of  the  lan- 
guage of  the  charter,  and  the  extent  of  the  territory  purporting  to  be  granted  are  involved, 
it  may  be  considered  desirable  that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee 
of  the  Privy  Council.  In  this  event,  I  venture  to  request,  that  counsel  on  the  part  of  the 
Province  may  be  permitted  to  attend  to  watch  the  argument,  and,  if  it  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, that  they  may  be  heard  in  support  of  those  views  which  more  immediately  affect  the 
interests  of  Canada, 

I  have  suggested  a  reference  to  the  Judicial  Committee,  because  I  think  its  opinion 
would  command  the  ready  acquiescence  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  as  to  their  legal  rights, 
and  because  I  believe  they  entertain  a  very  strong  opinion  that  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  territory  occupied  or  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  will  be  found  to  lie  within 
the  projjer  limits  of  that  Province. 

Whether  it  would  be  desirable  to  sever  this  from  the  more  general  question  of  the  legality 
and  validity  of  the  charter.  Is  a  matter  I  should  desire  to  leave  for  your  consideration,  but  In 
any  event  I  think  it  expedient  that  counsel  should  be  permitted  to  attend  to  watch  the 
interests  of  the  Province. 

I  have,  &c. 

The  Eight  Hon.  H.  Labouchere,  (signed)  Wm.  H.  Draper. 

&c,     &c.     &c. 


Memorandii:\[  enclosed  in  Chief  Justice  Draper's,  Letter  of  May  6th,  to  the  Secretary 

,  of  State. 

It  is  not  proposed  at  present  to  discuss  the  validity  of  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company.  A  careful  perusal  of  it  will  suggest  many  doubts  whether  It  be  not  altogether 
void.  But  assuming  that  It  may  be  sustainable  for  every  or  for  any  of  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  intended,  and  for  the  moment  conceding  that  the  Indefinite  description  of  the 
teriitory  purporting  to  be  granted  does  not  vitiate  the  grant,  there  is  a  question  as  to  the 
jlmits  of  that  territory  In  which  the  province  of  Canada  is  deeply  Interested. 

The  parts  of  the  charter  bearing  on  this  question  are  as  follow  : — 

1.  "  All  the  lands  and  territories  upon  the  countries,  coasts,  and  confines  of  the  seas, 
bays,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks,  and  sounds  aforesaid "  (stated  in  a  preceding  part  to  be  those 
which  lie  within  the  entrance  of  the  straits  commonly  called  Hudson's  Straits,  in  what- 
soever latitude  such  bays,  &c.,  should  be),  "  that  are  not  already  actually  possessed  bj-  or 
granted  to  any  of  our  subjects,  or  possessed  by  the  subjects  of  any  other  Christian  prince  or 
state,  with  the  fishing  of  all  sorts  of  fish,  whales,  sturgeons,  and  all  other  royal  fishes  in  the 
seas,  bays,  inlets  and  rivers  within  the  premises ;  and  the  fish  therein  taken,  together  with 
the  royalty  of  the  sea  upon  the  coasts  Avithin  the  limits  aforesaid,  and  all  mines  royal,  as 
well  discovered  as  not  discovered,  of  gold,  silver,  gems,  and  precious  stones,  to  be  found  or 
discovered  within  the  territories,  limils  and  places  aforesaid ;  and  that  the  said  land  be  from 
henceforth  reckoned  and  reputed  as  one  of  our  plantations  or  colonies  In  America,  called 
Ilui)ert's  Land :  And,  further,  we  do  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
make,  create,  and  constitute  the  said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  time  being,  and  their 
successors,  the  true  and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors  of  the  same  territory,  limits,  and 
places  aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  the  premises]  hereby  granted  as  aforesaid,  with  their  and 

every 
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every  of  their  rights,  members,  jurisdictions,  prerogatives,  royalties,   and  appurtenances    Appendix,  No.  5. 

•whatsoever,  to  them  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors  for  ever,  to  be  

holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  of  our  manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  our  county  of 
Kent,  in  free  and  common  soccage." 

And,  2.  "  And  furthermore,  we  do  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company  and 
their  successors,  that  they  and  their  successors,  and  their  factors,  servants,  and  agents,  for 
them  and  on  their  behalf,  and  not  otherwise,  shall  for  ever  hereafter  have,  use,  and  enjoy, 
not  only  the  whole,  entire,  and  only  trade  and  traffic,  and  the  whole,  entire,  and  only 
liberty,  use,  and  privilege  of  trading  and  trafficking  to  and  from  the  territory,  limits,  and 
places  aforesaid,  but  also  the  whole  and  entire  trade  and  traffic  to  and  from  all  havens,  bays, 
creeks,  rivers,  lakes,  and  seas  into  which  they  shall  find  entrance  or  passage,  by  water  or 
land,  out  of  the  territories,  limits  or  places  aforesaid,  and  to  and  with  all  the  natives  and 
people  inhabiting  within  the  tei-ritories,  limits,  and  places  aforesaid,  and  to  and  with  all 
other  nations  inhabiting  any  of  the  coasts  adjacent  to  the  said  territories,  limits,  and  places 
which  are  not  granted  to  any  of  our  subjects." 

Prior  to  this  charter,  there  was  little  or  nothing  done  within  Hudson's  Bay  in  the  way 
of  taking  any  actual  possession  of  the  territory  granted.  The  bay  had  been  discovered, 
several  ships  from  time  to  time  had  entered  it,  and  probably  some  interchange  of  com- 
modities with  the  Indians  had  taken  place  while  the  vessels  remained  within  the  straits  ; 
but  nothing  whatever  was  known  of  the  interior.  Charles  the  Second  claimed,  for  it  was 
no  more  than  a  claim,  all  the  territory  which  the  discovery  of  the  straits  and  bay  could 
confer  on  the  British  Crown.  The  French  Crown  in  like  manner  had  claimed,  by  reason 
of  their  actual  settlement  of  Canada,  and  of  their  progressive  discoveries  and  trade,  not 
only  all  the  western  territory,  including  that  now  in  dispute,  but  even  the  bay  of  the 
north,  and  thence  to  the  Pole  ;  but  neither  French  nor  English  had,  in  1670,  actually  pene- 
trated, so  far  as  appears,  within  many  hundred  miles  of  the  Red  River. 

The  settlements  made  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  were  at  first  confined  to  those  on 
the  shores  of  James  Bay,  and  at  the  Churchill  and  Hayes  Rivers.  Henley  House,  which 
is  about  150  miles  up  the  Albany  River,  wa^  not  erected  before  the  year  1740.  The 
Company  afterwards  erected  I'ort  Nelson,  which  is  laid  down  on  the  maps  at  about  200 
or  230  mUes  from  the  mouth  of  Churchill  River,  and  the  fort  at  Split  Lake,  which  is 
represented  as  about  140  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nelson  River.  It  is  believed  that 
these  two  last-named  forts  are  of  comparatively  modern  erection,  but  that,  at  all  events,  for 
more  than  a  century  after  the  date  of  the  charter,  these,  together  with  the  forts  on  or  near 
the  shores  of  the  bays,  were  the  only  settled  posts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

This  throws  some  light  Upon  the  view,  which  the  Company  practically  adopted,  of  the 
extent  of  their  territories. 

In  many  written  documents  they  treat  Hudson's  Straits  and  Bay  as  the  governing  and 
principal  matter,  in  reference  to  or  for  the  purpose  of  securing  which,  the  grant  of  territory 
was  made  to  them. 

In  a  petition  addressed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  Charles  the  Second  in  1682,  they 
say  that  his  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  to  incorporate  them,  and  to  grant  to  them  for 
ever  all  the  said  bay,  and  the  straits  leading  thereunto,  called  Hudson's  Straits,  with 
all  the  lands  and  territories,  rivers,  and  islands  in  and  about  the  said  bay,  and  the  sole  trade 
and  commerce  there ;  and,  referring  to  a  letter  of  Monsieur  De  la  Barre,  the  Governor  of 
Canada,  threatening  to  drive  them  out,  they  observe,  they  doubt  not  but  that  by  the  King's 
Royal  authority  and  protection,  they  will  be  enabled  to  defend  his  undoubted  right  and 
their  own  within  the  bay,  "  wherein  never  any  nation  but  the  subjects  of  your  Imperial 
Crown  has  made  discoveries  or  had  any  commerce." 

In  a  letter,  dated  25  January  1796-7,  they  urge,  "whenever  there  be  a  treaty  of  peace 
between  the  Crowns  of  England  and  France,  that  the  French  may  not  travel  or  drive  any 
trade  beyond  the  midway  betwixt  Canada  and  Albany  Fort,  which  we  reckon  to  be  within 
the  bounds  of  our  charter." 

In  1698,  in  a  letter  written  by  their  deputy-governor  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
Trade,  they  repeat  the  same  desire. 

In  a  memorial,  dated  in  June  1699,  they  represent  the  charter  as  constituting  them  the 
true  and  absolute  proprietors  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  of  all  the  territories,  limits,  and  places 
thereto  belonging.  They  further  set  forth  the  attacks  made  in  1682  and  1686  by  the 
French  from  Canada,  and  their  applications  for  redress,  and  the  declaration  made  by  James 
the  Second  that  he,  upon  the  whole  matter,  did  conceive  the  said  Company  well  founded  in 
their  demands,  and  therefore  did  insist  upon  his  own  right  and  the  right  of  his  subjects  to 
the  whole  Bay  and  Straits  of  Hudson,  and  to  the  sole  trade  thereof;  and  they  pray  the 
then  King,  William  the  Third,  to  insist  upon  the  inherent  right  of  the  Crown  of  England 
and  the  property  of  his  subjects  not  to  be  alienated,  that  so  considerable  a  trade  might  not 
be  lost,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  "  be  left  the  only  mourners  "  in  the  peace  of 
Ryswick. 

At  this  time  all  their  forts  but  one  (Albany  Fort)  had  been  taken  by  the  French ;  some 
of  them,  indeed,  while  the  two  Crowns  were  at  peace ;  an  act  of  aggression  specially 
referred  to  by  his  Majesty  in  the  declaration  of  war  in  1689. 

In  January  1700,  being  called  upon  by  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  they  offered 
proposals  for  limits  between  them  and  the  French  in  Hudson's  Bay,  insisting  at  the  same 
time  upon  their  undoubted  right  "to  the  whole  Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudson."  The  proposed 
limits  were,  to  confine  the  French  from  trading  or  building  any  house,  factory,  or  fort,  to 
the  northward  of  Albany  River,  situate  in  about  53°  of  north  latitude  on  the  west  main 
0.24 — Sess.  2.  3  A  4  coast. 
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Appendix,  No,  5.    coast,  or  to  the  northward  of  Rupert's  River,  on  the  east  main  or  coast  of  the  bay,  binding 

■  themselves  not  to  trade  or  build  any  house,  factory,  or  fort  to  the  southward  of  these  two 

rivers  "  on  any  ground  belonging  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company."  They  urged  that  these 
limits  should  be  settled ;  stating,  that  if  the  French  refused,  they  must  insist  upon  their 
prior  and  undoubted  right  to  the  whole  Bay  and  Straits  of  Hudson,  which,  they  observed, 
the  French  never  yet  would  strictly  dispute  or  suffer  to  be  examined  into,  though  the  first 
step  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ryswiek  directs  the  doing  of  it.  These  limits 
would  have  given  the  French  access  to  the  bay  by  the  Moose  River. 

The  French  ambassador  did,  however,  in  March  1698-9,  set  forth  the  claims  of  his 
sovereign  in  a  long  answer  to  the  English  memorial,  among  other  things,  observing  that 
the  different  authors  who  have  written  about  Canada  or  New  France,  gave  it  no  limits 
northwards,  and  that  it  appeared  by  all  the  grants  or  letters  of  corporation  made  at  several 
times  by  the  kings  of  France  to  the  companies  settled  in  New  France,  and  particularly  in 
1628,  that  all  the  Bay  of  the  North  is  comprehended  in  the  limits  mentioned  by  the  said 
grants.* 

He  also  further  suggested,  that  if  the  English  had  had  any  knowledge  of  the  bay,  or  any 
claim  thereto,  they  would  not  have  failed  to  have  insisted  on  it,  and  expressly  to  mention  it 
in  the  treaty  of  1632  (that  of  St.  Germain  en  Laye)  when  they  restored  to  the  French 
New  France.  Admitting  that  the  French  neither  then  nor  for  a  long  time  afterwards  had 
any  forts  on  the  coasts  of  the  bay,  he  explains  it  by  saying,  that  being  masters  of  the 
inland  country,  the  savages,  with  whom  they  had  a  continual  trade,  brought  their  furs  over 
lakes  and  rivers. 

In  April  1714,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  thank  the  Queen  "  for  the  great  care  your 
Majesty  has  taken  for  them  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  whereby  the  French  are  obliged  to 
restore  the  whole  Bay  and  Streights  of  Hudson ;  the  undoubted  right  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain." 

In  August  1714,  in  reference  to  the  same  treaty,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  proposed 
that  the  limits  between  the  English  and  French  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  should  commence 
from  the  island  called  Grimmington's  Island  or  Cape  Perdrix,  in  the  latitude  of  58  J*  N., 
which  they  desire  may  be  the  boundary  between  the  French  and  English  on  the  coast  of 
Labrador;  and  that  a  line  be  drawn  south-westerly,  to  pass  through  the  centre  of  Lake  Mis- 
tassinnie ;  and  from  that  lake  a  line  to  run  south-westward  into  49°  north  latitude  ;  and 
that  such  latitude  be  the  limit,  that  the  French  do  not  come  to  the  north  nor  the  English  to 
the  south  of  it. 

In  another  paper  of  about  the  same  period,  they  give  the  following  account  of  the  motives 
which  induced  the  formation  of  the  Company :  "  It  was,  therefore,  after  the  happy  restoration 
of  King  Charles  II.  that  trade  and  commerce  began  to  revive,  and  in  particular  that  some 
noblemen  and  other  public-spirited  Englishmen,  not  unmindful  of  the  discovery  and  rioht 
of  the  Crown  to  those  parts  in  America,  designed  at  their  own  charge  to  adventure  the 
establishing  of  a  regular  and  constant  trade  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  to  settle  forts  and  fac- 
tories there,  whereby  to  invite  the  Indian  nations  (who  lived  like  savages  many  hundred 
leagues  up  in  the  country)  down  to  their  factories." 

In  August  1719  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  acknowledges  the  surrender  by  the  French 
of  the  straits  and  bay,  in  such  manner  that  they  had  nothing  to  object  or  desire  further  on 
that  head.  But  they  urged  the  settlement  of  the  limits  between  the  English  and  French 
territories  without  delay,  since  the  French  subsequently  to  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  (in 
1715)  made  a  settlement  at  the  head  of  Albany  River,  upon  which  the  Company's  principal 
factory  was  settled,  whereby  they  interrupted  the  Indian  trade  from  coming  to  the  Com- 
pany's factories.  It  was  therefore  proposed  and  desired,  "  that  a  boundary  or  dividend  line 
may  be  drawn  so  as  to  exclude  the  French  from  coming  anywhere  to  the  northward  of  the 
latitude  of  49",  except  on  the  coast  of  Labrador ;  unless  this  be  done,  the  Company's  fac- 
tories at  the  bottom  of  Hudson's  Bay  cannot  be  secure,  or  their  trade  preserved." 

In  all  the  foregoing  documents  it  will  be  observed,  that  whether  upon  the  peace  of 
Ryswiek,  when  English  affairs  looked  gloomy  and  those  of  France  were  in  the  ascendant, 
or  after  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  when  the  power  of  France  was  broken,  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  sought  to  have  the  boundary  between  the  territories  they  claimed  and  those 
forming  part  of  Canada,  settled  by  some  defined  and  positive  line  which  was  to  be  the  result 
of  negotiation,  not  then  pretending  that  there  was  anything  in  their  charter  which  oave 
them  a  rule  by  which  they  could  insist  that  the  extent  of  their  territories  to  the  southward 
should  be  ascertained. 

Even  in  October  1750,  they  entertained  the  same  views,  while  at  that  time  they  were 
pushing  their  pretensions,  both  to  the  northward  and  westward,  to  the  utmost  limits.  Thev 
state  that  the  limits  of  the  lands  and  countries  lying  round  the  bay,  comprised,  as  they  con- 
ceived, within  their  grant,  were  as  follow :  AU  the  land  lying  on  the  east  side  or  coast 
of  the  said  bay,  eastward  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Davis'  Straits,  and  the  line  hereafter 

mentioned 


*  L'Escarbot  describes  Canada  at  the  period  of  the  appointment  of  Be  la  Roche  in  1698,  thus— "Ainsi 
notre  Nouvelle  France  a  pour  limites  du  c6te  d'ouest  les  terres  jusqu'k  la  Mer  Paeifique  au  delil  du 
Tropique  du  Cancer,  au  midi  les  iles  de  la  Mer  Atlantique  du  c6te  de  Cuba  et  I'lle  Espagnole,  au  levant 
la  Mer  du  Nord  qui  baigne  la  Nouvelle  France ;  et  au  septentrion  cette  terre  qui  est  dite  ineonnue 
vers  la  Mer  Glacee  jusqu'il  la  Pole  Arctique." 
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towards  the  north,  all  the  lands  that  lie  on  "  the  north  end,  or  on  the  north  side,  or  coast,  

of  the  said  bay,  and  extending  from  the  bay  northwards  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  lands 
there  towards  the  North  Pole ;  but  where  or  how  these  lands  terminate,  is  at  present 
unknown.  And  towards  the  west,  all  the  lands  that  lie  on  the  west  side  or  coast  of  the 
said  bay,  and  extending  from  the  bay  westward  to  the  utmost  limits  of  those  lands,  but 
Avhere  or  how  those  lands  terminate  to  the  westward  is  also  unknown,  though  probably  it 
will  be  found  they  terminate  on  the  Great  South  Sea.  And  towards  the  south,  all  the  lands 
that  lie  on  the  south  end,  or  south  side  of  the  coast  of  the  said  bay,  the  extent  ofwhich 
lands  to  the  south  to  be  limited  and  divided  from  the  places  appertaining  to  the  French  in 
those  parts  by  a  line,"  &c.,  describing  the  line  from  Cape  Perdrix  to  the  49th  parallel,  and 
along  that  parallel  westward,  as  in  their  proposals  of  August  1719,  excepting  that  they 
state  the  starting  point  to  be  in  latitude  59 1  N.  They  add,  with  regard  to  this  boundary, 
that,  "  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible,  any  just  grounds  for  differing  with  the  French  in 
agreeing  on  those  boundaries  which  lie  nearest  their  settlements,  it  is  laid  down  so  as  to 
leave  the  French  in  possession  of  as  much,  or  more  land  than  they  can  make  any  just 
pretensions  to ;  and  at  the  same  time  leaves  your  memorialists  but  a  very  small  district 
of  land  from  the  south  end  of  the  said  bay  necessary  for  a  frontier."  It  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  this  line  would  have  given  to  France  the  southerly  portion  of  the  Lake  of  the 
"Woods,  Rainy  River,  and  Rainy  Lake,  which  are  now  claimed  as  within  the  Company's 
territories. 

The  foregoing  extracts  are  deemed  sufficient  to  establish  that  the  Company  considered 
their  territorial  rights  in  reference  to  their  connexion  with  and  proximity  to  Hudson's  Bay 
itself,  where  they  had  planted  their  factories  and  desired  to  attraqj-,  the  Indian  trade.  They 
certainly  show  that  neither  after  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  nor  that  of  Utrecht,  when  they 
stated  the  boundaries,  they  were  either  willing  to  submit  to  or  were  desirous  of  obtaining  • 
nor  yet  in  1750,  when  they  set  forth  what  tliey  thought  themselves  entitled  to  claim  under 
their  charter,  did  they  ever  think  of  asserting  a  right  to  all  the  countries  the  waters  of 
which  flow  into  Hudson's  Bay.  Their  claims  to  lands  lying  both  northward  and  westward 
of  the  bay  are  entirely  at  variance  with  any  such  idea.  Sir  J.  Pelly,  before  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  in  March  1837,  seems  to  have  adhered  to  the  views  expressed 
in  1750,  when  he  said,  "  the  power  of  the  Company  extends  all  the  way  from  the  boun- 
daries of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  away  to  the  North  Pole,  as  far  as  the  land  o-oes  and 
from  the  Labrador  coast  all  the  way  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,"  though  he  afterwards  explains 
that  the  Company  claimed  in  fee-simple  all  the  lands  the  waters  from  which  ran  into 
Hudson's  Bay. 

It  is  submitted,  that  if  this  latter  claim  were  well  founded,  the  further  grant  in  the  charter 
of  exclusive  trade  beyond  the  limits  of  the  territories  granted  in  fee-simple,  would  o-ive 
colour  to  the  assertion  of  the  "  power"  of  the  Company  extending  to  the  Pacific ;  assuming 
that  the  word  "  power "  was  used  to  designate  the  exclusive  right  of  trade,  and  not  the 
ownership  of  the  territory.  For  if  the  charter  gives  the  fee-simple  of  the  lands  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  the  Pacific  is  a  "  Sea,"  and  Fraser's  and  M'Kenzie's  are  "  rivers,"  into  which 
"  entry  or  passage  by  Avater  or  land  out  of  the  territories"  actually  granted  may  be  found ; 
though  in  such  case  the  application  for  a  licence  for  the  exclusive  trade  would,  if  tlie  charter 
be  in  this  respect  valid,  have  been  unnecessary. 

The  French  Government,  it  appears,  would  not  agree  to  the  proposal  which  would  have 
limited  them  to  the  49th  parallel.  Colonel  Bladen,  one  of  the  British  Commissioners  under 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  wrote  from  Paris  in  1719  in  reference  thereto,  "  I  already  see  some 
difficulty  in  the  execution  of  this  affair,  there  being  at  least  the  difference  of  two  degrees 
between  the  best  French  maps  and  that  which  the  Company  delivered  us."  No  settlement 
of  the  boundary  could  be  arrived  at. 

If  the  later  claim  of  territorial  limits  had  been  advanced  during  this  negotiation,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  resisted  even  more  strenuously  than  the  effort  to  make 
the  49th  parallel  the  boundary  was,  not  merely  by  contending  that  the  territory  so  claimed 
formed  part  of  Canada,  and  had  been  treated  as  such  by  the  French  long  before  1670,  but 
also  that  the  French  king  had  exercised  an  act  of  disposition  of  them,  of  the  same  nature 
as  that  under  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  claim,  by  making  them  the  subject  of  a 
charter  to  a  company  under  the  Sieur  de  Caen's  name,  and  dfter  tlie  dissolution  of  that 
company  had,  in  1627,  organised  a  new  company,  to  which  he  conceded  the  entire  country 
called  Canada.  And  this  was  before  the  Treaty  of  St.  Germain  en  Laye,  by  which  the 
English  restored  Canada  to  the  French.  In  1663  tliis  company  surrendered  their  charter, 
and  the  king,  by  an  edict  of  March  in  that  year,  established  a  council  for  the  administration 
of  affairs  in  the  colony,  and  nominated  a  governor;  and,  about  1665,  Monsieur  Talon,  the 
intendant  of  Canada,  despatcfied  parties  to  penetrate  into  and  explore  the  country  to  the 
west  and  north-west,  and  in  1671  he  reported  from  Quebec  that  the  "  Sieur  du  Lusson  is 
returned,  after  having  advanced  as  far  as  500  leagues  from  here,  and  planted  the  cross,  and 
set  up  the  king's  arms,  in  presence  of  17  Indians  nations  assembled  on  the  occasion  from  all 
parts,  all  of  whom  voluntarily  submitted  themselves  to  the  dominion  of  his  Majesty,  whom 
alone  they  regard  as  their  sovereign  protector." 

The  French  kept  continually  advancing  forts  and  trading  posts  in  the  country,  which 

they  claimed  to  be  part  of  Canada ;  not  merely  up  the   Saguenay  River  towards  James 

0.24— Sess.  2.  3  B  Bay, 
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Appendix,  No.  5.    ^ajs  but  towards  and  into  the  territory  now  in  question  ;  in  parts  and  places  to  which  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  not  penetrated  when  Canada  was  ceded  to  Great  Britain  in 

1763,  nor  for  many  years  afterwai-ds.*  They  had  posts  at  Lake  St.  Anne,  called  bj'  the 
older  geographers  Alenimipigou  ;  at  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  ;  Lake  Winnipeg,  and  two,  it 
is  believed,  on  the  Saskatchewan,  which  are  referred  to  by  Sir  Alexander  M'Kenzie  in  hij 
account  of  his  discoveries. 

Enough,  it  is  hoped,  has  been  stated  to  show  that  the  limits  of  the  Hudiioa's  Bay  Com- 
pany's territory  are  as  open  to  question  now  as  they  have  ever  been,  and  that  when  called 
upon  to  define  them  in  the  last  century,  they  did  not  advance  the  claim  now  set  up  by 
them ;  and  that  even  when  they  were  defining  the  boundary  which  they  desired  to 
obtain  under  Ihe  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  at  a  period  most  favourable  for  them,  they  desig- 
nated one  inconsistent  with  their  present  pretensions,  and  which,  if  it  had  been  accepted 
by  France,  wovdd  have  left  no  trifling  portion  of  the  territory  as  part  of  the  province  of 
Canada. 

So  far  as  lias  been  ascertained,  the  claim  to  all  the  country  the  waters  of  which  ran  into 
Hudson's  Bay,  Vv-as  not  advanced  until  the  time  that  the  Company  took  the  opinions  of  the 
late  Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  IMessrs.  Cruise,  Holroyd,  Scarlett,  and  Bell.  Without  presuming 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  question  the  high  authority  of  the  eminent  men  above-named,  it 
may  be  observed  that  Sir  Arthur  Pigott,  Serjeant  Spankie,  Sir  Vicary  Gibbs,  Mr.  Bearcroft, 
and  Mr.  (now  Lord)  Brougham  took  a  widely  different  view  of  the  legal  validity  of  tlie 
charter,  as  well  as  regards  the  indefinite  nature  of  the  territorial  grant,  as  in  other  important 
particulars. 

Of  the  very  serious  bearing  of  this  question  on  the  interests  of  Canada,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  By  the  Act  of  1774,  the  province  of  Quebec  is  to  "  extend  westward  to  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  northward  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the  territory  granted  to  the 
merchants  adventurers  of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay." 

And  in  the  division  of  the  Provinces  under  the  statute  of  1791,  the  line  was  declared  to 
run  due  north  from  Lake  Temiscamary  "  to  the  boundary  line  of  Hudson's  Bay ;"  and  the 
Upper  Province  is  declared  to  consist  "  of  or  include  all  that  part  of  Canada  lying  to  the 
westward  and  southward  of  the  said  line." 

The  union  of  the  Provinces  has  given  to  Canada  the  boundaries  which  the  two  separate 
Provinces  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  had;  the  northern  boundary  being  the  territory 
granted  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

It  is  now  becoming  of  infinite  importance  to  the  Province  of  Canada,  to  know  accurately 
where  that  boundary  is.  Plans  for  internal  communication  connected  with  schemes  for 
agricultural  settlements,  and  for  opening  new  fields  for  commercial  enterprise,  are  all,  more 
or  less,  dependent  upon  or  affected  by  this  question;  and  it  is  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment alone  that  the  people  of  Canada  can  look  for  a  solution  of  it.  The  rights  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  whatever  they  may  be,  are  derived  from  the  Crown  ;  the  Province 
of  Canada  has  its  boundaries  assigned  by  the  same  authority ;  and  now  that  it  appears  to 
be  indispensable  that  those  boundaries  should  be  settled,  and  the  true  limits  of  Canada 
ascertained,  it  is  to  Her  ]\Iajestv's  Government  that  the  Province  appeals  to  take  such 
steps  as  in  its  wisdom  are  deemed  fitting  or  necessary,  to  have  this  important  question  set 
at  rest. 
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PAPER  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Draper,  28  May  1857,  relative  to 

Canadian  Boundaries. 


BOUNDARIES. 

On  the  25th  January  1696-7,  not  long  before  tlie  Treaty  of  Ryswick  (which  was  signed 
on  the  20th  September  1697),  the  Hudson  Bay's  Company  expressed  their  "  desire  that 
whenever  thei'e  should  be  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  Crowns  of  England  and  France, 
that  the  French  may  not  travel  or  drive  any  .trade  beyond  the  midway  betwixt  Canada  and 
AJbany  Fort,  which  we  reckon  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  our  charter." 

The  8th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ryswick  shows  that  the  French,  at  that  time,  set  up  a 
claim  of  right  to  Hudson's  Bay,  though  that  claim  was  abandoned  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
and  was  never  set  up  afterwards. 

In 


•  In  the  evidence  given  by  the  honourable  Wra.  M'Gillivray,  on  one  of  the  North-west  trials  at  York 
(now  Toronto),  in  1818,  he  stated  that  there  were  no  Hudson's  Bay  traders  established  in  the  Indian 
country  about  Lake  Winnipeg  or  tlie  Red  River,  for  eight  or  nine  years  after  he  had  been  used  (as  a 
partner  in  the  North-west  Company)  to  trade  in  that  country. 
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In  1687,  James  the  Second  declared  to  the  French  Commissioners  MM.  Barlllon  and  Appendix,  No*  6, 
Bonrepos,  that  having  maturely  considered  his  own  right,  and  the  right  of  his  subjects,  to  — — 

the  whole  Bay  and  Straits  of  Hudson,  and  having  been  also  informed  of  the  reasons  alleged 
on  the  part  of  the  French  to  justify  their  late  proceedings  in  seizing  these  forts  (Fort 
Nelson  and  Fort  Charles),  which  for  many  years  past  have  been  possessed  by  the  English, 
and  in  committing  several  other  acts  of  hostility,  to  the  very  great  damage  of  the  English 
Company  of  Hudson's  Bay,  his  Majesty,  upon  the  whole  matter,  did  consider  the  said 
Company  well  founded  In  their  demands,  and,  therefore,  did  insist  upon  his  own  right,  and 
the  right  of  his  subjects,  to  the  whole  Bay  and  Straits  of  Hudson,  and  to  the  sole  trade 
thereof. 

"  The  grants  of  the  French  king  signify  nothing  to  another  prince  his  right,  and  they 
may  name  what  they  will  in  their  grants  places,  known  or  unknown,  but  nobody  is  so  weak 
as  to  think  that  anything  passeth  by  those  grants  but  what  the  king  is  rightfully  and  truly 
possessed  of  or  entitled  to,  for,  nemo  dat  quod  nan  habet,  is  a  maxim  understood  of  all ; 
but  whereas  the  French  would  have  no  bounds  to  Canada  to  the  northward,  nor,  indeed,  to 
any  parts  of  their  dominions  in  the  world  if  they  could." — Extract  from  the  Reply  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  French  Answer  left  with  the  English  Commissioners,  5th 
June  1699,  under  Treaty  of  Eyswick. 

In  1687  there  were  discussions  between  the  English  and  French,  respecting  the  right  to 
the  bay  and  straits,  in  which  it  Avas,  among  other  things,  submitted  on  the  part  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  as  follows : — "  It  shall  not  be  the  fault  of  the  Company  of 
.  Hudson's  Bay,  if  their  agents  and  those  of  the  Company  of  Canada  do  not  keep  within 
their  respective  bounds,  the  one  pretending  only  to  the  trade  of  the  bay  and  straits  above- 
mentioned,  whilst  the  other  keeps  to  that  of  Canada ;  and  that  the  forts,  habitations,  facto- 
ries, and  establishments  of  the  English  Company  be  restored,  and  their  limits  made  good, 
as  the  first  discoverers,  possessors,  and  traders  thither." 

The  Company  having  already  waived  the  establishments  of  a  right  to  Hudson's  Bay  and 
Straits  "  from  the  mere  grant  and  concessions  of  the  king,  which,  indeed,  cannot  operate 
to  the  prejudice  of  others  that  have  the  right  of  discovery  and  continued  possession  on  their 
side,  it  is  again  averred  that  his  Majesty's  subjects  only  are  possessed  of  such  a  right  to  the 
coasts,  baj-8,  and  straits  of  Hudson." 

"  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  having  made  out  his  Majesty's  right  and  title  to  all  the 
bay  within  Hudson's  Straits,  with  the  rivers,  lakes,  and  creeks  therein,  and  the  lands  and 
territories  thereto  adjoining,  in  which  is  comprehended  Port  Nelson  as  part  of  the  whole." 
10  July  1700.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  proposed  the  following  limits  between  them- 
selves and  the  French,  in  case  of  an  exchange  of  places,  and  that  they  cannot  obtain  the 
whole  of  the  straits  and  bay  which  of  right  belongs  to  them. 

1.  That  the  French  be  limited  not  to  trade  or  build  any  factory,  &c.  beyond  the  bounds 
of  53°  N.  or  Albany  River,  to  the  northward  on  the  west  or  main  coast,  and  beyond  Rupert's 
River  to  ^he  northward  on  the  east  main  coast. 

2.  The  English  shall  be  obliged  not  to  trade  nor  build  any  factory,  &c.  beyond  the  afore- 
said latitude  of  53°  or  Albany  River,  or  beyond  Rupert's  River,  south-east  towards  Canada, 
on  any  land  which  belongs  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

3.  As  likewise  that  neither  the  French  nor  English  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  extend 
their  bounds  contrary  to  the  aforesaid  limitations  .  .  .  which  the  French  may  very  reasonably 
comply  with,  for  that  they  by  such  limitations  will  have  all  the  country  south-eastward, 
betwixt  Albany  Fort  and  Canada,  to  themselves,  which  is  not  only  the  best  and  most  fertile 
part,  but  also  a  much  larger  tract  of  land  than  can  be  supposed  to  lie  to  the  northward,  and 
the  (Jompany  deprived  of  that  which  was  always  their  undoubted  right. 

By  this  document  it  appears  the  French  were  insisting  on  having  the  limits  settled 
betAveen  York  and  Albany  Fort,  as  in  the  latitude  of  53  degrees  or  thereabouts. 

22  January  1701-2.  The  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations  asked  the  Company  to  say 
"whether,  in  case  the  French  cannot  be  prevailed  with  to  consent  to  the  settlement  pro- 
posed on  the  1 0th  July  preceding  by  the  Company,  they  will  not  consent  that  the  limits  on 
the  east  side  of  the  bay  to  the  latitude  of  52 1  degrees."  This  proposal  would  have  given 
the  East  Main  River  and  Rupert's  River  to  Canada. 

On  the  29th  January,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  alter  their  proposals,  offering  the 
boundary  on  the  east  main,  or  coast,  to  be  Hudson's  River,  vulgarly  called  Canute,  or 
Canuse  River  (which  I  take  to  be  the  river  now  marked  on  the  maps  as  the  East  Main  River) ; 
but,  they  add,  should  the  French  refuse  the  limits  now  proposed  by  the  C  ompany,  the  Com- 
pany think  themselves  not  bound  by  this  or  any  former  concessions  of  the  like  nature,  but 
must  (as  they  have  always  done)  insist  upon  their  prior  and  undoubted  right  to  the  whole 
Bay  and  Straits  of  Hudson,  which  the  French  never  yet  would  strictly  dispute,  or  suffer  to 
be  examined  into  (as  knowing  the  weakness  of  their  claim),  though  the  first  step  in  the 
8th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ryswick,  directs  the  doing  of  it.  If  either  proposal  had  been 
accepted,  the  French  would  have  had  access  to  .Tames'  Bay.  The  first  propositions  left 
them  the  Moose  River ;  the  second  appears  to  have  given  up  Rupert's  River. 

In  February  171 1-12,  prior  to  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  proposed' 
that  the  limits  between  them  and  the  French  in  Canada,  should  begin  "  at  Gremming 
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boundary  between  the  English  and  French,  on  the  coast  of  Labrador,  towards  Rupert's 

Land  on  the  East  Main  and  Nova  Brittannica  on  the  French  River."  That  a  line  be  drawn 
from  Cape  Perdrix  to  the  Great  Lake  Mistassing,  dividing  the  same  into  two  parts,  beyond 
which  line  the  French  were  not  to  pass  to  the  north,  nor  the  English  to  the  South. 

In  August  1714,  they  renewed  their  application  for  the  settlement  of  the  limits,  adding  to 
their  former  proposition,  that  from  the  Lake  Mistassing  a  line  should  run  south-westward 
into  49°  north  latitude,  and  that  such  latitude  be  the  limit,  and  that  the  French  do  not  come 
to  the  north,  or  the  English  to  the  south  of  this  boundary. 

In  August  1719,  in  a  memorial,  they  say,  that  "  the  surrender  of  the  straits  and  bay  afore- 
said has  been  made  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaty,  at  least  in  such  manner  that  the  Com- 
pany acquiesced  therein,  and  have  nothing  to  object  or  desire  further  on  that  head."  But 
they  even  then,  complamed  that,  since  the  conclusion  of  the  peace,  viz.,  in  1715,  the  French 
had  made  a  settlements  at  the  head  of  Albany  River,  "  upon  which  very  river  our  princiiDal 
factory  is  settled,  whereby  they  intercept  the  Indian  trade  from  coming  to  the  Company's 
factories ;  and  will,  in  time,  utterly  ruin  the  trade,  if  not  prevented.  It  is,  therefore, 
proposed  and  desired,  that  a  boundary  or  dividend  line  may  be  drawii  so  as  to  exclude  the 
French  from  coming  any  where  to  the  northward  of  the  latitude  of  49°,  except  on  the  coast 
of  Labrador ;  unless  this  is  done,  the  Company's  factories  at  the  bottom  of  Hudson's  Bay 
cannot  be  secure,  or  their  trade  preserved."  This  shows  that  the  Company  there  sought  to 
establish  an  arbitrary  boundary,  and  that  the  object  of  it  was,  to  secure  the  fur  trade  from 
.jhe  French. 

The  English  Commissioners  made  the  demand  to  have  limits  established  according  to  the 
prayer  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  for  the  giving  up  the  new  fort  erected  by  the 
French ;  adding  a  demand  that  the  French  should  make  no  establishments  on  any  of  the 
rivers  which  discharged  themselves  into  Hudson's  Bay  ;  and  that  the  entire  course  of  the 
navigation  of  these  rivers  should  be  left  free  to  the  Company,  and  to  such  of  the  Indians  as 
desired  to  trade  with  them. 

The  precise  terms  of  the  instructions  to  the  Commissioners  hardly  seem  to  have  con- 
templated the  latter  part  of  the  demand,  for  they  (tlie  instructions  of  .3d  September  1719) 
merely  designate  the  boundaries,  beyond  which  the  French  and  English  respectively  are  not 
to  cross.  They  contain  this  passage  however  :  "  But  you  are  to  take  especial  care  in  word- 
ing such  articles  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  with  the  Commissioners  of  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  upon  this  head  ;  that  the  said  boundaries  be  understood  to  regard  the  trade  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  only." 

Colonel  Bladen,  on  the  7th  November  1719,  wrote  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  that  the  Eno-lish 
Commissioners  would  that  day  deliver  in  the  demand,  and  that  he  foresaw  "some  difficulty 
in  the  execution  of  tliis  affair,  there  being  at  least  the  difference  of  two  degrees  between  the 
best  French  maps  and  that  which  the  Company  delivered  us,  as  your  Lordship  will  per- 
ceive by  the  carte  I  send  you  herewith." 

Colonel  Bladen  was  right.  After  receiving  the  English  demands,  the  French  Commis- 
sioners, the  Marechal  d'Estrees  and  the  Abbe  Dubois,  never  met  the  English  Commissioners 
again,  and  all  the  instances  of  the  English  Ambassadors  failed  to  procure  a  renewal  of  the 
conferences. 

The  Company  were  again  called  upon  on  the  25th  July  1750,  to  lay  before  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  an  account  of  the  limits  and  boundaries  of  the  territory  granted  to  them.  They 
replied,  among  other  things,  that  the  said  straits  and  bay  "  are  now  so  well  known  that  it 
is  apprehended  they  stand  in  no  need  of  any  particular  description  than  by  the  chart  or  map 
herewith  delivered,  and  the  limits  or  boundaries  of  the  lands  and  countries  lyino-  round  the 
same,  comprised,  as  your  memorialists,  conceive  in  the  said  grant,  are  as  follows  :  that  is 
to  say,  all  the  lands  lying  on  tlie  east  side  or  coast  of  the  said  bay,  and  extendino-  from  the 
bay  eastward  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  Davis'  Strait,  and  the  line  hereafter  mentioned  as 
the  east  and  south-eastern  boundaries  of  the  said  Company's  territories  ;  and  towards  the 
north  all  the  lands  that  lie  at  the  north  end,  or  on  the  north  side  or  coast  of  the  said  bay 
and  extending  from  the  bay  northwards  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  lands  then  towards  the 
North  Pole ;  but  where  or  how  these  lands  terminate  is  hitherto  unknown.  And  towards  the 
west,  all  the  lands  that  lie  on  the  west  side  or  coast  of  the  said  bay,  and  extendino-  from  the 
said  bay  westward  to  the  utmost  limits  of  those  lands  ;  but  where  or  how  these  lands  termi- 
nate to  the  westward  is  also  unknown,  though  probably  it  will  be  found  they  terminate  on 
the  Great  South  Sea,  and  towards  the  south,"  they  propose  the  line  already  set  out  by 
them,  before  and  soon  after  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  stating  that  the  Commissioners  under 
that  treaty  were  never  able  to  bring  the  settlement  of  the  said  limits  to  a  final  conclusion  ; 
but  they  urged  that  the  limits  of  the  territories  granted  to  them,  and  of  the  places  appertaiuint^ 
to  the  French,  should  be  settled  upon  the  footing  above  mentioned.  ° 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  RED  RIVER  COLONY. 


To  the  Honourable  Philip  Vanhoiighnet,  President  of  the  Executive  Council,  &c.,  Appendix,  No.  7. 

Toronto,  Canada.  ~~~~ 

Sir,  _  Red  Iliver  Settlement,  6  March  18,37. 

Being  requested  by  Captain  "William  Kennedy  to  communicate  to  you  some  information 
respecting  the  climate,  soil,  and  productions  of  this  colony,  I  take  up  my  ])cn  witli  much 
pleasure  to  comply  with  his  request,  and  at  the  same  time  to  gratify  your  laudable  desire 
of  gaining  some  knowledge  of  this  place,  wliich  has  hitherto  been  hidden  as  with  ])rimeval 
darkness  from  the  eye  of  the  civilised  world.  We  are  happy  in  seeing  this  darkness,  to 
some  extent,  giving  way  before  the  light  thrown  on  this  country,  on  its  inhabitants,  and 
their  condition,  by  many  eloquent,  patrioticj  and  philanthropic  gentlemen  in  Canada  who 
have  taken  up  tlie  subject,  and  who  haver  so  ably  and  persevcringly  advocated  freedom's 
cause  against  despotism. 

The  Red  River  takes  its  rise  from  three  different  heads,  all  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States :  tlie  western  source  is  Lake  Travers :  to  the  east  of  it  is  Otter  Tail  Lake, 
which  Is  the  principal  source.  Its  waters,  on  being  discharged  from  the  lake,  flow  for  some 
distance  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  after  whicli  it  turns  to  tlie  north-west,  and  joins  the 
stream  from  Lake  Travers  ;  then  in  a  northerly  direction,  and  becomes  navigable  for  boats 
of  considerable  burden.  The  third  source  is  Red  Lake,  which  sends  its  tributarv  waters 
to  swell  up  the  volume  of  the  Red  River,  which  flows  nearly  due  north  through  one  of  the 
richest  alluvial  valleys  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  which  falls,  affer  flowing  40IJ  miles, 
into  Lake  Winnipeg.  The  Winnipeg  River  from  the  south-east,  the  Red  River  from  the 
south,  the  mighty  and  majestic  Saskatchewan  from  the  west,  with  a  multitude  of  streams 
of  lesser  form,  seem,  on  tlieir  coming  into  contact  with  the  great  primitive  formation,  which 
commences  at  65"  west  longitude,  and  forms  a  girdle  round  Hudson's  Bay,  and  at  some 
distance  from  it,  till  it  ends  at  Dease  and  Simpson's  Strait  on  the  Arctic  Sea,  to  have 
agreed  on  forming  for  themselves  a  bed  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  great  western  limestone 
formation,  which,  I  think,  belongs  to  the  older  calcareous  strata.  The  eastern  shore  of  this 
great  sheet  of  water  is  bound  in  its  whole  length  by  granite  gneiss,  and  trap  rocks,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  Lake  Superior  formation,  and  probably  containing  similar  mineral  treasures. 
The  western  side  Is  bounded  by  limestone,  rising  in  many  places  to  the  height'  of  20  or 
30  feet.  At  the  Grand  Rapids  there  is  a  section,  about  60  feet  deep,  covered  with  a  thin 
layer  of  earth.  This  Immense  bed  of  limestone  extends  many  hundred  miles  to  the  west, 
and  probably  joins  the  coal  beds  stretching  from  the  foot  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  towards 
the  east. 

The  Red  River  colony  is  placed  on  the  limestone  formation,  which  crops  out  at  the 
distance  of  30  miles  from  the  lake,  and,  on  ascending  the  river,  is  to  be  seen  over  a  distance 
of  10  miles.  This  stone  is  excellent  for  building,  and  takes  a  very  fine  polish  when  dressed. 
Churches  and  dwellings  have  been  built  with  it,  and  it  is  apparently  hardening  in  the  air. 
This  limestone  makes  its  appearance  on  hills  on  each  side  of  the  river,  and  at  some  distance 
from  it. 

The  soil  of  the  Red  River  is  composed  of  the  debris  of  granite  and  of  limestone,  with 
.a  large  proportion  of  decayed  vegetable  matter.  The  soil  is  from  12  to  18  inches  deep; 
under  it  is  a  thick  bed  of  tenacious  clay,  of  a  bluish  colour,  and  nearly  impervious  to  watfer. 
The  west  side  of  the  river  may  be  called  prairie  land,  the  east  side  are  wooded  lands.  The 
woods  consist  of  oak,  elm,  ash,  bass  or  white  wood,  maple,  birch,  Scotch  firs,  pine,  cedar, 
tamarac,  spruce,  and  poplar.  Our  soil  is  extremely  fertile,  and,  when  well  cultivated,  yields 
large  crops  of  the  finest  wheat,  weighing  firom  64  lbs.  to  70  lbs.  per  imperial  bushel.  The 
yield  per  acre  is  often  as  high  as  60  bushels,  and  has  occasionally  been  known  to  exceed 
ihat;  and,  when  the  average  returns  fall  below  40  bushels  to  the  acre,  we  are  ready  to 
complain  of  small  returns.  Some  patches  have  been  known  to  produce  20  successive  crops 
of  wheat,  and  that  without  fallow  or  manure  ;  but  in  general  we  exact  no  more  than  four 
or  five  successive  crops  of  wheat ;  then  we  put  in  one  of  barley,  and  then  fallow  for  one 
year. 

These  successive  crops  do  not  exhaust  the  soil ;  but  weeds  overcome  all  our  efforts  to 
keep  them  down,  and  therefore  we  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  plough  to  destroy 
them.  Barley  grows  well  here  if  the  ground  be  not  too  rich,  or  the  season  too  wet,  when 
it  throws  up  too  much  straw,  lies  down,  and  does  not  meat.  Barley  weighs  from  48  lbs. 
to  55  lbs.  per  imperial  bushel.     Oats  thrive  well,  and  give  good  returns.     Maize,  potatoes, 
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of  this  colony  is  admirable  for  growing  hemp  and  flax.     Horn  cattle  thrive  w^ell,  and, 

although  very  indifferently  taken  care  of  by  many,  are  subject  to  no  diseases.  Horses  are 
abundant,  and  prosper  here  as  well  as  in  any  other  country,  after  roaming  at  large,  summer 
and  winter,  through  the  woods,  where  they  keep  in  good  condition.  Many  of  the  wandering 
Indians  have  horses,  which  they  work  very  hard,  aiid  which  are  turned  off  to  seek  for  their 
food  in  the  snow,  with  no  other  attention  from  their  masters  till  they  require  their  services 
again. 

Our  climate  and  soil  seem  to  be  peculiarly  adapted  for  or  favourable  to  sheep.  There 
are  28  years  since  their  introduction  into  this  settlement,  and  I  have  never  seen  nor  heard 
of  any  sickness  attacking  them.  When  well  fed,  ewes  produce  fleeces  weighing  from  2  lbs. 
to  3  ^  lbs. ;  wethers  produce  fleeces  much  heavier ;  the  wool  is  of  good  quality,  though  not 
very  fine.  Next,  we  shall  take  notice  of  our  pojDulation.  AVe  shall,  for  distinction's  sake, 
take  Upper  Fort  Garry  to  be  the  centre  of  the  colony.  Tlie  Canadians  and  their  offspring 
occupy  on  each  side  of  the  Red  River  a  distance  of  15  or  20  miles  above  Upper  Fort  Garry, 
and  al-^o  on  the  Assiniboine  River  ;  they  compose  one-half  of  our  population,  which  amounts 
altogether  to  6,300  or  6,400,  which  will  make  the  Canadian  part  of  our  jjeople  a  trifle  above 
3,000.  The  other  half  are  Europeans  and  their  descendants,  with  from  400  to  500  Christian 
Indians  inhabiting  the  lower  part  of  the  settlement. 

The  value  of  property  in  the  settlement,  that  is,  of  houses,  barns,  stables,  stores,  agricul- 
tural implements,  boats,  canoes,  water-mills,  windmills,  thi-ashing-mills,  horn  cattle,  and 
sheep,  has  been  estimated  last  May  at  111,000/.  We  have  not  considered  the  Assiniboine 
as  a  branch  of  the  Red  River,  as  it  joins  it  wilhin  50  miles  of  Lake  Winnipeg  ;  yet  it  is 
more  interesting  to  the  people  of  this  place  than  any  of  the  sources  M'hich  I  have  mentioned, 
as  it  is  altogether  within  the  limits  of  British  North  America.  One  of  its  affluents,  the 
Mouse  River,  takes  its  rise  near  the  great  bend  of  the  Missouri,  and  falls  into  the  Assini- 
boine, about  200  miles  above  its  junction  with  the  Red  River.  This  river  is  well  wooded 
on  both  sides,  and  it  is  reported  that  coal  is  found  along  its  banks,  and  in  the  banks  of 
many  of  its  tributaries,  at  the  distance  of  200  or  300  miles  from  here,  spots  where  civiliza- 
tion is  beginning  to  take  root. 

Eighty  niiles  above  Fort  Garry,  on  the  Assiniboine,  at  Portage  du  Prairie,  there  is  a  set- 
tlement of  half-breeds,  about  120  souls,  not  included  in  our  census-  On  Lake  St.  Martin 
there  are  a  few  half-breeds  and  Indians ;  at  Rossville,  l)elow  Lake  Winnipeg,  a  few  Christian 
Indians ;  and  at  Holy  Lake,  a  few  Christian  Indians.  Both  these  latter  stations  are 
Wesleyan.  They  have  one  station  on  the  Sascatchewan,  and  one  on  the  Red  Deer's  Lake. 
Tlie  Episcopalians  have  a  station  on  the  Sascatchewan,  and  one  at  Lalve  la  Rouge.  The 
Catholics  have  several  stations  to  the  north,  but  I  think  they  are  not  locating  the  Indians ; 
but  on  the  Sascatchewan  they  have  a  settlement  of  Canadians  and  half-breeds.  By  this 
you  will  see  that  the  seeds  of  civilisation  are  taking  root,  altliough  the  sprouts  are  but 
feeble  and  sickly.  A  few  Canadians  and  Canadian  half-breeds,  dissatisfied  with  the  state 
of  things  in  Red  River,  went  across  the  line,  and  settled  at  Pembina,  and  I  fear  others  will 
follow  their  example  when  the  Indian  claim  shall  have  been  done  away  with,  and  when 
towns  are  built  in  the  Upper  Red  River.  This  colony  was  commenced  by  the  late  Thomas, 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  in  1812.  I  cannot  give  you  the  number  of  immigrants  brought  to  the 
colony;  1813  brought  an  addition  to  the  first  band;  1815  saw  a  few  more  leave  the  bleak 
hills  of  hSutherland,  and  arrive  on  the  fertile  plains  of  the  far  west.  These  were  the  last 
band  from  Scotland. 

The  North-west  Company  had  an  evil  eye  at  the  introduction  of  a  civilized  community 
into  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country  and  doubly  so  because  it  was  planted  directly  across 
their  ])ath,  and  on  the  very  plains  from  which  they  drew  their  supplies  of  provisions  in  the 
shape  of  pemmican  for  their  voyages  from  Fort  William  to  the  north,  and  back  ao-ain. 
This  politic  and  keen-sighted  company  argued  that  the  colony  would  destroy  the  fur  trade, 
and  they  were  determined  to  use  all  their  power  to  destroy  the  colony.  With  this  intention, 
they  took  many  of  the  settlers  to  Canada,  chiefly  those  who  came  here  in  1812-13.  Those 
who  survive  of  the  residue  left,  and  their  descendants,  amount  nearly  to  500  souls.  The 
re.-t  of  our  population  are  chiefly,  on  one  side,  descended  from  the  aborigines. 

When  the  settlement  was  commenced,  land  was  sold  at  5  s.  sterling  per  acre  ;  in  1829  the 
price  was  raised  to  7s.  6d,  then  to  lOs.  Gd.;  and  in  1833  and  1834  it  was  sold  for  12s.  Qd. 
per  acre.  This  increase  in  the.  price  of  land  took  place  while  every  article  which  the  land 
produced  was  put  down  to  one-third  the  price  given  for  articles  of  the  same  kind,  when 
land  was  selling  at  5  s. 

Tliis  order  of  things  created  a  bad  feeling,  Avliich  threatened  the  peace  of  the  colony,  or 
perhaps  c^en  the  safety  of  those  who  were  raising  the  price  of  land  to  such  a  height  as 
would  eftectually  prevent  the  poor  settling  in  the  place.  Fear  made  the  rulers  of  the  land 
to  pause  on  the  brink  of  the  precipice  to  which  they  had  been  hastening.  The  j)rice  of 
land  was  reduced  ia  1  s.  6  d.,  and  it  has  stood  at  that  price  since. 

Servants  leaving  the  Company's  service,  and  desirous  of  coming  to  the  colony,  must  pay 
for  50  acres  of  land  each  before  any  of  them  are  permitted  to  come  here ;  and  if  he  cannot 

pay 
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pay  the  cash,  he  must  go  to  Europe,  or  remain  in  the  service  till  he  saves  money  enough  to    AoDendix  No  T 
pay  for  land.  ^'^   '_     '  '* 

Price  of  Farm  Produce. — In  1829  the  Company  reduced  the  price  of  produce  to  what 
suited  its  own  interest.  The  helpless  agriculturist  had  no  other  market ;  the  magic  in  the 
word  "  charter  "  kept  out  all  competitors.  In  the  above-mentioned  year  it  was  resolved  by 
the  Governor  and  Council  that  3  s.  6  d.  per  bushel  should  be  the  legal  price  for  wheat;  l^d. 
for  good  beef  per  lb.,  7  d.  for  butter,  &c. ;  and  now  these  prices  were  very  low ;  but  there 
was  still  a  greater  evil  than  Ioav  price,  and  that  was  a  limited  miirket.  From  1829  to  1845 
the  Company  bought  annually  from  an  owner  and  occupier  of  a  lot  of  land  eight  bushels  of 
wheat  at  3  s.  6  d.  per  bushel ;  and  if  he  had  been  suspected  of  infringing  any  of  the  Com- 
pany's privileges,  there  was  no  market  for  him.  Four  bushels  of  wheat  was  taken  each 
year,  in  those  days,  from  a  buffalo  hunter,  and  the  same  quantity  from  a  trip  man.  The 
clergy  would  not  take  the  beef  at  l^d.  per  lb. ;  they  gave  2c?.  per  lb.,  and  others  followed 
their  example.  These  few  years  past  the  Company  has  taken  larger  quantities,  ex.  gr. 
last  year  30  bushels  were  taken  from  all  who  chose  to  give  so  much ;  and  if  any  indi- 
vidual giving  in  wheat  was  in  arrears  for  land,  one-fifth  the  quantity  given  in  by  him 
was  taken  for  land,  and  he  was  paid  over  the  value  of  fths.  The  price  ot"  goods  sold  at  the 
Company's  stores  in  the  settlement  varies  from  100  to  400  per  cent,  on  prime  cost.  We 
pay  4  per  cent,  import  duty  on  all  goods  imported  into  the  settlement.  This  money  is 
expended  in  paying  the  police,  in  making  and  repairing  bridges  and  roads  in  the  settlement. 
We  keep  up  a  gaol,  pay  a  gaoler  and  a  governor  of  the  gaol,  and  a  functionary  called  secre- 
tary to  the  governor,  or  governor's  secretary.  We  have  a  governor  and  council,  which  are 
all  nominated  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  for  by  the  charter  they  say  we  have  nothing 
to  say.  Up  to  1849  the  governor  and  council  ruled  with  a  hard  and  heavy  hand  ;  but  that 
year  they  received  a  lesson  .  from  an  armed  multitude,  which  taught  them  that  there  were 
other  things  more  potent  than  the  charter,  and  ever  since  they  have  been  as  harmless  as 
doves. 

I  cannot  form  a  correct  estimate  of  our  trade  with  Minnesota.  I  believe  that  300  carts 
went  in  June,  and  I  think  we  may  value  the  loads  of  these  carts  on  their  return  at  an 
average  of  from  25 1.  to  30/.  sterling.  We  may  admit  that  one-ninth  of  this  amount  is  paid 
for  by  cattle  taken  over  ;  the  remaining  eight-ninths  are  paid  for  in  furs  and  bills  of 
exchange.  During  the  whole  summer  some  of  our  people  are  on  the  road  taking  cattle  from 
here,  and  bringing  goods  in  return.  A  few  Americans  are  this  winter  selling  goods  and 
buying  peltries  in  this  settlement.  If  Canada  does  not  push  forward,  and  preoccupy  the 
ground,  the  Americans  will.  Many  of  our  young  men  go  for  employment  to  Minnesota, 
and  pass  the  winter  in  the  prairies ;  they  are  much  esteemed  as  dextrous  axe-men,  and  able 
industrious  servants.  In  the  spring  these  generally  return  with  the  fruit  of  their  labour  in 
goods,  and  speak  highly  of  Yankee  kindness.  This  intercourse  creates  a  strong  American 
tendency  in  the  minds  of  our  young  people,  which,  unless  diverted,  will  lead  to  a  more  inti- 
mate and  extensive  intercourse. 

The  Country  to  west  of  Red  River.— ^ On  looking  on  the  map  of  North  America,  you  will 
see  that  Lakes  Manitoba  and  Winnipegoos,  or  Little  Winnipeg,  run  on  the  west  of  and 
parallel  to  Lake  Winnipeg.  To  the  west  of  the  two  former  the  country  is  wonderfully 
adapted  for  the  abode  of  civilised  man.  For  a  breadth  of  100  miles  the  country  is  covered 
■with  a  dense  growth  of  timber,  intersected  by  numbers  of  beautiful  streams  running  down 
from  the  Riding  and  Duck  Mountains,  some  to  the  lakes,  others  to  the  south,  falling  Into 
the  Assiniboine  River.  The  lakes  are  full  of -various  kinds  of  fish  of  the  very  best  quality  ; 
the  plains  to  the  south  feed  large  herds  of  red  deer  and  buffalo ;  the  fur,-bearing  animals  are 
also  plentiful  in  this  district.  These  mountains,  it  is  well  known,  contain  much  iron-ore, 
and  likely  more  precious  minerals  ;  some  of  the  richest  brine  springs  in  the  world  are  in  this 
locality.  In  a  dry  season  24  gallons  of  brine  produce  one  bushel  of  good  salt,  or  33  J  per 
cent.  These  salt-springs  are  to  be  met  with  south  of  the  49°  parallel ;  then  at  Swan  River 
district  again,  about  50  or  60  miles  to  the  south  of  Cumberland  House,  and  thence  to  the 
great  salines  on  the  Athbusca  River.  Wheat  ripens  well  on  Swan  River ;  on  the  Sascat- 
chewan,  at  Isle  a  k  Cross,  in  lat.  54"  ;  at  Dunvigan,  on  Peace  River,  56°  N.,  long.  117°  45', 
altitude  778  feet,  and  even  at  Fort  Liard,  in  lat.  60°  5'  N.,  long.  122°  31  W. 

My  desire  to  communicate  information  has  induced  me  to  be,  I  fear,  unpardonably  tedious. 
My  want  of  time  has  compelled  me  to  send  my  observations  badly  arranged  and  as  badly 
written. 

I  mus't,  therefore,  conclude  by  asking  your  forgiveness  and  promise  of  amendment,  if  ever 
I  shall  have  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  again.  I  sixbjoin  an  abstract  of  the  census  of  the 
■colony  taken  last  May. 

I  am,  &c. 

(signed)        Donald  Gunn,  sen. 
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Population  : 

Married  men 
Unmarried  men     - 
Married  women     - 
Unmarried  women 
Sons  above  16 
Sons  under  16 
Daughters  above  l3 
Daughters  under  15 

Total  of  males 

Total  of  females    - 

Total 

Increase  since  1849 


986 
237 
992 
298 
521 

1,481 
451 

1,557 

3,225 
3,298 
6,522 
1,232 


Dwellings  : 


Houses 
Stables 
Barns 


Live  Stock: 


Horses 

Mares 

Oxen 

Bulls 

Cows 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 


922 
,232 
399 


1,503 
1,296 
2,726 
290 
3,593 
2,644 
4,674 
2,429 


585  ploughs,  730  harrows,  2,145  carts,  522  canoes,  55  boats,  8,371  acres  of  cultivated  land, 
16  windmills,  9  water-mills,  8  thrashing  machines,  2  reapers,  6  winnowing  machines. 

Estimated  value  of  property  in  the  settlement,  111,032/.  9  s.  Twelve  or  14  reaping 
machines  introduced  from  Minnesota;  also  a  grist  saw-mill  in  successful  operation  since 
December  last ;  it  is  calculated  to  saw  logs,  as  well  as  grind  flour. 


On  the  progress  of  the  Seasons  and  state  of  the  Weather  at  Red  River  Colony,  from 

June  1,  1855,  to  May  31,  1856. 

1855.  June  5th  was  the  coldest  day  in  the  month:  ther.  7  a.m.,  58;  2  p.m.,  63;  9  p.m.,  56. 
The  14th  was  the  hottest  day :  ther.  7  a.m.,  72;  2  p.m.,  88;  9  p.m.,71.  Three  in.  rainfell 
on  the  17th,  1  on  the  19th,  and  6  in.  on  the  25th. 

Ju!i/  2d  was  the  coldest:  ther.  7  a.m.,  56;  2  p.m.,  78  ;  9  p.m.,  68;  light  rain.  The 
25fh  was  the  hottest  day:  7  a.m.,  87  ;  2  p.m.,  92  ;  9  p.m.,  82.  7th,  rain  3|  in.  10th, rain 
f  in.  Thunderstorm  on  the  17th;  rain  3  in.;  26th,  1  in.  rain.;  29th,  3  in.  rain;  30th,  2  in.: 
total,  14|  in.  Wheat  out  of  the  ear ;  on  the  12th  hay  cutting  commenced.  Tabanii  and 
moschetoes  very  numerous  and  troublesome. 

August. — Coldest  day,  29th:  ther.  7  a.m.,  44  ;  2  p.  jr.,  68  ;  9  p.m.,  56.  The  hottest  day 
was  the  5th :  7  a.m.,  67  ;  2  p.m.,  86  ;  9  p.m.,  76.  On  the  8th,  5  in.  of  rain  fell ;  11th,  5J 
in.  fell;  14th  2  in.  ;  27th  \  in. :  total,  12 J  in.  Barley  harvest  commenced  about  the  1st: 
wheat  harvest  on  the  15th.     Slight  frost  on  the  30th. 

September. — The  coldest  day  was  the  30th  :  ther.  average  +  48.  The  hottest  day  was 
the  5th  :  ther.  7  a.m.,  70  ;  2  p.  m.,  81  ;  9  p.m.,  70.  Total  of  rain  during  the  month  &\  in. 
Finished  shearing.  Wheat  on  the  8th;  a  few  leaves  falling.  26th,  grey  geese  flying  to  the 
south. 


October. — The  warmest  day  was  the  Ist:  ther.  7  A.M.,  56;  2  p.m.,  70;  9  p.m.,  58. 
Some  snow  fell  on  the  4th.  Taking  up  potatoes  on  the  8th.  White  geese  flying  to  the 
south,  and  continued  to  do  so  up  to  the  20th,  and  a  few  flocks  later  than  that.  All  the 
larger  kind  of  ducks  leave  about  the  same  time.  The  deciduous  trees  are  bare  of  leaves, 
except  the  oak,  and  some  of  the  hardier  kinds. 

November. — The  2d  was  the  warmest  day:  ther.  7  A.M.,  32;  2  p.m.,  38;  9  p.m.,  36. 
2^  in.  rain  fell  on  the  3d.  5  inches  of  snow  fell  on  the  11th.  12th,  river  covered  over  with 
ice.  The  coldest  day  of  the  month  was  the  21st:  ther.  7  a.m.  —  12  ;  2  p.m.  +  8  ;  9  p.m. 
+  6.  Warm  weather  from  the  21st  to  the  end  of  the  month.  7  in.  of  snow  fell  durino-  the 
month.  Flocks  of  snow-birds  have  made  their  appearance  from  the  north;  and  all  the 
summer  birds  are  gone. 

December. — The  warmest  day  was  the  6th:  ther.  7  a.m.  -|-  22;  2  p.m.  +  26  ;  9  p.m.  + 
30.  The  coldest  day  was  the  24th  :  ther.  7  a.m.  —  48  ;  2  p.m.  —  30;  9  p.m.  —40.  We 
had  6  days  of  very  cold  weather,  including  the  23d  and  28th.  The  wind  blew  from  the 
north  during  three  days  before  the  severe  cold  began;  during  its  continuance  there  was  very 
little  wind,  and  for  two  of  the  coldest  days  it  was  at  the  south.     8  in.  snow  fell. 

1856.  January. — The  warmest  day  was  the  17th:  7  a.m,  +  10 ;  2  p.m.  +  22  ;  9  p.m. 
+  16.  The  coldest  was  the  7th :  ther.  7  a.m. —36  ;  2  p.m.  —  28  ;  9p.m.  — 36.  5  inches 
of  snow  fell.     The  average  cold  for  this  month  has  not  been  great ;  very  little  wind. 

February.— Co\(^csi  day,  the  2d :  ther.  7  A.  m.  —  36  ;  2  P.M.  —  20  ;  9  P.M.  —  34.  The 
warmest  day  was  the  20th  :  7  A.ar.  +  26  ;  2  p.m.  +  35  ;  9  P.M.  +  24.  6  inches  of  snow 
fell.  After  the  12th,  spirit  of  wine  in  the  glass  stood,  with  few  exceptions,  above  zero;  and 
the  weather  has  been  pleasant. 

March. — 
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March. — The  coldest  day  was  the  8th:  7  a.m. — 32;  2  p.m.  — 24;  9  p.m. — 26,  The 
wannest  day  was  the  22d:  ther.  7  a.m. +28 ;  2  p.m. 4  38  ;  9  P.M. +34,  The  thennometer 
fell  during  the  nights  a  few  degrees  below  zero ;  but  on  the  whole,  the  weather  was  plea- 
sant ;  6 1  in.  of  snow  fell ;  much  of  the  snow  melted  during  the  month.  Barking  crows 
made  their  appearance  about  the  20th. 

April. — Geese  made  their  appearance  on  the  2d,  and  the  snow  birds  left  us  for  the  north. 
The  12th  was  the  coldest  day  this  month:  ther.  7  a.m. +  16;  2  p.m. +  30;  9  p.m. +  24: 
warmest  day  23d;  7  a.m. +46;  2  p.m. +  66;  9  p.m. +44;  about  6  in.  of  snow  and  5  of  rain 
fell.  On  the  16th  the  river  began  to  throw  oif  its  winter  coat;  clear  of  ice  on  the  20th ; 
sturgeon  taken  in  the  river  in  great  numbers ;  the  snow  all  away.  Wild  fowl  to  be  seen  in 
every  direction  on  the  29th,  and  sowing  wheat  commenced. 

JHfay.— The  coldest  day  1 1th :  7  a.  m.  +  34  ;  2  p.  m.  +  43 ;  9  p.m.  +  39.  The  warmest  day 
was  the  18th:  7  a.m.  +  75  ;  2  p.m. +84  ;  9  p.m. +  56  ;  4  in.  of  rain  fell  on  the  26tli.  On  the 
4th,  Whip-poor-will  began  liis  serenades.  Tlie  wheat  sown  on  the  29th  has  germinated,  and 
given  a  green  appearance  to  the  field ;  on  the  9th  wild  flowers  abundant  in  the  plains ; 
maple  in  leaf;  gooseberry  bushes  the  same  .:  finished  sowing  wheat  on  the  10th. 

1856. — Wheat  sown  in  the  beginning  of  May  was  above  the  ear  on  the  13th  July,  and 
ripe  on  the  20tli  August:  the  wheat  sown  on  the  29tli  April  was  ripe  on  the  14th  August. 
Tha  hottest  day  this  last  summer  was  the  20th  of  July.  Barley  harvest  commenced  in 
July ;  finished  cutting  wheat  on  the  28th  August :  slight  frost  on  the  30th  of  the  same 
month.     Potatoes  taken  up  first  week  of  October. 

September  6th,  flocks  of  grey  geese  flying  to  the  south.  Primus  Americana  ripe  and 
very  plentiful  in  the  first  part  of  this  month,  or  rather  before  this  month.  Flocks  of  pas- 
senger pigeons  are  in  from  the  North,  and  leave  from  the  20th  to  the  last  of  the  month. 
On  the  night  of  the  7th,  Whip-poor-will  gave  us  his  parting  song.  Gorrigonus  lucidus  enter 
the  river  to  spawn  :  the  Corrigonus  albus  in  Lake  Winnipeg  commence  spawning  about  the 
10th  of  October,  and  end  about  the  first  of  November. 
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June  1,  calm  day  ;  one  day  wind  variable ;  four  days  variable  in  October ;  December  one 
calm  day,  and  four  variable ;  February  variable  during  three  days ;  March  one  calm  day. 
The^first  13  days  of  May  were  not  registered. 

(signed)        D.  Gunn. 
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Committee-room,  8  June  1857. 
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Hon.  Mr.  Robinson. 
Hon.  Mr.  Cauchon. 


Present : 

Hon.  Mr.  Ten-ill,  Chairman. 

Hon.  Mr.  Solicitor-General  Smith. 
Hon.  Mr.  Brown. 


The  Select  Committee  appointed  to  receive  and  collect  Evidence  and  Information  as 
to  the  Rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  under  their  Charter,  the  Renewal  of  the 
License  of  Occupation,  the  Character  of  the  Soil  and  Climate  of  the  Territory,  and  its 
Fitness  for  Settlement,— Hkve  the  honour  to  present  their  First  Report,  as  follows : 

YotJE  Committee  beg  leave  to  Inform  your  Honourable  House  that  they  have  examined 
three  witnesses,  Messrs!^  Gladman,  Dawson,  and  M'Donell,  upon  the  matter  referred  to 
them  for  investigation,  and  your  Committee  Submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  Honour- 
able House  tlie  evidence,  hereunto  annexed,  of  these  three  gentlemen. 


The  whole,  nevertheless,  respectfully  submitted, 


(signed)         J.  Lee  Terrill,  Chairman. 


0.24 — Sess.  2. 
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Appendix;  No.  8,  The  claim  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  set  up  in  virtue  of  the  charter  of  Charles  IL, 
has  engaged  my  attention  for  some  years  past,  and  the  investigations  which  I  had  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  have  led  to  the  conclusion  that  those  claims  have  no  foundation  in  law  or 
in  equity ;  whilst  I  might  not  be  disposed  to  dispute  that  in  itself  the  charter  may  be  good, 
so  far  as  it  creates  a  body  corporate  with  a  common  seal,  and  with  power  to  sue  and  to  be 
sued ;  yet  I  contend  that  it  cannot  confer  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  those  powers 
and  privileges  which  they  assume  to  exercise  under  it.  The  Sovereign,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  may  grant  a  charter ;  but  it  has  always  been  held  that  no 
Sovereign  can  grant  to  any  of  its  subjects  exclusive  rights  and  privileges  without  the  con- 
sent of  Parliament ;  and  this  charter  having  been  so  granted,  the  powers  and  privileges 
sought  to  be  exercised  under  it  are  illegal. 

And  this  evidently  was  the  opinion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  themselves  as  early  as 
1690,  viz.,  20  years  after  the  date  of  this  charter.  At  that  period  they  petitioned  for  an  Act 
to  be  passed  for  the  confirmation  of  those  rights  and  privileges  which  had  been  sought  to  be 
granted  to  them  In  the  charter. 

The  Act  1st  of  William  &  Mary  is  the  Act  alluded  to;  it  did  legalise  and  confirm  them, 
but  only  for  the  period  of  seven  years,  and  no  longer. 

That  Act  of  Parliament  has  never  been  renewed  since  it  expired  in  1697  ;  consequently 
the  charter  is  left  as  it  originally  stood,  and  wholly  unaffected  by  any  conformity  Act  of 
Parliament. 

The  very  foundation  for  the  charter  is  a  grant  of  territory  presumed  to  have  been  made 
in  the  year  1670.  Now  as  Charles  II.  could  not  grant  away  what  the  Crown  of  England 
did  not  possess,  much  less  could  he  grant  away  the  possessions  of  another  power ;  the  very 
words  of  the  charter  itself  excludes  from  the  operation  of  the  grant  those  identical  terri- 
tories which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  now  claim. 

At  the  date  of  the  charter  these  territories  were  then  actually  in  the  possession  of  the 
Crown  of  France,  and  held  and  occupied  by  the  Company  of  j\  ew  France,  xmder  and  by 
virtue  of  a  charter  granted  by  Louis  XIII.  of  France,  and  bearing  date  1626,  being  43  years 
anterior  to  the  date  of  the  charter  by  Charles  II.  A  reference  to  the  charter  alluded  to 
will  show  that  it  defines  the  very  boundary  of  those  territories  which  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  now  claim.  A  copy  of  the  charter  of  Louis  XIII.  will  be  found  among  the  Par- 
liamentary documents  of  Lower  Canada. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Eyswick,  in  1696,  the  whole  of  Hudson's  Bay  was  recognised  as 
belonging  to  the  Crown  of  France.  In  that  treaty  no  rights  nor  claims  are  provided  for, 
or  even  alluded  to  as  regards  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  whence  it  is  conclusive  that 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  either  had  no  legal  rights,  or  such  rights,  if  they  existed,  were 
abrogated  by  that  treaty. 

By  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  a  portion  of  the  shores  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  was  ceded 
to  England,  and  that  was  the  first  time  that  England  could  claim  an  undisputed  possession 
there.  In  the  treaty,  stipulations  were  made  for  the  necessary  protection  of  the  Company 
of  New  France,  which  then  held  the  country  under  the  charter  of  Louis  XIII.  The  charter 
of  Charles  cannot  be  construed  to  have  the  effect  of  granting  any  lands  acquired  only  by 
the  Crown  of  England  under  another  sovereign,  and  long  after  the  death  of  Charles. 

By  the  Treaty  of  1763,  which  surrendered  Canada  to  the  British  Crown,  the  French  and 
Canadian  people  were  guaranteed  iu  their  properties,  and  in  the  exercise  of  those  rights  and 
privileges  of  trade  as  used  by  them  under  the  French  dominion. 

They  had  for  a  century  previous  carried  on  an  extensive  trade  with  all  the  western 
country,  particularly  throughout  the  vallies  of  the  Assiniboine  and  Saskatchawan. 

The  grant  of  every  exclusive  privilege  of  trade  bv  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  over  any 
portion  of  the  country  alluded  to  is  a  direct  breach  of  the  articles  of  capitulation  (Article  42): 
"  The  French  and  Canadians  shall  continue  to  be  governed  according  to  the  customs  of 
Paris,  and  the  laws  and  usages  established  for  this  country,  and  they  shall  not  be  subject 
to  any  other  imposts  than  those  which  were  established  under  the  French  dominion." 

The  term  "  Hudson's  Bay  Territory,"  as  used  in  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  which  Acts 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  assume  to  regard  as  a  recognition  of  what  they  call  their  right, 
can  only  be  made  to  apply  to  such  territories  as  lie  withm  the  Straits  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and 
were,  in  1670,  actually  in  possession  of  the  Crown  of  England;  none  other  could  have 
been  granted ;  or,  if  made  to  apply  to  other  lands,  it  can  only  be  made  applicable  to  such 
territories  as  were  at  that  period  unknown  to  the  Crown  of  England  or  any  other  power, 
but  were  subsequently  discovered  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  conformity  with  the 
conditions  upon  which  the  charter  was  granted,  viz.,  on  the  discovery  of  a  new  passage  into 
the  South  Sea. 

The  mere  incidental  allusion  in  those  Acts  to  the  "  territories  heretofore  granted  to  the 
adventurers  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,"  is  not  declaratory  of  the  legality  of  the  claim.  Jt 
was  well  known  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  claimed  territory  under  a  charter  of 
Charles  II.;  the  Legislature  were  not  required  to  express  opinion  upon  the  validity  of 
the  deed,  nor  what  were  the  boundaries  of  the  country  supposed  to  be  granted.  Nor  do 
those  Acts  of  Parliament  preclude  the  assumed  rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  being 
inquired  into,  or  set  aside  as  being  illegal. 

Besides,  when  these  Acts  refer  to  the  territory,  and  allude  to  the  "  rights  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,"  there  is  this  very  significant  proviso, — such  rights  as  the  said  Company  are 
by  law  entitled  to  "  claim." 

A  reference  to  the  history  of  Canada  will  establish  the  fact,  that  the  charter  of  Charles  II. 
can  confer  no  rights  nor  claims  to  territory. 

The 
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The  able  memorandum  furnished  to  the  Legislature  by  the  Honourable  Mr.  Cauchon    Appendix,  No,  S. 

recites  historical  facts,  and  frnishes  data  to  warrant  the   conclusion  that  the  assumption  of  

power  over  the  territory  in  question  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  a  usurpation. 

That  portion  of  territory  to  -which  they  limit  their  claim  to  an  exclusive  right  of  trade  in 
virtue  of  a  license  issued  to  them  and  the  partners  of  the  North-west  Company  in  1821,  and 
since  renewed  In  1838,  will  be  admitted  as  a  legal  right ;  but  it  is  a  right  which  I  think  the 
people  of  Canada  will  unanimously  protest  against  ever  being  renewed. 

Such  exclusive  privileges  are  antagonistic  to  the  spirit  of  the  nge  in  which  we  live,  and 
are  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  Canada,  and  are  regarded  in  this  country  as  a  direct 
infringement  upon  the  rights  of  a  free  people. 

Immediately  after  the  cession  of  Canada  (about  the  year  1766),  numerous  British  subjects 
engaged  in  the  fur  trade,  and  pushed  their  enterprises  throughout  tlie  whole  of  British 
North  America,  trading  from  Montreal  to  Hudson's  Bay  and  to  the  Pacific  shores ;  these 
traders  followed  the  old  route  of  the  Company  of  New  France  and  the  French  traders ;  in 
1784  the  most  of  tliese  traders  united,  and  formed  the  North-west  Company  of  Montreal. 
They  carried  on  their  trade  also  in  Hudson's  Bay,  and  sent  ships  there  as  well  as  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  the  North-west  Company  sent  ships  also  around  Cape  Horn,  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia;  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  did  not  trade  there  at  that  time, 
nor  in  any  part  of  that  country  which  they  now  designate  as  the  licensed  territory. 

The  principal  trade  of  the  North-west  Company  was  carried  on  through  Canada  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific ;  the  route  pursued  was  from  Montreal  via,  the  lakes,  to  the  head  of 
Lake  Superior,  and  thence  across  the  continent ;  the  means  of  transport  was  by  canoes  and 
batteaux  ;  about  5,000  men  were  employed  in  this  trade. 

I  am  told  by  those  who  were  partners  in  that  Company,  that  the  profits  of  the  Company 
were  very  great  until  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  attempted  to  drive  them  out  of  the 
country  by  means  of  force;  the  contests  arising  from  that  attempt  caused  serious  losses  to 
each  Company,  and  both  were  nearly  ruined.  It  Avas  then  that  the  Companies  united,  and 
resolved  to  share  the  country  between  them,  by  setting  up  the  claim  under  the  old  extinct 
charter  ;  and  with  their  united  means  they  deterred  other  traders  entering  into  a  competition 
for  the  trade,  and  this  was  year  by  year  more  effectually  guarded  against  by  using  every 
means  to  close  up  the  old  travelled  routes,  which  would  have  jjointed  out  the  way  to  other 
traders. 

Sometimes  independent  traders  would  make  an  establishment  along  Lake  Superior, 
or  some  of  the  lakes  more  in  the  interior ;  these  parties  were  driven  out,  and  their  property 
destroyed. 

There  was  no  means  of  redress,  as  there  were  no  tribunals  at  which  the  perpetrators  could 
be  made  to  answer,  and  to  travel  with  a  canoe  some  1,000  miles  to  institute  proceedings 
was  an  effectual  bar  since  1847 ;  steamboats  now  traverse  along  the  coasts  of  Lake  Huron 
and  Superior,  but  even  now  with  these  facilities  a  man  cannot  obtain  justice ;  the  countries 
along  these  shores  are  neither  within  the  limits  of  any  organised  territories,  and  outrages 
are  committed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  impunity. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  first  entered  into  the  valley  of  Saskatchawan  about  30  years 
after  the  cession  of  Canada,  and  whilst  the  North-west  Company  had  large  establish- 
ments there. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  did  not  enter  into  the  valley  of  the  Asslniboine  until  about 
42  years  subsequent  to  the  cession  of  the  country  (about  1805). 

Resident  traders  from  Montreal  made  establishments  there  as  early  as  1766,  or  about 
three  years  after  the  cession. 

The  French  traders  must  have  occupied  many  of  the  same  localities  near  100  years 
prior  to  that. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  entered  into  those  countries  from  Hudson's  Bay  via  Hay's 
and  Nelson  Rivers ;  previous  to  this  they  had  confined  themselves  to  the  shores  of  Hudson's 
Bay :  they  did  not  set  up  a  claim  by  virtue  of  the  charter  until  many  years  after  their  first 
entering  into  these  countries ;  they  traded  like  any  other  traders,  and  Hke  the  north-west 
Company;  the  North-west  Company  was  not  a  chartered  company,  but  a  joint-stock 
association,  and  claiming  no  exclusive  privileges. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  first  set  up  the  claim  of  exclusive  rights,  &c.,  in  1814 ;  the 
late  Colonel  Miles  M'Donell  did  so  on  behalf  of  the  Company,  by  issuing  a  proclamation 
as  the  Governor  of  the  Assiniboine  country,  appointed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ; 
the  contest  which  ensued  between  the  two  companies  originated  on  the  assumption  pf 
exclusive  rights,  and  not  from  the  actual  competition  in  trade ;  the  trade  had  always  been 
carried  on  freely  and  without  any  restrictions ;  the  proclamation  was  set  at  defiance  by  the 
partners  of  the  North-west  Company ;  among  the  most  prominent  of  these  were  some  of 
his  own  relatives. 

I  believe  there  never  had  beien  any  collision  between  the  rival  traders  until  after  the 
assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  the  legality  of  the  claims 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  were  never  subjected  to  the  decision  of  a  legal  tribunal, 
unless  the  result  of  the  trials'  of  some  of  the  partners  of  the  North-west  Company  be 
deemed  so ;  these  parties  were  charged  with  the  crime  of  murder,  having  taken  the  lives  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  people  who  sought  to  enforce  their  claims. 

The  companies  united  in  1821,  and  called  themselves  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

The  effect  of  this  union  was  to  destroy  a  trade  which  had  theretofore  benefited  Canada, 

by  turning  It  through  Hudson's  Bay ;  the  route  via  the  lakes  was  abandoned,  not  because 
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Appendix,  No.  8.    it  was  a  more  objectionable  one,  but  because  the  continuing  it  as  the  route  would  in  all 
probability  lead  to  another  competition  for  the  trade  by  Canadian  merchants. 

The  united  companies  succeeded  in  closing  the  route  to  all  others  who  might  have  been 
disposed  to  compete  for  the  trade ;  having  been  closed  for  so  many  years,  and  no  new  trader 
being  induced  to  enter  into  contest  with  the  now  powerful  company,  the  trade  and  the  route 
became  forgotten  ;  if  the  trade  were  again  opened,  I  am  convinced  that  as  active  and  pro- 
ductive a  trade  as  formerly  would  at  once  spring  into  existence. 

The  facilities  which  now  offer  for  the  successful  carrying  it  on  are  as  100  to  1  as  compared 
with  the  former  period ;  for  instance,  it  cost  the  North-west  Company  30,000  /.  to  lay  down 
their  goods  at  Fort  William,  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior ;  the  same  quantity  of  merchan- 
dise might  now  be  laid  down  there  for  300 1,  or  400  /.,  and  the  route  between  this  and  Lake 
Winnipeg  could  for  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  way  be  made  facile  for  a  steamboat. 
If  a  large  trade  like  that  which  formerly  was  carried  on  should  ever  be  revi-^ed,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  steamers  would  ply  upon  the  long  reaches  of  water  Avhich  exist  beyond  the 
height  of  land. 

I  am  convinced  that  within  two  years  a  trade  would  be  carried  on  along  that  route  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

It  was  so  in  the  early  history  of  the  country,  and  before  steam  was  known,  and  there  is 
no  reason  why  such  a  trade  should  not  exist  now  ;  witnesses  will  tell  you  that  in  1814  and 
1815  Fort  William  had  frequently  3,000  traders  assembled  there;  Toronto  at  that  period 
could  not  number  500. 

Had  the  North-west  Company  not  united  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  the  route  via  Lake  Superior  would  by  this  time  ha^'e  been  navigable  all  the 
way  to  the  Saskatchawan,  or  at  least  all  the  portages  made  faeile  for  teams,  &c.,  and  a  chain 
of  settlements  would  have  been  formed  along  the  route. 

The  profits  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  very  large.  In  March  1856  it  is  said  the 
trade  sales  amounted  to  near  half  a  million ;  they  sold  of  buffalo  robes  alone  80,000,  at  about 
21.  10  s.  a-piece. 

Goods  from  England  could,  via  the  St.  Lawrence,  be  laid  down  on  the  shores  of 
Hudson's  Bay  or  Lake  Winnipeg,  before  they  could  leave  England  for  those  points  via 
Hudson's  Bay. 

Ships  do  not  leave  England  for  Hudson's  Bay  before  the  month  of  June,  and  they  cannot 
get  through  the  straits  before  the  end  of  July. 

There  is  a  determination  on  the  part  of  those  who  are  settled  on  what  is  called  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Territories  to  engage  in  a  trade,  and  set  at  defiance  any  attemj)t  to  continue 
the  exclusive  trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Traders  have  gone  out  to  the  Red  River  country,  with  the  intention  of  trading  against 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  they  are  British  subjects,  and  some  ha^■e  gone  from  this  place, 
and  others  will  follow  from  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Preliminary  arrangements  have  been  made  in  this  city,  with  a  view  of  reviving  the  old 
trade  once  carried  on  by  Canada,  and  which  emphatically  belongs  to  Canada. 

An  agent  was  sent  last  winter  to  the  Red  River  ;  upon  his  return  here  a  more  definitive 
action  will  be  taken. 

The  parties  that  have  gone  with  goods,  and  those  who  are  to  follow,  will  go  on  bv  the 
United  States,  via  St.  Paul's. 

From  St.  Paul's,  they  will  travel  by  carts  across  the  plains  about  700  miles. 

Goods  have  been  furnished  by  American  houses  at  St.  Paul's  to  parties  at  the  Red  River, 
who  are  to  trade  as  far  as  the  Mackenzie  River ;  that  is,  within  the  territories  over  which 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  claim  the  right  of  exclusive  trade,  in  virtue  of  the  licence  held 
by  them,  and  is  distinct  from  what  is  called  the  Chartered  Territory. 

These  parties  are  generally  half-breeds ;  as  natives  of  the  country  and  as  British  subjects, 
they  are  determined  to  exercise  a  right  which  no  laws  can  restrict  unless  they  have  a  voice 
in  making  those  laws. 

This  summer  about  1,200  carts  are  expected  to  leave  the  Red  River  country  with  peltries 
to  be  traded  at  St.  Paul's. 

The  route  is  much  longer  than  that  to  Lake  Superior,  and  it  occupies  about  30  days 
of  travel ;  if  that  by  Lake  Superior  was  improved,  boats  might  arrive  there  in  15  days 
from  the  Red  River ;  loaded  canoes,  during  the  time  of  the  North-west  Company,  were 
about  12  days;  a  light  canoe  has  passed  from  the  Red  River  to  Lake  Superior  in 
eight  days. 

The  expense  to  be  incurred  in  re-opening  the  old  route  has  caused  parties  to  take  the 
St.  Paul's  route. 

If  the  route  was  opened  from  Lake  Superior,  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  whole  trade  of  that 
country  would  come  down  Lake  Superior. 

Had  not  the  carts  at  the  Red  River  been  all  prepared  for  the  travel  to  St.  Paul's  this 
summer,  I  believe  that  many  of  the  traders  would  have  attempted  the  Lake  Superior  route 
this  month ;  some  packs  ot  furs  are  now  on  the  way  down  via  the  Lake  Superior  route ; 
only  one  canoe-load,  however,  is  coming ;  neither  boats  nor  canoes  were  built,  or,  I  am 
informed,  there  would  be  more. 

The  value  of  peltries  to  be  taken  to  St.  Paul's  by  the  carts  will  amount  to  about 
$  100,000 ;  they  will  carry  back  merchandise  in  exchange  and  some  money. 

I  am  convinced  that  the  Indians  will  be  vastly  benefited  by  a  competition  in  trade,  and 
at  the  same  time  advance  them  to  civilisation. 

The 
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The  very  existence  of  tlie  Indian  is  now  made  dependent  upon  the  supplies  whicli  the    Appendix,  No.  8. 

Hudson's  Bay  Company  provides,  and  the  consequence  is   that  he  is  subjected  to  the  

Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  as  great  a  degree  as  the  horse  is  to  his  master.  When  the 
Indian  has  a  choice  of  a  market  for  his  furs,  or  for  the  purchase  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  he 
becomes  more  independent  and  self-reliant,  and  he  certainly  has  a  better  opportunity  of 
being  remunerated  for  his  toll  than  when  he  is  compelled  to  sell  and  to  purchase  at  the  same 
shop. 

A  competition  in  trade  will  always  be  accompanied  by  the  introduction  of  Immigration, 
and  all  the  various  Industrial  pursuits  of  civilised  life. 

These  always  carry  blessings  In  their  train.  I  know  that  whenever  the  Indians  can  by 
any  possibility  relieve  themselves  from  the  necessity  of  hunting  for  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  they  do  so ;  and  they  are  not  more  slow  than  others  In  discovering  that  there  are 
other  occupations  which  will  produce  powder  and  shot,  and  blankets,  and  other  necessaries, 
as  well  as  the  more  laborious  and  uncertain  pursuit,  the  chase. 

In  1846  the  whole  of  Lake  Superior  was  as  absolutely  under  the  control  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  as  the  most  distant  parts  of  Hudson's  Bay,  and  the  same  thing  may  still 
be  said  of  It,  with  the  exception  of  the  fort  at  Sault  St,  Marie,  and  perhaps  the  fort  at  Mlchl- 
plcotta;  civilisation  has  surrounded  the  one,  and  occasionally  approaches  the  latter ;  but  at 
the  forts  at  the  Pic,  at  Neiplgon,  and  at  the  Kamlnlstlquola,  they  have  relaxed  but  little  In 
their  rule  over  the  Indians.  In  1846  the  Indian  band  at  Garden  River  were  miserable,  and 
depended  upon  the  hunt ;  as  soon  as  civilisation  came  around  there  they  turned  to  till  the 
earth,  and  ceased  to  be  hunters,  and  I  do  not  now  believe  that  a  single  fur  is  now  carried 
by  any  of  the  band  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  fort  at  the  Sault ;  the  same  band  of  Indians  who 
did  not  even  grow  a  potato  In  1846,  sold  In  1850  three  thousand  bushels,  and  they  now 
possess  cattle,  and  grow  crops  of  grain.  Shortly  after  we  opened  mines  upon  Lake  Superior, 
several  Indians  came  to  us  from  the  neighbourhood  of  MIchlpIcotta ;  they  ceased  to  be 
hunters  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  soon  20  or  30  were  employed  at  the 
mines  in  clearing  up  the  land,  and  some  In  driving  drills,  others  In  fishing  for  the  estabhsh- 
ment.  They  soon  discovered  that  they  obtained  for  their  labour  those  articles  which 
peltries  only  would  produce  or  purchase  at  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  fort. 

Wherever  mines  were  opened  upon  Lake  Superior,  the  Indians  found  employment  in 
some  capacity  or  other ;  and  among  a  body  of  miners  there  were  always  some  who  traded 
or  purchased  the  furs  which  any  Indian  would  bring  in,  and  sold  to  better  advantage  and 
to  more  satisfaction  to  himself ;  he  was  no  longer  under  the  apprehension,  that  unless  he 
carried  his  furs  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  post  he  and  his  family  would  suffer. 

I  might  give  very  many  instances  of  misery  and  degradation  of  the  Indians  of  Lake 
Superior,  when  dependent  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  forts  for  all  the  necessaries  of  life ;  and 
I  can  show  those  same  Indians  now  well  clothed  and  well  fed,  and  enjoying  comfort  and 
happiness,  and  drawing  a  sustenance  from  the  production  of  the  soil,  or  engaged  In  some 
other  pursuit  less  precarious  than  the  hunt,  and  all  resulting  from  having  a  free  choice  to 
sell  and  to  buy  from  whom  he  pleased ;  one  Instance  will  serve  to  exemplify  how  the  Indian 
is  benefited  by  a  competition  In  trade,  and  It  will  Illustrate  how  the  system  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  Is  calculated  to  degrade  and  destroy  the  capabilities  of  emancipating 
himself  from  the  bondage  of  an  avaricious  community  of  trading  monopolists.  Along  the 
shores  of  Lake  Nlplssing  are  extensive  cranberry  marshes. 

The  cranberry  Is  an  article  of  trade,  and  sold  at  a  very  remunerating  price.  A  merchant 
at  Penetanguisblne,  Alfred  Thompson,  Esq.,  engaged  an  Indian  chief,  named  the  Eagle, 
to  gather  ci anberrles  for  him,  and  agreed  to  take  some  200  barrels  at  ^6  a  barrel ; 
the  Indian  commenced  to  gather  them ;  he  was  forbidden  to  do  so  by  one  Ormond,  the 
person  In  charge  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  post  near  the  locality,  and  he  proclaimed  to  the 
Indian  band  that  if  they  gathered  any  cranberries,  he  would  stop  all  the  supplies  which  were 
necessary  to  them  for  their  subsistence  during  the  long  winter.  This  then  had  the  effect  of 
deterring,  the  Indians,  their  women  and  children,  from  gathering  the  fruit. 

The  object  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  In  view,  was  to  prevent  the  Indians 
learning  that  there  was  another  pursuit  whereby  they  would  soon  become  Independent  of 
the  Company,  and  cease  to  be  their  hunters. 

As  there  were  no  traders  within  some  300  miles  of  the  locality,  the  Indian  band  were 
wholly  dependent  upon  this  post  for  all  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  they  had  not  experience 
that  the  products  of  their  marshes  would  have  more  readily,  and  with  greater  advantage  to 
themselves,  purchased  all  those  necessaries  of  life  which  only  peltries  can  obtain  at  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company's  post.  The  Indian  chief  came  to  me,  stated  the  circumstance, 
and  Immediately  upon  Mr.  Thompson  being  made  acquainted  with  the  matter,  he  at  once  in 
a  spirited  manner  furnished  the  chief  with  a  supply  of  goods,  with  which  he  started  to  set 
down  alongside  the  Hudson's  Bay  post,  and  prove  to  His  band  that  they  possessed  the  means 
of  being  rendered  independent  of  hunting  for  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

There  Is  no  danger  of  contest,  such  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  North-west 
Company  carried  on  in  former  times ;  the  latter  company  but  defended  themselves  from  their 
assailants,  and  it  Is  not  likely  that  these  will  again  resort  to  a  like  guilty  course. 

I  believe  the  country  to  be  a  very  fine  country,  and  not  at  all  Inferior  to  the  most.favoured 
places  of  Canada  West;  but  I  do  not  think  that  the  fact  of  its  being  so  or  not  Is  material  to 
the  question  of  the  day;  that  is,  whether  or  not  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  shall  continue 
in  the  enjoyment  of  an  exclusive  monopoly  in  trade.  Even  if  the  whole  country  from  Lake 
Superior  to  the  Pacific  be  a  barren  country,  utterly  destitute  of  any  hope  of  cultivation,  yet 
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JLpfiendix,  No.  8.    '^^  know  that  there  exists  a  trade,  be  it  valuable  or  not.     British  subjects,  and  above  all 

Canadians,  Avill  exercise  a  right  of  trade  there,  and  maintain  that  in  this  day  even  Great 

Britain,  without  their  consent,  has  not  the  right  to  ibrbid  the  Canadian  people  trading  there, 
merely  to  protect  some  few  traders  in  London  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  monopoly. 

Besides  the  route  via  the  Kaministiquoia  to  the  Red  iiiver,  there  are  other  routes  within 
British  territories. 

The  first  named  is  the  one  now  travelled,  and  is  called  about  680  miles ;  there  are  several 
portages.  There  is  another  route  leading  from  the  Kaministiquoia,  a,nd  maj-  be  made  a 
better  one  than  that  now  used. 

Another  route  could  be  made  from  the  shores  of  Lake  Superior  to  Arrow  Lake ;  this 
would  be  the  shortest  of  any.  The  Pigeon  -River  route  is  the  old  route  of  the  French,  and 
also  of  the  North-west  Company. 

I  have  a  chart  of  the  routes,  and  wiih  all  the  portages  laid  down,  and  the  measurement 
across  each  portage  in  yards.  Grand  Portage,  which  is  from  Lake  Superior  to  Pigeon 
River,  is  within  the  United  States  boundaries ;  but  the  dividing  line  is  through  the  middle 
of  Pigeon  iiiver. 

I  think  that  wc  have  a  better  route  than  that  from  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  River ;  I  have 
the  measured  distances  across  the  portages  by  other  routes. 

Steamboats  could  run  upon  several  of  the  long  reaches ;  and  were  it  not  for  some  short 
spaces,  the  whole  distance  to  the  west  side  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  almost  might  be 
rendered  navisrable  for  steamer^:. 

(signed)         Allan  3IacDonell. 


George  Gladman : — Am  a  native  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory ;  born  at  New  Brunswick, 
one  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  posts  on  the  Moose  Kiver;  am  57  years  of  age; 
reside  now  at  Port  Hope,  Canada  West ;  was  taken  to  England  by  my  father  when  six 
years  of  age ;  my  father  was  a  chief  factor  of  the  Company  ;  his  Commission  bears  date 
1805;  my  father  died  in  1821,  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  Company.  I  returned  from 
England  to  Pludson's  Bay  in  1814;  was  31  years  in  the  Company's  service  in  the  northern 
and  southern  departments  of  their  territory;  was  a  clerk  in  the  service  from  1814  to  1836. 
I  then  received  a  commission  as  a  chief  trader ;  chief  factor  is  the  highest  grade  of  officers  in. 
the  Hudson's  Bay  service ;  was  storekeeper  and  accountant  both  at  the  Moose  Factory 
depot  and  the  York  Factory  depot ;  have  traded  with  the  Indians  in  both  departments ; 
resigned  my  commission  in  1845  ;  had  no  quarrel  with  the  Company  ;  falling  into  bad  health 
in  1849  at  Port  Hope,  was  re-engaged  in  the  Company's  service,  receiving  a  new  commis- 
sion in  1850.  Again  resigned  in  1853,  and  returned  to  Port  Hope,  where  I  have  a  small 
farm  ;  as  a  native  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  feel  deeply  interested  in  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  its  numerous  people,  and  in  its  progressive  improvement. 

Wintered  at  New  Brunswick  the  first  year  of  my  engagement  with  the  Company,  1814; 
the  soil  at  that  station  very  good ;  excellent  potatoes  raised  there,  also  every  description  of 
vegetables ;  oats  ripened  well,  made  good  oatmeal,  ground  with  a  steel  hand-mill ;  had 
good  barley  also;  no  attempt  made  to  raise  wheat  or  corn  there  at  that  time,  1814; 
has  been  since  tried,  as  I  am  informed,  and  with  very  good  success ;  horned  cattle  kept  there ; 
housed  during  winter;  do  not  know  anything  to  prevent  a  good  settlement  being  made 
there;  rather  distant  from  markets;  this  station  is  about  midway  between  Moose  Factory 
and  Lake  Superior ;  goods  are  conveyed  thither  in  boats  of  from  24  to  28  feet  keel,  from 
Moose  Factory;  the  North-west  Company's  posts  there  in  1814  were  supplied  with  goods 
from  Canada ;  winter  temperature  rather  severe ;  lowest  degree  of  the  thermometer  observed 
was  45  below  zero. 

Wintered  next  at  "  Eastmain"  old  factory,  on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  Bay ;  climate  not 
so  good  as  at  Moose  Factory  or  New  Brunswick ;  raised  good  pota,toes,  turnips,  and  other 
vegetables  nevertheless ;  soil  sandy ;  station  much  exposed  to  bleak  north-west  winds  oflF 
the  sea;  a  large  herd  of  cattle  kept  there  at  that  time,  an  abundant  supply  of  hay  being 
made  in  the  salt  marshes  on  the  shores  of  the  bay ;  vetches  grew  wild  on  the  point  of  the 
river ;  abundance  of  wild  strawberries  and  currants ;  the  cattle  were  kept  as  a  resource  in 
case  of  the  Company's  ships  wintering  in  the  bay  ;  have  wintered  four  several  years  during 
my  experience ;  two  ships  wintered  at  "  Strutton's  "  Island  (James  Bay)  in  1815-16  ;  again 
at  Charlton  Island  in  1817  ;  again  at  the  same  place  in  1830,  and  a  fourth  time  in  1833; 
was  a  passenger  on  board  on  the  last  occasion  ;  the  ships  did  not  leave  Moose  until  late  in 
the  month  of  September,  encountered  heavy  bodies  of  ice  in  the  north  part  of  the  bay,  and 
winter  setting  in  early,  were  obliged  to  return  to  the  nearest  place  where  supplies  could 
be  procured ;  crews  and  passengers  suflfered  much  from  scurvy  ;  were  furnished  with  pro- 
visions both  from  Eastmain  and  from  Moose  Factory ;  the  voyage  through  the  straits  and 
bay  was  at  that  time  considered  doubtful  and  hazardous ;  ships,  however,  have  only  wintered 
in  the  bay  once  since  then.  Charlton  Island  was  a  depot  station  of  the  North-west  Company 
of  Montreal  about  the  year  1808  ;  they  had  another  station  on  Hay's  Island,  nearly  oppo- 
site to  Moose  Factory  ;  the  scheme  of  trading  in  the  bay  was  not  found  remunerative,  and 
those  stations  were  abandoned  before  I  returned  from  England  in  1814;  the  lowest  tem- 
perature I  remember  to  have  registered  at  Eastmain  was  50  below  zero. 

Was 
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Was  at  Big  River,  north  of  Eastmain,  in  1818;  did  not  winter  there;  soil  sandy  and    Appendix,  No,  8. 
light ;  climate  similar  to  that  of  Eastmain ;  potatoes  and  other  vegetables  grown  there  not-  ' 

withstanding ;  was  also  at  Rupert's  House,  where  the  soil  is  much  better,  and  the  station 
more  sheltered  than  either  Eastmain  or  Big  River ;  more  favourable  for  garden  cultivation ; 
the  cultivated  grounds  at  all  the  Company's  posts  are  of  small  extent ;  none  that  I  saw 
would  be  called  a  "farm"  in  Canada;  farming  and  fur  trade  reckoned  incompatible 
pursuits  by  the  Company's  managing  officers. 

Have  been  at  Hannah  Bay,  a  small  post  at  the  extremity  of  James  Bay,  maintained 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  wild  fowl  for  the  subsistence  of  the  depot  establishment 
of  servants ;  wild  fowl  are  generally  very  abundant  on  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay. 

Resided  at  Moose  Factory  15  years ;  it  is  the  chief  depot  of  the  Company  in  the  "  southern 
department";  much  sheltered  from  northerly  winds ;  climate  and  soil  good ;  raised  potatoes 
and  other  vegetables  there  in  great  abundance ;  barley  ripened  well ;  small  fruits,  as  currants, 
gooseberries,  strawberries,  and  raspberries  plentiful,  grow  wild  ;  never  knew  wheat  tried, 
the  season  being  too  short ;  horned  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  and  pigs  kept  there  ;  all  housed  in 
winter  ;  the  goods  from  London  are  there  landed,  and  the  furs  shipped. 

Have  been  also  at  Albany,  but  did  not  winter  ;  climate  and  soil  do  not  differ  much  from 
Moose,  being  little  more  than  100  miles  further  north ;  well  sheltered  also,  and  the  extensive 
marshes  on  me  coast  furnish  an  abundant  stock  of  fodder  for  domestic  cattle.  The  Albany 
River  is  considered  one  of  the  best  routes  of  communication  between  Hudson's  Bay  and  the 
Red  River  settlement ;  boats  were  used  for  conveying  goods  to  the  Interior  country  long 
before  the  junction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  North-west  Companies  in  1821 ;  the  most 
western  post  of  the  Albany  district  of  ancient  days  was  Brandon  House,  on  the  River 
Asslnibolne  ;  the  soil  around  the  posts  of  Henley,  Martin's  Falls,  Osnaburg,  and  Lac  Seul, 
is  of  a  quality  that  enables  the  servants  of  the  Company  to  raise  fair  crops  of  potatoes ;  in 
point  of  latitude  these  posts  are  very  little  north  of  Red  River. 

Was  in  England  in  1834-35,  and  on  my  return  to  Canada  was  ordered  into  the  northern 
department  of  the  Company's  trading  territories,  Cumberland  House  being  appointed  as  my 
wintering  station  In  1835 ;  excellent  wheat  grown  at  Cumberland,  which  was  ground  by  us 
with  a  steel  hand-mill ;  made  flour  of  first  quality  ;  other  vegetable  produce  raised  there  with 
complete  success  ;  soil  chiefly  on  limestone,  and  the  climate  favourable  for  garden  stuffs  of 
every  sort ;  the  Company's  horses  were  not  housed  at  all  during  the  winter,  and  throve  very 
well  In  the  reedy  swamps  near  to  the  station ;  this  is  considered,  in  fact,  one  of  the  choice 
posts  of  the  northern  country. 

Was  stationed  at  York  factory  from  1836  to  1841 ;  the  soil  around  not  adapted  to 
cultivation,  being  for  the  most  part  mossy  swamps ;  saw  a  crop  of  turnips  raised  there  in  a 
small  garden  only  once,  failed  In  other  years  from  frequent  blights  and  night-frosts  during 
the  summer  months ;  ice  remains  on  the  coast  through  July ;  pits  were  dug  there  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  the  depth  of  ground  thawed  during  summer ;  repeated  digging  showed 
only  about  three  feet  of  thawed  ground,  whilst  the  perpetually  frozen  ground  was  found  to 
be  about  15  feet.  This  depot  is  the  most  important  post  of  the  Company  on  Hudson's 
Bay,  being  the  centre  of  imports  and  exports  of  the  whole  northern  department ;  Indians 
are  employed  In  transporting  goods,  are  very  expert  voyageurs,  and  engage  readily  in  any 
duties  required  of  them  by  the  Company's  officers ;  they  are  paid  chiefly  in  clothing  and 
other  goods  essential  to  them  for  making  a  winter  hunt  of  furs  ;  many  of  them  died  in  1836 
from  influenza. 

Was  at  the  Company's  post  at  Red  River  for  a  few  months  in  1841  ;  wheat  may  be 
raised  at  the  settlement  In  almost  any  quantity ;  hitherto  the  want  of  a  market  for  their 
products  has  cramped  the  energies  of  the  settlers ;  the  quantity  of  flour  and  other  produce 
required  by  the  Company  Is  so  small  that  it  can  readily  be  furnished  by  three  or  four 
fanners  ;  an  extract  from  the  census  of  1856  shows  that  the  number  of  horses  then  at  the 
settlement  was  about  2,800 ;  horned  cattle,  9,300 ;  pigs,  4,700 ;  sheep,  2,400 ;  estimated 
value  of  live  stock,  52,000 1,  sterling.  The  population  of  the  settlement,  including  Indians, 
is  about  10,000.  A  large  stock  of  wheat  and  flour  is  generally  kept  on  hand  by  the 
Company,  to  guard  against  want,  arising  from  failure  of  crops,  whether  caused  by  spring 
freshets,  summer  droughts,  insects,  or  other  casualties.  Supplies  of  goods  for  the  settle- 
ment are  sometimes  transported  from  York  Factory  in  the  auttimn,  after  arrival  of  the 
Cbmpany's  ship  from  England ;  the  greater  pai-t  is  usually  sent  up  In  the  early  days  of 
summer  ;  settlers  have  begun  to  find  It  more  advantageous  to  sell  their  furs  and  carry  on 
their  commercial  dealings  at  St.  Paul's,  Minnesota ;  they  have  the  choice  there  of  a  greater 
variety  of  goods,  and  obtain  farming  implements  which  are  not  yet  manufactured  in  the 
settlement,  or  Imported  by  the  Company.  A  considerable  portion  of  British  trade  is  thus 
becoming  lost  both  to  England  and  Canada ;  is  yearly  increasing,  and  will  continue  to 
increase  in  amount.  A  well  supplied  depot  or  store  established  at  the  "  Lake  of  the 
Woodsy"  which  is  only  about  100  miles  from  the  Company's  post  at  Fort  Garry,  might 
probably  divert  a  considerable  portion  of  the  trade  from  the  American  course  it  is  now 
taking.  It  may  also  be  desirable  to  counteract  as  much  as  possible  every  tendency  towards 
a  leaning  or  dependence  on  our  neighbours  for  supplying  the  wants  of  the  colonists. 
Troops  being  stationed  at  Red  River,  it  becomes  Important  that  a  regular  chain  of  commu- 
nication with  them  should  be  immediately  and  permanently  established,  and  depots  of 
military  stores  formed.  Hudson's  Bay  and  Straits  being  closed  by  barriers  of  ice,  and 
communications  by  that  sea  route  only  practicable  at  one  particular  season  of  the  year.  It  is, 
I  conceive,  very  important  indeed  that  provision  should  be  made  for  every  contingency  that 

0.24— Sess.  2.  3  c  4  may 


392  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 

Appendix,  No.  8.    may  probably  arise.     If  it  should  be  found  desirable  to  send  a  re-Inforcement  of  troops  to 

the  settlement  at  a  late  period  of  the  year,  say  September,  or  to  send  additional  stores  of 

any  kind,  it  is  clearly  "  impracticable  "  for  a  second  vessel  to  make  the  voyage  by  the  straits 
at  that  season.     On  the  other  hand,  in  ordinary  years  the  route  between  Lake  Superior  and 
the  Red  River  settlement,  by  way  of  Rainy  Lake,  is  open  during  the  month  of  October  ;  it 
seems  to  me,  therefore,  almost  indispensable  that  the  portage  roads  should  be  cleared,  and 
a  boat  communication  be  established  with  the  least  possible   delay ;  my  opinion  is,  and  I 
think  I  shall  be  sustained  in  this  opinion  by  older  members  of  the  North-west  Company, 
that  boats  may  be  used  (in  what  is  now  the  canoe  track  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company)  for 
transporting  bulky  or  hea^y  packages  from  Lake  Superior  to  Rainy  Lake.     Thence  to  Lake 
Winnipeg  boats  arc  used,  and  have  been  iised  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  many 
years  back,  in  the  transport  of  their  goods  and  furs  to  and  fro.     The  whole   length  of  this 
canoe  track,  including  lakes,  rivers,  and  portages,  does  not  exceed  150  miles  ;  there  would 
be  some  difficulty  and  labour  in  clearing  these  portages  and  improving  the  navigation  of  the 
j-mall  shallow  streams  that  have  to  be  passed ;  but  I  cannot  give  way  to  the  assertion  that 
the  difficulties  to  be  contended  with  are  insurmountable,  and  the  route  consequently  imprac- 
ticable, except  for  north  canoes.     A  sufficient  force  of  men,  with  an  ample  supply  of  tools, 
woxdd  make  the  road  passable  in  a  month  or  two  ;  and  if  wintering  parties  were  placed  at 
certain  points,  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  the  whole  route  may  be  placed  in  good  travelling^ 
order  before  the  expiration  of  another  ycai'.     The  positions  I  would  suggest   as  points  of 
occupation  are.  Fort  William,  the  Lake   of  the  Thousand  Islands,    and  the  point  of  the 
boimdary  line  terminating  on  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  ;  boats  might  be  constructed  during 
the  winter  at  each  of  these  positions,  and  remain  on  the  chain  of  waters  where  reqiiired. 
At  an  after-period,  when  the  portage  roads  are  completed,  tramways  may  be  laid  down, 
and  trucks  used  for  the  conveyance  of  heavy  stores  and  baggage.     Improved  portage  roads 
and  river  navigation  would  also  enable  settlers  from  Canada  to  locate  themselves  on  the 
borders  of  the  Kaministiquoia  and  Rainy  Rivers,  or  other  suitable  places,  of  which  we  have 
such  glowing  accounts  by  travellers  who  have  passed  through  that  interesting  country. 
There  are  several  considerable  lakes  on  that  line  of  route,  and  there  are  many  parts  of  the 
rivers  without  rapids  or  portages,  so  that  the  land  carriage  would  not  be  very  great.     The 
officers  of  the  Company  pass  through  the  country  so  rapidly,  they  have  little  or  no  opportunity 
for  making  observations  as  to  the  quality  of  soil,  or  its  fitness  for  agricultural  purposes  and 
settlement ;  nor  do  they  take  much  note  of  distances  from  point  to  point.      The   Red 
River  section,  the  Swan  River,  the  Saskatchewan,  the  Assiniboine,  and  the  lands  west  of 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  are  considered  the  most  desirable  portions  of  the  country  for  farm- 
ing piu-poses.     Other  localities  are  no  doubt  equally  as  good,  and  where  wood  is  more 
abundant,  as  the  Winnipeg  River,  and  the  borders  of  Rainy  Lake. 

No  agricultural  "  settlers"  (properly  so  called)  are  permitted  at  or  near  the  Company's 
trading  stations,  excepting  Red  River ;  their  stations  are  occupied  solely  by  the  officers  and 
employees  of  the  Company  and  their  families,  the  Indians  being  the  only  other  residents 
near  the  stations. 

There  have  been  occasions  when  provisions  and  goods  were  sent  in  canoes  to  Rainy  Lake  ; 
but  those  were  very  rare,  and  arose  from  unusual  circumstances,  the  regular  supplies  for 
the  district  being  always  sent  from  York  factory  in  boats. 

Have  been  several  times  in  charge  of  the  station  at  Norway  House ;  it  is  the  central 
depot  of  the  upper  country ;  the  Company's  "brigades"  of  boats  for  the  Saskatchewan, 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  Cumberland,  English  River,  Athabasca,  Mackenzie's  River,  Swan 
River,  Red  River,  and  Rainy  Lake,  all  receive  their  voyaging  supplies  at  this  station ;  it  is 
especially  the  depot  for  Athabasca  and  Mackenzie's  River.  The  goods  for  Mackenzie's 
River  are  sent  in  by  a  brigade  of  boats  fitted  out  from  Red  River,  and  leave  Norway  House 
in  June ;  they  are  met  by  the  Mackenzie's  River  boats  at  Poitage  La  Loche,  or  Methy 
Portage  ;  cargoes  are  exchanged  ;  ihe  boats  of  Mackenzie's  River  return  to  the  head  quarters 
of  the  district  to  which  they  belong.  Fort  Simpson ;  and  those  of  Red  River  to  York  Factory, 
where  they  arrive  often  barely  in  time  to  ship  the  furs  for  London.  The  Athabasca  supplies 
are  lodged  at  Norway  House,  and  are  carried  in  by  the  same  boats  that  bring  out  the  furs ; 
these  furs  are  then  sent  forward  to  York  Factory  by  other  brigades.  Good  potatoes  are 
grown  at  Norway  House,  and  at  the  Indian  village  in  the  neighbourhood ;  this  village  was 
commenced  by  a  Wesleyan  missionary  from  Canada  in  1836  or  1837,  and  is  increasing  year 
by  year ;  the  Indians  have  built  log  houses,  cultivated  patches  of  land,  are  industrious,  and 
gradually  becoming  independent  of  fur  hunting ;  soil  at  the  village  good  ;  have  not  known 
wheat  tried  there,  but  being  on  the  same  parallel  as  Cumberland,  may  be  raised  when 
further  clearances  have  been  made;  these  Indians  are  the  carriers  and  voyageurs  of  the 
district,  and  are  consequently  absent  from  home  the  greater  part  of  the  summer. 

From  1842  to  1845,  when  I  resigned  my  first  commission  and  came  to  Canada,  was 
stationed  at  Oxford  House  ;  experienced  no  difficulty  whatever  in  raising  vegetables,  with  a 
sufficiency  of  potatoes  for  the  use  of  the  Company's  people,  and  had  some  to  spare  for  York 
Factory,  and  for  the  Indians. 

There  is  another  Indian  village  on  the  Saskatchewan  River,  near  Cumberland ;  it  is  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  Missionary  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  going  on  prosperously ; 
wheat  is  raised  there  ;  also  barley,  and  \'egetables  of  almost  every  description. 

Goods  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  of  that  country  arc  shipped  from  London,  generally 
in  the  first  week  of  June  ;  arrive  at  the  depots  on  Hudson's  Bay  in  the  end  of  August,  or 
beginning  of  September;  discharge  cargoes,  and  re-load  with  furs  as  quickly  as  possible, 
and  return  to  England;  a  very  small  part  of  the  goods  is  distributed  to  the  trading  stations 
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in  the  autumn ;  the  greater  portion  remains  in  store  all  winter,  and  is  distributed  throughout    Appendix,  No.  8. 

the  whole  of  the  districts  in  the  following  summer.     Boats  are  used  in  the  transport  service  

of  every  district,  except  Abitlibbi  and  Temiscainingue;  those  are  the  only  places  I  know 
where  canoes  are  in  use  for  conveying  goods  and  furs. 

The  river  navigation  from  York  Factory  to  Lake  Winnipeg  is  much  intenupted  by  shallows, 
rapids,  and  falls;  some  are  dangerous  when  tlie  water  is  high  ;  portages  are  not  veiy  long, 
and  the  whole  route  has  been  much  improved  since  18-21  ;  from  Moose  Factory  to  Lake 
Superior,  the  water  communications  have  been  improved  in  a  similar  manner 

The  Indians  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  benefited  by  a  free  open  trade,  provided  spirituous 
liquors  could  be  excluded ;  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  articles,  wiiich  are  to  them  the 
necessaries  of  life,  they  would  be  able  to  obtain  with  greater  facility,  and  in  more  abundance 
than  they  now  do ;  the  chances  of  suffering  and  privation,  from  not  having  adequate  , 
supplies,  would  be  lessened  ;  and,  no  longer  obliged  to  roam  over  the  country  in  search  of  a 
livelihood,  families  would  congregate  together,  become  tillers  of  land,  and  their  condition 
be  thus  greatly  improved. 

There  is  a  fixed  tariff  for  sales  of  goods  to  the  Company's  servants,  in  all  parts  ..of  the 
country  50  per  cent,  on  prime  cost ;  commissioned  otiicers  pay  33  j  per  cent.,  which  is 
allowed  to  cover  freight  and  cliarges  to  the  depots;  there  is  no  fixed  or  regular  tariff  for 
dealings  with  the  Indians;  the  custom  of  the  post  regulates  prices,  both  for  goods  and  furs. 
When  I  was  in  the  service,  the  Indian  tariff  prices,  or  custom  prices,  had  not  been  changed 
at  some  of  the  districts  for  many  years ;  goods  are  dearer  at  the  distant  posts,  and  prices 
vary  at  each,  more  or  less;  great  latitude  in  this  respect  is  allowed  to  officers  in  charge  of 
districts  ;  the  success  of  the  trade  and  welfare  of  the  Indians  depend  chiefly,  almost  entirely, 
on  their  judgment  and  management,  not  on  the  Directors  in  London  or  on  the  Governor  of 
Kupert's  Land ;  general  arrangements  for  conducting  the  trade  are  made  by  the  councils  of 
ofl^cers  held  once  a  year  in  the  country.  The  Governor  presides ;  councils  determine  the 
outfits  of  goods ;  number  of  men  to  be  employed ;  stations  to  be  occupied ;  boats  to  be 
sent  in  qr  out ;  minor  details  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  officers  appointed  to  the  charge  of 
districts  and  posts ;  officers  amenable  to  the  council ;  each  officer  makes  an  order  for  the 
goods  he  considers  needful  for  the  trade  of  his  district,  restricted  according  to  the  number 
of  boats  ordered  ;  supplies  are  sometimes  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  Indians;  they  do 
not  unfrequently  suffer  from  this  cause.  Orders  for  goods  sometimes  curtailed  and 
diminished  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  dep6t  ;  sometimes  in  England  by  the  Governor  ; 
depot  officer  responsible  to  council  in  such  case ;  the  treatment  of  the  Indians,  whether 
humane,  or  otherwise,  depends  entirely  on  the  officers  in  charge  of  posts ;  his  liberality 
governed  by  his  outfit.  A  general  order  was  made  in  1821,  that  the  Indians  be  treated  with 
kindness  and  humanity ;  that  order  has  never  been  rescinded ;  gunpowder,  shot,  and  ball, 
fishing  twines,  blankets,  cloths  and  axes,  are  the  chief  necessaries ;  without  these  the 
Indians  may  perish.  In  all  parts  of  the  country  where  I  have  been,  the  Indians  were 
peaceable  and  inoffensive  ;  troublesome  when  intoxicated,  sometimes  dangerous  ;  they  have 
been  reduced  in  number  by  diseases,  as  small-pox,  influenza,  hooping-cough,  scarlet  fever, 
&c. ;  never  knew  of  any  hospital  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  the  Company's 
■  posts  are  so  few  and  far  between,  that  the  Indians  cannot  readily  obtain  relief  or  assistance 
in  a  time  of  sickness;  each  post  supplied  with  sucli  medicines  as  the  officer  in  charge  may 
order;  one  medical  man  at  each  depot  only;  no  schools  or  schoolmasteis  at  the  posts, 
excepting  Red  River;  none  that  I  know  of,  from  1814  to  1845;  tliere  may  be,  since  I  left 
the  service. 

Goods  in  the  original  package  from  Englaf.d  may  be  laid  down  at  Lake  Superior  in  the 
month  of  May,  or  by  the  first  week  in  June;  the  Company  cannot  be  unaware  of  this  fact; 
their  goods  are  only  leaving  England  at  that  da,ie  ;  the  Company's  posts  at  Lake  Nipi>inque, 
Lake  Huron,  Sault  St.  Marie,  and  Lake  Superior,  ;ire  all  supplied  with  goods  from  their 
depot  at  Moose  Factory;  these  goods  only  arrive  at  their  several  destinations  16  months 
after  shipment  from  London.  Goods  from  Canada  might  be  conveyed  to  the  shores  of 
Hudson's  Bay  or  to  Lake  Winnipeg  in  July,. or  three  months  only  after  shipment;  the  furs 
traded  from  the  Indians  within  the  same  limits  are  collected  at  Mechipicotin,  and  conveyed 
to  Moose  Factory,  where  they  are  shipped  to  London,  might  certainly  be  in  London  ^by 
conveying  them  through  Canada),  in  the  month  of  September,  or  date  of  shipment  from 
Moose  Factory;  when  the  ships  wintered  in  Hudson's  Bay,  the  furs  did  not  of  course  reach 
London  until  the  following  year.  Was  four  years  itt  the  King's  posts  and  seignearies  on 
the  St.  Lawrence,  in  tiie  Company's  service  ;  the  furs  from  tliose  po>ts  and  from  the  Ottawa, 
were  sent  to  Quebec  for  shipment  to  London  ;  the  furs  of  Teraiscaminque,  Abittibbi,  Grand 
Sac,  Trout  Lake,  Waswanopy  and  Mistasinny,  are  all  sent  to  Moose  ;  receive  their  supplies 
of  goods  from  the  same  place ;  the  Company's  private  rights  are  not  much  respected  on  the 
St.  Lawrence. 

Have  not  been  at  the  Oregon,  or  crossed  the  Hocky  Mountains,  neither  have  I  been  at 
any  of  the  districts  north  or  west  of  Cumberland  House ;  my  position  at  the  depot  enabled 
me  to  gain  inforniation,  and  know  what  was  doing  in  those  parts  of  the  country.  Potatoes 
were  raised  at  the  Saskatchewan,  Lesser  Slave  Lake,  English  River,  Athabasca,  and  other 
posts  in  the  southern  part  of  the  Mackenzie  River,  although  sometimes  cut  off  by  frosts. 

Churchill  and  Severn,  posts  on  the  coast  of  Hudson's  Bay,  are  supplied  from  York 
0,24 — Sess.  2.  3D  Factory 
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Appendix,  No.  8.    Factory  by  means  of  boats  and   small   schooners  ;  the  proximity  of  bay  ice  renders  garden 

crops  very  uncertain ;  in  favourable  years  they  raise  vegetables  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of 

the  whale  rivers  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  bay  ;  at  these  places  porpoise  fishing  is  now 
carried  on,  hut  with  very  little,  if  any,  pecuniary  benefit  to  the  Company.  There  are  no 
sahiion  01-  other  fisheries  carried  on  in  Hudson's  Bay;  never  attempted,  so  far  as  I  know; 
too  much  ice  in  Hudson's  Bay  and  Straits  to  make  a  profitable  speculation. 

The  actino-  partners  or  officers  of  the  fur  trade  stationed  in  the  country  have  no  voice  in 
regard  to  leases  or  charteis  of  the  Company ;  these  matters  are  arranged  and  settled  by  the 
Board  of  Directors  in  London;  and  it  is  only  from  thence,  or  from  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, that  information  is  or  can  be  derived.  The  commissioned  officers  of  the  Company 
are  governed  by  a  distinct  code  of  regulations  or  "  deed  poll,"  as  it  is  termed,  and  covenant 
entered  into  when  they  receive  their  commissions ;  and  by  this  deed  poll  their  interest  in  the 
•      trade  is  defined  and  guaranteed. 

The  memorandum  of  the  Honourable  Comniissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  published  in  the 
"  Return  to  an  address  of  the  Honourable  the  Legislative  Assembly,"  is  so  replete  with 
valuable  data  on  which  to  ground  a  report  by  this  Committee,  that  I  cannot  regret  my  own 
inabihty  to  say  anything  of  importance  on  the  charter  of  the  Company,  their  leases,  or  their 
titles.  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  Honourable  Commissioner,  that  the  time  has  arrived, 
when  the  measures  he  has  suggested  should  be  "  most  forcibly  pressed  upon  the  Imperial 
Government;"  and  I  beg  your  permission  to  express  my  deep-felt  conviction,  that  on  the 
decision  of  this  Committee,  and  the  course  of  action  that  may  be  taken  by  the  Canadian 
Government  at  this  juncture,  depends  the  future  weal  or  woe  of  my  countrymen  in  the 
British  North-west  Possessions. 


Mr.  William  MacD.  Dawson,  called  in,  and  Examined. 

I  AM  the  head  of  the  Woods  and  Forests  Branch  of  the  Crown  Land  Department,  and 
reside  in  Toronto. 

I  have  never  had  any  difficulty  or  quarrel  with  any  one  connected  with  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company. 

Have  you  particularly  studied  the  titles  under  wliich  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  claim 
certain  rights  of  soil,  jurisdiction,  and  trade  on  this  continent? 

I  have  made  this  subject  a  particular  object  of  study  for  many  years,  and  have  omitted 
no  opportunity  of  acquiring  information  upon  it;  and  although  with  more  lime  than  I  could 
devote  to  it,  and  a  more  extended  research,  much  additional  information  could  be  obtained, 
I  believe  that  it  would  only  tend  to  fill  up  details,  and  strengthen  and  confirm  the  results 
of  the  investigation  I  have  already  made. 

Will  you  state  to  the  Committee  the  result  of  your  investigation? 

The  result  of  my  investiixation  has  been  to  demonstrate  that  in  the  Red  River  and  Sas- 
katchawan  countries,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  no  right  or  title  whatever,  except 
what  they  have  in  common  with  other  British  subjects.  Wherever  they  have  any  possession 
or  occupancy,  then  they  are  simply  squatters,  the  same  as  they  are  at  Fort  William, 
Lacloche,  Lake  Nipissing,  or  any  of  their  other  posts  in  Canada. 

The  governmental  attributes  they  claim  in  ihat  country  are  a  fiction,  and  their  exercise  a 
palpable  infraction  of  law. 

I  am  no  enemy  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  nor  to  any  individual  connected  with  it; 
and  I  think  that  there  are  at  the  present  day  extenuating  circumstances  to  justify  a  great 
degree  of  forbearance  towards  tliem  when  their  position  comes  to  be  dealt  with,  either 
judicially  or  legislatively- 
Illegal  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  tlieir  present  position  is  a  sort  of  moral  necessity  with  them. 
The  first  attempt  of  the  Company,  under  Lord  Selkirk's  regime,  to  assume  that  position, 
was  no  doubt  a  monstrous  U'^urpation  ;  but  it  v/as  defeated,  though  not  till  it  had  caused 
much  bloodshed. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Canadian  Traders  (North-west  Company),  afterwards 
amalgamated  ;  and  then,  in  pursuance  of  a  policy  most  dexterously  planned  and  executed, 
carried  the  trade  away  back  into  the  interior,  from  the  very  shores  of  the  lakes  and  rivers 
adjoinins  the  settlements  of  Canada,  and  took  it  round  by  Hudson's  Bay,  to  keep  it  out  of 
view,  to  lessen  the  chances  of  a  new  opposition  springing  up. 

They  also  gave  out  that  it  was  their  country  (a  fiction  which  the  license  of  exclusive  trade 
for  the  Indian  territories  helped  them  to  maintain)  ;  and  they  industriously  published  and 
circulated  maps  of  it  as  such,  which,  being  copied  into  other  maps  and  geographical  works, 
the  delusion  became  very  general  indeed. 

When  therefore,  by  this  means,  they  had  been  left  alone  in  those  remote  territories,  with- 
out anv  intercourse  with  ihe  organised  tribunals  or  legitimate  governnient  of  the  country, 
(an  intercourse  which  their  monetary  interests  forbade  them  to  seek),  it  became  a  sort  of 
necessity  for  them  to  establish  a  jurisdiction  of  their  own. 

It  is  true  tliat  they  have  gone  to  an  extreitie  in  this  matter,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to 

excuse : 
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excuse  ;  but  in  such  a  case  it  is  hard  to  take  the  first  step,  and  be  able  to  stop  afterwards,    Appendix  No.  8. 

more  particularly  when  it  consists  in  a  total  antagoni'^ni  to  existing  law,  or  rather  in  assuming  

to  themselves  the  functions  of  constituted  authoiities,  where  they  legally  possess  only  the 
rights  of  subjects  and  traders  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  community. 

But  having  once  assumed  and  exercised  those  powers,  and  thereby  made  themselves 
amenable  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  ii  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  have  sought  to 
justify  it  on  the  pretence  that  they  possess  the  powers  of  government,  which  (doubtful  at  best 
even  in  those  localities  where  they  have  some  show  of  title)  are  without  the  least  foundation 
on  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan  or  Ked  Rivers. 

In  thus  palliating  the  tenacity  with  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  cling  to  tlieir 
fictitious  title  I  may  be  accused  of  being  their  apologist,  but  I  am  so  only  to  the  extent  that, 
at  the  present  dav,  their  position  has  become  a  necessity  ;  ior,  in  so  far  as  they  have  affected 
the  rights  of  others,  they  have  rendered  themselves  liable  to  the  most  serious  consequences, 
should  any  party  aggrieved  see  fit  to  appeal  to  the  legal  tribunals  of  the  country  ;  and  it  is 
but  natural  to  suppose  that  ihey  will  endeavour  to  maintain  the  fiction  long  enough  to  enable 
them  to  effect  a  compromise. 

Any  number  of  individuals  might  associate  themselves  together  for  mining,  hunting,  or 
agriculture,  say  at  Lake  Nipissing  or  on  Anticosti ;  and  finding  no  legal  tribunals  there,  or 
within  their  reach,  they  might  establish  a  jurisdiction  of  their  own,  and  execute  their  judg- 
ments. Circumstances  may  be  imagined  in  which  such  a  course,  if  resulting  from  the 
necessity  of  their  position,  might  be  morally  right,  though  legally  wrong  ;  but  nothing  short 
of  an  Act  of  Lidemnity  could  save  them  from  the  consequences,  if  pursued  by  those  whose 
rights  they  had  affected. 

Such  is  exactly  the  position  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  the  Red  River,  and,  for 
the  judgments  they  have  rendered  there,  they  are  undoubtedly  amenable  to  be  judged  by 
the  legally  constituted  tribunals  of  this  country  ;  and  those  whom  they  have  condemned  or 
punished,  or  whose  rights  or  interests  they  have  adjudicated  upon,  can  certainly  obtain 
redress. 

And  to  this  extent   I   would  be  their  advocate,  that,  in  so  far  as  their  assumption  of 

iurisdiction  has  been  in  a  manner  a  necessity  resulting  from  the  acts  of  former  years,  the 
jCgislature  should  pass  an  Act  of  Indemnity  to  shield  them  from  the  consequences ;  the 
circumstances  to  be  first  investigated,  however,  by  a  commission  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  that  purpose. 

It  may  seem  presumptuous  in  me  to  put  the  case  so  strongly  in  opposition  to  the  general 
view  of  their  territorial  rights;  but  it  is  not  a  matter  of  opinion,  it  is  a  matter  of  fact. 
I  could  have  no  hesitation  to  state  as  a  fact,  that  the  county  of  York  and  the  district  of 
Montreal  are  not  portions  of  the  Company's  territory,  but  the  fact  that  the  Red  River  and 
Saskatchewan  are  not  in  their  territory  is  just  as  strong  and  absolute  ;  and  the  circumstance 
that  the  one  happens  to  be  better  known  than  the  other  does  not  alter  the  fact  in  the  one 
case  more  than  the  other. 

But  the  generally  received  view  of  the  subject  is  but  of  recent  date,  and  simply  the  result 
of  the  circumstance,  that  no  one  in  particular  has  taken  any  interest  in  denying  it.  It  is 
only  since  the  union  of  the  Companies  in  1 821  that  there  has  been  no  obstacle  to  the  con- 
tinuous imposition  of  the  Company's  views  upon  the  public,  till  they  ultimately  became 
rather  unopposed  than  accepted  ;  and,  in  denying  it  now,  I  am  simply  in  accord  with  the 
highest  authorities,  whose  province  it  has  been  to  treat  the  question  judicially. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Company  did  not  attempt  to  even  enter  upon  these  coun- 
tries until  104  years  after  the  date  of  their  charter,  viz.,  in  1774 ;  and  that  they  then  did  so, 
not  as  taking  possession  under  their  charter,  but  only  to  participate  in  a  tratbc  then  in  the 
hands  of  British  subjects  trading  from  Canada  in  virtue  of  the  conquest  or  cession  of  the 
country,  through  which,  and  not  in  virtue  of  their  charter,  the  Company  also  had,  of  course, 
a  right  to  trade  as  British  subjects. 

A  rivalry  having  been  kept  up  for  many  years  in  the  trade,  and  the  absurd  construction 
of  the  charter  nojv  contended  for  having  been  invented,  the  attempt  to  exercise  the  powers 
claimed  was  made  by  the  Company,  through  Lord  Selkirk,  first  theoretically  about  the 
years  1811-12,  and  practically  about  1814,  by  warning  off  the  North-west  Company, 
and  obstructing  the  channel  of  their  trade;  and  the  result  was  a  great  deal  of  strife  and 
bloodshed.  In  the  course  of  this  strife  various  appeals  were  made  to  the  provincial  and 
Imperial  Governments,  and  to  the  legal  tribunals,  and  in  every  instance  the  decisions  were 
constructively  or  directly  adverse  to  ihe  pretensions  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

In  a  despatch  to  the  Governor-general  from  Earl  Bathurst,  by  order  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  under  date  6th  February  1817,  I  find  the  following  instructions  in 
relation  to  these  events ; 

"  You  will  also  require,  under  similar  penalties,  the  res  itution  of  all  forts,  buildings,  or 
trading  stations,  with  the  property  which  they  contain,  which  may  have  been  seized  or 
taken  possession  of  by  either  party,  to  the  party  who  originally  established  or  constructed 
the  same,  and  who  were  possessed  of  them  previous  to  the  recent  disputes  between  the  two 
Companies. 

"  You  will  also  require  the  removal  of  any  blockade  or  impediment  by  which  any  party 
may  have  attempted  to  prevent  or  interrupt  the  free  passage  of  traders  or  others  of  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  or  the  natives  of  the  country,  with  their  merchandise,  furs,  provisions, 
and  other  effects,  throughout  the  lakes,  rivers,  roads,  and  every  other  usual  route  or  commu- 
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and  the  full  and  free  permission  for  all  persons  to  pursue  their  usual  and  accustomed  trade 

without  hinderance  or  molestation." 

And  in  conclusion,  this  object  is  again  peremptorily  insisted  on,  viz.,  "the  mutual  resto- 
ration of  all  property  captured  during  these  disputes,  and  the  freedom  of  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indians,  until  the  trials  now  pending  can  be  brought  to  a  judicial  decision, 
and  the  great  question  at  issue  with  respect  to  the  rights  of  tlie  two  Companies  shall  be 
definitely  settled." 

The  trials  then  pending,  to  which  the  above  allusion  has  reference,  were  those  instituted 
by  Lord  Selkirk  against  the  partners  and  employees  of  the  North-west  Company,  who  had 
resisted  the  pretensions  of  tlie  Hudsoci's  Bay  Company,  and  in  consequence  of  which  a 
battle  was  fought  on  the  Frog  Plains,  at  the  Red  River,  in  which  some  20  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  people  were  killed,  including  the  "  Governor,"  as  they  styled  their  chief  officer.  These 
trials  vv'ere  for  murder  (some  of  the  parties  as  principals  and  some  accessories)  for  arson, 
robbery  (stealing  cannon),  and  other  high  misdemeanors,  and  were  held  in  this  city,  then  the 
town  of  York,  in  October  1818,  and  resulted  in  the  acquittal  of  all  the  parties  on  all  the 
charges,  though  it  was  not  denied  that  some  of  them  had  been  in  the  battle,  in  which,  how- 
ever, they  contended  that  they  were  in  defence  of  their  just  rights. 

These  trials  were  held  under  the  Canada  Jurisdiction  Act  (43  Geo.  3,  c.  138),  under  a 
commission  from  Lower  Canada;  but  the  jurisdiction  under  that  Act  beins:  questioned  on 
the  ground  that  the  Frog  Plains  were  in  Upper  Canada,  and  therefore  not  in  the  territories 
affected  by  that  Act,  the  Court  was  so  doubtful  on  the  question  of  boundary  that  the  charge 
to  the  jury  diref.ted  that,  incase  of  finding  the  prisoners  guilty,  they  should  return  a  special 
verdict  setting  forth  that  "  they  could  not  see  iVom  any  evidence  before  them  what  were  the 
limits  of  ITpper  Canada." 

The  Attorney-general  was  unable  to  define  tiiese  limits,  but  appealed  to  the  Court  to 
decide,  as  they  were  deducible  from  treatie;-.  Acts  of  Parliament,  and  prot-lamations,  &c., 
and  the  judgment  of  the  Court  was  as  above  stated,  the  following  passage  occurring  in  the 
charge  of  the  Chief  Justice  : — 

"  Mr.  Attorney-general  has  put  in  evidence  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  Frog  Plains, 
but  he  does  not  put  in  evidence  whethei  this  latitude  and  longitude  be  without  or  within  the 
boundaries  of  Upper  Canada,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  from  90°  to  100"  or  150°  from  the 
western  limit  of  Upper  Canada." 

In  other  words,  the  Court  could  not  affirm  that  Upper  Canada  had  any  western  limit  on 
this  side  of  the  Pacific,  and  the  Court  was  right ;  its  westerly  limit  never  had  been  assigned, 
and  absolute  evidence  of  the  very  nature  which  the  Attorney-general  (now  Chief  Justice) 
admitted  would  be  proof  upou  the  subject,  existed  so  far  as  to  prove  that  the  province 
extended  beyond  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  wiihout  determining  how  far  beyond;  but  it  was 
not  his  duty  to  quote  it,  as  he  was  prosecuting  for  a  conviction  as  directed  by  a  special  com- 
mission from  Lower  Canada  under  a  particular  Act.  An  acquittal,  however,  rendered  any 
special  verdict  unnecessary,  and  the  question  was  not  therefore  further  tried  on  these 
cases. 

1  must  remark,  however,  that  the  question  raised  was  solely  whether  the  scene  of  the 
outrages  at  Red  Rivtr  was  in  Canada  or  the  Indian  territory,  nut  whether  it  was  iii  Canada 
or  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  territory.  The  latter  alternative  was  not  even  entertained, 
having  been  abuost  entirely  ignored  on  the  trials  as  too  manifestly  absurd  to  make  any  legal 
fight  upon  at  all. 

In  short,  the  case  for  the  defence  was  based  on  a  justification  of  resistance  to  the  assumed 
authority  of  the  Company,  whose  preposterous  pretensions  on  the  Red  River  with  ''  governors, 
sheriffs,  &c.,"  were  treated  with  ridicule,  though  without  detracting  from  the  individuals, 
"Governor'  Semple,  who  was  killed,  or  his  predecessor,  M'Donnell,  who  were  worthy  of 
the  highest  respect,  though,  li-ke  many  others,  imposed  upon  in  the  first  instance  by  the 
specious  pretences  of  the  Company  and  Lord  Selkirk. 

Other  actions  and  trials  were  held  in  Upper  Canada,  all  of  which,  so  far  as  I  have  been 
able  to  trace  them,  were  adverse  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

In  February  1819,  in  this  city,  William  Smith,  under-sherifi' of  the  then  Western  District, 
obtained  .'iOO/.  damages  against  Lord  Selkirk,  th-:;n  at  the  head  of  a  large  armed  force,  for 
resisting  him  in  the  execution  of  a  writ  of  restitution,  founded  upon  a  verdict  obtained  at 
Sandwich  in  1816,  and  resistance  also  to  a  warrant  for  his  Lordship's  arrest. 

At  the  same  time,  Daniel  M'Kenzie  obtained  1,500/.  damages  for  forcible  detention,  &c., 
by  Lord  Selkirk. 

Criminal  proceedings  were  also  instituted,  and  a  bill  of  indictment  found  against  Lord 
Selkirk  himself  and  the  leaders  of  his  party,  for  their  illegal  transactions  in  the  Western 
teiritories  ;  but  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  trace  up  the  result  of  this  case,  and  no  doubt 
much  valuable  information  could  be  obtained  by  some  one  having  more  time  than  I  have 
had  to  hunt  up  the  records  of  these  proceedings. 

'I  he  latter  trials,  I  believe,  were  in  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
not  under  the  special  Act  for  the  Lidim  territories,  &c.,  and  the  proceedings  taken  extended 
to  transactions  far  down  the  waters  descending  to  Lake  Winnipeg. 

Having  shown  the  views  of  the  judicial  authorities  of  Upper  Canada,  I  would  advert  for  a 
moment  to  those  of  Lower  Canada. 

In 
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In  May  1818  Charles  de  Reimbard  was  tried  at  Quebec  for  murder  committed  in  1816  on     AoDendii  No  8 

tbe  River  Wimiipeg,  under  the  Canada  Jurisdiction   Act.     Exception  was  taken  to  the       ^^  L     '    ' 

jurisdiction  of  the  Court,  on  the  ground  that  the  locaUty  was  not  in  the  Indian  territory,  but 
within  the  limits  of  Upper  Canada. 

The  Court  over-ruled  the  objection,  and  decided  that  the  westerly  boundary  of  Upper 
Canada  was  a  line  on  the  meridian  of  88°  50'  Wost  from  London. 

I  hardly  think  that  any  surveyor,  geographer,  or  delineator  of  boundaries  of  any  expe- 
rience or  scientific  attainments  would  concur  in  the  decision. 

The  question  would  be  top  long,  however,  to  discuss  now,  and  I  shall  only  say  that  it  was 
based  on  the  assumption  that,  of  the  territory  previously  belonging  to  and  acquired  from 
France  in  1763,  only  a  part  was  organised  as  the  Proyince  of  Quebec,  and  that  the  two 
Provinces  of  Canada,  after  the  division,  were  confined  to  the  same  limits  provided  for  the 
former  by  the  Act  of  1774.  The  Court,  the  Attorney-general,  and  the  counsel  for  the 
prisoner  alike  concurred  in  the  fact  that  the  River  Winnipeg  was  a  part  of  the  country  pre- 
viously belonging  to  France,  ;ind  ceded  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,  and  at  no  stage  of 
the  proceedings  was  the  question  of  its  being  a  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  terri- 
tories for  one  moment  entertained. 

De  Reimbard  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  death  ;  but  although  the  Court  refused 
to  reconsider  its  decision,  yet  the  reasoning  of  Messrs.  Stuart  &  Valliere  was  so  clear,  that 
the  judges  deemed  it  expedient  that  the  execution  should  be  delayed  till  the  decision  of  the 
Imperial  Government  could  be  had  upon  the  question  of  jurisdiction. 

The  actual  reasons  i^iven  by  the  Imperial  Government  I  have  not  beeii  able  to  get  at;  but 
J  know  that  when  the  decision  was  g.ven  the  prisoner  was  released,  and  that  the  question 
submitted  was  that  of  jurisdiction,  as  above  stated. 

I  must  here  remark  that  notwithstanding  the  able  and  convincing  arguments  of  Messrs. 
.Stuart  and  Valliere,  they  omitted  one  point,  which  the  Court  would  have  been  obliged,  by 
its  own  admissions,  to  have  accepted  as  conclusive  against  the  judgment  it  gave. 

The  decision  given  was  based  upon  the  construction  put  by  the  Court  upon  the  actual 
wording  of  an  Act  of  Parhament,  but  it  was  admitted  that  the  country  to  the  west  only 
"came  into  the  possession  oC  the  British  Crown  at  (he  Treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,"  and  it 
was  admitted  that  the  Kin.i;  could  by  an  act  of  sovereign  authority,  "  have  placed  that 
country  under  the  Government  of  Canada  ;"  it  was  merely  denied  that  he  did  do  so,  not 
asserted  that  he  could  not  do  it,  The  counsel  for  the  prisoner  did  not  chance  to  come  upon 
the  commissions  of  the  Governors,  or  they  vvould  have  found  that  there  had  been  such  an 
"  act  of  sovereign  authority,"  distinctly  describing  that  country  to  the  west  of  the  Lake 
of  the  Woods  as  attached  to  the  Government  of  Canada,  and  the  Court  by  its  own  admis- 
sion must  have  been  bound  by  it. 

I  may  also  remark,  ihat  the  decision  of  the  Court  at  Quebec  would  have  made  the  westerly 
limit  of  Upper  Canada  a  long  way  east  of  the  United  States  boundaiy,  leaving  out  the 
shores  of  the  lake  (where  we  are  now  selling  mining  lands)  and  iis  westerly  tributaiies, 
and  has  therefore  nothing  in  common  with  the  boundary  designated  for  us  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  viz.,  the  water-shed  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  for  which  there  is  no  earthly 
authority  except  themselves. 

On  this  head,  I  must  advert  10  one  other  authority,  which  is  of  the  hiuhest  importance 

■at  this  moment,  when  troops  are  about  to  be  sent  to  the  Wed  River,  and  who,  if  they  carry 

with  them  the  erroneous  views  which,  of  late  vears,  have  been  with  some  success  imposed 

upon  the  public  by  the  assiduous  promulgation  of  the  Company,  may  unfortunately  be 

placed  in  a  position  of  anta<ionism  to  the  civil  pmver. 

There  were. indeed  some  troops  there,  not  very  many  years  ago,  and  no  such  evil  as  might 
he  apprehended  now  resulted  ;  but  the  circumstances  are  changed  ;  the  scenes  ot  an  earlier 
period  may  come  back  if  the  attempt  be  made,  wholly  unsustained  by  law,  to  repress  a 
legal  right.  If  such  should  be  the  case,  it  would  be  unfortunate  if  Her  Majesty's  soldiers 
were  found  on  the  wrong  side,  acting  against  law;  for  the  subject  is  novy  being  so  well 
•discussed,  that  the  people  will  know  their  rights,  and  will  appeal  to  the  legal  tribunals  and  the 
civil  powers  of  the  state  to  sustain  them.  "^Better  that  military  rule  prevailed  entirely,  for 
then  the  officers  would  know  their  duties  and  their  responsibilities.  If  they  go  under  the 
impression  that  they  are  to  be  subject  to  the  supposed  civil  officers  of  a  self-constituted 
government,  which  has  no  legal  existence,  tliey  may  find  themselves  called  upon  to  enforce 
behests  which  are  not  law,  which  are  infractions  of  law;  they  may  be  called  upon  to  subdue 
resistance  to  illegal  acts,  to  which  resistance  is  a  duty  and  a  right ;  and  it  for  acting  on  these 
•  behests  they  are  ultimately  brought  before  the  courts  of  justice,  they  \yill  find  that  they 
have  acted  under  those  whose  powers  will  be  treated  as  a  nullity,  whose  civil  offices  will  be 
held  a  mockery.  This  has  been  before,  this  may  be  so  again,  if  due  precaution  be  not 
observ(  d  ;  and  [  state  it  thus  strongly  now,  because  the  more  it  is  known,  the  less  will  be 
the  chance  of  its  recurrence. 

If  proper  civil  officers,  magistrates,  &c.,  were  appointed  by  his  Excelleircy  the  Governor- 
general  for  the  Red  River  country,  to  whom  alone  the  troops  could  look  in  case  of  emergency, 
as  vested  with  authority,  the  difficulty  and  danger  would  be  obviated  ;  for  without  this  there 
is  no  authority  in  that  country  by,  through,  or  in  any  person  connected  with  the  Hudson  s 
Bay  Company,  as  such,  to  which  any  officer  or  soldier  in  Her  Majesty's  service  would  be 
justified  in  yielding  obedience. 

To  revert  to  the  authority  upon  this  subject  I  was  about  to  quote,  it  will  be  remembered  that, 
during  the  troubles  which'formerly  took  place,  upon  special  representations  made  by  Lord 
Selkirk  that  he  was  not  safe  in  proceeding  to  the  lied  River  Settlement,  some  troops  were 

0.24— Sess.  2.  3  D  3  ^^"'- 


398  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 

Appendix  No.  8.    ^^^^  '"''^^  '^™'  ^^'^  ^^^^  instructions  given  to  them   by  order  of  his   Excellency  Sir  Gordon 

Drummond  are  so  clear  and  decisive,  that   no  one  can  mistake  their  purport ;  they  were  as 

follows : 

Adjutant-General's  OflBce,  Quebec, 
Sir,  17  April  1816. 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  having  represented  to  tiie  Administrator-in-chief  and  Commanding 
General  of  the  Forces,  that  he  has  reasons  to  apprehend  that  attempts  may  be  made  upon 
his  life  in  the  course  of  the  journey  through  the  Indian  country  which  he  is  about  to  under- 
take, his  Excellency  has,  in  consequence,  been  pleased  to  grant  his  Lordship  a  military 
guard  for  his  personal  protection  against  assassination.  This  party,  which  is  to  consist  of 
two»serjeants  and  12  rank  and  file  of  the  regiment  De  Meuron,  is  placed  under  your  com- 
mand, and  I  am  commanded  to  convey  to  you  the  positive  prohibition  of  his  Excellency  the 
Lieutenant-general  commanding  the  forces  against  the  employment  of  this  force  for  any 
other  purpose  than  the  personal  protection  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk.  You  are  particularly 
ordered  not  to  engage  yourself,  or  the  party  under  your  command,  in  any  disputes  which 
may  occur  betwixt  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  and  his  engagees  and  employees  and  those  of  the 
North-west  Company,  or  to  take  any  part  or  shaie  in  any  affray  which  may  arise  out  of  such 
disputes. 

By  such  an  interference  on  your  part  you  would  not  only  be  disobeying  your  instructions, 
but  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  Government,  to  the  coun- 
tenance, support,  and  protection  of  which  each  party  has  an  equal  claim.  The  Earl  of  Selkirk 
has  engaged  to  furnish  the  party  under  your  command  with  provisions  during  the  time  of  your 
absence.  You  are  on  no  occasion  to  separate  from  your  party,  but  to  return  with  his  Lord- 
ship, and  on  no  account  to  suffer  yourself,  or  any  of  your  detachment,  to  be  left  at  any 
settlement  or  post  in  the  Indian  countiy. 

These  instructions  are  to  be  clearly  explained  to  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  men 
in  your  party. 

I  have,  &c. 

Lieutenant  Graffeuried,  (signed)         J.  Harvey, 

De  Meuron's  Regiment.  Lieut.-Col.  D.A.G. 

This  is  another  emphatic  declaration  that  the  Government  held  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
and  I  lie  Canadian  traders  as  possessed  of  equal  rights,  and  that  Her  Majesty's  troops  at 
least  were  not  to  be  used  against  the  one  to  sustain  the  ridiculous  pretensions  of  the  other. 
jSotwithstanding  the  stringency  of  these  instructions,  however.  Lord  Selkirk  having  a 
number  of  the  disbanded  De  Meuron  soldiers  in  his  pay,  it  was  difficult  foi-  the  regulars  to 
resist  being  led  along  with  them  to  enter  upon  the  North-west  Company's  property,  &c., 
which  involved  them  in  legal  difficulties  after  their  return,  from  which  it  was  not  easy  to 
extricate  them. 

I  have  confined  myself  in  the  foregoing  remarks  to  the  Red  River  and  Saskatchewan 
countries,  which  were  the  principal  scenes  of  the  disputes  which  have  heretofore  called  for 
action  ;  and  it  will  be  seeu  that  the  imperial  authorities,  the  provincial  authorities,  the 
military  authorities,  andt'ne  courts  of  justice,  have  all  ignored  the  pretensions  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  as  regards  these  countries. 

Tlie  great  danger  in  renewing  the  Company's  lease  of  the  Indian  territories,  however, 
would  be,  I  hat  they  might  drop  the  pretence  that  the  Red  River,  &c.,  is  covered  by  their 
charter,  and  claim  it  as  part  of  the  Indian  territories;  a  plea  which,  though  erroneous,  might 
be  more  sustained  by  technicalities,  inasmuch  as  some  of  the  remote  parts  of  Canada,  per- 
fectly undei'stood  to  be  such,  have  nevertheless  sometimes  been  designated  the  Indian 
countiies  in  official  documents.  I  have  not  referred  to  the  validity  of  the  Company's 
charter,  either  to  deny  or  admit  it ;  I  merely  deny  that  it  has  effect  on  the  countries  I  have 
spoken  of. 

In  support  of  this,  I  have  quoted  more  recent  authorities ;  but  for  a  more  particular  inves- 
tigation of  their  title,  its  extent  and  origin,  I  beg  to  refer  to  a  report  which  I  wrote  for  the 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  some  months  ago,  the  substance  of  which  appears  in  the 
shape  of  a  memorandum  in  the  Return  to  an  Address  for  certain  Papers  connected  with  the 
Hudson's  Bay  question.  It  embodies  the  view  I  have  entertained  for  many  years,  and  is  the 
result  of  much  careful  study. 

Q.  Have  you  made  the  early  and  present  boundaries  of  Canada  a  particular  subject  of 
study?     If  so,  state  the  result  ? 

A.  The  early  boundaries  of  Canada,  or  New  France,  included,  I  think,  the  whole  of 
Hudson's  Bay;  for  I  find  all  that  part  of  the  country  granted  to  a  trading  company  by  the 
King  of  France,  in  a  charter  somewhat  similar,  but  43  years  earlier  than  the  charter  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

I  find  the  country  also  confirmed  by  treaty  to  France,  at  St.  Germans-en-Laye,  38  years 
before  the  last-named  charter,  but  the  mvestigation  of  this  part  of  the  subject  is  fully  stated 
in  the  memorandum  referred  to. 

I  find  that,  Irom  the  I'reaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  the  boun- 
daries between  the  French  possessions  in  Canada  and  the  British  ()ossessions  in  Hudson's 
Bay  were  not  defined.  The  lines  claimed  by  both  parties  are  distinctly  laid  down  on  the 
map  lately  prepared  by  Mr.  Devine,  in  the  Crown  Lands  Department. 

Both,  it  will  be  seen,  give  the  Red  lliver  and  Saskatchewan  to  France,  and  tiie  fine  laid 
down  from  British  authorities  is  from  those  least  favourable  to  French  pretensions  of  that 


period. 
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All  the  country  south  of  that  line  is,  of  course,  -ivhat  was  ceded  by  France  as  Canada,  in     Appendix,  No.  8. 

1763,  and  was  in  her  undisputed  possession  up  to  tliat  time.     There  was  never  any  \vesterly  — 

limit  assigned  to  Canada  either  before  or  since  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  The  French  claimed  to 
the  Pacific,  though  they  never  explored  the  whole  way  across ;  which,  however,  the  Canadians 
(British  and  French)  were  the  first  to  effect  after  the  ireaty. 

Some  Biitish  authorities  of  a  most  recent  date  claimed  under  the  Trenty  of  Utrecht  from 
Hudson's  Bay  to  latitude  49%  as  having  been  so  determined  by  Commissioners,  but  no 
such  decision  was  ever  given.  I  have  searched  every  book  I  could  find  upon  the  subject, 
and  have  communicated  with  those  wlio  have  searched  the  best  libraries  of  France  and 
England  with  the  same  object,  but  no  authority  can  be  found  for  such  a  boundary. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  British  territories  north  iind  west 
of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Pacific  ? 

A.  I  Know  it  in  a  general  way  as  well  as  I  can  know  any  country  that  I  have  never  been  in. 
A  great  deal  of  it  is  of  the  finest  character,  both  with  respect  to  soil  and  climate  ;  but  in  such 
an  extent  there  are,  of  course,  some  sterile,  rocky,  and  barren  tracts.  The  immediate  shores 
of  Lake  Superior  are  for  the  mo,-t  part  rock  bound  ;  but  a  conviction  I  have  long  entertained, 
deduced  from  certain  premises,  has  been  sustained  by  recent  proof  that  an  extensive  table- 
land, or  flat  country,  exists  in  the  interior  to  the  north.  To  the  west,  after  crowning  the 
height  of  land  near  the  lake,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  flat  country.  From  the  most  westerly 
British  point  on  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red  River  settlement,  the  distance  in  an  air  line  is 
350  miles,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  average  difficulti(s  of  making  a 
road  the  vvhole  way  are  greater  than  are  ordinarily  met  with  in  the  interior  of*Canada. 

Both  Sir  George  Simpson  and  Dr.  Rae  admit  that,  from  the  high  lands  near  Lake  Superior, 
it  is  a  flat  country  to  the  Red  River;  much  of  the  distance,  however,  is  navigable.  From  the 
lower  end  of  the  Lake  of  the  U  oods  to  the  foits  of  Rainy  Lake,  is  navigable  in  one  reach 
of  156  miles  ;  thence  through  Rainy  Lake,  &c.,  there  is  a  navigable  reach  of  77  miles  (though 
some  say  there  is  a  break,  making  44  and  33  miles;;  thence  there  ;ire  28  miles,  making  five 
navigable  reaches,  the  Winnipeg  River  being  nearly  as  large  as  the  Ottawa.  From  the  last 
28  miles,  the  distance  is  dbout  115  miles  to  Lake  Superior.  If  the  road  were  made  through 
this  tract,  the  whole  country  would  be  easily  accessible.  There  are  navigable  waters,  how- 
ever, a  great  part  of  the  last-named  distance,  though  in  smaller  reaches.  I  have  only  given 
those  on  which  steamers  could  be  used  whenever  desiraijle.  From  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
to  Red  River  in  a  direct  linp,  without  going  round  by  Lake  Winnipeg,  is  said  to  be  a  verv 
fine  country,  but  is  not  thoroughly  explored. 

The  route  above  sketched  is  the  nearest  and  the  easiest  to  be  made  available  for  summer 
travel.  It  has  an  immense  advantage  m  distance  over  the  Minnesota  route.  Taking  Detour 
on  Lake  Huron  as  a  starting  point,  common  to  both  routes,  we  find  the  direct  distances  to 
be  from  Detour  to  Pigeon  Bay  300,  and  from  Pigeon  Bay  to  Red  River,  say  35fi  miles,  in 
all  656  miles.  By  way  of  Minnesota,  the  distances  are:  Detour  to  Chicago,  350  miles; 
Chicago  to  St.  Paul's,  340  miles;  and  from  St.  Paul's  to  Fort  Jarry,  380  miles  ;  in  all  1,070 
miles,  making  a  difference  of  414  miles  in  favour  of  the  Lake  Superior  route  through  our 
own  territory.  The  above  distances  are  given  in  air  lines,  and  would,  of  course,  be  con- 
siderably increased  in  actual  travel,  but  there  is  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
would  be  more  increased  by  the  one  ruute  than  by  the  other.  Pigeon  Bay  on  Lake 
Superior  is  equally  accessible,  and  rather  less  distant  from  Lake  Huron  than  Chicago  is ; 
but  allowing  these  two  points  to  be  equally  accessible  from  the  east,  when  we  turn  to  the 
west,  Fort  Garry  is  356  miles  distant  from  our  own  port,  and  720  miles  distant,  via  St. 
Paul's,  from  the  American.  In  other  words,  starting  from  Fort  Garry,  it  is  about  30 
miles  further  to  St.  Paul's  than  to  Pigeon  Bay,  and  when  you  have  got  to  St.  Paul's  you 
are  about  as  far  from  Chicago  as  you  were  from  Pigeon  Bay  before  you  started  from  the 
Red  River. 

To  make  an  excellent  waggon  road,  therefore,  clear  through  from  a  British  port  on  Lake 
Superior  to  Fort  Garry  on  Red  River,  allowance  for  curvatures,  bringing  the  distance  up 
to-about  400  miles,  would  take,  say  95,000  Z.  Such  a  road,  at  a  cost  of  250  I.  per  mile, 
would  immediately  transfer  the  trade  from  St.  Paul's  to  Lake  Superior,  would  speedily  pour 
in  a  large  population  into  the  country,  and  would  likewise  become  settled  tliroughout  its 
entire  length,  with  such  occasional  exceptions,  no  doubt,  as  usually  occur  on  the  average  of 
road-lines  in  the  interior  of  Canada.  This  result  is  worth  millions  of  money  to  the  people 
and  the  trade  of  this  country,  and  the  outlay  is  comparatively  insignificant. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  even  this  outlay  to  attain  the  end  desired.  I  have  already 
shown  260  miles  navigable  on  the  route,  iu  three,  or  at  most  in  four  separate  reaches,  the 
data  for  which  I  have  taken  from  the  actual  survey  made  in  1826,  under  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent. 

The  navigable  parts  are  not,  of  course,  in  a  straight  line,  but  they  lie  very  closely  in  the 
general  direction  of  the  route,  and  from  25,000  I.  to  30,000  I.  expended  on  the  115  miles 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  first  navigable  reach  referred  to,  might  at  once  be  said  to  open 
up  the  territory.  Gradual  access  might  of  course  be  had  at  a  still  less  cost,  by  commencing 
settlement  with  the  ordinary  class  of  free  grant  roads.  The  whole  route  might  indeed  be 
made  accessible  at  once,  at  the  cost  of  a  few  thousand  pounds,  by  clearing  out  the  portages 
(over  which  artillery  and  military  stores  have  been  taken  ere  now),  whicl^  have  fallen  into 
disuse,  and  even  this  much  would  be  beneficial,  as  it  would  create  trade  and  travel  enough  to 
induce  a  more  general  knowledge  of  the  capabilities  of  the  country.  I  need  only  add  on 
this  head,  that  my  views  on  this  part  of  the  country  are  derived  personally  from  some  who 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  3  D  4  have. 
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Appenais,  No.  8.    have  seen  it,  and  from  the  writings  of  others,  and  have  recently  been  confirmed  by  the 
—  evidence  of  Sir  George  Simpson  and  Dr.  Rae,  who,  while  manifesting  a  strong  desire  ta 

condemn,  have  afforded  the  most  convincing  proofs  of  the  practicability  of  rendering  this 
route  available. 

The  next  point  is,  that  from  the  impracticable  nature  of  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior^ 
it  can  only  be  a  summer  route,  and  that  it  is  not  therefore  desirable  to  have  a  British  popula- 
tion in  these  countries,  to  which  access  coLild  only  be  had  during  winter  through  the  United 
States. 

I  admit  the  inconvenience;  but  what  becomes  of  Canada  altogether  in  winter?  The 
entire  intercourse  between  it  and  England  is  through  the  States  at  that  season.  But  it  may 
be  said  there  is  another  route  possible  from  Hahfax  to  Quebec.  Is  there,  then,  no  other 
route  possible  to  Hed  River  ? 

Fortunately,  Dr.  Rae  has  recently  thrown  some  very  valuable  light  upon  the  subject : 
He  says,  that  in  the  interior,  behind  the  rock-bound  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  the  country  is 
low  and  swampy,  havmg  found  it  rough  and  broken  whenever  he  got  nearer  the  lake. 
"  Swampy,"  it  must  be  observed,  as  used  in  Canada,  conveys  an  erroneous  impression  to 
English  readers,  who  do  not  know  that  what  is  called  a  "swamp"  in  Canada  is  a  level 
tract,  with  a  thicket  growing  upon  it,  which  keeps  the  ground  damp  by  keeping  out  the 
sun's  rays  ;  that  there  is  generally  from  6  to  18  inches  of  rich  vegetable  mould  on  the  sur- 
face, with  a  pretty  stiff"  clay  bottom  ;  that,  in  short,  a  Canadian  swamp  is  about  the  best 
ground  that  nature  ever  made  for  a  railway  track.  Dr.  Rae  has  not  been  far  enough  back 
at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Superior  to  reach  such  a  country,  but  we  have  the  explorations  of 
gentlemen  connected  with  the  lumber  trade,  a  considerable  distance  into  the  interior,  west- 
ward from  Lake  Temiskaminque,  where  a  very  fine  level  hardwood  country  is  found.  I  shall 
not  assert  anything  positive  of  a  route  which  has  not  been  sufficiently  explored  or  reported 
upon  ;  but,  from  all  that  is  known,  theie  is  no  rational  ground  for  supposing  that  the  route 
would  be  in  the  least  more  difficult  in  its  natural  features,  than  between  Quebec  and  the 
Lower  Provinces.  Such  a  route  is  of  no  immediate  necessity,  however,  until  a  considerable 
population  shall  have  grown  up  to  the  west. 

Having  dealt  thus  fully  with  the  question  of  the  accessibility  of  the  country,  I  shall  be 
brief  in  relation  to  its  soil  and  clim;ate,  which  are  so  generally  known  as  to  render  a  refuta- 
tion of  the  erroneous  statements  still  sometimes  made  by  interested  parties,  or  those  who  are 
swayed  by  them,  a  superfluity. 

1  have  had  some  communication  with  parties  in  England,  who  take  a  deep  interest  in  the 
subject,  and  have  seen  a  great  part  of  the  evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Commons  before  which  it  has  been  lately  undergoing  investigation. 

The  evidence  given  on  that  occasion  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  must 
ultimately  become  a  subject  of  deep  regret  to  those  whose  names  are  associated  with  it. 
But  it  must  soon,  I  presume,  become  public,  and  I  need  not  now  anticipate  the  reception  it 
must  then  meet  with. 

I  will  only  advert  to  a  few  points  to  elucidate  my  remarks  upon  the  soil  and  climate  of 
the  country.  Sir  George  Simpson  admits  what  everybody  knows,  that  the  climate  on  the 
same  parallel  of  latitude  improves  to  the  west. 

I  am  aware  that  wheat  grown  in  Eastern  Canada,  north  of  the  48th  parallel  of  latitude, 
obtained  honourable  mention  as  ranking  next  after  the  prize  wheat  at  the  World's  Exhibi- 
tion in  Paris.  The  Rainy  Lake  River  is  also  between  the  48th  and  49th  parallels  of  latitude ; 
but  there,  Sir  George  tells  the  Committee  that  the  ground  behind  the  immediate  bank  of  the 
river  is  permanently  frozen.  Thus  between  the  same  parallels  of  latitude  we  find  one  point, 
on  the  east,  at  which  we  know  that  the  best  of  wheat  can  be  grown,  and  another  point, 
•  1,300  miles  due  west  of  it,  where,  while  he  says  that  the  climate  improves  by  westing,  Sir 

George  informs  the  Committee  that  we  have  reached  the  regions  of  perpetual  frost. 

Colonel  Lefroy  also  says  that  the  climate  ameliorates  to  the  westward,  but  yet  that  in 
the  country  from  Lake  Superior  west  to  the  Hocky  Mountains  both  soil  and  climate  are 
adverse  to  settlement.  His  proofs  are  curious,  however.  He  says  wheat  has  been  raised 
with  success  at  Fort  Cumberland.  Now  Fort  Cumberland  is  upwards  of  300  miles  due 
north  of  the  boundary. 

Following  the  same  meridian  due  south,  therefore,  there  must  be  one  of  the  finest  wheat- 
growing  countries  imaginable;  at  least  a  due  north  and  south  line  of  upwards  of  300  miles 
in  this  part  of  the  world  would  reach  from  a  very  fine  to  a  very  indifferent  wheat-growing 
country;  he  says  also  that  horses  live  out  and  find  their  own  food  all  winter  on  the  north 
branch  of  the  Saskatchewan,  and  that  the  buffalo  gets  very  fat  in  winter. 

He  says  that  barley  is  the  only  cereal  that  can  be  grown  with  success  at  Fort  Simpson  ; 
but  this  being  about  62°  north  latitude  (he  mistakes  in  calling  it  58°),  the  climate  on  the  same 
meridian  at  49°  must  be  magnificent.  The  fact  is  that  those  who  have  given  evidence  for  the 
Company  speak  of  the  territories  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  from 
latitude  49°  to  the  Polar  Regions,  as  a  whole ;  and  thus  it  is  that  Fort  Simpson  is  draiiged 
in  to  prove  the  unfitness  of  the  country  generally  for  agriculture;  whereas  the  fact  that 
nothing  better  than  barley  can  be  grown  at  Archangel  might  as  well  be  adduced  to  prove 
that  wheat  would  not  succeed  in  Poland,  or  the  fairest  portions  of  Germany  ;  or  the  mhos- 
pitable  climate  of  Lapland  made  an  argument  against  the  cultivation  of  the  British  Islands. 
Colonel  Lefroy,  indeed,  condems  both  soil  and  climate,  and  attributes  the  success  of  agri- 
culture at  I'ort  Simpson  to  the  fact  of  the  farm  being  on  an  island  formed  by  alluvial 
deposit.  If  then,  the  accident  of  an  island  of  alluvial  soil,  in  latitude  62°,  found  a  climate 
genial  enough  to  make  "  farming  unusually  successful,"  with  "  very  fine  timber,"  though 
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the  "  largest  trees  seldom  exceed  three  feet  in  diameter,"  no  language  of  mine  could  convey    Appendix,  No.  8, 

a  stronger  disproof  of  the  evidence  given  by  the  same  gentleman  against  the  climate  as  a  

whole,  mcluding  13  degrees  fuitlier  south,  and  the  same  proximity  to  the  Pacific  as  Fort 
Simpson. 

Respecting  my  own  opinions  upon  the  subject,  from  having  read  what  has  been  written 
by  indifferent  parties  upon  it,  I  think  the  nature  of  the  climate  is  just  as  well  established  as 
that  of  the  climate  of  Europe  and  Asia  is ;  it  is  affected  by  the  same  causes  precisely,  varied 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  in  different  localities,  by  circumstances  peculiar  to  each. 

The  west  side  of  the  continent  of  Europe  and  Asia  is  warmer  on  the  same  parallel  of 
latitude  than  the  east  side,  because  the  west  has  an  ocean  to  the  windward  of  it,  the  pre- 
vailing winds  being  westerly. 

The  cause  and  effect  are  precisely  the  same  on  the  continent  of  America,  only  in  a  some- 
what greater  degree,  from  having  a  larger  and  a  warmer  ocean  to  the  windward  of  it,  and  a 
colder  sea  to  chill  its  eastern  shores. 

The  greater  coldness  of  the  North  Atlantic,  on  the  eastern  shores  of  America,  is  caused 
by  the  mass  of  ice  that  annually  drives  southward  through  Davis's  Straits.  I  believe  theie 
are  no  such  icebergs  reach  the  same  latitudes  in  the  Pacific. 

The  isothermal  lines  of  equal  temperature  run  further  north,  therefore,  on  the  west  coast  of 
America  on  the  Pacific  than  on  the  west  coast  of  Europe  on  the  Atlantic. 

The  observations  upon  which  the  fact  is  based  are  concurred  in  by  all  disinterested 
authorities;  against  such  testimony  tl\e  evidence  of  the  few  interested  in  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  or  their  friends,  is  entirely  valueless. 

Assuming,  however,  that  equal  latitude  gives  only  the  same  mean  temperature  on  the  west 
coast  of  America  as  on  the  west  coast  of  Europe,  we  find  tiiat  some  of  the  finest  countries 
in  the  world  he  between  the  49th  and  60th  parallels,  including  the  whole  of  the  British 
Islands. 

The  60th  parallel  of  north  latitude  passes  through  Christiana,  in  Norway,  a  little  north  of 
Stockholm,  the  capital  of  Sweden,  and  through  St.  Petersburgh,  but  in  following  the  same 
parallel  through  Europe  and  Asia,  we  come  out  in  the  most  northerly  parts  of  Kamschatka, 
which  cannot  be  said  to  be  habitable  in  the  ordinary  sense. 

There  is  no  barrier  in  climate,  therefore,  to  a  St.  Petersburgh  being  at  latitude  60°  north 
on  the  west  coast  of  America,  any  more  than  on  the  west  coast  of  Europe;  although  on 
following  the  same  parallel  eastward  across  the  continent  to  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay,  or 
the  confluence  of  Hudson's  and  Davis's  Straits,  we  come  to  countries  whose  sterile  shores 
and  wintry  skies  forbid  the  hope  of  their  ever  becoming  the  homes  of  civilised  men,  except 
as  hunters  and  fishers. 

The  49th  parallel  of  north  latitude  passes  nearly  a  dei^ree  south  of  the  southernmost  point 
of  England,  through  the  environs  of  Paris,  through  the  southern  provinces  of  Germany,  and 
less  than  a  degree  north  of  Vienna. 

There  is  no  reason,  therefore,  as  regards  climate,  why  the  lower  course  of  the  Fraser,  or 
the  upper  course  of  the  Columbia,  in  British  territory  and  in  the  same  latitudes,  should  not 
rival  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  Meuse,  or  the  Moselle ;  there  is  no  such  reason  why  the 
valleys  of  the  Unjiga,  the  Elk,  the  Saskatchewan,  the  Red  River,  and  the  Assiniboine, 
should  not  yield  their  golden  harvests  as  rich  as  those  of  the  Weser,  the  Elbe,  the  Oder,  or 
the  Vistula. 

The  geographical  affinities  between  these  localities  in  relation  to  those  influences  by 
which  climate  is  affected  are  indeed  such  that  it  would  require  some  very  strong  facts, 
sustained  by  a  concurrence  of  all  the  most  credible  testimony,  to  prove  that  the  above  com- 
parison was  too  favourable  to  the  places  I  have  named  on  this  continent;  the  facts  established, 
however,  by  all  disinterested  authorities  prove  the  reverse. 

What,  then,  is  this  immense  region,  equal  in  area  and  in  climate  to  many  of  the  most 
powerful  kingdoms  of  the  Old  H  orld,  composed  of?  Bare  rock,  snow-clad  mountains,  and 
sandy  plains,  or  swamps  and  morasses,  are  what  the  friends  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
would  have  us  believe.  We  find,  however,  that  the  construction  of  this  part  of  the  globe  is 
very  much  like  the  rest  of  the  world,  varying  from  the  primitive  to  the  secondary  and  tertiary 
formations,  with  limestone,  coal,  &c.,  in  abundance  ;  and  to  assert  that  a  country  of  such 
formation,  and  with  such  a  climate,  is  unfit  for  the  abode  of  man,  is  simply  to  assert  that  the 
laws  of  nature  are  reversed  in  regard  to  it. 

The  Company  and  their  friends,  however,  try  to  prove  too  much.  According  to  Sir 
George  Simpson,  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  49th  parallel  on  the  Pacific  coast,  there  is 
a  beautiful  country  (that  being  United  States'  territory),  and  immediately  to  the  north  of  that 
parallel  the  country  is  all  rock  and  mountain,  "  quite  unfit  for  colonisation,"  that  being  British 
territory  ;  indeed,  according  to  him,  the  49th  parallel  forms  a  sort  of  natural  wall  across  the 
continent,  that  is,  not  quite  across  it ;  for  a  peculiar  feature  in  his  evidence  is,  that  the  regions 
of  permanent  frost  get  down  south  of  it  at  one  point,  and  not  the  least  strange  part  of  this 
phenomenon  is  that  it  just  occurs  ai  that  point  where  the  parallel  of  49°  ceases  to  be  the 
boundary,  and  the  British  teriitory  also  gets  to  the  south  of  it,  viz.,  at  Rainy  River. 

Animal  life,  however,  abounds  in  the  country,  the  buffalo  literally  "  swarm,"  even  according 
to  the  evidence  submitted  by  the  Company. 

The  Rocky  Mountains  have  also  been  referred  to,  as  affecting  the  climate  injuriously  by 
the  influence  of  the  perpetual  snow  upon  their  summits ;  but  the  fact  that  the  snow-clad 
mountains  of  other  countries  do  not  prevent  the  valleys  from  being  habitable  is  a  sufficient 
argument  against  this ;  indeed,  it  is  questionable  whether  the  increased  reflection  of  the 
sun's  rays  concentrating  in  the  valleys  below  does  not  more  than  compensate  for  the  cold 
communicated  from  the  snow  upon  their  summits. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  3  E  I  may 


402  APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 

Appendix,  No.  8.        I  may  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Lake  Superior  route  to  the  Red  River  was   not 

"  always  such  a  solitude  as  it  is  now.     The  strife  between  the  companies  was  deplorable  ia 

many  respects,  but  the  disorder  and  anarchy  could  easily  have  been  subdued,  indeed  was 
subdueii ;  and  could  have  been  so  still  more  readily,  had  the  facilities  for  access  been  as 
great  then  as  now.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  canoe  navigation  at  that  time  com- 
menced at  Lachine,  and  yet  even  then  there  was  a  great  highway,  for  there  was  money  to 
be  made,  and  a  land  worth  fighting  for  lay  in  the  distance. 

The  following  extract  from  a  work  published  by  a  gentleman,  who  had  come  across  from 
the  Pacific,  represents  the  scene  on  his  arrival  at  Fort  William,  on  August  16,  J817: — 
"  On  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  the  aggregate  number  of  those  persons  in  and  about  the 
estabhshment  was  composed  of  natives  of  the  following  countries,  viz. :  England,  Ireland, 
Scotland,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland,  Switzerland,  United  States 
of  America,  the  Gold  Coast  of  Africa,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  Bengal,  Canada,  with  various 
tribes  of  Indians,  and  a  mixed  progeny  of  Creoles  or  half-breeds.  Wliat  a  strange  medley  ! 
There  were  assembled,  on  the  shores  of  this  inland  sea,  Episcopalians,  Presbyterians, 
Methodists,  sun-worshippers,  men  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  whose  creeds  were  'wide 
as  the  poles  asunder,'  united  in  one  common  object,  and  bowing  down  before  the  same 
idol." — Ross  Cose,  London,  1831. 

These  were  the  features  of  an  embryo  city,  in  strange  contrast  with  the  desolate  and 
decaying  loveliness  which  the  blight  of  an  illegal  monopoly  has  thrown  over  it  to-day.  The 
entrepot  of  the  trade  of  half  a  continent,  which  but  for  that  blight  would  at  this  day  have 
helped  to  enrich  the  Canadian  people,  to  fill  their  canals,  and  to  swell  the  traffic  on  their 
railroads ;  and  it  depends  upon  the  action  to  be  taken  now  how  long  the  incubus,  is 
to  last. 

If  I  have  said  anything  which  may  seem  harsh  or  uncalled-for  of  any  one  connected 
with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  regret  it.  1  have  made  my  answers  hurriedly,  and 
may  have  used  expressions  I  would  recal,  as  I  have  had  no  motive  but  to  show  the  truth, 
though  I  have  desired  to  speak  it  strongly,  for  the  good  of  my  country,  and  in  the  interest 
of  humanity. 
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Appendix,  No.  g.        LETTER  from  H.  Merivale,  Esq.,  to  the  Attorney-General  and  Sohcitor-General,  with 
Enclosure. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  9  June  1867. 

I  AM  directed  by  Mr.  Secretary  Labouchere  to  transmit  to  you,  jointly  with  the  (Solicitor- 
,,n.  General — Attorney-General,)    copies    of  two   despatches   from    the   Governor   of  Canada, 
enclosing  the  copy  of  a  minute  of  his  Executive  Council,  and  extract  from  another  minute  of 
'S^^^,S^-^;r5^;i5^'  the  same,  in  reference  to  the  questions  respecting  the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
-j^oj^Si-- —  now  under  investigation  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

You  will  observe  from  the  formei  of  these  minutes  that  the  Executive  Council  suggest,  on 
the  part  of  Canada,  a  territorial  claim  over  a  considerable  extent  of  country,  which  is  also 
claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as  owners  of  the  soil,  and  with  rights  of  govern- 
ment and  exclusive  trade  under  their  charter. 

You  will  observe  by  the  annexed  Parliamentary  Papers  of  12th  July  1850,  that  the 
"  Statement"  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Conipany's  rights  as  to  territory,  trade,  taxation,  and 
government,  made  by  them  to  Earl  Grey,  as  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  on  the  13th 
September  1849,  was  submitted  to  the  then  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  reported  that 
they  were  of  opinion  that  the  rights  so  claimed  by  the  Company  properly  belonged  to  them  ; 
but  suggested,  at  the  same  time,  a  mode  of  testing  those  claims  by  petition  to  Her  Majesty, 
which  might  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

I  am  further  to  annex  a  Parliamentary  Return  made  in  1842,  containing  the  charier  of 
the  Company,  and  documents  relating  thereto;  and  another  of  23d  April  1849,  containing 
amongst  other  papers  an  Act  of  2d  William  and  Mary,  "  for  confirming  to  the  Governor 
and  Company  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay  their  privileges  and  trade." 

The  rights  so  claimed  by  the  Company  have  been  repeatedly  questioned  since  1850,  by 
private  persons  in  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  are  now  questioned  to  a 
certain  extent,  as  appears  by  these  despatches,  by  the  present  local  government  of  Canada. 

I  am  to  request  that  you  will.jointly  with  (Solicitor-General — Attorney-General,)  take  these 
pa})ers  into  your  consideration,  and  report, — 

Whether  you  think  that  the  Crown  can  lavvfully  and  constitutionally  raise,  for  legal  deci- 
sion, all  or  either  of  the  follovsring  questions  : — 

The  validity  at  the  present  day  of  the  charter  itself. 

The  validity  of  the  several  claims  of  territorial  right,  of  government,  exclusive  trade,  and 
taxation,  insisted  on  by  the  Company. 

The  geographical  extent  of  this  territorial  claim  (supposing  it  to  be  well  founded,  to  any 
extent). 

If  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  Crown  can  do  so,  you  are  requested  further  to  state  the 
proper  steps  to  be  taken,  in  your  opinion,  by  the  Crown,  and  the  proper  tribunal  to  be 
resorted  to  ;  and  whether  the  Crown  should  act  on  behalf  of  the  local  government  of  Canada, 
as  exercising  a  delegated  share  of  the  Roval  authority,  or  in  any  other  way. 

And, 
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And,  lastly,  if  you  should  be  of  opinion  thattlie  Crown  cannot  properly  so  act,  whether  you   Appendix,  No,  g. 

see  any  objection  to  tlie  questions  being  raised   by  the  local  government  of  Canada  acting  

independently  of  the  Crown  ;  or  whether  they  can  be  raised  by  some  private  party  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  the  law  advisers  in  1850,  the  Crown  undertaking  to  bear  the  expense 
of  the  proceedings. 

I  am,  &c. 

The  Attorney-General.  (signed)         H.  Merivale. 

The  Solicitor-General. 


Sir,  *  Lincoln's  Inn,  July  1857. 

We  are  favoured  with  Mr.  Merivale's  letter  of  the  9th  of  June  ultimo,  in  which  he  stated 
that  he  was  directed  by  you  to  transmit  to  us  copies  of  two  despatches  from  the  Governor 
of  Canada,  enclosing  the  copy  of  a  minute  of  his  Executive  Council,  and  extract  from 
another  minute  of  the  same,  in  reference  to  the  questions  respecting  the  affairs  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  then  under  investigation  by  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
We  were  also  requested  to  observe  from  the  former  of  those  minutes  that  the  Executive 
Council  suggest,  on  the  pait  of  Canada,  a  territorial  claim  over  a  considerable  extent  of 
couiitry,  which  is  also  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as  owners  of  the  soil,  and  with 
rights  of  government  and  exclusive  trade  under  their  charter. 

We  were  also  requested  to  observe,  by  the  annexed  Parhameutary  Papers  of  12th  July 
1850,  that  the  "  Statemeiit  "  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  rights  as  to  territory,  trade, 
taxation,  and  government,  made  by  them  to  Earl  Grey,  as  Secretary  for  the  Coloiii(.'s,  on 
the  13th  September  1849,  was  submitted  to  the  then  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  who  reported 
that  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  rights  so  claimed  by  the  Company,  properly  belonged  to 
them  ;  but  suggested,  at  the  same  lime,  a  mode  of  testing  those  claims  by  petition  to  Her 
Majesty,  which  might  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee. 

Mr.  Merivale  was  further  10  annex  a  Parliamentary  Return  made  in  1842,  containing  the 
charter  of  the  Company,  and  documents  relating  thereto  ;  and  another  of  23d  April  1849, 
containing,  amongst  other  papers,  an  Act  of  2d  William  and  Mary,  "  for  confirming  to  the 
Governor  and  Company  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay  their  privileges  and  trade." 

The  rights  so  claimed  by  the  Company  had  been  repeatedly  questioned  since  1860,  by 
private  persons  in  correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  were  then  questioned  to 
a  certain  extent,  as  appears  by  those  despatches,  by  the  present  local  Government  of 
Canada. 

Mr.  Merivale  was  also  to  request  that  we  would  take  those  papers  into  our  consideration, 
and  report, — 

Whether  we  thought  the  Crown  could  lawfully  and  constitutionally  raise,  for  legal  decision, 
all  or  either  of  the  following  questions : 

The  validity,  at  the  present  day,  of  the  charter  itself. 

The  validity  of  the  several  claims  of  territorial  right  of  government,  exclusive  trade,  and 
taxation  insisted  on  by  the  Company. 

The  geographical  extent  of  this  territorial  claim  (supposing  it  to  be  well  founded,  to  any 
extent). 

And  if  we  were  of  opinion  that  the  Crown  could  do  so,  we  were  requested  further  to  state 
the  proper  steps  to  be  taken,  in  our  opinion  by  the  Crown,  and  the  proper  tribunal  to  be 
resorted  to ;  and  whether  the  Crown  should  act  on  behalf  of  the  local  government  of 
Canada,  as  exercising  a  delegated  share  of  the  Royal  authority,  or  in  any  other  way. 

And,  lastly,  if  we  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  Crown  could  not  properly  so  act,  whether 
we  saw  any  objection  to  the  questions  being  raised  by  the  local  government  of  Canada, 
acting  independently  of  the  Crown,  or  whether  they  could  be  raised  by  some  private  party 
in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  law  advisers  in  1850,  the  Crown  undertaking  to  bear  the 
expense  of  the  proceedings. 

In  obedience  to  your  request  we  have  taken  the  papers  into  our  consideration,  and  have 
the  honour  to  report, — 

That  the  questions  of  the  validity  and  construction  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's 
charter  cannot  be  considered  apart  from  the  enjoyment  that  has  been  had  under  it  during 
nearly  two  centuries,  and  the  recognition  made  of  the  rights  of  the  Company  in  various  acts, 
both  of  the  Government  and  the  Legislature. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unjust,  or  moie  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  our  law,  than  to  try  this 
charter  as  a  thing  of  yesterday,  upon  principles  which  might  be  deemed  applicable  to  it,  if  it 
had  been  granted  within  the  last  10  or  20  years. 

These  observations,  however,  must  be  considered  as  limited  in  their  application  to  the 
territorial  rights  of  the  Company  under  the  charter,  and  to  the  necessary  incidents  or  con- 
sequences of  that  territorial  ownership.  They  do  not  extend  to  the  monopoly  of  trade  (save 
as  territorial  ownership  justifies  the  exclusion  of  intruders),  or  to  the  right  of  an  exclusive 
administration  of  justice. 

But  we  do  not  understand  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  as  claiming  anything  beyond  the 
territorial  ownership  of  the  country  they  are  in  possession  of,  and  the  right,  as  incident  to 
such  ownership,  of  excluding  persons  who  would  compete  with  them  in  the  fur  trade  carried 
on  with  the  Indians  resorting  to  their  districts. 

With  these  preliminary  remarks  we  beg  leave  to  state,  in  answer  to  the  questions  submitted 

to  us,  that  in  our  opinion  the  Crown  could  not  now  with  justice  raise  the  question  of  the 
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Appendix,  No.  9.   general  validity  of  the  charter  ;  but  that  on  every  legal  principle  the  Company's  territorial 

ownership  of  the  lands  granted  and  the  rights  necessarily  incidental  thereto  (as,  for  example, 

the  right  of  excluding  from  their  territory  persons  acting  in  violation  of  their  regulations), 
ought  to  be  deemed  to  be  valid. 

But  with  respect  to  any  riglits  of  government,  taxation,  exclusive  administration  of  justice, 
or  exclusive  trade,  otherwise  than  as  a  consequence  of  the  right  of  ownership  of  the  land, 
such  rights  could  not  be  legally  insisted  on  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  as  having  been 
legally  granted  to  them  by  the  Crown. 

This  remark,  however,  requires  some  explanation. 

The  Company  has,  under  the  charter,  power  to  make  ordinances  (which  would  be  in  the 
nature  of  bye-laws)  for  the  government  of  the  persons  employed  by  them,  and  also  power  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  in  all  matters,  civil  and  criuiiniil ;  but  no  ordinance  would  be  valid  that 
was  contrary  to  the  common  law,  nor  could  the  Company  insist  on  its  ri^ht  to  administer 
justice  as  against  the  Crown's  prerogative  right  to  establish  courts  of  civil  and  criminal 
justice  within  the  territory. 

We  do  not  think,  therefore,  that  the  charter  should  be  treated  as  invalid,  because  it  pro- 
fesses to  confer  these  powers  upon  the  Company;  for  to  a  certain  extent  they  may  be  law- 
fully used,  and  for  an  abuse  of  them  the  Company  would  be  amenable  to  law. 

The  remaining  subject  of  consideration  is  the  question  of  the  geographical  extent  of  the 
territory  granted  by  the  charter,  and  whether  its  boundaries  can  in  any  and  what  manner  be 
ascertained.  In  llie  case  of  grants  of  considerable  age,  such  as  this  charter,  when  the  words, 
as  is  often  the  case,  are  indefinite  or  ambiguous,  the  rule  is,  that  they  are  construed  by  usage 
and  enjoyment,  including  in  these  latter  terms  the  assertion  of  ownership  by  the  Company 
on  important  public  occasions,  such  as  the  Treaties  of  Ryswick  and  Utrecht,  and  again 
in  1750. 

To  these  elements  of  consideration  upon  this  question  must  be  added  the  inquiry  (as  suo-- 
gested  by  the  following  words  of  the  charter,  viz.  "  not  possessed  by  the  subjects  of  any 
other  Christian  prince  or  state"),  whether,  at  the  time  of  the  charter,  any  part  of  the  territory 
now  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  could  have  been  rightfully  claimed  by  the 
French,  as  falling  within  the  boundaries  of  Canada,  or  Nouvelle  France,  and  also  the  effect  of 
the  Acts  of  Parliament  passed  in  1774  and  1791. 

Under  tiiese  circumstances,  we  cannot  but  feel  that  the  important  question  of  the  boun- 
daries of  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  might  with  great  utility,  as  between 
the  Company  and  Canada,  be  made  the  subject  of  a  quasi-judicial  inquiry. 

But  this  cannot  be  done  except  by  the  consent  of  both  parties,  namely,  Canada  and  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  nor  would  the  decision  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  have 
any  effect  as  a  binding  judicial  determination. 

But  if  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  agreed  to  the  proposal  of  the  Chief  Justice  of 
Canada,  that  the  question  of  boundaries  should  be  referred  to  the  Privy  Council,  it  being 
further  understood  by  both  parties,  that  the  determination  of  the  Council  shall  be  carried 
into  effect  by  a  declaratory  Act  of  Parliament,  we  think  the  proceeding  would  be  the  best 
mode  of  determining  that  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  only  real  subject  of  controversy. 

The  form  of  procedure  might  be  a  petition  to  the  Queen  by  Chief  Justice  Draper, 
describing  himself  as  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada  ; 
unless,  which  would  be  the  more  solemn  mode,  an  address  were  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
by  the  Canadian  Parliament. 

Counsel  would  be  heard  on  behalf  of  Canada  and  of  the  Company. 


The  Right  Honourable 
H.  Labouchere,  m.  p.,  &c.  &c. 


We  are,  &c. 
(signed)  Richard  Bethell. 

Henry  S.  Keating. 
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LETTER  from  the  Right  Honourable  H.  LaboiicJiere,  m.  p.,  to  the  Chairman  of  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


Sir,  Colonial  Office,  15  July  1857. 

In  a  statement  which  I  have  received  from  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  there  is  the  fol- 
lowing passage : 

"  The  remaining  subject  of  consideration  is  the  question  of  the  geographical  extent  of 
the  territory  granted  by  the  charter,  and  whether  its  boundaries  can  in  any  and  what 
manner  be  ascertained.  In  the  case  of  grants  of  considerable  age,  such  as  this  charter,  when 
the  words,  as  is  often  the  case,  are  indefinite  and  ambiguous,  the  rule  is  that  they  are  con- 
strued by  usage  and  enjoyment,  including  in  these  latter  terms  the  assertion  of  ownership 
by  the  Company  on  important  public  occasions,  such  as  the  Treaties  of  Ryswick  and  Utrecht, 
and  again  in  1750. 

"To 
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"  To  these  elements  of  consideration  upon  this  question,  must  be  added  the  inquiry  (as    Appendix/ Na  10 

suggested  by  the  following  words  of  the  charter,  vi'..  '  not  possessed  by  the  subjects  of  any  

other  Christian  prince  or  state  '),  whether,  at  the  time  of  the  charter,  any  part  of  the  territory 
now  claimed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  could  have  been  rightfully  claimed  by  the 
French,  as  falling  within  the  boundaries  of  Canada,  or  Nouvelle  France,  and  also  the  effect 
of  the  Acts  of  Parliament  passed  in  1774  and  1791. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  we  cannot  but  feel  thai  the  important  question  of  the 
boundaries  of  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  miglit,  with  great  utility,  as 
between  the  Company  and  Canada,  be  made  the  subject  of  a  quasi-judicial  inquiry. 

"  But  this  cannot  be  done  except  by  the  consent  of  both  parties,  namely,  Canada  and 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  nor  would  the  decision  of  a  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council 
have  any  effect  as  a  binding  judicial  determination. 

"  But  if  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  agreed  to  the  proposal  of  the  Chief  Justice  of 
Canada,  that  the  question  of  boundaries  should  be  referred  to  the  Privy  Council,  it  being- 
further  understood  by  both  parties,  that  the  determination  of  the  Council  shall  be  carried 
into  effect  by  a  declaratory  Act  of  Parliament,  we  think  the  proceeding  would  be  the  best 
mode  of  determining  that  which  is,  or  ought  to  be,  the  only  real  subject  of  controversy. 

"  The  form  of  procedure  might  be  a  petition  to  the  Queen  by  Chief  Justice  Draper, 
describing  himself  as  acting  under  the  direction  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada ;  unless, 
which  would  be  the  more  solemn  mode,  an  address  were  presented  to  Her  Majesty  by  the 
Canadian  Parliament. 

"  Counsel  would  be  heard  on  behalf  of  Canada  and  of  the  Company." 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  whether  you  think  it  probable  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
would  consent  to  appear  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  in  the  manner 
and  for  the  purpose  here  suggested,  as  it  may  be  for  the  convenience  of  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  now  sitting  that  this  point  should  be  ascertained. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         H.  Labouchere. 


LETTER  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Right  Honourable 

H,  Labouchere,  m.  p. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  18  July  1857. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  commu- 
nicating a  passage  from  the  statement  you  have  received  from  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown, 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  the  geographical  extent  of  the  territory  granted  by  the 
charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,'  and  suggesting  that  such  question  might  with  great 
utility,  as  between  the  Company  and  Canada,  be  made  the  subject  of  a  quasi-judicial 
inquiry,  and  desiring  to  be  informed  whether  I  think  it  probable  that  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  will  consent  to  appear  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  tlie  Privy  Council,  in 
the  manner  and  for  the  purpose  suggested. 

I  have  submitted  this  communication  to  my  colleagues,  the  Directors  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  and  as  we  are  desirous  to  throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  settlement  of  the 
doubts  that  have  been  raised  by  the  people  of  Canada  as  to  the  extent  of  the  territory  to 
which  the  Company  are  entitled  under  their  charter,  we  shall  be  prepared  to  recommend 
to  our  shareholders  to  concur  in  the  course  suggested.  At  the  same  time  you  will  not  fail 
to  see  that  other  interests  than  those  of  the  Company  may  be  involved  in  the  inquiry,  as 
there  are  many  persons  not  now  members  of  the  Company,  who  have  acquired,  by  grants 
from  the  Company  or  otherwise,  a  title  to  large  portions  of  the  land  in  question. 

Assuming,  however,  that  the  object  of  the  proposed  inquiry  is  to  obtain  for  Canada  land 
fit  for  cultivation  and  the  establishment  of  agricultural  settlers,  I  would  observe  that  the 
Directors  are  already  prepared  to  recommend  to  the  shareholders  of  the  Company  to  cede 
any  lands  which  may  be  required  for  that  purpose.  The  terms  of  such  cessions  would  be 
a  matter  of  no  difficulty  between  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  the  Company. 

The  Board  having  in  view  the  present  condition  of  the  inquiry  before  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  agitation  which  prevails  on  the  question  in  Canada,  are 
desirous  of  availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  your  letter  affords  to  state  clearly  for 
your  information  the  principles  which  will  guide  them  in  their  future  proceedings. 

The  Board  will  be  ready  to  bow  to  any  decision  which  Her  Majesty's  Government  may 
consider  it  for  the  public  interests  to  take  with  regard  to  the  maintenance  or  abolition  of 
the  exceptional  rights  and  trade  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  relying  confidently  on  the 
justice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  and  of  Parliament  for  just  compensation  to  the  pre- 
sent stockholders,  and  a  due  consideration  of  the  claims  of  their  factors,  traders  and  servants 
in  the  Indian  country,  if  the  time  shall  have  arrived,  in  the  opinion  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  for  the  abolition  of  the  monopoly. 

The  present  holders  of  the  capital  of  the  Company,  274  in  number,  are  of  the  usual  class 
of  persons  holding  stock  in  other  chartered  companies,  who  have  invested  their  money  on 
the  faith  of  the  Company's  charter,  and  in  confidence  of  the  permanent  character  of  their 
rights  and  property,  and  are  in.  general  indifferent  to  any  other  question  in  the  present 
discussion  than  the  security  of  their  capital  and  dividends. 

The  situation  of  the  factors,  traders,  and  servants  of  the  Company  is  described  in  the 
evidence  taken  before  the  Committee.     As  no  change  in  the  condition  or  settlement  of 
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Appendix,  No.  10.  the   country  could  well    be    carried    into    effect  without    their    willing    co-operation    and 
— —  assistance,  their  just  claims  must  be  considered  in  any  new  arrangements  to  be  submitted 

to  Parliament. 

As  respects  the  Board  of  Directors,  of  vvhicli  I  have  the  honour  to  be  chairman,  their 
situation  is  peculiar,  and  their  future  conduct  must  be  guided  by  the  disposition  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  support  them  in  the  future  administration  of  their  affairs.  They 
have  been  rewarded  so  far  since  the  union  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  North-West  Com- 
panies, by  the  success  of  their  administration,  as  proved  not  alone  by  the  results  of  their 
trade,  but  by  the  condition  in  which  they  will  leave,  if  they  now  retire,'  the  government 
of  the  whole  Indian  territories  entrusted  to  their  care,  as  well  as  by  the  expressed 
approbation  of  every  succeeding  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  for  the  last  37  years. 

Looking  to  the  future,  they  will  only  consent  to  undertake  the  further  charge  of  the 
Indian  territories,  which  would  devolve  upon  them  on  the  renewal  of  the  licence,  on  the 
faith  of  being  firmly  supported  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  maintaining  their  present 
establishments  in  full  efRciency.  It  would  be  inexpedient,  in  their  opinion,  to  enter  upon 
a  new  and  fiirther  term  of  their  administration,  without  the  fullest  and  most  explicit 
assurance  of  that  suppoit.  The  Directors  have  always  considered  that  the  settlement  of 
1821  was  sanctioned  by  the  Government  and  the  Legislature,  and  the  monopoly  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  then  re-established  and  extended,  quite  as  much,  if  not  more,  as 
the  best  instrument  the  Government  could  employ  for  the  administration,  security,  and 
peace  of  the  Indian  country,  as  for  the  advantage  of  the  parties  whose  interests  were 
united  by  that  settlement.  These  parties  and  these  interests  have  been  long  !^ince 
replaced  by  others,  and  are  now  represented  by  the  j)resent  holders  of  the  stock  of  the 
Company. 

We  do  not  consider  any  further  legislative  measures  necessary  at  present  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Indian  territories.  The  powers  under  the  charter  have  hitherto  proved 
sufficient  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  administration,  and  the  Government  have  full 
powers,  under  the  Act  of  1821,  to  appoint  justices  and  establish  courts,  independent  of 
the  Company,  when  and  where  tliey  shall  think  it  expedient.  All  new  establishments 
of  this  description  will  create  expense,  which  must  be  paid  by  this  country  or  by  Canada, 
as  neither  the  Red  River  Settlement  nor  the  Indian  country  have  taxable  means  for  the 
purpose. 

\^'e  beg  to  be  allowed  to  add  the  expression  of  our  opinion,  that  in  whatever  arrange- 
ments which  may  be  now  made  for  the  future  government  of  the  country,  any  mixed 
authority  or  combination  of  agents  appointed  to  act  with  those  of  the  Company  will  only 
weaken  an  administration  which  it  is  essential  to  strengthen  in  the  present  state  of  affairs. 

No  competent  persons  would  be  found  to  abandon  civilised  life  to  accept  such  situations, 
with  such  salary  as  will  be  found  reasonable ;  and  if  they  could  be  found,  the  probability  is 
that  the  want  of  sufficient  occupation  will  soon  engage  them  in  antagonistic  discussions  with 
one  another,  not  conducive  to  the  general  order  or  cordiality  of  the  small  community  whose 
affairs  they  will  be  sent  to  direct. 

The  Board  is  willing  to  remain  in  the  exercise  of  its  present  functions  ;  to  concur  in  any 
arrangements  proposed  by  Government  or  Parliament,  which  will  not  interfere  with  or 
obstruct  their  power  of  independent  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  Company;  and  to  give 
assistance  and  support  to  any  magistrates  appointed  by  the  Government  in  endeavouring 
to  maintain  the  present  undisturbed  state  of  the  Indian  territories ;  but  they  will  decline  to 
undertake  a  divided  administration,  or  accept  the  responsibility  of  carrying  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country,  under  the  exceptional  circumstances  of  the  case,  unless  assured  of  the 
same  cordial  and  unhesitating  support  from  Her  Majesty's  Government  which  they  have 
hitherto  enjoyed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         John  Shepherd, 

Governor. 
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HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY. 


COPY  of  the  existing  Charter  or  Grant  by  the  Crown  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany ;  together  with  Copies  or  Extracts  of  the  Correspondence  which  took  place 
at  the  last  Renewal  of  the  Charter  between  the  Government  and  the  Company,  or  of 
Individuals  on  behalf  of  the  Company ;  also,  the  Dates  of  all  former  Charters  or 
Grants  to  that  Company. 
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SCHEDULE. 


Date. 


Subject. 


P.Tge. 


Governor  of  the  Hudson's   Bay  Company 
to  Lord  Stanley. 


CORRESPONDENCE : 

Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to 
Lord  Glenelg. 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Co- 
lonies to  Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq. 

Denia  Le  Marchant,  Esq.  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 


The    Under-Secretary    of    State    for    the 
Colonics  to  Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq. 


J.  D.  Hume,  Esq.  to  the  Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

The    Under-Secretary    of    State    for    the 

Colonies  to  J.  D.  Hume,  Esq. 
Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 

to  Lord  Glenelg. 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 

to  the  Governor   of  the  Hudson's  Bay 

Company. 
Governor  of  the    Hudson's  Bay  Company 

to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies. 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 

to  the  Governor  of   the  Hudson's  Bay 

Company. 
Governor    of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 

to  the  Under-Secretary  of  i^tate  for  the 

Colonies. 
Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Coun- 
cil for  Trade   to   the    Governor  of  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company. 
Governor  of  the  Hudson*s  Bay  Company 

to  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy 

Council  for  Trade. 
Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 

to  the  Governor  of  the   Hudson's  Bay 

Company. 


Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies. 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  .the 
Colonies  to  A.  Y.  Spearman,'  Esq. 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.  to  the  Under-Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Co- 
lonies to  A .  Y.  Spearman,  Esq. 

Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq.  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

The  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Co- 
lonies to  Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq. 

Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  Governor  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company. 


8  June    1842 


10  Feb.  1837 

28  Feb.  1837 

2  June  1837 
25  July  1837 

7  Aug.  1837 

15  Aug.  1837 

9  Sept.  1837 

19  Sept.  1837 

25  Oct.  1837 

8  Nov.  1837 
10  Nov.  1837 

20  Jan.  1838 
7  Feb.  1838 

3  Feb.  1838 

7  Feb.  1838 
3  Feb.  1838 

8  Mar.  1838 

14  Mar.  1838 

6  Mar.  1838 
14  Mar.  1838 

7  June  1 838 


Enclosing  Copifts  of  a  Charter  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  and  the  License  given  to  the 
Company  by  Her  Majesty  of  the  exclusive 
Trade  with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of 
North  America  -         -         -         -         - 

Application  for  a  renewal  of  the  Grant  for 
exclusive  Trade  with  the  Indians 

Requesting  Opinion  of  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  on  the 
above  Letter     ------ 

In  reply :  informing  Lord  Glenelg  that  the 
Application  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
should  be  favourably  entertained  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government    -         -         -         -         - 

Acknowledges  the  above ;  concurrence  in  the 
Opinion  expressed  ;  and  requesting  informa- 
tion as  to  the  Negotiations  with  the  Com- 
pany      ------- 

Stating  that  no  Negotiation  has  been  entered 
into  with  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  Com- 
pany for  a  renewal  of  their  License 

In  reply  to  the  above  -         - 

Requests   decision    on   the    Letter   of  10    Feb. 

(No.  I.)  ------ 

No  objection  to  proposed  renewal,  with  certain 

modifications    - 

Encloses  Draft  of  proposed  Grant 


Requests  Copy  of  the  Grant  made  in  1821 


Encloses  Copy  of  the  Grant  made  in  1821 


Requests  further  information  relative  to  their 
Claim  for  a  renewal  of  the  Grant 

Sends  further  information  required  by  the  Board 
of  Trade 

Approves  Draft  of  the  Royal  License  granting 
exclusive  Trade  with  the  Indians  for  a  further 
period  of  21  years,  subject  to  the  alteration 
of  the  final  Clause  respecting  the  erection  of 
Colonies  -         -  -         •         -         - 

Acknowledges  preceding  Letter  ;  accepts  terms 
proposed  --_--_ 

Referring  to  Letter  of  10  February  3837 
(No.  1);  including  Lord  Glenelg's  proposed 
Clause  relative  to  the  erection  of  Colonies 

Requests  Lord  Glenelg's  Opinion  as  to  the 
amount  of  Rent  to  be  paid  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  -  -         -         _         - 

In  reply  to  the  above,  and  transmitting  the 
following  Letter         -         -         -         -         - 

Kespecting  the  Settlement  of  the  Terms  of  the 
Grant  in  question  -         -         -         - 

Acknowledges  the  above         -        .         .         - 

Transmits  the  Grant  of  a  License  to  trade 


408 
o 

417 
422 

422 

423 


423 
423 


424 
424 
424 

425 

425 

427 

427 


430 
431 

431 

432 

433 

433 
433 

434 


0.24- 


-Sess.  2. 


3E4 


4o8 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  FROM  THE 


Appendix,  No.  1 1 . 


HUDSON'S     BAY    COMPANY. 


Letter  frcm  the 
Governor  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay 
Company  to  Lord 
Stanley,  8  June 
1842. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  Lord  Stanley. 

My  Lord,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  London,  8  June  1842. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Hope's  letter  of  the  4th  instant, 
enclosing,  by  direction  of  your  Lordship,  copy  of  an  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons 
for  certain  papers  relating  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company;  and  requesting  that  you  may  be 
furnished,  for  presentation  to  the  House,  with  a  copy  of  the  existing  Charter  or  Grant  by 
the  Crown  to  the  Company,  together  with  a  list  of  the  dates  of  all  former  Charters  or  Grants 
to  them. 

In  compliance  with  your  Lordship's  request,  1  herewith  hand  a  printed  copy  of  the  first 
and  only  Charter  for  incorporating  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  granted  by  his  Majesty 
King  Charles  the  Second  in  the  year  1670  ;  together  with  copy  of  the  License  given  to  the 
Company  by  Her  Majesty,  on  the  30th  May  1838  (under  the  provisions  of  the  Act  1  &  2 
Geo.  4,  c.  66),  of  the  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  such  parts  of  Nortti  America  as 
are  not  part  of  the  lands  or  territories  granted  to  the  Company  by  their  Charter,  and  not 
forming  any  of  Her  Majesty's  provinces  in  North  America,  or  of  any  lands  or  territories 
belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America  or  other  foreign  power. 

The  Grant  of  exclusive  trade  was  first  made,  on  the  6th  December  1821,  to  "The 
Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,"  in  conjunc- 
tion with  "  William  M'Gillivray,  of  Montreal,  in  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  esquire, 
Simon  M'Gillivray,  of  Suffolk-lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  merchant,  and  Edward  Ellice, 
of  Spring-gardens,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  esquire." 

These  gentlemen  subsequently  surrendered  their  interest  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
to  whom  Her  Majesty  was  pleased  to  make  the  Grant  of  1838. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  H.  Felly,  Governor. 


Enclosure  (A.) 


Preamble. 


Grant  of  Incorpo- 
ration. 


Names  of  original 
grantees. 


The  Royal  Charter  for  incorporating  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  granted  by  his 
Majesty  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  22d  year  of  his  reign,  a.d.  1670. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Enj^land,  Scotland,  France  and 
Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c..  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 
Whereas  our  dear  and  entirely  beloved  Cousin,  Prince  Rupert,  Count  Palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  Cumberland,  ikc. ;  Christopher  Duke  of  Albemarle,  WiUiam 
Eail  of  Craven,  Henry  Lord  Arlington,  Anthony  Lord  Ashley,  Sir  John  Robinson,  and  Sir 
Robert  Vyner,  Knights  and  Baronets  ;  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  Baronet ;  Sir  Edward  Hun^erford, 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  Sir  Paul  Neele,  Knight;  Sir  John  Griffith  and  Sir  Philip  Carteret, 
Knights;  James  Hayes,  John  Kirke,  Francis  Millington,  William  Prettyman,  John  Fenn, 
Esquires ;  and  John  Portman,  Citizen  and  Goldsmith  of  London  :  have,  at  their  own  great 
cost  and  charges,  undertaken  an  expedition  for  Hudson's  Bay,  in  the  north-west  part  of 
America,  for  the  discovery  of  a  new  passage  into  the  South  Sea,  and  for  the  finding  some 
trade  for  furs,  minerals  and  other  considerable  commodities,  and  by  such  their  undertaking 
have  already  made  such  discoveries  as  to  encourage  them  to  proceed  further  in  pursuance 
of  their  said  design,  by  means  whereof  there  may  probably  arise  very  great  advantage  to  us 
and  our  kingdom  :  And  vthereas  the  said  Undertakers,  for  their  further  encouragement  in 
the  said  design,  have  humbly  besought  us  to  incorporate  them,  and  grant  unto  them  and  their 
successors  the  sole  trade  and  commerce  of  all  those  seas,  straits,  bays,  rivers,  lakes, 
creeks  and  sounds,  in  whatsoever  latitude  they  shall  be,  that  lie  vyithin  the  entrance  of  the 
straits,  commonly  called  Hudson's  Straits,  together  with  all  the  lands,  countries  and  territories 
upon  the  coasts  and  confines  of  the  seas,  straits,  bays,  lakes,  rivers,  creeks  and  sounds  afore- 
said, which  are  not  now  actually  possessed  by  any  of  our  subjects,  or  by  the  subjects  of  any 
other  Christian  Prince  or  State :  Now  know  ye,  that  we,  being  desirous  to  promote  all 
endeavours  tending  to  the  public  good  of  our  people,  and  to  encourage  the  said  undertaking, 
HAVE,  of  our  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  given,  granted,  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give,  grant,  ratify 
and  confirm,  unto  our  said  Cousin,  Prince  Rupert,  Christopher  Duke  of  Albemarle,  William  Earl 
of  Craven,  Henry  Lord  Arlington,  Anthony  Lord  Ashley,  Sir  John  Robinson,  Sir  Robert 
Vyner,  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  Sir  Edward  Hungerford,  Sir  "Paul  Neele,  Sir  John  Griffith  and 
Sir  Philip  Carteret,  James  Hayes,  John  Kirke,  Francis  Millington,  VA'illiam  Prettyman, 
John  Fenn  and  John  Portman,  that  they,  and  such  others  as  shall  be  admitted  into  the  said 
society  as  is  hereafter  expressed,  shall  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  deed  and  in 

name. 
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name,  by  ihe  name  of  "  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Appendix,  No.  it. 
Hudson's  Bay,"  and  them  by  the  name  of  "The  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  — — 

England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,"  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  deed  and  in  aame,  Body  corpointo  to 
really  and  fully  for  ever,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successor?,  -we  do  make,  ordain,  constitute,  ^f  styled  "Thu 
establish,  confirm  and  declare  by  these  present,  iind  that  by  the  same  name  of  Governor  ^°n''™f "I/"^!*    "" 
and  Company  of  Adventurers   of  England  trading  into  Hudson's   Bay,  they  shall  have  per-  of  E^igland\rad'in"^ 
petual  succession,  and  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  "The  Governor  and  Com-  into  Hudson's  Bay. 
pany  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,"  be,  and  at  all  times  hereafter 
shall  be  personable  and  capable  in  law  to  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  retain 
lands,  rents,  privileges,  liberties,  jurisdictions,  franchises  and  hereditiimenis,  of  what  kind.   Rights  and  privi' 
nature  or  quality  soever  they  be,  to  them  and  their  successors;  and  also  to  give,  grant,  lopes  &c.  ofthe 
demise,  alien,  assign  and  dispose  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  nnd  to  do  and  execute    Governor  and 
all  and  singular  other  things  by  tlie  same  name   that  to  them  shall  or  may  appertain  to  do ;   t;ompany. 
and  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Adven- 
turers of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,"  may  plead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be 
answered,  defend  and  be  defended,  in  whatsoever  courts  and  places,  before  whatsoever  judo-es 
and  justices,  and   otlier  persons  and  officers,  in  all  and  singular  actions,  pleas,  suits,  quai- 
rels,  causes  and  demands  whatsoever,  of  whatsoever  kind,  nature  or  sort,  in  such  manner 
and  form  as  any  other  our  liege  people  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  being  persons  able 
and  capable  in  law,  may  or  can  have,  purchase,  receive,  possess,  enjoy,  retain,  give,  grant, 
demise,  alien,  assign,  dispose,  plead,  defend  and  be  defended,  do,  permit  and  execute  ;  and 
that  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay, 
and  their  successors,  may  have  a  common   seal  to  serve  for  all  the  causes  and  businesses  of  Grant  of  a  commwi 
them  and  their  successors,  and  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  the  said  Governor  and   seal. 
Company,  and  their  successors,  the  same  seal,  from  time  to  time,  at  their  will  and  pleasure, 
to  break,  change,  and  to  make  anew  or  alter,  as  to  them  shall   seem  expedient :  And  fur- 
ther WE  WILL,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  ordain,  that 
there  shall  be  from  henceforth  one  of  the  same   Company  to  be  elected  and  appointed  in 
such  form  as  hereaiter  in  these  presents  is  expressed,  wliich  shall  be  called  the  Governor 
ofthe  said  Company  ;  and  that  the  said  Governor  and  Con:pany  shall  or  may  select  seven  A  Governor  and 
of  their  number,  in  such  form  as  hereafter  in  tiiese  prestnts  is  expressed,  which  shall   be   Committee  to  be 
called  the  Committee  of  the  said  Company,  which  Committee  of  seven,  or  any  three  of  ihem,  ehosen, 
together  with  the  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor  of  ihe  said  Con) pany  for  the  time  beino-,  shall 
have  the  direction  ofthe  voyages  of  and  for  the  said  Company,  and  the  provision  ofthe 
shipping  and  merchandizes  thereunto  belonging,  and    also  the  sale  of  all  merchandizes, 
goods  and  other  things  returned,  in  all  or  any  the  voyages  or  ships  of  or  for  the  said  Com- 
pany, and  the  managing  and  handling  of  all  other  business,  affairs  and  things  belonging  to 
the  said  Company  :  And  we  will,  ordain  and   grant  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  that   they  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  shall  from  henceforth  for  ever  be  luled, 
ordered  and  tioverned  according  to  such  manner  and  form  as  is  hereafter  in  these  oresents 
expressed,  and  not  otherwise;  and  that  they  shall  have,  hold,  retain  and  enjoy  the  grants, 
libenies,  privileges,  jurisdictions  and  imnmnities   only  hereafter  in   these  presents  granted 
and  expressed,  and  no  other  :  And  for  the  better  execution  of  our  will  and  grant  in  this  behalf, 
WE  HAVE  ASSIGNED,  nommated,  constituted  and  made,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  we  do  assign,  nominate,  constitute  and  make  our  said  Cousin,  Prince  Ru-   pyi^c   R      -t  t    be 
PERT,  to  be  the  first  and  present  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  to  continue  in  the  said  office  the  first  Governor. 
from  the  date  of  these  presents  until  the  10th  November  then  next  following,  if  he,  the  said 
Prince  Rupert,  shall  so  long  live,  and  so  until  a  new  Governor  be  chosen  by  the  said  Com- 
pany in  form  hereafter  expressed  :  And  also  we  have  assigned,  nominated  and  appointed, 
and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  assign,  nominate  and  consti-  ^'''f"^^^  "^  "^^  first 
tute,  the  said  Sir  John  Robinson,  Sir  Robeit  Vyner,  Sir  Peter  Colleton,  James  Hayes,  John 
Kirke,  Francis  Millington  and  John  Portman  to  be  the  seven  first  and  present  Committees 
of  the  said  Company,  from  the  date  of  these  presents  until  the  said  loth  day  of  November 
then  also  next  following,  and  so  until  new  Committees  shall   be  chosen  in  form   hereafter 
expressed :  And  further  we  will  and  grant  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  .aid  suc- 
cessors, unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  that  it  shall  and  may   D^^'^t '  G^  vernor 
be  lawful  to  and  for   the  said  Governor  and  Company  tor  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part 
of  them  present  at  any  public   assembly,  commonly  called  the  Court  General,  to  be  holden 
for  the  said  Company,  the  Governor  of  the  snid  Company  being  always  one,  from  time  to 
time  to  elect,  nominate  and  appoint  one   of  the  said  Company  to  be  Deputy  to  the  said 
Governor,  which  Deputy  shall  take  a  corporal  oath,  before  the  Governor  and  three  or  more  --1*1       v     ;i    ■ 
ofthe  Committee  ofthe  said  Company  for  the  time  beinii,  well,  truly  and  faithfully  to  exe-  ij^tere'a  to  hi™' 
cute  his  said  office  of  Depuiy  to  the  Governor  of  the  said   Company,  and  after  his  oath   so 
taken  shall  and  may  from  time  to  time,  in  the  absence  ofthe  said  Governor,  exercise  and 
execute  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  in  such  sort  as  the  said  Governor  ought 
to  do  :  And  further  we  will  and  grant  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes-   p  t   ■   G  v^  • 
sors,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  how  elected!^        ' 
Bay,  and  their  successors,  that  they,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the  Governor  for 
the  time  being  or  his  Deputy  to  be  one,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  shall 
and  may  have  authority  and  power,  yearly  and  every  year,  between  the  first  and  last  day 
of  November,  to  assemble  and  meet  together  in  some  convenient  place,  to  be  appointed  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Governor,  or  in  his  al)sence  hy  the  Deputy  ofthe  said  Governor  for  the 
lime  being,  and  that  they  being  so  assembled,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
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Governor  or  Deputy  of  the  said  Governor,  and  the  said  Company  for  the  time  beinij,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them  whicl)  then  shall  happen  to  be  preseni,  whereof  the  Governor  of  the 
said  Company  or  his  Deputy  fur  the  time  l)eiiig  to  be  one,  to  elect  and  nominate  one  of  the 
said  Company,  which  shall  be  Governor  of  the  said  Company  for  one  vehole  year  then  next 
follswing,  which  person  being  so  elected  and  nominated  to  be  Governor  of  the  said  Company 
as  is  aforesaid,  before  he  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of  the  said  office,  shall  take  a  corporal 
oath  before  the  hist  Governor,  being  his  predecessor  or  his  Deputy,  and  any  three  or  more 
of  the  Cominittoe  of  the  said  Company  for  the  time  being,  that  be  shall  from  time  to  time 
well  and  truly  execute  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  said  Company  in  all  things  concerning 
the  same  ;  and  that  immediately  after  the  same  oath  so  taken,  lie  shall  and  may  execute  and 
use  the  said  office  of  Governor  of  the  said  Company  for  one  whole  year  from  thence  next 
following:  And  in  like  sort  we  will  and  grant,  that  as  well  every  one  of  theabove-named  to 
be  of  the  said  Company  or  Fellowship,  as  all  others  hereafter  to  be  admitted  or  free  of  the 
said  Company,  shall  take  a  corporal  oath  before  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company  or  his 
Deputy  for  the  time  being  to  such  effect  as  by  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  in  anypubhc  court  to  be  held  for  the  said  Company,  shall  be  in  reason- 
able and  legal  manner  set  down  and  devised,  before  they  shall  be  allowed  or  admitted  to 
trade  or  traffic  as  a  freeman  of  the  said  Company:  And  further  we  will  and  grant  by 
these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
their  successors,  that  the  sai  I  Governor  or  Deputy  Governor,  and. the  rest  of  the  said  Com- 
pany, and  their  successors  for  the  time  beini',  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the 
Governor  or  Deputy  Governor  from  time  to  time  to  be  one,  shall  and  may  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  have  power  and  authority,  yearly  and  every  year,  between 
the  first  and  last  day  of  November,  to  assemble  and  meet  together  in  some  convenient  place, 
from  time  to  time  to  be  appointed  by  the  said  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  or  in  his 
absence  by  his  Deputy  ;  and  that  they  being  so  assembled,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  said  Governor  or  his  Deputy,  and  the  Company  for  the  time  being,  or  the 
greater  part  of  them,  which  then  shall  happen  to  be  present,  whereof  the  Governor  of  tlie 
said  Company  or  his  Deputy  for  the  time  being  to  be  one,  to  elect  and  nominate  seven 
of  the  said  Company,  which  shall  be  a  Committee  of  the  said  Comp  my  for  one  whole 
year  from  then  next  ensuinir,  which  persons  being  so  elected  and  nominated  to  be  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  said  Company  as  aforesaid,  before  they  be  admitted  to  the  execution  of  their 
office,  shall  take  a  corporal  oath  before  the  Governor  or  his  Deputy,  and  any  three  or  more 
of  the  said  Committee  of  the  said  Company,  being  their  List  predecessors,  that  they  and 
every  of  them  shall  well  and  faithfully  perform  their  said  office  of  Committees  in  all  things 
concerning  the  same,  and  that  immediately  after  the  said  oath  bo  taken,  they  shall  and 
may  execute  and  use  their  said  office  of  Committees  of  the  said  Company  for  one  whole 
year  from  ihence  next  following:  And  moreover,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  these 
presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  and  their  successors,  that  when  and  as  often  as  it  shall  happen,  the  Governor  or 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  said  Company  for  the  time  being,  at  any  time  within  one  year 
after  that  he  shall  be  nominated,  elected  and  sworn  to  the  office  of  the  Governor  of  the  said 
Company,  as  is  aforesaid,  to  die  or  to  be  removed  from  the  said  office,  which  Governor  or 
Deputy  Governor  not  demeaning  himself  well  in  his  said  office,  we  will  to  be  removable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  rest  of  the  said  Company,  or  the  greater  part  of  them  which  shall  be 
present  at  their  public  assemblies,  commonly  called  their  General  Courts,  holdea  for  the 
said  Company,  that  then  and  so  often  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  residue  of 
the  said  Company  for  the  time  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  within  a  convenient  time 
after  the  death  or  removing  of  any  such  Governor  or  Deputv  Governor,  to  assemble  them- 
selves in  such  convenient  place  as  they  shall  think  fit,  for  the  election  of  the  Governor  or 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  said  Company  ;  and  that  the  said  Company,  or  the  greater  part  of 
them,  being  then  and  there  present,  shall  and  may,  then  and  there,  before  their  departure 
from  the  said  place,  elect  and  nominate  one  other  of  the  said  Company  to  be  Governor  or 
Deputy  Governor  for  the  said  Compriny,  in  the  place  and  stead  of  him  that  so  died  or  was 
removed  ;  which  person  being  so  elected  and  nominated  to  the  office  of  Governor  or  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  said  Company,  shall  have  and  exercise  the  said  office  for  and  during 
the  residue  of  the  said  year,  taking  first  a  corporal  oath,  as  is  aforesaid,  for  the  due  execu- 
tion thereof;  and  this  to  be  done  fiom  time  to  time  so  often  as  the  case  shall  so  require: 
And  also,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, WE  DO  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  that  when  and  as  often  as  it 
shall  happen  any  per?on  or  persons  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  Company  for  the  time 
being,  at  any  time  within  one  year  next  after  that  they  m-  any  of  them  shall  be  nominated, 
elected  and  sworn  to  the  office  of  Committee  of  the  said  Company  as  is  aforesaid,  to  die  or 
to  be  removed  from  the  said  office,  which  Committees  not  demeaning  themselves  well  in 
their  said  office,  we  will  t-i  be  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company  for  the  time  being 
or  his  Deputy  to  be  one,  that  then  and  so  often,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said 
Governor,  and  the  rest  oft'ne  Company  for  the  time  being,  or  the  areater  part  of  them, 
whereof  the  Goveinor  for  the  time  being  or  his  Deputy  to  be  one,  within  convenient  time 
after  the  death  or  removing  of  aiiyof  the  said  Committee,  to  assemble  themselves  in  such  con- 
venient place  as  is  or  shall  be  usual  and  uccustmied  for  the  election  of  the  Governor  of  the 
said  Company,  or  where  else  the  Governor  of  ti;e  said  Company  for  the  time  being  or  his 
Deputy  shall  appoint :   And  that    the    -aid   Governor   and   Company,  or  the  greater  part  of 
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there  present,  shall  and  may,  then  and   there,  before  their  departure  from  the    said  place, 
elect  and  nominate  one  or  more  of  the  said  Company  to  be  of  the  Committee  of  the  said 
Company  in  the  place  and  stead  of  him  or  them  that  so  died,  or  were  or  was  so  removed, 
which  person  or  persons  so  nominated  and  elected  to  the  office  of  Committee  of  the  said 
Company  shall  have  and  exercise  the  said  office  lor  and  during  the  residue  of  the  said  year, 
taking  first  a  corporal  oath,  as  is  aforesaid,  for  the  due  execution  tliereof,  and  this  to  be  done 
from  time  to  time,  so  often  as  the  case  shall  require  :  And  to  the  end  the  said  Governor  and 
Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into   Hudson's  Bay  may  be  encouraged  to 
undertake  and  effectually  to  prosecute  the  said  design,  of  our  more  especial  grace,  certain 
knowledge  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given,  granted  ariG  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents, 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  give,  grant  and   confirm,  unto  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  and  their  successors,  the  sole  trade  and  commerce  of   all  those  seas,  straits, 
bays,  rivers,  lakes,  creeks,  and  sounds,  in  whatsoever  latitude  they  shall  be,  that  lie  within 
the    entrance  of  the    straits,   commonly  called    Hudson's    Straits,  together   with    all    the 
lands  and  territories  upon  the  countries,  coasts  and  confines  of  the  seas,  bays,  lakes,  rivers, 
creeks  and  sounds  aforesaid,  that  are  not  already  actually  possessed  by  or  granted  to  <iny 
of  our  subjects,  or  possessed  by  the  subjects  of  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  State,  with  the 
fishing  of  all  sorts  of  fish,  whales,  sturgeons,  and  all  other  royal  fishes  in  the  seas,  bays, 
inlets  and  livers  within  the  premises,  and  the  fish  therein  taken,  together  with  the  roynlty 
of  the  sea  upon  the  coasts  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  and  all  mines  royal,  as  well  discovered 
as  not  discovered,  of  gold,  silver,  gems  and  precious  stones,  to  be  found  or  discovered  within 
the  territories,  limits  and  places  aforesaid,  and   that  the  said   land   be  from  henceforth 
reckoned  and  reputed  as  one  ot  our  plantations  or  colonies    in  America,  called  ''  Rupert's 
Land  :"  And  further,  we  do   by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs   and  successors,  make, 
cieaie  and  constitute  the  said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  time  being,  :ind  their  succes- 
sors, the  true  and  absolute  lords  and  proprietors  of  the   same  territory,  limits  and  places 
aforesaid,  and  of  all  other  the  premises,  saving  always  the  faith,  allegiance  and  sovereign 
dominion  due  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  same,  to  have,  hold,  possess  and 
enjoy  the  said  territory,  limits  and  places,  and  all  and   singular  other  the  premises  hereby 
granted  as  aforesaid,  with  their  and   every  of  their  rights,  members,  jurisdictions,  preroga- 
tives, royalties  and  appurtenances  whatsoever,  to  them  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
and   their  successors  for  ever,  to   be  holden  of  ua,  our  heirs  and  successors,  as  of  our 
manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  our  county  of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  soccage,  and  not  in 
capite  or  by  Knight's  service ;  yielding  an  d  paying  yearly  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
for  the  same,  two  elks  and  two  black  beavers,  whensoever  and  as  often  as  we,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  shall  happen  to  enter  into   the  said   countries,  territories  and   regions  hereby 
granted  :  And  fuether,  our  will  and  plcfisuie  is,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs 
and  successors,  we  do  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  tind  Company,  and  to  their  successors, 
tiiat  it   shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and   for  the   said   Governor  and   Company,  and  their 
successors,  from   time   to  time,   to  assemble  themselves,  for  or    about  any   the    matters, 
causes,    affairs    or    businesses    of  the  said    trade,   in  any  place  or  pbices   for   the  same 
convenient,  within    our   dominions  or  elsewhere,    and    there    to    hold  court  for  the  said 
Company,   and    the    affairs    thereof;    and  that,    also,    it    shall    and    may    be    lawful    to 
and  for  them,  and  the  greater  part  of  them,  being  so  assembled,  and  that  shall  then  and 
there  be    present,  in  any  such  place  or  places,  whereof  the  Governor  or  his  Deputy  for 
the  time  being  to  be   one,  to  make,  ordain  and  constitute  such  and  so  many  reasonable 
laws,  constitutions,  orders  and  ordinances   as   to  them,  or  the   greater  part  of  them,  being 
then  and  there  present,  shall  seem  necessary  and  convenient  for  the  good  government  of  the 
said  Company,  and  of  all  governors  of  cdonies,  forts  and  plantations,  factors,  masters, 
mariners  and  other  officers  employed  or  to  be  employed  in  any  of  the  teiritories  and  lands 
aforesaid,  and  in  any  of  their  voyages  ;  and  for  the  better  advancement  and  continuance  of 
the  said  trade  or  traffic  and  plantations,  and  the  same  laws,  constitutions,  orders  and  ordi- 
nances so  made,  to  putin,  use  and  execute  accordingly,  and  at  their  pleasure  to  revoke  and  alter 
the  same  or  any  of  them,  as  the  occasion  shall   require  :  And   that  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  so  often  as  they  shall  make,  ordain  or  establish  any  such  laws,  constitutions,  orders 
and  ordinances,  in  such  form  as  aforesaid,  shall  and  may  lawlully  impose,  ordain,  limit  and 
provide  such  pains,  penalties  and  punishments  upon  all    offenders,  contrary  to   such  laws, 
constitutions,  orders  and  ordinances,  or  any  of  them,  as  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company 
for  the  tiiue  being,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  then   and  there   being  present,  the  said 
Governor  or  his  Deputy  being  always  one,  shall  seem  necessary,  requisite  or  convenient  for 
the  observation  of  the  same  laws,  constitutions,  orders  and  ordinances;  and  the  same  fines 
and  amerciaments  shall  and  may,  by  their  ofliicers  and   servants  from  time   to  time  to  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  levy,  take  and  have,  to  the 'use  of   the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  their  successors,  without  the  impediment  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  or  of  any 
the  officers  or  ministers  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  and  without  any  account  therefore  to 
us,  our   heirs  or  successors,   to    be   made  :    All    ;ind    singular  whicb   laws,  constitutions, 
orders  and  ordinances,  so  as  aforesaid  to   be  made,  we  will  to  be  duly  observed  and  kept 
under  the    pains  and   penalties    therein    to  be  contained  ;   so    always  as    the    said   laws, 
constitutions,  orders   and  ordinances,  fines   and  amerciaments,  be  reasonable  and  not  con- 
trary or  repugnant,  but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  to  the  laws,  statutes  or  customs  of  this 
our  realm:  And  forthbrmqke,  of  our  ample  and  abundant  grace,  certain  knowledge  and 
mere  motion,  we  have  granted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do 
grant  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  that  they  and  their  suc- 
cessors, and  their  factors,  servants  and  agents,  for  them  and  on  their  behalf^  and  not  other- 
0.24-Sess.  2.  3  P  2  wise. 
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Grant  of  the  sole 
trade,  lands,  mines, 
mineraJa,  fisheries, 
&c. 


The  tenitory  to  be 
reckoned  one  of  his 
Majesty's  Planta- 
tions or  Colonies  in 
America,  and  called 
Rupert's  Land ;  and 
the  Governor  and 
Company  to  be  the 
Lords  Proprietors  of 
the  same  for  ever. 


Governor  and  Com- 
pany may  assemble 
and  make  laws, 
ordinances,  &c.  for 
the  good  govern- 
ment of  their  terri- 
tory and  the  ad- 
vancement of  their 
trade ; 


and  may  impose 
penalties  and 
punishments,  pro- 
vided the  same  are 
reasonable,  and  nOt 
repugnant  to  the 
law*  of  England. 


Further  grant  of 
trade. 
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And  no  subjects  of 
liis  Majesty  to  trade 
■within  the  Com- 
pany's territories 
without  leave  from 
the  Company,  in 
writing,  under  their 
common  seal. 


Under  penalty  of 
forfeiting  all  goods, 
&c.  brought  from 
thence  into  Eng- 
land. 


One -half  to  go  to 
the  Kim;,  the  other 
to  the  Company. 


or  will  liberty  of 
such  trade  be  given 
by  his  Majesty  to 
anj'  person  without 
consent  of  the  Com- 
pany. 


Persons  free  of  the 
Company  failing  to 
pay  the  sums  re- 
spectively engaged 
to  be  furnished  by 
them  in  the  Adven- 
ture of  the  Com- 
pany, may  he  re- 
moved and  dis- 
franchised. 


Wliat  persons  may 
be  admitted  into 
the  Company. 


wise,  shall  for  ever  hereafter  have,  use  and  enjoy,  not  only  the  whole,  entire  and  only  trade 
and  traffic,  and  the  whole,  entire  and  only  liberty,  use  and  privilege  of  tradini.;  and 
trafficking  to  and  from  the  territory,  limits  and  places  aforesaid ;  but  also  tlie  whole  and 
entire  trade  and  traffic  to  and  from  all  havens,  bays,  creeks,  rivers,  lakes  and  seas,  into 
which  they  shall  find  entrance  or  passage  by  water  or  land  out  of  the  territories,  limits  or 
places  aforesaid ;  and  to  and  with  all  the  natives  and  people  inhabiting,  or  which  shall  in- 
habit within  the  territories,  limits  and  places  aforesaid;  and  to  and  with  all  other  nations 
inhabiting  any  the  coasts  adjacent  to  the  said  territories,  limits  and  places  which  are  not 
already  possessed  as  aforesaid,  or  whereof  the  sole  liberty  or  privilege  of  trade  and  traffic  is 
not  granted  to  any  other  of  our  subjects :  And  we,  of  our  further  royal  favour,  and  of  our 
more  especial  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  have  granted,  and  by  these  pre- 
sents, for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and 
to  their  successors,  that  neither  the  said  territories,  limits  and  places,  hereby  granted 
as  aforesaid,  nor  any  part  thereof,  nor  the  islands,  havens,  ports,  cities,  towns  or 
places  thereof  or  therein  contained,  shall  be  visited,  frequenteil  or  haunted  by  any 
of  the  subjects  of  iis,  our  heirs  or  successors,  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  these 
presents,  and  by  virtue  of  our  prerogative  royal,  which  we  will  not  have  in  that 
behalf  argued  or  brought  into  question:  We  stuaitly  charge,  command  and  prohibit 
for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  all  the  subjects  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  of  what 
degree  or  quality  soever  they  be,  that  none  of  them,  directly  or  indirectly,  do  visit, 
haunt,  frequent  or  trade,  traffic  or  adventure,  by  way  of  merchandize,  into  or  from  any  of  (he 
said  territories,  limits  or  phices  hereby  granted,  or  any  or  either  of  them,  other  than  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  and  such  particular  persons  as  now  be  or  hereafter  shall  be  of 
that  Company,  their  agents,  factors  and  assigns,  unless  it  be  by  the  license  and  agreement 
of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  writing  first  had  and  obtained,  under  their  common 
seal,  to  be  granted,  upon  pain  that  every  such  person  or  persons  that  shall  trade  or  traffic 
into  or  from  any  of  the  countries,  territories  or  limits  aforesaid,  other  than  the  said  Governor 
and  Company  and  their  successors,  shall  incur  our  indignation,  and  the  forfeiture'  and  the 
loss  of  the  goods,  merchandizes  and  other  things  whatsoever,  which  so  shall  b;^  brought  into 
this  re.ilm  of  England,  or  any  the  dominions  of  the  same,  contrary  to  our  said  prohibition, 
or  the  purport  or  true  mciming  of  these  presents,  for  which  the  said  Governor  and  Company 
shall  find,  take  and  seize  in  other  places  out  of  our  dominion,  where  the  said  Company, 
their  agents,  factors  or  ministers  shall  trade,  traffic  or  inhabit  by  virtue  of  these  our  letters 
patent,  as  also  the  ship  and  ships,  with  the  furniture  thereof,  wherein  such  so^ds,  merchan- 
dizes and  nther  thintjs  shall  be  brouiihi  and  found  ;  the  one-half  of  all  the  said  forfeitures  to 
be  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  other  half  thereof  we  do  by  these  presents  clearly 
and  wholly,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  aWe  and  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  their  successors:  And  fubther,  ail  and  every  the  said  offenders,  for  their  said 
contt'nijjt,  to  suffer  such  other  punishment  as  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  fi>r  so  high  a 
contempt,  shall  seem  meet  and  convenient,  and  not  to  be  in  anywise  delivered  until  they 
and  every  of  them  shall  become  bound  unto  the  said  Governor  for  the  time  bfing  in  the 
sum  of  One  thousand  pounds  at  the  least,  at  no  time  then  after  to  trade  or  traffic  into  any 
of  the  said  places,  seas,  straits,  bays,  ports,  havens  or  territories  aforesaid,  contrary  to 
O'jr  express  commandment  in  that  behalf  set  down  and  published  :  And  further,  of  our 
more  especial  grace,  we  have  condescended  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  ou.r 
heirs  and  successors,  do  grant  unti>  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors, 
that  we,  our  heirs  and  successors,  will  not  grant  liberty,  license  or  power  to  anv  person  or 
persons  whatsoever,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  these  our  letters  patent,  to  trade,  traffic  or 
inhabit,  unto  or  upon  any  the  territories,  limit-;  or  places  afore  specified,  contrary  to  the  true 
meaning  of  these  presents,  without  the  consent  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the 
most  part  of  them  :  And,  of  our  more  abundant  grace  and  favour  to  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  we  do  hereby  declare  our  will  and  pleasure  to  be,  that  if  it  shall  so  happen 
that  any  of  the  persons  free  or  to  be  free  of  the  said  Company  of  Adventurers  of  Rngland 
trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  who  shall,  before  the  going  forth  of  any  ship  or  ships  appointed 
for  a  VOYAGE  or  otherwise,  promise  or  agree,  by  writing  under  his  or  their  hands,  to  adven- 
ture any  sum  or  sums  of  money  towards  the  furnishing  any  provision,  or  maintenance  of 
any  voyage  or  voyages,  set  forth,  or  to  be  set  forth,  or  intended  or  meant  to  be  set  forth,  by 
the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the  more  part  of  them  present  at  any  public  assembly, 
commonly  called  their  General  Court,  shall  not  within  the  space  of  twenty  days  next  after 
•warning  given  t<>  him  or  them  by  the  said  Governor  or  Company,  or  their  known  officer  or 
minister,  bring  in  and  deliver  to  the  Treasurer  or  Treasurers  appointed  for  the  Cowipany,  such 
sums  of  money  as  shall  have  been  expressed  and  set  down  in  writing  by  the  said  person  or 
persons,  subscribed  with  the  name  of  said  Adventurer  or  Adventurers,  that  then  and  at  all 
times  after  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the 
more  part  of  them  present,  whereof  the  said  Governor  or  his  Deputy  to  be  one,  at  any  of  their 
General  Courts  or  General  Assemblies,  to  remove  and  disfranchise  him  or  them,  and  every 
such  person  and  persons  at  their  wills  and  pleasures,  and  he  or  they  so  removed  and  dis- 
franchised not  10  be  permitted  to  trade  into  the  couniries,  territories  and  limits  aforesaid, 
or  any  part  thereof,  nor  to  have  any  adventure  or  stock  goina:  or  remaininir  with  or  amongst 
the  said  Comparjy,  vvitliout  the  special  license  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the 
more  part  of  them  present  at  any  General  Court,  first  had  and  obtained  in  that  behalf,  any 
thing  before  in  tlie-^e  presents  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding;:  And 
OUR  WILL  AND  PLEASURE  IS,  and  heieby  we  do  also  ordain,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  the  greater  part  of  them,  whereof  the  Governor 
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such  servants  or  factors,  of  or  for  the  said  Company,  and  all  such  others  as  to  them  or  the       '      

most  part  of  them  present,  at  any  court  held  for  the  said  Company,  the  Governor  or  his 
Deputy  being  one,  shall  be  thought  fit  and  agreeable  vvi^h,  the  orders  and  ordinances  made 
and  to  be  made  for  the  government  of  the  said  Company:  And  furtheh,  our  will  and 
pleasure  is,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  we  do  grant  unto  the   Votes  to  be  regu-    ■ 
said  Governor  and  Company,  and  to  their  successors,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  in  all   lated  by  quantity- 
elections  and  bye-laws  to  be  made  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Adventiiri'rs  of  the  said   °fs*°<'^' 
Company,  that  every  person  shall  have  a  number  of  votes  according  to  his  stock,  that  is  to 
say,  for  every  hundred  pounds  by  him  subscribed  or  brought  into  the  present  stock,  one 
vote,  and  that  any  of  those  that  have  subscribed ;  less  than  One  hundred  pounds  may  join 
their  respective  sums  to  make  up  One  hundred  pounds,  and  have  one  vote  jointly  for  the 
same,  and  not  otherwise  :  And  fuethkr,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and  mere  AUlands  &c.afore- 
jnotion,  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  grant  to   and  with  the  said  Governor  and  said  to  be' under  the 
Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  that  all  lands,  islands,   sovemment  of  said 
territories,  plantations,  forts,  fortifications,  factories  or  colonie;-',  where  the  said  Company's   ^°^P^^y>  who  may 
factories  and  trade  are  or  shall  be,  within  any  the  ports  or  places  afore  limited,  shall  be   ando'ther officersTo 
immediately  and  from  henceforth  under  the  power  and  commarid   pf  the  said  (Governor   preside  within  their 
and  Company,  their  successors  and  assigns;  saving  the  faith  and.  allegiance  due  10  be  territories,  and 
performed  to  us,  our  heirs  ami  successors  as  aforesaid;  and  that  the  said  Governor  and  JV^^^^^^c^.-'ses, 
Company  shall  have  liberty,  full  power  and  authority  to  appoint  and  establish  Governors  acroi^'inff  t™he  ' 
and    all    other  officeis   to   govern  them,  and  that  the  Goveriior  and  his  Council    of  the  laws  of  England ; 
several    and    respective    places  where    the    said    Company  shall    have    plantations,   forts, 
factories,  colonies  or  pbices  of  trade  within  any  the  couijtries,  lands  or  territories  hereby 
granted,    may   have    power   to   judge    all    persons    belonging    to    the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  or  that  shiill  live  under  them,  in  all  causes,  whether  civil  or  criminal,  according' 
to  the  laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  execute  justice  accordingly  ;  and  in  case  any  crime  or  or  criminals  may  be 
misdemeanor  shall  be  committed  in  any  of  the  said  Company's  plantations,  forts,  fiictoiies   se"t  to  England  for 
or  places  of  trade  within  the  limits    aforesaid,  where  judicattire  cannot  be  executed  for 
want  of  a  Governor  and  Council  there,  then  in  such  case  it  shrill  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
•  chief  Factor  of  that  place  and  his  Council  to,  transmit  the  party,  together  with  the  oflfence, 
to  such  other  plantation,  factory  or  fort  where  there  .5,l:^all , be  a  Governor  and  Council,  where 
justice  may  be  executed,  or  into  this  kingdom  of  England,   as  shall  be  thought  most  con- 
venient, there  to  receive  such  punishment  as  the  nature  of  )iia  offence  shall  deserve:  And 
MOHEOVEE,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  theipe   presents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, we  do  give  and   grant  unto  the  said  Gov;eriiqri  and  Company,  and  their  successors,   The  Governor  and 
free  liberty  and  license,  in  case  they  conceive  it  necessary,  to  send  either  ships  of  war,  men    Company  may  em- 
or  ammunition  unto  any  their  plantations,  fprts,  factories  or  places  of  trade  aforesaid,  for  the   P^^^I'  for  the  pro- 
security  -and  defence    of  the  same,  and  to,  chopse,  commanders  and  ofBceis  over^,  them,   trade  and  territorv 
and  to  give  them  power  and  authority,  by  commisision  under  their  common  seal,  or  other-   armed  force,  uppoint 
wise,  to  continue  or  make  peace  or  war  with  any  prince  or  people  whatsoever,  that  are  .not  commanders,  erect 
•Christians,  in  any  places  where  the  said  Company  shall    have    any   plantations,  forts  or  forts.  &c. 
factories,  or   adjacent  thereunto,  as  shall  be  luost  for  the  advantage  and   benefit  of  tlip 
-said  Governor  and  Company,  and    of   their  trade:    and    also    tp    riglit  arid  recompense 
theipselves  upon  the  goods,  estates  or  people  of  those  parts,  by  whom  tin'  said  Governor 
and  Company  shall  sustain  any  injury,  loss  or  .damagp,,or  upon  any  other  people  what- 
soever, that  shall  any  way,  contrary  to  tlie  intent  of  these  presents,  interrupt,  wrong  or 
injure  them  in  their  said  trade,  within  the  said  places,  (.errifories  and  liinit^  granted  by 
this  Charter:  And  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Coin- 
pany,  and  their  successors,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  from  henceforth,  to  effct 
and   build   such   castles,  fortifications,  forts,  garrisons,,  qplpiaies   or   plantations,  towns  or 
■villages,  in  any  parts  or  places  within  the  limits  smd  bounds  granted,  before  in  these  presents 
«nto  tbe  said  Governor  and  Company,  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  tliink  fit  and  requisite, 
and  for  the  supply  of  such  as  shall  be  needful  and  convenient,  to  keep  ^,nd  be  in  the  same, 
to  send  out  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  said  castles,  fprts,,  fortifications,  garrisons,  colonies, 
plantations,  town-s  or  villages,  all  kinds  of  dpthiuii,  provision  of  victuals,  ammunition  and 
implements  necessary  for  such  purpose,  paying  the  duties  and  customs  for  the  same,  as  also 
to  transport  and  carry  over  such  number  of  men,  being  willing  thereunto,  or  not  prohibited, 
as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  also  to  govern  them  in  such  legal  and  reasonable  manner  as  the 
said  Governor  and  Company  shall  think  best,  and  to  inflict  punighmeiit  (or  misdemeaiiors, 
or  impose  such  fines  upon   them  for  breach  of  their  orders,  asj  in  these  presents  are  formerly 
.expressed  :  And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs   Authority  given  to 
and  successors,  WE  do  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  to  their  successors,  full  the  Governor  and 
.power  and  lawful  authority  to  seize  upon  the  persons  of  ail  such. English,  or   any  other  our   Company  to  seize  ^ 
subjects  which  shall  sail   into  Hudson's  Bay,  or  inhabit  in  any  of  the  countries,  islands  or  su]{^°(,ts"vho(with-* 
territories  hereby  granted  to  the  said  Governor, and  Company,  without  their  leave  and  license  ^ut  leave  of  the 
in  that  behalf  first  had  and  obtained,  or  that  shall  contemn  or  disobey  their  orders,  and  send   Company)irade  in 
.them    to    England  ;    and    that  all  and  every  person  or  persons,   being  our  subjects,  any  their  territory,  and 
ways  employed  by  the  said    Governor   and   Company,    within  any  the  parts,  places  and  ^gn^land.     '"^  ** 
:limits  aforesaid,  shall  be  liable  unto  and  suffer  such  punishment  for  any  offences  by  them        ° 
committed  in  the  parts  aforesaid,  as  the  President,  and  Council  for  the  said  Governor  and 
Company  there  shall  think  fit,  and  ti)e  merit  of  the  ofience  shall  require,  as  aforesaid  ;  and 
in  case  any  person  or  persons  being  convicted  and  sentenced  by  the  President  and  Council 
■of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  in  the  countries,  lands  pr  limits  aforesaid,  their  factors 
0.24— Sess.  2.  3^3  or 
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The  Governor  and 
Company  may 
authorise  their 
Presidents,  Agents, 
and  others  to  ad- 
minister oaths  in 
certain  cases. 


All  Admirals  and 
others  his  Majesty's 
officers  and  sub- 
jects, to  be  aiding 
and  assisting  in  the 
execution  of  the 
powers,  &c.  granted 
by  this  Charter, 


or  agents  there,  for  any  offence  by  tlie;n  done,  shall  appeal  from  the  same,  that  then  and  in 
such  (.-ase  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  ~aid  President  and  Council,  factors  or 
agents,  to  seize  upon  him  or  them,  and  to  carry  him  or  them  home  prisoners  into  England, 
to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  there  to  receive  such  condign  punishment  as  his  cause 
sliall  require,  and  the  law  of  this  nation  allow  of;  and  for  the  better  discovery  of  abuses  and 
injuries  to  be  done  unto  tlie  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  their  successors,  by  any 
servant  by  tliem  to  be  employed  in  the  said  voyages  and  plantations,  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  respective  President,  Chief 
Agent  or  Governor  in  the  parts  aforesaid,  to  examine  upon  oath  all  factors,  masters,  pursers, 
supercargoes,  commanders  of  castles,  forts,  fortifications,  plantations  or  colonies,  or  other 
persons,  touching  or  concerning  any  msitter  or  thing  in  which  by  law  or  usage  an  oath  may 
be  administered,  so  as  the  said  oath,  and  the  matter  therein  contained,  be  not  repugnant,  but 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this  realm  :  And  we  do  hereby  straitly  charge  and  command  all 
and  singular  our  Admirals,  Vice-Admirals,  Justices,  Mayors,  Sheriffs,  Constables,  Bailiffs, 
and  all  and  singular  other  our  ofhcers,  ministers,  liege  men  and  subjects  whatsoever,  to 
be  aiding,  favouring,  helping  and  assisting  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  to 
their  successors,  and  to  their  deputies,  officers,  factors,  servants,  assigns  and  ministers, 
and  every  of  them,  in  executing  and  enjoying  the  premises,  as  well  on  land  as  on  sea, 
from  time  to  lime,  when  any  of  you  shall  thereunto  be  required  ;  any  Statute,  act, 
ordinance,  proviso,  proclamation  or  resuaint  heretofore  had,  made,  set  forth,  ordained 
or  provided,  or  any  other  matter,  cause  or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  in  anywise 
notwithstanding.  In  Witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  Leiters  to  be  made 
Patent.  Witnjcss  oursulf  at  Westminster,  the  second  day  of  May,  in  the  two-and- 
twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal. 

Pigott. 


Enclosure  (B.) 

CfiowN  Ghant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  of  the  exclusive  Trade  with  the  Indians  in 
certain  parts  of  North  America,  for  a  further  term  of  Twenty-one  Years,  and  upon  the 
Surrender  of  a  former  Grant. 

Victoria  R. 

(l.  s.)  Victoria,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland  Queen,  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  greeting  : 
Enclosure  (B.)  Whereas,  by  an  Act  passed  in  the  Session  of  Parliament  holden  in  the  first  and  second 

year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty  King  George  the  Fourth,  intituled,  "  An  Act  for  regu- 
lating the  Fur  Trade,  and  establishing  a  Criminal  and  Civil  Jurisdiction  within  certain  parts 
of  North  America."  it  was  amongst  other  things  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of 
the  said  Act,  it  should  b;i  lawful  lor  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors, to  make  Grants, 
or  give  his  or  their  Royal  License,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  of  his  or  their  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  to  any  body  corporate  or  company,  or  person  or  persons,  of  or  for  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  trading  witli  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North  America  as  should 
be  specified  in  any  such  Grants  or  Licenses  respectively,  not  being  part  of  the  lands  and 
territories  theretofore  granted  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England 
trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  not  being  part  of  any  of  our  Provinces  in  North  America,  or 
of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  all  such  Grants 
and  Licenses  should  be  good,  valid  and  effectual  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  all  such  bod  ies 
corporate,  or  companion;,  or  persons,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians 
ill  all  such  parts  of  Nortli  America  (e.xcept  as  thereinafter  excepted)  as  should  be  specified 
in  such  Grants  or  Licenses,  any  thing  contained  in  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  any 
law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  it  was  f.irther  enacted,  that  no  such  Giuiit  or 
License  made  or  given  by  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  or  successors,  ot  any  such  exclusive 
privileges  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  such  parts  of  North  America  as  aforesaid,  should 
be  made  or  given  for  any  longer  period  than  21'  years,  and  that  no  rent  should  be  required 
or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  of  any  such  Grant  or  License,  or  any  privileges  ;j,iven  thereby 
under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  for  the  first  period  of  21  years;  and  it  was  further 
enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
Adventurers  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  every  body  corporate  and  company  and  person 
to  whom  any  such  Grant  or  License  should  be  made  or  given  as  aforesaid,  should  respec- 
tively keep  accurate  registers  of  all  persons  in  their  employ  in  any  parts  of  North  America, 
and  should  once  in  each  year  return  to  the  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  accurate  dupli- 
cates of  such  registers,  and  should  also  enter  into  such  security  as  should  be  required  for 
the  due  execution  of  all  processes  criminal  and  civii,  as  well  wiihin  th«  territories 
included  within  any  S!:ch  Gram,  as  within  those  granted  by  Charter  to  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  for  the  producing  or 
delivering  into  safe  custody,  for  the  purpose  of  trial,  all  persons  m  their  employ  or  acting 
undf^r  their  authority,  who  should  be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence,  and  also  for  the  due 
and  faithful  observanro  of  all  such  rules,  regulations  and  stipulations  as  should  be  contained 
in  any  such  Grant  or  License,  either  for  gradually  diminishing  and  ultimately  preventing  the 
sale  or  distribution   of  sjiirituous  liquors   to  the  Indians,  or  for  promoting  their  moral  and 

religious 
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religious  improvement,  or  for  any  other  object  which  might  be  deemed  necessary  for  the    Appendix,  No.  11. 

remedy  or  prevention  of  any  other  evils  which    had  hitherto    been  found  10  exist :  And  — — 

whereas  it  was  in  the  said  Act  recited,  that  by  a  convention  entered  into  between  his  said 

late  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  it  was  stipulated  and  agreed,  that  every 

country  on  the  North-west  coasts  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the   Stony  Mountains 

should  be  free  and  open  to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers  for  the  term  often 

years  from  the  date  of  the  signature  of  that  convention ;  and  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that 

nothing  in  the  said  Act  contained  should  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise  any  body 

corporate,  company  or  person  to  whom  his  said  Majesty  minht,  under  llie  provisions  of 

the  said  Act,  make  or  grant  or  give  a  License  of  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  such 

parts  of  North  America  as  aforesaid,  to  claim  or  exercise  any  such  exclusive  trade  within 

the  limits  specified  in  the  said  article,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  said 

United  States  of  America  who  might  be  engaged  in  the  said  trade ;  with  a  proviso,  that  no 

British  subject  should  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such  lim.its  without  such  Grant  or 

License  as  was  by  the  said  Act  required  : 

And  whereas  by  an  instrument  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Right  honourable  Earl 
Bathurst,  then  one  of  his  said  late  Majesty's  Secretaries  of  State,  and  dated  the  6lh  day  of 
December  1821,  afler  reciting  therein,  as  or  to  the  effect  aforesaid,  and  also  reciting  that 
the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and 
certain  associations  of  persons  trading  under  the  name  of  "The  North-west  Company  of 
Montreal,"  had  respectively  extended  the  fur  trade  over  many  parts  of  North  America 
which  had  not  been  before  explored,  and  that,  the  competition  in  the  said  trade  had  been 
found,  for  some  years  then  past,  to  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience  and  loss,  not  only 
to  the  said  Company  and  Associations,  but  to  the  said  tiade  in  general,  and  also  of  great 
Injury  to  the  native  Indians  and  of  other  persons  his  said  Majesty's  subjects;  and  that  the 
said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay ;  and  William 
M'Gillivray  of  Montreal,  in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  esquire;  Simon  M'Giilivray,  of 
Suffolk-lane,  in  the  city  of  London,  merchant;  and  Edward  Ellice,  of  Spring-gardens,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  esquire ;  had  represented  to  his  said  Majesty  that  they  had  entered 
into  an  agreement,  on  the  26th  day  of  iVlarch  last,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  said  competition, 
and  carrying  on  the  said  trade  for  21  years,  commencing  with  the  outfit  of  1821,  and 
ending  with  the  returns  of  the  outfit  of  1841,  to  be  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  said 
Governor  and  Company  exclusively,  and  that  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William 
M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice  had  humbly  besought  his  said  late 
Majesty  to  make  a  Grant  and  give  his  Royal  License  to  them  jointly  of  and  for  the  exclusiv& 
privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  North  America,  under  the  restrictions  and  upon  the 
terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the  said  recited  Act :  his  said  late  Majesty,  being  desirous 
of  encouraging  the  said  trade,  and  remedyin?  the  evils  v\'hich  had  arisen  from  the  competi- 
tion which  had  theretofore  existed  therein,  did  give  and  giant  his  Royal  License,  under  the 
hand  and  seal  of  one  of  his  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  for  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North  America  to  the  northward 
and  to  the  westward  of  the  s;iid  lands  and  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  as  should  not  form  part  of  any  of  his  said  Majesty's  Provinces  in  North  America, 
or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to  the  said  United  States  of  America,  or  to  any 
European  Government,  state  or  power;  and  his  said  late  Majesty  did  also  give  and  grant 
and  secure  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray 
and  Edward  Ellice,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege,  for  the  full  period  of  21  years  from 
the  date  of  that  Grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North  Ameiiia  as 
aforesaid  (except  as  thereinafter  excepted),  and  did  thereby  declare  that  no  rent  should  be 
required  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  of  that  Grant  and  License,  or  any  privileges  given 
thereby  for  the  said  period  of  21  years,  but  that  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adven- 
turers trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  the  said  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and 
Edward  Ellice,  should,  during  the  period  of  that  Grant  and  License,  keep  accurate  registers 
of  all  persons  in  then-  employ  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  and  should  once  in  each 
year  return  to  his  said  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  accurate  duplicates  of  such  registers, 
and  enter  into  and  give  security  to  his  said  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  penal 
sum  of  5,000  I,  for  ensuring,  as  far  as  in  them  might  lay,  or  as  they  could  by  their  authority 
over  the  servants  and  persons  in  their  employ,  the  due  execution  of  all  ciiminal  processes, 
and  of  every  civil  process  in  any  suit  where  the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  200  /.,  by  the 
officers  and  persons  legally  empowered  to  execute  such  processes  within  all  the  teiritories 
included  in  that  Grant,  and  for  the  producing  or  deliveiing  into  custody  for  purposes  of 
trial  all  persons  in  their  employ  or  acting  under  their  authority  within  the  said  territories, 
who  should  be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence  ;  and  his  said  Majesty  did  thereby  require 
that  the  said  Governor  a nc'  Company,  and  William  i\j'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and 
Edward  Ellice,  should,  as  pon  as  the  same  could  be  conveniently  done,  make  and  submit 
for  his  said  Majesty's  consideration  and  approval,  such  rales  and  regulations  for  the 
management  and  carrying  on  of  the  said  fur  tiade  with  the  Indians,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  persons  employed  by  them  therein,  as  might  appear  to  his  said  Majesty  to  he  effectual 
for  diminishing  or  preventing  the  sale  or  distribution  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians, 
and  for  promoting  their  moral  and  rehgious  improvement;  and  his  said  Majesty  did 
thereby  declare,  that  nothing  in  that  Grant  contained  should  be  deemed  or  construed 
to  authorize  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  Willia-ii  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gil- 
livray and  Edward  Ellice,  or  any  persons  ni  their  employ,  to  clain;  or  exercise  any 
trade  with  the  Indians  on  the  North-west  coast  (i  A menca  to  the  westward  o(  the  Stony 
0.24— Sess.  2.  3  F  4  Mountains, 
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'  who  mioht  be  enjiaged  in  the  said  trade;  and  providing  also  by  the  now  reciting  Grant,  tliat 

no  British  subjects  other  than  and  except  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  the  said 
William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  iind  Edwai'd  ElHce,  and  the  persons  authorized 
to  carry  on  exclusive  trade  by  them  on  Grant,  sliimld  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such 
limits  dm-ing  the  period  of  that  Grant : 

And  whereas  the  said  Governor  and  Company  have  acquired  to  themselves  all  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  said  Wilham  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  under 
the  said  recited  Grant,  and  the  said  Governor  and  Company  having  humbly  besought  us  to 
accept  a  surrender  of  the  said  Grant,  and  in  consideration  thereof  to  make  a  Grant  to  them, 
and  give  to  them  our  Royal  License  and  authority  of  and  for  the  like  exclusive  privilege  of 
trading  with  the  Indians  in  North  America,  for  the  like  period  and  upon  similar  terms  and 
conditions  to  those  specified  and  referred  to  in  the  said  recited  Grant ;  Now  know  ye,  That 
in  consideration  of  the  surrender  made  to  us  of  the  said  recited  Grant,  and  being  desirous  of 
encouraging  the  said  trade,  and  of  preventing  as  much  as  possible  a  recurrence  of  the  evils 
mentioned  or  referred  to  in  the  said  recited  Grant;  as  also  in  consideration  of  the  yearly  rent 
hereinafter  reserved  to  us,  We  do  hereby  grant  and  give  our  License,  under  the  hand  and  seal 
of  one  of  our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their 
successors,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  wiih  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North 
America,  to  the  northward  and  to  the  westward  of  the  lands  and  territories  belongintj  to 
the  United  States  of  America,  as  shall  not  form  part  of  any  of  our  provinces  in  North 
America,  or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to  the  said  United  States  of  America,  or  to 
,  any  European  government,   state  or  power,  but  subject  nevertheless  as  hereinafter  men- 

tioned :  And  we  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant  and  secure  to  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  and  their  successors,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege,  for  the  full  period  of  21 
years  from  the  date  of  this  our  Grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North 
America  as  aforesaid  (except  as  hereinafter  mentioned) :  And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  no 
rent  shall  be  required  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  of  this  our  Grant  and  License,  or  any 
privileges  given  thereby,  for  the  first  four  years  of  the  said  term  of  21  years ;  and  we  do 
hereby  reserve  to  ourselves,  our  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  term  of 
21  years,  the  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  5s.  to  be  paid  by  the  said  Governor  and  Companj"^,  or 
their  successors,  on  the  first  day  of  June  in  every  year,  into  our  Exchequer,  on  the  account 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors  ;  and  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  their  successors,  shall,  during  the  period  of  this  our  Grant  and  License,  keeo 
accurate  registers  of  all  persons  in  their  employ  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  and  shall  once 
in  each  year  return  to  our  Secretary  of  State  accurate  duplicates  of  such  registers;  and  shall 
also  enter  into  and  give  security  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  penal  sum  of  5,000/., 
for  ensuring,  as  far  as  in  them  may  lie,  or  as  they  can  by  their  authority  over  the  servants 
and  persons  in  their  employ,  the  due  execution  of  all  criminal  and  civil  processes  by  the 
officers  and  persons  legally  empowered  to  execuie  such  processes  within  all  the  territories 
included  in  this  our  Grant,  and  for  the  producing  or  delivering  into  custody  for  the  pui'poses 
of  trial  all  persons  in  their  employ  or  acting  under  their  auihoritv  within  the  said  territories 
who  shall  be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence  :  And  we  do  also  hereby  require,  that  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successois,  shall,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  con- 
veniently done,  make  and  submit  for  our  consideration  and  approval  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  management  and  carrying  on  the  said  fur  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  persons  employed  by  them  therein,  as  may  appear  to  us  to  be  effectual  for 
diminishing  or  preventing  the  sale  or  distribution  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  r.nd  for 
promoting  their  moral  and  religious  improvement :  But  we  do  hereby  declaie,  that  nothino- 
in  this  our  Grant  contained  shall  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorize  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  or  their  successors,  or  any  persons  in  their  employ,  to  claim  or  exercise  any  trade 
with  the  Indians  on  the  North-west  coast  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Siony  Moun- 
tains, to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  of  the  subjects  of-  any  foreign  states,  who,  under 
or  by  force  of  any  convention  for  the  time  being  between  us  and  such  foreion  states 
respectively,  may  be  entitled  to  and  shall  be  engaged  in  the  said  tr&de :  Provided  never- 
theless, and  we  do  hereby  declare  our  pleasure  to  be,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
extend  or  be  construed  to  prevent  the  establishment  by  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  within 
the  territories  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  colony  or  colonies,  provii;ce  or  provinces. 
or  for  annexing  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  territories  to  any  existing  colony  or  colonies 
to  us,  in  riglit  of  our  Imperial  Crown,  belonging,  or  for  constituting  any  such  form  of 
civil  government  as  to  us  may  seem  meet,  within  any  such  colony  or  colonies,  province 
or  provinces : 

And  we  do  hereby  reserve  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  full  power  and  authoiity  to 
revoke  these  presents,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  so  far  as  the  same  may  embrace  or  extend  to 
any  of  the  territories  aforesaid,  which  may  hereafter  be  comprised  within  any  colony  or 
colonies,  province  or  provinces  as  aforesaid :  ^ 

It  being  nevertheless  hereby  declared,  that  no  British  subjects  other  thnn  and  except  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  and  the  persons  authorized  to  cany  on 
exclusive  trade  by  them,  shall  trade  with  the  Indians  during  the  period  of  this  our  Grant 
within  the  limits  aforesaid,  or  within  that  part  thereof  which  shall  not  be  comprised  within 
any  such  colony  or  province  as  aforesaid. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Buckingham  Palace,  30th  day  of  May  1838. 

By  Her  Majesty's  command. 

(l- s.)  (signed)         Gleitelg. 
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Coi^Y  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

My  Lord,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  London,  10  February  1837.  N"-  1- 

The  peace,  order  and  tranquillity  which  have  so  successfully  been  maintained  by, the  Govern^r^f  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Comiiany,  during  the  last  15  years,  throuuhout  their  extensive  territories  and   Hudson's  Bay 
the  adjoining  Indian  countries,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c.  66,  have   Company  to 
hitherto  made  it  unnecessary  to  trouble  your  Lordship,  or  the  department  over  whicli  you   I^ord  Glenelg, 
preside,  with  any  applications  or  representations  relating  to  the  country.  ^^  I'ebruary  1837. 

The  ai'j.roaching  termination,  however,  of  the  grant  of  exclusive  trade  to  the  Company 
within  their  limit  and  the  other  fur  trading  districts  (15  years  of  a  term  of  21  having  already 
expired),  and  other  circun  stances  and  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the  situation  of  these 
countries,  make  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  whole  case  under  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's 
Gc)vernment,  in  order  that  their  opinion  may  be  ascertained  with  regard  to  the  renc  wal  of  the 
grant,  and  the  further  measures  that  have  already  become  necessary  for  the  administration  of 
justice,  the  police  and  government  of  the  increasing  population  and  establishments  of  this 
extensive  part  of  his  Majesty's  dominions. 

Your  Lordship  is  awsixe  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  incorporated  under  Charter 
of  his  Majesty  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  year  1670;  and  that  that  Charter  conveyed  to 
them  the  sole  trade  and  commerce,  together  with  the  lands  and  territories  upon  the  countries, 
coasts,  &c.,  that  were  not  actually  pos^essed  by  or  granted  to  any  British  subjects,  or  pos- 
sesired  by  the  subjects  of  any  other  Christian  Prince  or  State,  to  be  reckoned  and  reputed  as 
one  of  the  British  plantations  or  colonies  in  America  called  "  Rupert's  Land." 

One  of  tl.e  principal  objects  in  the  incorporation  of  this  Company  was  the  fur  trade  with 
the  Indians  inhabiting  the  territories  ceded  to  them.  For  many  years  prior  to  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  French  subjects  had  penetrated  by  ihe  St,  Lawrence  to  the  frontiers  of  Rupert's 
Land  ;  but  no  compeiition  had  occurred  between  the  traders  of  the  two  countries  within  the 
territories  of  the  Pludsou's  Bay  Company  previous  to  the  cession  of  Canada  to  Great 
Britain. 

Subsequent  to  that  period,  the  greater  capital  and  activity  of  British  subjects  led  to  a 
competition,  first  on  the  frontier  parts,  then  in  the  interior,  and  at  last  to  the  formation  of  a 
Company,  combining  all  the  individuals  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  trade,  to  the  countries 
bordering  on  and  west  of  Lake  Superior,  under  the  firm  of  the  North-west  Comi)any  of 
Montreal. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  more  of  the  eager  competition  into  which  this  association  entered 
with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  the  trade  of  the  Indian  districts,  or  of  the  scenes  of 
demoralization  and  destruction  of  life  and  propertj-  to  which  it  led,  than  to  refer  your  Lord- 
ship to  the  ample  details  on  this  revolting  subject  in  the  Colonial  Department;  to  the  agree- 
ments at  last  entered  into  between  the  rival  companies  to  put  an  end  to  them  by  the  union 
of  their  interests  in  1821 ;  and  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  same  year  to  give 
effect  to  that  union,  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  recurrence  of  competition,  by  enabling 
the  Crown  to  grant  to  the  parties  interested  a  License  for  the  exclusive  trade,  the  only  means 
of  restraining  violence  and  crime,  and  of  maintaining  order  under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  country  and  the  case. 

The  several  parties  to  whom  the  license  was  granted  made  an  absolute  surrender  of  their 
interests  in  it,  in  pursuance  of  further  arrangements  between  them,  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  in  1824. 

Encouraged  by  the  protection  given  to  them  by  this  license,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
have  gradually  extended  their  establishments  and  trade,  and  taken  the  further  measures  for 
the  improvement  and  civilization  of  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  which  I  shall  have  the 
honour  of  detailing  for  your  Lordship's  information.  The  result  of  these  measures,  a:id  the 
growth  and  increasing  population  of  the  settlements  in  the  interior,  bring  yearly  additional 
demands  on  the  reaoyrces  of  the  Company  for  the  means  of  protection  and  administration. 
These  demands  will  still  further  increase  in  future  years ;  and  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary 
either  that  an  arrangement  should  be  soon  made  for  the  extension  of  the  License  to  the  Com- 
pany, or  that  some  other  means  should  be  taken  for  the  expenditure  and  government  of 
these  establishments,  in  anticipation  of  the  expiration  of  the  present  term,  if  a  different 
policy  shall  appear  advisable  to  his  Majesty's  Government. 

Before  the  union  of  the  rival  Companies  in  1821,  the  trade  on  the  north-west  coast  of 
America,  from  the  Mexican  frontiers  to  Behring's  Straits,  was  nearly  or  wholly  enjoyed  by 
American  and  Russian  subjects.  Some  efforts  had  been  made,  at  enormous  costs  and  sacri- 
fices by  the  North  west  Company,  to  compete  with  the  Americans,  the  history  of  which  is 
recorded  in  a  popular  work  lately  published  by  Mr.  Washington  Irving,  under  the  title  of 
"  Astoria ;"  but  these  efforts  were  both  costly  and  unsuccessful,  and  the  North-west  Com- 
pany were  oa  the  point  of  being  compelled  to  abandon  the  trade. 

The  Russian  establishment  at  Norfolk  Sound,  and  at  other  places  on  the  coast,  even  so 
far  south  as  the  coast  of  California,  and  the  American  expedition  subsequent  to  the  peace 
from  Boston,  New  York,  and  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  had  obtained  a  monopoly  of 
the  coast  trade. 

In  the  face  of  these  disadvantages,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  felt  it  their  duty  to 

attempt  to  regain  the  trade,  and  to  re-establish  British  influence  in  the  countries  adjoining 

the  roast,  and  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Columbia,  within  the  limits  of  the  last  contention 

entered  into  with  the  court  of  Russia ;  and  they  have  succeeded,  after  a  severe  and  expen- 
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Appendix,  No.  ii.  sive  competition,  in  establishing  their  settlements,  and  obtaining  a  decided  superiority,  if 

not  an  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  trade,  the  Americans  having  almost  withdraw^n  from  the 

coast. 

Ill  the  course  of  the  last  year  they  had  occasion  to  appeal  to  his  Majesty's  Government 
for  protection  and  indemnity  for  a  serious  act  of  aggression  and  violence  on  the  part  of  an 
armed  Russian  force  on  the  coast,  which  impeded  their  operations,  and  occasioned  them  a 
loss  to  tlie  extent  of  upwards  of  20,000  /.  The  Russian  Government  has  hitherto  only  con- 
sented to  disavow  the  act  of  its  officer,  and  to  give  instructions  prohibiting  further  obstruc- 
tion to  the  ex])editions  of  the  Company  within  the  trading  limits  agreed  upon  in  the  con- 
vention ;  and  the  t'ornpany  now  wait  with  the  firmest  reliance  on  the  further  efforts  of  the 
Government  for  an  indemnity  for  their  great  loss. 

Beyond  the  difficulties  arising  from  an  active  competition  with  the  Americans,  and  the 
violent  and  oppressive  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  Russians,  the  Company  have  had  to 
conten>l  with  other  serious  obstucles,  both  on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior,  from  a  savage 
and  formidable  native  population,  whose  habits  of  intoxication  and  other  vices,  encouraged 
by  the  competition,  have  been  to  a  great  degree  restrained  by  the  temperate  and  vigorous 
conduct  of  their  traders. 

Great  loss  of  property,  and  in  some  cases  loss  of  life,  have  been  incurred  by  savage  and 
murderous  attacks  on  their  hunting-parties  and  establishments,  and  order  has  only  been 
restored  and  peace  maintained  by  the  employment,  at  a  great  expense,  of  considerable 
force,  and  by  the  exercise,  on  the  part  of  their  servaiits,  of  the  utmost  temper,  patience  and 
perseverance. 

The  Company  now  occupy  the  country  between  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific  by 
six  permanent  establishments  on  the  coasts,  sixteen  in  the  interior  coimtry,  besides  several 
migratory  and  hunting  parties,  and  they  maintain  a  marine  of  six  armed  vessels,  one  of  them 
a  steam-vessel,  on  the  coast. 

Their  principal  establishment  and  depot  for  the  trade  of  the  coast  and  the  interior  is 
situated  90  miles  from  the  Pacific,  on  the  northern  banks  of  the  Columbia  River,  and  called 
Vancouver,  in  honour  of  that  celebrated  navigator.  In  the  neighbourhood  thev  have  large 
pasture  and  grain  farms,  affording  most  abundantly  every  species  of  agricultural  produce, 
and  maintaining  large  herds  of  stock  of  every  description ;  these  have  been  gradually 
estublished ;  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Company  still  further,  not  only  to  augment  and 
increase  them,  to  establish  an  export  trade  in  wool,  tallow,  hides  and  other  agricultural  pro- 
duce, but  to  encourage  the  settlement  of  their  retired  servants  and  other  emigrants  under 
their  protection. 

The  soil,  climate  and  other  circumstances  of  the  country  are  as  much  if  not  more  adapted 
to  agricultural  pursuits  than  any  other  spot  in  America,  and  with  care  and  protection  the 
British  dominion  may  not  only  be  preserved  in  this  country,  which  it  has  been  so  much 
the  wish  of  Russia  and  America  to  occupy  to  the  exclusion  of  British  subjects,  but  British 
interest  and  British  influence  may  be  maintained  as  paramount  in  this  interesting  part  of  the 
coast  of  the  Pacific. 

Great  exertions  have  also  been  made,  and  much  expense  incurred  by  the  Company  in 
exploring  and  taking  possession  of  the  interior  country  between  the  Russian  maritime  limits 
and  the  Frozen  Ocean,  although  little  has  yet  been  done  in  forming  permanent  establish- 
ments, in  consequence  of  the  obstruction  of  the  late  expedition  by  the  Russians;  they  also, 
at  considerable  cost,  and  some  inconvenience,  have  not  only  afforded  every  assistance  to  the 
expeditions  fitted  out  by  Government  for  exploring  the  coast  of  the  Polar  Sea,  but  in  the 
last  season  the  Council  in  the  interior,  under  (he  sanction  of,  and  by  the  advice  of  the  Board 
over  which  I  preside,  to  anticipate  the  intentions  of  Russia  and  the  United  States,  have 
undertaken  to  fit  out  an  expedition,  composed  of  their  own  officers  and  servants,  at  the  sole 
expense  of  the  Company,  to  complete  the  surveys  left  unfinished  by  Sir  John  Franklin, 
Capti'.in  Beechey  and  Captain  Back. 

The  Company  entertain  the  most  sanguine  expectations  that  the  result  of  this  expedition 
will  be  the  complete  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  Polar  Sea  not  hitherto  visited  by  European 
navigators,  and  that  they  will  secure  for  England  the  reputation  of  having  effected  this  work, 
and  the  other  advantages  anticipated  from  previous  expeditions  undertaken  at  such  expense 
and  risk  of  life  to  the  nation. 

With  a  view  to  the  formation  of  a  large  agricultural  settlement  within  the  Company's 
territories,  named  in  their  Charter  "  Rupert's  Land,"  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  made  a 
grant  to  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk,  in  the  year  1811,  of  a  tract  of  country  on  the  banks  of  tlie 
Red  and  Assiniboin  Ri\  ers,  in  about  50°  uorth  lat.  and  97"  west  long.,  where  the  soil  and 
climate  are  favourabletocultivation,  it  being  intended  that  this  settlement  should  be  peopled 
by  emigrants  from  Britain,  and  that  native  Indians  should  be  drawn  thither  from  all  parts  of 
their  territory,  with  a  view  to  their  civilization  and  moral  and  religious  improvement;  and 
with  the  object  of  establishing,  in  time,  a  valuable  export  trade  from  thence  to  the  mother 
country  in  wool,  flax,  tallow,  and  other  agricultural  produce. 

Under  that  arrangement  his  Lordship,  at  a  very  heavy  expense,  conveyed  several  hundred 
families  from  Europe  to  that  settlement;  but  the  evils" atteixdant  on  the  competition  in  the 
fur  trade  extending  to  this  settlement,  occasioned  serious  breathes  of  the  peace,  much  loss 
of  life,  and  the  breaking  up  or  abandonment  of  the  settlement  by  the  whites  on  two  different 
occasions, 

111  order  to  remedy  certain  inconveniences  that  were  found  to  exist  from  a  divided  interest 
and  management  in  the  country,  an  arrangement  was  lately  entered  into  with  the  present 
Earl  of  Selkirk,  by  which  the  district  of  country  that  had  been  granted  to  the  late  Earl  has 
reverted  to  the  Company,  under  whose  management  that  infant  colony  is  now  conducted  • 

and. 
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in  North  America,  it  will  be  seen  that  Red  River  settlement  has  advanced  rapidly  in  popu-  

lation  and  improvement  since  1821,  the  population  being  now  about  2,000  whites,  and  3,000 
Indians  and  half-breeds,  who  are  no  longer  occupied  in  the  chase,  but  maintain  themselves 
by  agriculture :  and  there  is  a  prospect  that  at  no  very  distant  period  a  considerable  export 
trade  in  the  articles  of  wool,  flax,  &c.,  will  be  established  from  that  settlement. 

The  right  of  jurisdiction  within  Rupert's  Land  was  granted,  together  with  that  territory, 
by  the  Royal  Charter  to  the  Governor  and  Company,  through  their  local  governors  and  chief 
factors ;  and  hitherto,  whilst  there  has  been  no  competition  between  the  rival  traders,  under 
the  protective  powers  of  the  Act,  has  been  found  sufficient  to  maintain  peace  and  tranquillity 
In  the  settlement  at  Red  River ;  but  the  population  located  there  already  amounts  to  5,000 
souls,  of  a  mixed  character  and  degree  of  civilization,  and  is  increasing  so  rapidly  that  it 
will  soon  be  necessary  to  have  the  assistance  of  a  person  of  competent  legal  knowledge  as 
Recorder,  with  other  requisite  officers,  so  as  to  form  a  more  regular  court  of  justice.  It 
will  also  be  necessary  to  provide  a  sufficient  military  or  police  force  to  support  the  civil 
power. 

This  rising  community,  if  well  governed,  may  be  found  useful  at  some  future  period,  in 
the  event  of  difficulties  occurring  between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
who  have  several  military  posts,  say  those  of  the  Sault  St.  Mary's,  Praire  du  Chiens,  and 
the  River  St.  Peter's,  established  on  their  Indian  frontiers,  along  the  line  of  boundary  with 
British  North  Aiiierica. 

By  the  report  of  Mr.  Simpson,  your  Lordship  will  likewise  see  what  has  been  done  up  to 
the  present  time,  in  reference  to  the  native  population,  in  accordance  with  the  benevolent 
provisions  contained  in  the  license  of  exclusive  trade,  under  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany conduct  that  part  of  their  business,  situated  beyond  the  limits  of  the  territories  they 
hold  under  their  Charter  ;  as  without  that  license  they  could  not  have  sufficiently  protected 
even  their  own  territory  from  the  evils  of  opposition,  to  have  justified  or  enabled  them  to 
carry  into  effect  the  various  measures  described  in  Mr.  Simpson's  report,  in  regard  to  the 
civilization  and  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  natives. 

By  that  report  it  will  moreover  be  seen  that  the  animosities  and  feuds  which  kept  the 
Indian  country  in  a  state  of  continued  disturbance,  extending  to  the  loss  of  lives  and  to  the 
destruction  of  property,  have,  since  1821,  entirely  ceased;  that  the  sale  or  distribution  of 
spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians  has,  in  most  parts  of  the  country,  been  entirely  discon- 
tinued, and  in  all  other  parts  so  much  reduced  as  to  be  no  longer  an  evil ;  and  that  the 
moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the  native  population  has  been  greatly  promoted. 

And  from  what  I  have  had  the  honour  of  bringing  under  your  Lordship's  notice  in  this 
communication,  it  will  be  seen  what  the  Company  has  done  in  reference  to  the  extension  of 
the  British  trade  on  the  north-west  coast,  and  the  exertions  they  are  making  in  the  causes 
of  discovery  and  science. 

Also  the  views  of  the  Company  in  regard  to  the  establishing  valuable  branches  of 
trade  from  the  country  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  which  they  occupy  under 
the  exclusive  license  in  question,  as  well  as  from  the  Red  River  settlement  formed  within 
their  own  territories. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  much  has  already  been  done  by  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  resulting  from  the  privileges  they  enjoy ;  but  that  much  more,  involving  great 
outlay  ot  money,  and  heavy  responsibility,  will  soon  be  required  to  be  done,  in  order  to 
complete  the  operations  they  have  in  hand,  and  to  give  effect  to  the  measures  they  have  in 
contemplation,  which  may  hereafter  becc.me  important  to  Great  Britain  in  a  national  point 
of  view  ;  and  that  without  the  extension  of  the  term  of  the  license  the  Company  now  hold, 
they  could  not  feel  justified,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  numerous  parties  con- 
nected with  the  business,  in  foUo-ving  up  several  of  the  extensive  and  expensive  arrange- 
ments before  mentioned,  which  are  now  in  progress. 

1  have  therefore,  to  request  that  your  Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  bring  the  subject  of 
this  communication  under  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers ;  and  as  there  are 
several  important  points  connected  with  this  subject  that  cannot  so  well  be  explained  in  an 
official  despatch  as  by  personal  communication,  that  your  Lordship  will  be  further  pleased 
to  honour  me  with  an  audience  as  early  as  convenient,  at  which  Mr.  Simpson,  who  is  now 
preparing  for  his  departure  to  Hudson's  Bay  via  Canada,  may  attend. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  H.  Pelly,  Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  1. 

CoPT  of  a  Lettek  from  George  Simpson,  Esq.,  to  J.  H.  Pelly,  Esq. 

Sir,  London,  1  February  1837.  Y.r^c\.  in  No.  i. 

In  obedience  to  your  commands  that  I  should  report  on  the  state  of  the  Indian  country 
and  trade,  both  previous  to  the  year  1821  (when  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed,  under 
which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  has,  since  that  time,  by  virtue  of  exclusive  license, 
conducted  the  fur  trade)  and  subsequently  to  that  period,  I  now  do  myself  the  honour 
of  laying  before  you  a  brief  outline  of  the  then  and  the  present  state  of  the  fur  trade. 
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A'lnendix,  No.  1 1 .       The  Indian  country,  wliich  previous  to  the  passing  and  granting  of  that  Act  and  License, 

was  a  scene  of  violence  and  outrage,  productive  of  injury  to  the  native  population,  and  of 

the  worst  consequences,  amounting  in  very  many  instances  to  the  loss  of  life  among  the 
whites  actively  engaged  therein,  and  to  a  vast  sacrifice  of  property  to  the  parties  interested, 
all  ari.-^ing  from  the  violent  competition  that  existed  among  the  traders,  I  have  the 
satisfiiction  to  say,  has,  ever  since  that  period,  been  in  a, state  of  the  most  perfect  tran- 
quillity, beneficial  as  well  to  the  Indian  population  as  to  the  parties  interested  and  engaged 
in  the  trade. 

Previous  to  th;it  period,  an  unrestricted  supply  of  spirituous  liquor,  then  an  important 
article  of  trade,  led  to  the  commission  ol  crimes,  to  the  injury  of  health,  and  to  a  state 
of  demoralization  among  the  native  population  truly  lamentable  The  measures  since 
taken  by  the  Council  in  the  country,  under  the  Instructions  of  the  Board  of  Direcion 
in  England,  to  remedy  those  evils  have  been  attended  with  the  happiest  results; 
drunkenness  is  now  of  very  rare  occurrence  in  any  part  of  the  country,  riml  quite 
unknown  throughout  the  extended  district  situated  to  the  northward  of  the  Suskatchewaine 
and  Churchill  Rivers,  occupied  by  the  Chipewyan,  Beaver  Indian,  Cree,  Yellow  Knife, 
Hare,  Dog  Rib,  and  other  tribes  throughout  the  numerously  inhabited  and  widely  extended 
plain  country  to  the  southward  of  Suskatchewaine  ;  in  the  country  situated  between  the 
Rocky  Mountains  and  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  watered  by  the  Columbia  River  and  its 
tributaries ;  in  the  country  known  by  the  name  of  New  Caledonia,  situated  inland,  to  the 
northward  of  the  Columbia  River ;  and  among  the  Chippewa  tribes  on  the  shores  and 
interior  ooimtry  of  Lakes  Superior  and  Huron;  the  introduction  and  use  of  spirituous  and 
other  intoxicating  liquors  having  been  strictly  prohibited,  except  in  very  rare  cases  for 
medicinal  purposes. 

The  first  introduction  of  this  measure  was  so  unpopular  among  the  natives  as  to  endanger 
the  safety  of  the  trading  establishments,  rendering  it  necessary  to  maintain  a  large  force  for 
their  protection,  at  a  heavy  expense;  and  it  was  only  by  compensating  them  for  the  loss  of 
this  baneful  Indulgence  by  large  gratuities,  consisting  of  presents  of  British  manufacture, 
that  they  became  reconciled  to  the  privation.  In  other  parts  of  the  country,  where  it  could 
not,  In  safety  to  the  white  population,  be  entirely  prohibited,  the  use  of  it  is  now  gradually 
diminishing,  so  as  at  this  time  to  be  no  longer  an  evil ;  and  In  no  part  of  the  countries 
through  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  operation  extend  are  spirituous  or  Intoxicating 
liquors  of  any  description  sold  to  Indians,  or  used  as  a  medium  of  barter  or  trade.  But  so 
inseparable  Is  drunkenness  or  the  abuse  of  spirituous  liquors  from  opposition  in  the  Indian 
trade,  that  on  the  north-west  coast,  where  we  have  to  contend  with  the  Americans  and 
Russians,  and  even  on  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Ottawa  Rivers,  which  are  exposed 
to  competition  In  trade,  and  where  the  Indians  are  partially  civilized,  I  am  sorry  to  say  our 
utmost  efiirts  to  check  it  have  been  altogether  unavailing. 

A  confirmation  of  these  statements  is  to  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  exportations  of 
spirituous  liquors  to  Hudson's  Bay,  which,  since  the  year  1821,  do  not  exceed  on  the 
average  43  puncheons  of  rum  annually  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  country  situated  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  comprised  in  the  license  of  trade  granted  to  the 
Company,  as  well  as  the  Company's  territories,  the  population  of  which,  including  servants, 
may  be  estimated  at  120,000  souls,  no  spirituous  liquors  having  up  to  this  period  been 
distilled  in  the  country. 

During  the  competition  in  trade  previous  to  the  year  1821  (when  the  exclusive  raanawe- 
ment  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company),  it  was  Ibund  impossible  to  take 
any  effectual  measure  towards  the  civilization  or  moral  and  religious  improvement  of  the 
native  population.  Since  that  period  the  Company  have  established  two  Protestant  mis- 
sions, under  the  management  of  their  chaplains,  at  Red  River  settlement,  where  there  are 
likewise  two  Catholic  missions  and  13  schools. 

In  this  settlement  there  are  resident  several  thousand  Indians  and  half-breeds,  drawn 
together  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  with  a  view  to  their  civilization  and  moral  and  reli- 
gious improvement.  These  people  have  abandoned  the  ciiase,  and  now  devote  themselves 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  be  enabled  to  say  that  the  zealous  endeavours 
of  our  missionaries  have  been  most  successful. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  likewise  established  missions  and  schools  at  several  of 
their  principal  depots  or  posts  on  the  Columbia  River,  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
under  the  management  of  another  of  their  chaplains  ;  and  at  the  Red  River  and  Columbia 
schools  Indian  children  are  educated  belonging  to  many  of  the  distant  tribes,  who,  after 
attaining  the  age  of  manhood,  are  allowed  the  option  of  returning  to  their  homes,  becomino- 
agriculturists  at  Red  River  settlement,  or  entering  into  the  Company's  service.  We  are 
using  our  utmost  endeavours  in  every  other  part  of  the  country,  where  the  climate  and  soil 
admit  of  it,  to  collect  the  Indians  into  villages,  and  direct  their  attention  to  agriculture  as 
the  first  step  towards  civilization.  This  operation  is,  however,  attended  with  much  diffi- 
culty, from  their  erratic  habits,  and  the  scantj"^  and  precarious  subsistence  afforded  by  the 
chase,  which  prevents  their  keeping  together  in  considerable  numbers,  and  applylno-  them- 
selves to  husbandry  and  the  pursuits  of  ci^  lllsed  life,  and  compels  them  to  separate  into 
small  parties  of  single  families,  and  to  wander  about  in  search  of  food,  under  circumstances 
where  it  is  impossible  for  the  missionary  to  follow  them. 

I  can  say,  without  I'car  of  contradiction,  from  luy  intimate  knowledge  of  the  country  and 
natives,  and  of  the  mode  in  which  the  business  was  conducted,  both  previous  and  subsequent 
to  the  period  since  which  the  exclusive  trade  has  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  havino- 
held  the  situation  I  now  have  the  honour  of  filling  for  many  years,  during  which  1  have 
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• 
been  in  constant  communication  with  the  different  tribes  inhabiting  these  extensive  coun-  Appendix.  No,  11. 

tries,  and  I  say  it  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  that  their  condition  is  much  ameliorated.  

When  competition  in  trade  existed,  the  encouragement  afforded  to  thp  Indians  to  make 
large  collections  of  skins  led  to  the  destruction  of  the  fur-bearing  animals  of  all  ages  and 
sexes,  and  at  all  seasons.  If  this  system  had  been  continued  much  longer,  those  animals, 
which  were  rapidly  decreasing  in  numbers,  would  have  been  almost  entirely  extirpated. 
Instead  of  exhausting  the  country,  we,  now  use  evei-y  means  in  our  power  to  preserve  it,  by 
withdrawing  our  trading  posts,  and  the  Indians  attached  to  them,  for  a  time  from  such  parts 
as  have  been  impoverished,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  recruit ;  and  by  discouraging  hunting 
during  the  seasons  when  the  females  are  bearing  and  rearing  tbeir  young,  the  animals 
are  now  becoming  numerous.  The  employment  we  afford  at  those  seasons  to  many  of 
the  Indians,  whereby  they  are  brought  into  frequent  communication  and  intercourse  with 
our  officers  and  servants,  tends  towards  their  gradual  civilization  and  improvement ;  and 
we  find  our  own  interests  promoted  by  an  equitable  and  liberal  system  of  trade  and 
management. 

Our  different  trading  establishments  are  the  resort  or  refuge  of  many  of  the  natives,  who 
from  age,  infirmity  or  other  causes,  are  unable  to  follow  the  chase  :  they  have  the  benefit  of 
the  care  and  attention,  free  of  expense,  of  our  medical  men,  of  whom  about  12  are  usually 
employed  in  the  service,  every  trading  establishment  being,,  in  fact,  an  Indian  hospital; 
advantages  which  were  not  and  could  not  have  been  afforded  to  them  during  the  competi- 
tion in  trade.  In  short,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  native  population  of  the 
countries  through  which  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  business  extends,  never  derived  any 
real  benefit  from  their  intercourse  with  the  whites  until  the  fur  trade  became  exercised  under 
the  existing  license.  In  proof  of  this,  the  population  of  some  of  the  tribes,  previous  to  that 
time,  sensibly  diminishing,  is  now  increasing  ;  and  from  my  experience  of  the  times  of  oppo- 
sition, I  can  further  say,  that  if  the  trade  were  again  thrown  open  to  competition,  all  the 
horrors  of  the  late  contest  would  break  out  afresh ;  drunkenness  and  demoralization  would 
have  their  former  sway,  not  only  among  the  natives  but  among  the  whites,  whom  we  are 
now  enabled  to  keep  under  proper  subordination,  which  was  never  the  case;  during  the 
excitement  occasioned  by  the  rivalship  in  trade ;  the  fur-bearing  animals  would  in  the  course 
of  a  very  few  years  become  nearly  extinct ;  and  the  inevitable  consequences  would  be,  the 
desertion  of  the  natives  by  the  traders,  the  latter  having  no  longer  any  inducement  to  remain 
among  them  ;  that  unfortunate  population,  thus  left  to  their  own  resources,  must  inevitably 
perish  from  cold  and  hunger, — the  use  of  the  bow  and  arrow,  and  other  rude  implements, 
formerly  affording  them  the  means  of  feeding  and  clothing  themselves,  being  now  unknown, 
and  our  guns,  ammunition,  fishing-tackle,  iron  works,  cloth,  blankets  and  other  manufac- 
tures having  become  absolutely  necessary  to  their  very  existence.  The  country  in  which 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  now  trade  is  divided  into  four  great  districts,  knoun  by  the 
names  of  the  NoFthern,  Southern,  Columbia  and  Montreal  Departments,  in  which  there  are 
136  establishments,  besides  hunting  expeditions  and  shipping,  affording  employment  to  25 
chief  factors,  27  chief  traders,  152  clerks,  and  about  1,200  regular  servants,  besides  the 
occasional  labour  in  boating  and  other  services  of  a  great  number  of  the  natives. 

Previous  to  1821  the  business  of  the  Columbia  department  Avas  very  limited ;  but  it  has 
since  been  very  greatly  extended  at  much  expense,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  add,  at  a  considerable 
sacrifi  e  of  life  among  the  Company's  officers  and  servants,  owing  to  the  fierce,  treacherous 
and  blood-thirsty  character  of  its  population,  and  the  dangers  of  the  navigsition ;  it  now  com- 
prehends 22  trading  establishments,  besides  several  migj-atory,  hunting  and  trading  expedi- 
tions, and  six  armed  vessels  on  the  north-west  coast. 

The  fur  trade  is  the  principal  branch  of  business  at  present  in  thecountry  situated  between 
the  Itocky  Mountains  and  the  Pacific  Ocean.  On  the  banks  of  the  Columbia  jLiver,  how- 
ever, where  the  soil  and  climate  are  favourable  to  cultivation,  we  are  directing  our  attention 
to  agriculture  on  a  large  scale,  and  there  is  every  prospect  that  we  shall  soon  be  able  to 
establish  important  branches  of  export  trade  from  thence  in  the  articles  of  wool,  tallow, 
hides,  tobacco,  and  grain  of  various  kinds. 

I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  say,  that  the  native  population  are  beginning  to  profit  by 
our  example,  as  many,  formerly  dependent  on  hunting  and  fishing,  now  maintain  themselves 
by  the  produce  of  the  soil. 

The  country  situated  between  the  northern  bank  of  the  Columbia, River,  which  empties 
itself  into  the  Pacific,  in  lat.  46°  20",  and  the  southei-n  bank  of  Fraz;er's  River,  which  empties 
itself  into  the  Gulf  of  Georgia,  in  lat.  4S°,  is  remarkable  for  the  salubrity  of  its  climate  and 
excellence  of  its  soil,  and  possesses,  within  the  Straits  of  De  Fuca,  some  of  the  finest  har- 
bours in  the  world,  being  protected  from  the  weight  of  the  Pacific  by  Vancouver's  and  other 
islands.  To  the  southward  of  the  Straits  of  De  Fuca,  situated  in  lat.  48"  37  ",  there  is  no  good 
•harbour  nearer  than  the  Bay  of  St.  Francisco,  in  lat-  37°  48",  as  the  broad  shifting  bar  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Cohimbia,  and  the  tortuous  channel  through  it,  renders  the  entrance  of 
that  river  a  very  dangerous  navigation  even  to  vessels  of  small  draught  of  water. 

The  possession  of  that  country  to  Great  Britain  may  become  an  object  of  very  great 
importance,  and  we  are  strengthening  that  claim  to  it  (independent  of  tlie  claims  of  ])rior 
discovery  and  occupation  for  the  purpose  of  Indian  trade)  by  forming  the  nucleus  of  a  colony 
through  the  establishment  of  farms,  and  the  settlement  of  some  of  our  retiring  officers  and 
servants  as  agriculturists.  ^ 

Our  population  in  Red  River  settlement  amounts  to  about  5,000  souls,  say  about  2,000 
whites,  and  about  3,000  half  breeds  and  Indians.  The  population,  at  the  close  of  the  late 
contest  in  trade,  did  not  amount  to  as  many  hundreds  ;  but  so  pernicious  was  the  excite- 
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ment  occasioned  by  the  contest,  even  among  that  small  population,  that  it  was  then  fre- 
quently the  scene  of  bloodshed,  robbery  and  riot ;  and  in  one  of  those  riots,  in  the  year 
1816,  22  persons  were  killed,  and  several  wounded;  among  the  former  was  Mr.  Semple, 
Governor  of  the  Company's  territories,  a  man  of  judgment  and  discretion,  and  of  the  most 
amiable  and  benevolent  character. 

I'he  bles=iings  of  tranquillity,  however,  immediately  followed  the  cessation  of  that  contest, 
peaceful  industry  having  reigned  in  the  settlement  ever  since,  and  offences  so  few  as  rarely 
to  call  for  magisterial  interference.  Our  population,  however,  is  now  so  large,  and  increas- 
ing so  rapidly,  both  as  regards  Indians  and  half-breeds,  ami  whites,  that  the  time  has 
arrived  when  it  is  no  longer  safe  to  trust  the  peace  of  the  settlement  solely  to  the  good-will 
of  its  inhabitants.  I  therefore  consider  it  highly  necessary,  to  the  security  of  lives  and 
2»roperty,  that  a  court  of  justice,  for  the  trial  of  civil  and  criminal  cases,  with  an  efficient 
police  to  support  the  civil  power,  should  be  established  there  without  delay. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Geo.  Siinpson. 


No.  2. 


No.  2. 
Letter  from  the 
Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to  Denis 
Le  Marchant,  Esq. 
28  February  1837. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 

Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  28  February  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  letter  addressed  to  his  Lord- 
ship by  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  describing  the  present  state  of  the 
Company's  establishment  in  North  America,  and  calling  his  Lordship's  attenti  m  to  the 
approaching  termination  of  the  Charter,  granting  them  the  exclusive  right  of  trading  within 
their  territories. 

I  am  to  request  that  you  will  bring  this  letter  before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council  fir  Trade,  and  move  their  Lordships  to  favour  Lord  Glenelg  with  their 
opinion  how  far  it  would  be  expedient  to  entertain  and  encourage  the  applicati  )n  made  by 
the  Company  for  a  renewal  of  their  commercial  privileges  at  the  expiration  of  their  present 
Charter. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Stephen: 


No.  3.  — 


No.  3. 
Letter  from  Denis 
Le  Marchant,  Esq. 
til  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies. 
2  .June  1837. 


Copt  of  a  LETTER  from  Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq.,  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 

the  Colonies. 

Office  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade, 
Sir,  Whitehall,  2  June  1837. 

I  HAVE  laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  your  letter  of 
the  28th  February  last,  with  its  enclosures,  respecting  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  I 
am  directed  by  their  Lordships  to  request  that  you  will  inform  Lord  Glenelg,  that  after  an 
attentive  consideration  of  the  facts  slated  in  the  above-mentioned  enclosures,  and  of  such 
additional  information  as  their  Lordships  have  been  able  to  obtain  on  tSe  subject,  they  have 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  application  of  the  Company  for  a 
renewal  of  the  exclusive  license  to  trade  in  those  parts  uf  North  America  beyond  the  limits 
of  their  Charter,  which  they  at  present  enjoy,  should  be  favourably  entertained  by  his 
Majesty's  Government,  with  a  view  to  their  extension  for  a  definite  term  of  years  .ifter  the 
present  license  shall  have  expired.  The  proceedings  of  the  Company  of  late  years  appear 
to  their  Lordships  to  have  been  distinguished  generally  by  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy ; 
and  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  fur  trade  seems  to  justify,  and  even  to  recommend,  the  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  of  conferring  exclusive  privileges  upon  a  great  body  engaged  in  it,  how- 
ever objectionable  such  a  principle  appears  with  reference  to  commercial  affairs  generally. 
It  is  with  reference  to  these  particular  circumstances  that  their  Lordships  have  satisfied 
themselves  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to  withdraw  from  the  Company  the  powers  which  they 
now  exercise. 

Their  Lordships  have  only  further  to  observe,  that  as  to  any  pecuniary  conditions  being 
attached  to  the  renewal  of  the  license  under  the  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c.  66,  that  is  a  point  which 
they  presume  will  be  made  the  subject  of  communication  between  Lord  Glenelg  and  the 
Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests.  They  may,  however,  remark  that  it  would  be  very 
unadvisable,  in  their  opinion,  to  adopt  any  provisions  upon  this  subject  which  might  tend  to 
cramp  the  operations  of  the  Company,  or  place  them  in  unfair  competition  with  other  traders 
in  fur. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)  Denis  Le  Marchant. 
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—  No.  4.  — 

Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 

Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq. 


Appendix,  No.  ]|. 


No.  4. 
Letter  from  the 


Sir,  Downing-street,  25  July  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  2d  ultimo,  relative  to  the    u^ndeV-Secretary 
application  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  lor  a  renewal  of  the  exclusive  privilege  of  of  State  for  the  _ 
trading  on  certain  parts  of  the  continent  of  North  America,  which  they  at  present  enjoy.   Colonies  to  Denis 
under  a  Charter  granted  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c.  66.  26%ulTl837.' 

Lord  Glenelg  desires  me  to  express  his  concurrence  in  the  opinion  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  as  to  the  expadiency  of  reviving  this  Charter ;  but  he 
directs  me  to  observe,  that  whenever  that  step  shall  be  taken  it  will  be  indispensable  to 
introduce  into  the  new  Charter  such  conditions  as  may  enable  Her  Majesty  to  grant,  for  the 
purpose  of  settlement  or  colonization,  any  of  the  lands  comprised  in  it,  and  with  that  view 
his  Lordship  thinks  that  a  power  should  be  reserved  even  of  establishing  new  colonies  or 
provinces  within  the  limits  comprised  in  the  t  barter.     With  whatever  confidence  the  sterility 
of  a  great  part  of  that  extensive  portion  of  the  globe,  and  its  unfitness  to  sustain  any  con- 
siderable population,  may  have  hitherto  been  asserted,  Lord  Glenelg  thinks  that  such  state- 
ments cannot  be  assumed  as  incontrovertible;  and  as  the  country  is  very  imperfecily  known, 
especially  in  that  part  of  it  which  borders  on  the  chain  of  the  lakes,  his  Lordship  is  disposed 
to  regard  them  with  distrust.     I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will  inform  me,  whether 
in  their  negotiations  with  the  Company,  the  I^ords  of  the  Committee  of  I'rivy  Council  for 
Trade  have  adverted  to  any  stipulation  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  and  if  not,  I  am 
to  suggest,  that  before  any  further  steps  are  taken,  it  would  be  desirable  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Company  would  object  to  receive  an  extension  of  their  Charter  at  the  present  time, 
introducing  into  it  such  a  reservation  as  has  been  mentioned,  of  the  right  of  establishing  new 
colonies,  and  of  the  right  of  withdrawing  from  the  control  and  authority  of  the  Company 
any  of  the  lands  comprised  in  such  future  colonies. 

1  am,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Stephen. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  J.  B. 


—  No.  5.  — 

Hume,  Esq.,  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies. 


Office  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  jjq  k 

Sir,  Whitehall,  7  August  1837.  ^  " 

YouK  letter  of  the  25th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  j   n^  Huine  Esq. 
has  been  laid  before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  I'rivy  Council  for  Trade,  and  their  Lord-  to  the  Undcr-Secre- 
ships,  after  having  adverted  to  your  former  letter  of  the  28th  of  February  last  on  the  same  tary  of  State  for  the 
subject,  and  the  answer  thereto  of  the  2d  June,  to  which  you  now  refer,  have  directed  me  to  Colonies, 
request  that  you  will  inform  Lord  Glenelg  that  no  negotiation  has  been  entered  into  with  this  "^  ■^■"g'lst 
department  by  the   Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  a  renewal  of  their  license ;  nor  has  any 
measure  been  taken  in  the  matter  under  their  Lordships'  directions,  except  the  transmission 
of  the  letter  of  the  2d  of  June  before  mentioned. 

I  am,  however,  to  state  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Lord  Glenelg,  that  the  Lords  of  this 
Committee  are  ready,  if  so  desired  by  him,  to  confer  with  the  Company  upon  this  subject : 
at  the  same  time,  1  am  to  observe,  that,  as  the  peculiar  point  for  discussion  relates  to  coloni- 
zation, it  may  be  desirable  that  Lord  Glenelg  should,  in  the  first  instance,  apprize  the  Com- 
pany of  his  views  upon  that  subject. 


I  am, 

(signed) 


&c. 

J.  D.  Hume. 


■  No.  6. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to  J.  D.  Hume,  Esq. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  15  August  1837.  N0.-6. 

Having  laid  before  Lord  Glenelg  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  1  am  directed  to  acquaint   Letter  from  the 
you,  in  answer,  that  as  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  have  already   Under-Secretary 
undergone  the  labour  of  investigating  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  renewing  the  Charter   ot  State  for  the 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  have  formed  an  opinion  on  that  subject,  in  which  Lord    y  ^"h^  me  Esa 
Glenelg  coincides,  it  appears  to  his  Lordship  that  the  negotiation  with  the  Compjmy,  as  to   15  August  1837. 
the  terms  of  their  Charter,  would  be  conducted  more  advantageously  for  the  public  interest 
by  their  Lordships  than  by  Lord  Glenelg  ;  and  in  this  conclusion  he  is   confirmed  by  the 
consideration,  that  the  question  is  important  chiefly  in  its  bearing  on  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  empire  at  large. 
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With  regard  to  the  question  of  colonization,  Lord  Glenelg  will  of  course  explain  his  ^iews 
to  the  (Joinpany,  if  their  Lordships  should,  on  further  reflection,  think  that  course  expedient. 
But,  as  he  is  apprehensive  of  some  danger  of  producing  misconceptions  by  multiplying  the 
channels  of  official  communication  with  that  body,  and  as  his  views  on  the  subject  of 
colonizing  the  territory  in  question  lie  within  a  very  narrow  compass,  it  appears  to  Lord 
Glenelg  that  they  may  be  {)erhaps  more  conveniently  stated  to  the  Company  by  the  Board 
of  Trade  than  by  himself.  Lord  Glenelg  is  of  opinion  that  the  public  interest  may  not 
improbably  require  the  erection  of  some  part  of  the  territory  comprised  in  the  Company's 
Charter  into  one  or  more  colonies,  independent  of  and  distinct  from  either  Upper  or  Lower 
Canada.  The  limits  of  any  such  colonies  must,  for  the  present,  be  matter  of  conjecture  and 
surmise ;  but  Lord  Glenelg  thinks  that  the  proposed  new  Charter  should  contain  an  express 
condition,  providing  that  nothing  to  be  therein  contaiaed  should  prevent  Her  Majesty,  Her 
heirs  and  successors,  from  establishing  any  such  colonies  within  the  territories  in  question, 
and  that,  from  the  time  of  their  being  so  established,  all  the  rights  of  the  Company  within 
the  limits  of  any  such  colony  should  cease. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Stephen. 


No.  7. 
Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay- 
Company  to 
Lord  Glenelg, 
9  September  1837. 


—  No.  7.  — 

(Private.) 
Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  Lord  Glenelg _ 

My  Lord,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  9  September  1837. 

It  is  of  so  nmch  importance  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  know  the  decision  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  on  the  subject  of  the  renewal  of  the  Grant  of  that  part  of  the  North- 
west district  of  America  which  is  not  within  the  Company's  territories,  and  as  the  measures 
which  the  Company  will  feel  it  right  to  pursue  will  depend  on  that  decision,  and  ought  to  be 
communicated  to  their  chief  in  the  Columbia  by  the  ship  that  is  now  preparing  to  go  to  the 
Pacific,  and  will  sail  in  the  course  of  the  next  month,  I  trust  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for 
my  now  requesting  that  you  will  favour  me  with  a  communication  on  this  subject,  or,  if  there 
is  any  difficulty,  with  an  audience,  and  much  oblige,  &c. 

(signed)         J.  H.  Felly. 


No.  8. 
Letter  from  the 
L'lider-Secretary 
of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to  the 
Governor  of  the 
Hudson'.-!  Bay 
Comrmny, 
10  Sept.  1837. 


—  No.  8.— 

Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to  the  Governor  of 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  19  September  1837. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  marked  "  Private," 
of  the  9th  instant. 

His  Lordship  directs  me  to  acquaint  you  in  answer,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  do 
not  object  to  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Companj-,  or  to  the  extension 
of  it  to  the  territory  to  which  your  letter  refers.  But  it  is  proposed  to  stipulate,  as  the  con- 
dition of  any  such  grant,  that  it  should  not  prevent  the  erection  within  the  limits  of  the 
Charter  of  any  new  colonies  or  provinces  which  Her  Majesty  may  be  disposed  to  estiiblish 
there ;  and  that  if  any  such  province  or  colony  should  be  so  established,  the  Charter  should 
tlienceforth  cease  to  be  in  force,  so  far  as  resj)ects  the  territories  which  may  be  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  the  new  colony.  Lord  Glenelg  would  be  happy  to  know  how  far  it  would 
be  in  the  power  of  the  Company  to  accept  the  renewal  of  the  Charter  on  those  terms. 


I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J" 


Steph 


at. 


■  No.  9.  — 


No.  9. 
iSfite  from  the 
Goieincr  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany to  the  Under- 
Secrutiiry  of  State 
for  the  Colonies, 
•25  (Jctoljcr  18:!7. 

,  oO^'*", 


,o-iy 


Copy  of  a  NOTE  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  tlie  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Hudson's  Bay  House,  25  October  1837. 
Mr.  Pelly  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Stephen,  and  sends  herewith  a  draft  for  a 
Grant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  of  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of 
North  America,  drawn  in  conformity  with  the  original  one,  and  of  the  Act  passed  in  the 
second  year  of  his  late  Majesty  Geo.  4,  and  providing  for  the  conditions  contained  in  Mr. 
Stephen's  letter  to  him.  In  it  is  likewise  extended  the  reservation  of  trade  to  the  subjects  of 
any  Foreign  State,  who,  under  or  by  force  of  any  convention  between  Great  Britain  and  such 
Foreio-n  State,  may  be  entitled  and  shall  be  engaged  in  said  trade.  This  in  the  old  grant  was 
reserved  exclusively  for  the  subjects  of  the  United  States ;  since  which  a  convention  has 
been  entered  into  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia.     Mr.  P.  has  therefore  had  it  drawn  to  include 

any 
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«wy  Foreign  State,  which  alteration  he  submits  would  be  advisable  to  adopt.    Should  Mr.  S.   Appendix,  No.lU 
wish  to  see  Mr.  P.  on  the  subject,  he  will,  after  next  week,  attend  any  appointment.  —— 


—  No.  10.  — 

Copy  of  a  NOTE  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to  the  Governor 

of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Downing-street,  8  November  ISS"?. 
Me.  Stephen  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Pelly,  and,  with  reference  to  his  note  of 
the  25th  ultimo,  is  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  request  that  M  r.  Pelly  will  be  good  enough 
to  furnish  his  Lordship  with  a  copy  of  the  Grant  of  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  of  North 
America,  which  was  made  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  year  1821. 


No.  10. 
Note  from  Ihe 
Under-Secretary  61 
State  for  the  Colo- 
nies to  the  Governor 
of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company, 
8  November  1887. 


—  No.  11.  — 

CoPT  of  a  NOTE  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Hudson's  Bay  House,  10  November  1837. 
Mk.  Pelly  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Stephen  ;  begs  to  acknowledge  his  note  of 
the  8th  instant,  and  to  enclose  for  my  Lord  Glenelg  a  copy  of  the  Grant  of  exclusive  trade 
with  the  Indians  of  North  America,  made  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  5th  December 
1821. 


No.  II. 
Note  from  the 
Governor  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies, 
10  November  186?. 


Enclosure  in  No.  11. 
GEORGE  R. 

Geoege  the  Fourth,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  greeting : 

Wheeeas  an  Act  passed  in  the  second  year  of  our  reign,  intituled,  "An  Act  for  regulating 
the  Fur  Trade,  and  for  establishing  a  Criminal  and  Civil  Jurisdiction  within  certain  parts  of 
North  America ;"  wherein  it  is  amongst  other  things  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  the  said  Act,  it  should  be  lawful  for  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  to  make  Grants  or  give  Our 
Koyal  License,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  of  our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  to  any 
body  corporate  or  company,  or  person  or  persons,  of  or  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading 
with  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North  America  as  should  be  specified  in  any  such 
Grants  or  Licenses  respectively,  not  being  part  of  the  lands  or  territories  heretofore  granted 
to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  not 
being  part  of  any  of  our  provinces  in  North  America,  or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  all  such  Grants  and  Licenses  should  be  good,  valid 
and  effectual,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  all  such  bodies  corporate,  or  companies,  or  per- 
sons, the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians,  in  all  such  parts  of  North 
America  (except  as  thereinafter  excepted)  as  should  be  specified  in  such  Grants  or  Licenses, 
any  thing  contained  in  any  Act  Or  Acts  of  Parliament,  or  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing ;  and  it  was  in  the  said  Act  further  enacted,  that  no  such  Grant  or  License  made 
or  given  by  us,  our  heirs  or  successors,  of  any  such  exclusive  privileges  of  trading  with  the 
Indians  in  such  parts  of  North  America  as  aforesaid  should  be  made  or  given  for  any  longer 
period  than  21  years,  and  that  no  rent  should  be  required  or  demanded  for  or  in  re- 
spect of  any  such  Grant  or  License,  or  any  pri'v'ileges  given  thereby,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  said  Act,  for  the  first  period  of  21  years ;  and  it  was  further  enacted,  that  from  and  after 
the  passing  of  the  said  Act,  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England 
trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  every  body  corporate  and  company  and  person,  to  whom 
every  such  Grant  or  License  should  be  made  or  given  as  aforesaid,  should  respectively  keep 
accurate  registers  of  all  persons  in  their  employ,  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  and  should 
once  in  each  year  return  to  our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State  accurate  duplicates  of 
such  registers,  and  should  also  enter  into  such  security  as  should  be  required  by  us  for 
the  due  execution  of  all  criminal  processes,  and  of  any  civil  process  in  any  suit  where 
the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  200  /.,  and  as  well  within  the  territories  included  in 
any  such  Grant  as  within  those  granted  by  Charter  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Ad- 
venturers of  England  trading  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  for  the  producing  and  delivering  into  safe 
custody,  for  the  purpose  of  trial,  all  persons  in  their  employ,  or  acting  under  their  authority, 
who  should  be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence,  and  also  for  the  due  and  faithful 
observance  of  all  such  rules,  regulations  and  stipulations  as  should  be  contained  in  any  such 
Grant  or  License,  either  for  gradually  diminishing  and  ultimately  preventing  the  sale  or  dis- 
tribution of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  or  for  promoting  their  moral  and  religious  im- 
provement; or  for  any  other  object  which  we  might  deem  necessary  for  the  remedy  or 
prevention  of  any  other  evils  which  have  been  hitherto  found  to  exist :  And  whereas  it  was 
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Appendix,  No-  1 1 .  also  In  the  said  Act  recited,  that  by  a  Convention  entered  into  between  his  late  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  it  was  stipulated  and  ajjreed,  that  every  country  on  the  North- 
west coast  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Stony  Mountains  should  be  free  and  open 
to  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  two  powers  for  the  term  often  years  from  the  date  of  the 
signature  of  that  Couvention ;  and  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that  nothing  in  the  said  Act 
contained  should  be  deemed  or  construed  to  authorise  any  body  corporate,  company  or 
person,  to  whom  his  Majesty  might,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  make  or  grant, 
or  give  a  license  of  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  such  parts  of  North  America  as 
aforesaid,  to  claim  or  exercise  any  such  exclusive  trade  within  the  limits  specified  in  the  said 
article,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  said  United  States  of  America 
who  might  be  engaged  in  the  said  trade :  Provided  always,  that  no  British  subject  should 
trade  with  the  Indians  within  such  limits  without  such  Grant  or  License  as  was  by  the  said 
Act  required. 

And  wherea'i  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into 
Hudson's  Bay,  and  certain  Associations  of  persons  trading  under  the  name  of  the  "  North- 
west Company  of  Montreal,"  have  respectively  extended  the  fur  trade  over  many  parts 
of  A'orth  America  whicli  had  not  been  before  explored :  And  whereas  the  competition  in 
the  said  trade  has  been  found  for  some  years  past  to  be  productive  of  great  inconvenience 
and  loss,  not  only  to  the  said  Company  and  Associations,  but  to  the  said  trade  in  general, 
and  also  of  great  injury  to  the  native  Indians,  and  of  other  persons  our  subjects:  And 
whereas  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's 
Bay,  and  William  M'GilUvray,  of  Montreal,  in  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  esquire,  Simon 
M'Gillivray,  of  Suffolk-lane,  in  the  City  of  London,  merchant,  and  Edward  Ellice,  of 
Spring-gardens,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  esquire,  have  represented  to  us,  that  they  have 
entered  into  an  agreement,  on  the  26th  day  of  March  last,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  said 
competition,  and  carrying  on  the  said  trade  for  21  years,  commencing  with  the  outfit  of 
1821,  and  ending  with  the  returns  of  IS-tl,  to  be  carried  on  in  the  name  of  the  said  Governor 
and  Compan}'  exclusively : 

And  wliereas  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'GiUI- 
vray  and  Edward  Ellice,  have  hiunbly  besought  us  to  make  a  Grant,  and  give  our  Royal 
License  to  them  jointly,  of  and  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in 
North  America,  under  the  restrictions  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  specified  in  the 
said  recited  Act :  Now  know  ye.  That  we,  being  desirous  of  encouraging  the  said  trade  and 
remedying  the  e^'ils  which  have  arisen  from  the  competition  which  has  heretofore  existed 
thei-ein,  do  grant  and  give  our  Royal  License,  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  one  of  our  Principal 
vSecretaries  of  State,  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon 
M'Gillivray  and  EAv,  ard  Jillice,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all 
sucli  ])arts  of  North  America  to  the  northward  and  the  westward  of  the  lands  and  territories 
belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America  as  shall  not  form  part  of  any  of  our  provinces 
in  North  America,  or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging  to  the  said  L'nited  States  of 
America,  or  to  any  Eiu'ojjean  government,  state  or  power ;  and  we  do  by  these  j^resents 
gi\'e,  grant  and  secure  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon 
M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice  jointly,  the  sole  and  exclusive  privilege,  for  the  full  period  of 
21  years  from  the  date  of  this  our  Grant,  of  trading  with  the  Indians  in  all  such  parts  of 
North  America  as  afiresaid  (except  as  thereinafter  excepted);  and  we  do  hereby  declare 
that  no  rent  shall  be  required  or  demanded  for  or  in  respect  of  this  our  Grant  and  License,  or 
any  privileges  given  thereby,  for  the  said  period  of  21  years,  but  that  the  said  Governor  and 
Company,  and  the  said  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice  shall, 
during  the  peril  id  of  this  our  Grant  and  License,  keep  accurate  registers  of  all  persons  in  their 
employ  in  any  parts  of  North  America,  and  shall  once  in  each  year  return  to  our  Secretary 
of  State  accurate  duplicates  of  such  registers,  and  shall  also  enter  into  and  give  security  to  us, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  in  the  penal  sum  of  5,000  /.  for  ensuring,  as  far  as  in  them  may 
lie,  the  due  execution  of  all  criminal  j)rocesses,  and  of  any  civil  process  in  any  suit  where 
the  matter  in  dispute  shall  exceed  200  /.,  by  the  officers  and  persons  legally  empowered  to 
execute  such  processes  within  all  the  territories  included  in  this  our  Grant,  and  for  the  pro- 
ducing and  delivering  into  safe  custod}',  for  purposes  of  trial,  any  persons  in  their  emjiloy,  or 
acting  under  their  authority  within  the  said  territories,  who  may  be  charged  with  any 
criminal  offence. 

And  we  do  also  hereby  require,  that  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  William 
M'Gillivray,  Simon  M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice  shall,  as  soon  as  the  same  can  be  con- 
veniently done,  make  and  suljmit  for  our  consideration  and  approval  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  the  management  and  carrying  on  the  said  fur  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  persons  employed  by  them  therein,  as  may  appear  to  us  to  be  effectual  for 
gradually  diminishing  or  ultimately  preventing  the  sale  or  distribution  of  spirituous  liquors 
to  the  Indians,  and  for  promoting  their  moral  and  religious  improvement. 

And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  nothing  in  this  our  Grant  contained  shall  be  deemed  or 
construed  to  authorise  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  or  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon 
M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  or  any  person  in  their  employ,  to  claim  or  exercise  any 
trade  with  the  Indiana  on  the  north-west  coast  of  America  to  the  westward  of  the  Stony 
Mountains,  to  the  prejudice  or  exclusion  of  any  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America 
who  may  be  engaged  in  the  said  trade  :  Provided  always,  that  no  British  subjects  other  than 
and  except  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  the  said  William  M'Gillivray,  Simon  ■ 
M'Gillivray  and  Edward  Ellice,  and  the  persons  authorised  to  carry  on  exclusive  trade  by 

them 
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£hem  on  Grant,  shall  trade  with  the  Indians  within  such  limits  during  the  period  of  this  -Appendix,  No.  1 1, 
our  Grant. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Carlton-house  the  5th  day  of  December  1821,  in  the  second  year 


of  our  reign. 


By  His  Majesty's  command. 

(l.  8.)  Bathurst. 


No.  12. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

Office  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade. 
Sir,  Whitehall,  20  January  1838. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  inform  you, 
that  they  have  received  from  Lord  Glenelg  your  application  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  for  a  renewal  of  the  exclusive  right  of  trading  granted  to  the  Company  by  the 
Boyal  License  dated  the  6th  of  December  1821,  with  the  view  of  leaving  the  arrangement 
of  the  terms  of  such  renewal  to  the  determination  of  this  Board. 

Their  Lordships  not  feeling  themselves  qualified,  without  further  information  than  is 
contained  in  the  papers  transmitted  to  them  from  the  Colonial  Office,  to  settle  this  matter 
satisfactorily,  I  am  directed  to  request  that  you  will  favour  this  Board  with  some  account 
of  the  past  and  present  state  of  the  Company,  with  reference  to  its  capital,  and  the  divi- 
dends paid  thereon,  as  well  as  any  other  circumstances  that  may  assist  the  Board  in  coming 
to  a  decision  upon  the  terms  of  the  proposed  License. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         Denis  Le  Marchant. 


No.  12. 

Letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the 
Committee  of  Privy 
Council  for  Trade 
to  the  Governor  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company, 
20  January  1838. 
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Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade. 

My  Lords,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  7  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  your  Jjordships'  direction, 
through  Mr.  Le  Marchant,  under  date  20th  ult.,  wherein  you  inform  me  that  you  have 
received  from  Lord  Glenelg  my  application  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  a 
renewal  of  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  granted  to  the  Company  by  the  Royal  License  dated 
6th  December  1821,  with  the  view  of  leaving  the  arrangement  of  the  terms  of  such  renewal 
to  the  determination  of  your  Board,  and  that  your  Lordships,  not  feeling  qualified  without 
further  information  than  is  contained  in  the  papers  transmitted  to  you  from  the  Colonial 
Oflfice  to  settle  the  matter  satisfactorily,  request  that  I  should  furnish  some  account  of  the 
past  and  present  state  of  the  Company,  with  reference  to  its  capital,  and  the  dividends  paid 
thereon,  as  well  as  any  other  circumstances  that  may  assist  the  Board  in  -coming  to  a  deci- 
sion on  the  terms  of  the  proposed  License. 

In  accordance  with  that  request,  I  now  beg  to  lay  before  you  the  following  particulars, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  will  satisfy  you  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  every  reason 
confidently  to  expect  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  be  pleased  to  grant  them  a 
renewal  of  the  License  of  exclusive  trade  of  the  country  denominated  "  Indian  Territories," 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Company's  Charter,  without  any  rent  or  pecuniary  consideration 
being  required  for  the  same,  nor  subject  to  any  other  condition  than  that  proposed  by  the 
accompanying  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  incorporated  in  the  year  1670,  under  a  Royal  Charter 
of  Charles  the  Second,  which  granted  them  certain  territories  in  North  America  described 
in  that  Charter,  together  with  exclusive  privileges  of  trade,  &c.  &c.  Between  the  years 
1670  and  1690,  a  period  of  20  years,  the  profits  appear  to  have  been  very  large,  as,  not- 
withstanding losses  sustained  by  the  capture  of  the  Company's  establishments  by  the  French 
in  the  years  1682  to  1688,  amounting  to  118,014^.,  they  were  enabled  to  make  a  payment 
to  the  proprietors  in  1684  of  50  per  cent.;  another  payment  in  1688  of  50  per  cent.  ;  and 
of  a  further  payment  in  1689  of  25  per  cent. 

In  1690  the  stock  was  trebled  without  any  call  being  made,  besides  affording  a  payment 
to  the  proprietors  of  25  per  cent,  on  the  increased  or  newly  created  stock ;  in  the  years 
1692,  1694,  1696  and  1697,  the  Company  incurred  loss  and  damage  to  the  amount  of 
97,500  /.,  by  other  captures  of  their  establishments  by  the  French. 

These  losses  appear  to  have  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Company  to  borrow  money,  on 
which  they  paid  six  per  cent,  interest ;  they  were  enabled,  nevertheless,  in  1720,  again  to 
treble  their  capital  stock,  with  only  a  call  of  10  per  cent,  on  the  proprietors,  and,  notwith- 
standing another  heavy  loss  sustained,  by  the  capture  of  their  establishments  by  the  French 
under  La  Perouse,  in  1782,  they  appear  to  have  been  enabled  to  pay  dividends  of  from  5  to 
12  per  cent.,  averaging  nine  per  cent.,  and  showing,  as  nearly  as  I  am  able  to  judge  from 
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Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany to  the  Lord$ 
of  the  Committee 
of  Privy  Council 
for  Trade, 
7  February  1838. 
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Appendix,  No.  1 1.  the  defective  state  of  the  books  during  the  past  century,  profits  on  the  originally  subscribed 

capital  stock  actually  paid  up  of  between  60  and  70  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  year 

1690  to  1800. 

Up  to  this  period  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  no  great  cause  for  complaint  of  inter- 
ference with  their  inland  trade,  and  if  they  had  been  left  unmolested,  or  been  protected  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  it,  and  of  the  rights  and  privileges  vested  in  them  by  their 
Charter,  they  would  in  all  probability  have  continued  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages 
they  were  then  deriving  from  their  labours  and  exertions  in  those  remote  and  little  fre- 
quented wilds. 

But  about  that  period  their  rights  of  territory  and  trade  were  invaded  by  rival  traders, 
which  led  to  animosities,  feuds  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  extending  to  the  loss  of  lives, 
and  considerable  destruction  of  property,  injurious  to  the  native  Indians,  by  reason  of  the 
unrestricted  use  of  spirituous  liquors  and  other  demoralising  influence,  consequent  on  oppo- 
sition, and  so  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  between  1800 
and  1821,  a  period  of  22  years,  their  dividends  were,  for  the  first  eight  years,  reduced  to 
four  per  cent. ;  during  the  next  six  years  they  could  pay  no  dividend  at  all ;  and  for  the 
remaining  eight  years  they  could  only  pay  four  per  cent. 

During  a  long  succession  of  years,  while  this  destructive  contest  existed,  very  frequent 
applications  for  protection  and  redress  were  made  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  his 
Majesty's  Government,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  records  of  the  Colonial  Office, 
but  without  avail,  and  scenes  of  bloodshed,  robbery,  and  demoralisation,  revolting  to 
humanity,  were  allowed  to  pass  without  any  effectual  measures  being  taken  to  punish  or 
prevent  them,  although  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  had  every  claim  on  Government  to 
support  them  in  their  just  rights  of  territory  and  trade. 

At  length,  in  the  year  1821,  when  the  violence  of  the  contest  had  nearly  exhausted  the 
means  of  both  parties,  an  arrangement  was  entered  into  between  them,  by  which  their 
interests  became  united,  under  the  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

The  proprietary  were  then  called  upon  to  pay  100  /.  per  cent,  upon  their  capital,  which, 
with  the  stock  in  trade  of  both  parties  in  the  country,  formed  a  capital  stock  of  400,000  /., 
on  which  four  per  cent,  dividend  was  paid  in  the  years"  1821  to  1824,  and  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  half-yearly  dividends  of  five  per  cent.,  with  a  bonus  of  10  per  cent,  from  the 
year  1828  to  1832,  and  since  that  an  average  bonus  of  six  per  cent,  until  last  year,  when 
none  was  paid. 

When  your  Lordships  come  to  consider  the  very  hazardous  nature  of  the  trade,  requiring 
a  degree  of  enterprise  unknown  to  almost  any  other  business,  together  with  the  heavy 
losses  to  which  the  parties  interested  therein  were  subjected  for  a  long  series  of  years,  from 
the  want  of  protection  and  support,  which  they  had  a  right  to  expect  from  his  Majesty's 
Government,  I  feel  assured  your  Lordships  will  join  me  in  opinion  that  the  jjrofits  now 
arising  from  the  business  are  no  more  than  a  fair  return  for  the  capital  employed,  and  the 
services  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  rendering  the  mother  country  in  securing  to  it  a 
branch  of  commerce  which  they  are  at  present  wresting  out  of  the  hands  of  foreigners, 
subjects  of  Russia  and  the  United  States  of  America,  but  which  the  Company  would  have 
been  unable  to  prosecute,  had  they  not  been  protected  by  the  License  of  exclusive  trade 
they  now  hold, 

In  looking  at  these  profits,  however,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Hudson's  Bay  stock, 
in  like  manner  as  in  all  other  stocks,  changes  hands  very  frequently,  and  that  the  f)rice  of 
the  stock  is  entirely  regulated  by  the  return  it  produces,  thereby  affording  to  the  bulk  of 
the  present  proprietors  little  more  than  six  per  cent,  for  their  money. 

In  order  to  securi'  to  the  Company  the  enjoyments  of  the  rights  of  territory  and  trade 
granted  to  them  by  their  Charter,  and  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  evils  attendant  on 
rivalship  or  competition  in  trade  tliat  existed  for  so  long  a  time,  and  were  productive  of 
such  disastrous  consequences  in  so  remote  a  country,  that  the  difficulty  of  bringino-  offenders 
to  justice  amounted  to  an  impossibility  of  giving  effect  to  the  la\vs,  the  Act  of  1st  &  2d 
Geo.  4,  c.  6G,  was  passed,  and  under  the  provisions  of  that  Act,  a  License  was  granted  to 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  the  exclusive  privileges  of  trade  in  the  districts  of  countr\- 
denominated  the  Indian  Territories,  for  a  term  of  2 1  years. 

That  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  coimtry  has  been  restored;  that  the  abuse  of 
spirituous  liquors  has  been  discontinued;  that  the  condition  of  the  native  population  is 
greatly  ameliorated ;  and  that  the  commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain  are  improving 
under  the  management  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  through  the  provisions  of  that  Act, 
will  appear  manifest  by  the  report  of  Mr.  t>impson,  the  Governor  of  the  Company's  terri- 
tories, and  their  principal  representative  in  North  America,  which  accompanied  my  appli- 
cation of  10th  February  last  to  Lord  Glenelg  {vide  page  417),  copies  of  which  are  herewith 
transmitted  for  your  Lordships'  information. 

The  Act  in  question,  while  extending  the  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  in 
Canada  to  the  Company's  territories,  held  under  their  Charter,  and  to  t,he  Indian  territories 
comprehended  in  the  License  of  exclusive  trade,  contemplated  the  necessity  of  establishing 
courts  of  record,  under  the  great  seal,  for  the  trial  of  criminal  and  civil  offences,  and  for 
the  appointment  of  proper  officers  to  act  in  aid  of  such  courts  within  the  territories  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Indian  territories. 

Had  the  establishment  of  such  courts  been  necessary,  it  would  have  subjected  the 
Government  to  a  heavy  expense  in  the  payment  of  Commissioners  and  in  the  maintenance 
of  legal  authority ;  and  from  the  state  of  the  country  while  open  to  competition,  it  is 
natural  to  infer,  that  such  would  have  been  necessary  had  the  exclusive  ricfht  of  trade 

not 
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have  rendered  those  measures  uncalled  for,  thereby  occasioning   a  considerable   savins'  

of  expense,  to  which,  under  other  circumstances,  the  mother  country  would  have  been 
exposed. 

Hitherto  the  peace  of  the  country  has  been  maintained  at  a  moderate  expense  to  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company ;  but  the  population  of  their  principal  agricultural  settlement  of 
Red  River  is  now  so  much  increased,  amounting  to  upwards  of  5,000  souls,  principally 
Indians  and  half-castes,  belonging  to  all  the  interior  tribes,  who  arc  very  difficult  of 
management,  that  it  has  become  necessary  to  establish  a  more  regular  form  of  government 
and  administration  of  the  laws  than  heretofore.  These  measures  are  now  in  progress,  and 
it  is  estimated  that  the  attendant  expenses  will  exceed  5,000  /.  per  annum,  which  will  be 
borne  by  the  Company,  although  they  might,  with  great  propriety,  call  on  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  relieve  them  from  that  charge. 

By  reference  to  Mr.  Simpson's  report,  your  Lordships  will  observe,  that  the  Company 
are  incurring  other  heavy  expenses,  which  are  augmenting  from  year  to  year,  connected 
with  that  infant  settlement,  from  which  they  derive  no  benefit  in  regai-d  to  trade,  as  there 
■are  no  fur-bearing  animals  in  that  part  of  the  country,  but  which  in  due  time  promises  to 
become  valuable  to  the  mercantile  interests  of  the  mother  country  in  the  production  of 
wool,  flax,  and  other  exports ;  while  the  population  benefit  by  the  change  of  habits  of 
life  that  have  been  produced  by  a  change  of  occupation,  as  the  inhabitants  have 
abandoned  the  chase,  and  now  employ  themselves  in  agricultural  pursuits ;  while  moral 
and  religious  instruction  are  afforded  them  by  the  Company's  chaplains  and  schoolmasters. 

This  settlement,  which  affords  so  much  benefit  to  the  native  population,  requires  the 
most  vigilant  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  as  its  inhabitants  are  of  so  mixed 
a  character,  and  so  little  used  to  the  restraints  of  civilised  life,  that  mismanagement 
would  inevitably  lead  to  an  outbreak  among  them,  which  would  prove  ruinous  to  their  trade 
throughout  the  country. 

Such  outbreak  had  very  nearly  occurred  last  year,  occasioning  much  apprehension  in  the 
minds  of  the  Company,  through  the  mischievous  instigation  of  a  man  named  "  Dickson," 
styling  himself,  "  Liberator  of  the  Indian  Race,"  who  succeeded  in  assembling  a  number 
of  leading  half-breeds,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  Red  River,  with  the  view  of  raisin^ 
that  population,  so  as  to  seize  the  Company's  depots  and  trading  posts,  and  taking  pos- 
session of  the  trade  and  country,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  accompanying 
correspondence  with  the  Foreign  Office;*  this  I  notice,  in  order  to  show  how  precarious 
the  Company's  tenure  of  their  trade  is,  and  how  much  they  require  the  countenance  and 
support  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  in  affording  them  protection  from  the  intrusion  of 
strangers. 

The  principal  benefit  the  Company  derive  from  the  exclusive  Licisnse  of  trade  is  the 
peaceable  occupation  of  their  own  proper  territory,  from  which  they  draw  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  profits  of  their  trade,  and  for  the  protection  of  which  they  have  a  right  to  look  to 
Government  in  common  with  the  rest  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  as  the  trade  of  the 
country  embraced  in  the  Royal  License  is  as  yet  of  very  little  benefit  to  them,  and  affords 
greater  advantages  to  the  mother  country  in  the  employment  of  shipping,  and  in  1  the 
revenue  arising  from  imports  and  exports,  than  the  Company  derive  from  it. 

The  country  denominated  "  Indian  Territories,"  comprehended  in  the  Royal  License,  is 
principally  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  the  most  valuable  part  thereof 
being  the  north-Avest  coast,  bordering  on  the  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

For  many  years  previous  to  the  grant  of  exclusive  trade  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
;the  trade  of  that  coast  was  engrossed  by  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Russia,  the  only  establishment  occupied  by  British  traders  being  "  Astoria,"  afterwards 
named  "  Fort  George,"  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  while  no  attemjrt  was  made, 
through  the  means  of  shipping,  to  obtain  any  part  of  the  trade  of  the  coast ;  and  so  unpro- 
fitable was  it  in  the  years  1818,  1819,  1820, 1821  and  1822,  and  so  difficult  of  management, 
that  several  of  the  leading  and  most  intelligent  persons  in  the  country  strongly  recom- 
mended that  the  Company  should  abandon  it  altogether.  The  Company,  however,  felt 
that  the  honour  of  the  concern  would,  in  a  certain  degree,  be  compromised  were  they  to 
adopt  that  recommendation,  holding  as  they  did  under  Government  the  License  in  question, 
and  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  enterprise,  which  I  feel  assured  your  Lordships  will  admit, 
reflects  much  credit  on  themselves  and  on  their  officers  and  servants  in  the  country,  they 
■directed  their  efforts  so  vigorously  to  that  branch  of  the  business,  that  they  compelled  the 
American  adventurers,  one  by  one,  to  withdraw  from  the  contest,  and  are  now  pressing  the 
Russian  Fur  Company  so  closely,  that  although  that  association  is  supported  by  its  govern- 
ment to  the  extent  of  affording  them  the  assistance  of  a  strong  military  guard  at  each  of 
their  establishments,  which,  with  their  shipping,  are  officered  by  naval  and  military  officers 
of  the  Imperial  army  and  navy,  we  are  gaining  ground  upon  them,  and  hope  at  no  very 
distant  period  to  confine  them  to  the  trade  of  their  own  proper  territory. 

The  outlay  and  expense  attending  this  competition  in  trade  are  so  heavy,  that  the  profits 
are  yet  but  in  perspective,  none  worthy  of  notice  having  been  realised,  the  resvdt  showing 
-some  years  a  trifling  loss,  and  in  others  a  small  gain,  fluctuating  according  to  the  degree  of 
activity  with  which  the  contest  is  maintained ;  but  by  energy  and  perseverance  we  hope,  in 

due 

*  As  the  Correspondence  ■with  the  Foreign  Office  referred  to  does  not  relate  to  the  renewal  of  the 
Grant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  it  has  not  been  appended  to  these  Papers. 
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due  time,  to  bring  it  to  a  more  favourable  issue,  if  the  facilities  of  protection  now  required  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  be  afforded. 

This  trade,  nevertheless,  affords  employment  to  about  1,000  men,  occupying  21  permanent 
trading  establishments,  two  migratory,  trading  and  trapping  expeditions,  a  steam  vessel,  and 
five  sailing  vessels  from  100  to  300  tons  burthen,  all  armed;  and  so  dangerous  is  the  trade, 
that  I  lament  to  say  that  it  has  not  been  unattended  with  loss  of  life. 

In  order  to  afford  your  Lordships  an  opportunity  of  forming  some  idea  of  the  strength  of 
opposition  we  have  to  contend  against,  and  the  diffic'ulty  we  have  to  encounter  in  this  branch 
of  business,  I  beg  to  enclose  copy  of  a  memorandum*  I  lately  had  occasion  to  hand  to  Her 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaii-e,  in  reference  to  the  operations  of  the  Russians 
in  that  quarter. 

That  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  tlie  strongest  possible  claims  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government  for  a  renewal  of  the  exclusive  License  of  trade,  without  any  rent  or  pecuniary 
consideration  whatsoever,  cannot,  I  should  hope,  admit  of  a  question  after  the  explanation 
I  have  given  ;  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  greater  part  of  the  country  to  which  the 
License  applies  is  Indian  country,  opened  by  treaty  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, as  well  as  to  British  subjects,  and,  consequently,  the  License  of  exclusive  trade  does  not 
protect  the  Company  from  the  competition  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  must  appear 
evident  that  no  substantial  benefit  is  likely  to  arise  from  the  boon  we  are  soliciting,  beyond 
the  probable  means  of  affording  peace  to  our  own  territories,  in  the  tranquillity  of  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  ought  to  feel  as  deep  an  interest  as  the  stockholders  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company. 

If  further  proof  be  necessary  tliat  we  are  not  in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  the  fur 
trade,  I  beg  to  hand  to  your  Lordships  copy  of  applications  we  have  lately  had  occasion  to 
make  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  for  redress  of  grievances  sustained  by  the 
aggression  of  Russian  authorities  at  Stikine,  on  the  north-west  coast,  in  the  year  1834,  by 
the  violation  of  a  treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  his  Imperial  Majesty,  involving  a  claim 
of  20,000/.,  loss  and  damage  actually  sustained  by  the  Hudsdn's  Bay  Company,  for  which, 
as  3et,  they  have  received  no  indemnification,  although  they  confidently  look  to  obtain  such 
through  the  efforts  of  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  the  grounds  of  promoting  discovery  and  science,  we  have  likewise  a  strong  claim  on 
the  countenance  and  support  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  as  at  this  moment  the  Company 
have  an  expedition  on  foot,  quite  unconnected  with  any  ulterior  views  towards  any  pecuniary 
advantage  or  benefit  arising  from  trade,  but  solely  for  the  honour  of  completing  the  survey 
of  the  northern  coast  of  America,  at  a  cost  to  the  Company,  before  it  can  be  accomplished, 
of  several  thousand  pounds, — an  object  that  has  attriicted  the  attention  not  only  of  Great 
Britain,  but  of  Russia  and  other  foreign  powers. 

I  could  enlarge  or.  the  claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  privileges  I  am  now 
soliciting  at  your  Lordships'  hands,  but  I  should  hope  that  sufficient  has  been  already  said 
to  induce  you  to  concur  witli  the  Secretarj'  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  in  granting  a  renewal 
of  the  exclusive  License  of  trade  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  on  the  conditions  detailed 
in  Mr.  Stephen's  letter  to  me  of  J  9th  September  last,  by  Lord  (jlenelg's  directions,  already 
referred  to,  and  with  the  conditions  of  which  I  am,  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
ready  to  comply. 

Allow  me  to  hope  for  an  early  and  fav(junible  consideration  of  this  subject,  as  several 
important  arrangements,  in  reference  to  the  government  of  the  country,  the  formation  of  a 
police  corps,  the  mode  of  administering  justice,  and  further  measures  for  more  effectually 
resisting  the  encroachmentb-  of  the  Russians  on  the  British  territory,  all  involving  a  heavy 
outlay  of  money,  arc  now  pending,  and  cannot  be  determined  until  1  am  favoured  with  your 
Lordships'  decision  on  this  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  H.  Felly,  Governor. 


No.  14. 


No.  14, 
Letter  from  the 
Under-Secretary 
of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to  the 
Governor  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay 
Company, 
3  February  1838. 


Copt  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to  the  Governor  of 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

Sir,  Downing-street,  3  Febi'uary  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  25th  October  last,  I  am  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to 
inform  you,  that  his  Lordship,  having  attentively  considered  the  draft  of  the  Royal  License, 
granting  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts 
of  North  America  for  a  further  period  of  21  }ears,  and  the  draft  of  the  Covenant  for  the 
performance  of  the  conditions  contained  in  that  License  which  you  have  transmitted,  will  be 
prepared,  subject  to  one  alteration,  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  direct  the  issue  of  Her  Royal 
License  in  the  terms  which  you  have  proposed.     The  alteration  to  whicli  I  have  alluded  is 

in 


*  As  the  Memorandum  referred  to  does  not  ndiite  to  the  renewal  of  the  Grant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Coinpanj',  it  has  not  been  appended  to  these  Papers. 
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in  the  final  clause,  respecting  the  erection  of  colonies  within  the  territory  comprised  In  the  Appendix,  No. 
grant,  for  which  Lord  Glenelg  would  propose  to  substitute  the  following  words: —  

"  Provided  nevertheless,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  our  pleasure  to  be,  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  extend  or  be  construed  to  extend  to  prevent  the  establishment  by  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors,  within  the  territories  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces,  or'  for  annexing  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  territories  to  any  existing 
colony  or  colonies,  to  us  in  right  of  our  imperial  Crown  belonging,  or  for  constituting  any 
such  form  of  civil  government  as  to  us  may  seem  meet  within  any  such  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces  ;  but  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  any  such  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces,  or  to  the  introduction  of  any  such  form  of  civil  government,  we  do 
hereby  reserve  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  full  power  and  authority  to  revoke  these 
presents,  or  any  part  thereof,  In  so  far  as  the  same  may  embrace  or  extend  to  any  of  the  ter- 
ritories aforesaid,  which  may  hereafter  be  comprised  witliln  any  such  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces  as  aforesaid." 

If  you  should  be  prepared,  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  to  accede  to  this 
alteration,  the  only  question  which  will  remain  to  be  decided  will  be  the  amount  of  the  rent 
which.  In  conformity  with  the  2d  clause  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c  66,  is  to  be  paid  by 
the  Company  after  the  expiration  of  the  first  period  of  21  years  from  the  date  of  their 
original  grant.  This  Is  a  question  lying  exclusively  within  the  cognizance  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  and  Lord  Glenelg  has  accordingly  referred  it  for  their 
Lordships'  consideration.  You  will  probably  receive  from  their  Lordships  an  early  commu- 
nication on  the  subject. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)      '  Geo.  Grey. 


11. 
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Copt  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  7  February  1838. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  3d  Instant,  with  reference  to  my 
letter  of  25th  October,  wherein  you  say  that  you  are  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  inform  me, 
"  that  his  Lordship  having  attentively  considered  the  draft  of  the  Royal  License,  granting 
to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of 
North  America  for  a  further  period  of  21  years,  and  the  draft  of  the  Covenant  for  the 
performance  of  the  conditions  contained  In  that  License,  will  be  prepared,  subject  to  one 
alteration,  to  advise  Her  Majesty  to  direct  the  granting  of  the  Royal  License  on  the  terms 
which  you  have  proposed." 

And  further  saying,  that  the  alteration  to  which  you  "  have  alluded  Is  In  the  final  clause, 
respecting  the  erection  of  colonies  within  the  territory  comprised  In  the  Grant,  for  which 
Lord  Glenelg  would  propose  to  substitute  the  following  words,"  &c.  &c. 

In  reply,  I  beg  to  say  I  have  considered  th  e  alteration  proposed  by  Lord  Glenelg,  and 
that  I  am  prepared,  on  behalf  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  to  accept  the  License,  subject 
to  the  alteration  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  H.  Felly. 


No.  15. 

Letter  from  the 
Governor  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay 
Company  to  the 
Under-Secretary  of 
State  for  the 
Colonies, 
7  February  1838. 


—  No.   16. 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 

A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq. 

Sir,  Downing  street,  3  February  1838. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  inform  you,  that  in  the  month  of  February  1837,  his 
Lordship  received  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the  accompanying  letter,  soliciting  a 
renewal  of  the  Grant  of  exclusive  trade,  which  they  hold  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c.  66. 

This  letter  having  been  referred  for  the  consideration  of  the  -Lords  of  the  Committee  of 
Privy  Council  for  Trade,  their  Lordships  have  expressed  their  opinion  that,  adverting  to  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  trade  In  question,  the  application  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
.  should  be  complied  with. 


No.  16. 

Letter  from  the 

Under-Secretary  of 

State  for  the 

Colonies  to 

A.  Y.  Spearman, 

Esq.,  3  February 

1838. 
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I  enclose  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  copies  of  the 
correspondence  on  this  subject,  which  has  passed  between  this  department  and  the  Board 
of  Trade, 

You  will  observe  that  in  renewing  the  grant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  it  is  intended 
to  insert  in  that  instrument  a  clause  authorising  Her  Majesty  to  erect,  within  the  limitsof 
the  Grant,  any  new  colonies  or  provinces  which  Her  Majesty  may  be  disposed  to  establish 
there ;  and  that  if  any  such  province  or  colony  should  be  so  established,  the  Charter  should 
thenceforth  cease  to  be  in  force,  so  far  as  respects  the  territories  which  may  be  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  new  colony. 

This  condition  having  been  communicated  to  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, he  has  forwarded  to  Lord  Glenelg  the  draft  of  a  Charter,  herewith  enclosed,  embracing 
a  provision  to  that  effect;  as,  however,  this  provision  does  not  appear  to  be  correctly  ex- 
pressed. Lord  Glenelg  proposes  to  substitute  for  it  one  in  the  following  words : 

"  Provided  nevertheless,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  our  pleasure  to  be,  that  nothing  hereia 
contained  shall  extend,  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to  prevent  the  establishment  by  us,  our 
heirs  or  successors,  within  the  territories  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them,  of  any  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces,  or  for  annexing  any  part  of  the  aforesaid  territories  to  any  existing 
colony  or  colonies  to  us,  in  right  of  our  Imperial  Crown,  belonging,  or  for  constituting  any 
such  form  of  civil  government  as  to  us  may  seem  meet,  within  any  such  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces  ;  but  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  any  such  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces,  or  to  the  introduction  of  any  such  form  of  civil  government,  we  do 
hereby  reserve  to  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  full  power  and  authority  to  revoke  these 
presents,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  so  far  as  the  same  may  embrace  or  extend  to  any  of  the  ter- 
ritories aforesaid,  which  may  hereafter  be  comprised  within  any  such  colony  or  colonies, 
province  or  provinces  as  aforesaid." 

Assuming  that  this  alteration  will  be  accepted  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  another 
question  remains  to  be  decided — that,  namely,  of  the  rent  to  be  demanded  from  the  Com- 
pany in  conformity  with  the  second  section  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c.  66,  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  period  of  21  years,  for  which  their  first  Charter  was  granted  :  this  is  a  question 
lying  especially  within  the  province  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  ;  and  I  am 
therefore  to  request  that  you  will  move  their  Lordships  to  enter  into  communication  with  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  the  purpose  of  concluding  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         J.  Stephen. 


No.  17.  — 


No.  17. 

letter  from 
A.  y.  Spearman, 
Esq.,  to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies, 
8  March  1838, 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  A.  Y.  Spearman,  Esq.,  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the 

Colonies. 

Sir,  Treasury  Chambers,  8  March  1838. 

The  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  having  had  under  their  considera- 
tion your  letter,  dated  3d  ultimo,  with  the  enclosed  application  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, soliciting  a  renewal  of  the  Charter  of  exclusive  trade  which  they  hold  under  the  jjro- 
visions  of  the  Act  1  &  2  Geo.  4,  c.  66,  I  have  it  in  command  from  the  Lords  Commissiorkers 
of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to  request  you  will  state  to  Lord  Glenelg,  with  reference  to  the 
suggestion  which  his  Lordship  has  submitted  to  this  Board,  that  they  should  enter  into  com- 
munication with  that  Company  respecting  the  amount  of  rent  which  should  be  paid  in  con- 
formity with  the  second  section  of  tlie  said  Act  for  the  proposed  extension  of  their  exclusive 
privilege  of  trading  in  the  North-west  territory  of  North  America;  that  my  Lords  apprehend 
that  no  further  information  respecting  the  establishments  or  proceedings  of  the  Company 
can  be  obtained  than  is  afforded  by  the  statements  which  have  been  submitted  to  his  Lord- 
ship on  behalf  of  the  Company  ;  and  that  as  his  Lordship  has  been  enabled  to  determine 
on  the  expediency  of  renewing  their  exclusive  privilege,  he  will  be  more  competent  than 
their  Lordships  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  utility  and  value  of  the  Company's  establish- 
ments for  the  suppression  of  crime  among  the  hunters  and  traders,  the  improvement  and 
civilisation  of  the  Indians,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  British  influence  in  the  territories  to 
which  the  privilege  in  question  extends,  or  the  charges  which  the  Company  may  incur  for 
these  purposes,  and  as  to  the  propriety,  with  reference  to  these  considerations,  of  demanding 
rent  from  the  Company,  or  of  granting  the  Charter  which  they  apply  for,  with  the  reser- 
vation of  the  nominal  rent  only,  provided  for  in  the  draft  Grant  which  accompanied  your 
letter. 

I  am  directed,  therefore,  to  request  you  will  move  Lord  Glenelg  to  favour  my  Lords  with 
a  communication  of  the  opinion  which  his  Lordship  may  entertain  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         A.  Y.  Speaiman. 
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Appendix,  No.  1 1 . 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  to 

A,  Y.  Spearman,  Esq. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  14  March  1838. 

I  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.,  referring  for 
his  Lordship's  decision  the  question  of  tiie  rent  to  be  paid  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
for  the  Royal  License  of  exclusive  trade  in  certain  parts  of  North  America.  In  reply,  I  am 
to  transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  on  the  same  subject  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  to  inform  you  that  Lord  Glenelg  concurs  in  the  opinion  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  that  the  I'ent  to  be  demanded  from  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  should  be  merely  nominal.  I  am,  therefore,  to  request  that  you  will 
move  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  to  instruct  their  solicitors  to  co-operate  with 
the  proper  officers  of  the  Company  in  carrying  the  proposed  arrangement  into  execution, 
with  a  due  observance  of  all  the  necessary  forms  of  law,  and  with  a  reference  to  the  sugges- 
tions contained  in  my  letter  of  the  3d  ult. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  Stephen. 


No.  18. 

I,etter  from  the 

Under-Secretary 

of  State  for  the 

Colonies  to 

A.  Y.  Spearman, 

Esq. 

14  March  1838. 


■No.  19.— 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  Denis  Le  Blarchant,  Esq.,  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for 

the  Colonies. 

Office  of  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade, 
Sir,  Whitehall,  6  March  1838. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  August  1837,  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
License  of  exclusive  trade  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  I  am  directed  by  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade  to  request  that  you  will  inform  Lord  Glenelg  that 
they  have  settled  the  terms  of  such  License  with  the  Governor  of  the  Company,  pursuant  to 
his  Lordship's  desire,  and  in  accordance  with  his  Lordship's  views,  as  expressed  in  your 
above-mentioned  letter. 

The  accompanying  draft  Grant  of  License  and  Covenant  have  been  submitted  on  behalf 
of  the  Company  to  this  Board,  and  the  same  being,  as  far  as  their  Lordships  can  jud'ge, 
unexceptionably  worded,  their  Lordships  would  recommend  Lord  Glenelg  to  obtain  Her 
Majesty's  assent  to  the  Grant,  upon  the  covenant  being  duly  executed  by  the  Company, 
and  after  both  instruments  shall  have  received  the  approval  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown. 
Their  Lordships  have  only  further  to  observe,  that  they  have  communicated  with  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  of  Woods  and  Forests  on  the  question  of  the  rent  to  be  made 
payable  to  the  Crown  under  the  License,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  having  been 
laid  before  the  Commissioners,  they  concurred  with  this  Board  in  the  propriety  of  sucii  rent 
being  only  nominal. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         Denis  Le  Marchant. 


No.  1!). 
Letter  from  DphIs 
Le  Marchant,  Esq.) 
to  the  Under- 
Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies, 
6  March  1R38. 


—  No.  20. — 


Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies"  to 
Denis  Le  Marchant,  Esq. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  14  March  1838. 

1  AM  directed  by  Lord  Glenelg  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  6th  instant,  enclosing 
the  draft  of  a  License  of  exclusive  trade  in  certain  parts  of  North  America,  the  terms  of 
which  have  been  settled  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  and  stating  their  Lordships'  opinion  that  the  rent  to  be 
demanded  from  the  Company  in  return  for  this  License  should  he  merely  nominal. 

In  reply,  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  Lord  Glenelg  has  referred  the  whole  correspondence 
on  this  subject  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  expressing  at  the  same  time 
his  concurrence  in  the  views  as  to  the  rent  expressed  in  your  letter,  and  has  requested 
their  Lordships  to  direct  their  solicitors  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  concluding  the  pro- 
posed arrangements  with  all  the  proper  forms  of  law. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        J.  Stephen. 


No.  20. 

Letter  from  the 
TTnder-Secretary 
of  State  for  the 
Colonies  to 
Denis  Le  Mar- 
chant, Esq., 
14  March  1838< 
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Appendix,  No.  11.  _]Vo.  21.— 

Copy  of  a  LETTER  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  the  Lord-;  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bav  (^onjpany. 
No.  21. 
_  .         ,  feir,  Treasuiy  Chambers,  7  June  li^^oS. 

e   er  rem     e  j  ^^^  commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  .Majesty's  Treasury  to  transmit 

•tarv  to  the  Lords  ^°  y°"  ^6'"^^'*"  ^^e  grant  of  a  License  to  trade  fbr  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  ;  and 
«f  the  Treasury  ^  ^'"  ^°  request  that  the  Deed  of  Covenant  on  the  part  o*'  the  Company,  duly  e.\;ecuted 
to  the  Governor  of  '"  ^"^'^  manner  as  the  solicitor  of  this  Board  may  require,  may  be  i-eturned  to  this 
the  Hudson's  Bay    department. 

Company,  I  am,  &c. 

7  June  1838.  (signed)  A.  Y.  Spearman. 


Enclosure  in  No.  21. 


Covenant  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  performance  of  Conditions  and  Reservations 
contained  in  the  Crown  Grant  of  even  date. — (Dated  3oth  May  1838.) 

Jijncl.  m  No.  21.  Whereas  Her  Majesty  hath,  by  an  instrument  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Secretary 

of  State,  the  Ri^ht  honourable  Charles  Lord  Glenelg,  bearing  even  date  herewith,  Limnted 
and  given  Her  Royal  Licen5e  to  us,  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England, 
trading  inio  Hndson's  Bay,  and  our  successors,  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  with  the 
Indians  in  all  such  parts  of  North  America  to  the  northward  aiid  to  the  westward  of  the 
lands  and  territories  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America  as  shall  not  form  part  of 
any  of  Her  Majesty's  provinces  in  North  America,  or  of  any  lands  or  territories  belonging 
to  the  United  States  of  America,  or  to  any  European  government,  state  or  power,  and  hath 
secured  to  us,  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  our  successors,  the  sole  and  exclusive 
privilege,  for  the  full  period  of  21  years  from  the  date  of  the  said  grant,  of  tradmg  with  the 
Indians  in  all  sucli  parts  of  North  America  as  aforesaid  (except  and  with  such  restrictions 
as  thereinafter  excepted),  and  hath  thereby  declared  that  no  rent  shall  be  required  or 
demanded  for  or  in  respect  of  the  said  Grant  or  License,  or  any  privileges  given  therein',  for 
the  first  four  years  of  the  said  term  of  21  years,  and  hath  thereby  reserved  to  Her  Majesty, 
Her  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  remainder  of  the  said  peiiod  of  21  years  the  yearly  rent  of 
5s.,  to  be  paid  by  us,  the  ?aid  Governor  and  Company,  and  our  su'-cessors,  on  the'  1st  day 
of  June  in  every  year,  into  Her  Majesty's  Exchequer,  on  a-connt  of  Her  Majesty,  Her  heirs 
and  successors:  We  therefore,  the  said  Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  Lns;land 
trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  do  hereby  covenant  and  bind  ourselves  and  our  succes-ors^  that 
we  and  they  shall  yearly  and  every  year,  and  on  every  1st  day  of  June,  from  and  after  the 
expiration  of  the  first  four  years  of  the  said  term  of  21  years,  and  thenceforth  duriiio  the 
continuance  of  the  said  G'-ant  and  License,  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  the  said  yearly  rent  of 
5s.  into  Her  &'lajesty's  Exchequer,  and  on  the  account  of  Her  Majesty,  Her  heirs  "and  suc- 
cessors, and  thai  we  and  our  successors  shall,  during  the  period  of  the  said  Grant  and  License 
keep  accurate  registers  of  all  persons  employed  by  us  or  our  successors  in  any  parts  of  North 
America,  and  shall  once  in  each  year  return  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  accurate 
duplicates  of  such  registers  ;  and  we,  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  do  hereby  bmd  our- 
selves and  our  successors  in  the  penal  sum  of  5,000/.,  that  we  will,  as  far  as  in  us  mav  lie, 
ensure  the  due  execution  of  all  crauinal  and  civil  processes  by  the  officers  and  persons  legally 
empowered  to  execute  such  process  within  all  the  territories  for  the  time  being  included  in 
the  said  grant,  and  for  the  producing  or  delivering  into  safe  custody  for  the  purpose  of  trial 
of  any  person  in  our  employ  or  acting  under  our  authority  within  the  said  territories  who  may 
be  charged  with  any  criminal  offence;  and  we  do  also  hereby  covenant  that  we  will  as  soon 
as  the  same  can  be  conveniently  done,  make  and  submit  to  the  consideration  and  approval 
of  Her  Majesty  such  rules  and  regulations  for  the  management  and  carrying  on  the  said  fur 
trade,  and  the  conduct  of  the  persons  employed  by  us  therein,  as  have  appeared  or  may 
appear  to  us  to  be  most  effectual  for  gradually  diminishing  and  ultimately  preventing  the 
sale  or  distribution  of  spirituous  liquors  to  the  Indians,  and  for  promoting  their  moral  and 
religious  improvement.     Witness  the  seal  of  the  said  Company  the  30th  day  of  May  1838. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  and  Committee, 

(l.s.)        (signed)         W.  G.  Smith, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Sealed  under  the  common  seal  of  the  within-mentioned  Governor  and  Company,  and 
delivered  by  William  Gregory  Smith,  their  Assistant  Secretary,  pursuant  to  their  order  and 
appointment,  being  first  duly  stamped  in  the  presence  of 

(signed)  Thomas  Crosse, 

Threadneedle-streel,  Solicitor. 
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Appendix,  No.  12.  Appendix,  No.  12. 

PETITION  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Toronto  to  the  Legislative  Council, 

presented  20th  April  1857. 


To  ihe  Honourable  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  in  Parliament 

assembled. 

'ihe  Petition  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Toronto. 

Humbly  showeth, 

Thut  ail  association  of  traders,  undi^r  the  title  of  "  The  Honourable  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany," during  a  long  peiiod  <>('  time  have  claimed  and  exercised  a  sovereignty  in  the  suil, 
together  with  the  right  of  exclusive  trade  over  a  large  portion  of  the  province  of  Canada, 
and  that  tiie  exeicise  of  such  claim  is  subversive  to  all  ihose  rights  and  privileges  which 
were  guaranteed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Canada  by  Royal  proclamation  immediately  alter  the 
conquest  of  the  country,  and  subsequently  secured  to  them  by  those  acts  of  the  British 
Parliament  which  gave  to  Canada  a  constitutional  government. 

Your  petitioner?  further  show,  that  up  to  the  year  1763,  when  by  the  Treaty  of  Fontaine- 
bleau  Canada  was  cede'l  to  the  British  Crown,  the  whole  region  of  country  extending  west- 
ward to  the  "  Pat  ific  Ocean,"  and  northward  to  the  fhore  of  the  "  Hudson's  Bay,"  had 
C'lntinued  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  Crown  of  France  for  u  period  of  two  centuries, 
and  was  known  as  La  iVouvellc  France,  or  Canada  ; 

That  during  ihe  half  century  succeeding  the  treaty  above  alluded  to,  an  extensive  trade 
and  traffic  was  continued  to  be  carried  on  throughout  the  country,  described  by  commercial 
companies  and  tradeis  who  had  estabHabed  theniselves  there  under  authority  of  the  crown 
of  JTiince,  and  that  a  trade  was  likewise,  and  at  the  same  period,  carried  on  by  other  traders 
of  British  origin,  who  had  entered  into  that  country  and  formed  establishments  there,  con- 
sequent upon  its  t-ession  to  the  British  Crown  ; 

'J  hilt  such  tiade  and  traffic  was  carried  un  freely  and  independent  of  any  j'ebtrictions  upon 
commercial  freedom,  lither  as  oiiginally  enacted  by  the  crow.i  of  France,  or  proaiulgated 
by  that  of  Great  Britain  ; 

That  in  1783  nearly  all  the  aforesaid  trviders  and  comp.inies  united  and  formed  an  asso- 
ciati;in,  under  the  name  of  "  The  North-west  Cunpany  of  Montreal,"  which  said  com- 
pany made  manv  important  discoveries,  and  extended  their  establishments  throughout  the 
interior  of  North  America,  ami  to  within  the  Arctic  circle  and  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ; 

That  ill  the  year  1821  the  said  North-wi^st  Company  united  with  the  so-called  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  u  company  to  all  iuteiits  and  purpose's  ft)reign  to  the  interests  of  Cairada,  and 
owing  no  responsibiliiv  to  her; 

That  under  the  name  of  thp  Honourable  Hudson's  ISay  Company  they  advance  claims 
and  assume  rii:.hls  in  'irtiie  of  an  old  charter  of  Cliailes  11.,  granted  in  1669,  that  bearing  h 
date  i.early  100  years  before  that  this  country  had  ceased  to  be  an  appendage  to  the  criA\n 
of  France,  it  pertained  to  that  of  Great  Britain  ; 

'Ihat  under  such  preiendfd  authority  said  Uud-on's  Bay  Company  assume  a  power  to 
grant  away  and  sell  ti.e  lands  of  the  Crown,  acquired  by  conquest  and  ceded  to  it  by  the 
Treaty  of  1673; 

That  said  Company  have  also  assumed  the  power  to  enact  tariffs,  collect  custom^'  dues, 
and  levy  taxes  against  British  subjects,  and  have  enforced  unjust  and  arbitrary  laws,  in 
defiance  of  every  priiiciple  of  right  and  justice ; 

Your  petitioners  more  especially  pray  the  attention  of  your  Honourable  House  to  that 
region  of  country  designated  as  the  Chartered  Territory,  over  which  said  Company  exer- 
cises a  sovereignty  in  the  soil  as  well  as  a  monopoly  in  the  trade,  and  which  said  Com- 
pany claims  as  a  right  th.it  insures  to  them  in  perpetuo,  in  contradistinction  to  that  portion 
of  country  over  which  they  claim  an  exclusive  right  of  trade  but  for  a  limited  period 
only. 

Whilst  your  petitioners  believe  that  this  latter  claim  is  formded  upon  a  legal  right,  they 
humbly  submit  that  a  renewal  of  such  license  of  exclusive  trade  is  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  country  so  monopolised,  aid  in  contravention  of  the  rights  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray  that  your  Honourable  House  will  take  into 
consideration  the  subject  of  how  far  the  assumption  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  interferes  with  Canadian  rights,  and  as  to  the  necessity  of  more  parti- 
cularly declaring  the  boundaries  of  Canada  on  the  westwaid  and  on  the  northward,  and 
of  extending  throughout  the  protection  of  Canadian  laws,  and  the  benefits  of  Canadian 
institutions. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

(signed)  Thomas  Clarkson,  President. 

Charles  Robertson,  Secretary. 
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Letter  from  E.  A.  Meredith,  Esq.,  to  the  Hon.  Chief  Justice  Draper,  c.  b. 

Sir,  Secretary's  Office,  Toronto,  20  February  1857. 

I  HATE  the  honour,  by  command  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor-general,  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  hereby  his  Excellency's  instructions  for  your  guiilance.  in  connexion  with 
your  mission  to  England  as  the  special  agent  appointed  to  represent  Canadian  rights  and 
interests  before  the  proposed  Committee  of  tlie  House  of  Commons,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Territory. 

I  am  to  premise,  however,  that  as  it  is  impossible  to  anticipate  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
that  may  be  taken,  or  the  conclusion  that  may  be  arrived  at  by  the  Committee,  or  the  course 
which  ParUament  or  Her  Majesty's  Government  may  think  proper  to  adopt  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  it  is  not  in  his  Excellency's  power  to  convey  to  you  at  present  any 
instructions  of  a  precise  or  definite  character. 

His  Excellency  has,  however,  entire  confidence  in  your  knowledge  and  discretion,  and  he 
has  the  more  readily  intrusted  this  importani  mission  to  you,  inasmuch  as  your  high  position 
in  the  colony  removes  you  from  all  the  ordinary  influences  of  local  or  party  consideration. 

Immediately  on  your  arrival  in  London  you  will  place  yourself  in  communication  with 
he  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  (to  whom  these  instruc- 
ions  have  been  communicated),  and  as  soon  as  any  Parliamentary  Committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  or  Territory  is  constituted,  you  will  take  steps  for 
offering  to  afford  ail  information  in  your  power  relating  to  the  interest  or  claims  of 
Canada. 

You  will  consider  it  as  a  part  of  your  duty  to  watch  over  those  interests  by  correcting 
any  erroneous  impressions,  and  by  bringing  forward  any  claims  of  a  legal  or  equitable  kind 
which  this  province  may  possess  on  accoimt  of  its  territorial  position  or  past  history. 

You  will  not  consider  yourself  as  authorised  to  conclude  any  negotiation,  or  to  assent  to 
any  definite  plan  of  settlement  affecting  Canada,  without  reporting  the  particulars  of  the 
same,  and  your  own  views  thereon,  to  his  Excellency  in  Council. 

His  Excellency  has  full  and  complete  confidence  in  the  justice  and  consideration  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  and  he  is  sure  that  the  interests  and  feelings  of  Canada  will  be 
consulted  so  far  as  is  consistent  witii  right  and  justice.  The  people  of  Canada  desire 
nothing  more. 

His  Excellency  feels  it  particularly  necessary  that  the  importance  of  securing  the  north- 
west territory  against  the  sudden  and  unauthorised  influx  of  immigration  from  the  United 
States  should  be  strongly  pressed.  He  fears  that  the  continued  vacancy  of  this  great  tract, 
with  a  boundary  not  marked  on  the  soil  itself,  may  lead  to  future  loss  and  injury  both  to 
England  and  Canada.  He  wishes  you  to  urge  the  expediency  of  marking;  out  the  limits,  and 
so  protecting  the  frontier  of  the  lands  above  Lake  Superior,  about  the  Red  River,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Pacific,  as  efl'ectually  to  secure  them  against  violent  seizure  or  irregular  set- 
tlement until  the  advancing  tide  of  emigrants  from  Canada  and  the  United  Kingdom  may 
fairly  flow  into  them,  and  occupy  them  as  subjects  of  the  Qusen,  on  behalf  of  the  British 
empire. 

With  these  objects  in  view,  it  is  especially  important  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
should  guard  any  renewal  of  a  license  of  occupation  (should  such  be  determined  on),  or  any 
recognition  of  rights  by  the  Company,  by  such  stipulations  as  will  cause  such  license  or 
such  rights  not  10  interfere  with  the  fair  and  legitimate  occupation  of  tracts  adapied  for 
settlement. 

It  is  unnecessary,  of  course,  to  urge  in  any  way  the  future  importance  of  Vancouver's 
Island  as  the  key  to  all  British  North  America  on  the  side  of  the  Pacific,  situated  as  it  is 
between  the  extensive  seaboard  of  Russian  America  and  the  vast  territory  in  the  hands  of 
the  United  States. 

His  Excellency  cannot  foresee  the  course  wliich  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
may  see  fit  to  pursue  in  the  proposed  inquiry,  or  determine  beforehand  on  what  points 
evidence  may  be  required. 

At  any  moment,  however^  his  Excellency  will  be  ready  to  attend  to  your  suggestions, 
and  supply  such  information,  either  by  documentary  evidence,  or  by  witnesses  from  Canada, 
as  you  may  think  necessary,  and  he  may  he  able  to  send  over. 

You  will,  of  course,  act  upon  such  further  instructions  as  may  from  time  to  time  be 
conveyed  to  you  by  his  Excellency's  directions. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         E.  A.  Meredith, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
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Letter  from  R.  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  to  Major  Caldwell,  Governor  o^Assmboin. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  London,  5  April  1854. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  and  committee  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
several  letters,  dated  2d  and  18th  November,  and  12th  December,  with  their  respective 
enclosures. 

The  Governor  and  committee  approve  of  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Works  for  the 
purpose  of  attendina;  to  the  roads  and  bridoes  in  the  settlement,  and  are  glad  to  find  that 
the  councillors  are  on  the  whole  working  harnioiuously,  and,  they  trust,  beneficially  to  the 
interests  of  the  inhabitants. 

They  note  your  wisii  for  the  appointment  of  a  good  surveyor,  and  have  desired  Sir 
George  Simpson  to  look  out  for  a  suitable  person  in  Canada  ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  he 
will  succeed  in  obtaining  one  this  season. 

The  Governor  and  committee  trust  that  the  course  you  pursued  with  the  five  deserters 
from  the  service  of  the  fur  trade  will  have  a  good  effect  in  preventing  such  conduct  in 
future. 

The  Minutes  of  Council  held  on  tlie  18th  October  and  8th  December  are  approved  of. 

With  respect  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  competency  of  the  Court  of  Assiniboin  lo  adjudi- 
cate in  civil  cases  exceeding  tiie  amount  of  200  /.,  I  am  to  inform  you  that  that  court  being 
held  under  the  authority  of  the  charter  within  the  limits  of  Rupert's  Land,  its  powers  are 
not  restricted  as;  to  the  amount  upon  which  adjudication  may  be  made,  the  rights  held  under 
the  charier  being  reserved  by  the  last  clause  of  the  Act  Geo.  4,  c.  6G. 

I  am  also  directed  to  inform  you,  with  reference  to  the  petition  of  the  Presbyterian  con- 
gregation of  Red  River,  that  neither  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Assiniboin,  nor  tlie 
•Governor  and  committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  have  the  power  of  incorporating 
any  body  of  men  for  any  purpose  whatever.  The  property  held  by  the  Presbyterian  con- 
gregation must  therefore  be  vested  in  trustees,  as  it  is  at  present ;  and  you  will  be  pleased 
to  communicate  this  to  the  parties  interested. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Johnson,  Q.  C,  of  the  Montreal  Bar,  who  has  been  appointed  recorder  of 
Rupert's  Land,  assessor  and  legal  adviser  to  the  Governor  of  Assiniboin,  and  to  the  Com'- 
pany,  will  proceed  by  the  spring  c.inoes  to  Red  River,  and  will  assume  the  law  library  now 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Thorn. 

From  the  accounts  they  have  had  of  Mr.  Johnson's  ability  and  disposition,  the  Governor 
and  committee  have  every  expectation  that  he  will  act  cordially  with  you  for  the  general 
benefit  of  the  settlement  under  your  charge. 

The  account  you  give  of  the  abundant, supply  of  agricultural  and  plain  provisions  is  very 
satisfactory;  and,  trusting  that  nothing  may  occur  to  disturb  the  peace  and  prospects  of 
the  settlement, 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)        R.  G.  Smith, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
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PETITION  of  Inhabitants  and  Natives  of  the  Settlement  situated  on  the  Red  River, 
in  the  Assiniboin  Country,  British  North  America. 


To  the  Honourable  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  Canada,  in 

Parliament  assembled, 

"I'he  Petition  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants  and  Natives  of  the  Settlement  situated  on  the 
Red  River,  in  the  Assiniboin  Country,  British  North  America. 

Humbly  showeth, 

That  many  years  ago  a  body  of  British  emigrants  were  induced  to  settle  in  this  country 
under  very  tiattering  promises  made  to  them  by  the  late  Earl  of  Selkirk,  and  under  certain 
contracts. 

All  those  promises  and  contracts  which  had  led  them  to  hope  that,  protected  by  British 
laws,  they  would  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  have  been  evaded. 

On  the  coalition  of  the  rival  companies,  many  of  us,  Europeans  and  Canadians,  settled 
with  our  families  around  this  nucleus  of  civilization  in  the  wilderness,  in  full  expectation 
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Appendix,  No.  15.  that  none  would  interrupt  our  enjoyment  of  these  privileges  which  we  believe   to  be   ours 

by  birthright,  and  which  are  secured   to  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects  in  any  other  British 

colony. 

We  have  paid  large  sums  of  money  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  for  land,  yet  we 
cannot  obtain  deeds  for  the  same.  The  Company's  agents  have  made  sevaial  attempts  to 
force  upon  us  deeds  whic  h  would  reduce  ourselves  and  our  posterity  to  the  most  abject 
slavery  under  that  body.  As  evidence  of  this,  we  append  a  copy  of  such  deeds  as  have 
been  offered  to  us  for  signature. 

Under  what  we  believe  to  be  a  fictitious  charter,  but  which  the  Company's  agents  have 
maintained  to  be  the  fundamental  law  of  "  Rupert's  Land,"  we  have  lieen  prevented  the 
receivini:  in  exchange  the  peltries  of  our  country  for  any  of  the  products  of  our  labour,  and 
have  bten  forbidden  giving  peltries  in  exchange  for  any  of  the  imported  necessaries  of  life, 
under  the  penalty  of  beinu  imprisoned,  and  of  having  our  property  confiscated  ;  we  have 
been  forbidden  to  take  peltries  in  exchange  even  for  food  supplied  to  famishing  Indians. 

'I  he  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  clerks,  with  an  armed  police,  have  entered  into  settlers' 
houses  in  quest  of  furs,  and  confisi  ated  all  they  found.  One  poor  settler,  after  having  his 
goods  seized,  had  his  house  burnt  to  the  ground,  and  afterwards  was  conveyed  prisoner  to 
York  Factory. 

The  Company's  first  legal  adviser  in  this  colony  has  declared  our  navigating  the  lakes 
and  rivers  between  this  colon v  and  Hudson's  Bay  with  any  articles  of  our  produce  to  be 
illegal.  The  same  authority  has  declared  our  selling  of  English  yoods  in  this  colony  to  be 
illeo'cil. 

On  our  annual  commercial  journeys  into  Minnesota,  we  have  been  pursued  li'ne  felons 
by  armed  constables,  whi>  searched  our  property,  even  by  breaking  open  our  trunks:  all 
furs  found  weie  confiscated. 

This  interference  with  those  of  aboriginal  descent  had  been  carried  to  such  extent  as  to 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  settlement. 

Thns  we,  the  inhabitants  of  this  land,  have  been  and  are  constrained  to  beho'd  the 
valuable  commercial  productions  of  our  country  exported  for  the  exclusive  profit  of  a  com- 
pany of  traders  who  are  stran^ieis  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country. 

\Ve  are  by  necessity  compelled  to  use  many  articles  of  their  importation,  for  which  we 
pay  from  one  hundred  to  four  hundred  per  cent,  on  prime  cost,  while  we  are  prohibited 
expoitin>i  those  jiroductions  of  our  own  country  and  industry,  which  we  could  exchange  for 
the  necessaries  (  f  lile- 

This  country  is  governed  and  legislated  for  by  two  distinct  Legislative  Councds,  in 
constituting  of  vi'h'ch,  we  have  no  voice,  the  members  of  the  highest  holding  their  office  of 
couhciilors  by  virtue  of  rank  in  the  Company's  seivice.  This  body  passes  laws  affecting 
our  interest ;  as,  for  instance,  in  1815  it  decieed  that  -20  percent,  dutv  would  be  levied 
on  the  imports  of  all  who  were  suspected  of  trading  in  furs ;  this  duty  to  be  paid  at  York 
Factory.  Again,  in  1854,  the  same  body  passed  a  resolution  imposing  12|  per  cent,  on  all 
the  goods  landed  for  the  colony  at  York  Factory. 

'1  he  local  legislature  consists  of  the  Governor,  who  is  also  judge,  and  who  holds  his 
appointments  from  the  Company  :  they  are  appointed  by  the  same  body,  and  are,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  dependent  on  that  bodv.  This  Council 
imposes  taxes,  creates  offences,  and  punishes  the  same  by  fines  and  inipiisotnnents,  (i.  e.)  the 
Goveirior  and  Council  make  the  laws,  judge  the  laws,  and  execute  their  own  sentence. 
We  have  no  voice  in  thdr  selection,  neither  have  we  any  constitutional  means  of  conti oiling; 
their  action. 

O'-ir  lands  ate  fertile,  and  easily  cultivated,  but  the  exclusive  system  of  Hudson's  Bav 
Company  effectually  pi'ohibils  the  tiller  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  the  adventurer  in  any  other 
industrial  pursuit,  fjom  devoting  his  energies  to  those  labours  which,  while  producing  to 
the  individual  prosperity  and  wealth,  contribute  to  the  general  advantage  of  the  settlement 
at  large. 

Under  this  system  our  energies  are  paralysed,  and  discontent  is  increasiniz'  to  such  a 
degree,  that  events  fatal  to  British  interest,  and  ptirticularly  to  the  interest  of  Can. da,  and 
even  to  civilization  nnd  humanity,  may  soon  take  place. 

Our  country  is  bordering  on  Minnesota  territory  :  a  trade  fir  some  vears  has  been  carried 
on  between  us.  We  are  there  met  by  very  high  duties  on  all  articles  which  we  import  into 
th  t  territory,  the  benefits  of  the  Reciprocity  Treaty  not  being  extended  to  us.  Notwith- 
standia;:-  this,  the  trade  has  Lioiie  on  increasing,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  ;  we  have  already 
great  cause  to  envy  those  laws  and  those  commercial  advantages  which  we  see  enjoyed  bv 
our  1  eiulibours,  and  which,  wherever  they  exist,  are  productive  of  prosperity  and  wealth. 

As  British  subjects,  we  desire  that  the  same  liberty  and  freedom  of  conunerce,  as  well  as 
secuiitv  of  property,  may  be  granted  to  us  as  is  enjoyed  in  all  other  possessions  of  the 
Britisii  (wown,  which  liberty  is  become  essentially  necessary  to  our  prosperity,  and  to  the 
tranquillity  of  this  colony. 

We  i:elieve  that  the  colony  in  which  we  live  is  a  portion  of  that  territory  which  became 
attached  to  the  Crown  of  England  by  the  Treaty  of  1763,  and  that  the  dominion  heretofoie 
exercised  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  is  an  usurpation  antagonistic  to  civilization  and  to 
the  be-t  interests  of  the  Canadian  people,  whose  laws  being  extended  to  us,  will  guarantee 
the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  and  Hberties  which  would  leave  us  nothing  to  envy  in  the 
institutions  of  the  neighbouring  territory. 

When  we  contemplaite  the  mighty  tide  of  immigration  which  has  flowed  towards  the  north 
these  six  years  past,  and  has  already  filled  the  valley  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  with  settlers, 

and 
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and  wliich  will  this  year  flow  over  the  height  of  land  and  fill  up  the  valley  of  the  Red  River,    Appendix  No.  IS. 
is  there  no  danpjer  of  being  carried  away  by  thai  flood,  and  that  we  ri;ay  thereby  lose  our  — 

nationality  ?  We  love  the  British  name  I  We  are  proud  of  that  slorious  fabric,  the 
British  Constitution,  raised  by  the  wisdom,  cemented  and  hallowed  by  the  blood  of  our 
forefathers. 

We  have  represented  our  orievances  to  the  Imperial  Government,  but  through  tlie 
chicanery  of  the  Com^pany  and  its  false  representations  we  have  not  been  heard,  and  much 
less  have  our  grievances  been  redressed.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  we  have  no  other 
choice  than  the  Canadian  plough  and  printing  press,  or  the  American  rifle  and  pLij^iuve 
Slave  law. 

We,  therefore,  as  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  of  the  British  Crown  humbly  pray  that  Your 
Honourable  House  will  take  into  yf>ur  immediate  consideration  the  subject  of  tliis  our 
petition,  and  that  such  measures  may  be  devised  and  adopted  as  will  extend  to  us  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Canadian  Guvernuient,  laws  and  institutions,  and  make  us  equal  participators 
in  those  rights  and  liberties  enjoyed  by  British  subjects  in  whateyer  part  of  the  world  they 
■reside- 
Wherefore,  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

(signed)         Roderick  Kenni'dy, 

and  574  others. 


AGREEMENT. 

This  indenture,  made  the  13th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1844,  betweerj  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  Adventurers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  of  the  one 
part,  and  John  Slater,  of  Red  River  settlement,  farmer,  of  the  other  purl.  Whereas  the 
said  John  Slater  is  desirous  of  becoming  a  settler  upon  the  said  hereinafter  described  f)r 
intended  so  to  be,  beins:  certain  part  of  a  territory  in  North  America,  belonging  to  the  said 
Governor  and  Company,  and  held  under  the  Crown  by  charter.  Now,  therefore,  this 
indenture  wituesseth,  that  in  consideration  of  the  said  John  Slater  having  acquired  ntiht  to 
the  title  formerly  held  by  Peter  Erasmus  to  one  of  the  undermentioned  parcels  of  land,  and 
of  the  said  John  Slater's  past  services  as  regards  tiie  nther  parcel  of  land,  and  in  considera- 
tion also  of  the  covenants  hereinafter  contained  on  the  part  of  the  said  John  Slater,  they 
the  said  Governor  and  Company  do  hereby  grant,  demise"  and  lease  unto  the  said  John 
Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  50  statute  acres,  with  four  chains  frontage, 
of  that  parcel  of  land  described  in  the  survey  of  Red  River  settlement,  as  No.  123,  and 
also  50  statute  acres,  with  four  chains  frontage,  of  that  adjoining  parcel  of  land  described 
in  the  said  survey  as  No.  124 ;  both  parcels  being  described  therein,  with  the  necessary  appur- 
tenances thereto,  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  piece  or  parcel  of  land  hereby  demised,  or 
intended  so  to  be,  and  every  part  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances,  unto  the  said  John 
Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  from  the  day  next  before  the  day  of  the 
date  of  these  presents,  and  for  and  during  and  unto  the  full  teiin  of  1,000  years  thence  next 
ensuing,  yielding  and  paying  therefi ire,  yearly,  and  every  year  during  the  said  ttrni,  and 
upon  the  Michaelmas-day  in  each  year,  the  rent  or  sum  of  three  pepper-corns,  the  first  pay- 
ment whereof  to  be  made  upon  the  •29th  dav  of  December  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof; 
and  the  said  John  8!ater  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrati  rs,  doth  hereby 
covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  in  manner  following;  that  is  to 
say,  that  the  said  Jolm  Slater  shall  or  will,  within  40  days  from  the  date  hereof,  sette  or 
establish  himself  or  theiDselves,  and  continue  to  reside  upon  the  said  hereby  demised  land, 
and  shall  or  will,  within  five  years  from  the  datj  of  these  presents,  brins  or  cause  or  procure 
to  be  brought  into  a  state  of  cultivation,  one-sixth  part  of  the  said  hereby  demised  land, 
and  henceforth  continue  the  same  in  such  state,  and  that  the  said  John  Slater,  his  execu- 
tors, administrators  or  assigns,  shall  or  will  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  duiing  the 
said  term,  contribute  in  a  due  proportion  to  the  expense  of  all  public  establishments,  whether 
of  an  ecclesiasticril,  civil,  military,  or  other  nature,  including  therein  the  maintenance  of  the 
clergy,  the  building  and  endowment  of  schools,  which  are  or  shall  or  may  be  formed  under 
the  authority  of  the  chaiter  or  charters  hereinbefore  referred  to.  And  also  that  he  or  they 
at  proper  seasons,  in  every  year,  and  on  towards  the  making  and  repairing  of  such  loads 
and  highways,  as  lie  within  two  miles  from  the  said  hereby  demised  premises,  shall  and  will 
employ  himself  or  themselves,  and  his  or  their  servants,  horses,  cattle,  carts  and  carriages, 
and  other  necessary  things  for  that  purpose,  where  and  when  required  so  to  do  by  the  sur- 
veyor or  overseer  for  the  time  being,  -ippointed  for  the  making  and  amending  puidic  roads, 
bridges  and  highways  within  such  limit  as  aforesaid  ;  such  requisition  nevertheless,  in  point 
of  time,  not  to  exceed  six  days  in  each  year,  computed  day  by  day,  and  from  Michaelm;is  to 
Michaelmas;  and  shall  or  will  use  his  or  their  emleavours,  for  the  benefit  and  support  of 
the  clergy,  to  whom,  or  whose  communion  he  or  they  shall  belong,  himself  or  themselves, 
or  his  or  their  servants,  horses,  cattle,  carts,  and  carriages,  and  other  things  necessary  for 
the  purpose,  not  exceeding  at  and  after  the  rate  of  three  days  in  the  spring,  and  three  days 
in  the  autumn  of  each  year,  and  in  every  other  respect  whom,  ai  d  whereby  the  clergyman 
shall  appoint;  and  also  that  the  said  John  Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
shall  not,  nor  will,  without  the  license  or  consent  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  for 
that  purpose  first  obtained,  carry  on  or  estabhsh,  or  attempt  to  carry  on  or  establish  in 
any  parts  of  North  America,  any, trade  or  traffic  in  or  relating  to  any  kind  of  skin,  furs  or 
peltries,  nor  dressed  leather,  nor  ia  any  manner  directly  or  indirectly,  aid  or  abet  any  person 
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Appendix,  No.  15.  o""  persons  in  carrying  on  such  trade  or  traffic,  nor  shall  nor  will  at  any  time  or  times  during 

said  term,  distil  or  procure,  or  cause  to  be  distilled  spirituous  liquors  of  any  nature  or  kind 

soever,  either  upon  the  land  hereby  demised,  or  within  any  other  part  of  tlie  territories 
belonging  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  North  America,  nor  during  the  said  term, 
knowingly  suffer    or  permit  any  other  person  or  persiins  whomsoever,  to  distil  any  such 
liquors  upon  the  said  demised  lands  or  any  part,  thereof;  and  also,  that  the  said  John  Slater, 
his  executors,  administrators  and  assiojns,  shall  not,  nor  will  at  any  time  export  beyond  the 
territories  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  any  effects  being  the  produce  of  the  said  land, 
or  acquired  by  the  said  Joliu  Slater,  his  executor-,  administrators   and  assigns,  within  the 
territories  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  intended  so  to  be  exported  by  him  the 
said  John  Slater,  his  executors,  administrMiors  and  assigns  other  than  and  except  at  Port 
Nelson  (one  of  the  ports  belonging  to  the  said  Company)  and  in  ships  or  vessels  belonoing  to 
or  in  the  service  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  port  of  London, 
and  there  to  be  lodged  and  deposited  in  some  one  of  their  warehouses  belonging  to  or  used 
for  th:it  purpose  by  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  with  power  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
the  same  effects,  on  account  of  the  said   John  Slater,  his    executors,  administrators  and 
asMgns,  and  also  shall  not,  nor  will  import  any  goods  or  effects  into  the  territories  of  the 
said  Governor  and  Company  in  North  America  or  any  part  thereof,  other  than  and  except 
from  the  said  port  of  London,  and  through  some  one  of  the  warehouses  of  goods  in  the  said 
port  of  London,  and  other  than  and  except  in  a  vessel  or  vessels,  ship  or  ships  belonging  to  the 
said  Governor  and  Company,  or  in  their  service;  and  alfo  that  he  or  they  shall  or  will  pay 
and  allow  to  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  respect  of  all  ^uch  produce,  goods  and 
commodities,  whether  exported  or  imported,  all  charges  as  and  for  and  in  the  nature  of 
gaugage,  wharfage,  warehouse-room,  and  commission  for  sale,  which. shall  be  or  constitute 
the  average  price  or  prices  in  similar  cases,  together  with  such  charge  for  freightage  as  shall 
at  the  time  or  respective  times  be  fair  and  reasonable,  iind  shall  or  will  allow  and  pay  as  in 
the  nature  of  a  custom  or  duty,  any  sum  not  exceeding  5  Z.  for  and  upon  tvery  100  Z.  or 
value  or  amount  of  the  produce,  goods,  and  commodities  which  shall  or  may  be  conveyed  to 
or  from  Port  Nelson  from  or  to  the  port  of  London  as  aforesaid,  and  so  in  proportion  for 
a  less  quantity  or  value,  or  in  amount  than  100  /.,  unless  the  same  kind  of  produce,  goods 
and  commodities  shall  be  subject  to  a  higher  rate  of  duty  on  importation  at  Quebec,  and 
then  in  cases  of  importation,  that  he  or  they  shall  and  will  pay  and  allow  unto  the  said 
Governor  and  Company  sums  at  and  after  the  same  rate  as  shall  be  paid  or  payable  at  Quebec, 
such  value  or  amount  to  be  from  time  to  time  fixed,  and  as  contained  in  all  cases  of  import 
by  and  upon  the  actual  and   hondjide  invoice  prices,  and  in  all  cases  ot  ex|:iort  by  the  net 
proceeds  of  sales  at  London  aforesaid,  and  the  said  John  Slater  for  himself,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors and  administrators,  doth  hereby  further  covenant  with  the  said  Governor  and  Com- 
pany, and  their  successors,  that  he  the  said  John  Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assiiins,  will  use  his  and  their  best  endeavours  to  maintain  the  defence  and  interna)  peace  of 
the  territories  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company  in  Noith  America,  and  shall  and  will  be 
ehari;eable  therewith  according  to  such  laws  and  regulations  as  are  now  in  force  in  respect 
of  the  same  territories,  or  shall  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  competent  authority ;  and  also 
that  the  said  John  Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  not,  nor  will  at  any 
time  or  times  during  the  said  term,  attempt  or  by  any  direct  or  indirect,  mediate  (ir  immediate 
manner,    ways  or  means,    infringe  or  violate,    or    set  about   or  to  infriniie  or  violate,  or 
aid,  assist  or  abet,  or  set  about  or  attempt  to  aid  to  assist  or  abet,  or  supply  with  spirituous 
liquors,  trading  goods,  provisions  or  other  necessaries,  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever, 
corporate  or  incorporate,  or  any  prince,  power,  or  potentate  or  state  whatsoever,  who  shall 
infringe  or  violate,  or  who  shall  set  about  or  attempt  to  infringe  or  violate  the  exclusive 
I'ights,  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  or  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining  to, 
or  held,  used  or  enjoyed  by  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  successors,  under 
the  charter  or  charters,  without  the  license  or  cimsent  of  the  said  Governor  and  Company, 
and  their  successors  for  the  time  being,  first  had  and  obtained  ;  and  lastly,  that  he  the  said 
John  Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  >hall  not  nor  will  at  any  time  durino- 
the  said  term,  underlet  or  assign  or  otherwise  alienate  or  dispose  or  part  with  the  actual 
possession  of  the  said  land  hereby  demised,  or  any  part  thereof,  for  all  or  any  part  of  the 
said  term,  or  any  interest  demised  under  the  same,  without  the  consent  in  writmg  of  the 
said  Governor  and  Company  for  the  time  being  first  had  and  obtained  ;    and  also,  that 
the  said  John  Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  or  will,  within  six  calendar 
months  from  the  date  hereof  as  to  these  presents,  and  within  six  calendar  months  from  the- 
date  of  such  respective  assignment,  and  underlease  to   be  made  under  or  throui^h  these 
presents,  and   with  respect  to  such  assignment  and  underlease  respectively,    cause    these 
presents,  and  every  such  assignment  or  underlease,  when  made,    to  be  registered  in  the 
register  of  the  said  teriitories  in  North  Amreica,  or  of  the  district  in  which  the  said  hereby 
demised  land  ^hall  be  situate,  and  wherever  such  rej:ister  shall  be  kept  at  the  tiiiie. 

Provided  always,  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  aiireed,  that  ii  the  said  John 
Slater,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  not  in  all  things  well  and  truly  observe 
and  perform  all  and  every  the  covenants  and  agreement  herein  contained,  on  his  or  their 
behalf  to  be  observed  and  performed,  then  and  in  either  of  such  cases,  and  either  upon  or 
after  the  first  breach  or  any  subsequent  breach  or  breaches  of  the  covenant,  and  as  to  any 
subsequent  breech  or  breaches,  notwithstanding  there  may  have  been  any  waiver  or  waivers 
or  supposed  waiver  or  waivers  thereof  hy  the  acceptance  of  rent  or  otherwise,  it  shall  or 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  and  their  succe-^sors  or  assigns 
to  enter  into  and  upon  the  said  hereby  demised  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  in  the  name  of 

the 
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the  whole  thereof,  and  to  have,  to  hold,  retain  and  enjoy  the  same  as  in  their  former  state,    Appendix,  No.  15^ 

and  also  to  put  an  end  to  and  determine  the  same  term  of  1,000  years,  or  so  much  thereof  as  

shall  be  then  unexpired,  and  all  and  eery  person  or  persons  then  occupying;  the  same  pre- 
mises, or  claiming  title  thereto,  to  put  out  and  remove,  anything;  hereinbefore  contained  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  In  witness  whereof  the  said  parties  to  these  presents  have 
hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in"]  For  the  Governor  and  Company  afoiesaid, 


presence    of   Geo.    Taylor,  I  Duncan  Finlayson, 

of    Red    River   Settlement,!  Govern 

Surveyor,  and  ^  John  x  Slater. 


John  Black,  of  the  same  place,"! 
Clerk  in  the  service  of  the 
said  Governor  and  Company.J 


Countersigned,  George  Ta^jIor,\  ^r-^^^^^^^^ 
John  Ulack,      J 
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LETTER  from  the  Committee  of  the  Aborigines  Protection  Society  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Henry  Labouchere,  m.p.,  Chairman. 
Sir, 
The  condition  and  circumstances  of  the  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  vast  territory  under 
the  administration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  for  many  years  enoaged  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Aborigines    Protection    Society,   who  have  witnes-^ed    with  deep  interest  the 
movement  which  has  resulted  in  the  inquiry  now  pendint::  before  the  Select  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons. 

Impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  movement  as  affecting  the  future  destiny  not  onlv 
of  the  wide  region  conceded  by  charter  to  the  power  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  but 
that  of  the  adjoining  provinces  of  Canada,  with  which  its  interests  are  so  intimately  inter- 
woven, the  Society  took  early  steps  to  procure  such  facts  and  information  relating'  to  the 
territory  and  its  inhabitants  as  were  accessible  to  them,  and  have  on  various  occasions 
brought  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

Apart  from  all  considerations  of  humanity,  they  could  not  be  unmindful  of  the  circum- 
stance that  while  in  too  many  instances,  in  other  portions  of  our  colonial  dominions,  the 
aboriginal  proprietors  of  the  soil  have  been  viewed  as  an  obstruction  to  the  advancing 
interests  and  exigencies  of  the  white  settlers  who  have  displaced  them,  both  policy  and 
humanity  must  concur  in  the  preservation  and  just  treatment  of  the  native  races  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay,  who  are  the  support  of  an  important  and  lucrative  commerce,  and  the  real 
producers  of  the  vast  wealth,  amounting,  on  competent  authority,  to  more  than  20  millions 
sterling,  with  which  the  fur  trade  has  already  enriched  England. 

The  Society  trust  that  tliey  are  not  too  far  presuming  if  they  desire  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  present  opportunity  to  submit  their  views  on  the  important  subject  at  present  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  They  beg  to  assure  the 
Committee  that  in  so  doing  they  have  been  most  anxious  not  unreasonably  to  intrude  on 
their  attention  by  raising  merely  theoretical  discussions.  They  have  watched  the  progress 
of  the  evidence  with  great  interest,  and  they  have  collected  with  much  care,  both  from 
public  sources  and  from  private  and  personal  communications  with  individuals,  such  facts 
and  information  bearing,  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  aboriginal  race  as  appeared 
to  them  calculated  to  aid  the  investigation  now  in  progress,  by  throwing  additional  liiiht 
upon  points  where  the  evidence  has  been  defective,  oi"  by  suggesting  considerations  whicii 
may  lead  to  further  inquiry,  and  to  such  an  enlarged  view  of  our  connexions  with  the  Indian 
tribes  as  may  tend  to  the  adoption  of  proper  measures  for  their  future  improvement  and 
preservation. 

The  subjects  which  appear  to  the  Society  to  be  deserving  of  special  attention  in  connexion 
with  the  present  inquiry,  and  on  which  they  would  respectfully  offer  a  few  observations 
embodying  the  information  they  have  been  able  to  procure,  are  the  following  : — 

1.  The  general  character,  geographical  distribution,  find  estimated  numbers  of  the  tribes 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay. 

2.  Their  rapid  decrease,  and  threatened  extinction. 

a.  The  character  and  operation  of  the  system  of  trade  and  administration  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  as  connected  with  this  decrease. 

4.  The  prevalence  of  famines,  and  their  effects. 

5.  The  result  of  missionary  operations,  in  reference  to  the  capacity  of  the  Indian  for  the 
habits  of  civilised  life.  t 

6.  The  prospects  of  the  Indian  race  under  the  contemplated  annexation  of  the  Hud f^ en's 
Bay  "territory  to  Canada. 

c.2ijl— Sess.  2.  3  K.  Notwithstand  ing 
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Appendix,  ,No.  16.       Notwithstanding  the  diversity  of  petty  independent  tribes,  of  whom  bstween  50  and  GO 

.  names  are  found  scattered  over  the  surface  of  this  wide  region,  there  does  not  appear  at  the 

present  day  to  be  moie  than  six  languages  of  a  radically  distinct  character  in  the   whole 
area  of  British  North  America. 

1.  Beginning  from  the  north,  the  Esquimaux,  an  exclusively  maritime  family,  occupy 
the  entire  circumference  of  tlie  Arctic  coast  of  the  American  continent,  from  Russian 
America  on  the  west  to  Labrador  on  the  east 

2.  The  Kolooch,  comprising  c;ieat  variety  of  tribes,  many  of  whom  are  also  maritime  in 
their  habits,  occupy  a  lar;ie  portion  of  British  Oregon  and  of  Russian  America,  and  extend 
eastwaid  to  M'Kenzie's  River, 

a.  The  Athabascan  or  Cliepeviyan,  a  wide-spread  iaraily,  conterminons  on  the  north  with 
the  previously  mentioned  family,  extend  from  Fort  Churchill  to  Hudson's  Bay,  across  the 
entire  continent,  through  new  Caledonia  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  British  Oiegon  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

4.  The  great  Algonquin  division,  the  largest  of  all  the  North  American  groups,  subtend 
the  Athabascans  on  the  north,  and  extend  in  a  southerly  direction  far  into  the  territory  of 
the  United  States.  They  include  the  well-known  tribes  the  Delawares,  Crees,  Chippewas, 
&c.,  besides  many  now  extinct  races. 

5.  The  Iroquois,  completely  surrounded  by  and  inclosed  in  the  vast  area  of  the  Al^on- 
quins,  formed  the  famous  confederacy  of  the  fur  nations,  whose  original  area  comprised  the 
greater  portion  of  the  present  limits  of  Canada,  and  extended  southwards  as  far  as  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York. 

6.  Disregardin:;-  minor  subdivisions,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  country  included 
between  ihe  limits  of  the  Algonquins  and  the  Rocky  Mountains  may  be  considered  as  in 
the  occupancy  of  the  Sioux,  at  the  piesent  day  by  far  the  mo^t  nunieious  and  warlike 
native  contedeiacy  of  North  America.  The  Sioux  are  dominant  over  the  vast  praiiie 
region  watered  by  the  Missouri  and  the  upper  waters  of  the  Saskatchewan.  To  quote  the 
language  of  a  recent  writer,  "The  Iroquois  and  Ali^onquins  exhibit  in  the  most  typical 
form  the  characteristics  of  the  North  American  Indians,  as  found  in  the  earliest  descrip- 
tions, and  they  are  the  two  families  upon  which  the  current  notions  respecting  the  phy- 
siognomy, habits,  and  moral  and  intellectual  powers  of  the  so-called  Red  Race  are  chieflv 
founded.  As  a  general  rule,  though  not  without  important  exceptions,  the  Al^ontiuin  and 
Iroquois  classes  lie  to  the  east  of  the  ^lississippi,  and  their  original  area  was  the  reoion  of 
the  forest  rather  than  the  prairie  ;  "  a  remark  which  applies  also  to  the  Koiooch  and  Atha- 
bascans, who  are  usually  classed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  traders  under  the  general  designa- 
tion of  Thickwood  Indians.  In  the  accompanying  JMap,  coloured  ethnologically,  the  liuiits 
of  the  great  division  just  mentioned,  together  with  the  localities  of  the  most  important 
tribes  of  which  tiiey  consist,  are  indicated  with  as  much  precision  as  the  nature  of  the 
subjirct  will  allow.  For  the  convenience  of  comparison,  a  statement  of  the  numbers  and 
distribution  of  the  Indian  tiibes  as  far  south  as  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  based  on  the  Reports 
of  the  (Jnited  States  Commissioners  on  Indian  Affairs,  has  been  added  ;  and  the  whole  it 
is  believed,  e.\hibits  a  summary  of  information  from  the  most  recent  and  reliable  sf;urces  in 
regaid  to  the  Indian  tribes  of  North  America,  as  complete  as  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge  admits. 

The  data  for  estimating  the  past  and  present  population  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories 
are  by  no  means  satisfactory.  The  census  ^.iven  in  evidence  before  the  present  Committee 
by  Sir  George  Simpson,  of  55,570  for  the  entire  territory  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains 
would  seem  to  indicate,  from  the  vast  disproportion  betv^een  the  population  and  the  extent  of 
the  territory  they  occupy,  that  here,  as  in  other  parts  of  the  North  American  continent,  the 
aboriginal  race  is  rapidly  wasting  away.  The  testimony  of  travellers  to  tliis  painful  fact  is 
uniform  and  emphatic.  '•  Since  1829,"  says  Mr.  Parker,  an  American  writer,  speaking;  of 
the  tiibes  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  "  probably  seven-eighths,  if  not,  as  Dr.  M'Lauo^lin 
(the  superintendent  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  affairs  in  that  quarterl  believes,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  entire  populatioia  have  been  swept  away  by  disease,  principally  fever  and 
ague.  The  malignancy  of  these  diseases  may  have  been  increased  by  predisposino-  causes 
such  as  intemperance  and  the  general  spread  of  venereal,  since  their  intercourse  with  Euro- 
peans; but  a  more  direct  cause  of  the  great  mortality  was  their  mode  of  treatment.'' 

Among  other  causes  of  this  lamentable  waste  of  Indian  life,  the  decrease  of  the  o-ame 
upon  which  the  Indians  subsisted  has  been  much  dv/elt  upon.  The  subject  is  one  of  oreat 
importance  in  reference  to  the  future  disposition  of  these  territories ;  and  as  it  is  also^inti- 
mately  connected  with  the  system  of  trade  carried  on  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  it 
appears  to  the  Society  to  call  for  most  serious  attention. 

The  destructive  influences  operating  on  the  Indians,  from  the  prevalence  of  epidemic 
diseases  and  the  habits  of  intemperance,  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  rather  of  a  temporary 
than  a  permanent  character.  How  far  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  employed  their 
full  influence  in  preventing  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors,  and  arrestino-  the  spread 
of  European  diseases,  are  questions  which  will  doubtless  receive  the  careful  attention  of 
the  Committee.  The  daily  operation  and  tendency  of  the  Company's  system  in  the 
destruction  of  the  game,  which  necessarily  forms  the  sole  support  of  a  hunting-  population 
is  of  greater  importance  as  respects  the  future  prospects  of  the  country  and  the  fate  of  its' 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  The  furs  of  wild  animals  forminc;-  the  sole  articles  of  export  from 
the  country,  the  business  of  hunting  and  trapping  falls  exclusively  on  the  Indians-  and  to 
satisfy  the  den)ands  of  the  traders,  whose  profits  depend  upon  the  amount  of  the  returns  it 
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is  pursued  by  them  very  far  beyond  what  would  be  required  to  supply  the  personal  wants  -Appendix,  No.  16. 
of  a  simple  people  subsisting  by  the  chase.  Differing  Avholiy  in  its  nature  from  a  trade  in 
manufactured  articles,  demand,  does  not  in  this  case  increase  supply^  but  the  ratio  is 
necessarily  reversed.  It  is  asserted,  indeed,  that  the  Company's  regulations  prevent,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  animals  producing  the  finer  furs,  by  discou- 
raging the  trade  in  the  skins  of  the  young  and  tliose  i<illed  at  improper  seasons.  Such 
regulations  do  not  extend,  however,  to  the  larger  animals — the  buffalo,  tiie  moose,  and  the 
deer — whose  flesh  is  adapted  for  the  food  of  man,  immense  herds  of  which  are  wantonly 
destroyed  for  tlie  sake  of  their  tongues  alone,  to  supply  a  delicacy  for  the  table. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  as  the  demands  of  such  a  system  increase,  the  difficulty  of  meet- 
ing them  becoming  proportionately  great,  the  more  the  furs  are  required,  the  greater  must 
be  tiie  difficulty  in  finding  and  killing  the  animals  ;  more  fatiguing  and  longer-continued 
huntmg  expeditions  aie  required:  and,  as  the  population  itself  decreases  and  the  hunters 
become  fewer,  the  labour  of  procuring  the  furs  becomes  more  onerous  on  the  survivors. 
The  result  is  inevitable  :  the  children  and  old  persons  perish  or  suffer,  and  settlement  and 
progressive  improvement  become  impossible  tven  those  acts  which  exercised  native  inge- 
nuity and  skill,  and  sufficed  originally  for  subsistence  suited  to  their  primitive  condition  and 
simple  wants,  are  abandoned  or  forgotten,  as  the  manufactured  articles  sold  by  the  Company 
are  often  more  effectual  as  well  as  more  easily  obtained.  To  complete  their  entire  depend- 
ence upon  the  Company,  they  are,  by  the  custom  of  giving  all  the  articles  supplied  to  them 
on  credit,  invariably  kept  in  debt — another  powerful  means  of  repressing  the  energies  and 
advancement  of  any  people,  whether  barbarous  or  civilised. 

The  practical  operation  of  such  a  system  cannot  perhaps  be  better  described  than  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  M'Lean,  himself  a  partner  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  in  his  recently 
published  work,  "  Notes  of  a  Twenty-five  years'  residence  in  Hudson's  Bay,"  has  the  follow- 
ing remarks  on  the  subject : — 

"  That  the  Indians  wantonly  destroy  the  game  in  years  of  deep  snow,  is  true  enough, 
but  the  snow  fell  to  as  great  depth  before  the  advent  of  the  whites  as  after,  and  the  Indians 
were  as  prone  to  slaughter  the  animals  then  as  now,  yet  game  of  every  description  abounded, 
and  want  was  unknown.  To  what  causes  then  are  we  to  attribute  the  present  scarcity  ? 
There  can  be  but  one  answer  to  the  destruction  of  the  animals  which  the  prosecution  of 
the  fur  trade  involves.  As  the  country  becomes  impoverished,  the  Company  reduce  their 
outfits  so  as  to  insure  the  s;ime  amount  of  profits,  an  object  utterly  bevond  their  reach, 
although  economy  is  pushed  to  the  extreme  of  parsimony ;  and  thus  while  the  p,ame 
becomes  scarcer,  and  the  poor  natives  require  more  ammunition  to  procure  their  livmg, 
their  means  of  obtaining  it  instead  of  being  increased  are  lessened.  The  general  outfits  for 
the  whole  northei-n  department,  amounted  in  1835  to  31,000  /.,  now  (1845)  it  is  reduced  to 
15,000  /.,  of  which  one-third  ai  least  is  absorbed  by  the  stores  at  Red  River  settlement,  and 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  remainder  by  the  ofiicers  and  servants  of  the  Company 
throughout  the  country.  I  do  not  belie\e  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  outfit  goes  to  the 
Indians.  While  the  resources  of  the  country  are  becoming  yearly  more  and  more  exhausted, 
the  question  naturally  suggests  itself:  What  is  to  become  of  the  natives  when  their  lands 
can  no  longer  furnish  the  means  of  subsistence?  This  is  indeed  a  serious  question,  and  well 
worthy  ofthe  earnest  attention  of  the  philanthropist.  While  Britain  makes  such  strenuous 
exertions  in  favour  of  the  sable  bondsmen  of  Africa,  and  lavishes  her  millions  to  free  them 
from  the  yoke,  can  nothing  be  done  for  the  once  noble,  but  now  degraded  aborigines  of 
America  ?  Are  they  to  be  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  trader,  until  famine  and  disease 
sweep  them  from  the  earth  ?  " — M'Lean,  vol.  2,  pp.  266-269. 

A  former  correspondent  of  the  society,  Mr.  Alexander  Simpson,  also  a  partner  ofthe 
Company,  and  at  present  in  this  country,  gives  evidence  of  a  similar  character : 

"  There  are  some  extensive  tracts  of  country  in  which  the  means  of  subsistence,"  he  says, 
"  are  scanty  in  the  extreme.  In  the  region  lying  between  Lake  Superior  and  Winnipeg, 
the  natives  during  the  winter,  can  with  difficulty  collect  enough  of  food  to  support  life.  In 
the  country  lying  immediately  north  of  the  Canadas,  though  fur-bearing  animals  are  still 
comparatively  numerous,  and  the  trade  consequently  valuable,  the  poor  Indians  have  at  all 
times  a  hard  fight  against  famine.  In  this  tract  of  country,  fish  is  at  all  seasons  scarce,  and 
in  winter  the  sole  dependence  of  the  natives  for  subsistence  is  placed  upon  rabbits  (the  most 
wretched  food  upon  which  to  exist  for  any  time  that  can  possibly  be  conceived),  and  when 
these  fail,  the  most  frightful  tragedies  at  times  take  place;  parents  have  been  known  to 
lengthen  out  a  miserable  existence  by  killing  and  devouring  their  own  offspring." 

The  prevalence  of  famines  such  as  are  here  described,  and  which  there  is  but  too  much  reason 
to  fear  are  gradually  extending  over  every  part  of  the  country,  with  the  exception  of  the 
prairie  districts;  and  the  deplorable  consequences  they  entail  upon  the  suffering  and  helpless 
natives,  are  events  which  must,  perhaps,  cause  regret  rather  than  censure.  To  prevent 
altogether  the  occurrence  of  such  calamities  may  indeed  be  beyond  the  power  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  it  may  be  admitted  that  their  treatment  of  the  Indians  is  as  considerate  and 
humane  as  is  consistent  with  the  interests  of  a  body  having  the  primary  question  of  a 
profitable  trade  as  the  object  of  their  association.  But  the  fact  is  no  less  certain  and 
deplorable,  that  while  under  the  system  now  in  force,  we  iiave  given  unlimited  scope  to  the 
cupidity  of  a  company  of  traders,  placing  no  stint  on  their  profits,  or  limits  to  their  power, 
the  unhappy  race  we  have  consigned  to  their  keeping,  and  from  whose  toil  their  profits  are 
wrung,  are  perishing  miserably  by  famine,  while  not  a  vestige  of  an  attempt  has  been  made 
on  the  part  of  their  rulers  to  imbue  them  with  the  commonest  arts  of  civilised  life,  or  to 
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Appendix,  No.  :6.  induce  them  to  change  the  precarious  livelihood  obtained   by  the  chase  for  a  certain  sub- 

sistence  derived  from  the  cultivation  of  the   soil.     While  we  are  hesitating  to  introduce  the 

changes,  which  these  and  similar  considerations  seem  imperatively  to  call  for,  from  a  fear 
that  under  a  free  government  the  fur  trade  will  suffer  from  the  apprehended  extermination 
of  the  fur-bearing  animals,  the  question  is  irresistibly  forced  upon  us  :  Are  we  not  already 
effecting  the  same  object  far  more  speedily  and  certainly,  by  the  extermination  of  the 
Indian  .' 

The  capacity  of  the  red  men  for  the  habits  of  civilised  life  is  abundantly  demonstrated 
in  the  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  the  missionary  societies  at  the  Red  River 
settlement,  and  other  parts  of  the  territory.  We  find  there  a  considerable  community  of 
pure  Indian  blood,  subsisting  by  agriculture,  and  in  point  of  inteUigence  not  inferior  to  the 
whites  of  the  same  rank  of  life  by  whom  they  are  surrounded.  Famine,  with  its  attendant 
horrors,  is  tiiere  unknown;  population  is  on  the  increase;  intemperance  and  the  vices 
usually  incident  to  a  savage  state  are  declining,  if  they  have  not  wholly  disappeared  ;  and 
the  inference  from  the  whole  is  irresistible  that  the  extension  of  settlement,  and  a  free 
government  in  these  territories  is  far  more  favourable  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  advance- 
ment of  the  aboriginal  race,  than  the  irresponsible  and  destructive  regime  of  the  fur  trade. 

It  may  be  said,  indeed,  that  although  the  Company  have  no  missions  or  schools  of  their 
own  in  any  portion  of  their  territories,  they  have  offered  no  obstacle  to  their  establishment  by 
benevolent  societies  from  England  and  Canada;  but  it  is  submitted  that  this  can  scarcely  be 
considered  anadeqiiate  fulfilment  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  imposed  by  their  position. 
The  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade,  if  not  a  compact  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian,  is  an  injustice  ; 
as  it  deprives  him  of  the  fair  value  of  his  toil,  debars  him  from  intercourse  with  civilised  man, 
and  the  amelioratinsj- influences  without  which  he  can  never  rise  in  the  scale  of  humanity. 
For  the  last  two  centuries  has  the  right  of  exclusion  been  rigidly  enforced  from  the  shores 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay,  and  never  perhaps  in  the  whole  world,  and  in  all  time,  has  a  fairer 
opportunity  been  offered  for  the  regeneration  of  the  Indian  race.  No  surrounding  com- 
munities have  acted  upon  them  with  evil  and  pernicious  influences,  no  opposing  interests 
have  interfered  with  the  most  comprehensive  and  benevolent  plans  for  their  amelioration  ; 
they  have  been  cut  off  from  the  intercourse,  the  contentions,  and  the  contagion  of  the 
world.  And  yet  what  has  been  the  result?  The  system  which  has  made  the  Company 
prosperous  and  powerful,  has  made  the  Indian  a  slave,  and  his  country  a  desert.  He  is  at 
this  diiy  wandering  about  his  native  land,  without  home  or  covering,  as  much  a  stranger 
to  the  blessings  of  civilisation  as  when  the  white  man  first  landed  on  his  shores.  It  is  far 
from  the  intention  of  the  Society  to  cast  indiscriminate  censure  upon  the  servants  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  many  of  whom  are  without  doubt  benevolent  and  humane,  as 
well  as  enterprising  and  intelligent.  But  it  must  be  obvious  that  their  character  and  habits 
as  well  as  the  policy  of  the  Company,  are  alike  unfavourable  to  that  progressive  settlement 
and  civilisation  of  the  country  which  has  been  going  on  in  so  remarkable  a  manner  to  the 
south  of  the  British  and  American  boundary,  and  the  question  really  comes  to  be  whether 
these  territories  are  to  remain  a  wilderness  till  the  tide  of  population  bursts  in  upon  them, 
over  a  conventional  line  from  a  country  where  the  possessory  rights  either  of  Indians  or 
civilised  states  are  little  regarded,  or  be  opened  up  under  the  auspices  of  the  Canadian 
Government,  whose  interest  in  the  welfare  and  improvement  of  the  native  race  living  under 
its  jurisdiction,  the  society  is  thankful  to  acknowledge.  The  recent  enactment  of  the  pro- 
vincial Legislature,  conferring  on  them  the  right  of  suffrage,  is  one  of  the  most  hopeful 
character,  as  it  admits  them  to  full  participation  in  the  privileges  and  duties  of  British 
subjects.  In  pleading  for  the  extension  of  the  Government  of  Canada  over  the  Indian 
tribes  of  Hudson's  Bay,  the  Society  indulge  the  hope  that  similar  rights  will  be  accorded  to 
them,  and  that  the  necessary  measures  will  betaken  for  promoting  their  moral  and  religious 
improvement  by  settling  them  on  lands  of  their  own,  instructing  them  in  the  arts  of 
civilised  life,  and  by  the  establishment  of  missions  and  schools,  bringing  within  the  reach 
of  every  member  of  the  community  the  means  of  Christian  training  and  instruction. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Committee, 
IS  May  1857.  R.  N.  FoWer,  Chairman. 

F.  W.  Chesson,  Secretary. 


LETTER  from  F.    W.  Chesson,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Aborigines  Protection  Society, 
to  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Labouchere,  m.  p.,  Chairman. 

19,  Harpur-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.  C., 
Sir,  7  June  1857, 

On  behalf  of  the  Aborigines  Protection  Society,  I  beg  to  forward  you  a  letter  which  has 
been  addressed  to  them  by  Peguis,  chief  of  the  Salteaux  tribe,  at  the  Red  River  settle- 
ment, detailing  some  of  the  grievances  of  which  he  alleges  he  has  to  complain  under  the 
present  government  of  the  country.  The  letter,  I  am  informed,  is  in  the  handwriting  of 
his  son,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  creditable  proof  of  Indian  capacity.  The  settlement 
over  which  the  chief  Peguis  presides  is  a  remarkable  example  of  the  improvement  of 
which  the  Indian  race  is  capable.  The  great  majority  of  the  tribe  are  settled  down  as 
farmers,  but  singularly  enough  they  furnish  the  only  harness  maker  and  tinsmiths  which 
the  Pied  River  settlement  possesses.     No  better  proof  of  their  high  moral  condition  could 

be 


SELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  HUDSON'S  BAY  COMPANY.  445 

be  wished  for  than  the  fact  tli:it,  despite  many  cases  of  poverty  and  want  which  exist    Appendix,  No.  if). 

among  them,  "  there  is  not  a  locked  or  a  barred  door  at  night  even  during  the  hours  of  - 

sleep,  from  one  end  of  the  settlement  to  the  other." 

I  beg-  respectfully  to  express  the  hope  that  you  will  deem  the  facts  contained  in  Peguis's 
letter  to  be  of  sufficient  importance  to  bring  them  before  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Territories,  and  thereby  render  an  'act  of  justice  to  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
oldesi  and  most  devoted  servants. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         F.  W.  Chesson, 

Secretary. 


LETTER  from  Peguis,  Chief  of  the  Saulteaux  Tribe  at  the  Red  River  Settlement,  to  the 
Aborigines  Protection  Society,  London. 
Gentlemen, 

Many  winters  ago,  in  1812,  the  lands  along  the  Red  River,  in  the  Assiniboin  country, 
on  which  I  and  the  tribe  of  Indian  of  whom  1  am  chief,  then  lived,  were  taken  possession 
of  without  permission  of  myself  or  my  tribe  by  a  body  of  white  settlers.  For  the  sake  of 
peace  I,  as  the  representative  of  my  tribe,  allowed  them  to  remain  on  our  lands  on  their 
promising  that  we  should  be  well  paid  for  them  by  a  great  chief,  who  was  to  follow  them. 
This  great  chief,  whom  we  call  the  Silver  Chief  (the  Earl  of  Selkirk),  arrived  in  the  spring 
after  the  war  between  the  North-west  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companies  (1817).  He  told  us 
he  wanted  our  land  for  some  of  his  countrymen,  who  were  very  poor  in  their  own  country, 
and  I  consented.  On  the  condition,  that  he  paid  well  for  my  tribes'  lands,  he  could  have 
from  the  confluence  of  the  Assiniboin  to  near  Maple-sugar  Point,  on  tlie  Red  River  (a  dis- 
tance of  20  or  24  miles),  following  the  course  of  the  river,  and  as  far  back  on  each  side  of 
the  river  as  a  horse  could  be  seen  under  (easily  distinguished).  The  Silver  Chief  told  us  he 
had  little  witli  which  to  pay  us  for  our  lands  when  he  made  this  arrangement,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  troubles  ^^ith  the  North-west  Company.  He,  however,  asked  us  what  we 
most  required  for  the  present,  and  we  told  him  we  would  be  content  till  the  following  year, 
when  he  promised  again  to  return,  to  take  only  ammunition  anrl  tobacco.  The  Silver  Chief 
never  returned,  and  either  his  son  or  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  ever  since  paid  us 
annually  for  our  lauds  only  the  small  quantity  of  ammunition  and  tobacco  which,  in  the 
first  instance,  we  took  as  preliminary  to  a  final  bargain  about  our  lands.  This  surely  was 
repaying  me  very  poorly  for  having  saved  the  Silver  Chiefs  life,  for  the  year  he  came  here 
Guthbert  Grant,  with  116  warriors,  had  assembled  at  White-horse  Plain,  intending  to 
waylay  him ,  somewhere  on  the  Red  River.  I  no  sooner  heard  of  this  than  I  went  to  Guth- 
bert Grant,  and  told  him,  if  he  came  out  of  the  White-horse  Plain  where  his  warriors 
were  assembled,  I  should  meet  him  at  Sturgeon  Creek  with  my  entire  tribe,  who  were 
then  much  more  numerous  than  they,  are  now,  and  stand  or  fall  between  him  and  the  Silver 
Chief.  This  had  the  desired  effect,  and  Mr.  Grant  did  not  make  the  attempt  to  harm  the 
Silver  Chief,  who  came  as  he  went,  in  peace  and  safety.  Those  who  have  since  held  our 
lands,  not  only  pay  us  only  the  same  small  quantity  of  ammunition  and  tobacco,  which  was 
first  paid  to  us  as  u  preliminary  to  a  final  bargain,  but  they  now  claim  all  the  lands  between 
the  Assiniboin  and  Lake  Winipeg,  a  quantity  of  land  nearly  double  of  what  was  first 
asked  from  us.  We  hope  our  Great  Mother  will  not  allow  us  to  be  treated  so  unjustly  as 
to  allow  our  lands  to  be  taken  from  us  in  this  way. 

We  are  not  only  willing  but  very  anxious  after  being  paid  for  our  lands,  that  the  whites 
would  come  and  settle  down  among  us,  for  we  have  already  derived  great  benefits  from  their 
having  done  so,  that  is,  not  the  traders,  but  the  farmers.  The  traders  have  never  done  any- 
thing but  rob  and  keep  us  poor,  but  the  farmers  have  taught  us  how  to  farm  and  raise 
cattle.  To  the  missionaries  especially  we  are  indebted,  for  they  tell  us  every  praying  day 
(Sabbath)  to  be  sober,  honest,  industrious,  and  truthful.  They  have  told  us  the  good  news 
tiiat  Jesus  Christ  so  loved  the  world  that  he  gave  himself  for  it,  and  that  this  was  one  of 
the  first  messages  to  us,  "  Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  num."  We  wish  to  practise 
these  good  rules  of  the  whites,  and  hope  the  Great  Mother  will  do  the  same  10  us,  and 
not  only  protect  us  from  oppression  and  injustice,  but  grant  us  all  the  privileges  of  the 
whites. 

We  have  many  things  to  complain  of  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Tiiey  pay  us 
little  for  our  furs,  and  when  we  are  old  are  left  to  shift  for  ourselves.  We  could  name 
many  old  men  who  have  starved  to  death  in  sight  of  many  of  the  Company's  principal 
forts. 

When  the  Home  Government  has  sent  out  questions  to  he  answered  in  this  country  about 
the  treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  Company,  the  Indians  have  been  told  if  they  said  any- 
thing against  the  Company  they  would  be  driven  away  from  their  homes.  In  the  same 
way  when  Indians  have  wished  to  attach  themselves  to  missions,  they  have  been  both 
threatened  and  used  badly.  When  a  new  mission  has  been  established,  the  Company  has 
at  once  planted  a  post  there,  so  as  to  prevent  Indians  from  attaching  themselves  to  it. 
They  liave  been  told  they  are  fools  to  listen  to  missionaries,  and  can  only  starve  and  become 
lazy  under  them.  W^e  could  name  many  Indians  who  have  been  prevented  by  the  Com- 
pany from  leaving  their  trading  posts  and  Indian  habits  when  they  have  wished  to  attach 
themselves  to  missions. 

When  it  is  decided  that  this  country  is  to  be  more  extensively  settled  by  the  whites,  and 
before  whites  will  be  again  permitted  to  take  possession  of  our  lands,  we  wish  that  a  fair 
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Appendix,  No.  16.  and  mutually  advantaueous  tri.'aty  be  entered  into  with   my  tribe  for  their  lands,  <ind    we 

ask  whenever  this  treaty  is  to  be  entered  into,  a  wise,  discreet,  and  honourable  man,  who  is 

known  to  have  the  interest>  of  the  Indian  at  heait,  may  be  selected  on  the  side  of  the  Indian, 
to  see  that  he  is  fairly  and  justly  dealt  with  for  his  land,  and  that  from  the  first  it  be  boine 
in  mind  that  in  securin"'  our  own  advantages,  we  wish  also  to  secm'e  those  of  our  children 
and  their  children's  children. 

I  commit  these  my  requesis  to  you  as  a  body  now  '■■  eli  known  by  us  to  have  the 
welfare  of  the  poor  Indian  at  heart,  and  in  committinc;  this  to  you  in  behalf  of  ni\self, 
do  so  also  on  behalfof  mv  tiibe,  who  are  as  one  man  in  feeling  and  desires  on  these  matters. 
Will  you,  then,  use  the  proper  means  of  bringing-  these  our  complaints  and  desires  in  a  be- 
coraincr  and  respectful  manner  both  before  the  Great  Council  of  the  nation  (Parliament), 
and  throuoh  it  to  our  Great  Mother  (the  Queen),  who  will  show  lierself  more  truly 
great  and  good  by  protecting  the  helpless  from  injustice  and  oppression  than  by  making 
great  conquests. 

I  give  yon  at  the  end  of  this  such  certificates  of  character  as  I  hold  from  the  Silver  Chief 
(Loid  Selkirk)  and  the  Governor  of  Rupert's  Land  (Sn-  George  Simpson),  I  have  also  a 
British  flag  and  valuable  medal  from  our  Great  Mother  (the  Queen),  which  I  treasure  above 
all  earthly  things. 

Wishino-  thatthe  Great  Spirit  may  give  you  every  good  thing,  and  with   warmest  thanks 

for  your  friendship, 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  your  true  friend, 

his 
Pfguis,  +  or  Wm.  Prince, 
mark. 
Chief  of  the  Saulteaux  Tribe  at  Red  River. 


The  bearer  Peo-uis,  one  of  the  principal  chiefs  of  the  Chepeways  or  Saulteaux  of  Red 
River  has  been  a  steady  friend  of  the  settlement  ever  since  its  first  establishment,  and  has 
never  deserted  its  cause  in  its  greatest  reverses.  He  has  often  exerted  his  influence  to 
restore  peace,  and  having  rendered  most  essential  services  to  the  settlers  in  their  distress, 
deserves  to  be  treated  with  favour  and  distinction  by  the  officers  of  the  Company,  and  by 
all  ihe  friends  of  peace  and  good  order. 


Fort  Douglas,  -20  July  1817. 


(signed)  Selkirk. 


These  are  to  certify  that  Peguis,  the  Saulteaux  Indian  chief,  has  uniformly  been  friendly 
to  the  v.'hites,  well-disposed  towards  the^  settlement  at  Red  River,  and  altogether  a  steady, 
intelligent  well-conducted  Indian.  In  consideration  of  these  tacts,  and  being  now  in  the 
dechne  of  life,  unable  to  maintain  himself  and  family  by  the  produce  of  the  chase  alone,  it 
is  hereby  certified  that  I  have  assured  him  au  annuity  for  life  from  the  Honourable 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  of  5  /.  sterling,  commencing  with  a  payment  of  that  amount  this 

day. 

(signed)         George  Simpson. 

Fort  Garry,  1  January  1835. 
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LIST  of  the  Adventurers  of  England  trading  into  Hudson's  Bay,  November  1856. 
Whereof  those  marked*  have  by  their  Adventures  two  Votes  or  more. 


Arbuthnot,  George,  and  others, 
*Auldjo,  Madeline,  Helen  Margaret. 

Baggallay,  Richard,  and  others. 

Baker,  Charlotte. 

Baker,  George. 

Baker,  Matilda  Caroline. 
*Baker,  William  Robert. 
*Balfour,  John. 

Barclay,  Jas.  Pringle  and  George  Forsyth. 
*Barclay,  Joseph  Gurney. 

Barklimore,  Archibald. 

Barnett,  Edward. 

Barnett,  Edward. 

Barnett,  Edwaid,  and  others. 
*Barnet.t,  John  and  Sarah  Beale. 
*Barnett,  Thomas. 


Bartrum,  Thomas  Reynolds,  deceased,  T.  J. 
Laing,  and  S.  L.  Lancaster  Lucas. 

Bartrum,  Thomas  Reynolds,  deceased,  T.  J. 
Laing,  and  S.  Tremenhere. 

Bayly,  William  Davis,  deceased. 
*Beauvoir,  Richard  Benyon  De,  deceased. 
*Beioley,  Joseph. 

Bennett,  Rev.  Alexander  Morden. 

Bennett,  Elizabeth  Caroline  Amelia. 

Bennett,  Saint  John. 
*Bentley,  James. 

Berens,  Charlotte  Elizabeth. 
*Berens,  Henry  Hulse. 
*Berens,  Joseph,  deceased. 

Bevan,  Mary  Catharine. 

Bicknell,  Henry. 

Binks,  Richard. 

Block, 
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Block,  Samuel  Richard,  and  William. 
Bousfield,  Martha. 
Bousfield,  William,  deceased. 
Bioughton,    Rev.    Thomas    Delves,     and 

Frances. 
Brouglitnn,    Rev.    Thomas    Delves,     and 

Charles  Corkran. 
Buchanan,  Wiilter. 
Burmester,  Edward. 
Burnell,  Henry. 
*Buxton,  Sir  Edward  North,  Bait. 
Buxton,  Tiiomas  Fowell. 

Canijobell,  James  and  Caroline. 

Carew.  Elizabeth,  deceased. 

Gary,  George  Marcus, 
*Cavan,   the  Right  Hon.  Lydia,   Countess 
Dowager  of,  and  the  Hon.  E.  A.  F.  H. 
Lambart,  deceased. 

Chambers,  Rev.  Oswald  Lyttelton. 
*Chapman,  Aaron,  deceased. 

Charles,  John. 

Chatteris,  William  Pollet  Brown. 

Clarke,  Henry  Matthew. 

Clarke,  John  Stanley,  and  others. 

Clayton,  Frances,  ('eceased,  and  the  Rev. 
Edward. 

Cleasby,  Isabella. 
*Colvile,  Eden. 
*Corkran,  Charles. 
*Cotton,  John. 

Cripps,  Elizabeth,  and  Charlotte. 
*Currie,  Isaac  George. 

Currie,  Raikes. 

Currie,  Raikes,  and  George  Wodehouse. 

Currie,  Williaui. 

*DaI!as,  Alexander  Grant. 
Davies,  Robert  Cradnck. 
Devey,  Francis  and  others. 
Dimond,  John  Baker,  deceased. 
Drake,  Robert. 
Duck,  Catharine  Tolson. 
Duck,  Elizabeth  Amelia. 
Duck,  John  Nehemiah. 
Dundas,  the  Hon.  John  Charles,  and  others. 

Eden,  the  Hon.  Emily. 

Eden,  the  Hon.  Frances  Harriet,  deceased. 
*Ellice,  the  Right  Hon.  Edward. 
*Ellice,  the  Right  Hon.  Edward,  and  others. 
*Eliice,  Edward. 
*Ellice,  Rev.  James,  deceased. 
*Ellice,  Hobert,  deceased. 

Ellice,  Russell. 
*Ellice,  Russell,  and  others. 

Ellice,  WilUam,  and  Helen  Anne  Burrell. 

Fane,  Vere,  and  others. 
*Farnham,  Harriet,  and  others. 

Feilden,  Joseph. 

Fenning,  George,  and  R.  H.  Shepard. 

Fetherston,  Anne. 

Fetherston,  Jane. 

Firmin,  Rev.  Robert. 

Fly,  Henrietta  Susanna. 
*Folkestone,  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount,  and 

others. 
*Forsyth,  Margaret  and  George. 

Fort,  George. 

Fox,  Francis. 

Frampton,  Eleanor  Mary. 

Frampton,  Mary  Hamwood,  and  Ann. 

Franklin,  Elizabeth,  deceased. 


Franklin,    Sir  John,   deceased,   and   Rev  Appendix,  No.  17. 
Thomas  Willingham  Booth, 
*Franks,  Frederick,  deceased. 
Franks,  Charles  and  James  Whatman  Bo- 
sanquet. 
*Friend,  James  Taddy. 

Gandell,  Thomas, 

Gibbs,  Richard,  deceased. 

Gore,  Lieut-general  the  Hon.  Charles. 

Graham,  Thomas. 

(jrant,  Charles. 

Grant,  William  Forsyth. 
*Green,  Richard. 

Gunner,  Haimah. 
*Gurney,  Samuel,  deceased. 

Haldane,  John. 

Haikett,  Rev.  Dunbar  Stewart. 
*Halkett,  Peter  Alexander. 
*Hambrough,  John. 

Hamilton,  Rev.  Adolphus  and  others. 

Hancock,  Kev.  Robert,  and  Charles  Stokes. 

Hare,  Anna  Maria. 
"Harrison,  Benjamin,  deceased. 
♦Harrison,    Benjamin,    deceased,  and  Rev. 

Benjamin. 
*Harris(>n,  Benjamin,  deceased,  and  Catha- 
rine Sar;ih. 
*Harrison,  Rev.  Benjamin. 
*Harrison,    Rev.  Benjamin,  and  John  Curtis 

Hay  ward. 
*Hayward,  John  Curtis. 

Hewat,  Michael  Grayhurst. 
*Hewat,  Richard  James,  and  Alexander. 

Hewat,  Richard  James,  and  Margaret. 

Heywood,  Sarah 

Hodgson,  Jane. 

Hodgson,  John,  and  others. 
*Hodgson,  Kirkman  Daniel. 

Hodgson,  Marv. 

Holland,  John,  and  others. 
*'Hope,  Hon.  Charles. 

Hoyes,   James,   deceased,    and    Elizabeth, 
deceased. 

Hue,  Clement. 

Hue,  Rev.  Clement  Berkeley. 

Hue,  Corbet. 
*Hulse,  Sir  Charles,  bart.,  deceased. 

Hurlock,  l^hilip  Johnson,  deceased. 

Hutchesson,  Jane. 

Hyslop,  Walter. 

Ireland,  Thomas  James. 

Jenkinson,  Right  Rev.  John  Banks  Bishop 

ot  St.  David's,  deceased. 
Johnson,  Henry. 
Jones,  Rev.  Dennis  Edward. 

Laing,  Thomas  Josiah. 

Leigh,  James  Brooks. 
*Lucas,  Josiah,  deceased. 

Lucas,  Josiah,  deceased,  and  T.  J.  Laing. 
*Lucas,  Samuel  Lucas  Lancaster,  and  others. 

*Madan,  Frederick. 

Marindin,  Henry  Richard. 

Marjoribanks,   Edward,   and   Sir  Edmund 
Antrobus,  bart. 

Marsh,  Emma. 

Marshall,  Sir  Charles. 
*Matheson,  Alexander, 

Matheson,  Thomas. 

Alayhew,  Charles,  and  others. 
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*Mechi,  John  Joseph  and  George  Chambers. 

*8inger,  Samuel  Weller. 

*Miller,  Elizubeih,  deceased. 

Skinner,  George  Thomas. 

*Mills,  Jolin  tteniingion. 

Skinner,  John. 

Mills,  John  Remington,  and  others. 

Skinner,  Lucina  Sarah. 

*Mills,  Tliomas. 

Slade,  William. 

Milner,  Agnes. 

*Smith,  William,  deceased. 

Milner,  Mary  Eleanor. 

Stanborough,  Charles  Henry. 

Mihier,  John,  deceased. 

Stephens,  Charles. 

Mitchell,  Sarah  Anna,  and  William  Robert. 

Stephenson,  Daniel,  deceased. 

Mitchell,  William  Robert. 

Stewart,  Alexander  Patrick. 

Moore,  Charlotte,  the  younger. 

Stokes,  Katharine  Emma. 

Moser,  Roger. 

*Streatfie]d,  Hannah. 

Strickland,  Henry  Eustatiu>. 

Newbury,  George,  deceased. 

Strong,  Rev.  Clement,  deceased. 

Niccll,  Samuel. 

Strong,  Henry  Linwood,  and  other.s. 

*Sfuart,  Charles 

Ogiivy,  Jane. 
*01iver,    Joseph,    deceased,    George,    and 

Joseph. 
*  Oliver,  Joseph. 
Otway,  Loltus  Charles,  and  William  An- 

gerstein. 
Owen,  Rev.  Edward  Pryce. 

Paterson,  Margaret. 

Pearse,  Rev.  George,  and  Laura  Elizabeth 
Buck. 

Pearson,  Arthur  Thomas  Farrer. 
*Pelly,  Albert 

*Pelly,  Albert,  and  Edmund. 
*Pelly,  Richard  Wilson. 

Pilleau,  Henrietta,  deceased. 
*Pitt,  Flizabeih. 

Pitt,  Rev.  George. 

Porter,  Rev.  Charles. 

Powell,  William  and  Lucilla  Young. 
*Poynder,  Thomas  Henry  Allen. 

Poynder,  Thomas  Henry  Allen,  and  others. 
*Pnynder,  William  Henry. 

Prater,  Charles. 

Probyn,  George,  deceased. 

*Raikes,  George,  deceased. 

Raikes,  William  Henry,  deceased. 

Ramsay,  Elizabeth. 

Ramsay,  Henrietta  Margaret. 

Ramsay,  Lydia  Ann,  deceased. 

Ravenshaw,  Edward  Cockburn. 

Rennie,  Caroline  Lucas. 

Rennie,  Georjie,  deceased. 

Rennie,  Sir  John,  and  others. 
*Rigge,  John  Sanderson,  and  others. 

Rogers,  John  Charles,  and  others. 
*Round,  Charles  Gray. 
*Russell, William,  Accountant-general  Court 
of  Chancery. 

Sampson,  Harriet. 
*Schacht,  George  Henry. 

Scrivener,  Mary,  and  Mary  Ann  Cross. 
*Selkirk,    the  Right  Hon.    Dunbar  James, 
Earl  of. 

Seymour,  Francis  HughGeorge,  andothers. 
*Shepherd,  John. 

Sinclair,  Sir  George,  bart.,  and  others. 


H 


enry. 


and 


*Temple,      Frederic     James 

Thon:as  Ramshay  Smyth. 
*Tlielluson,   Charles  Sabine  Augustus,  and 

others. 
*Thornthvvaite,  Thomas. 
*'l  hwaytes,  Ann. 
*Tomlin,  James,  deceased. 
Trotter,  Sir  Coutts,  deceased,  and  Edward 

Marjoribanks. 

Vachell,  Horatio,  and  Tanfield. 
Vesey,  Elizabeth  Margaret. 
\  esey,  George. 
Vigne,  Augustus. 
*V'ione,  Thomas,  deceased. 

Wales,  Mary. 
*Walker,  Isaac,  deceased. 

Warner,  Edward. 

Webb,  Rev.  Robert  Holden. 

Wedmore,  Tliomas. 

Weekes,  Nathaniel. 
*We]bank,  Robert. 

Wells,  Wilham  Frederick,  deceased. 

Wells,  Emma  Anne,  and  Louisa. 

Wheeler,  Charles  West. 
*VVheeler,    George,    deceased,   and  Henry, 
deceased. 

Wheeler,  George,  deceased,  and  others. 

Wheeler,  Thomas  Lowe,  deceased. 

Wheeler,  Thomas  Rivington. 

^^' heeler,    Thomas,    deceased, 
Lowe. 

White,  Charles. 

White,  Jfjhii,  deceased. 
*Wi<:ram,  Loftus  Tottenham. 
*Wilby,  Thomas. 

Wilby,  V\'arner. 

Wilson,  John,  and  William  Featherston. 

Wix;  Jane,  and  others. 

Wix,  William. 

Woodhouse,  Francis  Lewis  Philip  Secretan 

Wocd«,  WilHam  Ley  land. 

Wormauld,  John,  and  others. 

Worth,  Henry  John,  deceased. 

Wright,  Edvvard. 

Wynford,  the  Right  Hon.  William  Samuel, 
Baron,  and  others. 


and   James 
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Letter  from  R.  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  Secretary  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  to 
H.  Merivale,  Esq. ;  with  Enclosures. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  8  June  1857. 

In  consequence  of  a  communication  made  to  them  by  Mr.  Edward  Ellice,  the  Governor 
and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  directed  me  to  forward  the  enclosed 
statements  for  the  information  of  Mr.  Secretary  Labouchere. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         B.  G.  Smith,  Secretary. 


Capital  employed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


1  June  1856 ; 
Amount  of  Assets 
Ajnount  of  Liabilities 


Capital 


Consisting  of — 
Stock,  standing  in  the  names  of  the  proprietors       -         -         -         - 

Valuation  of  the  Company's  lands  and  buildings,  exclusive  of  Van- 
couver's Island  and  Oregon        __-.--- 
Amount  expended  up  to  16th  September  1856,  in  sending  miners 
and  labourers  to  Vancouver's  Island,  in  the  coal  mines,  and  other 
objects  of  colonisation,  exclusive  of  the  trading  establishments  of 
the   Company,  and  which  amount  will  be  repayable  by  Govern- 
ment if  possession  of  the  island  is  resumed  _         -         .         _ 
Amount  invested  in  Fort  Victoria  and  other  establishments  and 
posts  in  Vancouver's  Island.     This  amount  is  not  exactly  ascer- 
tained, as  the  last  accounts  have  not  been  received  from  Fort 
Victoria,  but  is  estimated  at       ------- 

Amount  paid  to  the  Earl  of  Selkirk  for  Red  River  Settlement 

Property  and  investments  in  the  territory  of  Oregon,  ceded  to  the 

United  States  by  the  treaty  of  1846,  and  which  are  secured  to 

the  Company  as  possessory  rights  under  that  treaty,  1,000,000 

dollars,  say       ---------- 

£. 


£.  s.     d. 

1,468,301  16     3 

203,233  16  11 


1,265,067  19    4 


500,000    -    - 
318,884  12     8 

87,071     8     3 


75,000  -  - 
84,111  18  5 


200,000 


1,265,067  19  4 


Disteibution  of  Profits  to  the  Shareholders  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
for  the  Years  1847  to  1856,  both  inclusive. 


maeket  peices  of  stock. 

EX  DIV 

^IDEIfD. 

January. 

July. 

£.      *.    d. 

£.      s.    d. 

1847 

10  per  cent,  dividend    -        .        .        -        - 

- 

-        -        - 

200     -     - 

1848 

10        „          ditto 

- 

200     -     - 

200     -     - 

1849 

10         „          ditto 

- 

200     -    - 

200     -    - 

1850 

20         „           ditto,   of  which    10    per    cent, 
added  to  stock 

was"| 

200     -     - 

210     -     - 

1851 

10        „           ditto 

- 

205     -     - 

210     -     - 

1852 

15         „           ditto,    of  which    5    per    cent, 
added  to  stock    - 

was1 

205     -     - 

215     -     - 

1853 

18.  4.  6.  p'ct.  ditto,    of  which  8/.  4*.  Qd.  per 
was  added  to  stock 

cent."l 

220     -     - 

225     -     - 

1854 

10  per  cent-  dividend    -        -        -        -        - 

- 

220     -     - 

210     -     - 

1855 

10        „           ditto 

- 

202  10     - 

207  10     - 

1856 

10        „           ditto 

- 

195     - 

200     -     - 

Of  268  proprietors  in  July  1856,  196  have  purchased  their  stock  at  from  220  to  240 
per  cent. 

Hudson's  Bay  House,  London, 
5  June  1857. 
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VANCOUVER'S    ISLAND. 

COPIES  or  Extracts  of  Despatches  received  by  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
thfi  Colonies,  on  the  subject  of  the  Establishment  of  a  Representative  Assembly  at 
Vancouver's  Island. 


SCHEDULE. 


DESPATCHES  FROM  THE  RIGHT  HON.  H.  LABOUCHERE,  ^L  P. 


Number 

in. 

Seiies. 

Date. 

SUBJECT. 

Page. 

1 

*28  Feb.    1856 
No.  5. 

Directinp;  that  a  Represeniative  Assembly  be  convoked  without 
loss  of  time.    Instructions  and  Suggestions  for  his  guidance  - 

4.51 

2 

23  Aug.   1856 
No.  16. 

Acknowledging-   his  Despatches  of  22d   May  and  7th   June. 
Instructions  in  regard  to  his  proposals  for  an  Extension  of 
the  Suffrage       .......          .. 

452 

3 

21  Oct.     1856 
No.  18. 

Acknowledging  his  Despatch  of  the  22d  July,  enclosing  Minutes 
of  Council,  and  Copy  of  Proclamation  convening  Assemblies 
of  Freeholders  in  the  Island                  

452 

4 

10  Nov.   1856 
No.   19. 

Acknowledging  his   Speech   on  Opening  the    Session  of  the 
Legislature.     Difficultits  experienced  in  forming  a  Committee 
to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  Disputed  Elections 

452 

5 

24  Jan.     1857 
No.  4. 

Acknowledging   his  Despatch   of  31st  October,  reporting   the 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly         -         .         -         - 

453 

6 

24  Mar.   1857 
No.  6. 

Acknowledging  his  Despatch  of  the  9th  January,  reporting  the 
Proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assemblj'  to  the  18th  December 

1856            -          -         .         .                   .                   .         . 

453 

DESPATCHES  FROM  GOVERNOR  DOUGLAS. 


10 


11 


12 


22  May    1856  '  Acknowledging  Despatch  of  28th  February,  conveying  Instruc- 
No.   12.                tions  in  reference  to  the  formation  of  a  Representative  Assem- 
(Extract.)  bly  in  Vancouver's  Island 453 


7  June   1856 
No.  14. 
Ext  ract.) 

22  July    1856 

No.  15. 

(Extract,) 

20  Aug.   1856 

No.  19. 

(Extract.) 


31  Oct.    1856 
No.  30. 

9  Jan.    1857 
No.  2, 

24  Feb.    1857 
No.  5. 


Reporting  the    Steps   taken   in   carrying  out   the  Instructions 

conveyed  in  Despatch  of  28th  February  ...        454 


Enclosing  Minutes  of  Council  of  4th  and  9th  June.  Reporting 
the  termination  of  the  Elections,  and  that  the  Assembly  is 
convened  for  the  12th  August      -         -  -  -        454 

Reporting  the  Opening  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  12th  j 
August.  Enclosing  his  Address  on  the  Occasion.  Election  | 
of  a  Speaker,  and  Petitions  against  the  Return  of  certain  ! 
Members  --.-.....       455 


Reporting  further  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  Ad- 
justment, without  his  interference,  of  Party  differences 

Further  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  reported  up  to  18th 
December  1856  -------.. 

Acknowledging  Mr.  Labouchere's  Despatches  of  21st  October 
and  10th  November,  and  reporting  further  Proceedings  of 
the  Legislature,  up  to  24th  February  1857    -         -         .         . 


458 


459 


464 
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—  No.  1.  — 
(No.  5.)  ■  No.  1. 

Copy  of  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Labouchere,  M.r.,  to  Right  Hon.  H.  La- 

Governor  Douglat.  bouchere,  m,p.,  to 

Governor  Douglas, 
Sir,  Downing-street,  28  February  1856.       28  Feb.  1856. 

By  the  Commission  and  Instructions  which  your  predecessor.  Governor  Blanchard, 
received  when  the  colony  of  Vancouver's  Island  was  first  founded,  he  was  directed  to 
summon  General  Assemblies  of  freeholders,  qualified  by  the  ownership  of  20  acres  of  land, 
and  with  their  advice  and  that  of  his  Council,  to  make  laws  and  ordinances  for  the  good 
government  of  the  island. 

2.  I  am  aware  that  the  samaaCommission  contains  another  clause,  professing  to  empower 
the  Governor  to  make  such  laws  with  the  advice  of  his  Council  only.  Perhaps  this  was 
introduced  with  the  view  of  creating  a  legislature  to  meet  the  immediate  wants  of  the  com- 
munity before  Assemblies  could  be  summoned.  But  I  am  convinced,  as  well  by  the  general 
tenor  of  the  documents  themselves  as  by  the  informalioii  which  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  of 
the  intention  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in  framing  them,  that  it  was  then  contemplated 
that  such  Assemblies  should  be  summoned  as  soon  as  it  should  be  practicable  to  do  so. 

3.  Causes  over  which  the  local  Government  had  no  control,  and  which  are  too  well 
known  to  need  recapitulation,  have  hitherto  prevented  the  settlement  from  acquiring  that 
development  which  its  founders  may  have  expected.  Considering  the  small  number  of 
established  colonists,  you  thought  it  advisable  to  act  on  the  power  apparently  given  to  your- 
self to  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  island  with  the  advice  of  your  Council  only,  and  to  pass 
certain  laws  which  you  considered  most  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  time.  In  doing 
so,  you  proceeded  on  a  fair  understanding  of  the  authority  conveyed  to  you,  and  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  fully  satisfied  with  the  course  which  you  took. 

4.  Nevertheless,  it  has  been  doubted  by  authorities  conversant  in  the  principles  of  colonial 
law,  whether  the  Crown  can  legally  convey  authority  to  make  laws  in  a  settlement  founded 
by  Englishmen,  even  for  a  temporarj^  and  special  purpose,  to  any  legislature  not  elected 
wholly,  or  in  part,  by  the  settlers  themselves.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  clause  in  your  Com- 
mission on  which  you  relied  would  appear  to  be  unwarranted  and  invalid. 

5.  It  appears  to  Her  Majesty's  Government,  therefore,  that  steps  should  be  taken  at 
once  for  the  establishment  of  the  only  legislature  authorised  by  the  present  constitution  of 
the  island.  I  have,  accordingly,  to  instruct  you  to  call  together  an  Assembly  in  the  terms 
of  your  commission  and  instructions. 

6.  For  this  purjoose  it  will  be  within  your  power,  as  provided  by  the  ninth  clause  of  your 
instructions,  to  fix  the  number  of  representatives,  and,  if  you  should  consider  it  essential, 
to  divide  the  colony  into  districts,  and  to  establish  separate  polling-places,  although  with  so 
small  a  number  of  settlers  you  may  find  this  inexpedient. 

7.  I  leave  it  to  your  local  knowledge  and  discretion,  with  the  advice  of  your  Council,  to 
suggest  to  the  Assembly,  when  thus  summoned,  to  pass  such  measures  as  you  may  yourself 
dicem  most  required,  and  in  particular,  such  as  may  be  necessary,  in  order  to  leave  no  doubt 
•of  the  validity  of  proceedings  already  taken  without  the  authority  of  an  Assembly. 

8.  But  it  appears  to  me,  that  in  a  community  containing  so  very  limited  a  number  of 
inhabitants,  the  maintenance  of  a  constitution  on  the  model  of  those  considerable  colonies, 
with  a  House  of  Representatives  and  a  Council,  may  be  inexpedient ;  and  that  a  smaller 
and  more  select  body  will,  for  the  present,  and  probably  for  some  years  to  come,  perform  in 
a  satisfactory  manner  the  functions  really  required  in  the  present  stage  of  progress  of  the 
island. 

9.  Such  a  body,  however,  can  be  constituted  only  by  enactment  of  the  Legislature, 
authorised  by  the  Commission,  thft  is  to  say,  of  the  Assembly  and  Council,  together  with 
yourself.  It  would  be  no  unusual  circumstance  for  a  legislature  thus  constituted  to  surrender 
its  powers  into  the  hands  of  a  single  chamber.  It  has  been  successfully  done  in  some  of  the 
smaller  West  India  Islands. 

10.  I  leave  it  to  yourself  to  consider,  with  the  advice  of  the  local  authorities,  the  numbers 
and  proper  qualification  of  the  members  of  such  a  single  Council ;  but  in  the  event  of  your 
determining  to  introduce  the  elective  principle  into  it,  a  certain  proportion,  not  less  than 
one-third,  should  be  nominated  by  the  Crown.  The  power  of  assenting  to,  or  negativing, 
or  suspending,  for  the  assent  of  the  Crown,  the  measures  passed  by  such  a  Council,  should 
be  distinctly  reserved  to  yourself;  and  it  is  very  essential  that  a  constitutional  law  of  this 
description  should  contain  a  proviso,  reserving  the  initiation  of  all  money  votes  to  the  local 
Government. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  3  L  2  11.  An 
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Appendix,  No.  19.  11.  An  additional  reason  in  favour  of  the  course  whicli  I  now  prescribe  (namely,  that  of 
calling  together  the  Assembly,  and  then,  if  the  Legislature  so  created  think  proper,  esta- 
blishing a  simpler  form  of  government)  is  to  be  found  in  the  circumstance  that  the  relations 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  with  the  Crown  must  necessarily  undergo  revision  before 
or  in  the  year  1859.  The  position  and  future  government  of  Vancouver's  Island  will  then 
unavoidably  pass  under  review,  and  if  any  difficulty  should  be  experienced  in  carrying  Into 
execution  any  present  instructions,  a  convenient  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  recon- 
sidering them. 

12.  I  am  aware  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  imposing  on  you  a  task  of  some 
difficulty  as  well  as  responsibility  in  giving  you  these  instructions,  especially  as  they  have  to 
be  carried  into  execution  with  so  small  an  amount  of  assistance  as  the  present  circumstances 
of  your  settlement  afford.  But  I  have  every  reason  to  rely  on  your  abilities  and  public 
spirit ;  and  you  may,  on  your  part,  rely  on  the  continuance  of  such  assistance  and  support 
as  Her  Majesty's  Government  can  render  you,  and  on  their  making  full  allowance  for  the 
peculiarities  of  your  position. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         H.  Labouchere. 


No.  2. 
Right  Hon.  H.  La- 
bouchere, M.  P.,  to 
Governor  Douglas, 
83  Aug.  1856. 

'  Pages  453,  454. 


(No.  16.) 

Copy  of  DESPATCH 


■No.  2.- 


from  the  Right  Honourable  H. 
Governor  Douglas. 


Labouchere,  M.P.,  to 


Sir,  _  Downing-street,  23  August  1856. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  Nos.  12  and  14,*  of  the  22d  of 
May  and  the  7th  of  June  last. 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  responsibility  imposed  upon  you  by  my  despatch  of  the  28th  of 
February  last,  instructing  you  to  convoke  a  Legislative  Assembly,  but  I  am  satisfied,  from 
your  language,  that  you  are  fully  prepared  to  encounter  that  responsibility,  and  to  take  the 
necessary  steps. 

With  respect  to  the  franchise,  you  have,  I  do  not  doubt,  very  good  reason  for  considering 
that  it  is  too  much  restricted  by  the  terms  of  your  Commission.  It  seems  to  me,  however 
that  the  best  course  will  be  not  for  the  present  to  alter  the  Commission ;  but  that  you 
should  act  on  it  in  the  first  instance,  and  bring  upon  the  Assembly  convoked  with  it  a 
measure  for  extending  the  suffrage  in  the  manner  which  you  propose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         H.  Labouchere. 


No.  3, 
Right  Hon.  H.  La- 
bouchere, M.P.,  to 
Governor  Douglas, 
21  Oct.  1856. 

t  Page  454. 


—  No.  3.  — 
(No.  18.) 

Copt  of  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Labouchere,  Ji.p., 

Governor  Douglas. 


to 


Sir,  Downing-street,  21  October  1856. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  dated  22d  July,t  No.  15,  enclosing 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Council  of  Vancouver's  Island,  on  the  4th  and  9th  of  June 
last,  together  with  the  copy  of  a  Proclamation  convening  Assemblies  of  freeholders  and 
remarking  generally  on  the  state  of  the  colony. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         //.  Labouchere. 


—  No.  4.- 


No.  4. 
Right  Hon.  H.  La- 
boucliere,  m.  p.,  to 
Governor  Douglas, 
JO  Nov.  1856. 

X  Page  456. 


(No.  19.) 

Extract  of  DESPATCH  from  the  Right  Honourable  H.  Labouchere,  m.p.  to 
Governor  Douglas;  dated  Downing-street,  10  November  1856. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch,  No.  19,|  of  the  20th  of  August. 

I  have  read  with  satisfaction  the  speech  with  which  you  opened  the  Session  of  the'  Le'o-is- 
lature  on  the  12th  August.  With  respect  to  the  difficulty  you  experience  in  constituting 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  validity  of  the  disputed  elections,  it  is  probable  that  that 
difficulty  will  have  been  removed  before  the  receipt  of  this  despatch. 

I  shall,  therefore,  await  your  further  report  upon  the  subject. 
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Copt  of  DESPATCH  from  the  Eight  Honourable  H.  Labouchere,  M.P.,  to 

Governor  Douglas. 


Appendix,  No,  ig, 

—  No.  5.—  

No.  5. 
Right  Hon.  H.  La- 
bouchere, M.P.,  to 
Goyernor  Douglas, 
24  Jan.  1857. 

Sir,  Downing-street,  24  January  1857- 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  your  despatch,  No.  30,*  of  the  31st  October  last,  reporting  the         *  ^^S*  458. 
proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         H.  Labouchere. 


—  No.  6.  — 


(No.  6.) 

Copy  of  DESPATCH  from  the  Eight  Honourable  H.  Labouchere,  M.  p.,  to 

Governor  Douglas. 


No.  6. 

Right  Hon.  H.  La- 
bouchere, M.  p.,  ti> 
Governor  Douglas, 

Sir,  Downing-street,  24th  March  1857.       ^4  Mar.  1857. 

I  HAVE  to  acknowledge  your  despatch.  No.  2,t  of  the  9th  January,  reporting  the  pro-         t  Page  459. 
«eedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Vancouver's  Island,  from  the  13  th  November  to  the 
18th  December  1856. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         H.  Labouchere. 


DESPATCHES  FEOM  GOVEENOE  DOUGLAS. 


—  No.  7.  — 
(No.  12.) 

Extract  of  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Eight  Honourable 
H.  Labouchere^  M.  P. ;   dated  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  22  May  1856. 

(Received,  12  August  1856.) 
(Answered,  No.  16,  23  August  1856,  page  452.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  No.  5,  %  of  the  28th 
^February  last,  with  its  enclosures. 

It  is,  I  confess,  not  without  a  feeling  of  dismay  that  I  contemplate  the  nature  and  amount 
of  labour  and  responsibility  which  will  be  imposed  upon  me^  in  the  process  of  carrying  out 
the  instructions  conveyed  in  your  despatch.  Possessing  a  very  slender  knowledge  of  legis- 
lation, without  legal  advice  or  intelligent  assistance  of  any  kind,  I  approach  the  subject  with 
diffidence ;  feeling,  however,  all  the  encouragement  which  the  kindly-promised  assistance 
«,nd  support  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  is  calculated  to  inspire. 

Under  those  circumstances,  I  beg  to  assure  you  that  every  exertion  on  my  part  shall  be 
made  to  give  effect  to  your  said  instructions  at  as  early  a  period  as  possible. 

I  have  not  had  time  since  the  arrival  of  your  despatch  to  consider  the  subjects  treated 
therein  as  thoroughly  as  their  importance  requires ;  and  therefore  have  not  arrived  at  any 
definite  conclusion  as  to  the  precise  plan  for  carrying  your  instructions  into  effect.  I  will, 
however,  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  again  on  the  subject.  I  observe  that  the  terms 
of  my  Commission  only  empower  me  "  to  summon  and  call  general  assemblies  of  the  inhabi- 
tants owning  20  or  more  acres  of  freehold  land  within  the  said  island,"  apparently  restricting 
the  elective  franchise  to  the  holders  of  20  acres  of  land  and  upwards,  to  the  exclusion  of 
holders  of  houses  and  other  descriptions  of  town  property,  a  class  more  numerous  than  the 
former.  I  am  utterly  averse  to  universal  suffrage,  or  making  population  the  basis  of  repre- 
sentation ;  but  I  think  it  expedient  to  extend  the  franchise  to  all  persons  holding  a  fixed 
property  stake,  whether  houses  or  lands  in  the  colony ;  the  whole  of  that  class  having  inte- 
rests to  serve,  and  a  distinct  motive  for  seeking  to  improve  the  moral  and  material  condition 
of  the  colony. 

With  those  remarks,  I  would  here  take  the  liberty  of  inquiring  if  it  is  the  desire  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  restrict  the  elective  franchise  to  the  holders  of  20  acres  of  land  or 
upwards,  or  to  give  the  representation  a  more  extended  basis. 

The  mail  is  on  the  point  of  leaving,  and  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  bring  my  remarks 
thus  abruptly  to  a  close. 


No.  7. 
Governor  Douglas 
to  Right  Hon.  H. 
Labouchere,  in.  p., 
22  May  1856. 

I  Page  451. 
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Appendix,  No.  79. 

No.  8. 
Governor  Douglas 
to  Right  Hon.  H. 
Labouchere,  u.  p. 
7  June  1856. 

*  Page  453. 


(No.  14.) 


—  No.  8.— 


Extract  of  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Labouchere,  M.P. ; 
dated  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  7  June  1856. 

(Received,  12  August  1856.) 
(Answered,  No.  16,  23  August  1856,  page  452.) 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on  the  22d  May  last,*  I  have  held  a  meet- 
ing of  Council  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  instructions  contained  in 
your  despatch.  No.  5,  respecting  the  summoning  of  Assemblies  of  the  freeholders  of  this 
colony. 

I  read  to  Council  a  draft  of  the  proclamation  which  I  intend  to  issue  for  convening  the 
Assembly ;  proposed  that  the  island  should  be  divided  into  four  electoral  districts,  and 
should  return  seven  members ;  and  that  the  property  qualification  of  members  should  be 
freehold  estate  of  the  value  and  not  lower  than  300Z.  sterling.  The  property  qualification 
of  voters  to  be  according  to  the  terms  of  Her  Majesty's  Commission,  20  acres  or  upwards  of 
freehold  land. 

The  Council  adjourned  without  coming  to  any  decision  till  to-morrow,  for  the  better 
consideration  of  the  subjects  laid  before  them- 

The  proclamation  for  convening  the  freeholders  will  probably  be  issued  in  the  course  of 
this  week,  and  the  Assembly  will  probably  meet  about  the  first  week  in  August. 

There  will  be  a  diflSculty  in  finding  properly  qualified  representatives ;  and  I  fear  that 
our  early  attempts  at  legislation  will  make  a  sorry  figure ;  though,  at  all  events,  they  will 
have  the  effect  you  contemplate,  of  removing  all  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  our  local 
enactments. 


t  Supra. 


—  No.  9.  — 
No.  9.  (No.  15.) 

Governor  Douglas    Extract  of  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Labouchere,  m.  p.  ; 
to  Right  Hon.  H.  dated  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  22  July  1856. 

iiabouchere,  M,r., 
23  July  1856.       "'  (Received,  14  October  1856.) 

(Answered,  No.  18,  21  October  1856,  page  452.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  enclosing  herewith  minutes  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Council  of 
Vancouver's  Island,  on  the  4th  and  9th  of  June  last.  I  stated  in  my  communication  of 
the  7th  of  June,|  the  subjects  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Council  on  the  4th  of  that 
month.  The  propositions  in  respect  to  the  convening  and  constitution  of  the  Assembly 
were  approved  and  jjassed  without  alteration  at  the  meeting  of  the  9th  of  June. 

In  order  to  suit  the  circumstances  of  the  colony,  the  property  qualification  of  members 
was  limited  to  the  ownership  of  300 Z.  of  freehold  estate,  or  upwards.  To  have  fixed  upon 
a  higher  standard  of  qualification  would  have  disqualified  all  the  present  representatives, 
leaving  no  disposable  persons  to  rejilace  them,  and  it  appeared  to  me  impolitic,  as  well  as 
unconstitutional,  to  dispense  altogether  with  the  property  qualification. 

You  will  observe  by  the  said  minutes,  that  absentee  proprietors  of  freehold  estates  are 
allowed  to  vote  through  their  resident  agents  or  attorneys,  after  the  example  of  British 
Guiana. 

The  division  of  the  settlements  into  four  electoral  districts  admits  of  a  more  equal  repre- 
sentation, and  has  given  more  general  satisfaction  to  the  colonists  than  a  single  poll  opened 
in  any  one  district. 

The  electors  are  so  few  in  number,  that  the  returns  were  mere  nominations  in  all  the 
districts  with  the  exception  of  Victoria,  where  the  contest  was  stoutly  maintained  by  no 
fewer  than  five  rival  candidates. 

The  elections  are  now  over,  and  the  Assembly  is  convened  for  the  12th  day  of  August. 


Enc.  1,  in  No.  g.  Enclosure  1,  in  No.  9. 

Whereas  it  having  pleased  Her  most  Gracious  Majesty,  our  Lady  the  Queen,  in  a 
Commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
constituting  me,  James  Douglas,  Governor  of  Vancouver's  Island  and  its  dependencies,  to 
authorise,  empower,  and  command  me  in  the  manner  and  terms  following ;  to  wit, 

'SVc  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  our  said  Council,  from  time  to  time,  as  need  shall  require,  to  summon  and  call 
general  assemblies  of  the  inhabitants,  owning  20  or  more  acres  of  freehold  land  within  the 
Baid  island  and  its  dependencies  under  your  Government,  in  such  manner  and  form,  and 
according  to  such  powers,  instructions,  and  authorities  as  shall  be  at  any  time  hereafter 
granted  or  appointed  under  our  sign  manual  and  signet,  or  by  our  order  in  our  Privy 
Council,  or  by  us,  through  oneof  our  Principal  Secretaries  of  State ;  and  our  will  and  pleasure 
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returned,  shall,  before  their  sitting,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance ;  which  oath  you  shall  

commission  fit  persons  under  the  public  seal  of  our  said  island  and  its  dependencies  to 
tender  and  administer  unto  them,  and  until  the  same  shall  be  so  taken,  no  person  shall  be 
capable  of  sitting,  though  elected. 

And  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  the  persons  so  elected  and  qualified,  shall  be  called  and 
deemed  the  General  Assembly  of  our  said  island  of  Vancouver. 

And  whereas  Her  most  Gracious  Majesty  having  further,  in  her  aforesaid  instructions 
in  that  behalf,  commanded  and  authorised  me  in  the  terms  and  manner  following,  viz. : — 

You  are  therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  the  members  of  such  assemblies,  hereby 
authorised  to  issue  a  proclamation,  declaring  the  number  of  representatives  to  be  chosen  by 
such  freeholders,  to  serve  In  the  said  General  Assembly,  and  if  you  should  see  fit,  dividing 
our  said  island  and  its  dependencies  into  districts  or  counties,  towns  or  townships,  and 
declaring  the  number  of  representatives  to  be  chosen  by  each  of  such  districts  or  counties, 
towns  or  townships  respectively. 

And  you  are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  nominate  and  appoint  proper  persons 
to  execute  the  office  of  returning  officer  in  the  said  island,  or  In  such  districts  or  counties, 
towns  or  townships  respectively  ;  and  you  are,  as  soon  as  you  shall  see  expedient,  to  Issue 
writs  in  our  name,  directed  to  the  proper  officers  In  the  said  island,  or  the  proper  officers 
in  such  districts  or  counties,  towns  or  townships  respeictively,  directing  them  to  summon 
the  aforesaid  freeholders  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  persons  to  represent  them  in  the 
General  Assembly^,  according  to  the  regulations  and  directions  to  be  signified  In  the  pro- 
clamation to  be  issued  by  you  as  aforesaid. 

Now  let  It  be  known  unto  all  Her  Majesty's  loving  subjects  of  Vancouver's  Island,  and 
Its  dependencies,  that  I,  James  Douglas,  Governor  of  the  said  Island  and  Its  dependencies, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  have  Issued  out  writs  in  due  form  and  accord- 
ing to  law,  calling  a  General  Assembly  of  the  freeholders  aforesaid  of  Vancouver's  Island  and 
its  dependencies,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  members  to  serve  In  the  said  General  Assembly, 
which  writs  are  to  be  returnable  on  Monday  the  4th  day  of  August  next,  and  that  the  said 
election  shall  be  held  at  the  several  precincts  hereinafter  appointed  and  named. 

And  also,  that  the  said  freeholders  shall  thereupon  proceed  to  elect  seven  fit  and  discreet 
persons  to  serve  In  the  said  General  Assembly. 

And  also,  that  we  have  divided  the  said  Island  and  its  dependencies  into  districts,  as 
follows;  to  wit. 


District  of  Victoria. 

District  of  Esquimalt  and  Metchosen. 


District  of  Nanalmo. 
District  of  Soke. 


And  also,  that  the  number  of  representatives  shall  be  as  follows ;  to  wit. 

District  of  Victoria        -  -----    3  members. 

District  of  Esquimalt  and  Metchosen       -  .         .     2  members. 

District  of  Nanalmo        .--_--_i  member. 
District  of  Soke     -----  .-i  member. 

And  also,  that  we  have  hereby  constituted  and  appointed  the  following  persons  returning 
officers  for  the  aforesaid  districts ;  to  wit, 

Andrew  Muir  -         -        -  -  Victoria  District. 

Herbert  W.  O.  Margary   -  -  Esquimalt  and  Metchosen  District. 

Charles  E.  Stuart     -         -  -  Nanalmo  District. 

John  Muir,  jun.         -         _  -  Soke  District. 

And  also,  that  the  said  returning  officers  shall  be  directed  to  give  due  and  proper  notice 
of  the  place  and  time  at  which  the  poll  is  to  be  taken  in  each  of  such  districts  respectively. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Government  House,  Victoria,  this  16th  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six,  and  in  the 
nineteenth  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 

(signed)        James  Douglas,  Governor. 
God  save  the  Queen. 


0.24— Sess.  2.  3  L  4 
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Enclosure  2,  in  No.  9. 

Minute  of  Council. 

Vancouver's  Island,  4  June  1856. 

The  Council  having  met  this  morning,  pursuant  to  summons,  the  Governor  being 
present,  and  the  following  members ;  to  wit,  John  Tod,  senior  member,  James  Cooper, 
Roderick  Finlayson,  John  Work, — 

The  Governor  proceeded  to  lay  before  the  Council  certain  instructions  lately  received  by 
him  from  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  instructing  him  to  call  general  assemblies  of  the 
people  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  Her  Majesty's  instructions  fully  into  effect ;  and  the 
Council  adjourned  at  5  o'clock  p.m.  till  Monday  the  9th  of  June. 

9  June  1856. 

The  Council  having  met  this  morning,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Governor  being 
present,  and  the  following  members ;  to  wit,  John  Tod,  senior  member,  James  Cooper, 
John  Work, — 

Resume  the  consideration  of  Her  Majesty's  instructions  for  calling  general  assemblies 
of  the  freeholders  of  Vancouver's  Island. 

The  subjects  under  consideration  on  the  4th  instant  were  as  follows ;  to  wit. 

The  property  qualification  of  members  serving  in  the  general  assembly. 

The  property  qualification  of  voters. 

The  right  of  absentee  proprietors  to  be  represented  in  the  general  assembly. 

The  Governor  laid  down  as  a  principle  that  the  custom  or  practice  observed  in  England 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  adopted  in  this  colony  in  framing  the  rules  for  elections,  and 
proposed, 

That  the  ownership  of  300  Z.  of  freehold  property  or  immovable  estate  should  con- 
stitute the  qualification  of  a  member  of  the  Assembly. 

That   absentee   proprietors    shall   be   permitted  to  vote  through   their   agents   or 
attorneys. 

That  the  qualification  of  voters  should  be  the  ownership  of  20  acres  of  freehold  land 
or  upwards,  as  required  by  his  instructions  from  tJie  Crown. 

The  Council  expressed  their  unanimous  concurrence  with  those  suggestions,  and  the 
proposed  regulations  are  finally  settled  and  approved. 

It  was  then  resolved  that  the  settlements  should  be  divided  into  four  electoral  districts ; 
viz., 

Victoria  District         -         -        The  country  east  of  the  Victoria  Arm,  and  of  a  line 

running  in  a  northerly  direction  towards  Sanitch, 

so  as  to  include  Peer's  Farm. 
Esquimalt  District     -         -        The  country  west  of  Victoria   Aim  and   east   of 

Pedder  Bay,  including  M'Kenzie's  and  the  farms 

west  of  Colquot's  River. 
Soke  District      -        -        -        From    Pedder  Bay  to  Otter  Head,  the  headland 

beyond  Soke. 
Nanaimo  District        -         -        Colvile  Town. 

It  was  then  resolved,  That  this  Council  do  now  adjourn. 


—  No.  10.  — 

„      ^^-lo.  (No.  19.) 

ijovernor  Douglas  , 

to  Right  Hon.  H.  ExTKACT  of  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Right  Honourable 

Labouchere,  m.  p.,  H-  Labouchere,  m.p.  ;  dated  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  20  August  1856. 


20  Aug.  185G. 


(Received,  28  October  1856.) 
(Answered,  Wo.  19,  10  November  1856,  page  452.) 

The  House  of  Assembly  was  opened  on  the  12th  of  the  present  month.  The  affair 
passed  off  quietly,  and  did  not  appear  to  excite  much  interest  among  the  lower  orders. 

I  herewith  forward  a  copy  of  my  address  to  the  Assembly  on  that  occasion,  which  I  can 
only  ho])e  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  As  mentioned  in  one  of  my  previous  com- 
munications, the  House  of  Assembly  consists  of  seven  members,  viz. 

John  Muir  ---------         Soke  District. 

John  S.  Helmcken\  it,       .      1.  -n-  ^  •  ^ 

m  rti-  ^__.__-_        Jiisquimalt  District, 

ihomas  bkmner   -J  ^ 

J.  D.  Pemberton 
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J.  D.  Pemberton    1  a^      j-     »t 

Jarnes  Yates       - Victoria  District.  Appendoc^No.  .9. 

hi.  hi.  Langford       J 

John  F.  Kennedy Nanaimo  District. 

J.  S.  Helmcken  has  been  elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  but  nothinj?  further  has  been 
done  ;  in  consequence  of  objections  having  been  raised  to  the  validity  of  the  election  in  one 
instance,  and  to  the  property  qualification  in  two  cases,  making  three  out  of  the  seven 
members  against  whose  return  petitions  have  baen  sent  in,  leaving  only  the  Speaker  and 
three  members  at  liberty  to  act,  and  that  number  is  insufficient  to  form  a  committee  of 
inquiry,  the  House,  therefore,  hardly  know  how  to  get  over  the  difficulty.  One  of  the 
petitions  is  evidently  got  up  for  mere  party  purposes,  and  if  that  were  withdrawn,  there 
would  be  four  members  and  the  Speaker,  who  might  proceed  to  regulate  the  affairs  of  the 
House.  In  the  territorial  governments  of  the  United  States,  the  practice  in  such  cases  is, 
for  the  governor  to  grant  certificates  of  qualification  to  a  majority  of  the  members,  who  then 
proceed  to  constitute  the  House,  but  I  am  not  certain  if  such  a  course  would  be  in  harmony 
with  English  law ;  nevertheless,  if  the  House  should  appeal  to  me  on  the  subject,  I  will 
have  recourse  to  that  expedient. 


Enclosure  in  No.  10.  Enc]_  ;„  j^i^.  JO. 

The  Governor's  Address  on  opening  the  General  Assembly  at  Victoria, 
Tuesday,  12  August  1856. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  of  the  House  of  Assembly  : 

I  congratulate  you  most  sincerely  on  this  memorable  occasion  ;  the  meeting  in  full  con- 
vention of  the  General  Assembly  of  Vancouver's  Island,  an  event  fraught  with  consequences 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  its  present  and  future  inhabitants  ;  and  remarkable  as  the  first 
instance  of  representative  institutions  being  granted  in  the  infancy  of  a  British  colony. 

The  history  and  actual  position  of  this  colony  are  marked  by  many  other  remarkable 
circumstances.  Called  into  existence  by  an  Act  of  the  Supreme  Government,  Immediately 
after  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  it  has  maintained  an  arduous  and  incessant  struggle 
with  the  disorganising  effects  on  labour  of  that  discovery.  Kemote  from  every  other 
British  settlement,  with  its  commerce  trammelled,  and  met  by  restrictive  duties  on  every 
side,  its  trade  and  resources  remain  undeveloped. 

Self-supporting,  and  defraying  all  the  expenses  of  its  own  Government,  it  presents 
a  striking  contrast  to  every  other  colony  in  the  British  empire,  and  like  the  native  pines  of 
its  storm-beaten  promontories,  it  has  acquired  a  slow  but  hardy  growth. 

Its  future  progress  must,  under  Providence,  in  a  great  measure,  depend  on  the  intel- 
ligence, industry,  and  enterprise  of  its  inhabitants,  and  upon  the  legislative  wisdom  of  this 
Assembly. 

Gentlemen,  I  look  forward  with  confidence  and  satisfaction  to  the  aid  and  support  which 
the  executive  power  may  in  future  expect  to  derive  from  your  local  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  the  wants  of  the  country.  I  feel  assured  that, 
as  public  men,  holding  a  solemn  and  momentous  trust,  you  will,  as  a  governing  principle, 
strive  with  one  accord  to  promote  the  true  and  substantial  interests  of  the  country  ;  and 
that  our  legislative  labuurs  will  be  distinguished  alike  by  prudence,  temperance,  and  justice 
to  all  classes. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  continue  to 
express  the  most  lively  interest  in  the  progress  and  welfare  of  this  colony. 

Negotiations  are  now  pendino;  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  may 
probably  terminate  in  an  extension  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  to  Vancouver's  Island. 

To  show  the  commercial  advantaires  connected  with  that  treaty,  I  will  just  mention  that 
an  import  duty  of  30  /.  is  levied  on  every  100  Z.'s  worth  of  British  produce  which  is  now  sent 
to  San  Francisco,  or  to  any  other  American  port;  or,  in  other  words,  the  British  proprietor 
pays  as  a  tax  to  the  United  States,  nearly  the  value  of  every  third  cargo  of  fish,  timber,  or 
coal,  which  he  sends  to  any  American  port.  The  reciprocity  treaty  utterly  abolishes 
those  fearful  imposts,  and  establishes  a  system  of  free  trade  in  the  produce  of  British 
colonies. 

The  effects  of  that  measure,  in  developing  the  trade  and  natural  resources  of  the  colony, 
can,  therefore,  hardly  be  over-estimated. 

The  coaU  the  timber,  and  the  productive  fisheries  of  Vancouver's  Island,  will  assume 
a  value  before  unknown ;  while  every  branch  of  trade  will  start  into  activity,  and  become 
the  means  of  pouring  wealth  into  the  country. 

So  unbounded  is  the  reliance  which  I  place  in  the  enterprise  and  intelligence  possessed  by 
the  people  of  this  colony,  and  in  the  advantages  of  their  geographical  position,  that,  with 
equal  rights  and  a  fair  field,  I  think  they  may  enter  into  successful  competition  with  the  people 
of  any  other  country. 

The  extension  of  the  reciprocity  treaty  to  this  island  once  gained,  the  interests  of  the 
colony  will  become  inseparably  connected  with  the  principles  of  free  trade,  a  system  which, 
I  think,  it  will  be  sound  policy  on  our  part  to  encourage. 
0.24— Sess.  2.  3  M  Gentlemen, 
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Appendix,  No.  19.       Gentlemen,  the  colony  has  been  again  visited  this  year  by  a  large  party  of  northern 
Indians,  and  their  presence  has  excited  in  our  minds  a  not  unreasonable  degree  of  alarm. 

Through  the  blessing  of  God,  they  have  been  kept  from  committing  acts  of  open  violence, 
and  been  quiet  and  orderly  in  their  deportment ;  yet  the  presence  of  large  bodies  of  armed 
savages,  who  have  never  felt  the  restraining  influences  of  moral  and  religious  training,  and 
who  are  accustomed  to  follow  the  impulses  of  their  own  evil  natures,  more  than  the  dictates 
of  reason  or  justice,  gives  rise  to  a  feeling  of  insecurity,  which  must  exist  as  long  as  the 
colony  remains  without  military  protection. 

Her  Majesty's  Government,  ever  alive  to  the  dangers  which  beset  the  colony,  have 
arranged  with  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  '' President"  frigate 
should  be  sent  to  Vancouver's  Island ;  and  that  measure  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  carried 
into  effect  without  delay. 

I  shall,  nevertheless,  continue  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  native  Indian  tribes,  by 
treating  them  with  justice  and  forbearance,  and  by  rigidly  protecting  their  civil  and 
agrarian  rights  ;  many  cogent  reasons  of  humanity  and  sound  policy  recommend  that  course 
to  our  attention,  and  I  shall  therefore  rely  upon  your  support  in  carrying  such  measures 
into  effect. 

We  know,  from  our  own  experience,  that  the  friendship  of  the  natives  is  at  all  times 
useful,  while  it  is  no  less  certain  that  their  enmity  may  become  more  disastrous  than  any 
other  calamity  to  which  the  colony  is  directly  exposed. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  according  to  constitutional  usage,  with  you  must 
originate  all  jMoney  Bills ;  it  is,  therefore,  your  special  province  to  consider  the  ways  and 
means  of  defraying  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  government,  either  by  levying  a  Customs 
duty  on  imports,  or  by  a  system  of  direct  taxation. 

The  poverty  of  the  country  and  the  limited  means  of  a  population  struggling  against  the 
pressure  of  numberless  privations,  must  necessarily  restrict  the  amount  of  taxation ;  it  should, 
therefore,  be  our  constant  study  to  regulate  the  public  expenditure  according  to  the  means 
of  the  country,  and  to  live  strictly  within  our  Income. 

The  common  error  of  running  into  speculative  Improvements,  entailing  debts  upon  the 
colony,  for  a  very  uncertain  advantage,  should  be  carefully  avoided. 

The  demands  upon  the  public  revenue  will  at  present  chiefly  arise  from  the  improvement 
of  the  internal  communications  of  the  country,  and  providing  for  the  education  of  the  young, 
the  erection  of  places  for  public  worship,  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  the  administration 
of  justice. 

Gentlemen,  I  feel,  in  all  its  force,  the  responsibility  now  resting  upon  us.  The  interests 
and  well-being  of  thousands  yet  unborn  may  be  affected  by  our  decisions,  and  they  wiU 
reverence  or  condemn  our  acts  according  as  they  are  found  to  Influence  for  good  or  for  evil 
the  events  of  the  future. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  I  have  appointed  Chief  Justice  Cameron  to 
administer  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Members  of  your  House,  and  to  receive  your 
declarations  of  qualific;itIon  ;  you  may  then  proceed  to  choose  a  Speaker,  and  10  appoint  the 
officers  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  House. 

(signed)         James  Douglas,  Governor. 


—  No.  11.— 


No.  n. 

Governor  Douglas 
to  Right  Hon.  H. 
Labouchere,  m.  v. 
.ji  Oct.  1856. 


Page  452. 


No.  15, 

•J2  July  1S56. 

No.  19, 

;o  August  1856. 


(No.  30.) 


Copt  of  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Eight  Honourable 

H.  Labouchere,  M.  P. 


Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  31  October  1856. 
(Received,  14  January  1857.) 

gi].  (Answered,  No.  4,  24  Jamiai-y  1857,  page  453.) 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatch.  No.  16*  of  the  23d  of 
August,  in  reply  to  my  communications  Nos.  12  and  14  of  the  22d  May  and  the  7th  of  June 
last,  reporting  my  proceedings  in  respect  to  carrying  out  the  instructions  contained  in  your 
despatch  of  the  28th  February  1856,  for  convoking  a  Legislative  Assembly  in  this  colony, 
and  requesting  advice  and  instructions  from  you  on  various  subjects  connected  with  that 
measure. 

2.  I  have  since,  in  my  several  despatches  of  the  numbers  and  dates  mentioned  In  the 
margin,  reported  to  you  the  several  steps  taken  towards  carrying  those  instructions  into 
effect,  and  the  formal  opening  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  12th  day  of  August  last, 
together  with  the  objections  raised  to  the  property  ([ualification  of  certain  members,  who 
took  their  seats  on  that  occasion,  and  the  consequent  difficulty  experienced  in  organising 
the  House. 

3.  After 
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3.  After  repeated  adjournments,  the  Speaker,  with  much  tact  and  address,  finally  sue-  Appendix,  No.  10. 

ceeded,  without  my  interference,  in  adjusting  party  differences  and  forming  a  committee,  

which  immediately  proceeded  with  an  inquiry  into  the  qualifications  ot  the  members  elect, 

and  declared  the  return  of  Edward  E.  Langford  null  and  void,  in  consequence  of  his  not 
having  sufficient  property  to  constitute  a  legal  qualification,  and  then  adjourned  to  the  24th 
day  of  October  (present). 

4.  A  fresh  writ  was  in  consequence  issued,  and  Joseph  William  M'Kay  was  returned 
without  opposition  as  member  for  the  district  of  Victoria,  in  the  place  of  Edward  E. 
Langford. 

5.  The  House  met  on  the  24th  day  of  the  present  month  (October),  and  after  some 
necessary  arrangements  adjourned  to  the  13th  day  of  November  next,  when  they  will  be 
prepared  for  serious  work. 

6.  Those  delays  have  not  been  without  their  use,  as  the  members  have  had  time  to  pre- 
pare for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  public  duties  they  have  to  perform,  and  their  minds 
have  been  disabused  of  many  false  notions,  which  were  commonly  entertained  here,  con- 
cerning the  powers  and  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  so  that  on  the  whole  I  do 
not  regret  the  time  spent  in  constituting  the  House. 

7.  I  observe  with  satisfaction  that  in  abiding  by  the  terms  of  my  Commission,  in  respect 
to  the  franchise,  I  have  acted  in  conformity  with  the  instructions  on  that  point  contained  in 
your  despatch,  and  we  shall  further  carry  out  your  instructions  by  bringing  a  measure 
before  the  Assembly,  when  it  is  found  desirable  to  extend  the  suffrage. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         James  Douglas, 

Governor. 


—  No.  12.  — 

(No.  2.)  ,, 

^  ^  No.  12. 

Copt  of  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Eight  Honourable  Governor  Douglas 

H.  Lahouchere,  m.  p.  to  Right  Hon.  H. 

Labouchere,  m.p., 

Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  9  January  1857.       9  Jan.  1857. 

(Received,  17  March  1857.) 

Sir,  (Answered,  No.  6,  24  March  18  )7,  page  453.) 

1.  Mt  last  report  of  the  31st  of  October  *,  on  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Assembly,         «  Page  458. 
closed  with  its  adjournment  to  the  13th  day  of  November,  when  it  again  met,  and  remained 

in  session  tlU  the  18th  of  December  ;  it  then  adjourned  for  the  Christmas  recess. 

2.  The  House  has  been  so  far  chiefly  occupied  with  matters  of  detail,  connected  with  the 
expenditure  and  financial  condition  of  the  colony.  I  furnished  every  means  of  information 
in  my  power  connected  with  those  subjects,  as  you  will  observe  through  my  correspondence 
with  the  House,  which  is  herewith  forwarded. 

3.  A  Bill  granting  the  sum  of  130  Z.  sterling,  for  paying  the  servants  and  defraying  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  House,  was  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  December,  and  the  same 
will  be  brought  before  the  Council  at  an  early  day. 

4.  I  am  now  preparing  a  Bill  for  imposing  a  Customs'  duty  on  imports,  as  a  means  of 
meeting  the  ordinary  expenses  of  Government ;  but  the  subject  must  be  approached  with 
caution,  as  there  is  a  very  general  feeling  in  both  Council  and  Assembly  against  taxation 
under  any  form,  and  I  am  prepared  to  encounter  much  clamour  and  opposition  in  carrying 
so  unpopular  a  measure  through  the  Houses. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         James  Douglas, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  in  No.  12.  End,  in  No.  12. 

Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island. 

E.ETTJENS  to  three  Addresses  of  the  Honourable  the  House  of  Assembly,  numbered 
respectively  11,  12,  13,  without  date,  viz.: 

Address,  No.  11. 

For  a  new  writ  for  the  election  of  a  member  for  the  district  of  Victoria. — (Mr.  Skinner.) 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  3  M  2  Address, 
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Address,  No.  12. 


For  a  correct  copy  of  the  Grant  of  Vancouver's  Island,  and  of  any  other  documents  of  a 
public  nature  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  political  position  of  Vancouver's  Island. 
\ete-        Likewise  a  general  abstract  of  colonial  accounts,  since  the  first  formation  of  the  colony, 
'^^^,^X"^         showing  the  present  income  and  expenditure. — (Mr.  Pemberton.) 

Address,  No.  13. 

That  this  House  is  prepared  to  receive  any  message  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
or  Council. — (Mr.  Skinner.) 

Schedule. 

No.  1. — A  writ  for  a  new  election  of  one  citizen  for  the  town  of  Victoria;  with  return 
from  sheriff. 

]So.  2.  — Charter  of  grant  of  Vancouver's  Island  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  dated 
1.3  January  1849,  and  correspondence  between  the  Colonial  Office  and  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  thereon :  with  circular,  colonisation  of  Vancouver's 
Island. 

No.  3. — Extracts  from  the  Governor's  despatch  to  William  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  Secretary, 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  dated  16  October  1856. 

No.  4. — Extracts  from  the  Governor's  despatch  to  William  G.  Smith,  Secretary,  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  dated  19  July  1855. 


Government  House,  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island, 
27  November  1856. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

I  HEREWITH  transmit  the  documents  described  in  the  accompanying  schedule,  for  your 
information.  The  colonial  accounts,  extending  to  the  close  of  1855,  are  not  yet  completed, 
and  therefore  cannot  be  laid  before  the  House  in  full. 

You  will,  however,  find,  among  the  documents  now  transmitted,  a  full  account  of  all  lands 
appertaining  to  the  public  domain  of  this  colony,  which  have  been  sold  up  to  the  10th  day 
of  October  last,  and  also  a  classified  abstract  of  the  expenditure  of  the  colony,  for  the  year 
ending  with  the  1st  day  of  November  1855. 

In  addition  to  the  proceeds  arising  from  sales  of  the  public  domain  appearing  in  the 
documents  herewith,  the  sum  of  6,193  /.  has  been  received  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
for  lands  purchased  on  their  account  within  the  colony. 

Further  documents,  relative  to  the  financial  state  of  the  colony,  will  be  sent  to  the  House 
as  soon  as  they  are  made  up. 

I  have  to  recommend  that  a  sulliclent  money  appropriation  be  made  by  the  House  to 
defray  the  expense  of  preparing  any  documents  required  for  their  information  in  future,  as 
there  are  at  present  no  funds  at  my  disposal  for  that  purpose. 

I  beg  that  the  charter  of  grant  of  Vancouver's  Island  may  be  returned  when  convenient, 
as  I  have  no  other  copy. 

(signed)         James  Douglas, 

Governor,  Vancouver's  Island. 


EXTEACTS  from  the  Governor's  Despatch  to  William  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  Secretary,  Hudson's 

Bay  Company,  dated  16  October  1856. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  transmitting  herewith  a  statement  of  the  lands,  forming  part  of 
the  public  domain,  which  have  been  sold  in  this  colony  since  the  12th  day  of  July  1855,  up 
to  the  10th  day  of  this  present  month  of  C*ctober  1856. 

You  will  observe,  by  statement  No.  1,  that  the  whole  quantity  of  land  sold  since  last 
year,  amounts  to  2,137  acres.  The  extent  of  unimprovable  rock,  added  to  the  allowance 
made  for  roads,  somewhat  exceeds  837  acres,  leaving  1,299  acres  3  roods  and  26  perches 
chargeable  to  purchasers,  on  which  512/.  17  s.  Q  d.  has  been  already  paid  in,  and  there 
remains  payable  by  annual  instalments  the  sum  of  787  /.  Os.  10  rf. 

The  public  expenditure  of  the  colony  for  the  twelvemonth  ending  with  the  1st  day  of 
November  1855,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  4,107/.  '2s.  3d.  The  income  arising  from  the 
duty  on  licensed  houses,  sales  of  public  land,  and  other  sources,  produced  the  sum  of 
693 1.  2  *.  10  d. 

The 
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The  balanceof  the  account  in  this  country  remaining  unpaid,  is  therefore  3,433/,  195.  5d.,  Appendix,  No.  ifl. 

as  will  appear  in  the  following  exhibit  of  the  public  objects  to  which  that  outlay  was  applied :  

viz.  : 

£.    s.  d. 
7     5  10 


Government  premises  - 

Surveying  departmenjt  supplies 
„  „  wages 

Construction  of  bridges 
„  of  roads  - 


£.183  18     1 
500    -     - 


720  14     7 
667  10  10 


Victoria  church  -        -  - 

Public  schools     -        -  - 
Victoria  parsonage 

Chaplain,  salary  and  board  - 

Collector's  office  -        -  - 

Poor-rates  -         -         -  - 
Administration  of  justice 

Gaol  expenses      -        -  - 

Militia        .        .        -  . 
Sundry  expenses 
Overcharge  from  last  account 


The  sums  placed  to  credit  of  the  colony  are  as  follows;  viz. : — 

Sundry  credits     -         -         -         -         -         -         -£.    18     54 

Land  sales,  &c.    -        -        -        -        -        -        -  334  17     6 

Duty  on  licensed  houses       -----  340    -    - 


Leaving  a  balance  upald  as  beforesaid  of 


683  18     1 


1,388     5     5 

877     1  - 

320     4  11 

117     9  4 

368     7  1 

1     7  6 

10  10  3 

100     -  - 

30     9  2 

81     8  8 

107  14  1 

12     -  11 


4,107     2     3 


693     2  10 


3,413  19     5 


There  is  a  further  sum  of  65 1.  6  s.  8  d.,  arising  from  proceeds  of  land  sales  effected  last 
year,  which  was  omitted  in  the  fur  trade  books,  but  will  be  brought  forward  this  year. 


Extract  from  the  Governor's  Despatch  to  William  G.   Smith,  Esq.,  Secretary, 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  dated  19  July  1855. 

A  COMPLETE  account  of  all  the  land  sales  {see  No.  1)  made  on  Vancouver's  Island,  the 
Company's  purchase  at  Nanaimo  excepted,  since  the  commencement  of  the  colony,  is  here- 
with transmitted.  A  proportion  of  the  land  has  been  paid  only  in  part,  but  the  payments 
will  be  completed  as  soon  as  the  title-deeds  are  ready  for  issue,  otherwise  the  titles  will  not 
be  issued  to  the  purchaser. 


The  amount  of  receipts  for  land  sold,  and  stamps,  as  per  this  account,  is  - 

£.       s.    d. 
Eemitted,  per  last  account,  dated  10th  October  1853     -        3,577    ,5     2 

Paid  by  the  Puget's  Sound  Company  in  London  -        -        2,574    -    - 

Paid  by  W.  C.  Grant  and  J.  Huggins  in  London  -  120     -    - 


Remains  on  hand 
As  per  Statement  No.  2  : 

200/.  of  this  balance  was  paid  over  to  the  fur  trade — 
say  bill  from  Arthur  W.  Owen        -        -         £.150 

Transfer  from  W.  H.  M'Neil      -        -        -        -      50 


£. 


And  credited  the  colony  in  the  books  of  outfit  1854, 
and  the  balance,, say         -        -        -        -         - 

Has  been  paid  over  to  the  fur  trade  on  account  of 
outfit,  1855. 

£. 


200     - 


400     4     2 


600     4     2 


£.       s. 
6,871     9 


d. 
4 


6,271     5     2 


600    4     2 


600    4     2 


0.24 — Sess.  2. 


3M3 


You 
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Appendix,  No.  19.       You  will  observe  by  statement  No.  2,  an  account  of  land  sales  effected  and  monies  received 
- —  for  stamps  at  this  place  since  my  last  report  of  land  sales,  dated  6th  October  1853,  the 

amount  being  600  I.  4  s.  2  d. 


House  of  Assembly,  Vancouver's  Island, 
3  December  1856. 
The  Speaker  begs  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Governor  that  the  House  of  Assembly 
met  this  day  adopted  the  following  resolutions,  and  ordered  the  same  to  be  presented  to 
your  Excellency. 

1st.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  the 
communication  of  November  27th,  1856,  and  that  the  subject  "  relating  to  a  supply  of 
money  for  copying  documents,  &c."  shall  be  taken  into  consideration  at  an  early  period. 

2d.  It  was  resolved.  That  respectful  application  be  made,  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  to  know  "  what  funds  are  subjeit  to  its  control  (if  any),  the  amount  of  the  same, 
and  from  what  source  derived ;  also,  what  fund  is  the  royalty  upon  coal  paid  into  ?" 

3d.  That  T.  J.  Skinner,  Esq.  was  elected  Chairman  of  Committee  and  Deputy  Speaker. 

The  house  stands  adjourned  until  Saturday  next,  December  6th  ;  then  to  meet  at 
10  a.  m. 

(signed)         J.  S,  Helmcken,  Speaker. 


Government  House,  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island, 
6  December  1856. 

Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
I  HAVE  further  to  transmit  with  this  communication  abstracts  of  the  income  and  expen- 
diture of  the  colony  for  the  two  years  ending  respectively  with  the  31st  day  of  October 
1853  and  1854. 

I  have  received  your  Speaker's  address  of  the  3d  day  of  December,  and  highly  appreciate 
your  complimentary  message. 

In  reply  to  the  following  questions  of  the  House,  "  What  funds  are  subject  to  its  con- 
trol ?"  "  the  amount  of  such  funds  ?"  "  from  what  source  derived  ?"  and  "  to  what  fund  is 
the  royalty  upon  coal  paid  into?"  I  would  observe  that  I  am  not  at  present  prejiared  to 
give  the  House  a  reliable  and  decided  answer.  My  own  impression,  however,  is,  tliat  the 
House  can  exercise  a  direct  control  only  over  the  revenue  raised  in  the  colony  through  the 
act  of  the  general  Legislature. 

The  revenue  derived  from  the  tax  on  licensed  houses  is  therefore,  I  conceive,  the  only 
fund  absolutely  at  our  disposal ;  the  proceeds  arising  from  "  land  sales,"  "  royalties,"  and 
"timber  duties"  being  remitted  and  placed  to  account  of  the  Reserve  Fund  in  England, 
which  is,  however,  also  exclusively  applicable  for  colonial  purposes,  with  the  exception  of 
10  per  cent,,  allowed  by  virtue  of  the  charter  of  grant  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

The  amount  of  revenue  derived  from  the  duty  on  licensed  houses,  for  the  respective 
years  mentioned,  is  given  in  the  annexed  table  -.' — 

£.      s.    d. 

Year  1853  -  -  -         -     220     -     - 

„     1854  -         -         .         -  -     460     -     - 

„     1855     -  340     -     - 

Those  sums  are  also  embodied  in  the  abstracts  of  the  colonial  accounts  transmitted  to  the 
House. 

(signed)         James  Douglas, 

Governor,  Vancouver's  Island. 


House  of  Assembly,  Vancouver's  Island, 
The  Speaker,  6  December  1856. 

Has  the  honour  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  House  of  Assembly 
resolved  this  day  : 

"  That  the  Speaker  be  requested  to  thank  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  behalf  of  this 
House,  for  the  information  so  courteously  and  promptly  afforded  ;"  and  further,  "  to  apply 
to  his  Excellency  for  similar  information  for  the  year  ending  November  1856  ;"  as  also  to 
ask,  "  Whether  there  is  any  charge  against  the  Licence  Fund,  to  come  under  their  control 
from  that  date." 

The  Plouse  of  Assembly  will  meet  again  on  Wednesday  next,  at  11  a.  m.,  and  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 

(signed)         J.  S.  Helmcken,  Speaker. 
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Government  House,  Victoria, 
10  December  1856. 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
I  HAVE  received  your  address,  through  Mr.  Speaker's  communication  of  the  6th  Decem- 
ber, and  I  thank  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  kind  message. 

I  herewith  transmit,  for  your  information,  an  abstract  of  tlie  expenditure  and  income  of 
the  colony,  made  up  to  the  31st  day  of  October  last,  excepting,  however,  the  income 
derivable  from  the  royalty  on  coals,  and  the  duty  on  timber,  of  which  a  statement  will  be 
sent  to  the  House  as  soon  as  the  returns  are  received. 

With  respect  to  your  inquiry  touching  the  application  of  the  duty  on  licensed  houses  for 
the  year  1856,  I.have  to  inform  the  House  that  the  whole  sum  derived  from  that  source  of 
revenue  was  paid  over  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  immediately  after  collection,  and  was 
carried,  with  the  other  proceeds  of  revenue,  to  the  credit  of  the  General  Colony  Account, 
as  shown  by  the  abstract  of  the  year's  income  transmitted  with  this  communication. 

(signed)         James  Douglas, 

Governor,  Vancouver's  Island. 


Appendix,  No.  19. 


House  of  Assembly,  Vancouver's  Island, 
The  Speaker,  10  December  1856. 

On  the  part  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  begs  respectfully  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this 
day  of  a  gracious  communication,  and  an  abstract  of  the  income  and  expenditure  for  the 
year  1856  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and  to  inform  his  Excellency  that  the  House 
of  Assembly  unanimously  resolved : 

"  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be  presented  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  for  the 
same." 

(signed)         J.  S.  Helmcken,  Speaker. 


House  of  Assembly,  Victoria, 
The  Speaker,  13  December  1856. 

Has  the  honour  respectfully  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  resolved  this  day, 

"  That  a  requisition  be  made  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  for  a  copy  of  the  last 
'  Census'  of  the  population  of  Vancouver's  Island,"  and  further,  "  that  any  other  informa- 
tion connected  therewith  will  be  thankfully  received." 

The  House  will  meet  on  Thursday  next,  the  18th  instant,  at  11  o'clock,  a.m. 

(signed)         J.  S.  Helmcken,  Speaker. 


Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island, 
17  December  1856. 
Mr.  Speaker  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
I  HAVE  received  Mr.  Speaker's  communication  of  the  13th  day  of  December,  containing 
the  Requisition  of  the  House  "  for  a  copy  of  the  last  Census  of  the  population  of  Vancouver's 
Island  ; "  and  I  have  in  consequence  the-honour  of  forwarding  with  this  letter  the  documents 
described  in  the  annexed  schedule. 

Not  having  time  to  procure  copies,  I  have  sent  the  original  ;documents,  which  the  House 
will  probably  cause  to  be  returned  when  convenient. 

(signed)         James  Douglas,  Governor. 

Schedule  No.  1. — Census  Returns,  Vancouver's  Island  Colony,  1855. 
„         No.  2. — Indian  Population,  Vancouver's  Island,  1856. 


House  of  Assembly  of  Vancouver's  Island, 
The  Speaker,  18  December  1856. 

On  behalf  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  begs  respectfully  to  asknowledge  the  receipt  of 
"  the  Census  of  the  white  and  Indian  population  of  Vancouver's  Island,"  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  has  the  honour  in  the  name  of  the  House,  "  to  thank  his 
Excellency  for  the  same,"  and  that  they  shall  be  returned  at  an  early  period. 

He  also  begs  to  inform  his  Excellency  that  Mr.  R.  Barr  wishes  to  resign^his  office  of 
clerk  of  the  House  pro  tern. 

(signed)         J.  S.  Helmcken,  Speaker. 


0.24 — Sess.  2.  3  M  4 
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House  of  Assembly  of  Vancouver's  Island, 
The  Speaker,  18  December  1856. 

Begs  to  inform  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council,  that  the  enclosed  Appropria- 
tion Bill  was  first  voted  in  Committee  of  Supply,  and  has  subsequently  passed  through  the 
usual  stages  of  first,  second,  and  third  readings,  and  that  it  is  now  presented  by  (»rder  of 
the  House  for  the  consideration  and  approval  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council. 

(signed)         J.  S.  Helmcken,  Speaker. 


A  Bill  for  the  Appropriation  of  certain  Monies  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 

Vancouver's  Island. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  certain  sums  of  money  be  voted  for  defraying  the  unavoid- 
able expenses  attending  the  conduction  of  the  business  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
Vancouver's  Island,  be  it  enacted  : 

1st.  That  50  Z.  sterling  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  copying  statistics  and  documents  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

2d.  That  10/.  sterling  be  granted  to  Mr.  Robert  Barr,  for  his  past  services  as  clerk  of  this 
House. 

3d.  That  5  /.  sterling  be  granted  to  Mr.  Andrew  Muir,  for  his  past  service  of  sergeant- 
at-arms. 

4th.   That  25/.  be  allowed  for  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  House  for  the  year  1857. 

5th.  That  15/.  be  allowed  for  the  salary  of  the  sergeant-at-arms  and  messenger,  for  the 
year  1857. 

6th  That  20  /.  sterling  be  granted  for  lighting,  heating,  and  furnishing  the  House  of 
Assembly,  for  the  year  1857. 

7th.  That  5/.  sterling  be  granted  for  stationery,  for  thef'use  of  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

8th.  That  the  above  items  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  licences  of  July 
16th,  1856. 

Read  the  third  time  this  18th  day  of  December  1856,  a.d.,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded 
to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  and  Council. 

(signed)         J.  S.  Helmcken,  Speaker. 


The  following  resolution  relating  to  the  preceding  Appropriation  Bill  was  also  agreed  to, 
13th  December  1856. 

"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  revenue  received  on  the  16th  day  of  July  1856, 
from  the  licences  to  sell  spirituous  liquors,  &c  ,  ought  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  credit  of 
the  "  Trust  Fund." 

(signed)         J.  S.  Helmcken,  Speaker. 


To  his  Excellency  James  Douglas,  Esq.,  Governor,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir,  House  of  Assembly,  Victoria,  19  December  1856. 

I  AM  instructed  by  the  Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  communication  and  documents  of  the  17th  instant,  and  to 
thank  your  Excellency  for  the  same ;  and  also  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  House 
will  again  meet  on  Wednesday  next,  the  24th  instant,  at  1 1  o'clock,  a.m. 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         Robert  Barr,  Clerk  pro  tern. 


No.  13. 
Governor  Douglas 
to  Right  Hon.  H. 
Labotichere,  m.  p. 
24  Feb.  1857. 


'''Pasc4r,2. 


—  No.  13.  — 

(No.  5.) 

Copy  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Governor  Douglas  to  the  Right  Honourable 

H.  Labouchere,  m.  p. 

Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  24  February  1857. 
Sir,  (Received,  29  April  1867.) 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  despatches,  Nos.  18  and  IS),* 
of  the  21st  of  October  and  the  10th  of  November  last. 

2.  It  is  very  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  speech  with  which  I  opened  the  Legislature  on 
the  12th  of  August  has  received  your  approval. 

3.  The  House  of  Assembly  not  having  met  for  regular  business  since  my  report  of  the 
9th  of  January,  there  is  nothing  of  importance  to  add  to  the  information  then  communi- 
cated respecting  its  proceedings. 

4.   The 
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4.  The  Council  was  convened  on  the  14th  day  of  the  present  month,  for  the  considera-  Appendix,  No,  19- 

tion  of  an  Act  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  18th  day  of  December,  granting 

the  sum  of  130/.  sterling,  chargeable  to  the  duties  on  licensed  houses,  to  be  applied, 
in  the  manner  stated  in  the  several  clauses  of  the  Act,  as  it  appears  in  the  minutes  <w' 
Council  forwarded  herewith.  This  Act,  with  some  few  verbal  alterations,  passed  the 
Council  on  that  day,  and  will  be  transmitted  after  receiving  the  final  approval  of  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

0.  The  consideration  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  admi- 
nistration of  justice  in  civil  cases,  as  submitted  by  Chief  Justice  Cameron,  with  a  com- 
munication of  which  I  herewith  forward  a  copy,  was  taken  up  on  the  14th,  and  finally 
passed  the  Council  without  alteration  on  the  17th  of  February. 

6.  A  copy  of  those  rules  will  also  be  transmitted  for  Her  Majesty's  final  approbation  or 
disallowance,  as  soon  as  transcribed  and  carefully  revised,  and  by  that  time  the  official  seal 
of  the  court,  for  which  I  took  the  liberty  of  sending  a  requisition  with  my  despatch,  No.  18, 
of  the  14th  of  August  last,  will  probably  have  arrived  in  this  country,  and  will  be  attached 
to  the  document  as  directed  by  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council. 

7.  A  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Rules  and  Rei^nlations  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
published  on  the  18th  of  this  month  of  February,  is  also  forwarded  with  this  despatch. 

8.  Hoping  that  those  proceedings  may  meet  your  approval, 

I  have,  &c. 
(signed)         James  Douglas, 

Governor. 


Enclosure  1,  in  No.  13.  End.  1,  in  No.  13. 

Copy  of  Minutes  of  a  Council  held  at  Victoria,  Vancouver's  Island,  on  the  14th,  and 

following  days  of  February  1S67. 

Saturday,  14  February  1857. 

The  Council  having  met  this  morning  pursuant  to  a  summons  issued  on  the  13th  of  this 
present  month ;  the  Governor  being  present,  and  the  following  members,  viz.  :  John  Tod, 
senior  member,  Roderick  Finlayson,  John  Work. 

The  Governor  then  proceeded  to  lay  before  the  Council,  an  Act  granting  the  sum  of 
130  I.  for  defraying  the  unavoidable  expenses  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  which  was  read 
for  the  third  time,  and  passed  the  House  on  the  18th  day  of  December  last. 

The  Council  having  read  the  several  clauses  of  the  said  Act,  it  was  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment that  the  following  words  should  be  omitted  in  the  preamble,  that  is  to  say,  "attending 
the  conduction  of  the  business,"  and  the  foll^«i}rig-%ords  in  the  8th  clause,  viz. ;  "  Licences  ^^ 

of  16lh  July  1856,"  and  that  the  Act  be  as  follows  : 

A  Bill  granting  certain  Sums  of  Money  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Vancouver's 

Island. 

Whereas  it  is  necessary  that  certain  sums  of  money  be  voted  for  defraying  the  unavoid- 
able expenses  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Vancouver's  Island,  be  it  therefore  enacted  : 

1st.  That  50  I.  sterling  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  copying  statistics  and  documents  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

2d.  That  10 /.  sterling  be  granted  to  Mr.  Robert  Barr  for  his  past  services  as  clerk  of  this 
House. 

3d.  That  5Z.  sterling  be  granted  to  Mr.  Andrew  Muir  for  his  past  services  as  serjeant- 
at-arms. 

4th.  That  25  I.  sterling  be  allowed  for  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  House  for  the  year 
1857. 

5th.  That  15  I.  sterling  be  allowed  for  the  salary  of  the  serjeant-at-arms  and  messenger, 
for  the  year  1857. 

6th.  That  20  Z.  sterling  be  granted  for  lighting,  heating,  ami  furnishing  the  House  of 
Assembly  for  the  year  1857^ 

7th.  That  5  Z.  sterling  b^^ranted  for  stationery  for  the  use  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

8th.  That  the  above  items  be  paid  out  of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  duty  charged  on 
licensed  houses. 

The  Act  so  amended  was  approved  and  passed.  01  •  £•  t 

The  Governor  then   proceeded  to  lay   before  the  Council   a  letter  from  Chief  Justice 

Cameron,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  rules  and  manner  of  proceeding  to  be  observed  m  the 

Supreme  Court  of  Civil  Justice  of  Vancouver's  Island,  drawn  up  in  virtue  of  the  authority 
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Appendix,  No.  ig.   vested  in  the  Court  by  Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  4th  day  of  April  1856, 

1_     "         which  was  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  Council. 

This  document  was  before  the  Council  until  evening,  when  an  adjournment  took  place  to 
Monday,  the  6th  instant. 

Monday,  16  February  1857. 

The  Council  met  this  mornins^,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  the  Governor  and  the  same 
Membersbeing  present,  as  on  Saturday  the  14th  instant. 

Proceeded  with  the  reading  and  consideration  of  the  rules  and  manner  of  proceeding  of 
the  Supreme  Court  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday  the  17th 
instant. 

Tuesday,  17  February  1857. 
The  Council  met  thi*  morning  according  to  adjournment,  the  Governor  and  the  same 
Members  being  present,  as  on  Monday  the  16th  instant.     Completed  the  reading  and  con- 
sideration of  the  rules  and  manner  of  proceeding  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  were  unani- 
mously approved  and  passed  in  Council. 
The  Council  then  adjourned. 

(signed)         James  Douglas,  Governor. 


End.  2,  in  No.  13.  Enclosure  2,  in  No.  13. 

Copy  of  Letter  from  Chief  Justice  Cameron  to  Governor  Douglas. 

Sir,  Belmont,  12  February  1857. 

I  HEBKWiTH  transmit,  for  the  approval  of  your  Excellency  and  your  Honourable  Council, 
a  copy  of  the  rules  and  manner  of  proceeding  to  be  observed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Civil 
Justice  of  Vancouver's  Island,  drawn  up  in  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in  the  Court  by 
Her  Majesty's  Order  in  Council,  dated  the  14th  day  of  April  1856. 

As  no  seal  has  yet  been  received  for  the  use  of  the  Court,  I  have  authenticated  the  copy  by 
my  signature,  which  I  hope  may  suffice  for  its  passing  your  Council.  And  as  these  rules 
cannot  take  effect  until  three  months  at  least  after  pubhcation,  I  hope  your  Excellency 
and  Council  will  take  action  on  them  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I  am,  &c. 
(signed)         David  Cameron,  c.  j. 


End.  3,, in  No.  13. 


Enclosure  3,  in  No.  13. 


Pkoclamation  by  his  Rxcellency  James  Douglas,  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Colony  of  Vancouver's  Island  and  Dependencies,  and  Vice-Admiral  of  the  same, 
Slc.  &c.  &c. 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
of  Her  Most  Honourable  Privy  Council,  in  an  order  from  ihe  Court  at  Buckingham  Palace, 
bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  April  1856,  to  constitute  a  court  for  the  administration  of 
justice  in  civil  cases  in  her  colony  of  Vancouver's  Island,  and  to  vest  in  the  said  court 
power  and  authority  to  frame,  C'  nstitute,  and  establish  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall 
seem  meet,  touching  and  concerning  the  forms  and  manner  of  proceeding  to  be  observed  in 
the  said  court,  and  the  practice  in  pleadings  and  other  matters,  as  set  forth  and  declared 
in  Her  Majesty's  said  Order  in  Council. 

Now,  be  it  known  unto  all  Her  Majesty's  subjects,  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
said  court,  as  submitted  by  Chief  Justice  Cameron,  have  been  approved  and  passed  the 
Council  this  17th  day  of  February  1857,  and  will  tiake  effect  three  months  from  the  date 
hereof. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Government  House,  Victoria,  this  18th  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1857,  and  in  the  20th  year  of  Her  Majesty's 
reign. 

(signed)         James  Douglas,  Governor,     (seal.) 

By  his  Excellency's  command, 

(signed)         Richard  GoJledge,  Secretary. 
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[N.B. — In  tfiis  Index  the  Figures  following  the  Names  of  the  Witnesses  refer  to  the  Questions 
of  the  Evidence;  those  following  App.  p.  to  the  paging  of  the  Appendix;  and  the  Numerals 
following  Rep.  p.  to  the  paging  of  the  Report.] 


A. 

ABORIGINES  PROTECTION  SOCIETY.  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Aborigines  Protection  Society  to  Mr.  Labouchere,  dated  i8lh  May  1857,  'dative  to 
the  condition,  circumstances,  trnd  treatment  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  territories  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  App.  p.  441-444. 

Administration  of  Justice.  Particulars  as  to,  and  ap|)roved  of,  the  system  of  administration 
of  justice  throughout  the  Indian  territory  and   Rupert's  Land,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1018-  ' 

1023.  1039-1043.  1060,  1061.  1150-1193.  1387-1405 All  criminal  cases  are  tried  at 

Hed  River,  and  are  open  to  the  public,  ib.  1145 Tlie  Recorder  of  lied  River  acts  also 

at  Norway  House,  ib.  1189,  1190 The  factors  act  as  magistrates,  ib.  1191-1193. 

Justice  was  well  admin'istered  at  Red  River  when  witness  was  there  in  1847,  Ciofton 

3212.3328-3333 Particulars  as  to  the  mode  of  administration  of  justice,  26.3212- 

3231 Trials  by  magistrates  take  place  wiihout  a  jury,  ib.  3220-3222 Copy  of  a 

law  passed  by  the  Red  River  Council  on  the  19th  July  1845,  relative  to  accused  persons 
tampering  with  the  evidence  of  their  relatives,  &c. ;  belief  that  the  law  has  never  been 
acted  upon,  M'Laughlin  4899-4901. 

The    functions  of   witness,  as  Governor  of   Assiniboia,  were  judicial  and  legislative, 

Caldwell  5361.  5410-5414 As  head  of  the  legislative  and  judicial  bodies,  witness  was 

assisted  by  a  council  and  recorder,  ib.  5410-5414 During  Mr.  Thorn's  absence,  sub- 
sequently to  1849,  witness  was  sole  administrator  of  justice  (save  that  there  was  a  jury), 
and  adopted  very  much  the  plan  used  in  military  courts,  ib.  5437-5439-  5503,  5504. 

Satisfactory  though  rude  way  in  which  justice  is  administered;  no  act  of  gross  in- 
justice or  exceptional  administration  has  taken  [ilace,  Might  Hon.  U,  jEZ/ice  5805.  5828, 

5829.  5930 Satisfaction   to  the   Home  Government,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants,  by 

the  administration  of  justice  by  the  Company,  ib.  5805 Further  statement  as  to  the 

satisfactory  administration  by  the  Company,  notwithstanding  that  there  have  been  com- 
plaints by  the  Red  River  colonists,  ib.  5929,  5930 -The  Crown  has  at  present  sufficient 

power  to  establish  magistrates  wheiever  it  pleases,  ib.  6070,  6071. 

See  also  Foss  v.  Pelly.  Jurisdiction.         Thorn,  Adam.         Vancouver's  Island,  3. 

Adventurers  (Hudson's  Hay  Company).     List  of  the  adventurers,  dated  November  1856, 

■^/'JO.JP- 446-448. 
Agitation  and.  Discontent.     See  Canada,  2.         Half-breeds.         Red  River  Settlement,  8. 

Agriculture.      See  Barley.  Climate.  Colonisation  and  Settlement.  Cumberland 

House,  Indian  Corn.  Indians,  5.  Red  River  Settlement,  2.  4.  Saskatchewan 
River.         Vancouver's  Island,  12.         Wheat. 

Alexander    Fort.      Swampy  country  in    the    neighbourhood    of   Fort  Alexander,  Sir  G. 

Simpson  958,  959 A    settletnent    might    be   formed  near    Fort  Alexander,   at    the 

southern  extremity  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4:^05,  4306. 

Amelioration  of  Climate,     See  Climate, 

American  Frontier,     See  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  6.         Squatting.         United  States. 

American  Fur  Company.     Large  trade  of  the  American  Fur  Company  in  furs,  procured  in 

the  Western  Slates  where  the  trade  is   open,  Isbister  2415-2417 The  American  Fur 

Company  has  no  exclusive  privileges,  M'Laughlin  5072. 

See  also  Fur  Trade,  12. 
0.24-^Sess.  2.  3  N  4  Ammunition. 
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Ammunition.     Practice  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  ammunition  to  the  Indians ;  the  Company- 
do  not  barter  it,  and,  if  possible,  always  supply  it  when  wanted,  Sir  J.  Richardson  2992- 

3001 Dependent  state  of  the  Indians  on  the  score  of  ammunition  supplies,  Kiny 

5685-5689 More  dependent  character  of  the  Indians  since  the  substitution  of  the  gun 

for  the  bow  and  arrow,  ib.  5685-5687. 

Anderson,  Right  Rev.  David,  D.D.     (Analysis   of  his  Evidence.)     Has   been   Bishop    of 

Rupert's  Land  for  seven  or  eight  years,  4231 Resided  ac  the  Red  River  Settlement, 

4232,4233 Has  travelled  to  considerable  distances  from  lied  River;  -has  twice  visited 

every  mission  station,  4234.  4250 There  are  nineteen  clergymen  of  the  Church  of 

England   besides  witness  located  in   Rupert's  Land,  all  furnished  bv  different  societies. 

except  the  one  who  is  chaplain  to  the  Compauv,  4235-4237 The.  total  income  of 

witness  is  about  680  Z.  a  year,  derived  partly  from  a  bequest  of  the  late  Mr.  Leitli,  and 
partly  by  a  payment  of  300/.  a  year  underiaken  by  the  company  for  a  chaplaincy;  the 
laiter  sum  cannot  be  disturbed  at  ihe  option  of  the  company,  4238-4246. 

Considerable  amount  of  good  effected  by  the  operation   of  the  Church  Missiona<-v 
Society,  both  in   a  social  and  religious  point  of  view,  4247,  4248.  4251.  4255,  4256. 

4262-4273.  4296-4299 From  8,000  to  10,000  Indians  are,  more  or  less,  influenced 

by  Christianity  and  Protestantism,  4248.  4256 Statement  delivered  in,  dated  Church 

Missionary  House,  4th  June,  1857,  respecting  the  operations  of  the  snciety  in  North- 
west America,  4249 Statistics  as  to  the  stations,  the  missionaries  and  assistants,  the 

communicants,  and  the  scholars,  ib. Comparative  expenditure  of  the  society  during 

the  ten  years  from  1847-48  to  1856-57,  ib. 

The  missionaries  are  very  devoted  and  faithful  men,  4251 They  are  not  subject  to 

uny  undue  influence  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  4252 ^There  are  t\^o 

native  Indian  clergymen,  and  one  clergyman  partly  of  Indian  extraction,  who  are  very 

useful,  4253,  4254.  4423,  4424 Particulars  as  to  the  Indian  settlements  at  Red  River 

and  Moose  Fort;  increase  of  the  native  population,  of  native  education  and  of  social 
improvement  at  those  places,  4255.  4262-4273.  4297-4299.  4386-4391. 

Remarkably  fine  crops  grown   at  Red    River,  4257.  4260 Bar  to   cultivation   at 

Moose  Fort  on  account  of  the  climate,  4257-4261 Advantage  of  the  syllabic  system 

•of  writing  in  which  the  Indians  are  instructed,  4268-4273 Witness   refers  to  and 

delivers  in  a  memorial  recently  sent  by  Iiim  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  containing 
sundry  suggestinn-  legardrng  the  settlement  of  the  territory  and  the  advancement  of 
•education  and  civilisation,  4274-4279 The  Company  have  done  much  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Indians,  4275 Importance  of  a  grant  by  the  Comf)any  in  aid  ot'  education, 

4278,  4279. 

There   is  a    Presbyterian   church  at  Red  River,  4280 There  are  Roman-Catholic 

■clergymen  with  a  bishop  at  their  head,  4281 Exclusive  of  pure   Europeans,  there  are 

not  more  than  14,000  or   16,000   Christians,  of  all  sects,  of  Indian    oiigin   in    Rupert's 

Land,  4282-4290 Impression  that  Sir  G.  Simpson's   estimate  of  the  number  of  the 

ln<iian  pdpuiatn.n  i-;  too  low,  4291,  4292 Witness  does  not  consider  the  government 

of  the  Company  favourable  to  settlement,  4293-4295.  4349-4355 Possibility  of  agri- 
culture and  settlement  along  the  more  southern  parallels  of  the  territory  ;  particular  points 
adveited  to  hereon,  4294.  4305  et  seg.  4356  et  seq. 

Encouragement  by  the  Company  to   agriculture  by  the  Indians  at  Red  River,  Sec, 

4300-4303.  4345,  4346 Route  from   Lake  Winnipeg  to  Moose;  there  is  not  much 

timber  by  the  wav,  4:^07-4320 The  country  has  not  been  sufficiently  cleared  to  pro- 
duce any  amelioration  of  climate,  4321-4325 At  James's  Bay  and  other  places  animals 

are  more  scarce  than   formerly,  and  living  is  sometimes  very  precarious,  4326-4334 

The   Company  have   not  specially  tried   to  collect  the   Indians  into  villages,  4335 

Arrangements  as  regards  medical  men,  and  the  supply  of  medicines,  4336-4339. 

The  Company  grant  100/.  a  year  towards  the  schools  at  Red  River,  4342 They  are 

building  a   Church   at   Moose,"and  another  at  York,  4343,  4344 The  Indians  are 

increasing  where  settled,  and  decreasina  up  the  country,  but  are  on  the  whole  decreasing, 

4347>  4348 Explanation  as  to  the  Company  having  opposed  the  settlement  of  Portage 

la  Prairie,  on  the  Assiniboine  River,  4349-4355.  4430 The  Company  oppose  settle- 
ment, as  increasing  the  local  expenses  of  Red  River  colony,  4350-4353.  4432-4440 

Expediency  of  opening  up  the  communication  between  Canada  and  Red  River,  and 
settling  the  frontier  country  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Rocky  Mountain,  4356,  4357. 
4370-4380.  4414 Want  of  artisans  at  Red  River,  4369. 

Progressive  social  and  intellectual  development  of  the  half-castes  at  Red  River,  4383. 

4421-4429 -Deiiendence  to  be  placed  on  the  half-castes  as  settlers,  4384,  4416.  4425 

Although  in  the  Unit  A  Stales  and  Canada  the  red  man  has  disappeared  before  the 

march  of  colonisation,  witness  believes  that  if  proper  measures  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
settlement  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory,  the  Indians  may  become  tillers  of  the  soil,  and 

preserved  as  a  distinct  people,  4385-4420 Destruction  of  the  Indian  if  the  country  be 

thrown  open,  and  spirits  introduced,  4403-4408.  4419,  4420. 

Explanation  as  to  the  opposition  of  the  Company  to  the  formation  of  a  missionary 

settlement  at  Headingley,  4431-4433 Though  an  increase  of  population  would  cause 

increased 
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increased  expense  of  government,  it  would  also  increase  the  means  of  government,  4434- 

4440 Witness  has  not  heard  of  any  attempt  by  the  Company  to  establish  a  settltuient 

neur  the  Rapids,  4441. 

Annexation  to  Canada.      See   Canada,  2.  4.  9.  10.  Colonisation   and  Settlement,  6. 

Legislation.         Red  River  Settlement,  9.  10. 

Artisans.     Want  of  artisans  at  Red  River,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4369. 

Assiniboia.     See  Red  River  Settlement. 

Assinihoine  River.    Good  land  along  the  banks  of  the  Assiniboine  River,  Sir  G.  Simpson 
888-890. 

Athabasca  Lake.     Cultivation  of  potatoes,  but  not  of  cereals,  at  Lal<e  Athabasca,  Lefroy 

246- Character  of  the  country,   after  crossing   the   tiiotmtains  from  the  west,   from 

Jasper's  House,  down  the  Athabasca  River,  and  to  Slave  Lake,  Miles  4677-4679. 

See  also  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  2. 


B. 

Bach,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  George,  F.U.S.,  D.C.L.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  been 
on  three  clifFt-rent  expeditions  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  occupying  about  nine  years 

altogether;  was  last' there  in  1835 ;   3440-3443 Description  generally  of  the  routes 

take^n    by  witness  on  each  of  tliese  expeditions,  3444-3456 Manner  in  whicli  the 

expeditions  were  supplied  with  food;  great  assistance  afforded  hereon  by  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  3457.  3492,  3493.  3527-3529- 

Tlie  travelling  was  all  by  water,  in  canoes  or  boats,  3458-3461^ The  winter  months 

were  spent  in  making  scientific  observations  and  procuring  food,  travelling  being  then 

impracticable,  3462,  3463.  3470.  3489-3492 Number  and  class  of  men  composing 

the  several  expeditions,  3464-3466 No  trouble  was  experienced   Irom  the  Indians, 

3467-3469 Exceeding  coldness  of  the  climate  at  Fort  Reliance  ;  the  soil  as  well  as 

the  climate  rendered  cultivation  impraciicable,  3471-3477-  3499-3501 Slight  extent 

of  cultivation  at  Cumberland  House  in  1820  ;  3479. 

The  route  to  Red  River,  &c.  by  Fort  York  is  less  difficult  than  the  Fort  William  or 

any  other  route,  3480-3486 Great  kindness  of  the   Company  artd  their  servants  to 

the  Indians    when    in    distress;    instances  of  this,  3487.   3496-  35i3-35i6.    3549:3556 

. Unfitness   generally  of  the  leriiiory  for  colonisation,  3488 Instances  of  distress 

and  mortality  of  the  Indians  from  want  of  food,  3496-3498.  3508,  3509.  3524,  3525,  3536- 

g^gg Unsiiitablcness  of  the  soil  at  Fort  York  for  cultivation,  3502-3505 Few 

casualties  during  the  second  and  third  expedition ;  on  the  firsi  expedition  more  than  half  the 
men  died  from  want  of  food  and  clothing,  3506-3508. 

Slight  effect  of  civilisation  upon  the  Indians,  3510,351 1 Good  feeling  of  the  Indians 

towards  the  Company,  3514 The  servants  of  the   North-west  Company    acted    very 

kindly  towards  the  first  expedition,  3515 Better  poshion  of  the  Indians  under  the  Cp^n- 

pany's  rule,  though  less  independent  since  the  use  of  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  3517- 
2^23- Further  evidence  as  to  the  climate  at  Fort  Reliance  and  other  of  the  more  north- 
ern points,  3531-3535.  3540-3548 On  all   occasions  the  expeditions  in  which  witness 

was  engaged  received  every  kindness  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  3557. 

Back,  Sir  George.     Better  opportunities  of  witness  than  of  Sir  George  Back  for  observing 
the  character  of  the  country.  King  5650-5652. 

Banking  Accommodation.     There    is  no  bank  at  Red  River,  but  the   settlers  have  agents  in 

England.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1995,  1996. 
Baring  Island,  Sfc.     Character  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  Banks  or  Baring  Island,  and  of 

Wollaston  and  Victoria's  lands,  Rae  396-402. 

Barley.     Cultivation   of  barley  at  Lake  La  Crosse,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Cumberland 

House  Lefroy  246 Fort  Simpson  is  the  most  norihern  point  at  which  barley  is  grown, 

jj.  247 Mention  of  several  northerly  points  at  which  barley  is  grown,  Ttae  391. 

Barter.     See  Fur  Trade,  5.         Trading  Supplies. 

Basquia  River.     Success  comparatively,  of  the  cultivaiion,  as  carried  on  by  civilised  Indians, 
at  a  place  called  the  Phs,  or  rather  the  Basquia  River,  Lefroy  171-180.  246. 

Beads.     Beads  are   not  now  traded  with  the  Indians,  but  are  given   as  gratuities,  Sir  G. 

Simpson  1624-1629. 
Bills  of  Exchange.     Goods  supplied  by  the  Company  are  paid  for  half-yearly  by  bills  of 

exchange;  per-centage  charged  by  the  Company  on  .these  bills,  Corbett  2784-2790. 
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Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land.     Witness  has   been   Bishop  of  Rupen's   Land  for  eight  years. 

Might  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  ^231 Has  travelled  considerable  distances  from  Red  River; 

has  twice  visited  every  mission  si;ition,  ib.  4234.  4250-- The  total   income  of  witness  is 

ab(ut  680/.  a  year,  derived  partly  from  a  bequest  of  the  late  Mr.  Leith  and  partly  by  a 
pitymei)t  of  300/.  a  year  undertaken  by  the  Company,  lor  a  chtiplaincy;  the  latter  sum 
cannot  be  disturbed  at  the  option  0!  the  Company,  ib.  4238-4246. 

Witness  lefers  to  and  delivers  in  a  memorial  recently  sent  by  iiim  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  containing:  sundry  suggestions  regarding  the  settlement  of  the  territory,  and 
the  advancement  of  education  and  civilisation,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4274-4279, 

Explanation  as  to  the  nature  of  the  obligation   by  which  the  Company  pay  300/.  a 

year  to  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land,  Maywarc?  444 7-4450 Testimony  to  the  exertions 

of  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land  in  the  cause  of  education,  Caldwell  5525,  5526. 

See  also  Anderson,  Right  Rev.  David,  D.D. 

Blackfeet  Indians.     The  Blackfeet  Indians,  on  the  Upper  Saskatchewan,  are  very  warlike, 
Lefroy  303-305.  316,  317. 

Blanshard,  Richard.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Left  England  for  Vancouver's  Island 
in  1849,  as  the  first  governor  of  the  island,  and  remained  there  nearly  two  years,  5097- 

5103 Was  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  was  altogether  independent  of  any  control 

on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  5100.  5104 The  grant  of  the  island  to  the 

Company  was  made  in  1848;  5102. 

Fitness  of  the  island  for  an  English  settlement,  5105 The  climate  is  very  good  and 

temperate,  and  is  not  subject  to  such  extremes  as  that  of  England,  5105.  5277-5283 

A  large  porti.  n  of  the  soil  is  very  fertile,  5105.  5303,  5304 There  is  a  great  deal  of 

timber,  principally  pine ;   this,  as  regards  colonisation,  would  be  an  advantage  rather  than 

an   obsiruciion,  5106-5110.   5291-5302 Tlie  country  about   Eraser's  River,  on   the 

mainland,  was  spoken  of  as  extremely  fertile,  5112,  5113. 

When  witness  left  the  island  there  were  about  thirty  independent  settlers,  5114-5116. 

5265-5268 The  Indians  subsist  chiefly  by  fishiui;,  and  are  a  very  degraded  race, 

5117-5120.   .5251-5260 Coal  had    been   discovered   only  in  small   quantities  whilst 

wiiiitss  was  there,  5121 The  non-srttlement  of  the  island  is  mainly  attributable  to 

the  restrictions  upon  the  acquisition  of  land  ;   particulars  hereon,  5122-5142.  5172-5177 

Statement  as  to  the  Company  having  claimed  as  their  own  a  district  ot  about  ten 

square  miles  round  Fort  Victoria,  5134-5146.  5284-5287. 

Witness  leceived  no  salary  either  from   the  Company  or  the  Government,  5148,  5149. 

5156,  5157 Expectations  which  induced  him  to  accept  the  appointment,  5149.  5160, 

5161 Statement  as  to  his  having  been    promised  1,000  acres  of  land  by  the  governor 

of  the  Company,  which  promise   was  subsequently  evaded,  5149-5155 Considerable 

expense  incurred  by  witness  in  the  matter,  5158,  5159.  5162. 

High  piices  demanded  by  the  Company  for  thtir  stoies,  more  especially  in  the  case  of 

settlers,  5162-5167 Doubt  whether  the  Californian  gold  fields  operated   as  a  bar  to 

settlement,  5168,  5169 DifEculty  as  regards  freight,   which   prevented  witness  from 

obtaining  supphes  from  England,  5178,  5179 Qualifications  of  witness  for  the  office  of 

governor,  5180-5182.  5207,  5208 He    had  veiy  little  to  do  except  to  settle  disputes 

between  the  Company's  officers  and  their  servants,  5183-5191. 

The  island  was  but  httle  more  than  a  tradinis:  post,  5192-5195 The  interests  of  the 

Company  were    opposed   to  colonisation,  5196,  5197 The   Indians  were  very  kindly 

treated    by  the    Company,  5198.   5234.  5235.  5244 Instance   of   murder    by  some 

Indians;  how  dealt  with,  5199,  5200.  5231-5233 Reasons   why  witness  resigned  the 

governorship,  5201 Mode   of  appointment  of    i\1r.  Douglas  as   his  successor,  5202, 

5203 System  of  admimstiation  of  justice,  5204-5209. 

Particulars  as   to  a  dispute   between  witness  and  Mr.  Douglas  about  the  register  of  a 

ship,  5210-5230- Assistance  rather  than  obstruction    to  colonisation,  so   far  as  the 

Indians  are  concerned,  5236-5249 As  in  the  United  States  so  in  Vancouver's  Inland, 

the  red  man  would  soon  disappear  before  the  march  of  civilisation,  5239-5243 Very 

little  produce  was  raised  in  the  island  during  witness's  residence,  5262-5264 ^Memorial 

presented  to  witness  by  the  settlers  relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  council  on  his  retire- 
ment, 5269 Origin  of  the  settlement  of  Oregon   adverted   10,5270-5274 Ample 

opportunities  of  Mr.  Cooper  for  acquiring  information  upon    the  state  of  the  island  and 

upon  its  administration,  5275,  5276 Excellence  of  Esquimault  Harbour,  5288    5'}o6- 

5312. 

As  regards  the  Puuet  Sound  Company,  its  affairs  were  so  much  identified  with  those 
of  the   Hudson's  Bay  Company  that  witness  could  never   distinguish  between  the  two 

52«9,  5290.   5313,  5314.   5342-5357 Comment  on   the  manner  in   which   Captain 

Langford  was  received  and  treated  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  his  arrival  in  the 
island  ;  nature  of  his  connexion  with  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  5314-5344 Im- 
pression that  Mr.  Douglas  acted  as  manager  for  the  Puget  Souiid'Company,  5340-5346 

Witness 
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Blanshard,  Richard.    (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Witness  understood  that  any  settlers  and  labourers  were  introduced  by  the  Hudson's 

Bay  Company,  though  in  fact  they  may  have  been  sent  by  the  Puget  Sound  Company, 
6347-5357- 

Boundaries: 

1 .  More  clear  Definition  recommended ;  how  far  Important. 

2.  Line  of  Boundary  proposed  on  the  part  of  Canada. 

1.  More  clear  Definition  recommended ;  how  far  Important : 

A  clear  definition  of  what  ihe  lei^al  boundaries  of  Canada  and  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territories  really  are   is  very  important,  Eos*  23-27;    Hon,  fV.  H.  Draper  4059.  4)05, 

4106 Practical  inconvenience  as  regards  the  administration  of  justice,  Stc,  has  not 

hitherto   occurred,    through    the    undefined    character    of    the    Canadian     boundaries, 
Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4099-4101.  4146. 

Undue  importance  attached  to  the  question  of  boundary,  Right  Hon.  E,  Ellice  5834. 

2.  line  of  Boundary  proposed  on  the  part  of  Canada  : 

Proposition  that  the  exclusive  rights  and  powers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  of  Canada,  be  removed  further  north,  and*  that  the  line  of  boundary  be 
that  proposed   by  the   Company  themselves   in    1750;  this  line  explained,  Hon.  W.  H. 

Draper  4089-4096 The  line  should  be  in  the  parallel  of  Norway  House,  transferring 

to  Canada  the  territory  to  the  south,  ib.  4090-4094. 

See  also  Canada,  6.  7.  8.         Territorial  Rights. 

Bridges.     Reason  for  no  bridge  having  been  built  at  Red  River,    though  at   St.   Paul's 

a  bridge  may  have  been  made.  Sir   G.   Simpson  1981-1988 Many  of  the  smaller 

streams  in  the  settlement  have  been  bridged  over,  ib.  1989. 

Buffaloes.    Check  to  the  habits  of  industry  in  the  Red  River  settlement,  in  consequence  of 

the  tendency  to  hunt  the  swarms  of  buffaloes  in  the  neighbourhood,  Lefroy  199,  200 

The  buffaloes  swarm  to  the  north  and  souih  of  the  Saskatchewan,  and  are  not  diminishing 

in  number,  ib.  199-201.  331 The  buffaloes  are  in  better  condition  in  summer  than  in 

winter,  ib.  363,  364 The  buffalo  is  only  to   be   found   in   the   prairie  country,  Right 

Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4330-4332. 


Caldwell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  William.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Went  out  to  the  Red 
River  in  June  1848,  as  commander  of  a  pensioner  corps,  and  as  governor  of  Assiniboia  ; 
returned  in  October  1855;  5358,5359 Was  appointed  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, 5360 His  functions  were  judicial  and  legislative,  5361.  5410-5414. 

Tranquil  condition   of  Red  River  settlement  in  1855;  53^2 Large  proportion  of 

half-breeds  in   the  seitlement,  5363 Troublesome  conduct  of  the   half-breeds  when 

wiiness  arrived  ;  they  require  a  stringent  mode  of  government,  5364.  5372 Means  of 

livelihood   of  the  half-breeds,  5365-5368 Considerable  distance  generally  of  the  fur 

trading  posts  from  Red  River,  5369-5371. 

Improbability  of  increased  settlement  about  Red  River  on  account  of  its  remoteness 
and  the  difficulty  of  access,  5373-5392 Great  difEculties  of  the  route  from  York  Fac- 
tory to  Red  River,  as  travelled  by  witness  and  his  family  when  going  and  returning,  5376. 

5615-5623 Particulars  as  to  the  enrolled  pensioners,  partly  settlers  and  partly  troops, 

with  whom  witness  went  out;  some  of  them  are  still  there,  6394-5406.  5564,  5565 

Promise  of  free  grants  of  land  under  which  the  pensioners  agreed  to  go  out  as  einigrants, 
5407-5409.  5556. 

As  head  of  the  legislative  and  judicini  bodies,  witness  was  assisted  by  a  council  and 
recorder,  5410-5414 — — Mr.  Adam  Thorn  was  the  recorder  for  some  time  during  wit- 
ness's governorship;  he  had  been  in  office  since  1839;  5413.  5423,  5424 Way  in 

which  the  legislative  council  was  composed  and  elected,  5415-5422 Subsequently  to 

1849  Mr.  Thorn  did  not  act  as  recorder;  but  in  1852  he  was  appointed  cleik  of  the  court, 

and  filled  that  office  for  two  years,  5424.  5429-5435.  5440,  544I.  5500-5502.  5505 

Strong  public  dissatisfaction  with  Mr.  Thorn's  judgments  as  recorder,  5425-5428.  5600- 
5604. 

During  Mr.  Thorn's  absence,  subsequently  to  1849,  witness  was  sole  administrator  of 
justice  (save  that  there  was  a  jury),  and  adopted  very  much  the  plan  used  in  military 

courts,  5437-5439-  5503?  5504 Particulars  relative   to  the  case  of  Foss  v.   Pelly; 

-interference  of  Mr.  Thorn  therein  ;  grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  substantial  justice  was 

not  done,  5442—5516- Reason  why  witness  did  not  act  as  bond  fide  judge  in  the  case, 

notwithstanding  Mr.  Thorn's  presence,  5484-5496.  5500-5502. 

0.24— Sess.  2.        «  3  O  2  Explanation 
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Caldwell,  Lieutenant-Colonel  William.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Explanation  as  to  witness  having  received  information  from  London  that  he  had  juris- 
diction in  civil  cases  wiiicii,  like  that  of  Foss  «.  Pelly,  involved  damages  of  more  than 

200  I. ;  5507-5516.  5591,  5592 Instances  of  trial  at  Red  River  of  cases  of  a  capital 

nature,  5517-5519 Previously  to  the  investigations  of  the  present  Commiitee,  wiin.ess 

was  not  aware  that  capital  cases  should  be  referred  to  the  courts  in  Canada,  55'20-5524. 

Great  improvement  of  the  settlement  vi^hilst  witness  was  there,  5525.  5527 Testi- 
mony to  the  exertions  of  the  Bishop  of  Rupert's  Land  in  the  cause  of  education,  5525, 

5526 Considenible  excitement  in  the  colnny,  more  especially  in  1849,  on  accoiini  ot 

the  company's  monopoly  of  trade  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  attempts 
of  the  half-breeds  to  cairy  on  an  illicit  trade,  5528-5552.  5593-5599. 

The  pensioners  in  charge  nf  witness  relieved  the  garrison  at  Red  River,  5553-5555 — — 
It  was  found,  on  ilie  arrival  of  the  pensioners,  thai  the  Company  hud  not  sufficient  cul- 
tivable land  to  give  them,  and  so,  to  pievent  dissatisfaction,  they  were  compensated  in 

sums  of  money,  5557-55(53 Swnmpy  character  of  the  country  about  Red  River,  5562, 

5563 Capability  ot  cultivation  sufficient  to  support  a  considerable  population,  5566. 

The  interests  of  the  company,  as  monopolists  in  tr.ide,  are  opposed  to  colonisation,  5568. 
5631 For  the  last  year  or  t»vo  the  Company  have  been  more  strino^ent  in  their  regu- 
lations about  the  sale  of  land,  5568.  5572 K'ature  of  the  demand  for  13011,5569-5571 

Good  social  position  of  some  of  the  half-breeds,  5573,  5574 Devoted  character 

of  the  missionaries,  5575,  5576 Excellent  effect  of  Christianity  and  settlement  upon 

the  Indians,  5577-5583 Different   localities    for    the   Protestants   and    the    Roman 

caiholiis  (if  the  chiistiiinised  Indians,  5581. 

Objection  raised  by  the  Governor  of  Rupert's  Land  to  the  formation  of  an  Indian  settle- 
ment a,t  the  Rapids,  5585.  5587 Non-discouragement  of  Indian  setilements  in  Assiiii- 

boia  when  witness  was  governor,  5586 Information   relative  to  Peguis,  chief  of  the 

Saltaiix   Indians,  who  has   lately  sent  a  petitum  to  the  House  of  Commons,  5589-5591 

Price  given  by  the  Company  to  the  Indians  for  pemmican,  5606,  5607 »- Witness 

knows  nothing  of  the  Compaiiy's  fur  tariff,  but  believes  that,  on  account  of  the, compe- 
tition at  Pembina,  fair  [nices  were  given,  5608-561 1 Since   1849  the  illicit  trade  has 

been  on  the  increase,  5611-5614. 

There  are  thiriy-three  portiges  on  the  route  from  Fort  Yoik  to  Red  River,  5621 

Considerable  expense  of  removing  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation,  5622,5623 

Advantage  if  the  occasional  floods  could  be  prevented  by  removing  the  obstructions  and 

impioviiig  the  outfalls,  5624-5630 With  regard  to  the  effect  of  the  Company's  rule 

upon  tlie  Indians,  the  monopoly  tends  to  tlieir  preservation,  5631. 

Cameron,  Mr.  Exception  taken  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cameron  as  chief  judge  in 
Vancouver's  Island;  he  was  not  educated  for  the  law,  and  is  not  qualified  for  his  office, 
Cooper  3578,  3579.  3611-3632.  3664-3760 Salary  of  Mr.  Cameron,  ib.  3622,  3623. 

Further  evidence  as  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cameron;  strong  complaints  made  at 
the  time  against  the  appointment.   Cooper  3843-3851. 

Canada  : 

1.  Represe7ttation  of  the  Government  of  Canada  before  the  Committee. 

2.  General  Feeling  in  Canada  relative  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory. 

3.  hivestigulion  by  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Canadian  Legislature. 

4.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Annexation  of  certain  Portions  of  the  Hudson's 

Bay  Territory  to  Canada,  and  of  their  Settlement  and  Administration 
by  that  Country. 

5.  Extent  of  Land  in  Canada  available  for  Settlement. 

6.  Territorial  Claim  of  Canada  in  regard  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory. 

7.  Boundaries  of  Canada  as  defined  by  the  Act  14  Geo.  3,  c.  83. 

8.  Proposed  Reference  of  the  Question    of  Boundary  to  the  Judicial  Com- 

miitee of  the  Privy  Council. 

9.  Objections  to  the  proposed  Administration  by  Canada  of  certain  Portions 

of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory. 
10.    Views  of  the  Committee  in  favour  of  Annexation,  conditionally,  to  Canada. 

1.  Representation  of  the  Government  of  Canada  before  the  Committee  : 
Witness  is  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Upper  Canada,  Hon.  W. 

H.  Draper  4038,  4039 Has  been  a  continual  resident  in  Canada  since  1820,  durino- 

which  period  he  has  filled  the  highest  legal  offices  in  Upper  Canada,  ib.  4039-4041 ^ 

Has  been  instructed  by  the  Government  of  Canada  to  watch  the  investigations  bein»- 
made  by  the  Committee,  and  geneiMlly  to  press  upon  the  Government  of  this  country  the 
rights  and  interests  o(  Canada  relative  to  the  territories  under  the  rule  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  ib.  4042-4053 Will  obtain  from  Canada,  and  lay  before  the  Com- 
mittee, a  copy  of  the  minute  in  council,  requesting  his  presence  in  this  country  on  behalf 
of  the  interests  of  Canada,  ib.  4225,  4226. 

Witness  has  j-esided  in  different  parts  of  Canada  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  Roche  4451, 

4452 Is  fourth  clerk  in  the  Provincial  Secretary's  department,  ib.  4453-4455 

Instructions 
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Canada — continued. 

1.  Representation  of  the  Government  of  Canada  before  the  Committee — continued. 
Insltuctions  from  the  Canadian  Government  under  which   witness  has  come  to  this 

conntry  in  connexion  with  the  mission  of  Chief  Justice  Draper,  Roche  4456,  4457- 

Authority  and  object  of  the  colonial  legislature  m  directino;  ilie  inquiry  referred  to,  ih.  4565. 

Letter  from  E.  A-  Meredith  to  Chief  Justice  Draper,  dated  Secretiry's  Office,  Toronto, 
20th  February  18.57,  lelalive  to  the  steps  to  be  taken  l>y  him  in  this  country  as  represent- 
ing the  intere>ts  of  Canada,  App.  p.  436. 

2.  General  Feeling  in  Canada  re/atiue  to  (he  Hudson's  Bay  Territory  : 

Feeling  in  Canadii,  that  the  control   of  the   Hudson's   Biiy  Company  prevents  the 

extension  of  settlement,  and  civilisation,   Russ    10 Within    the   last   year  a   reoular 

dissension  has  risen  up  in  Canada,  upon  tiie  question  of  opening  up  the  territory, 
ib.  10.  16. 

There  was  no  desire  in  Canada  ten  years  ago  for  the  annexation  of  the  Red  River 
Colony,  Crofton  3336-3338. 

The  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  of  late  attracted  growing  attention  in 

Canada,    Hon.    W.  H.  Draper  4147,  4148 -Adverse  feeling  of  Canada  towards  the 

government  of  the  Company,  Roche  4472.  4509,  4510 General  feeling  throughout 

Canfida  that  the  territory  belongs  to  that  country,  or  should  be  annexed  to  it,  ib.  4472- 
4496. 

Belief  that  among  the  Canadian  people  generally  there  is  not  any  great  agitation 
against  the  exclusive  rigiits  of  the  Ccmipany,  Right  Hon.  E.  E/lice  6054,  6055 — ^-The 
expectation  by  certain  parties  of  a  participation  in  the  fur  trade,  is  at  the  bottom  of  the 
agitation  in  Canada,  ib.  6055. 

l^eference  by  the  Committee' to  the  growing  desire  in  Canada  that  means  of  extension 
and  regular  settlement  should  be  afforded  over  a  portion  of  the  territory,  Rep.  p.  iii. 

3.  Investigation  by  a  Select  Committee  of  the  Canadian  Legislature : 
Circumstance  of  there  being  an  official  inquiry  now  going  on  in  Canada  in  regard  to 

the  availableness  of  the  Hud-on's  Bay  Territory  for  the  formation  of  communications  and 

senlenients,  Hon.  W.  H.  Drw^jC/- 4210-4214 Heference  to  the  select  committee  now 

sitting  in  Qanada  for  inquiry,  among  other  tliinus,  into  the  validity  of  the  Company's 

charter,  1^00^64558-4561 The  Committee  will  soon  make  liieir  report,  z6. 

Copy  of  the  First  Report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Canadian  Parlifiment,  com- 
prising the  evidence  of  Messrs.  Gladman,  Dawson,  and  M'Donell,  App.  p.  385-402. 

Considerable  weight  attached  by  the  Committee  to  the  evidence  laid  before  them, 
which,  was  taken  before  a  committee  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  Rep.  p.  iii. 

4.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Annexation  of  certain  Portions  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 

Territory  to  Canada,  and   of  their  Settlement  and  Administration  by  that 
Country: 

Suggestion  that  so  fast  as  the  Canadian  Government  might  wish  to  open  up  any  part 
of  the  territory  for  settlement,  they  should   give  notice  thereof  to  the  Company,  who 

should    within  a  certain   period   surrender  the  territory  indicated,  Ross  il.  55.59 

Illustration  of  the  oifficulty  v\hich  would  probably  aitend  a  system  of  settlement  by  the 

Canadian  Government  similar  to  the  system  under  the  Ordiocmce  of  1783,  ib.  56-60 

'With  proper  means  of  communication  the  Canadian  Government  could  extend  its  system 
of  administration  not  only  to  the  Red  River,  but  to  any  other  settlement  that  may  be 
formed,  ib.  63,  64.   124-126. 

Practicability  and  advantage  of  vesting  in  the  Canadian  Government  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territories  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains;   suggestions  hereon, 

Isbister  2436  et  seq.  2525  et  seq. Evidence  in  favour  of  annexing  all  Rupert's  Land 

to  the  Government  of  Canada,  ib.  2436  et  seq.  2525  etseq. A  custom-house  or  a  small 

garrison  at  Red  River,  would  keep  the  whole  country  under  control,  ib.  2441-2445 

Approval  of  gradual  annexation  to  Canada,  accordingly  as  any  portion  of  the  territory 

may  be  fit  for  settlement,  ib.  2446 Great  importance   of  aggregating  the  territory  to 

Canada,  with  a  view  to  the  fur  trade  taking  the  route  of  Lrike  Winnipeg  and  Lake 
Superior,  rather  than  the  unnatural  route  of  Hudson's  Bay,  ib.  2528-2549.  2629,  2630. 

Enumeration  of  three  points  in  which  the  inquiry  befote  the  Committee  affects  the 

inteiests  of  Canada,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4055 Proposition  that  Canada  should  have 

a  free  right  to  explore  and  survey  the  Company's  tenitories,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 

capabilities  of  the  country,  ib.  4060.  4073 Also  to  open  communication   roads,  by 

putting  settlers  on  each  side  of  them  with  free  grants,  ib.  4060 Also  to  lay  out  town- 
ships, and  to  incorporate  them  with  the  province  as  soon  as  they  wftre  settled,  ib.  4060 

et  seq. Also  that  the  right  of  survey  and  settlement  by  Canada  extend  only  to  the 

Rocky  Mountains,  16.4060,4061.  4104. 

0.24 — Sess.  2,  3  O  3  Inability 
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4.  Evidence  in  favour  of  Annexation  of  Portions  of  Territory/,  Sfc. — continued. 

Inability  of  Canada  at  the   present  moment  efRcienily  to  govern   the    va^t   extent  of 

country  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4062.  4064 Surveys  and 

communications  must  first  be  made,.iJ.  4062-4064 If  there  be  an  insuperable  barrier 

to  coinmunicalion  between  Canada  and  the  Red  Ri^er,  8cc.,  an  annexation  oK  tbe  latter 
to  the  former  could  not  be  contended  for,  ih.  4065.  4077. 

Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Red  River  Settlement,  &c.,  being  in  time  governed  as  an 
integral  part  of  Canada  rather  than  as  a  separate    Riitish  colony,  lion.   W.  H.  Draper 

4065-4076 Ad  interim  form  of  government,   which   might   be  adopted  at  the   Red 

River  Settlement,  until  the   representatives  of  the  country  could  attend  the  Canadian 

legislature,  ih.  4066.   4070-4072.  4169,  4170 Willingness   of  Canada  to  undertake 

the  expense  of  survey  and  settlement,  if  allowed  to  annex  the  settled  districts,  ib.  4073. 
4077. 

Rtference  to  a  report  by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  in  Canada,  which  has  been 
presented  to  the  Provincial  Parliament,  and  which  contemplates  a  settlement  by  Canada 

of  the  prairies  of  the  Saskatcheivan  and    Red    River,  Roche  4476-4484 Although 

Canada  claims  the  territory  up  to  the  Pacific,  iheir  main  object  is  a  settlement  of  the 
country,  more  especially  as  far  as  the  Rocky  Mountains,  ib.  4486-4497. 

6.  Extent  of  Land  in  Canada  available  for  Settlement: 

Greater  advantages  in  cultivating  the  unsettled  lands  of  Canada  than  (he  most  favour- 
able land  in  Hudson's    Bay   teiritory,  Lefroy    190 Canada  has  now  but  little  land 

between  the  three  orreat  lakes  for  disposal  to  settlers,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4067.  4198 

Imvnense  area  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Canada  which  is  still   unsettled,  though 

the  more  avadable  land  is  speedily  being  absorbed,  16.4196-4198 Disposal  already  of 

the  greater  part  of  the  available  land  in  the  western  parts  of  Canada;  hence  the  desire 
to  settle  the  prairie  country  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  Roche  4484,  4485.  4498- 
4506. 

6.  Territorial  Claim,  of  Canada  in  regard  (o  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory : 

Circumstance  of  Canada  having  laid  claim  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories;  grounds 
on  which  founded,  Isbister  2410,  241 1.  2423,  2424. 

With  regard  to  ihe  claim  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  legal  possession  of  all 
lands  drained  by  any  streams,  no  matter  bow  remote  their  sources  may  be,  which  flow 
into  the  Hudson's  Bay  Straits  or  Huds^on's  Bay,  witness  disputes  the  validity  of  such 
claim,  and  delivers  in  a  paper  {App.  p-  378-380)  in  support  of  his  view  of  the  subject, 

Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4056-4058 This  paper  comprises  extracts  from  documents  jema- 

nating  from  the  Conipany  themselves,  and  represents  everything  which  may  be  considered 

as  favourable  to  the  Company,  ih.  4056 Two  definitions  by  Act  of  the  boundaries 

of  Canada,  ib.  4097,4098 The  Canatlian  Government  claim  the  country   up  to  the 

Pacific,  ih.  4103. 

Witness  has  been  preparing  evidence  as  to  the  title  of  Canada  to  the  territory,  but 

declines  to  lay  the  sa^ne  before  the  Committee,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4120,  :\\i\ 

Reference  to  a  iract  of  land  near  to  the  American  frontier,  which,  though  not  included 
in  Rupert's  Land,  is  uider  the  administration  of  the  Company;  Canada  exercising  no 

jurisdiction  therein,  ib.  4130-4133 The  Mississippi  River  is  the  only  western  boundary 

given  to  Canada  in  documents  emanating  from  the  Crown,  ih.  4133-41 35- 

Letter  from  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Draper  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  dated 
6  May  1857  and  memorandum  enclosed  therein,  relative  to  the  claims  put  forth  by  the 
Government  of  Canada,  App.  p.  374-378. 

Paper  delivered  in  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Draper  on  28  May  1857,  relative  to  Canadian 
i)Oundaries,  App.  p.  378-380. 

Stalenients  as  made  respectively  by  Messrs.  M'Donell  and  Dawson  liefore  the  select 
committee  in  Canada,  relative  to  the  boundaries  of  Canada  and  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 

Territory,  App.  p.  386,  387.  395-399 Statement  by  Mr.  Dawson  that  the  districts 

of  the  Saskatchewan  and  tied  River  belong  to  Canada,  ib.  395-399. 

7.  Boundaries  of  Canada  as  defined  by  the  Act  14  Geo.  3,  c.  83  : 

As  regards  the  boundaries  between  ihe  Hudson's  Bay  territory  and  Canada,  the  Act 
14  Geo.  3,  c.  83,  cleaily  delines  the  limits  of  the  latter,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5833,  5834. 

8.  Proposed  Reference  of  the  Question  of  Boundary  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of 

the  Privy  Council  : 

Evidence  in  support  of  a  suggestion  made  by  witness  in  a  letter  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  on  the  6ih  May,  that  the  question  of  boundary  between  the  province  of  Canada 
and  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  be  referred   to   the  Judicial  Committee 

of  the    Privy   Council,   Hon.   W.  H.  Draper  4107-4109.  4116-4124 Witness  has 

express  instructions  to  retain  counsel  to  represent  the  province,  and  has,  he  conceives,  a 

discretionary 
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8.  Proposed  Reference  of  the  Question  of  Boundary,  §fc. — continued, 
discretionary  power  to  take  the  initiative  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  Privy  Council, 
but  looks  rather  to   the  Crown  to  procure  the   reference  and   the  decision,  Hon.  W.  H. 

Draper,  4122-4124 Willingness  of  Canada  to  abide  by  the  decisicm  of  the  Committee 

of  Privy  Council,  ib.  4176,  4177. 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney-general  and  Solicitor-general  that  the  important  quesi ion  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territories  miijht  with  great  utility,  as  betweer)  the 
Company  and  Canada,  be  referred  under  certain  conditions  10  a  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  App.p,  404. 

Letter  from  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Laboucliere  to  the  chairman  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  dated  15  July  1857,  enclosing  a  passage  from  a  statement  by  the  law  ofBcers 
of  the  Crown,  with  regard  10  a  reference  of  the  question  of  boundary  to  the  Judicial 
Committee  of  tbe  Privy  Council,  App,  p.  404,  405. 

Letter  in  reply,  dated  18  July  1857,  slating  that  the  Directors  of  the  Company  are 
prepared  to  recommend  10  the  shareholders  the  course  suggested  by  the  legal  advisers  of 
the  Crown,  App.  p.  405,  406. 

9.  Objections  to  the  proposed  Administration  by  Canada  of  certain  Portions  of  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Territory : 

Obstacles  to  the  administration  or  government  by  Canada  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Terri- 
tories,   Sir  J.  Richardson  2943-2945.  2956-2961 'Anticipated   interruption  to  the 

present  peaceful  state   of  the  country  if  it  were  annexed   to  Canada,  and  the  fur  trade 

thrown  open,  iJ.  2945.2960,2961 Provided  means  betaken   to  preserve  order,  and 

to  prevent  the  abuse  of  spirituous  liquors,  there  would  be  no  objection  to  attacli  to  Canada 
the  Red  River,  or  any  other  district  available  for  settlement,  ib.  2956-2961. 

Great  difficulties  and  expense  which  would  attend  the  government  by  Canada  of  the 
Red  River  Territory,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5838-5845 Advantage  of  the  country,  in- 
cluding the  Red  River  Settlement,  being,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  governed  by 
the  Company  rather  than  by  Canada,  li^ 5836-5841. 

10.  Views  of  the  Committee  in  favour  of  Annexation,  conditionally,  to  Canada  : 
The  Committee  consider  that   it  is  essential  to  meet  the  just  and  reasonable  wishes  of 

Canada,  to  be  enabled  to  annex  to  her  territory  such  portion  of  the  land  in  her  neigh- 
bourhood as  may  be  available  to  her  for  the  purposes  of  settlement,  with  which  lands  she 
is  willing  to  open  and  maintain  communications,  and  for  which  she  will  provide  the  means 
of  local  administration,  Rep.  p.  iii,  iy. 

See  also  Boundaries.  Colonisation  and  Settlement.  Fur  Trade,  12.  13.  Indians, 
6.  8.  Legislation.  Red  River  Settlement,  3.  9.  10.  Spirituous  Liquors,  3. 
Vancoughnet,  Mr. 

Canadian  Frontier.     The  Hudson's  Bay  territory  on  the  frontier  of  Canada  is  particularly 
ill-adapted  for  settlement,  Ross  18;  Lefroy  166. 

Canal  Communication.     Question  as  to  the  advantages  and   practicability  of  canal  com- 
munication between  Lake  Superior  and  Rainy  Lake,  Sir  J.  Richardson  3150-3158. 

Cannibalism.     See  Indians,  2. 

Canoe  Communication.     The  route   by  Fort  William  to  Late  Winnipeg  is  all  canoe  work; 

ii  has   not  been  improved  of  late  years.  Sir  J.  Richardson  3053-3058 Great  expense 

of  canoe  communication,  ib.  3059,  3060. 

See  also  Navigation  of  the  Lakes  and  Rivers, 

Capital.     The  capit.il   stock   of  the  Company  now  stands  at   half  a  million  ;  particulars 

hereon,    Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5802.5899-5902 In    1821  the  capital  of  the  united 

companies,  that  is  of  the  North-west  and  Hudson's  Bay  Companies,  was  400,000  /. ;  how 
made  up,  ib.  5802.  5973-5976 The  increase  of  100,000/.  since  the  union  of  the  com- 
panies was  partly  or  entirely  effected  by  the  addition  of  undivided  profits,  ib.  5802.  5900- 

5902,  5977-5984 Besides  the  capital  on  which  dividends  are  paid,  the  Company 

hold  large  deposits,  which  they  employ  in  the  same  way  as  bankers  do,  ib.  5899.  5989- 

5991 Witness  considers  that  the  Committee  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  details 

of  capitnl  or  of  profits  of  the  Company,  ib.  5899.  5956.  6004-6007. 

Further  evidence  relative  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Company,  and  the  augmenta- 
tions therein  from  time  to  time;  witness  cannot  go  into  details  hereon  before  his  con- 
nexion with  the  company  in  1821,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5961-5984 Propriety  of  the 

Company  declining  to  supply  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  stock  standing  in  the  names 
of  the  various  shaieholders;  it  is  an  unusual  request  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  or 

one  of  its  members,  ib.  6004-6009 Not  much  of  the  capital  stock  is  now  held  in 

Canada,  ib.  6047. 

0^4— Sess.  2.  3  O  4  Particulars 


48o  CAP  C  H  U 

Report,  1857 — continued. 

Capital — coniinued. 

Particulars  of  the  capital  of  the  Company  on  1  Junei856;  total  of  1,265,067  /.  19s.  ^d. 
from  all  sources,  App- p.  449. 

Market  prices  of  stock,  ex  dividend,  in  January  and  July  in  the  years  1847-56,  App.  p. 

'    449 Of  268  proprietors  in  July  1856,  196  have  purchased  their  stock  ai  from  220  to 

240  per  cent.,  ib. 

Carriage  of  Goods.     Goods  might  be  conveyed  between   Fort  William  and  Red  River  for 
about  10  Z.  a  ton,  Kernaghan  2138-2141. See  also  Freights. 

Cattle.     Domestic  cattle  and  horses  are  to  be  found  at  some  of  the  Company's  forts  in  the 

interior,  Lefroy  361,  362 Cattle  can  be  fed  in  the  country,  and   can  live   through  the 

winter,  Cor6e<<  2730-2733. 

Census.     The  Company  have  made    attempts  from  time  to  time  in  former  years  to  take  a 

census,  but  the  papers  are  not  in  this  country,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1 474-1 4S2 The  census 

or  esiimate  of  Colonel  Lelruy  was  made  in  1843,  and  that  of  Mnjor  Waugh  in  1845,  ii. 
1484 — • — Reference  to  the  census  as  made  by  the  Company  every  five  or  six  years, 
Crofton  3322-3:j25.  3431-3434- 

Chancellor, .     Circumstanceof  a  person  named  Chancellor  having  come  from  California 

to  Vancouver's  Island  to  make  inquiries  about  land,  and  having  been  unable  to  obtain 
the  required  information,  Blanchard  5129-5131.  5172-5174. 

Charter  of  Incorporation.     The  Company  are  incorporated  under  a  charter.  Right  Hon.  E. 
Ellice  5822 Right  of  self-government  given  by  the  charter,  ib.  5825. 

Copy  of  the  Royal  Charter  for  incorporating  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  granted  by 

his  Majesty  Kinij;  Charles  the  Second  in  1670,  App.  p.  408-414 Crown  giant  to  the 

comp;iny,  dated  30ih  May  183d,  of  the  exclusive  trade  with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts 

of  North  America  for  a  further   term  of  twenty-one  years,  ib.  414-416 Copies  or 

extiacts  of  tlie  correspondence  which  look  place  at  the  last  renewal  of  the  charter  between 
the  Government  and  the  Company,  or  of  individu;ils  on  behalf  of  the  Company ;  also,  the 
dales  of  all  former  charters  or  grants  to  the  Company,  it).  417-434. 

Doubt  as  to  how  far  the  chartered  rights  claimed  by  the  Company  may  prove  an 
obstacle  to  the  carrying  out  of  the  objects  which  the  Committee  think  it  desirable  to  attain. 
Rep.  p.  iv. 

Cherohee  Indians.     Successful  colonisation  by  Indians  shown  in  the  cuse  of  the  Cherokees 
in  the  Unittd  States,  Rae  666-669 ;  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4399,  4400.  4418. 

Chicago.     Reference  to  Chicago  as  having  a  rapidly  increasing  population  of  about  1 10,000, 
Kernaghan  21  !i9-2 191. 

Chipewyan  Indians.     Some  Chipewyan  Indians  in  ihe  far  north  do  not  come  into  communi- 

caiion  with  the  Europeans,  Lefroy  340 The  Chipewyans  and  the  more  northern  tribes 

are  increasini;,  King  5677.  5683 The  Chipewyan   races  have  always  steadily  refused 

to  take  spirits,  ib.  5692-5694. 

Chippewas  Indians.     The  Chippewas   in  Minnesota  are  said   to  be  increasing,  Roche  4520 

The  Chippewas  were  some  years  ago  almost  a  settled  people,  and  were  independent 

of  the  fur  trade.  King  5677. 

Christianity.     From  8,000  to   10,000  Indians  are  more  or  less  influenced  by  Christianity 

and  Protestantism,  i?jg/tf  Rev.  X)r.^Hafer«o?i  4248.  4256 Exclusive  of  pure  Europeans, 

theie  are  not  more  than  14,000  or  16,000  Christians  of  all  sects  of  Indian  origin  in 
Rupert's  Land,  ib.  4282-4290. 

Excellent  effect  of  Christianity  and  settlement  upon  the  Indians,  Caldwell  qS'j'j-qS^-;^ 

Different  localities  for  the  Protestants   and  Roman  Catholics  of  the  christianised 

Indians,  ib.  5581. 

Church  Missionary  Society.     Eleven  English  clergymen  in  the  Company's  territories  besides 
witness,  and  ihree  native  clergymen,  are  provided  and  paid  by  the  Church   Missionary 

Society,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4236.  4249 Considerable  amount  of  good  effected 

bv  the  operations  of  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  both  in  a  social  and  a  religious  point 

of  view,    ib.   4247,   4248.    4251.   4255,  4256.   4262-4273.    4296-4299 Statement 

delivered  in,  daied  Church  Missionary  House,  4  June  1857,  respecting  the  operation  of 
the  society  in  North-west  America,  ij.  4249 Statistics  as  to  the  stations,  the  mis- 
sionaries and  assistants,  the  communicants  and  the  scholars,  ?6. Comparative  expen- 
diture of  the  society  during  each  of  the  ten  years  from  1847-48  to  1856-57,  ib. In 

1847-48  the  expenditure  was  1,910/.;  and  in  1856-57,  5,672/.,  ib. 

See  also  Missionaries  and  Missionary  Settlements. 

Churches 
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Churches.     The  company  are  building  a  church  at  Moose  and  another  at  York,  Right  Rev. 
Dr.  Anderson  4343,  4344. 

See  also  Grand  Rapids  District. 

Civil    Law    and    Jurisdiction.       See    Administration    of   Justice.  Foss    v.    Pelly. 

Jurisdiction. 

Civilisation.     See  Christianity.  Church   Missionary   Society.  Colonisation  and 

Settlement.  Education.  Indians,  3.  Minsionaries  and  Missionary  Societies, 

Religious  Instruction. 

Climate.     Uncertainty  find  intensity  of  the  climate  adverted  to,  us  being  very  unfavourable 

to   agricultural   cultivation,    Lefroy  167.    182-189.    221.    253.  265-302 There   has 

not  been,  and  there  is  not  likely  to  be,  any  amelioration  of  the  climate  in  the  Company's 
territories,  or  in  Canada,  in  consequence  of  settlement  and  improved  cultivaiioii,  ib.  189. 

220--^28.    240-242 Reference  to  parts  of  tlie  territory  as   being  permanently  frozen 

under-ground,  and  as  thus  rendering  the  production  of  cereals  exceedingly  uncertain, 
ib,  274-281—^ — Mijder  character  of  the  climate  accordinii  as  the  country  is  nearer  to  the 
Pacific,  ib.  249.  265-273 Len.-.th  of  the  winter  at  St.  Peiersburgh  adverted  to  in  com- 
parison with  the  winter  in  parts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories,  ib.  259-264. 

Effect  of  the  constant  ice  in  Hudson's  Bay  in  preventing  any  mitigation  of  the  climate 

by  clearance  of  the  woody  country,  Rae  395 Difference   between  the  climate  of  the 

Orkneys  Mnd  of  York  on  Hudson's  Bay,  ib.  434-438 Length  of  the  winter  in  the  dis- 
trict south  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  ib.  439-443 Less  rij^orous  character  of  the  climate  in 

the  lands  10  the  west  as  well  as  10  the   south,  Sir  G.  Simpson  743-746 Doubi  as  to 

climate  being  mitigated  by  settlement  and  cultivation,  ib.  757-759.  828-831. 

Remarks  on  the  circumstance  of  the  subsoil  being  permanently  frozen  in  the  more 
norihern  parts  of  ihe  territory;  if  the  thaw  be  sufficiently  deep,  the  frozen  subsoil  by  no 
means  prevents  agriculture  or  vegetation,  Isbister  2640-2649. 

Ahnost  everywhere  nortli  of  fifty-seven  degrees  of  latitude  a  portion  of  the  ground  is 

permanently  fiozen,  Sir  J.  Richardson   2921,  2922 ^The  temperature  is  milder  on  the 

west  than  on  the  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but  is  less   mild  than  the  temperature  of 

Europe  in  similar  latitudes,  ib.  2922.  2928-2933 Greater  depth  of  frost  according  as 

the  timber  is  cleared  and  the  country  becomes  open,  ib.  2923-2925 At  Fort  Franklin 

and  the  Great  Bear  I/ake  the  winter  may  be  said  tn  last  for  ten  months,  ib.  2926,  2927 

Throuijhout  a  great  pan  of  the  country  the  trees  are  frozen  to  the  heart,  i6.  2934, 

2935 Permanent  ice  in  some  of  the  lakes,  ib.  3089 Improvement  of  the  climate  if 

tliK  marshes  and  swamps  were  drained,  ib.  3090,  3091. 

During  witness's  expeditions  the  winter  months  were  spent  in  making  scientific  obser- 
vations and  procuring  food,  tiavelling  then  being  impiacticable,  Sir  George  Back  3462, 

3463.  3470.  3489-3492 Evidence  as  to  the  coldness  of  the  climate  at  Fort  Reliance 

and  other  of  the  more  northern  points,  ib.  3471-3477-  3499-3501-  .3531-3535-  3540- 
3548- 

Superiority  of  the  climate  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  compared  with  that  east  of 

the  mountains.  Cooper  3924-3926 Rigour  of  the  climate  and  failure  of  the  crops  in 

lx)wer  Canada  as  well  as  in  tlie  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  jHon.  W.  H.  Draper  4201,  4202 

The  country  has  not  been  sufficiently  cleared  to  produce  any  amelioration  of  climate. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4321-4325. 

Passages  in  statements  laid  before  the  Select  Committee  in  Canada,  relative  to  the 
climate  of  different  parts  of  the  territory,  App.  p.  390,  391.  400,  401. 

See  also    Colonisation   and    Settlement,    1,    2.         Red  River   Settlement,   5.         Sas- 
hate hewan  River,         Summer  Frosts.         Vancouver' s  Island,  \Z. 

Coal.     Circumstance  of  there  being  a  bed  of  workable  coal  near  Edmonton,  one  of  the  more 

eastern  forts,  Lefroy  255-257 With  regard  to  the  coal  on  the  Saskatchewan,  &c.,  it  is 

a  tertiary  coal,  and  of  very  tolerable  quality,  Isbister  2652-2654 Large  and  available 

supply  of  coals  towards  the  source  of  Assiniboine  River,  Corbett  2715-2718 Liferior 

character  of  the  coal  on  the  Saskatchewan  and  Mackenzie,  Sir  J.  Richardson  2915,2916. 

3114-3119 On  Parry's  Islands,  &c.  theire  are  some  secondary  coal  formations,  ?S. 

3119-3121. 

See  also  Vancouver  s  Island,  14. 

Cochrane,  Archdeacon,  Reference  to  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  agent  of  the 
Propagation  Society,  to  witness,  in  which  he  speaks  of  an  attempt  by  the  Company  to 
remove  Archdeacon  Cochrane  from  Portage-la-Prairie,  Corbett  2687-2691. 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  3  P  Colonisation 
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Colonisation  and  Settlement  : 

1.  Unfitness  generally  of  the  Territory  for  Settlement  or  Cultivation. 

2.  Evidence  to  a  contrary  Purport. 

3.  Incompatibility  of  Colonisation  with  Monopoly  in  Trade. 

4.  Course  recommended  as  regards  the  Land  fit  for  Settlement. 

5.  Expediency  of  Settlement  North  of  the  American  Frontier. 

6.  Willingness  of  the  Company  to  give  up  any  Land  required  for  Settlement. 

7.  Conditions,  as  regards  Colonisation,  in  the  License  q/'l838. 

8.  Recommendations  of  the    Committee  with  a   view   to   the  Advancement  of 

Coloimation. 

1.  Unfiiness  generally  of  the  Territory  for  Settlement  or  Cultivation  : 

The  country  generally  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red  River  is  not  adapted  for  settle- 
ment, being  broken  and  intersected  by  Sivamps  to  a  very  oreat  extent,  Ross  12.  147 

There  is  not  any  part  of  the   territory  on  the  frontier  of  Canada  which   is   likely  to  be 

occupied,  Ross  18  ;   Lefroy  166 Impiobability  of  colonists  locating  themselves  at  any 

great   disiance  west  of  Cijnada  in    preference  tn  fixini;  on    ultainable  points    nearer  the 

settled  pans  of  Canada  und   the  great  hnes  of  communication,  Ross  75-88.  104-123 

Impression  in  Cunaclu  thai  ihe  more  northern  paitof  the  terntoiy,  v/hich  is  best  suited 
to  tie  fur  trade,  is  the  best  adapted  for  settlement,  ib.  102. 

Wiiness  cnsiders   that   agricultural   settlement  can   make   but  little  progress  in  the 

territory,    Lefroy   '63  et  seq. Absence  of  any  pressure  from   Canada  or  the   United 

States  to  -ettle   in  the  Company's  territory,  ib.  191-193 The  trees  found  on  portions 

of  the  territory  do  not  prove  that  such   portions  are   fitted  for  agricultural    purposes,  ib. 

213-219 ^Enumeration  of  the  points  where  cultivation  is  more  especially  carried  on, 

ib.  246 Slii;ht  inducement  to  emigrants  10  settle  at  tlie  Red  River,  &c.,  ib.  312. 

The  more  northern  portion  of  the  territory  is  not  capable  of  a'j;ricultural  cultivation, 
save  as  regard-^  barley,  Rae  376,  377.  391— Belief  thiit  a  sell-supporting  colony  could 

not  at  present  exist  Ht  Rainy  L;ike  or  other  more  favourabh^   districts,  ib.  573-576 

Character  of  the  country  north  of  Lake  Superior,  and  between  Fort  William  and  Red 
River  ;  it  is  very  ill  adapted  for  settlemi  ut,  and  is  almost  impract, cable  for  travelling,  ib. 
577-601.  604.  608-617.  624-631. 

\\  itness  does  not  consider  thai  any  part  of  the  territory  is  well  calculated  for  settle- 
ment, Sir  G.  Simpson  716  et  seq. LTncertainty  of  the  crops  throughout  the  whole  of 

Rupert's  Land  and  at  the  Red    River  settlement,  ib.  716-723.  727.  802-810 Natural 

obstacles  to  the  support   if  a  c^lo^y  embracing  the  Red   River  settlement,  and  extending 

to  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Cumberland  House,  &c.  ib.  1420-1431 Opinion  that  north  of 

forty-nine  degrees  there  is  no  land  suitable  for  a  colony  of  any  extent,  ib.  2059  '^i  ^^Q- 

General  desciipiion  of  the  country,  to  the  etfett  that,  save  in  a  few  places,  and  to  a 
slight  extent,  it  is   not  <  apable   of  cultivation,  or  fit   for   settlement.  Sir  J.  Richardson 

■2898  et  seq. Division  of  the  country  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  into  three  districts, 

all  more  or  le-s  unfit  for  culttvaiion,  i6.  2899-2093 The  north-eastern  portion  of  the 

continent  does  not  contain  any  wood,  ;iiid  will  not  produce  grain  under  any  circumstances, 

1/^2901 Until  the  setilemeiit  of  Canada  has  advanced   to  the  Re;i   River,  and  roads 

have  been  opened,  it  is  very  unlikely  that  any  settlement  will  take  place  beyond  the  Red 
River,  ib.  2902.  3033. 

Tne  greater  part  of  the  country  on  the   north  sh  ne  of  Lake  Superior  is  rocky  and 

entirely  destitute  of  soil,  Sir  J .  Richurdwn  2904-2906 Between  the  west-end  of  Lake 

Superior  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  after  passing  Dog  Lake,  the  land  has  no  particular  capa- 

biiitias  'ur  settlement,  z6,   2907,  290S -^Laige  district   uloug  the  north   side   of  Lake 

Superior  and  between  it  and  Red  River,  which  must  be  occupied  before  settler,  will  flock 

tu    Red    River,   ib.    3033-3041 Incieasing   and    populous  American    settlements   on 

Lakes   Huron    and    Michigan,  and   throughout    Illinois,  advuted  to  as  mainly  resulting 

from  steam  boat  and  railroad  communication,  ib.  3060-3072 Slight  alluvial  deposit 

left  by  the  floods,  ib.  3086-3088. 

Isolated  character  of  the  |dain  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  which  prevents  its  beino- 

colonised;  Oregon,  Minnesota,  and   Utah  adverted  to  hereoi;,   Cro/^ora  3274-3283 

Very  slow  progress  of  settlement  and  civilisation  in  the  Company's  territory  ;  'doubt 
whether  it  has  increased  at  all  for  many  years,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5821. 

2.  Evidence  to  a  contrary  Purport : 

If  proper  facilities  were  given  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  the  Red  River  and  other 
districts  would   be  settled    Irom  the  American  territory,  Kernagban   2227-2231.  2237- 

22^6 Considerable    settlement    going    on    upon   the    American    inainlaml     opposite 

Vancouver's  Island, fiuH.  C.  W.  W.Fuzwilliam,M. P. '226-2-226 ^.  2363-2365 Cultivable 

character  of  the  islands  between  Vancouver's  Island  and  the  mainlund,  ib.  2341-2346. 

Aiiiicipaied   settlement  by  the  Canadians  of  the  district  between   Lake  Superior  and 

Winnipeg,  if  proper  facilities  be  given,  is6isir/- 2408,  2409.  2625-2632 With  le^ard 

to 
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Colonisation  and  Settlement — continued. 

2.  Evidence  to  a  contrary  Purport — continued, 
to  the  climate,  barley,  onts,  and  potatoes  may  be  raised,  as  f';ir  north  as   Fort  Norman, 

and  wheat  as  far  north  as  the  Snskatcliewan,  Isbister  2562-2,572.  2647-2649 A  very 

large  state  might  be  formed  and  settled  south  of  the  Great  Bear  Lake,  ib.  2566-2570 

Pr.icticability  of  agricuhure   wherever  the   limestone   secondary  formation   otcurs, 

as  between  the  great  lakes  and  the  Rocky  mountains,  ib.  2639.  2654,  2655. 

Belief  as  to  the  fitness  of  a  great  pnrtion  of  the  rouniry  for  settli  ment,  Bon.  W.  H. 

Draper  4128 Possibibty   of  agriculture  and    settlemtnt    along   the   more    southern 

parallels  of  the  territory;  particular  points  advened  to  herfon,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson 

4294.  4305  et  seq.  4356  et  seq. Any  settlement  from  Canada  must  advance  naturally 

and  very  gradually,  M'Laughlin  5089. 

Witness  travelled  through  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  from  1833  to  1836,  as   surgeon 

and  naturalist  to  the  ex()e(!ition  in  search  of  Sir  John   Ross,  King  5633-5636 Route 

taken  by  the  expedition  ;  it  started  from  Montreal,  and  reached  the  sea  at  the  esiuary  of 
the  Great  Fish  River,  and   returned  by  the  English  River  to  York  Factory,  ih.  5638- 

5640 Information  relative  to  the  enormous  tract  of  country    bounded  on  the  north  by 

the  Athabasca  Lake,  and  on  the  south  by  Cuiuberlaiid  House,  which,  as  regards  both 

soil  and  climate,  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  cultivation,  ib.  5641  et  seq. Witness  did 

not  travel  through  the  Saskatchewan  or  Red  River  districts,  but  believes  they  are  much 
less  cultivable  than  the  more  northern  tract  south  of  the  Athabasca  Lake,  ih,  5666- 

5672 The  district   in  question   is   equal  to   Canada  in  its  fitness  for  colosiisation, 

ib.  5675. 

Passages  in  statements  laid  before  the  Select  Comiuittce  in  Ciinada,  relative  to  the 
fitness  of  various  portions  of  the  territoiy  for  settlement  and  colonisation,  App.  p.  389  et 
seq. — ' — Passages,  in  statetiienis  laid  bi  fore  the  Select  Committee  in  Canada,  relative  to 
the  soil  in  different  parts  of  the  territory,  and  its  fitness  lor  cultivation,  ib.  389-394. 
400-402. 

3.  Incompatibility  of  Colonisation  with  Monopoly  in  Trade: 

Probability  of  the  Company's  interest  being  opposed  to  a   system  of  settlement,  Rae 

648-654 But  for  the   Hudson's  Bay  Company  there  is  no  reason  why  there  should 

not  be  on  the  British  shore  of  Lake  Superior  a  bimilar  settlement  to  that  of  the  Town  of 

Superior  on  the  American  shore  of  the   lake,    Kernaghan  2143-2145 Facilities  for 

mining  operations  and  settlement  on  the  American  side  of  Lake  Superior,  there  being  no 

such  facilities  in  the  British  territory,  ib.  2217-2221.  2224-2227 Unless  the  fur  tiaileis 

thrown  open  there  will  not  be  sufficient  inducement  to  settlers  to  emigrate,  /sSis/er  2450  ; 

Sir  J.  Richardson  3129.  3133 Settlement  at  the  Red  River,  &c.  need   not  iiiteriere 

with  the  trade ;  the  Indians  there  minht   be  removed  further  north,  Sir  J.  Richardson 

3132-3134-  3144-3148 Extensive   settlement    would   probably   injure  the  fur  trade, 

and  would  require  a  strong  Government  to  preserve  tranquillity,  ib.  3142,  3143, 

Incompatibility  of  a  powerful  Company  attempting  to  colonise.  Cooper  3662 Pro- 
bability of  the  administration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  havin^■  prevented  setilement 

from  Canada,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4068,  4069 The  non-seitlement  of  the  territories 

goes  to  prove  that  settlement  is  not  compatible  with  the  interest  of  the  Companv,  ib. 

4126,   4I-27 Expense  to  the  Company  in   supporting    settlements  like  that  at  Red 

River,  ib.  4178,  4179. 

Witness  does  not  consider  the  government  of  the  Company  favourable  to  settlement. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4293-4295.  4349-4355 The  Company  oppose  settlem.ent  as 

increasing  the  local  expenses  of  Red  River  colony,  ib.  4350-4353.  4432-4440 Though 

an  increase  of  population  would  cause  increased  expense  of  governir.ent,  it  would  also 
increase  the  means  of  government,  ib.  4434-4440. 

Feeling  in   Canada  that  the  monopoly  of  the  Company  is  a  bar  to  settlement,  Roche 

4509,  4510 The  interests  of  the  Company  in  Vancouver's  Island   were  opposed  to 

colonisation,  Blanshard   5196,  5197 The  interests  of  the  Company,  as  monopolists  in 

trade,  are  opposed  to  colonisation,  Caldwell  5568.  5631 Tiie  Company  had  not  in  the 

slightest  degree  developed  the  resources  of  the  country  when  witness  was  there  in 
1S33-36,  King  5699. 

A  fur  company  can  have  very  little  to  do  with   colonisation.  Right  Hon.  E.  EUice 

5931 The  Company  cannot  undertake  to  sink  capital    in  colonising  impracticable 

localities;  they  have  spent  large  sums  where  settlement  was  desirable,  ib.  5931-5934 

It  does  not  follow  that  the  maintenance  of  the  trade  in  British  North  Araerita  should 

be  incompatible  with  colonisation  ;  the  trade  would  only  he  driven  further  north,  where 
the  best  furs  ate  found,  ib.  5941-5949. 

4.  Course  recommended  as  regards  the  Land  fit  for  Settlement  : 

Necessity  of  the  Company  lelinqiiishing  their  hunting  rights  over  any  part  of  the 
territory  which  may  be  required  for  settling  or  for  the  railway,  iJoys '47-54 Advan- 
tage if  some  arrangement  could  be  made  whereby  the  Company  should  give  up  the  lands 

0.24 — Sess.  2.  3  P  2  capable 


484  C  O  L  0  N  I  S  A  T  I  O  N,   &c. 

Report,  1  857 — continued. 


COLOT^ISATION  AND  SETTLEMENT— COnt\nued. 

4.  Course  recommended  as  regards  the  Land  Jit  for  Settlement — continued. 

cnpahle  of  cultivation  and  retain  tlie  hunting  grounds  and  the  districts  fit  For  nothing  but 
the  fur  trade,  Rae  385-387.  (148. 

The  most  valuable  portion  of  the  territory  for  settlement  lies  in  a  parallel  of  latitude 
south  (if  Norway  House',  and  witness  proposes  a  boundary  line  accordingly,  Hon.  W.  H. 

Draper  4090-4096 This  line  uas  pioposed  by  the  Company  themselves  in  1750,  ib. 

409-2.  4096. 

Proposition  tbat  a  line  be  drawn  from  the  Norway  House,  along  the  soutliern  branch 
of  the  Snskatchew.in  to  the   Hockv   Mountains,  and   that  the  territory  south  of  this  line 

be  open  to  tiade  and  colonisation,  M'.Laiighlin  4933-4936.  4961-4964 The  Hudson's 

Biy  Compjiuy  should  st  II   exeicise  jurisdiction  in  the  lerriiory  north  of  the  proposed  line, 

btu  should  not  have  au  exclusive  ri^ht  to  the  fur  trade,  ib.  4937-4948 The  proposed 

colony  might  easily  be  goveined  from  the  Red  River,  ib.  ,',088. 

5.  Expediency  of  Hitllement  North  of  the  Amtfrican  Frontier  : 

Measures  10  be  apprehended  on  the  purt  of  the  United  States  unless  the  territory  north 
of  the  frontier  is  S(  ttled  and  conveved  to  the  Canadian  Govemment,  Isbister  2449.  2633- 

2638 Strong  feeling  in  Canada,  in  which   witness  joins,  that    unless  something  be 

done  to  settle  and  colonise  the  country  on  the  Americ<>n  frontier  it  will  cease  10  be  British 

territory,  Hon.  W.  F..  Draper  4062,  4063.  4088.  4129.  4220 Witness  is  nut  aware  of 

any  actmil  encroachments  by  American  citizns  across  the  boundary,  ib.  4136 Interest 

of  the  Company  to  prevent  Ameiican  inroads  over  the  frontier,  ib.  4183-4186. 

Expediency  of  opening  ud  the  communication  beiween  Canada  and  Red  River,  and 
settling  the  frontier  couniry  from   Lake  Superior  to  the    Rocky  Mountains,  Ris.ht  Rev. 

Dr.  Anderson  4356,  4357-  4370-4380.   4414 Unless   the  country   to  the  south    be 

placed  under  the  British  Government,  it  will  soon  be  squatted  over  by  Americans, 
M'Laughlin  5096. 

Great  difficulties  and  expense  in  the  way  of  formation  of  a  British  colonv  towards  the 
American  fiontier  as  a  protection  atjainsl  Ameiiciin  encroachments.  Might  Hon.  E.  Ellice 

5842-5847.  6032-6046 Impiobability  for  very  many  yeg.rs  to  come  of  any   foreign 

settlement   in   the   southern    portion   of  the   Hudson's  Bay  territory,  ib.  6028,  6029 

In  the  event  of  forcible  encroachment  the  Company  would  naturally  apply  for  help  to 
the  Government  of  this  country,  ib.  6028. 

6.  Willingness  of  the  Company  to  give  up  any  Land  required  for  Settlement : 

The  Company  would  not  object  generally  to  the  formation  uf  new  settlements.  Sir  G. 

Simpson  1283,  1284 Non-objection  to  a  settlement  and  distinct  administration  of  any 

cultivable  part  of  the  C(jmpany's  territories,  provided  interference  with  the  fur  trade  be 
interdicted,  ib.  1635-1644.  1666-1674.  1847,  1848. 

Propriety  of  the  Company  giving  up  to  Canada   any  land  required  for  settlement; 

■willingness  of  the  Company  to  do  so,  liight.  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5834,  5835.  5839.  5933 

Whenever  colonisation  is  piacticable  or  desirable,  the  rights  of  the  Company  should  not 
interfere,  ib.  5850.  5860-5864.  5867.  5906,  5907.  5933. 

Statement  by  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bjy  (Company  as  to  the  willingness  of  the 
Company  to  cede  any  lands  required  for  cultivation  and  settlement,  App.  p.  405. 

7.  Conditions,  as  regards  Colonisation,  in  the  License  of  1838: 

Several  conditions  relative  to  the  erection  of  colonies,  as  agreed  to  by  the  Company, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  license  of  1838,  App.  p.  430-434. 

8.  Recommendation    of  the   Committee    with     a    view    to    the    Advancement   of 

Colonisation  : 

The  Committee  consider  that  it  is  essential  to  meet  the  just  and  reasonable  v\'ishes  of 
Canada  to  annex  to  her  territory  such  portions  of  the  neighbouring  country  as  are  avail- 
able for  purposes  of  settlement.  Rep.  p.  iii,  iv. 

Means  should  also  be  taken  for  the  ultimate  extension  of  colonisation  over  any  portion 
of  tiie  coniinent,  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  on  which  permanent  settlement 
may  he  found  practicable,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

See  also  Alexander  Fort.  Athabasca  Luke.  Barley.  Canada.  Canadian 

Frontier.        Cattle.  Climate.  Coat.         Conveyance  of  Land.         Cumberland 

House.         Duties  on  Imports.         Edmonton.         Emigration.        Floods.         Eraser 
River.  Free  Grants  of  Land.  Fuel.  Fur  Trade,  13,  14.         Government 

by  the   Company,  2.  Indians,  3.  Liard  River.  Mackenzie  River. 

Manitobah.  Military  Force.  Minnesota,  l^oriuay  House.  Oregon. 

Ottawa  River.  Peace  River.  Pembina.         Portisla  Prairie.         Price  of 

Land.  Rainy  Lake.  Red  River  Settlement.  Saguenay   River. 

Saskatchewan  River.         Simpson  Fort.  Thompson's  River.  United  States. 

Vancouver's  Island.         Western  Coast.         Wheat.         Williams,  Governor, 

Colvill 
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ColvillFort.     Cultivable  character  of  the  land  at  Fort  Colvill;  less  favourable  climate  of 
the  British  territory  north  of  the  Fort,  and  east  of  the  mountains.  Sir  G.  Simpson  2097- 

Commuidcatioii,  Means  of.     See  Canada,  4.  Canal  Cimmunicatioii.         Canoe  Communi- 

cation. Grand  Tiiiiik  Railway  of  Canada.         Navigation  nf  the  Laken  and  Rivers. 

Postal  Communication.  Railway   Communication.  ^  Red  River  Settlement,  3. 

Roads.         Superior,  Lake. 

Compensation.  Considerations  as  to  the  propriety  of  compensation  to  the  Company  and 
the  Indians  in  the  event  of  settlements  being-  loimed,  Ross  57-66 Claim  of  the  Com- 
pany fi.r  compensation   for  their  outlay  in  Vancouver's  Ishind,   Right  Hon.  E.   Ellice 

5864.  5873-5880 On  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  the  Company  have  no 

claim,  except  for  outlay,  ib.  5864.  5867,  5868. 

Statement  by  the  Governor  of  the  Company  as  to  the  propriety  of  compensation  in 
the  event  of  the  abolition  of  the  monopoly  in  trade,  Jpp.  405,  406. 

Competition  in    Trade.     See    Fur   Trade.  Indians,  7.  Licence  for   Trade, 

^orth-west  Company.         Spirituous  Liquors,  6. 

Conveyance  of  Land.     Copy  of  the  land  deed  by  which  the  Company  convey  land  to  settlers, 

Sir  G.  Simpson  1448,  and  App.  p.  361,  3*^2 Titles  are  not  given  unless  payment  is 

made  for  the  land,  and  a  grant  made  by  deed,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1819.  1830-1832 The 

condition  in  conveying  imd  that  the  lessee  shall  not  sublet  or  sell  any  portion  of  it  is  not 
enforced,  and  does  not  retard  settlement,  ib.  1S33-1846. 

Further  reference  to  the  forn\  of  deed  of  conveyance  of  land  at  Red  River,  &c.  to  the 
effect  that  it  is  practically  obsolete  as  regards  any  restriction  upon  settlement^  Sir  G. 

Simpson  1860-1870 Nineteen-twentieths  of  the  people  settle  without  applying  for  a 

deed  or  title,  ib.  1861.  1870-1874. 

Doubt  as  to  ther(.'  being  iiny  impediments   to  the  purchase  or  transfer  of  land  under 

the  Company,  Ishister  2513-2518 Peculiar  and  unavadable  character,  of  the   land 

deeds  issued  by  the  Company,  M'Laughlin  4766.  4882-4887 For  the  last  year  or 

two  the  Company  have  been  more  stringent  in  their  regulations  about  the  sale  of  land  at 
Red  River,  Caldwell  5568.  5572. 

Copy  of  deed   of  land  granted  to  Joseph  Monkman,  dated  12th  March  1844,  App.  p. 
371-373- 

Copy  of  agreement,  dated  13th  March  1844,  between  the  Governor  of  Assiniboine  and 
John  Slater,  for  the  lease  of  certain  land  to  the  latter  for  a  term  of  1,000  years,  App.  p. 
439-441- 
Cooper,  James.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  a  resident  and  colonist  in  Vancouver's 

Island  for  the  last  six   years,  3558--356i Was   a  member  of  Council  there  for  five 

years,  3563 Is  not  now  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  3564 

Had  a  farm  of  about  300  acres,  which  he  bought  from  tiie  Company,  in  the  Metcho- 

sen  district,  3567-3572- 

The  climate  of  the  island  is  superior  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  3572 The  laud  is 

partially  wood  and  partially  open   with   prairie,  and  is   capable  of  cultivation  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  3572.  3608,  3609.  3706-3719 The  population  has  decreased  within 

the  last  six  years,  3573 If  the  couniry  were  directly  under  the   British  Government, 

instead  of  under  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  imniigration  and  colonisation  would  soon 
follow,  3574-3577- 3605.  3744-3747- 3799-3801. 

Want  of  confideiice  of  the  people   in  the  courts  of  justice,  3578.  3610.  3935 

Exception  taken  especially  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Cameron  as  chief  judge;  he  was 
not  educated  lor  the  law,  and  is  not  qualified  for  his  office,  3578,  3579.  361 1-3632.  3664- 

3670 Bar  to  an  export  trade  from  the  island  on  account  of  the  heavy  differential 

duties,  3580-3588 Excellent  and  abundant  supply  of  coal  in  the  island  ;  obstacles  to 

its  export,  3583-3588 Extensive  fisheries  in  and  around  the  island,  3589,  3590 

Exclusive  right  of  the  Company  to  the  fisheries  in  Fraser's  River,  3590.  3740,  3741. 

There  are  from  8,000  to  10,000  natives,  3591 Probability  of  the  Indians  becoming 

troublesome  or  rebellious,  though  hitherto  peace  has  been  kept,  3592-3597.  3636.  3658 

Instances  of  Indians  having  been  apprehenderl  through  the  instrumentality  of  tiie 

Queen's  ships  of  war,  and  punislied  for  tlieir  offences,  3596.  3598.  3645-3658 There 

is  no  military  force  in  the  island,  and  only  one  constable;  inexpediency  thereof,  3597. 
3634-3644-  3658-3663- 

Very  few  persons  in  the  island  eligible  as  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  ;  nature 

of  the  qualification,  3599-3604 On  the  mainland,  opposite  Vancouver's  Island,  there 

is  a  beautiful  tract  of  country,  calUd  Thompson's  River,  which  should  be  included  with 
ihe  island  as  a  colony  and   for   purposes   of  settlement,  3606-3608.  3734--— Salary  of 

Mr.   Cameron,  3622,    3623 Injudicious  conduct  of  tiie  Government,  inasmuch   as 

Indians  who  have  committed  offiences  are  frequently  not  punished,  and  are  even  bribed 
with  blankets,  &c,,  in  order  to  prevent  any  breach  of  the  peace,  3633-3644.  3658-3660 
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Cooper,  James.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

-Sum  and  substance  of  the  complaints  of  the  colonists,  3662 Salary  of  the  con- 


stable at  Red  River,  3671. 

Statement  as  to  the  licence  to  sell  spirits  costing  120/.,  in  each  case,  3672-3678.  3690, 
3691— — After  the  licence  is  taken  out  there  is  no  material  restriction  s;ive  as  regards  the 

Indians,  3679-3687 Licences  are  only  required  inthe  case  of  spirits,  3688,  3689 

With  respect  to  the  soil  of  the  country,  it  is  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  the  production 

vf  coin  and  vegetables,  3696-3719 Nature  of  the  timber  on  the  island,  and  on  the 

mainland  north  of  the  American  territory,  3720-3733. 

Evidence,  showing  how  far  it  can  be  said  that  the  Company  offer  impediments  to 

colonisation,  3735-3747-  3799-3814 Queen  Charlotie's  Island   is  less   suitable   than 

Vancouver's  Island  for  settlement,  3749-3752 Further  reference  to  the   large  and 

excellent  coal  mines  in  Vancouver's  Island  ;  the  monopoly  of  the  Company,  and  the  heavy 
American  duty,  are  a  bar  to  their  development,  3753-3761. 

Employment  of  Indians  on  the  co^l  n)incs  and  (arms,  3761-3763 — ■ — Payment  of  the 
Indiiins  in  trade  goods,  they  not  generally  understanding  the  value  of  money,  .'^764-3767 

■ There  is  but  one  Protestant  clergyman,  the  colonial   chaplain,  and  no  attempts  are 

made,  save  by  Roman-catholic  priests,  to  christianise  or  educate  the  Indians,  3768-3793. 

4001-4013 There  are  some  schools  for  Europeans,  and  two  Protestant  schoolmasters 

in  the  island,  3788,  3789.  3794.  4002-4004. 

The  price  of  land  is  1  I.  per  acre,  except  at  Victoria,  where  it  is  much  higher,  3795- 

3798 Respect  in  which  the  Company  may  be  said  to  monopolise  trade  and  to  deter 

individuals  I'rom  competition,  3802-3815 Inconvenience  through  the  wunt  of  money, 

and  of  a  system  of  exchange  with   England,  3811-3814.   3824-3828 Non-advantage 

of  the  island   to  the  Company,  3816,   3817.  3829 Few  furs   procured,  3816.  3973, 

3974- 

There  are  several  small  streams  in  the  island,  and  the  valleys  are  very  fertile,  3818- 

3821 Rain  falls  as  abundantlv  as  in  England,  3822,  3823 The  coal  mine  worked 

by  the  Company,   lies  close  10  the   shore,  3831-3834 The  Company  do  not  directly 

impose  restrictions    or    duties  upon    trade,    3835-3842 Further  evirlence   as  to  the 

appointment  of  Mr.  Cameron  ;  strong  complaints  made  at   the  time  against  the  appoint- 

ment,  3843-3851 Cases  involving  much  property  rarelv  come  before  the  judge,  3852- 

3854- 

The  meetings  of  the  Council  are  regulated  by  the  Governor,  3858 There  are  four 

houses  paying  for  licences,  3859,  3860 Expenditure  of  the  colonial  fund,  that  is,  the 

money  derived  from   licences  and  from  land,  in  makinir  roads,  &c.,  3861-3870.  4018, 

4019 About  10,000  or   12,000   acres  hnve  been  sold,  3863,  3864 Witness  held 

abou  sixty  acres,  3871 The  Company  offer  the  only  maiket  for  the  settlers'  produce, 

and   they  sometimes   refuse  to   take    it,   as  in  witness's   own  case,  3872-3877 Great 

advantage  if  the  import  duly  of  20  per  cent,  at  San  Fnincisco  were  abolished;  this  duty 
is  not  in  any  way  connected  with  the  rule  of  the  Company,  3878,  3879.  3936-3940. 

Further  reference  to  the  fisiieries  and  to  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Company  10  Eraser's 

River,  3880-3884- Difficulties   of  the   colonists  through  want   of  freightasje  for  their 

export'^,  3885-3895 Export  by  the  colonists   of  fish   to  the  Sandwich  Islanfis,  3896- 

3901 With   regard  to    the   district  of  Thompson's  River  on   the   mainland,  witness 

further  speaks  of  its  peculiar  fitness  for  colonisation,  3902-3905.  3914-3923 State- 
ment  as   to  gold  having  been    found   near   Fort  Colville  and   Thompson's  River,  3914, 

3915-  3947-3965 Fitness  of  part    of   Eraser's  River  district  foi'  cultivation,  3906- 

3913 Superioiity   of  the  climate   west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  as  compared  with 

that  ea^i  of  the  mountains,  3924-3926. 

Complaint  that  the  charge  of  1  l.  per  acre  for  land  is  much  too  high,  3927,  3928.  3931 

Advantage  of  American  settlers  on   the  mainland  over  the  settlers  on   the  island, 

3929,    3930 Advantage    of   the    latter    in    being    free    from    import    duties,    3932- 

3934 Further  statement  that  the  rule  of  the  Company  does,  ol  itself,  prevent  immi- 
gration  and  settlement,   3935.  3941-3943 Obstacles,  but   for  which  whalers  would 

reson  to  the  island,  3942-3946.  3986-3990. 

Some  of  the  land  is  mountainous,   and   not  cultivable,  3968-3970 The  settlements 

are  all  near  Victoria,  3971,  3972 Evidence  as  to  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  Com- 
pany's servants;  complaint  hereon,  3975-3985 — • — Nature    of  the  communication  with 

San  Francisco  ;   probability  of  settlement  from  that  quarter,  3991-3994 Regulations 

in  legard  to  the  sale  of  land,  3995-4000.  4014-4019 Reference  to  the  large  tract  of 

land  taken  up  by  the  coal  company  at   Nanaimo,  4014-4017 Exce|jtio.i  taken  to  the 

I  .lipenditure  of  1,000/.  on  a  bridge  across  Victoria  Harb  lur,  4020-4037. 

Cooper,   Mr.     Mention    of   Mr.  Cooper   as    the    only  independent    settler   and   trader  in 
Vancouver's  Island,  when   witness  was  there  in  1853,^0//.  C.  W.  W.  Fitzwilliam,  M.P. 

2369-2371.  2382.  2386,  2387 Witness  delivers  in  a  leiiei  received  by  hiin  from  Mr.' 

Cooper  in  1853,  complaining  that  .Vh'.  Douglas,  the  governor  of  the  island,  had  forced 

two 
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Cooper,  Mr. — continued. 

two  men  to  join   an   exploring  expedition,  notwithstanding   ihat  they  were  engaged  to 
perform  certain  work  for  him  (iMr.  Cooper),  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Fitzwilliam,  M.P,  2390. 

Ample  opiiortuuiiies  of  Mr.  Cooper  for  acquiring  information  upon   the  state  of  the 
island  and  upon  its  administration,  Blanshard  5275,  5276. 

Copper.     Wiih  respect  to  the  copper  mini  s  on  Lake  Superior,  they  do  not  pay  Tor  working, 

Rae  602,  603.  6i8-65i3 Tfiere  is  a  large  copper  district  on  eaci)  side  of  ihe  Copper- 

mine  River,  Sir  J.  Richardson  3110-3113 There  are  very  valuable  copper  mines  on 

the  Copper-mine   River,  Roche  4465,  4466 Reference  to  a  specimen  of  pure  copper 

brought  to  this  country  from  the  Copper-mine  River,  Tennant  5754,  5755. 

Coppermine  Indians.  Inaccuracy  of  a  statement  as  to  the  Coppermine  Indians  having 
decreased  in  consequence  of  indulgence  in  spirituous  liquors  obtained  from  the  Company, 
Sir  G.  Simpson  1049-1052. 

Corbett,  The  Rev.  Griffith  Owen.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Was  for  about  three  years 
(1852-55)  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Rapids  d'strict,  the   laiirest  setttleraent  on  the  Red 

Ivivtr,  2656-2661 Acted  as  a  missionary  ot  tlie  Colonial  Cli'irch  and  School  Society, 

and   did  not  receive  any  payment   from   the   Hudson's  Bay  Company,   2662-2665 

Statenjent  as  to  the  Company  having  for  several  years  prohibited  the  formation  of  a 
missionary  station  and   settlement  at  Portage-la-Prairie  on  the  Assiniboine  River,  2666- 

2680 Pressure  under  which  the  Company  have  recently  stopped  iheir  opposition  to  a 

missionary  station  at  Portage-ia-Prairie,  2680,  2681. 

Measures,  equivalent  to  a  prohibition,  taken  by  the  Company  with  reference  to  the 

missionary  station  at  Headingly  on  the  Assiniboine  River,  2682-2686 Reference  to 

a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor,  agent  of  the  Propagation  Snciety,  to  witness,  in  which 
he  speaks  of  an  attempt  by  Sir  G.  Simpson  to  remove  Archdeacon  Cochrane  from 
Portage-la-Prairie,  2687-2691 Restriction  placed  upon  the  proceedings  of  tlie  mis- 
sionary at  Fort  Alexander,  2692,  2693. 

Ciicumstance  cf  agents  of  the  Company  having  more  than  once  stated  that  if  mis- 
sionaries and  missionary  settlements  increase,  factors  and  fur-trading  posts  must  decrease, 
2694-2703 Statement  as  to  Sir  G.  Simpson  having  endeavoured  to  intimidate  Arch- 
deacon Cochrane  and  others  from  building  the  church  at  the  Grand  Rapids  district, 
2704-2709 Archdeacon  Cochrane  is  now  at  Red  River,  2710,  2711. 

The  country  about  Red  River  is  very  suitable  for  ULiriculture  and   settlement,  2712- 

2736 Large  and  available  supply  of  coal  towards  the  source  of  the  Assiniboine  River, 

2715-2718 There  is  a  fair  quantity  of  timber  about  Red  River,  2726-2728 Cattle 

can  be  fed  in  the  country,  and   tan  live  through  the  winter,  2730-2733 Floods  are  of 

rare  occurrence,  2734-2736. 

Circumstance  of  the  Red  River  settlers  necessarily  drawing  their  supplies  from 
St.  Paul's,  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  proper  communication  by  York  Factory  or 
Lake  Sii[)erior,  &c.  2737-2742— — Practicability  of  impioviiig  the  route  from  Red  River 

to  York  Factory,  2740.  2742-2746 The  difficulties  in  the  route  between  Red  River 

and  Lake  Superior  are  by  no  mean^  insnrmouniable,  2746 Reference  to  a  letter  from 

Mr.  Taylor  to  witness,  dated  September  1855,  wiih  regard  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 
arrival  of  necessary  supplies  for  the  settlers  and  Indians,  2747-2750. 

Fixed  tariff  of  charges  on  some  of,  but  not  all,  the  articles  supplied  by  the  Company, 

2751-2754.  2771,  2772 Particulars  as  to  the  Company  having  recently  attempted  to 

impose  a  duty  of  10  or  20  per  cent,  on  goods  imported  fiom  the  States,  ostensibly  for  the 
improvement  of  the  roads;  resolution   of  the  settlers   not  to  pay  this  duty,  2755-2770. 

2773-2783 Goods    supplied    by   the  Company  are  paid    for    half-yearly  by   bills  of 

exchange;  per-centage  charged  by  the  Company  on  the^e  bills,  2784-2790 Origin  of 

the  njonthly  mail  commu  lication  between  Red  River  and  Pembina,  2791. 

There  is  an  American    settlement    at    Pembina,  and   a  small  garrison   and  fur  post, 

2792-2798 Pembina  is  very  near  the  boundary  line,  2799,  2800 There  is  every 

facility  for  seillement  on  the  American  side  of  the  frontier,  2801 Witness  found  some 

Americans  at  Oiter-tail  Lake,  about  150  miles  north  of  St.  Paul's,  2801-2804 — — Circum- 
staiK  e  of  Mr.  Doll,  a  sianoner  and  bookseller  at  St.  Paul's,  having  removed  ihither  from 
Red  River,  in  consequence  of  the  inconveniences  and  discouragements  met  with  at  the 

latter  place,  2805-2810 Feeling  of  the  settlers  that  they  should  have  a  representative 

Government,  2809,  2810. 

[Second   Examination.]   Witness  has  travelled  for  upwards  of  l,00O  miles  in  company 

with  the  American  fur  traders,  and  never  saw  any  spirits  among  them,  2811-2818 

He  has  heard  Mr.  N.  W.  Kitson,  the  representative  lor  the  Minnesota  territory,  express 
himself  very  strongly  against  the  Hudson's.  Bay  Company's  traders  with  regard  to  the  use 
of  spirits  among  the  Indians,  2818-2823 Mr.  Kitson  is  interested  in  the  fur  com- 
pany on  the  American  frontier,  but  does  not  trade  at  Red  River,  2824-2835. 
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Corbett,  The  Rev.  Griffith  Owen.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Instances  of  intoxication  among  the  Indians  at  Fort  Garry,  the  spirits  having  in  all 

probability  been  procured  from  the  Company's  traders,  2836-2847 There  is  a  sciiool 

ill   witness's  di->trici,  but  for  several   reasons   it  is  not   well  attended,   2848-2853 

Numi'ious  streams  running  into  the  Red  River  with  timber  on  ihe  banks,  2854-2863 

There  is  a  g-ood  deal  of  timber  all  the  way  up  to   Portage-la-Prairie,  on  the  Assiniboine 
River,  2864-2870. 

Frequent  fires  on  the  prairies  adverted  to  in  connexion  with  the  fitness  of  the  land  for 

settlement,  2869.  2871-2874 Further  evidence  relative  to  the  postal  communication 

to  and  from  the  Red  River,  2875-2S79 Statement  as  to  the  settlers  having  complained 

that  their  letters  are  opened  and  inspected  by  the  Company's  officials  ;  belief  in  the  truth 
of  this  complaint,  2880-2888. 

Council  {lied  River,  Sfc.)     See  Government  by  the  Compani/. 

Cranberries.     Su'^gested   importation  of  cranberries  from  Hudson's   Bay  instead  of  from 
Russia,  Ishister  6090. 

Passiige  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  Allen  M'Donell  before  the  Select  Committee  in  Canada 
relative  to  the  prohibition  by  the  Company  of  trade  in  cranberries,  jljop.p.  389. 

Crees  Indians.     The  Crees  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  Saskatchewan  are  very  difftient  from 

those  on  the  upper  part,  and  are  more  easily  civilised,  Sir  J.  Richardson  2980-2983 

The  Crees  and   the  more  southern  tribes  coming  into  contact  with  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  are  decreasing  in  number.  King  5677,  5678.  56^3-5687. 

Crime.     There  is  very  little  ciime  among  the  whites,  Lefroy  314 Very  little  crime  in  the 

Company's  territories  generally.    Sir   G.   Simpson   1014.    1388-1405 The  gaols   are 

almost  alwiiys  empty,  ib.  1158 Crimes  were  very  rare  at  Red  River  in  18^7,  Crofton 

3230.  3329.  3330. 

Criminal  Jurisdiction.     See  Administration  of  Justice.         Jurisdiction. 

Crofttm,  Colonel  John  Ffulliott.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Commanded  the  troops  sent 

from  this  cuuntiy  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  in  1846;  3159-3164 Description  of 

the  journey  of  the  troops,  and  mode  of  conveyance  of  the  guns  from  Fort  York  to  Red 

River,    3165-3176.    3391-3393 Witness     went    out   under    secret    instructions,    and 

remained  about  a  year,  3177,  3178 He  vsfas  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  Council,  3179 

He  considers  the  government  of  the  Red  River  colony  to  be  a  patriarch-,il  iiovern- 

nient,  3180 He  returned  from  the  territory  w/o  Lake  Superior  ;ind  Canada  ;   this  route 

was  decidedly  easy,  with  the  exception  of  the  portages,  3181-3189. 

Climate  of  Red    River  colony   consideied  ;  it   is  about   the  same   as   tliat  of  Upper 

Canada,  3190-3204 Excellent  crops  grown  at  Red   River,  3201-3204 Tlie  soil  is 

peculiarly  fit  lor  agriculture,   and  might  maintain  a  very  iaige  colony,  3205-32 10 

Justice  was  well    administered,    3212.    3328-3333— — Particulars    as    to  the    mode  of 

administration  of  justice,  3212-3231 Trials  by  magistrates  take  place  without  a  jury, 

3220-3222 Instance  of  the  punishment  of  a  soldier  for  havinij;  bartered  tobacco  with 

an  Indian  for  some  fur,  3224-3230 Crimes  were  very  rare,  3230.  3329,  3330. 

Discontented  state  of  the  half-breeds  •xt  Red  River,  because  they  were  not  allowed  to 

distil  spirits  from  their  own  corn,  or  to  traffic  in  fur.-i,  3232-3246 Great  difficulties  of 

land  and  water  communication,  which  act  as  a  bar  to  a  profitaljle  export  of  corn  by  the 

half-breeds  at  Red  River,  3242-3255 There  is  no  piohibiiion  against  the  exportation 

of  corn,  3242.  3298,  3299 Greater  facihties  for  the  spread  of  colonisation  in  Minne- 
sota than  ai  i?ed  River,  3250-3255. 

Particulars  as  to  the  route  from  Red  River  to  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie,  as  traversed  by  wit- 
ness in  1847;  the  total  distance  is  about  1,126  miles,  and  may  be  performed  in  thirty- 
eight  days,  3255-3267 Difficulties  in  the  route  from  Red  River  to  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie, 

more  especially  as  regards  the  portages,  which  are  very  numerous,  3262-326S.  3284- 

3293 The  country  by  Lac-la-Pluie  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  is  very  beautiful, 

3270. 

There  is  every  facility  for  forming  a  communication  across  the  plain  between  the  Red 

River  iind  the  Rocky  Mountains,  3271-3273 Isolated  character  of  the  plain  east  of 

the  Rocky  Mountains,  which  prevents  its  being  colonised  ;  Oregon,  Minnesota,  and 
Utah  adverted  to  hereon,  3274-3283 The  chief  difficulty  10  an  overland  communica- 
tion from  Lake  Superior  10  Red  River,  would  arise  from  the  swamps,  3283.  3293,  337'^- 

3381 Mineral    chaiacter    of  the  country  north  of  Lake  Superior,  3294 Desii-e 

among  the  Scotch  settlers  at  Red  River  for  an  improved  communication  with  Canada, 
3295-3297- 

Practice  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  land  held  by  each  settler;  power  to  subdivide  or 

sell  the  same,  33O0-33O7- 33" Tlie  company  are  the  only  buyers  of  agricultural 

pioducp,  3309,  3310 At  Norway  House  corn  may  be  grown,  but  the  season  doses 

sooner 
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sooner  than  at  Red  River,  3316 Propriety  of  llie  restrictions  at  Red'River  upon  the 

trade  in  spirits,  3318-3322.  3330 Heference  to  a  census  made  by  ihe  Company  every 

five  or  six  years,  3322-3325.  3431-3434 During  witness's  stay  -.it  Red  River,  the 

Company  strictly  adhered  to  the  restrictions  with  regard  to  the  trade  in  spirits,  3326, 
3327. 

Approval,  on  the  whole,  of  the  government  by  the  CoinpHny,  3332-3335 There 

was  no  desire  in  Canada,  ten  yeiirs  ago,  for  an  annexation  of  the  Red  River  colony, 
333<5-3338 Belief  as  to  the  willingness  of  the  Company  to  see  the  Red  River  coun- 
try  better   colonised,    3339-3345 Greater  difficulties    of  navigation    between    Lake 

Superior  and  Red  River,  than  formerly  existed  between  Kin':;siown  and  Montn^al,  3346- 
3365. 

Between  waier  and  road  a  good  route  might  be  made  between  Red  River  and  L^ike 
Superior,  but  an  uninterrupted  road  or  river  communication  is  almost  impracticable,  3366- 

3388 The  route  from  Fort  William  to  Red  River  is  better  than  that  from  Fort  York, 

3389,  3390 Distance,  respectively,  between  Fort  William  and  Red  River,  and  between 

Fort  William  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  3394-3397.  3406-3409 Facility  in  supporting  the 

troops  at  Red    River,  3398-3401 The  men    continued    in    excellent   he.ilth,  3402- 

3405- 

Statement  relative  to  a  report  by  witness,  on  his  return  to  England  in  1848,  upon 
certain  complaints  made  by  settlers  at  Red  River;  date  on  which  he  answered  nine  or 

ten  questions  with  reference  tp  Mr.  Isbister's  memorial,  3412-3430 Better  condition 

of  the  Red  River  Indians,  in  t:()nsequence  of  the  missionaries'  influence,  than  of  those  in 

the  remote  districts,  3418-3422 At  Norway  House  the  missionaries  were  very  useful 

to  tiie  Indians,  3435-3437 The  missionaries  are  paid  by  the  Missionary  Society,  but 

have  also  some  allowance  from  the  Company,  3439. 

Cultivation  of  the  Soil.     See  Barley.         Basquia  River.         Climate.  Colonisation  and 

Settlement.  Colvill  Fort.  Cumberland  House.  Dog  River,  Edmonton. 

Eraser  River.  Indian  Coi-n.  Indians,  5.  Liard  River.  Mackenzie  River. 

Ottawa  River.  Prairie  Country,  Rainy  Lake-  Red  River  Settlement.  Sas- 
katcheioan  River.  Simpson  I'ort.  Thompson  River.  Fancouver's  Island.  Western 
Coast.  Wheat.  Williams,  Governor. 

Cumberland  House.     Ciicumstance  of  cultivation  and  settlement  at  Fort  Cumberland  having 

advanced  only  in  a  very  small  degree,  Sir  J.  Richardson  2903.  3010-3023 Slight 

extent  of  cultivation  ai  Cumberland  House  in  1820,  Sir  George  5ucA  3479. 

Particulars  relative  to  a  thriving  little  colony,  as  found  by  witness  many  years  ago,  on 
the  approach  to  Cumberland  House  ;  complaint  made  by  the  colonists  that  the  Company 

had  ordeied  them  to  give  up  their  farms,  King  5706.  5715-5744 There  were  probably 

1,500  or  2,000  acres  under  cultivation,  but  certainly  not  less  than  1,000,  ib.  5718-5721. 

^^27 There   were  wheat,  barley,  potatoes,  pigs,  tows,  and  horses,  ib.  5729 The 

colony  was  within  thiriy  or  forty  miles  from   Cumberland    House,  in  a  direct  line,  ?6. 

5731- 

/See  also  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  2.  Williams,  Governor. 

Currency.     In  the  Red  River  Settlement  there  is  a  circulating  medium  of  gold,  silver,  and 
copper,  and  a  paper  currency,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1147- 
Peculiar  and  objectionable  nature  of  the  paper  currency  in  use  at    Red  River  up    to 

1849,  M'Laughlin  4969~4973"^ Circumstance  of  the  Company  having   at  one  lime 

threatened  to  withdraw  the  paper  currency,  ib.  4970-4972. 

D. 

Dawson,  William,  M'D.     Evidence  given  before  ihe  select  committee  in  Canada  by  Mr. 
Dawson,  head  of  the  Wood-  and  Foiests  branch  of  the  Crown  Land  department,  App.  p. 

394-402 Statement  by  Mr.  Dawson,  in  tontrMvention  of  the   title   under  which   the 

Company  claim  certain   rights  of  soil,  jurisdiction  and  trade,  ib.  394-399 Siatement 

in  regard  to  the  eaily  and   present  boundaries  of  Canada,  ib.  396-399 Statement  in 

regard  to  the  soil  and  climate  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  teiritory  and  its  titness  for  settlement, 
ib.  399-402. 

Debateable  Lands.     There  is  a  soit  of  debaieable  land  between  the  North  American  Indians 
and  the  Esquimaux,  as  well  as  between  different  tribes  of  t'le  latier,  Rae  688-693. 

Directors.     Cordiality  between  the  council  of  factors   abroad  and   the  directors   at  home' 

Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5795.5796 Constitution   of  the   Board;  there  is  aii  annua' 

meeting  of  stockholders,  and  an  annual  eltction  of  the  governor  and  committee,  ib.  5799, 
5800. 
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Letter  fi-oni  Mr.  Shepherd,  governor  of  the  Company,  to  the  Right  Hon.  H.  Labouchere, 
dated  18  July  1857,  setting  forth  the  views  of  the  directors  of  the  Company  on  some  of 
ti)e  more  important  points  involved  in  the  inquiry,  App.  p.  405,  406. 

Distillery,  Red  River.  The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  erected  a  distillery  at  Red  River,  but 
liave  never  worked  it.  Sir  O.  Simpson  1745,  1746. 

Dog  River.  Capability  of  producing  grain  on  the  banks  of  the  Dog  River,  Sir  J. 
Richardson  2907. 

Doll,  Mr.  Circumstance  of  Mr.  Doll,  a  stationer  and  bookseller  at  St.  Paul's,  having 
removed  thither  from  Red  River  in  consequence  of  ihe  inconveniences  and  discourage- 
ments met  with  at  the  latter  place,  Corbett  2805-2810. 

Douglas,  James.      Mode  of  appointment   of  Mr.  Douglas  as   witness's  successor  in   the 

giiveinment  of  Vancouver's  Island,  Blanshard  5202,  5203 Particulars  as  to  a  dispute 

between  \vitnes^  and  Mr.  Douglas  about  the  register  of  a  ship,  ib.  5210-5230. 

Belief  tliat  Mr  Douglas  makes  an    excellent  governor  of  Vancouver's  island,  Right 
Hon.  E.  Ellice  6032. 

Draper,  Hon.  William  Henry,  C.  B.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Is  Chief  Justice  of  the 

Court  of  C(mimon  Pleas  of  Upper  Canada,  4038,  4039 Has  been  a  continual  resident 

in  Canada  since  1820,  during  which  period   he  has  filled  the   highest  legal  offices  in 

Upper  Canada,  4039-4041 Hns  been   instructed  by  the   Government  of  Canada   to 

watch  the  investigations  being  made  by  the  Committee,  and  generally  to  press  upon  the 
Government  of  this  country  the  rights  and  interests  of  Canada  relative  to  the  territories 
under  the  rule  of  tiie  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  4042-4053. 

Has  never  been  nearer  the  territories  of  the  Company  than  the  eastern  portion  of  Lake 

Siipeiior,  4054 Enumerates  three  points  in  wiiich  the  inquiry  before  the  Committee 

affects  the   interesis   of  Canada,  4055 With   regard   t  >   the   first  point,   namely,   the 

claim  of  tlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  the  legal  possession  of  all  lands  drained  by  any 
stieams,  no  matter  how  remote  their  sources  may  bi-,  which  flow  into  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Straits  or  Hudson's  Bay,  witness  disputes  the  validity  of  such  claim,  and  delivers  in  a 
paper  (4pp.  p.  378-380)  in  support  of  his  view  of  the  subject,  4056-4058. 

Imp(jitance  in  tiie  first  instance  of  a  clear  definition  of  what   the  leaal  boundaries  of 

Canada  and  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories  really  are,  4059.  4105,  4106 Proposition 

that  Canada  should  have  a  free  right  to  explore  and  survey  the  Company's  territories,  in 
ordu-  to  ascertain  the  capabilities  of  the  country,  4060,  4073 Also  to  open  com- 
munication roads,  by  putting  settlers  on  each  side  of  them  with  free  grants,  4060 Also 

to  lay  out  townships,  and  to  incoiporaie  them   with   ihe  province  as   soon  as    they  were 

setiled,  4060  et  seq. Also  that  ihe  right  of  survey  and  settlement  by  Canada  extend 

only  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  4060,  4061.  4104. 

Inability  of  Canada  at   the   present   moment   efficiently  to   govern  the   vast  extent  of 

country  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  4062.  4064 -Surveys  and  communications  must 

first  be  made,  4062.  4064 Strong  feeling  in   Canada,   in   wliich  witness  joins,   that 

unless  something  be  done  to  settle  and  colonise  the  country  on   the  American  frontier,  it 

will   cease  to   be   British   teiritory,   4062,   4063.   4088.  4129.    4220 If  there   be  an 

insuperable  barrier  to  communication  between  Canada  and  the  Red  River,  Sic,  an 
annexation  of  tlie  latter  to  the  former  could  not  be  contended  for,  4065.  4077. 

Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Red  River  settlement,  &c.,  being  in   time   goeerned   as   an 

integral   part  of  Canada  rather   than  as  a   separate  British  colony,  4065-4076 Ad 

interim  form  of  Government  which  might  be  adopted  in  the  Red  River  Settlement  until 
the  lepresentatives  of  the  country  could  attend  the  Canadian  Legislature,  4066.  4070- 
4072.4169,4170. 

Caniida  has  now  but  little  land  between  the  three  great  lakes  for  disposal  to  settlers 
4067.  4198— — Probabihty  of  the  administration  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  havino- 

prevented  settlement  from  Canada,  4068,  4069 Willingness  of  Canada  to  undertake 

the  expense  of  survey  and  settlement  if  allowed  to  annex  the  settled  districts,  4073- 
4077. 

Grounds  for  concluding  that  communication  through  Canada  to  thr  Red  River  is  very 
feasible,  and   that  the   Canada    route  is  far  preferable  to  the  route   by   York  Factory 

4074.  4076 Facility  at  present  for  communication  between  Canada  or  England  and  the 

wesieni   shore    of    Lake    Sii|)eiior,   4074.  4152,  4153.4221-4224 Remarks  on  the 

increase  of  settlenaent  on  the  banks  of  the  Ottawa,  nearly  up  to  Lake  Nipissing,  notwith- 
standing  the  foimer   diffictilties  of  communication,  4074.  4149-4156 Circumstance 

of  the  French,  some  100  years  ago,  and,  more  recently,  the  North-West  Company, 
having  used  the  route  from  Fort  WtUiam  to  Red  River  for  the  transmission  of  o-oods' 
4074.4157-4164. 

Reference   to  a  Report  by  Mr.  Coltman  in    1819    upon   the  government    of  the   Red 
River  Settlement;  suggestion  therein  for  a  transfer  of  the  gove7-nment   from   the  hands 

of 
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of  the  Company,  4080.  4178 Witness  does,  not  apprehend  any  outbreak  with  the 

Indians  if  the  Red  River  colony  were  transferred  to  Canada;  they  must,  however,  be 

treated  justly,  and  compensated  for  their  lands,  4081,  4082.  4165-4167 Disastrous 

wars  between  the  Indians  and  Americans  adverted  to,  4083. 

Importance,  for  several  reasons,  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  monopolizing  the  fur 
trade  for  some  time  at  least,  within  the  more  northern  Limit  proposed  to  be  assigned  to 

them,  4084-4086.  4189,  4190.  4206-4209 Compeiition  in  the  fur  trwde  is  a  source 

of  agitation  with  many  people  in  Canada,  4087,  4088 Proposiiion  that  the  exclusive 

rights  and  powers  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and,  at  the  same  time,  of  Canada  be 
removed  further  nortli,  and  that  the  line  of  boundary  be  that  proposed  by  the  Company 
themselves  in  1750;  this  line  explained,  4089-4096. 

Two  definitions  by  Act  of  the  boundaries  of  Canada,  4097,  4098 Absence  of  incon- 
venience in  the  administration  of  justice  through  the  want  of  a  definite  boundary,  4099- 

4101 In  proposing  that  the  Rocky  Mountains  should  limit  the  Canadian  territories, 

witness  makes  the  reservation  of  a  right  to  extend  to  the  Pacific  any  future  railway  over 

the  mountains,  4102.  4104.  4173.  4175 The  Canadian  Government  claim  the  country 

up  to  the  Pacific,  4103. 

Evidence  in  support  of  a  suggestion  made  by  witness  in  a  letter  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary oil  the  6th  instant,  that  the  question  of  boundary  between  the  province  of  Canada 
and  the  territory  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee 

of  the  Privy  Council,  4107-4109.  4116-4124 Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the 

Company  have  not  in  law  an  exclusive  licence  to  trade,  41 10-4117.  4125 — —The  ques- 
tion of  monopoly  of  trade,  as  well  as  of  possession  of  land,  should  he  referred  to  the 
Judicial  Committee,  4116. 

Witness  has  been  preparing  evidence  as  to  the  title  of  Canada  to  the  territory,  but 
declines  tn  lay  the  same  before  ilie  Committee,  4120,  4121 He  has  express  instruc- 
tions to  retain  counsel  to  represent  the  province,  and  has,  he  conceives,  a  discretionary 
power  to  take  the  initiative  before  the  Judicial  Committee  of  Privy  Council,  but  looks 
rather  to  the  Crown  to  procure  the  reference  and  the  decision,  4122-4124. 

The  non-settlement  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories  goes  to  prove  that  settlement  is 

not  compatible  with  the  interests  of  the  Company,  4126,4127 Belief  as  to  the  fitness 

of  a  great  portion  of  the  country  for  settlement,  4128 Reference  to  a  tract  of  land  near 

the  American  frontier,  which,  though  not  included  in  Rupert's  Land,  is  under  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Company,  Canada  exercising  no  jurisdiction  therein,  4130-4133 The 

Mississippi  River  is  the  only  western  boundary  given  to  Canada  in  documents  emnnating 
from  the  Crown,  4133-4135. 

Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  actual  encroachments  by  American  citizens  across  the 

boundary,  4136 Circumstance  of  a  petition  having  been  recently  presented  to  conoress 

for  connecting  the  Lower  Red  River  with  Lake  Superior,  4138,  4139 At  present  all 

the  trade  of  Red  River  goes  by  Hudson's  Bay  or  the  United  States,  4140 Facilities 

of  communication  between  Canada  and  Hed  River  sufficient  for  the  conveyance  of  troops, 
4141-4145, 

Practical  inconvenience  has  not  hitheito  occurred  through  the  undefined  character  of 

the  Canadian  boundaries,  4146 The  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  of 

late  attracted  growing  attention  in  Canada,  4147,  4148 Reference  to  a  slight  collision 

between  the  Canadian  government  and  some  Indians  relative  to  some  mines  in  islands  on 

Lake   Superior;  cause  of  the  affair,  4165.  4215-4217 Natural  and   only  course  by 

which  the  trade  of  the  Red  River  can  puss  through  Canada,  so  as  to  avoid  transshipment, 

4171,  4172 Willingness  of  Canada  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Judicial  Committee 

of  Privy  Council,  4176,  4177. 

Expense  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  supporting  settlements  like  that  at  Red 

River,  4178,  4179 Object  of  many  persons,  whose  apparent  desire  is  settlement,  really 

to  interfere  in  the  fur  trade,  4180-4182 Interest  of  the  Company  to  prevent  American 

inroads  over  the  frontier,  4183-4186 Competitors  in  the  fur  trade  would  not  probably 

be  very  successful  at  first,  4187 Inadequate  value  now  received  by  the  Indians  for 

skins,  4191. 

The  expense  of  communication  between  Canada  and  Red  River  should  fall  on  the  pro- 
vince, 4192 Delay  in  the  formation  of  the  Ottawa  and  Lake  Huron  Railway  adverted 

to,  4193-4195 Immense  area  of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Canada  which  is  still 

unsettled,  though  the  more  available  land  is  speedily  being  absorbed,  41 96-41 98 

Extension  of  settlements  along  the  Saguenay  River,  though  the  climate  there  is  sometimes 
ruinous  to  the  crops,  4199-4203. 

Desi ruction  of  fur- bearing  animals  by  half-breeds  and  white  trappers,  rather  than  by 

Indian  hunters,  4205 Pending  the  question  of  settlement  by  Canada,  the  Company 

should,  as  at  present,  monopolise  the  trade,  4206-4209 Circumstance  of  there  being 

an  official  inquiry  now  going  on  in  Canada  in  regard  to  the  availableness  of  the  Hudson's 
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Bay  territory  for  the  formation  of  communications   and    settlements.   4210-4214 

Reference  to  a  report  in  1845  or  1846  by  Sir  William  Logan,  or  one  of  his  assistants,  on 
the  minerals  around  Lake  Superior,  &c.,  4218,  4219. 

Witness  will  obtain  from  Canada,  and  lay  before  the  Committee,  a  copy  of  the  minute 
in  council  requesting  his  presence  in  this  country  on  behalf  of  the  interests  of  Canada, 
4225,  4226. 

[Second  Examination,] — Explanation  relative  to  a  map  carefully  prepared  in  the  Crown 
Lands  Office  in  Canada,  showing  the  situation  of  the  various  posis,  the  geological  struc- 
ture, and  the  assumed  climate,  4227-4230. 

Draper,  Chief  Justice.    Copy  ol'letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Cliief  Justice  Draper  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  on  6th  May  1857,  f<^'"  <-''^  Colonies,  relative  to  the  claims  put  forth   by  Canada, 

App.  p.  374 Memorandum  enclosed  in  this  letter  relative  to  the  limits  of  territory  to 

which  the  Government  of  Canada  lay  claim,  il>.  374-378. 

Letter  of  instructions  from  the  Secretary's  office,  Toronto,  dated  20th  February  1857, 
relative  to  the  course  to  be  taken  before  the  Committee  by  Chief  Justice  Draper  on  the 
part  of  the  Canadian  Government,  App.  p.  436. 

Dunn,  Mr.     Reference  to  a  pamphlet  published  by  Mr.  Dunn,  who  was  in  the  Company's 

service  many  years  ago.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1240-1248 Belief  that  there  was  never  any 

regulation  prohibiting  Mr.  Dunn,  or  the  servants  of  the  Cotnpauy  generally,  from  keeping 
journals  or  records  of  what  passed  in  the  country,  ib.  1954-1958. 

Duties  on  Imports.     With  respect  to  a  resolution  of  the  Council  at   Red  River  in  1845,  as 

to  the  duties  on  imports,  witness  believes  it  was  disallowed.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1318 

There  is  an  import  duty  of  4^.  per  cent,  on  all  goods,  including  those  of  the  Company, 
going  to  Red  River,  and   the  amount  thus  raised  is  expended  on   roads  and  school*,  or 

otherwise,  for  public  purposes,  ib.   1787-1793.   1875-1881.   1990-1993 With  regard 

to  any  resolutions  in  1845,  imposing  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  imports,  witness  further 
states  that  they  were  probably  disallowed,  and  at  all  events  were  never  enforced  against 

the  importers,  tb.  2020-2036 Further  explanation  as  to  the  mode  of  accounting  for 

and  expending  the  receipts  from  the  lour  per  cent,  duty  on  imports  to  Red  River,  ib. 
■20372052. 

Restrictions  upon   imports  by  settlers,  IsMster  2620-2624 Particulars  as   to  the 

Company  having  recently  attempted  to  impose  a  duty  of  10  or  20  per  cent,  on  goods 
impoited  from  tlie  States,  osIen^ibly  for  the  improvement  ot  ihe  roads  ;  resolution  of  the 
•settlers  not  to  pay  this  duty,  Corbett  2755-2770.  2773-2783. 

Prohibitions  placed  by  the  Company  some  years  a^o  on  imports  to  Red  River  from  the 

United  States,  M'Laughlin  4766.  4791 Return  in  1848  fiom  the  American  importers 

at  Red  River  to  the  government  of  the  district,  relative  to  the  heavy  duties  on  imports; 

this   ])elition  was  never  replied   to,   ib.   4791-4795 Copy  of  a  proclamation   by   the 

Governor  (f  lied  River  Colony,  dated  7tli  December  1844,  directing  measures  for 
the  prohibition  of  imports  lor  settlers  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  ;  authenticity  of  this  coj)y, 

ib.  4895-4898 A  higher  duty  was  levied  on  goods  from  America  than  from  England, 

but  a  reduced  duiy  was  taken  on  the  former  goods  if  the  importers  were  not  suspected 
-oi  trafficking  in  furs,  ib.  5030-5046. 

Extract  from  nrinutes  of  meeting  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Rupert's  Land,  held 
at  Re<i  River,  10  July  1845,  as  to  the  imposition  of  duties  on  goods  imported  by  settlers 
trafficking  in  the  fur  trade,  and  the  exemjilion  from  duty  of  goods  imported  by  non- 
traders,  App.  p.  373. 

E. 

East  India  Company  v.  Sands-     The  decision   of  Lord  JeflFery  in   this  case  maintains   the 
right  of  the  Crown  to  grant  a  license  of  exclusive  trade,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5823. 

Edmonton.     At  Edmonton  tlie  pasturage  is  very  good,  and  barley  is  very  productive,  Sir  G. 

Simpson  982 Bailey  and  oats   are  grown  at  Edmonton,  but  wheat  has  failed  ;  cattle 

thrive  very  well.  Miles  4693-4700. 

Education.     How  far  provision  is  made  for  or  encouragement  given  to  the  education  of  the 

Indians  and   half-breeds,   Sir  G.  Simpson   1129-1133.    1321-1323.   1331 There  are 

schools  at  Red  River  established  by  the  missionary  societies  and  assisted  bv  the  Company, 

to  which  the  half-breeds  go,  ib.  1683-1685.  1717-1723 With  regard  to  the  covenant 

in  the  Ibrm  of  lease  to  settlers,  that  the  settler  shall  contribute   towards  education  and 

religious  instruction,  the  same  is  not  enforced,  ib.  1709-I7t6 ^Further  statement  as  to 

the  Company  encouraging  the  education  and  relia'ious  instruction  of  the  Indians,  though 
they  have  not  given  specific  aid  for  forming  school  rooms  or  purchasing  books,  ib.  1721- 

1723.  [728,  1729.  1791,  1792.2001-2017.2056 ^TheCompany  do  not  actually  require 

the  missionaries  and  clergymen  to  keep  schools,  ib.  1730,  1731. 

Statement 
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Education — continued. 

Statement  to  the  effect  that  the  Company  in  no  wav  encourage  the  establishment  of 
schools  save  by  a  contribution  of  100  Z.  a  year  to  a  school  at  Red  I^iver,  Is5/s<er -2468-2484 

There  is  a  school  in  the  Grand  Rapids  district,  but  for  several  reasons  it  is  not  well 

attended,  Corbett  2848-2853 Advantage  of  the  syllabic  system  of  writing  in  which  the 

Indians  are  instructed.  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4268-4273 Importance  of  a  grant  by 

the  Company  in  aid  of  education,  ib.  4278,  4279 The  Company  grant  100/.  a  yea'r 

towards  the  schools  at  Red  River,  ib.  4342. 

See  also  Religious  Instruction. 

Mlice,  Right  Hon.  Edward  {Member  of  the  House).     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Went  to 
Canada  in  1803,  and  was  then  first  connected  with   the  North   American  fur  trade,  5775 

At  that  period  all   ihe  leading  commfrcial  community  of  Canwda  were  engaoed  in 

the  trade,  577,5.  5883-58S6 'The  trade  wa-?  then  carried  on  in  countries  thatare  now 

civilised  regions,  577.S In    1805    witness    became    connected    with    the    North-west 

Company  and  the  X.  Y.  Company,  the  two  Canadian  companies,  5776,  5777. 

Very    injurious  and   disastrous  competition   during  the     earlier  pait  of  the  century, 
between  the  Canadian  companies  and   the  Hudson's   Bay    Company,  5778,  5779.  5783, 

5784 More  Rciive  compt-tition  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Con>pany,  afiei-  Lord 

Selkirk  joine:i   it  in   1811  ;   5779.  5783 ^Grant  by  tlie   company  of  a  large  tract  of 

territory  on  the  Red  River  to  Loid  Selkirk,  in  June  1811  ;  reference  to  tiie  deed  hereon, 
defining  ihe  territory,  5779-5783. 

In  1816  the  Canadian  Government  appointed  Mr.  Coltman  as  Commissioner  to  inquii-e 
into  the  disorders  in  the  conduct  of  the  fur  trade,  and  he  reported  in  favour  ol  an  nniin 

of  the  interests  of  the    competing    companie-*,   5783,  ,5784 In    1819  or    1820  Lord 

Bathurst,  then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  consulted  witness  as  to  the  possibility 
of  an  union  of  the  companies,  5784 After  a  very  diSicult  negotiation,  witness  suc- 
ceeded in  uniting  the  interests  of  the  various  companies,  and  persuading  them  to  agree  to 
carry  on  trade  under  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  ib. 

At  witness's  suggestion  to  Lord    Bathurst,  an   Act   was  passed  in  1821,  granting  for 
twenty  years  a  license  of  exclusive   trade   to   the   Hudson's  Bay  Company,  5784-5788. 

-6015 Especial  care  was  taken  in  the  Act  not  to  ovenide  the  existing  privileges  ot  the 

company,  5784.  5786 On  the  union  of  the  companies  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 

became  more  a  Canadian  than   an   English   company,  5784.  5881,  5882 In    18.38, 

when  the  first  license  expired,  a  full  inquiry  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  and 
a  further  license  of  exclusive  trade  for  twenty  years  was  granted,  5788,  5789. 

Immediate  restoration  of  peace  and  order  by  the  union  of  the  companies,  5790.  5803- 

.5805 Constitution  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  as  regards  the  participation  of  the 

stockholders  and  principal  servants  in  the  profits,  5790-5793.  5802 — '■ — Conduct  of  the 
affairs  of  the   trade    by  a  council  of  chief  factors,   which  meets  generally  at  Red  River, 

5793,  5794 Appointments  to  vacancies  are   recommended   by  the  council,  and  are 

made  by  the  board  of  directors  at  home,  5793.   5797,  5798 Cordiality  between   the 

council  abroad  and  the  direciors  at  home,  5795,  5796 — •; — Constitution  of  the  board  ; 
there  is  an  aimual  meeting  of  stnckho'ders,  and  an  annual  election  of  the  governor  and 
committee,  5799,  5800. 

The  capital  siock  of  the  company  now  stands   at  half  a  million  ;   particirlars   hereon, 

5802.  5899-5902 Average  profits  for  the  last   seventeen   years  ;    how  appropriated, 

5802.  5895-5899 Since  the  union  of  the  companies  the  profits    have  averaged  about 

twelve  per  cent,  on  the  capital,  5802.  5895-5899 — ^Great    benefit  of  the  union  to  the 

Indians,  5803.  5805 Demoralisation  and  destruction  of  the  Indians  during  coinpeiition 

in  trade,  5804,  5806-5808 Satisfaction   to  the   Home   Government  as  well  as  to  the 

inhabitants  by  the  administration  of  justice  by  the  Company,  5805. 

In  the  United  States  the  fur  trade  is  nearly  extinct,  5809 Great  diminution  in  the 

supply  of  peltry  in   British  North  America,  5810-5812 More  abundant   and   more 

valuable  supply  of  skins  from  the  districts  most  remote   and    most  northern,  5811-5818. 

5941-5949.  6024 In  the  remote  districts,  and  where  the    Indians  are  under  control, 

the  fur-bearing  animals  are  on   the  increase,  owing  to  the  regulations  of  the  Company, 

5811-5816 Infoimation  relative  to  the  Russian  lur  trade,  5819 Decrease  in  the 

trade  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  territory,  owing  to  llie  competition  from  the  American 
frontier,  5820.  6026. 

Very  slow  progress  of  settlement  and  civilisation   in  the  Company's  territory  ;   doubt 

whether  it  has  increased  at  all   for  many  years,  5821 The  Company  are  incorporated 

under  a  charter,  5822 Witness,  when  opposed  to  the  Company,  took  the  opinions  of 

many  eminent  lawyers  as  to  their  legal   rights,  and  has,  since   his  connexion  with  the 

Company,  taken  further  eminent  legal  opinions,  5823 Conclusion  that  the  proprietary 

rights  of  the   Company,  as  given  by  the  charter,  cannot    be  disputed,  5823,  5824 

Existence  formerly  of  several  proprietary  colonies  in  the  States;  how  terminated,  5824. 
,5922-5928. 

Right  of  self-government  given  by  the  charter,  5825 The  obligation  on  the  Com- 

0.24— Sess."2.  3  Q  3  pany 
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EUice,  Right  Hon.  Edward,  M.P.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

paiiy  to  send  certain  prisoners  and  cases  to  Canada  does  not  apply  to  tlie  chartered  terri- 

toii<s,  5826,  5827.  6014.  6016,  6017 Satisfactory  though  rude  way  in  which  justice 

is  administered  ;  no  act  of  gross  injustice  or  exceptional  administration  has  taken  place, 

5828.  5929,5930 Great  care  taken  in  re^-ard  to  the  class  and  character  of  persons 

sent  from  this  country  to  situations  in  the  interior,  5829-5832 Constant  watch  over 

the  conduct  of  the  company's  agents,  5831.  6936 Moral  conduct  and  good  sense  are 

indispensable  in  the  tiaders  and  factors,  5832.  5936. 

As  regards  the  boundaries  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory  and  Canada,  the  Act 
14  Geo.  3,  c.  83,  clearly  defines  the  limits  of  the  latter,  5833,  5834 Undue  import- 
ance attached  to  the  question  of  boundary,  5834 Proprieiy  of  the  Company  giving 

up  to  Canada  any  land  lequired  for  settlement;  willingness  of  the  Company  to  do  so, 
5834,  5835.  5839.  5933 ^Advantage  of  the  country,  including  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment, being,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come,  governed  by  the  Company  rather  than  by 
Canada,  5S36-5841. 

Great  difficulties  and  expense  which  would  attend  the  government  by  Canada  of  the 
Red  River  Territory,  5838-5845 Immense  obsiaeles  to  a  proper  means  of  communi- 
cation between  Canada  or  Lake  Superior  and  Red  River,  5838.  5908.  5914-5921 

The  natural  communication   with   the  Red   River  is  evidently  through   America,  5838, 

5908.   6043,   6044 Belief  that   terms   for   a  transfer  of  the   Red    River    Colony  to 

Canada  might  easily  be  arranged,  5839 Expensive  and  unsuccessful  character  of  the 

Red  River  Settlement,  which  was  established  by  Lord  Selkirk  and  not  by  the  Company, 

5839,  5840.  5931 Great  difficulties  and  expense  in  the  way  of  the  formation  of  a 

British  colony  towards  the  American  frontier  as  a  protection  against  American  encroach- 
ments, 5842-5847.  6032-6046. 

Causes  of  the  success  and  extension  of  settlements  in  the  United  States,  5845-5847. 

5909-5914-  6039-6041 Unfavourable  character  of  the  climate  at  Red  River,  5847 

Barren  and  marshy  character  of  the  soil,  except  en  the  banks  of  the  river,  5847.  6037 

Great  deficiency  of  fuel  at  Red  River,  5847 Also  on  the  Saskatchewan,  ib. 

Inferior  character  of  the  soil  ;.nd  climate  at  the  latter  place,  ib. Part  of  the  territory 

west  of  the    Rocky  Mountains   is    very  productive  of  good    furs,  5849 Settlement 

and  cultivation  was  being  largely  carried  out  by  the  Company  in  Oregon,  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  before  the  settlement  of  the  boundaries  with  America,  5849.  5931, 
5932-  5934- 

Origin  of  the  Paget  Sound  Company  in  the  increasing  cultivation  north  of  the  Colum- 
bia, 5849 The  Puget  Sound  Company  is  quite  distinct  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, ib. Claim  now  being  prosecuted  before  Congress  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany and  Puget  Sound  Company,  for  indemnity  for  the  surrender  of  possessory  rights 

in  Oregon,  north  of  the  Columbia,  ib. Opinions  of  eminent  Americans    as  to  the  title 

of  the  companies  to  the  possessory  rights  in  question,  ib. 

Circumstances  under  which,  in   1849,  Lord   Grey,  acting  very  wisely  for  the  Crown, 

granted  Vancouver's  Island  to  the    Hudson's  Bay  Company,  5850,  5851 Where  the 

monopoly  of  the  Company  is  not  a  necessity,  witness  has  nothing  to  say  in  its  favour, 

5850.  5860-5864.  5867.  5933 The  Company  made  a  great  mistake  in  accepting  the 

grant  of  Vancouver's  Island  ;  they  ha?e  spent  very  lar^e  sums  there,  for  which  there  has 
been  no  return  in  any  way,  5850,  585!.  5856.  5875-5880. 

The  Colonial  Offic-  imposed  most  impolitic  restrictions  upon  the  Company  in  regard 
to  the  price  of  land  to  settlers  in  the  island,  5851 In  providing  that  whilst  the  Com- 
pany should  have  a  monopoly  of  the  island  a  free  legislature  should  be  established,  the 

Colonial  Office  aced   very  erroneoti.sly ;  particulars  hereon,  5851-5855 The  island  is 

a  most  valuable  possession,  and  peculiarly  well  suited  for  an  English  settlement,  5856- 
5858 The  sooner  it  is  repossessed  by  the  Crown  the  better,  5856,  5857. 

Form  of  government  advisable  for  the  island  if  administered  by  the  Crown,  5859.5861. 

5863-5865 Tlie  Legislature  at  Vancouver's  Island  should  govern  the  adjacent  country 

up  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  5859-5862 The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  might  have 

the  right  of  exclusive  trade  compatibly  witii  a  government  of  the  island   by  the  Crown, 

5863-5865 Claim  of  the  Company  to  compensation  for  their  outlay  in   the  island, 

5864.  5873-58«o— — On  the  west  side  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  they  have  no  claim,  save 
for  outlay,  5864.  5867,  5868. 

The  fear  of  competition  from  American  citizens  was  one  of  witness's  chief  reasons  for 

recommending  the  Act  of  1821,  giving  an  exclusive  license  to  the  Company,  5866 

The  Company's  claim  to  the  territory  is  confined  to  the  portion  east  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains;  their  long  possession  alone  would  constitute  some  claim  to  this  territory, 
58;i8-.5872 Examination  as  to  ihe  accuracy  of  a  former  statement,  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion oi  the  Canadian  courts  of  justice  did  not  extend  over  all  the  Company's  territories; 
explnnation  that  the  jurisdiction  might  be  enforced,  but  never  has  been,  5887-5894! 
6014-G017. 

Witness   considers    that   the  Committee  can  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  details  of 

capital  or  of  profits  of  the  Company,  5899.  5956.  6004-6007- Large  deposits  are  held 

and  employed  by  the  Coini)any,  5899.  5989-5991. 

Further 
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Ellice,  Right  Hon.  Edward,  M.  P.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Further  statement  as  to  the  benefits  to  the  Intlians  thiougli  the  monopoly  of  the  Com- 
pany, 5903-5905- — —Witness  repeats  that  wherever  colonisation  is  practicable  or  tlesira- 

bie,  the  rii^hts  of  the  Company  s-hould  not  interfere,  5906,  5907.  5933 As  regards 

communication  with  Red  River,  means  for  getting  as  far  as  Lake  Superior  by  vessels 
have  existed  for  years,  5916-5920 Further  statement  as  to  the  satisfactory  adminis- 
tration by  the  Company,  notwithstanding  that  iheie  have  been  corapbiints  by  the  Red 
River  colonists,  5929,  5930. 

A  fur  company  can   have  very  little  to  do  with  colonisation,  593) The   Hudson's 

Bay  Company  never  voluntarily  undenook  colonisaiion  at  Red  River,  ii.- The  Com- 
pany cannot  undertake  to  sink  capital  in  colonising  impracticable  lodalities ;  they  have 
spent  large  sums  where  settlement  was  desirable,  5931-5934 Enterprising,  but  un- 
settled character  and  conduct  of  Dr.  McLauglilin ;  when  in  the  Company's  service  he 
was  an  excellent  officer,  5935.  6030,  6031. 

Destruction  of  the  fnr  trade  in   the  north-west  territories,  if  competition  were  ai;ain 

allowed,  5937 Competition  would  reduce  the  Indians  to  a  slate  of  want,  and  almost 

of  starvation,  ib. Disappearance  of  the  trade  before  the  march  of  civilisation,  5938- 

5944 It  does  not  follow  that  the  maintenance  of  the  trade  in  Biitish  North  America 

should  be  incompatii^le.with  Cvilonisation  ;  the  trade  would  only  be  driven  further  north, 
where  the  best  furs  are  found,  5941-5949. 

Further  reference  to  the  difficulties  of  communication  with  Red  River ;  remarks  on  the 
circumstance  of  the  Canadian  Government  having  voted  5,000/,  for  improving  the  route 

by  Lake  Winnipeg  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  5950-5960 Fuitiier  evidence  relative 

to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Company,  and  the  augmentations  therein  from  time  to  time; 
witness  cannot  go  into  details  hereon  before  his  connexion  with  the  Company  in   1821; 

5961-5984 Explanation  relative  to  a  sum  of  84,111/.  as  the  balance  expended  by  the 

Company  in  the  purchase  and  support  of  the  Red  River  colony,  5985-5991. 

Remarks  on  the  circumstance  of  witness  having,  many  years  ago,  disputed  the  right 
of  Lord  Selkirk  to  the  Red  River  colony,  whereas  siiue  his  connexion  with  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  and  the  purchase  of  the  colony  from  Lord  Selkirk,  he  has  main- 
tained the  title  to  the  possession  of  the  colony,  5992-6000 In   Canada  the  Intlian 

title  to  the  land  has  never  been  extinguished,  6001 Doubt  whether  Lord  Selkirk 

gave  any  compensation  to  the  Indians  for  the  Red  River  district,  or  whether  his  rights 
were  under  treaty,  6002,  6003. 

Propriety  of  the  Company  declining  to  supply  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  stock 
standing  m  the  names  of  tlie  various  shareholders;  it  is  an  untisual  request  on  the  part  of 

the  Committee  or  one  of  its  metDbers,  6004-6009- Beyond  the  limits  of  the  charter, 

Parliament  can,  if  it  please,  refuse  to  re-grant  the  license,   without  at  all  aggrieving  the 

Company,  6007,  6008 Authority  under  which  the  Company  hold  courts  of  record  at 

Red  River,  6010-6013.  ' 

Belief  that  whether  the   license  be  re-granted  or  not  the  Company  will  continue  to 

monopolise  the  trade,  601 8 In  the  time  of  the  North-west  Company  competition  there 

was  a  loss  to  all  parties,  6019.   6056 Further  statement  as  to  the  great  decline  of  the 

fur  trade  in  the  United  States;  comparatively  small   amount  of  furs  exported  thence  to 

England,  6020-6024 The  posts  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  the  northern  parts 

of  Canada  are  very  valuable,  6025,  6026 Objection  to  making  public  the  tariff  prices 

given  to  the  Indians,  6027.  * 

Improbability  for  very  many  years  to  come  of  any  foreign  settlement  in  the  southern 
portion  of  the  "Hudson's  Bay  territory,  6028,  6029 In  the  event  of  forcible  encroach- 
ment the  Company  would  naturally  apply  for  help  to  the  Government  of  this  country, 

6028 Belief  that  Mr.  Douglas   makes  an   excellent  governor  of  Vancouver's  Island, 

6032- Sundry  obstacles  and  coiisiderable  expense  which  would  attend  the  formation 

of  an  independent  British  colony  at  the  Red  River,  6033-6046. 

Larger  military  force  required  at  Red  River  if  directly  under  the  Crown,  6034,  6035 
Troops  have  on  former  occasions  of  excitement  or  of  disturbances  on  the  frontier 


been  sent  to  Red  River,  6034.  6050,  6051 Explanation  as  to  a  military  foice  at  Red 

River  having  recently  been  applied  for  in  consequence  of  disturbances  in  Minnesota,  and 
of  the  ptjssibility  of  illegal  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  half-breeds  and  Canadian  traders, 
6034.  6048-6055. 

As  regards  the  capital  stock  of  the  Company,  not  nmc h  of  it  is  now  held  in  Canada, 

6047 Belief  that  among  the  Canadian  people  generally  there  is  not  any  great  agitation 

against  the  exclusive  rights  of  the  Company,  6054,  6055 The  expectation  by  certain 

parties  of  a  participation  in  the   fnr  trade   is   at  the  bottom  of  the  agitation  in  Canada, 

6055 No  greater   objection  exists  now  than  in  the  time  of  the  North-west  Company 

to  a  competition  in  the  trade,  but  the  compttition  tiien  was  grievous  enough,  6056- 
6058. 
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Ellice,  Right  Hon.  Edward,  M.P.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Reference  to  nn  Act  passed  in  1690,  conveying  certain   powers  to  tiie  Hudson's  Bay 

Acts 
leg 

Hudson 
irates 


)ii's  Bay  territory,  the  Crown  has  at  present  sufBcient  power  to  establish  niagis- 
wiierever  it  pleases,  6070,  6071. 

■Emigration.     Absence  of  Ameiiciin  emigration  from  Minnesota  to  Red  River  j  the  ne;jrest 
American  settlement  is  at  Crow  Wing  River,  about  400  miles  from  Red  River,  Sir  G. 

Simpson  838,  839.  891-907 Facilities  afforded  by  the  Company  for  the  entrance  of 

free  labourers  into  the  Red  River  Settlement,  ib.  1082—1091. 

See  also  Colonisation  and  Settlement. 

Esquimault  Harbour  {Vancouver's  Island),     Excellence  of  Esquimault   Harbour,  Cooper 
3987  ;  Blanshard  5288.  5306-5312. 

Exclusive  Rights.       See  Canada,  2.  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  3.  East  India 

Company  v.  Sands.         Fur  Trade,         Indians,  6.  7.         License  to  Trade. 

Expenditure  by  the  Company.     See  Red  River  Settlement,  1.  Vancouver's  Island,  16. 

Expiration  of  License.     The  license  to  trade,  which  was  granted  in   1838,  will  expire  in 
1859,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1348. 

Exports  and  Imports.     The  only  article  prohibited  for  export  from  the  Company's  territories 

is  that  of  fur.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1227.   1238 The  Company's  imports  into  the  territory 

are  about  60,000/.  a  year,  ib.  1518-1520 About  40,000  Z.  m  imports  is  distributed 

among  the  55,000  Indians  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  ib.  1521-1524.  1547. 

Obstacles  on  the  part  of  the  Company  to  an  export  trade  in  tallow  and  hides  between 

the  Red  River  nnd  the  United  States,  Zs6w^er  2407 Further  evidence  in  resiard  to  the 

obstacles   thrown   bv  the  Company  in  the  way  of  exportation  from    Red   River;  furs, 
which  are   the  main  produce  oi  the  country,  are  entirely  prohibited  from  export  save  by 

the  Company,  ib.  2,599-2620 There  is  no  prohibition  against  the  exportation  of  corn 

from  Red  River,  Crofton  3242.  3298,  3299. 

Witness's  ship,  which  is  524  tons  burden,  takes  out  a  general  cargo  to  Fort  York, 
for  the  use  of  the  colony,  and  brings  back  oil  and  skins  ;  witness  has  no  cognizance  of 

the  value  of  the  cargoes,  ^er^/ 4599-4602.  4607-4612.  4619-4623.  4629-4631 All  the 

goods,  which  sometimes  include  presents  for  private  individuals,  are  consigned  to  the 
Company,  ib.  4612-4618. 

Statement  as  to  the  practical  discouragement  by  the  Company  in  the  colony  of  exports 
of  tallow,  hides,  and  tongues;  more  liberal  conduct  hereon  of  the  Company  in  London, 

M'Laughlin  4766.    5001-5007 Probable    amount    of   the    total    exports    from    the 

Hudson's  Bay  territory,  ib.  5000 Much  larger  imports  to  the  territory  from  Enuland 

than  from  America,  ib.  5047-5053 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  instance  of  seizure 

of  goods  inconsequence  of  the  consignee  having  trafficked  in  furs;  goods  thus  consigned 
have  not  been  carried  by  the  Company,  ib.  5054,  5055. 

Abundance  of  animals  in  the  territory  from  which  an  import  trade  to  this  country  in 
hides  and  tallow,  as  from  Russia,  could  be  derived,  Isbister  6088. 

See  also  Duties  on  Imports.         Freights.         Reciprocity  Treaties.         Tallow. 

F. 

Factors.     The    chief  factors  are    ex   officio    members    of  council,   but   the  number   is    of 
necessity  often  made  up  by  chief  traders,  Sir  G.  Simpson  710.  1151,  1152.  1372-1375 

There  are  sixteen  chief  factors,  forming  the  members  of  the  Council,  ib.  983 

The  factors  act  as  magistrates,  ib.  1191-1193. 

Tlie   average   annual   share   of  profit  of  each  chief  factor  has  been  617  Z.   13s.  2d., 
Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5802. 

See  also  Servants  of  the  Company. 

Fisheries.     A  whale  or  seal  fishery  in  Hudson's  Bay  could   not  be  established  with   any 

advantage,  Rae  632-642 Witness   saw   a  good  many   whales  in  Hudson's  Bay  in 

1846-47,  but  only  one  or  two  small  ones  in  1S53-54,  «/•■  640,  641 -- — There  is  a  valuable 

whale  tisliery  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie  River,  Isbister  2580.  2582 Belief  as 

to  the  accessibility  during  the  summer  of  the  whale  fishery  off"  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie, 
ib,  2581.  2584-2591. 

During  the  hist  twenty-two  years  witness,  as  captain  of  one  of  the  Company's  ships, 

has  seen  only  one  whale  in  Hudson's  Bay,  Herd  i^Qji There  are  while  porpoises  in 

the 
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the  bay,  and  these  are  commonly  called  whales,  Herd  4571.  46:^8-4641 Even  if 

there  were  whales  in  the  bay,  fishing  could  not  be  carried  on  on  account  of  tiie  ice,  ib. 

4572-4578 Witness  hus  seen  very  few  seals  in  Hudson's  Bay,  and  does  not  believe 

there  are  any  fisheries  there  of  any  value,  ib.  4579-4584. 

Belief  as  to  whales,  seals,  and  porpoises  abounding  in  the  Polar  Seas,  King  5696, 

g6g^ ^Witness  further  states  that  there  are  very  valuable  fisheries  off  the  mouth  of 

Mackenzie's  River  and  in  other  places  ;  authority  for  his  statement  hereon,  hhister  6076- 

6087 The  lakes  and  rivers  generally  are  stored  with  fish,   ih.  6079 Statement 

showing  that  in  former  years  tiie  Company  imported  from  Hudson's  Bay  a  considerable 
quantity  of  whales'  fins  and  oil,  ib.  6079-6082. 

See  also  Ungava  Baj/.         Vancouver's  Island,  15. 

Titzwilliam,  the  Hon.  Charles  Willinm  Weutworth  {Member  of  the  Committee).     (Analysis 

of  his  Evidence.)— Passed  two  months  in  Vancouver's  Island  in  1853;  2247,  2248 . 

Suitableness  of  the   climate  of  the    island    for   settlement  by  Englishmen,    2249 

Character  of  the  country ;  the  soil  is  generally  productive,  though  in  places  rocky,  and 

the  fir  timber  is  magnificent,  2249.  2256.  2379,  2380 Particulars  relative  to  the  coal 

mines  at  INanimo,  about  eighty  iriiles  to  the  north  of  Fort  Victoria,  on  the  east  coast, 

2250-2252.  2300-2310.  2319-2322.  2340.  2374,  2375 Circumstance  of  the  interior 

of  the  country  not  having  been  explored  or  surveyed,  2253-2255.  2276-2282.  2360, 
2361. 

Excellent  harbours  at  Esquimault  and  other  places.  2257,  2258.  2277.  2299.  2338, 

2339-  2372,  2373 The  fisheries  along  the  coast  are  singularly  produciive,  the  fish  being 

traded  by  the  Indians  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  2259,  2260.  2366-2369 

Very  primitive  state  of  the  Victoria  settlement  when  witness  was  there  in  1853;  par- 
ticulars hereon  as  10  the  extent  of  land  in  cultivation,  the  number  of  settlers,  &c.,  2261- 

2264.  2270-2273.  2295-2298.  2382-2389 Considerable  settlement  going  on  on  the 

American  mainland  opposite  the  island,  2262-2264.  2363-2365. 

Particulars  relative  to  the  Indians  on  the  coast  of  the  island;  their  character,  means  of 

subsistence.  Sec,  2265-2269.  2283-2293.  2314-2318 Productive  land  in  the  Cowichan 

valley,  2268 Causes  of  the  nou-iiicrease  of  settlers  in  the  island  ;  doubt  as  to  any 

encouragement  being  offereil  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  2271-2273.  2323-2329. 

2352-2359 Size  of  the  island,  2294 Victoria  is  the  only  settlement,  2295-2298 

7-Situation  of  Victoiia,  2299 Character  of  the  navigation  from  Victoria  to  Nanimo, 

2311-2313- 

The  white  population  principally  came  from  England,  and  were,  with  one  exception, 
servants  of  the  Puget  Sound  Farming  Company  or  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  2323- 

2326.  2352.  2382-2387 Practice  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  land,  2329 Penalty  in  the 

event  of  persons  being  detected  in  trading  with  the  Indians  in  liquor,  2333-2337 

Cultivable  character  of  the  islands  between  Vancouver's  Island  and  the  main  land,  2341- 
2346 Manner  in  which  the  island  is  governed  and  justice  administered,  2347-2351. 

The  Puiret  Sound  Company,  which  cultivates  a  considerable  quantity  of  land,  is  com- 
posed of  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  2352-2355 Settlers  in  the  island 

would  most  probably  come  from  the  sea  rather  than  the  mainland,  2362 Mention  of 

Mr.  Cooper  as  the  only  independent  settler  and  trader  in  the  island  when  witness  was 

there,  2369-2371.  2382.  2386,2387 Wheat,  oats,  barley,  and  potatoes  were  easily 

raised  in  the  island,  2376-2381. 

Witness  delivers  in  a  letter  received  by  him  from  Mr.  Cooper  in  1853,  complaining 

that  .Vlr.  Douglas,  the  governor  of  the  island,  had  forced  two  men  to  join  an  exploring 

expedition,  notwithstanding  that  they  were  engaged  to  perform  certain  urgent  work  for 

him  (Mr.  Cooper),  2390. 

Floods.     Occasional  flooding  of  the  land  at  Red  River,'  and  at  various  other  parts  of  the 

territory,  Sir  G.  Simpson  804, 805. 875-87S.  942-957- 1959-1977 The  last  great  flood 

was  in  1851,  ib.  957 Reason  for  no  attempt  having  been  made  to  improve  the  banks 

of  the  river,  so  as  to  prevent  floods,  ib.  1978-1980. 

Floods  are  of  rare  occurrence,  Corbett  2734-2736 — —Witness  has  seen  the  whole 
country   almost  under  water  for  many  miles  on  each  side  of  the   Saskatchewan,  Sir 

J.  Richardson,  2901.  2912 Advantage  if  the  occasional  floods  could  be  prevented  by 

removing  the  obstructions  and  improving  the  outfalls,  Caldwell  5624-5630. 

Food.     Before  the  Red  River  settlement  was  founded,  animal  food  and  fish  foimed  the 
main  diet  in  the  interior,  and  corn  was  imported  through  Hudson's  Bay  for  the  use  of 

the  Company's  establishments  on  the  coast.  Sir  G.  Simpson  963-968 Inability  of  the 

Company  to  support  the  Indians  in  the  interior  and  in  the  northern  districts  in  times 

of  scarcity  ;  food  of  the  country  adverted  to  hereon,  ib.  1849-1859 The  food  of  the 

prairie  Indians  is  principally  buffalo,  and  of  tiie  ihickwood  and  more  northern  Indians, 
fish  and  rabbits,  iJ.  1849.  1851-1854.  1858. 
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Reference  to  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  to  witness,  dated  September  1855,  with 
regard  to  the  unceitaiiity  of  the  arrival  of  necessary  supplies  for  the  settlers  and  Indians, 

Corbett  2747-2750 Fixed  tariff  of  charges  on  some  of,  but  not  all,  the  articles  of  food 

supplied  by  the  Company,  ib.  2751-2754.  2771,  2772. 

At  Fort  Franklin  and  other  places  witness  has  necessarily  lived  for  several  months  on 
fish,  and  frequently  passed  two  or  three  days  without  any  food  at  all.  Sir  J.  Richardson 

2946-2955 Facility  in  supporting  the  troops  at  Red  River,  Cro/ifoi  3398-3401 

Manner  in  which  the  several  expeditions  of  witness  in  the  Company's  territories  were 
supplied  with  food;  great  assistance  afl'orde;!  hereon  by  the  Huflson's  Bay  Company, 
Sir  George  Back  3457.  349a,  3493.  3527-3529 — ' — At  James's  Bay  and  other  places 
animals  are  more  scarce  than  formerly,  and  living  is  someiimes  very  precarious,  Right 
Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4326-4334. 

See  also  Buffaloes.         Fisheries.         Indians,  2.         Pemmican. 

Foss  V.  Pelly.  P;irticulars  relative  to  the  case  of  Foss  v.  Pelly,  as  tried  in  Assiniboia  when 
witness  was  governor:  interference  of  Mr.  Adam  Thorn  therein ;  grounds  for  the  con- 
clusion   that    substantial  justice    was    not   done,    Caldwell  5442-5516 There  were 

altogether  four  defendants,  and  the  damages  were  laid  at  300  Z.;  eventually  the  only 
defendants  on  the  trial  were  Felly  and  his  wile,  and  the  damages  were  laid  at  200  L,  ib. 

5443 T"he  injustice  consisted  in  the  fact  of  Mr.  Thorn  having  interfered  in  the  case 

both  as  advocate  and  judge,  though  he  had  been  pieviously  consulted  about  it,  ib.  5444- 

•5455'  5460.  5496 The  case  was  tried  by  jury ;  how  composed,  ib.  5445,  5446.  5498, 

5499 The  action  was  for  defamatory  conspiracy,    ib.  5462-5468.  5473,  5474 

Captain  Foss  as  well  as  Mr.  Pelly  was  in  the  pay  of  the  Company,  26.  5463-5467.  5475- 

5483 Reason  why  witness  did  not  act  as  bond Jide  judge  in  the  case,  notwithstanding 

Mr.  Thorn's  presence,  ib.  5484-5496.  5500-5502. 

Fraser  River.     There  is  a  considerable  space  of  level  and  cultivable  land  to  the  eastward 

of  Fort  Langton,at  the  mouth  of  Fraser  River,  Sir  G.  Simpson  558-564.  928-941 

The  mouth  of  the  river  is  obstructed  by  a  bar,  ib.  865-867 Exclusive  right  of  the 

Company  to  the  fisheries  in   Fraser's  River,  Cooper  3590.  3740,  3741.  3880-3884 

Fitness  of  part  of  Eraser's  River  district  (or  cultivation,  ib.  3906-3913 The  country 

about  Fra'^er's  River  on  the  mainland  was  spoken  of  to  witness  as  extiemely  fertile, 
Blanshard 51^2,  ^11^. 

Free  Grants  of  Land.     If  free  grants  of  land  were  made  the  territory  would  soon  be  settled 
from  Saulte  St.  ]\Iary  to  Red  River,  M'Laughlin  5013. See  also  Pensioners. 

Freights.     Respects  in  which  the  Company  refuse  to  become  freighters  of  imports  for  other 
parties  to  York  or  Moose  River,  Sec,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1067-1069.  1073-1081.  1235-1238. 

1318 Cost  per  ton  of  the  freight  on  goods  passing  to  Red  River  respectively  through 

the  Company's    territory  and  through   the  States,  ^ib.    1302-1308 Circumstance  of 

witness  having  often  suggested  to  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  M'Dermot,  and  others  at  Red  River, 
the  propriety  of  chartering  a  vessel  for  themselves  for  the  export  of  tallow  and  other  pro- 
duce, ib.  1496-1501 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  regulaiions  for  licensing  !-ettlers  to 

freight  goods  between  Red  River  and  York  Factory,  &c. ;  documents  dated  July  1845, 
and  purporting  to  be  signed  by  Alexander  Cliristie,  factor  of  the  Company,  adverted  to 
hereon,  ib.  2018,  2019. 

Difficulties  of  the  Vancouver's  Island  colonists  through  want  of  freightage  for  their 
exports,  Cooper  3885-3895. 

No  application  has  ever  been  made  to  witness  by  merchants  at  York  Fort  to  put  cargo 

for  them  on  board.  Herd  4625-4628 Private  merchant  vessels  never  call  at  York  for 

trading  purposes,  ib.  4647,  4648. 

Particulars  relative  to  the  proceedings  consequent  upon  a  demand  for  over-freight  from 
the  Company  by  Messrs.  M'Dermot  and  Sinclair  of  Red  River ;  the  governor  decided 
that  I  he  case  could  not  be  tried  in  the  colony  ;  witness,  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  M'Dermot 
and  Smclair,  then  endeavoured  to  have  it  settled  before  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
Canada,  or  ihe  Board  of  Trade  in  London,  but  without  effect,  and  eventuailv  it  was  settled 

by  the  Company  paying  a  portion  of  the  amount  demanded,  M'Laughlin  4808-4823 

Reference  to  an  action  brought  by  the  Company  against  witness  in  consequence  of  some 
raiher  indiscreet  expressions  used  by  him,  arising  out  of  the  case  of  the  over-freisht;  it 

was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,   and    dismissed   by  the  judge,  ib.  4823-4845 Witness 

subsequently  took  some  steps  against  the  Company  for  false  imprisonment,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  his  father  from  going  on  with  the  matter,  ib.  4846-4852 Circumstance  of 

witness  having  been  intrusted  by  the  Company  with  the  procuring  of  certain  supplies  at 
Red  River,  subsequently  to  the  demand  for  over-freight,  and  the  trial  at  the  Old  Bailev 
?J.  4853.  4913-4919. 

Witness  states  that  four  or  five  years  elapsed  before  the  matter  of  the  over-freio-ht  was 
settled;  but  subsequently  admits,  on  seeing  a  receipt  in  full  from  Mr.  M'Dermot,  dated 

1846, 
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1846,  that  he  may  be  inaccurate  in  regard  to  the  date  of  settlement,  M'LaugUin  4854- 
4881. 

Reference  to  a  copy  of  a  hcence  to  freight  goods  from  the  Red  River  to  York  Factory, 
dated  agth  July  1845,  M'Laugklin  4888-4894. 

Difficulty  as  reuaids  freight  to  Vancouvt-r's  Island,  which  prevented  witness  from 
obtaining  supphes  from  England,  £Zan*Aard  51 78,  5179. 
See  also  Sinclair,  James. 

Fuel.    Want  of  fuel  in  different  parts  of  the  Company's  territories  adverted  to  as  an  obstacle 

to  settlement.  Sir  G.  Simpson  971-979.  1428-1430 Great  defii-iency  of  fuel  at  Red 

River,  Bight  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5847 Also  on  the  Saskatchewan,  ib. 

Fur  Trade: 

1.  Conduct  of  the  Trade  before  the  Union  of  the  Canadian  and  Hudson's  Bay 

Companies ;  disastrous  Competition  which  prevailed. 

2.  Union  of  the  Companies,  and  Benefits  consequent  thereon. 

3.  Licence  to  Trade  as  granted  in  1838,  and  previously . 

4.  Question  as  to  the  Legality  of  an  exclusive  Licence. 

5.  System  of  Traffic  with  the  Indians ;  Prices  given  for  Furs. 

6.  Council  of  Factors. 

7.  Trading  Posts. 

8.  Steps  taken  to  prevent  Competition  or  private  Trading. 

9.  Extent  of  private  Trading  carried  on. 

10.  More  valuable  and  extensive  Trade  in  the  more  remote  Districts. 

11.  Fur-bearing  Animals ;  whether  on  the  Decrease  or  Increase. 

12.  United  States. 

13.  Evidence  in  favour  of  Competition  in  the  Trade. 

14.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Continuance  of  Monopoly. 

15.  Probable  Monopoly,  even  if  the  Trade  be  thrown  open. 

16.  Vancouver's  Island. 

1.  Conduct  of  the   Trade  before  the  Union  of  the  Canadian  and  Hudson's  Bay 

Companies ;  disastrous  Competition  which  prevailed  : 

Witness  went  to  Canada  in  1 803,  and  was  then  first  connected  with  the  North  American 

fur  trade,  Right  Hon.   E.  Ellice  5775 At  that  period  all  the  leading  commercial 

community  of  Canada  was  engaged  in  the  trade,  ib.  5775.  5883-5886 The  trade  was 

then  carried  on  in  countries  that  are  now  civilized  regions,  ib.  5775. 

Very  injurious  and  disastrous  competition,  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  century, 
between  the  Canadian  companies  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice 

577^>  6779'  bl^Z)  57^4 More  aciive  compeiition  on  the  part  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 

Company,  after  Lord  Selkirk  joined  it  in  181 1,  ib.  5779-5783 [n  1816  the  Canadian 

Government  appointed  Mr.  Coltman  as  Commissioner  to  inquire  into  the  disorders  in  the 
conduct  of  the  fur  trade,  and  he  reported  in  favour  of  an   union  of  the  interests  pf  the 

competing  companies,  ib.  5783,  5784 Some  sixteen  or  eighteen  people  were  killed  or 

wounded  in  an  affray  between  the  rival  companies,  ib.  5783. 

2.  Union  of  the  Companies,  and  Benefits  consequent  thereon  .- 

In  1819  or  1820  Lord  Bathurst,  then  Secretary  of  Stale  for  the  Colonies,  consulted 
witness  as  to  the  possibility  of  an  union  of  the  companies,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5784 

After  a  very  difficult  negotiation,  witness  succeeded  in  uniting  the  interests  of  the 

various  companies,  und  persuading  them  to  agree  to  carry  on  trade  under  the  charter  of 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  ib.- On  the  union  of  the  companies,  the  Hudson's  Bay 

Company  became  more  a  Canadian  than  an  English  company,  ib.  5784.  5881,  5882 

Immediate  restoration  of  peace  and  order  by  the  union  of  the  companies,  ib.  5790.  5803- 

5805 Great  benefit  of  the  union  of  the  competing  companies  to  the  natives,  ib.  5803- 

5808. 

3.  Licence  I0  Trade  as  granted  in  1838,  and  previously : 

Reference  to  Parliamentary  Papers  in  which  the  hcence  to  trade,  which  the  Company 
received  from  Government  in  1821  and  1838,  may  be  found,  Maynarrf  4443,  4444. 

Crown  grant  to  the  Company,  dated  30  May  1838,  of  the  exclusive  trade  with  the 
Indians  in  certain  parts  of  North  America  for  a  further  ttrm  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
upon  the  surrender  of  a  former  grant,  App.p.  414-416. 

Copies  or  extracts  of  the  correspondence  which  took  place  at  the  last  renewal  of  the 
charter  between  the  Government  and  the  Company,  together  with  the  dates  of  all  former 
charters  or  grants  to  the  Company,  App.  p.  417-434. 

Copy  of  the  grant  made  to  ihe  Company  in  1821,  App.p.  425-427. 

Information  supplied  by  the  governor  of  the  Company  in  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  dated  7  February  1838,  relative  to  tiie  claim  for 
a  renewal  of  the  grant,  App.  p.  427-430. 
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4.   Question  as  to  the  Legality  of  an  exclusive  Licence  .- 

Grounds  for  the  conclusion  that  the  Company  have  not  in  law  an  exclusive  licence  to 

trade,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  41.10-4117.  4125 -Tlie  question  of  monopoly  of  trade,  as 

well  as  of  possession  of  land,  should  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council,  ib,  4116. 

Witness  denies  that  he  was  ivaifickino;  illegally  when,  as  a  British  subject  in  a  British 
colony,  he  traded  in  furs,  M'Laughlin  5060-5062. 

Statement  by  Mr.  MacDonell  before  the  Select  Committee  in  Canada,  relative  to  the 
rights  of  the  Company  under  their  charter,  and  in  contravention  of  the  title  claimed, 

A'pp.  p.  386 Similar  statement  by  Mr.  Dawson  before  the  same  committee,  ib.  394- 

399- 

5-  System  of  Traffic  with  the  Indians;  Prices  given  for  Furs  : 

Fairness  of  the  system  pursued    by  the  Company   in   their  traffic  with   the  Indians, 

Rae  375 Higher  payment  given  for  the  less  valuable  furs,  such  as  the  ruusk-rat,  in 

order  to  prevent  the  finer  and  more  valuable  animals  being  killed  off,  iJ.  376.  502.  559, 

560 Supply  of  the  goods  to  tlie  Indians  on  credit,  ib.  408 Particulars  as  to  the 

prices  put  upon  goods,  with  reference  to  their  prime  cost,  which  are  bartered  with  the 
Indians  in  exchange  for  beaver  skins;  examination  hereon  to  the  effect  that  by  the 
Company's  tariff  a  fair  value  is  placed  upon  the  furs,  ib.  408-413.  471-511.  520-560. 

The  prices  of  the  several  kinds  of  beaver  skins  are  well  known  to  the  Indians,  who  are 

very  shrewd  in  their  dealings,  Rae  485-499.  527.  568-572 Modification  of  the  tariff, 

some  vears  ago,  in  favour  of  the  Indians,  ib.  499,  500.  520-543 Tlie  Indians  probably 

pay,  indirectly,  more  than  200  per  cent,  in  beaver  skins  over  and  above  the  first  value  of 

the  goods,  ib.  503-51 1 Process  at  the  Company's  forts  in  regard  to  the  exchange  of 

iurs  for  goods,  ib.  539,  540 Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  skins  of  different  kinds 

which  would  be  required  for  a  gun,  ib.  540-548 Much  higher  price  given  for  furs  in 

the  Mackenzie  River  than  in  other  places,  ib.  549.  553.  557. 

Payment  for  the  furs  by  barter,  according  to  a  tariff,  varied  from  time  to  time.  Sir 

G.  Simpson   1008 'Further  statement  as  to  the  tariff  for  barter  with  the  Indians; 

variations  in  it  are  settled  by  the  coimcil,  ib.  1264-1268 In  Canada  and  the  American 

frontier  furs  are  mainly  paid  for  in  money,  and  in  the  interior  it  is  a  barter  trade,  ib.  1536. 

1617-1620 Tliere  are  different  tariffs  for  different  places,  ib.  1536.  1616-1619 

Inferior  skin?,  such  as  musk-rat  skins,  are  constantly  taken  in  return  for  a  gun,  ib.  1528— 
1535- 

Inadequate  value  now  received  by  the  Indians  for  skins,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4191 ; 

M'Laughlin   5058,   5059.   5066-5068 Much   larger    price  given  for  skins   by  the 

American  companies  than  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company;  documents  hereon  relative  to 
a  contract  made  by  witness  for  supplying  the  American  Fur  Company,  M'Laughlin  5059. 
5062-5065 Witness  has  given  more  than  lOO  per  cent,  more  for  furs  than  the  Com- 
pany gave,  ib.  5059 Dissatisfaction  of  both  Indians  and  half-breeds,  in  consequence 

of  the  much  lower  prices  paid  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  than  the  American  com- 
panies, ib.  5069-5071. 

Witness  knows  nothing  of  the  Company's  fur  tariff,  but  believes  that  on  account  of 
the  competition  at  Pembina  fair  prices  were  given,  Caldwell  5608-5611. 

Objection  to  making  public  the  tariff  prices  given  to  the  Indians,  Right  Hon.  JE. 
Ellice  6027. 

6.  Council  of  Factors  : 

Conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  trade  by  a  council  of  chief  factors,  which  meets  generally 
at  lied  River,  Might  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5793,  5794. 

7.  Trading  Posts: 

Considerable  distance  generally  of  the  fur-trading  posts  from  Red  River,  Caldjoell 
.5369-537 1- 

List  of  the  several  trading  posts  or  forts  of  the  Company  in  1856,  App,  p.  365-367. 

8.  Steps  taken  to  prevent  Competition  or  private  Trading  : 

Unwillingness  of  the  Company  to  oppose  by  violence  any  persons  coming  from  the 
United  States  and  trading  with  the  Indians,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1757-1761. 

Instance  of  the  punishment  of  a  soldier  for  having  bartered  tobacco  with  an  Indian  for 
some  fur,  Crofton  3224-3230. 

Nature  of  the  steps  taken  by  the  Company,  in  order  to  prevent  traffic  in  furs  between 

tlie  Indians  and  the  settlers,  M'Laughlin  4735  et  seq. Persecution  on  the  part  of  the 

Company,  in  several  of  the  prohibitory  measuies  adopted  by  them  previously  to  1849, 
with  reference  to  the  fur  trade,  ib.  4739-4750.  4762-4766 Stoppage  of  the  Com- 
pany's supplies  to  the  Indians,  in  the  event  of  their  trafficking  with  the  settlers,  ib.  4740. 

4749-4754 Instances  of  Indians  having  been  imprisoned,  or  their  furs  impounded,  for 

trafficking 
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8.  Steps  taken  to  prevent  Competition  or  private  Trading — continued. 

trafficking  with  the  settlers,  M'Laughlin  4743-4747 Prevention  by  the  Company  of 

traffic  bfctween  the  Indians  themselves,  ib,  4756 Instance  of  the  Company  having 

endeavoured,  through  a  missionary,  to  induce  the  Indians  not  to  wear  furs,  ib.  4756-4761 
General  character  of  the  persecution  on  the  part  of  the  Company,  in  1844  and  1845, 
ib.  4762-4766. 

As  regards  the  prohibition  of  the  fur  trade,  witness  refers  to  several  documents  in  cor- 
roboration of  his  evidence  on  the  subject,  M'Laughlin  4766  et  sea. — Reference  to  an 
unsigned  proclamation,  dated  Fort  Garry,  7lh  December  1844,  with  a  view  to  the  pre- 
vention of  traffic  in  furs,  ib,  4786-4791 The  proclamaiions  issued  in  the  colony  in 

December  1844,  were  acted  upon  for  some  years,  ib.  4788-4791. 

Explanation  relative  to  Minutes  of  Council,  dated  3d  April  1845,  laying  down  certain 
rules  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  law  at  Red  River  upon  all  questions  of 
revenue  or  prohibition  of  licence;  the  members  of  this  Council  were  all  more  or  less 

connected  with  the  Company,  ilf'XaMg/i/in  4796-4808 Extract  from  a  proclamation 

by  Mr.  Christie,  witii  reference  to  further  measures  for  suppressing  illicit  trade  in  furs, 
ib.  4902. 

Extract  from  minutes  of  meeting  of  Council  at  Red  River,  dated  10th  July  1845, 
imposing  certain  restrictions  upon  settlers  dealing  in  furs,  App.  p.  373. 

9.  Extent  of  private  Trading  carried  on  : 

Statement  as  lo  there  beins;  already  a  considerable  private  trade  in  furs  between  the 
Red  River  and  the  United  Stales,  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of  the  Company  to 

monopolise  the  trade,  Isbister  2451-2458 Since  1849  the  illicit  trade  has  been  on  the 

increase  at  Red  River,  Caldwell  5611-5614. 

10.  More  valuable  and  extensive  Trade  in  the  more  remote  Districts  : 

More  abundant  and  more  valuable  supply  of  skins  from  the  districts  most  remote  and 

most   northern,    ib.    5811-5818.    5941-5949.    6024 Decrease   in   the   trade    in   the 

southern  portion  of  the  territory,  owing  to  the  competition  from  the  American  frontier. 

Bight  Hon  E.  Ellice  5820.  5826 Belief  tliat  the  Company  are  losing  rather  than 

gaining  money  by  the  trade  in  the  southern  districts,  where  competition  arises,  ib.  5820 

Part  of  the  territory  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  is  very  productive  of  good  furs, 

ib.  5849 The  posts  of  the  Company  in  the  northern  part  of  Canada  are  very  valuable, 

ib.  6025,  6026. 

11.  Fur-bearing  Animals,  whether  on  the  Decrease  or  Increase  : 

The  fur-bearing  animals  have  increased  under  the  Company's  sway.    Sir  G.  Simpson 

1704,  1705 Destruction  of  fur-bearing  animals  by  half-breeds  and  white  trappers, 

rather  than  by  Indian  hunters,  Hon  W.  H.  Draper  2205 About  the  Athabasca  Fort 

the  beavers,  which  formerly  were  to  be  found   in  great  numbers,  had  disappeared  when 

witness  was  there  some  yeaVs  ago,  King  5678-5682.  5689,  5690 Great  diminution  in 

the  supply  of  peltry  in  British  North  America,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5810-5812 In 

the  remote  districts,  and  where  the  Indians  are  under  control,  the  fur-bearing  animals  are 
on  the  increase,  owing  to  the  regulations  of  the  Company,  ib.  581 1-5816. 

12.  United  Stales: 

The  American  fur  companies  sell  inferior  goods  to  the  Indians  nearly  at  the  same  price 

as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Rae  695 There  is  now  no  American  fur  company  in 

the  United  States,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1659-1665 Any  American  can  engage  in  trade  in 

an  American  colony  under  licence  from  the  Government  commissioners,   M'Laughlin 

5072-5076 Statement  as  to  the  great  decline  of  the  fur  trade  in  the  United  States  ; 

comoaratively  small  amount  of  furs  exported  thence  to  England,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice 

5809.  6020-6024 The  furs  found  in  the  United  States  are  inferior  to  those  procured 

in  the  more  northern  and  colder  districts,  ib.  5945-5949- 

13.  Evidence  in  favour  of  Competition  in  the  Trade : 

Expediency  of  abolishing  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in 
regard  to  land  and  trade 'in  the  Red  River  Settlement,  &c.,    Kernaghan  2131-2134. 

2'45- 

Considerations  as  to  the  expediency  or  otherwise  of  throwing  open  the  fur  trade  and 
allowing  Canada  to  participate  in  it ;  witness  denies  the  force  of  several  objections  to  the 
trade  being  opened,  but  has  not  formed  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject  as  regards  the 

effect  upon  the  Indians,  Isbister  2409-2435.  2453 Witness  does  not  believe  that 

opening  the  trade  would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  fur-bearing  animals,  ii.  24 15-- — 
Under  any  circumstances  the  fur  trade  must,  in  course  of  time,  be  open  to  competition, 
ib.  2450-2452. 

Competition  in  the  fur  trade  is  a  source  of  agitation  with  many  people  in  Canada, 

Hon  W.  H.  Draper  4087,  4088 Object  of  many  persons,  whose  apparent  desire  is 

settlement,  really  to  interfere  in  the  fur  trade,  ib.  4180-4182 Feeling  in  Canada  that 
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13.  Evidence  in  favour  of  Competition  in  the  Trade — continued, 

the  rights  of  the  Company  should   be  abolished,  and  the  trade  with   the  Indians  tiirown 

open,  Roche  4509-4511 Anti<.i|)ated  individual  trade  in  furs  if  the  trade  were  thrown 

open,  M'Laughlin  4931-4933. 

Statements  by  Mr.  iVl'Dontli  and  IMr.  Dawson  before  the  Select  Committee  in 
Canada,  in  strong  opposition  to  the  monopoly  exercised  by  the  Company,  App.  p.  386- 
390-  394-398- 

Petition  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  tlie  city  of  Toronto  to  the  Legislative  Council, 
presented  20th  April  1857,  wiih  reference  10  the  exclusive  rights  exercised  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  App.  p.  435. 

14.  Evidence  in  favour  of  the  Continuance  of  Monopoly : 

It  is  essential  that  the  tiade  should   be  a  monopoly,   Rae  378-384.  414-416 An 

opposition  fur  trade  would  re>ult  in  the  introduction  of  spirits  among  the  Indians,  to  their 

great  injury,  and  the  exhaustion  of  the  trade,  ib.  379-3S4.  414 Evil  anticipated   from 

an  opposition  fur  trade  on  the  Company's  terrtiories.  Sir  G.  Simpson  164,5-1648 The 

export  of  furs  has  largely  increased,  an'i   ilie  trade  is  now  the  largest  and  mo>t  valuable 

in  the  world,  ib.  1706-1708 The  trade  may  be  kept  close<l  until  settlement  advances 

nearer.  Sir  J.  Richardson  ^i  Qi Competition  on  the   frontier  between   the  American 

and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Companies,  ib.  3135. 

Importance,  for  several  reasons,  oF  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  s;ill  monopolising 
the  fur  trade  for  some  time  at  least,  within  the   northern  limit  proposed  to  be  reserved 

to  them,   Hon.   W.   H.  Draper  4084-4086.    4189,    4190.    4206-4209 Twofold   evil 

consequent   upon    competition    in    the    trade,    ib.    4086 Pending    the'  question    of 

settlement  by  Canada,  the  Company  should,  as  at  present,  monopolise  the  trade,  ib. 
4206-4209. 

Where  the  monopoly  of  the  Company  is  not  a  necessity  witness  has  nothing  to  say 

in  its   favour.    Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice   5850.   5860-5864.    5867.   5906,  5907.    5933 

Destruction  of  the  fur  trade  in  the  north-west  territories  if  competition  were  allowed,  ib. 

5937 Disappearance  of  the  trade  before  the  march  of  civilisation,  ib.  5938-5944 

In  the  time  of  the  North-west  Company  competition  there  was  a  loss  to  all  parties,  ib. 

6019.  6056 No  greater  objection  exists   now  than    in   the  time  of   the   North-west 

Company  to  a  competition  in  the  trade,  but  the  competition  then  was  grievous  enough, 
ib.  605(1-6058. 

Extract,  dated  10th  August  1 748,  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  inquire 
into  ihe  state  and  condition  of  tlie  couniries  adjoining  to  Hudson's  Bay,  and  of  the  trade 

carried   on   there,  App.  p.  359-361 -Consideration  iu  this  report  of  the  petition  of 

certain  parties  engaged  in  trying  to  discover  the  north-west  passage,  who  take  exception 
to  the  charter  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  as  void  in  its  original  creation,  or  forfeited 
by  the  Company's  conduct  under  it,  and  request  the  grant  of  a  charter  for  themselves  to 

apply  to  ihe  more  northern  district,  ib. Recommendations  in  the  reporr  that  a  charter 

be  not  granted  to  the  petitioners,  as  Ukely  to  interfere  injuriously  with  the  fur  trade  by 
creating  competition,  ib.  360,  361. 

As  reicards  those  extensive  regions  in  which  for  the  present,  at  least,  there  can  be  no 
prospect  of  peimanent  settlement,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  Company  should 

continue  to   enjoy  the  privilege   of  exclusive   trade.   Rep.  p.    iv Probability  of  the 

indiscriminate  destruction  of  the  more  valuable  fur-bearing  animals,  if  competition  in  trade 
be  allowed,  ib. 

15,  Probable  Monopoly  even  if  the  Trade  be  thrown  oj)en: 

Competitions   in    the    fur  trade  would    not    probably    be    very    successful    at   first, 

Hon.   W.  H.  Draper  4187 If  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  competing    companies 

would  in  time  most   probably  unite,   ib.    4190 Belief  that  whether  the  licence  be 

re-granted  or  not,  the  Company  will  continue  to  monopolise  the  trade.  Right  Hon.  E. 
Ellice  6018. 

16.  Vancouver's  Island : 

Few    furs    procuied    from    Vancouver's    Island,    Cooper   3816.    3973,    3974 The 

Hudson's  Bay  Company  might    have  the  right  of    exclusive  trade  compatibly  with  a 

government  of  the  island  by  the  Crown,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5863-5865. 

See  also  American  Fur  Company.         Ammunition.         Canada,  2.  4.         Colonisation 

and    Settlement,    3.  Compensation.  Duties    on    Imports.  Indians,    7. 

Licence   to    Trade.  North    West    Company.  Red    River    Settlement,    B. 

Russia.         ISpirituous  Liquors.         Trading  Supplies. 


Geological  Formation.     A  large  proportion  of  the  region  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  is 
primitive    in    geological    iormation,   and    is    almost   entirely    denuded    of   soil,   Lefroy 

167. 
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167.   202-208.  213.  243-245 Geological  formation   of  Lower  Canada  adverted  to, 

Lej'roy  207,  208 The  limestone  in  the  prairie  territory  contains  a  large  quantity  of 

magnesia,  and  is  not  fertile,  Sir  J.  Richardson  2903 Abundance  of  limestone  in  the 

tract  of  territory  by  ihe  Athlabasca  Lake,  King  5658,  5659. 

Witness  lias  written  a  geological  memoir  upon  the  country,  which  has  been  published 
by  the  Geological  Society,  and  also  a  geographical  memoir,  Isbister  6074,  6075. 

Geological  Survey.  There  has  been  no  geological  survey  of  the  territory ;  advantage  o' 
such  survey  with  a  view  to  the  discovery  of  minerals,  Sir  J.  Richardson  3OQ2,  3108, 
3109- 

Gladman,  George.  Statement  furnished  to  the  Select  Committee  in  Canada  by  Mr.  George 
Gladman,  who  had  been  in  the  Company's  service  tor  many  years,  relative  to  the  soil 
and  climate  of  different  portions  of  the  leiritory,  and  their  fitness  for  settlement,  App.  p. 
390-394- 

Gladstone,  Right  Hon.  Mr.  Resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  and  negatived  on 
division  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Chairman,  JRep.  p.  xiv. 

Gold.     Statement  as  to  gold  having  been  found  near  Fort  Colville  and  Thompson's  River' 

Cooper  "^QX^,  3915.  3947-3965 Grounds  for  concluding  that  gold  may  be  found  in  a 

great  part  of  V;mcouver's  Island,  Right  Hon.  E.  EUice  5882. 

Government  by  the  Company: 

1.  Particulars  as  to  the  Local  Administration. 

2.  Remarks  in  Approval  or  Disapproval. 

1.  Particulars  as  to  the  Local  Administration  : 

Witness  has  been   governor  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territories  for  the  last  thirty-seven 

years;  nature  of  his  authority.   Sir  G.  Simpson  702-706.  712,  713 Has  resided  for 

several  vears  at  tlie  Red   River  Settlement,  as   well   as  in   Oregon,  in  Athabasca,   and 

Canada",  ib.  707 Theie  is  a  separate  seat  of  Council  for   the  nortliern  and  southern 

departments,  ib.  708 Authority  of  the  Council,  ib.  7H-713 In  the  absence  of  the 

Council,  witness's  authority  is   supreme,  ib.  713 Witness  has  travelled  through  the 

greater  part  of  the  Company's  territories;  he  has  crossed  the  Rocky  Mountains  at  three 
different  points,  ib.  714,  715. 

Extent  to   which  the  transactions  of  the   Council  are  kept   secret  from  the  public. 

Sir  G.  Simpson  1125-1145.  1182 In  the  district  of  Assiniboia,  which  includes  the 

Red  Kiver  Settlement,  the  recorder,   Mr.  James  Johnson,  is  the  governor  of  the  district, 

and  exercises  executive  as  well  as  judicial  power,  ib.  1153-1156.   1364,  1365.  1368 

The  Governor  and  Council  have  no  legislative  powers,  save  as  regards  ihe  making  of 
laws  or  regulations  for  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  ib.  1159,  1160.  1168-1176 

The  Council  assembles  at  Norway  House  some  time  in  June,  seven  factors   out  of 

the  entire  number  of  sixteen  forming  a  quorum,  1177-1181 Constitution  and  mode 

of  appointment  of  the  Council  in  the  Assiniboia  district,  ib.  1183-1188.  1363-1371. 

Any  new  regulations  affecting  the  Red  River  Settlement  are  published,  but  it  is  not 

considered  necessaiy  to   publish  old  ordinances.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1292-1298 In  ttie 

government  of  Red  River,  there  is  not  necessarily  any  reference  to  Norway  House,  ib. 

1355-1357 The  Assiiriboia  district  forms  a  circuit  of  fifty  milesfrom  the  forks  of  the 

Red  and  Assiniboine  Rivers,  but  criminals  are  sent  thither  from  distant  parts  of  the 
territory,  ib.  1362.  1384-1387 Witness's  appointment  is  by  the  Governor  and  Com- 
mittee at  home,  and  is  revokable  at  any  time,  ib.  1376-1381 Witness  has  no  head- 
quarters, ib.  138a,  1383 The  governor  of  Assiniboia  is  resident,  ib.  1383. 

Circumstance  of  there  having  formerly  been  two  governors  in  the  territory.  Governor 

Williams  and  Governor  Simpson,    Sir  J.  Richardson  3029-3032 Way  in  which  the 

Legislative  Council  at  Red  River  was  composed  and  elected  when  witness  was  there, 
CaWweZ/ 5415-5422. 

Passages  in  the  charter  or  grant  by  Charles  the  Second,  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Company,  and  the  admimstratitm  of  justice,  App.  p.  413,  414. 

2.  Remarks  in  Approval  or  Disapproval : 

Witness  considers  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  calamity  if  the  control  of  the  Company 

were  altogeiher  to  cease,  Boss   10-^ Constant  peace  within  the  territory  through  the 

operations  of  the  Company,  ib. Constant  war  between  the  nativeatof  the  American 

territory  on  the  one  side  and  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  other,  i&.  10.  140,  141. 

There  has  been  constant  peace  in  the  territory  between  the  Whites  and  the  Indians 
since  witness  has  been  governor,  whereas  on  the  American  frontier  a  continual  war  has 

been  going  on,   Sir  G.  Simpson  1012-1017 The  Company  have  gone  on  in  perfect 

harmony  with  the  Canadians  and  the  Canadian  Government,  ib,  680. 

0.24— Sess.  2.  3  E  4  Opinion 
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Government  by  the  Co-WP^ ivr— continued. 

2.  Remarks  in  Approval  or  Disapproval — continued. 

Opinion  that  the  system  of  management  adopted  by  the  Company  is  unfavourable  to 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  the  progress  of  the  civilisation  of 

the  inhabitants,  Isbister  2406,  2407 As  regards  the  more  peaceful  conduct  of  the 

Indians  in  the  Company's  lerritories  than  of  those  in  the  United  States,  the  same  is  in  no 
way  attributable  to  the  sway  or  influence  of  the  Company,  ih,  24I 8-2427, 

Power  of  the  Company  still  to  preserve  their  authority  in  the  country,  provided  the  fur 
trade  is  not  thrown  open.  Sir  J.  Richardson  31 28-3 1 30 Witness  considers  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Red  River  colony  to  be  a  patriiirchal  government,  Crofton  31 80 Approval, 

on  the  whole,  of  the  government  by  the  Company,  ib.  3332-3335. 

Distinction   between   the  rule   of  ihe -Company  as  in    London    and    in    the    colony, 

M'Laughlin  4789.  5001 Proclamations   form   the  only  means   whereby  the    settlers 

know  the  regulations  of  the  Company,  ib.  4966-4968. 

Statement  by  the  governor  of  the  Company  as  to  the  inexpediency  of  further  legislative 
measures  for  the  government  and  administration  of  the  territory,  and  as  to  their  objection 
to  undertake  a  divided  administration,  App.  p.  406. 

Statement  by  the  governor  of  the  Company  as  to  the  success  of  their  administration 
hitherto;  approbation  has  been  expressed  hereon  by  every  succeeding  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  for  the  last  thirty-seven  years,  App.  p.  406. 

See  also  Administration  of  Justice.  Canada.  Red  River  Settlement.         Van- 

couver's Island. 

Grand  Rapids  District.  Statement  as  to  Sir  G.  Simpson  having  endeavoured  to  intimidate 
Archdeacon  Cochrane  and  others  from  building  the  church  at  the  Grand  Rapids  Distiict, 
Corbett  2704-2709. 

Grand  Trunk  Railway  of  Canada.     Witness   is    at  the    head    of  the    Trunk    Railway   at 

Canada,  Ross  8 An  extension  of  the  Trunk   Rhilviay  to  the  Red  River  should  pass 

through  the  valley  to  the  north  of  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  where  the  land  is  very 

suitable  for  a  settlement,  ih.  40-46.  142.  145,  146 The  railway  is  now  nearly  carried 

to  Lake  Huron,  ib.  43 How  far  it  may  be  carried  by  the  Acts  already  obtained,  ib. 

45-  '53 1*^  is  about  1,200  miles  from  the  point  to  which  the  present  railway  conces- 
sion extends,  to  the  Red  River,  ib.  153. 

Grant,  Mr.  Mention  of  Mr.  Grant  of  Red  River  as  a  very  good  magistrate,  Caldwell 
5574  ■ 

Great  Fish  River.  Very  fine  grazing  country  all  the  way  along  the  Great  Fish  River  to 
the  Polar  Sea,  King  5664,  5665. 

Gunn,  Donald,  Sen.  Letter  from  Mr.  Gunn  to  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
Canada,  dated  Red  River,  6  Rlarch,  containing  sundry  particulars  and  statistics  relative 
to  the  Red  River  Settlement,  App,  p.  381-385. 

H. 

Half-hreeds.     DiflBculty  in    Governing  half-breeds,  as  at  Red   River,   Ross   129-131 

Reluctance  of  the  English  half-breeds  to  settle,  Rae  655-659 Doubt  as  to  there  being 

any  difficulty  in  governing  the  English  half-breeds,  ih.  660,  661 The  half-breed  popu- 
lation is  in  some  places  largely  increasing,  ih.  662. 

There  are  about  4,000  half-breeds  at  Red  River,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1681,  1682 The 

increased  instruction  of  the  half-breeds  has  not  created  any  increased  desire  on  their  part 
for  a  free  trade  in  furs,  ih.  1686-1694. 

Dissatisfaction  among  some  of  the  half-castes  at  Red  River  on  account  of  the  monopoly 

of  the  fur  trade.  Sir  J.  Richardson  2942.  3128 Discontented  state  of  the  half-breeds 

at  Red  River,  because  they  were  not  allowed  to  distil  spirits  from  their  own  corn,  or  to 
traffic  in  furs,  Crofton  3232-3246. 

Progressive  social  and  intellectual  development  of  the  half-castes  at  Red  River,  Ria-ht 
-Ret;.  Z)r.  jlHcferson  4383.  4421-4429 Dependence  to  be  placed  in  the  haif-castts^as 

settlers,  ib.  4384.  4416.  4425. 

Explanation  as  to  a  claim  made  by  the  half-breeds  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
in  consequence  of  their  having  been  prohibited   by  the  Americans  from  hunting  buffalo 

south  of  the  49th  parallel,  31'Laughlin  4903-4907 Neither  physically  nor  intellectually 

are  the  half-breeds  at  Red  River  inferior  to  the  Whites,  i6.  4992-4996'^^ High  position 

of  the  American  half-breeds  at  St.  Peter's,  ih.  4997-4999, 

Large  proportion  of  half-breeds  in  the  Red  River  Settlement,  Caldwell  5363 Trouble- 

f5ome  conduct  of  the  half-breeds  when  witness  arrived  at  Red  River  some  years  ago ; 

they  require  a  stringent  mode  of  government,  ib.  5364.  5372 Means  of  livelihood  of 

the 
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the  haU'-breeds,  Caldwell  5365-5368 Good  social  position  of  some  of  the  half-breeds 

ii-  Sdl2,>  5574- 

See  also  Education.         Red  River  Settlement,  8. 

Headingley.  The  original  terms  in  regard  to  land  at  Headingley  were,  that  each  settler 
should  pay  2  /.  for  each  lot  of  land,  whereas  the  terms  have  since  been  raised  to  12  ^ 
and  15  Z.,  Corbett  2684,  2685. See  also  Missionaries  and  Missionary  Settlements. 

Health.    The  country  about  the  Red  River,  &c.,  is  very  healthjr,  Lefroy  313 The 

troops  at  Red  River  in  1846-48  continued  in  excellent  healih,  Crofton  3402-3405. 

Herd,  Captain  David.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  for  the  last  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  fommanded  a  ship  of' the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  saihng  between  this  country 
and  Fort  York  ;   was  previously  an  officer  in  one  of  their  ships   for  three  years,  4566- 

4C70, During  the  last  twenty-two  years  witness  has  seen  only  one  whale  in  Hudson's 

Bav    4571 There  are   white  porpoises  in   the  Bay,  and   these  are   commonly  called 

whales,  4571.  4638-4641 Even  if  iliere  were  whales  in  the  Bay,  fishing  could  not  be 

carried  on  on  account  of  the  ice,  4572-4578. 

Paitirulars  as  to  the  difficulty  of  navigating  the  Bay  by  reason  of  the  ice  ;  save  for  six 
weeks  or  two  months  in  the  year  the  Bay  is  not  navigable,  4572-4578.  4592.  4603-4606. 

464^-4640 Witness  has   seen  very   few  seals,  and  does  not  believe  there  are   any 

fisheries  of  any  value,  4579-4584 Doubt  as  to  there  being  any  advantage  in  a  steamer 

over  a  sailing  vessel  for  tlie  voyage  to  and  from  I'ort  York,  4585-4595.  4(342-4646. 

The  vovat^e  is  farther  and  more  difficult  from  London  to  Fort  York  ihan  to  Montreal, 
4AQ7  4oq8—— Witness's  ship,  which  is  524  tons  burden,  takes  out  a  general  cargo  for 
the  use  of  the  colony,  and  brings  back  oil  and   .kins;   he  has  no  cognisance  ol  the  value 

of  the  cargoes,  4599-46o2.  4607-4612.  4619-4623.  4629-4631 AH  the  goods,  which 

sometimes  include  presents  for  private  individuals,  are  consigtjed  to  the  Company,  4612- 

4618 Difficulty  in    making  up   the  return  cargo  when  the  vessel  is  not  full,  by  the 

addition  of  tallow  from  Red  Reiver;  short  supply  there,  4623,  4624. 

No  application  has  ever  been  made  to  witness  by  merchaiits  at  York  Fort  tp  put  cargo 

for  them  on  board,  4625-46-^8- Probable  quantity  of  oil  brought  from  the  Bay  to  this 

country   4629-4635 Private  merchant  vessels  never  call  at  York  lor  trading  purposes, 

4647,  4648 Bleak  appearance  of  the  country  about  York,  4649,  4650. 

Hudson's  Bay.     Obstacles  to  carrying  on  a  traffic  tlirough  Hudson's  Bay,  Sir  G.Simpson 
^"gq  Q70-— -Particulars  as  to  the  difficulty  of  navigating  the  Bay  by  reason  of  the  ice  ; 
save  for  six  weeks  or  two  months  in  the  year  the  Bay  is  not  navigable.  Herd  4572-457«- 
45912.  4603-4606.  4645-4649- 

1. 

Immigration.     See  Colonisation  and  Settlement.         Emigration. 
Imports.     See  Duties  on  Imports.      •  Exports  and  Imports.        Freights. 
Indian  Corn.     Indian  corn  may  be  cultivated  between  the  latitudes  of  49°  and  51°,  and 
ripens  very  well  at  the  Red  Uiver,  hbister  2572-2577. 

INDIAXS: 

1.  Population:  whether  Increasing  or  Decreasing.  _  j  n      -t.  v 

2.  Physical  Condition ;  Instances  of  Destitutwn,  Starvation,  and  Cannibalism. 
3    Effect  of  Colonisation  and  Civilisation. 

4'   Treatment  of  the  Indians  hy  the  Company  and  their  Servants. 

6.  Settlement  of  Indians;  Practice  of  the  Company  hereon. 

6    Question  as  to  the  Preservation  of  Peace  if  the  Trade  be  open  to  Canada. 

7.  Effect  of  Competition  in  Trade  upon  the  Indians. 
S.^  Canada. 

1    Population ;  iDliether  Increasing  or  Decreasing : 

T3    X-     u,;  .<=  tn  thp  amount  of  Indian  population,  Sir  G.  Simpson  993*997 The 

Indta!  'roAla  io^of  Ruprt'land  i^  estinLfed  at  42,840,  ib.  993— Jn  the  Company  s 
terr  mrreCtrthe  Sv  Mountains,  the  Indian  population  ,.  estimated  at  12,730,  ib. 

T39.oot , J  S'J^:  97^'i::cSi"onf etknl  in  the  thick-wood  coU,  and  decrease 
of  the  Indians  in  the  plains,  16.999-1005. 

Mode  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  Indians  in  diflTerent  districts.  Sir  G.  Simpson 
aofa    .o66-!!^The  tofal  of  the  Indians  east  ..f  the  Rocky  Mountains  ,s  55,ooc^  and 

V  f  * i!i  -v,m,ntains  80  000  ib   1472 Further  opmion  ihat  the  Indian  population 

Tntelh  K^r  d  crnfry  "Jn^Lst'g,  ib.  i6i5--Over  about  25,000  Indians  east  of 
SeRoav  Mountains,  that  is  the  Plain  tribes  the  Company  have  t.o  control,  «&.^2om.^^ 
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Indians — continued. 

1.  Population ,  whether  Increasing  or  Decreasing — coniinucd. 

Increase  in  the  number  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Indians  in  certain  part^;  of  Canad  a 
Roche  4523.4525-4538 — —According  to  Bancroft  the  Cherokees,  the  Chokt;iws,  th; 
Ciees,   and   the   Winnepagos,  nre  increasing  in   number,  though    in  contact   with  th 

Americans,  26.4523 Impression  tlirU  Sir  G.  Simpson's  estimate  of  the  number  of  the 

Indian  population  is  too  low,  Right  Ren.  Dr.  Anderson  4291,  4292 -The  Indians  are 

increasing  wliere  settled  and  decreasing  up  tiie  country,  but  on  the  whole,  decreasing, 
*■*•  4347>  4348- 

Great  difBculty  in  obtaining  relinble  information  respecting  the  Indian  population  on 
account  of  their  migratory  habits,  and  the  vast  extent  of  country  over  which   they  are 

spread,  App.  p.   365 S^tatement  of  the  number  of  Indians  frequenting  the  several 

traditig  posts  of  the  Company,  ib.  365-367 Eslimaie  of  147,000  as  the  total  number  of 

Indians  in  the  territory,  ih.  367. 

2.  Physical  Condition;  Instances  of  Destitution,  Starvation,  and  Cannibalism  : 

Miserable  condition  of  the  Indians  in  many  parts  through  the  precariousness  of  their 

means  ot  subsistence,  if/roy  329.  332 Large  earnings  of  the  Indians  by  employment 

at  some  of  the  forts  in  summer,  IRue  408. 

Great  mortality  among  the  Indians  about  forty  yeais  ago  from  smallpox  and  measles, 
Sir  G.  Simpson  g^^S— — Better  position  of  tlie  Indians  as  regards  means  of  subsistence, 

on  the  west  than  on  the  east  of  the   Rocky  Mountains,  ib.   1329,   1330 Although 

higher  prices  are  given  on  the  fiontier  than  in  the  interior  for  skins,  witness  considers  that 
the  Indian  is  hettf;r  off  in  the  interior,  ib.  1537-1546. 

Examination  as  to  tlie  extent  to  which  the  Indians  have,  in  different  parts   of  the 

interior,  been   reduced    to  starvation  or   cannibalism.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1548  et  seq. 

Exaggerated  character  of  a  statement  by  Mr.  William  Kennedy,  as  to  starvation  and 

cannibalism  among  the  Indians  at  Fort  Nascopie,  ib.  1558-1564 Consideration   of 

statements  in  a  book  published  by  Mr.  Thomas  Simpson,  as  to  the  Indians  between 
Lakes  Superior  and  Winnipeg  beins  frequently  reduced  to  starvation  and  cannibalism  ia 

the  winter ;    belief  that  liie   statements  are   exaggerated,  iJ.  1597-1605.   1608-1612 

Reference  to  a  statement  by  Mr.  Ballantyiie  as  to  starvation  and  cannibalism   among  the 

Indians  at  Peel's  River;  doubt  as  to  its  accuracy,  ib.  1606,  1607 Cases  of  cannibalism 

are  very  rare  indeed  among  the  Indians,  ih.  1607. 

Instances  of  famine  and  starvation  among  the  Northern  Indians,  in  consequence  of 
the  bad  hunting  seasons,  and  the  barrenness  of  tlie  soil.   Sir  J.  Richardsun  2988-2991- 

3002,  g;oo3 Instances  of  distress  and  of  mortality  of  ihe  Indians  from  want  of  food. 

Sir  George   Back  3496-3498-  3508.  3509.   3524,  3525.  3536-3539 Great  mortality 

among  the  Indians  in  consetjuente  of  European  diseases,  which,  up  to  1836,  had  not 
been  met  by  any  supply  of  medical  men  at  the  Company's  forts  in  .the  north,  King 
5699-5703- 

3.  Effect  of  Colonisation  and  Civilisation  : 

Dtterioration  and  diminution  of  the  Indian  population  throughout  the  Company's  ter- 
ritories in  consequence  of  the  moral  effect  of  association  witl^the  whites,  Lefroy  326- 

33'-  337-339-  351.  352 Union  -oin:i  on  of  the  whole  white  and  Indian  races,  Rae 

428 — —South  of  the  Saskatchewan  River  the  Indians  are  most  free  from  cross  of  any 

kind,  ib.  429 Effect  generally  of  civilisation  in  leading  to  the  disappearance  of  the 

red  man,  Rae  670-672  ;  Blanshard  5239-5243. 

Illustration  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  the  Indians 

since  witness  first  visited  the  country  in  1819,  Sir  J.  Richardson  ag^G Marked  im- 

piovement  in  the  Indians  during  the  last  thirty  years,  ib.  2936.  2963^ Great  difference 

between  different   tribes  of  Indians  in   regard  to  civilisation  or   settlement;  particulars 

hereon,  ib.  2966-2985 Better  condition  of  the  Red  River  Indians,  in  consequence  of 

the  missionaries'  inHuencr,  than  of  those  in  the  remote  districts,  Crofton  3418-3422 

Slight  effects  of  civilisation  upon  ti;e  Indians,  Sir   George  Back  ^[,10,  ^^i\ Better 

position  of  the  Indian  under  the  Company's  rule,  though  less  independent  since  the  use 
of  fire-arms  and  ammunition,  ib.  3517-3523. 

Although  in  tiie  United  States  and  Canada  the  red  man  has  disappeared  before  the 
march  of  colonisation,  witness  believes  that  if  proper  measures  be  taken  in  regard  to  the 
settlement  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  the  Indians  may  become  tillers  of  the  soil,  and 

preserved  as  a  distinct  people,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  ^^Sq-^^^io Witness  would 

rather  keep  bJtek  colonisation  than  see  the  Indian  sacrificed,  ib.  4409-4413. 

4.  Treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  Company  and  their  Servants  : 

Testimony  to  the  kind  and  considerate  behaviour  of  the  Company's  traders  towards 

the  Indians,   Lefroy   356-360 Friendly  treatment  generally  of  the   Indians  by  the 

Company's  servants,  Rae  561,  562 Relief  in  clothes,  medicine,  and  foo  1,  given  gra- 
tuitously to  Indians  at  Moose  Factory  during  witness's  residence  there  some  years  awo, 
ib.  562.  673-682. 

The 
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4.  Treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  Company  and  their  Servants — continued. 

Tiie  Indians  are  never  required  to  pay  for  the  lands  they  occupy,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1094. 

1097 Support  by  the  Company  of  one  of  ihe  Indian  chiefs,  ib.  1095 Absence  of 

desire  in  the  Indians  to  trade  wiih  Anieiica  rather  than  with  the  Company,  j'S.  1698- 

1703 Perfect  liberty  of  ihe  Indians  to  act  as  they  pleni-e,  ihe  Company  exercising  no 

control  over  them,  >ave  when  crimes  are  commilted  on   the  whites,  ib.  1747-1756.  2057 

The  Company  do  not  consider  themselves  charged  with  the  educalion  or  civilisation 

of  tlie  Indians,  but  nevtrtiiele?s  contribute  thereto,  ib.  2056,  2057. 

Great  kindness  of  the  Company  and  their  servants  to  the  Indians  when  in  distress; 

instances  of  this.  Sir  George  Hack  3487.  3496.  3513-3516.  3549-3556 Good  feeling 

of  the  Indians  towards  the  Corapnuy,  ib.  3514 Frequent   instances  of  presents   of 

clothing  or  food  to  the  Indians,  ib.  3549-3555 The  Company  have  done  much  for  the 

protection  of  the  Indians,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4275 Necessarily  kind  treatment 

of  ihe  Indians  by  the  Company,  King  5691. 

Regulation  of  the  Company,  with  a  view  to  a  kind  and  indulgent,  treatment  of  the 
Indimis,  App.  p.  368. 

5.  Settlement  of  Indians ;   Practice  of  the  Company  hereon  : 

Relerence  to  attempts  made  10  collect  and  settle  the  Indians  in  villages  near  Norway 

House  and  the  Basquia  River,  Lefroy  346-350 The  settlements  of  the  Indians  would 

not  be  prejudicial  to  the  fur  trade,  Rae  417 Unsuccessful  attempts  made  at  Moose 

Factory  and  other  places  to  effect  a  settlement  of  Indians,  ib.  418-427 Partial  success 

of  the  settlement  of  Indians  at  the  Hed  River,  ib.  649.  656-665. 

Encouragement  given  to  Indians  to  resort. to  agriculture,  but  without  success,  Sir  G. 

Simpson  1009-1011 Encourngenv  nt  given  to  the  Settlement  and  civilisation  of  the 

Indians,  ih.  1092-1  \oi Nature  of  the  means  used  by  ihe  Company,  in  order  to  induce 

the  Indians  to  practise  agriculture,  ih.  1997-2000. 

Opportunity  given  to  the  Indians  to  settle  where  they  please.  Sir  J.  Richardson  2964 

Between  the   Red  River  an<l  Canada   there   is  an   Inilian   settlement,  ~ii. '^967 

There  was  an  Indian  village  above  Ced;ir  Lake,  on  the  Saskatcheivan,  when  witness  wa& 
last  in  the  country,  and  the  Indians  were  to  a  certain  extent  agriculiurisis,  ib.  3023-3027 
All  settled  Indians  partly  cling  to  hunting,  ib.  3028. 

Particulars  as  to  the  Indian  settlements  at  Red  Uiver  and  Moose  Foit;  increase  of  the 
native  population,  of  native  education,  and  of  social  improvement  at  those  plai  es,  JiigAf 

Mev.  Dr.  Anderson  4255.  -^262-4273.  4297-4299.  4386-4391 Encouragement  by  the 

Company  to  aariculture  by  the  Indians  at  Red  River,  Suc.ib.  4300-4303.  4345,  4346 

The  Coijipany  have  not  speeially  tried  to  collect  the  Indians  into  villages,  ib.  4335. 

The  Indians  on  the  Grand  River  and  at  the  Credit,  are  settled  and  are  increasing;    the 

former  gave  I'oo/.  to  the   Patriotic  Fund,  Roche  4525-4530 Assistance   rather  than 

obstruction  to  colonisntion,  as  far  as    the  Indians  are  concerned,  ^/cwj/za/rf  5236-5249 

At  the  Indian  settlement  at  Red  River  there  are  farms  and  some  cattle,  Vaidwell 

(^^•jfi Non-discouragement  of   Indian  settlements   in    Assiniboia  when  witness  was. 

there,  ih.  5586. 

6.  Question  as  to  the  Preservation  of  Peace,  if  the  Trade  be  opened  to  Canada: 
Inexpediency  of  any  conflict  between  the  Canadian  Government  and  the  Indians  in  the- 

Conipany's  territory,  Ross  56.  59,  Co Protection  to  the  border  country,  on  account  of 

the  occupation  given  by  the  Comp^iny  to  the  Indians,  i5.  60,  61 Witness  does  not 

apprehend  any  outbreak  with  the  Indians  if  the  Red  River  colony  were  transferred  to 
CfinHda;  they  must,  however,  be  treated  justly,  and  compensated  for  their  lands,  Hon.. 

W.  II.  Diaper  4081,  4082.  4165-4167 Disastrous   wars  between   the    Indians  and 

Americans  adverted  to,  ib.  4083. 

East  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  the  Indians  nnd  Americans  have  not  for  many  years 
been  at  war,  Roche  4518-4520 As  regards  the  warfare  with  the  Indians  in  the  terri- 
tory of  the   United   States,  the  same  does  not  aiise  from   any  traffic  in  furs,  or  abuse 

thereof,  M'Laitgklin  5080-5084 The  Indian  tribes  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  are 

much  more  pei.ceable  than  tho-e  in  the  United  States  territory;  an  opening  of  the 
country  would  not  lead  to  violence,  ih.  5085-5094. 

7.  Effect  of  Competition  in  Trade  upon  the  Indians  : 

Great  suffering  of  the  Indians  if  the  rights  i>f  the  ('ompany  were  abruptly  abrogated, 

Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4189 It  is  only  by  competition  that  the  Indians  can  receive  fnir 

play,  M'Lavghlin  4947 Consideration  of  the  effect  upon  the  Indians  if  the  territory 

were  annexed  to  Canada,  and  the  trade  opened  ;  belief  that  by  restrictions  on  the  sale  of 
spirits  the  Indians  would  prosper,  Roche  4512-4543. 

Destruction  of  the  Indians  if  the  country  be  thrown  open  and  spirits  introduced,  Rioht 
Jtev.  Dr.  Anderson  4403-4408.  4419,  4420 The  monopoly  in  trade  tends  to  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Indians,    Caldwell  5631 Demoralisation     and    destruction  of   the 
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7.  Effect  of  Competition  in  Trade  upon  the  Indians — continued. 

Indians  under  a  system  of  competitton  in  trade,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5804.  5806-5808. 

5937 Benefits  to  the  Indians  throuj^h  the  monopoly  of  the  Company,  ib.  5903-5905 

Fatal  effects  sure  to  result  to  the  Indian  population  from  a  svstem  of  open  competition 
in  the  fur  trade,  and  the  increased  introduction  of  spirits  consequent  thereon.  Hep, 
p.  iv. 

8.  Canada : 

In  the  Canadian  territory  the  Indians  are  comparatively  comfortable  and  prosperous, 

Lefroy  333-336 Reference  to  a  slight  collision  between   the  Canadian  Government 

and  some  Indians   relative  to  some  mines  in  islands  on  Lake  Superior ;  cause  of  the 

affair;  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4165.  4215-4217 In  Canada  the  Indian  title  to  the  land 

has  nijver  been  extinguished,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  6001. 

See  also  Aborigines  Protection  Society.        Ammunition.       Basquia  River.       Blackfeet 
Indians.  Cherokee  Indians.  Chipewyan  Indians.  Chippewaa  Indians. 

Christianity.  Compensation.  Coppermine  Indians.  Crees  Indians.  Education 
Food.  Fur  Trade,  5.  Government  by  the  Company.  Peguis.  Sotoos  Indians. 
Spirituous  Liquors.         Vancouver's  Island,  1 1 , 

Interest  on  Servants'  Savings.     There  is  no  savings  bank  in  the  territory,  but  the  Company 

allow   four  per  cent,   on   money  placed  in  their  Jiands,   Sir  G.  Simpson  1146-1149 

The  statement  that  the  Company  allow  four  per  cent,  on  savings  lodged  in  their  hands 
applies  to  their  servants  and  not  to  the  settlers,  ib.  1 994. 

Iowa.     Settlement  of  Iowa  under  the  United  Slates  adverted  to,  Ross  79-85. 

Iron.     There  is  an  abundance  of  iron  ore  in  the  Mackenzie  River  district,  Isbister  6091. 

Isbister,  Alexander.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  devoted  considerable  attention  to 

the  affairs  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  2391.  2405 Is  a  native  of  the  Company's 

territory,  and  passed  the  Krst  twenty  years  of  his  life  there,  2392.  2400,  2401.2404. 
2560,  2561.  2650,  2651 During  the  years  1838-40  was  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
pany at  Mackenzie  River;  he  then  came  to  England,  having  left  the  Company's  service 
without  any  dispute,  2393-2399.  2402,  2403. 

Opinion  th.it  the  system  of  mariagement  adopted  by  the  Company  is  unfavourable  to 
the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  to  the  progress  and  civilisation  of 

the  inhabitants,  2406,  2407 Obstacles  on  the  pan  of  the  Company  to  an  export  trade 

in  tallow  and  hides  between  the  Red  River  and  the  United  States,  2407- Anticipated 

setilement  by  Canadians  of  the  district  between  Lakes  Superior  and  Winnipeg,  if  proper 
facilities  he  given,  2408,  2409.  26-25-2632. 

Considerations  as  to  the  expediency  or  otherwise  of  throwing  open  the  fur  trade  and 
allowing  Canada  to  partitlpale  in  it ;  witness  denies  the  force  o?  several  objections  to  the 
trade  being  opened,  but  lias  not  formed  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject  as  regards  the 

effect  on  the  liidians,   2409-2435.  2453 Circumstance  of  Canada  having  hfid  claim 

to  the  Hudson's   Bay  terntories;  grounds   on  which  founded,   2410,   2411.  2523,  2524 

Possible  disadvantage  as  regards   the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  if  the  trade 

were  opened,  2412.  2428,2429 Supply,  at   present,  of  spirits  to   the  Indians  in   the 

more  southern  portion  of  the  territory;  grounds  for  this  statement,  2412-2414.  2420 
2430.  2583.  ^  t  -r      t  y, 

As  regards  the  more  peaceful  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  the  Company's  territories  than 
of  those  in  the  United  States,  the  same  is  in  no  way  attributable  to  the  sway  or  influence 

of  the  Company,  2418-2427 Practicability  and  advantage  of  vesting  in  the  Canadian 

Government  the    administration   of   the    Hudson';,  Bay  territories,  east  of    the  Rockv 

Mountains;  suggestions   hereon,  2436  ci!  seg.   2525  et  seq. A   custom-house  or  small 

garrison  at  Red  River  would  keep  the  whole  country  under  control,  244L-2445. 

Approval  of  gradual  annexation  to  Canada  accordingly  as  any  portion  of  the  territory 

was  fit  for  settlement,  2446 Vancouver's  Island  and  the  main  land  west  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains  should  form  a  separate  colony  and  government,  2447,  2448.  2526 Measures 

10  be  apprehended  on   the  part  of  the  United   St.ites  unless   the   territory  north  of  the 

frontier  is   settled  and  conveved  to  the  Canadian  Government,  2449.  2633-2638 • 

Unless  the  fur  trade  is  throun  open  there  will  not  be  sufficient  inducement  to  settlers  or 
emigrants,  2450. 

Under  any  circumstance  the  fur  trade  must  in  course  of  time  be  open  to  competition 

2450-2452^ Statement  as  to   there  being  already  a  considerable   private  trade  in  furs 

between  the  Red   River  and  the  United  SWes,  notwithstanding  the  endeavours  of  the 

Company  to  monopolise  the  trade,  2451-2458 Reference  to  a  petition  from  the  Red 

River  settlers  to  the  Colonial  Ofhce  presented  by  witness  some  years  ago  ;  belief  as  to 
the  accuracy  of  tiie  statements  urged  at  the  time  in  support  of  the  petition,  2459-2467. 

Stiitenient  to  the  effect  that  the  Company  in  no  way  encourage  the  establishment' of 

schools,  save  by  a  contribution  of  lOO  /.  a  year  to  a  school  at  Red  River,  2468-8484 

Authority 
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Isbister,  Alexander.    (Analysis  of  liis  Evidence) — continued. 

Authority  for  the  statement  that,  practically,  the  Company  do  not  promote  reh^ious  in- 
struction, and  that  their  donations  to  missioniiries  are  given  with  the  view  that  the  latter 
may  shut  their  eyes  to  the  obstructions  offered  by  the  Company  to  the  settlement  of 
Indians  around  the  missionaries,  2485-2499.  2550,  2551, 

Explanation  in  regard  to  the  tenure  of  a  farm  belonging  to  witness  at  Red  River,  which 

formerly  belonged  to  his  father  as  a  retired  officer  of  the  Company,  2500-2513 Doubt 

as  to  there  being  any  impediments  to  the  purchase  or  transfer  of  land  under  the  Company, 

2513-2518 Nature  of  the  deed  under  which   land   is   held,  2513.  2520 Price  of 

land  at  Red   River,  2519 Squatters  on  the  land  have  not   been  molested  by  the 

Company,  2521. 

Great  importance  of  aggregating  the  territory  to  Canada  with  a  view  to  the  fur  trade 
taking  the  route  of  Lake  Winnipeg  and  Lake  Superior,  rather  t!)nn   the  unnatural  route 

of  Hudson's  Bay,  2528-2549.   2629,  2630 Of  the  tiu-ee  routes  to  Red  River,  that  is, 

by  York  Factory,  St.  Peter's,  or  Lake  Superior,    the   latter  is  by  far  the  shortest,  and  is 

very  practicabl*^,  2529-2533 Advantage  in  aggregating  the  Red  River  district,  8cc., 

to  Canada,  rather  tlian  of  forming  it  into  a  separate  government  and  colony,  2534- 
2549- 

Disatisfaction  of  the  Red  River  settlers  with  the  government  of  the  Company  ;  peti- 
tion by  the  settlers   to  the  American  Government  adverted   to  hereon,   2552-2559 

With  regard  to  the  climate,  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes  may  be  raised  as  far  north  as  Fort 
Norman,  and  wheat  as  far    north  as  the  North  Saskatchewan,  2562-2572.  2647-2649 

■ Indian  corn  may  be  cultivated  between  the  latitudes  of  49°  and  51°,  and  ripens  very 

well  at  the   Red   River,  2572-2575 Probable  amelioration  of  the  climate   at   Red 

River  in  consequence  of  the  cultivation,  2577. 

There  are  no  valuable  fisheries  in  Mackenzie  River,  2578,  2579 There  is  a  viduable 

wh;de  fishery  near  the  mouth  of  the  river,  2580.  2582 Belief  as  to  the  accessibility 

during  the   summer   of  the  whale  fishery  off  the  mouth  of  the   Mackenzie,  2581.  2584- 

2591 -The    Mackenzie   is   a  very  fine  river,  and    perfectly  navisrable,  2592-2597 

The  Slave  River,  which  connects  the  Slave  Lake  with  Athabasca  Lake,  is  interrupted  by 
frequent  portages,  2596. 

Further  evidence  in  regard  to  the  obstacles  thrown  by  the  Company  in  the  way 
of  exportation  from  Red  River;  furs,  whicii  are  the  main  produce  of  the  country, 
are  entirely  prohibited  from  export  save  by  the  Company,  2599-2620 — —Restrictions 

upon  imports  by  settlers,  2620-2624 Increased  value  of  property  at  Red  River  if  the 

settlement  were  annexed  to  Canada,  2625-261^7 Outlet  for  produce,  and  consequent 

immigration,  if  there  were  a  free  and  good  communication  to  and  from  the  Red  River, 
2627-2631 ). 

Reference  to  a  treaty  between  the   United   States  Government  and  the  Indians  and 

half-breeds  at  Red  River ;   object  thereof,  2633-2638 Practicability   of  agriculture 

wherever  the  limestone  secondary  formation  occurs,  as  between  the  great  lakes  and  the 

Rocky  Mountains,  2639.  2654,  2655 Remarks  on  the  circumstance  of  the  subsoil 

beincT  permanently  frozen  in  the  more  northern  parts  of  the  territory;  if  the  thaw  be  suf- 
ficiently deep,  the  frozen  subsoil  by  no  means  prevents  agriculture  or  vegetation,  2640— 

2649 With  regard  to  the  coal  on  the  Saskatchewan,  &c.,  it  is  a  tertiary  coal,  and  of 

very  tolerable  quality,  2652-26.54- 

[Second  Examination.] — Witness  has  travelled  through  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory 
from  the  frontiers  of  the  United  States  to  the  Arctic  Ocean,  and  from  Russian  America 

to  Hudson's  Bay,  6073 He  has  written  a  geological  memoir  upon  the  country,  which 

has  been  published  by  the  Geological  Society,  and  also  a  geographical  memoir,  6074, 
6075. 

With  reaard  to  fisheries  in  the  territory  witness  further  states  that  there  are  very  valu- 
able fisheries  off  the  mouth  of  Mackenzie's  River  and  in  other  places  ;  authority  for  his 

statements  hereon,  6076-6087 Abundance  of  animals  in  the  territory  from  which  an 

import  trade  in  hides  and  tallow,   as  from  Russia,   could  be  derived,  6088 Various 

iregetable  products  of  the  country  which  might  be   advantageously  imported  into  this 

country,   6088-6090 Abundant  supply  of  minerals  of  different  kinds,  some  of  them 

in  a  very  accessible  state,  6090,  6091. 

There  are  three  passes  over  the  Rocky  Mountains  :  one  through  the  Peace  River, 
which  flows  right  through  the  mountains,  one  from  the  northern  branch  of  the  Saskatch- 
ewan, and  one  from  the  southern  branch,  which  may  be  crossed  in  whetl  carriages,  6092- 
'6094. 

Witness  lays  before  the  Committee  (App.  p.  437-439)  a  petition  signed  by  some  hun- 
dred of  the  inhabitants  of  Red  River,  and  presented  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Canada ;  it  has  been  forwarded  to  witness  by  Mr.  Macbeth,  a  member  of  the  Assembly, 
■6094-6098. 
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Jurisdiction.     Witness  does  not  recollect  the  existence  of  any  agreement  by  tFie  Company 

to  send  criminals  to  be  tried  in  Canada,  Sir  G.  Simpson,  1630-1632 On  one  occasion 

three  men  were  sent  to  Canada  for  trial  for  murder,  ih.  1633,   1634 Criminal  as  well 

as  civil  jurisdiction  exercised  by  Mr.  Thorn  at  Red  River;  case  of  an  Indian  hanged  by 
his  decree,  M' Laughlin  5019-5029. 

Witness,  as  Governor  of  Assiiiiboia,  considered  that  he  had  not  jurisdiciion  in  cases 
involvinji  .m  issue  of  more  than  200  I.  damagt-s,  and  wrote  to  the  home  authorities  on  the 

subject,  Caldwell  5458.  5507 Explanation   as  to  witness   having  received  information 

troni  London,  that  he  had  jurisdiction  in  civil   cases,  which   like   tiiat   of  Foss  v.  Pelly, 

invohed  damages  of  more  than  200  Z.,  ii.  5507-5516.  5591,  5592- Instances  of  trial 

iit  Red  River  of  cases  of  a  capital  nature,  ib.  5517-5519 Previously  to  the  investiga- 
tions of  ihe  present  Committee,  witness  was  not  aware  that  capital  cases  should  be 
leferred  to  the  courts  in  Canada,  ib.  5520-5524. 

The  obligation  of  the  Company  to  send  certain  prisoners  and  cases  to  Canada,  does 
not  apply  to  the   charteied   territories.  Right  Hon.  E.   Ellice  5826,5827.6014.  6016, 

6017 Examination  as  to  the  accuracy  of  the  foregoing  statement,  that  the  jurisdiction 

of  the  Canadian  courts  of  justice  did  not  extend  over  all  the  Company's  teriitoiies; 
explanation  that  the  jurisdiction  might  be  enforced,  but  never  has  been,  ib.  5B87-5894 

6014-6017 Authority   under  which    the  Company  holds  courts    of  record   at  Red 

River,  ib.  6010-6013. 

Letter  from  the  assistant  secretary  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  Major  Caldwell, 
Governor  of  Assiniboia,  dated  5  April  1854,  referring,  among  other  matters,  to  the  com- 
petency of  the  court  of  Assiniboia  to  adjudicate  in  civil  cases  exceeding  the  amount  of 
200/.,!ipp,  p.  437. 

In  any  districts  i^nnexed  to  Canada,  the  authority  of  the  Company  should  entirely 
cease,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

See  also  Administratiun  of  Justice. 

K. 

Kervaghan,  William.     (Analysis  of  his    Evidence.) — Is  a  general    merchant  at    Chicago, 

2126,  2127 There  is  now  steam-hoat  communication  from  Chicago  to  Superior,  and 

other  cities  at  the  extreme  end   of  the   lake,  2128,   2129.   2142-2144 Considers   it 

expedient  to  abolish  the  exclusive  privileges  of  the  Hudson's   Bay  Company  in  regard  to 

land  and  tiade  in  the  Red   River  Settlement,  &i-.,  2131-2134.  2145 Circumstance  of 

500  wagiions  of  goods  having  gone  from  the  Red  Hiver  Settlement  to  St.  Paul's  or 
St.  Anthony's  last  season,  returning  with  goods  of  American  or  Bdtish  manufacture, 
2134.  2156,  2157.2170. 

Complaint  in  regard  to  the  duties  in  Ameiica  on  the  British  goods  taken  back  to  Red 
River;  such  duiirs  would  have  been  avoided  by  a  direct  route  to  the  settlement  through 

Canada,    2135  et  seq. Communication    at    present  with    the   extreme   end    of  Lake 

Superior,  2136,  2137.  2142-2144 Goods  might  be  conveyed  between   Fort  William 

and   Red  River  for  about  10/.   a  ton,  2138-2141 Superior  City  is  a  new  ))lace,  but 

will  this  year   have  a  population    of  about  10,000;   21^4 Circumstance  of  its  being 

conteniplated  by  some  Americans  to  make  a  practicable  navigation  between  the  lower 
Red  River  and  Lake  Superior,  via  Lake  Winnipeg,  2147,  2148. 

[Second  Examination.]— Witness  has   been   settled   at  Chicago   for  some  lime,  2171- 

2173 Fiirtlier  refrence  to  the  navigation  of  Lake  Superior;   there  is  communication 

from  Chicai;o  to  three  ports,  2174-2179 Superior  City  was  founded  a  year  and  a  half 

ago,  2180 (Communications  are  being  made    by  railway    from    Chica'^jo    to   several 

points,  21H] Contemplated   river   or  canal  communication   l)eiween  Lakes  Winnipei,; 

and    Superior   further  adverted  10,  2182-2187.  2222,   2223 Chicago   has   a   rapidly 

increasing  population  of  about  110,000;  2189-2191, 

Statement  as  to  some  persons  attempting  to  trade  at  Vancouver's  Island  havin^r  been 
prevented  from  doing  so  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  2194-2208— — Fine  timber 
in  Vancouver's  Island  for  which  there  is  an  excellent  market  at  San  Francisco,  2208- 
2210 Available  supply  of  coal  in  the  island,  2211-2214. 

Faciliiies  for  mining  operations  and  settlement  on  the  American  siile  of  Lake  Superior, 

there  b<  ing  no   such   facilities   in    the  British  territory,   2217-2221.    2224-2227 If 

proper  facilitirs  weie  given  by  ihe  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the  Red  River  and  other 
districts  would  be  settled  from  the  American  territory,  2227-2231.  2237-2246 Cir- 
cumstance of  its  having  been  rumoured  that  the  Company  were  anxious  to  stop  the  Red 

River  traders  from  taking  their  goods  to  St.  Paul's,  2235,  2236 Rapid  and  immense 

increase  of  the  population  in  Minnesota,  2237. 

King, 
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King,  Richard,  M.D.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Travelled  through  the  Hudson's  Bay 
territory  frnm  1833  to  1836  as  surgeon  and  naturalist  to  the  expedition  in  search  of 

Sir  John  Ross,  5633-5636 Has  not  been  in  the  country  since  that  period,  5637 

Route  taken  by  ihe  expedition  ;  it  started  from  Montreifl,  and  reached  the  sea  at  the 
estuary  of  the  Great  Fish  River,  and  returned  by  the  English  River  to  York  Factory, 
5638-5640. 

Information  relative  to  an  enormous  tract  of  country,  bounded  on  the  north  by  tfi^ 
Athabasca  Lake,  and  on  the  south  by  Cumberland  House,  which  as  regards  both  soil  and 

climate  is  peculiarly   adapted    for  cultivation,  5641    et  seq. Better  opportunities  of 

witness  than  of  Sir  George  Back  for  observing  the  character  of  the  country,  5650-5652 

Abundance    of   limestone    in  the   tract    of   territory  referred  to,    5658,   5659 

Magnificent  trees  growing  in  the  district,  5660-5662. 

Very  fine  ■jrazing  country  all  the  way  along  the  Great  Fish  River  to  the  Polar  Sea, 

5664,  5665 Witness  did  not  travel  through  the  Saskatchewan  or  Red  River  districts, 

but  believes  they  are  much  less  cultivable  than  the  more  northern  trtict  south  of  the 
Athabasca  Lake,  5666-5672. 

As  regards  the  Indian-;,  the  Chippewns  were  almost  a  settled  people,  and  were  inde- 
pendent "of  the  fur  trade,  5677 The  Crees  and  the  more  sout'iern  tribes  coining  into 

contact  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  are  decreasing  in  number,  5677,  5678.  5683- 

5687 The  Chipewyrtns  and  "the  more   northern   tribes  ate  increasing,  5677.  5683 

About  the  Athabasca  Fort  the  beavers,  which  formerly  were  to  be  found  in  great  numbers, 
had  disappeared  when  witness  whs  there,  5678-5682.  5689,  5690. 

Dependent  state  of  the  Indians  on  the  score  of  ammunition  supplies,  5685-5689 

Necessarily  kind  treatment  of  the  Indians  by  the  Company,  5691 The  Chipewyan 

races  have  always  steadily  refused  to  take  spirits,  5692-5694 All  the  southern  tribes 

are  strongly  addicted  to  spirits,  5692, 

Belief  as  to  whales,  seals,  and  porpoises  abounding  in  the  Polar  Seas,  5696,5697 

Supply  of  copper,  coal,  tind  galena  along  the  Coppermine  River  and  the  coast,  5697,  5698 

The  Company  had  not,  in  the  slightest  de;^ree,  developed  the  resources  of  the  country, 

^699 Great  mortality  among  the  Indians  in  CDUsequence  of  European  diseases,  which 

up  to  1836  had  not  been  met  by  any  supply  of  medical  men  at  the  Coinpauy's  forts  in 
the  north,  5699-5703. 

Statement  to    the   effect  that  Governor  Williams   was  very  successful  in  farming   at 
Cumberland  House,  and  that  he  was  removed  thence  by  the  Company  in  consequence  of 

his  anxiety  to  promote  cultivation,  5704-5714.  5722-5724.   5733.  5734 Particulars 

relative  to  a  thriving  little  colony,  as  found  by  witness  on  the    approacti  to  Cumberland 
House ;  complaint  made  by  the  colonists  that  the  Company  had  ordered  them  to  give  up 
their  farms,  5706.  5715-5744- 
King's  Posts,  Canada.     Reference  to  the  section  of  country  called  the  King's  Posts,  within 
the  Canadian  frontier,  as  not  capable  of  advantageous  settlement,  Ross  lb. 


L. 

Labrador.     The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  establishments  upon  the  coast  of  Labrador, 
which  is,  practically,  unoccupied  and  open  to  any  one.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1563-1596 
There  are  excellent  fisheiies  all  along  the  Labrador  coast,  Mister  6082. 

Land.  See  Colonisation  and  Settlement.  Conveyance  of  Land.  Free  Grants  of  Land- 
Price  of  Land.  Sale  of  Land.  Selkirk,  Lord.  Tenure  of  Land.  Vancouver  s 
Island,  6. 

Lansford,  Captain.  Comment  on  the  manner  in  which  Captain  Langford  was  received 
ai^  treated  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  his  arrival  in  Vancouver  s  Island :  nature 
of  his  connexion  witl»  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  Blanshard  5314-5344- 

jMndev  Fort      How  f»r  the  region  round  about  Fort  Langley  is  cultivable  or  suitable  for 
'  settlement.  Sir  G.  Simpson  2059-2072.  2086-2096. 

LefToy,Lieutenanl-colonelJohn  Henry,  n.K.  (Analysis  of  his  Evi,lence.)-[s  Inspect°r- 
ieifeal  of  Army  Schools,  158  — Has  res.de^d  twelve  years  m  North  America,  and  passed 
nearly  two  years  in  the  territories  of  the    Hudson's  Bay  Company  east  of  the  Rocky 

Mnnntnins    VRQ-xQ'i  270 Was  employed  in  making  magnetic  observations  tof  the 

Roy"Sty'^i6o2i7— Considers  that  agricultural^  can  make  but  little 

progress  in  the  territoty,  163  et  seq. 

Favourable  character  of  the  land  at  the  Red  River  Settlement  for  cultivation,  164, 105. 

10A-20A  24.6.  2  5^ The  territory  on  the  frontier  of  Canada  is  particularly  ill  adapted 

for  setdement    166 Between  Rainy  Lake  and  the   Lake  of  the  Woods  there  is  some 

couSy  c"5'e  of  -'tivation,  166.  /90.  345 A  large  proportion  of  the  region  east 

of  the  Rocky  Mountains  is  primitive  in  geological  formation,  and  is  almost  ^ennreiy 
0.24— Sess.  2.  334 
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Lefroy,  Lieutenant-colonel  John  Henry,  e.  A.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

denuded  of  soil,  167.  202-208.213.  243-24,5 Uncertainty  and  intensity  oftlie  climate 

adverted  to  as  being  very  unfavourable  to  agricultural  cultivntion,  167.  182-189.  221. 
253-  265-302. 

Cultivation  has  been  tried  with  some  success  at  Fort  Cumberland  and  other  districts 

along  the  Saskatchewan,  i6g.  171.  246 Success,  comparatively,  of  the  cultivation,  as 

cariied  on  by  civilised  Indians  at  a  place  called  (he  Pas,  or  rather  the  Basquia  River, 

171-180.  246 Facility  for  growing  yegetables  in  some  paits  oftlie  territory,  182,  246 

Length  of  the  winter  »t  the  Saskatcliewan,  184-188 Evidence  to  tlie  effect  that 

there  has  not  been,  and  that  there  is  not  hkely  10  be,  any  amelioration  of  the  climate  in 
the  Company's  territories  or  in  Canada,  in  consequence  of  settlement  and  improved 
cultivation,  189.  220-228.  240-242. 

Greater  advantages  in  cultivating  the  unsettled  lands  of  Canada  than  the  most  favour- 
able land  in  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  190 How  the  population  forming  the  Red  River 

Settlement  are  composed,  191 Absence  of  any  pressure  from  Canada  or  the  United 

Slates  to  settle  in  the  Company's  territory,  191-193 Check  to  habits  of  industry  in 

the  Red  River  Settlement,  in  consequence  of  the  tendency  to  hunt  the  swarms  of  buffaloes 

in  the  neighbourhood,  199,  200 Geological  formation  of  Lower  Canada  adverted  to, 

207,  208. 

Witness  had  not  much  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the   condiiion   of  the   Indians, 

210-212 The  trees  found  on  portions  of  the  territory  do  not  prove  that  such  portions 

are  fitted  for  ajjricultund  purposes,  213,  219 The  island  on  which  Fort  Simpson,  on 

the  Mackenzie  River,  is  built,  contains  some  deep  alluvial  soil,  and  farming  has  been  very 

successful  there,  219.  246-254 Statement  as  to  the  existence  of  morasses  between 

Lake  Superior  and    Lake  Nipigon  and  the  Rainy  Lake,  229-235 Enormous  physical 

obstacles  to  the  formation  of  a  railway  along-  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Superior  and 
across  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  236,  237. 

Tlie  natural  affinities  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  ure  with  the  valley  of  the  Missouri, 

and  not  with   the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  238,  239 Enumeration  of  the  points 

where  cultivation  is  more  especially  carried  on,  246 Cultivjition  of  barley  at  Lake  La 

Crosse  a  little  to  the  north  of  Cumberland  House,  ib. Cultivation  of  potatoes,  but  not 

of  any  cereal,  at  Lake  Athabasca,  ib. 

Milder  character  of  the  climate  accordingly  as  the  country  is  nearer  to  the  Pacific,  249, 

265-273 Fort   Simpson  is  not  more  than  about  500  miles  from   the  Pacific ;  effect 

thereof  upon  the  climate  and  upon  cultivation,  249-252.  271-273.  290-294 Circum- 
stance of  there  being  a  bed  of  workable  coal  near  Edmonton,  one  of  the  more  eastern 

forts,  255-257 Length  of  the  winter  at  St.  Petersburgh  adverted  to  in  comparison 

with  the  winter  in  parts  of  the  Hudson  Bay  territories,  259-264 Reference  to  parts  of 

the  territory  as  being  permanently  frozen  underground,  and  as  thus  rendering  the  pro- 
duction of  cereals  exceedingly  uncertain,  274-281. 

In  1843  or  1 844  the  population  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  was  about  5,000 ;  282. 

353-355 ^t  Norway  House,  the  northern  settlement  of  Fort  Cumberland,  there  are 

not,  on  an  average,  more  than  twenty  permanent  residents,  283 In  the  district  between 

the  Red  River  and  Cumberland  Fort  there  are  no  inhabitants,  save  the  traders  in  the 

Company's  employment,  284 Lake  Winnipeg  is  open  for  navigation   from   May  till 

about  the  end  of  October,  285,  286 The  St.  Lawrence  at  Quebec  is  generally  open 

from  April  or  May  till  November  or  December,  287-289. 

Doubt  as  to  the  altitude  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  295-297 Injurious  effect  of  the 

summer  frosts  upon  the  crops,  299-302 The  Blackfeet  Indians  on  the  Upper  Sas- 
katchewan are  very  warlike,  3<^3-305- 3i6,  317 Under  the  protection  of  the  Company, 

travelling  is  quite  safe,  306.  315 A  railway  might  easily  be  made  from   Minnesota  to 

the  Red  River,  307-309 Probable  extent  of  the  district  between  the  Rainy  Lake  and 

the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  310 Difficulty  of  communication  with  this  district  from  Lake 

Superior,  311. 

Slight  inducement  to  emigrants  to  settle  at  the  Red  River,  Sec,  312 The  country 

is  very  healthy,  313 The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  almost  entirely  discontinued 

sending  spirits  into  the  territory,  and   have  thereby  largely  promoted  peace  amono-  the 

Indians,  314.  318 There  is  very  little  crime  among  the  whites,  314 Tiie  uTiited 

States  law  for  the  prohibition  of  trading  in  spirits  in  their  territory  is  constantly  evaded, 

319,  320 Circumstance  of  there  being  a  strong  tendency  to  settle  in  Minnesota,  but 

not  in  the  country  at  Lake  Winnepeg,  on  the  part  of  the  population  to  the  soulh  and  east 
321-325- 

Deterioration   and  diminution  of  the   Indian  population  throughout  the  Company's 
territories,  in  consequence  of  the  moral  effect  of  association  with  the  whites,  326-331. 

337-339-  35'j  352 Miserable  condition,  physically,  of  the  Indians  in   n'any  parts 

through  the  precariousness  of  their  means  of  subsistence,  329.  332 In  the  Criuadian 

territory  the  Indians  are  comparatively  comfortable  and  prosperous,  333-336 Some 

Chipewyan  Indians,  in  the  far  north,  do  not  come  into  communication  with  the  Euro- 
peans, 340. 

Absence 
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Lefroy,  Lieutenant-colonel  John  Henry,  r.  a.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

Absence  of  selilement  011  either  bank  of  the  river  betwe  n  R  nny  Lake  and  the  Lake 
of  Woods;  this  river  forms  part  of  the  boundary  bt-tween  the  United  States  iin  I  Briiish 

territories,  342-345 Reference  to  attempis  mcide  to  collect  and  settle  the  Indians  in 

viiluiies  near  Norway  House  and  tlie  Basquia  River,  346-350 Testimonv  t>  the  kind 

and  considerate  behaviour  of  the  Company's  traders  towaids  the  Indians,  356-360 

Defective  management  by  the  Company  in  not  always  placin;^  adequate  supplies  in  the 

hands  of  their  traders,  356-358 Domestic  cattle  and  horses  are  ti)  be  found  at  some 

of  tlie  Com|)any's  forts,  361,  362 The  buffaloes  are  in  better  condition  in  winter  than 

in  summer,  363,  364. 

Legal  Opinion.  Letter  from  Mr.  Merivale  to  the  Attorney-general  and  Solicitor-general, 
dated  9  June  1857,  enclosing  rertaui  papers,  and  requesting  iheir  opinion  with  reference 
to  a  legal  deci^ion  of  certain  questions  in  dispute  between  Canada  and  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  App.  p.  402,  403. 

Letter  in  reply,  dated  July  1857,  stating  that  the  validity  of  the  Company's  charter  and 
of  the  several  claims  of  terntorid  right,  of  government,  of  exclusive  trade,  and  taxation, 
are  not  fit  subjects  for  legal  decision,  but  that  the  question  of  boundary  might,  under 
certain  conditions,  be  referred  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  Privy  Council,  App.  p. 
403,404. 

Reference  by  the  Committee  to  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  Eep.  p.  iii. 
See  also  Canada,  8.  Fur  Trade,  4.  Territorial  Rights, 

Legislation.  Probability  of  the  necessity  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  order  to  carry  into 
effect  tlie  transfer  of  certain  districts  to  Canada,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

Leith,  the  late  Mr.     Mr.  Leith  was  originally  sent  by  witness  from  Aberdeen  to  be  a  clerk  in 
the  service  of  the  Company,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5829. 
See  also  Religious  Instruction. 

Liard  River.     On   the   River   Liard  large  crops  may  be  raised,  Ishister  2648,  2649 

Extent  of  cultivation  at  Fort  Liard  and  Fort  Simpson,  Sir  J.  Richardson  3122-3124. 

Licence  to  Trade.  At  witness's  suggestion  to  Lord  Bathurst,  an  Act  was  passed  in  1821, 
granting  ibr  twenty  years  a  licence  of  exclusive  trUde  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Coiupany, 

Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5784-5788.  6015 Especial  care  was  taken  in  the  Act  not  to 

ovet-ride  the  existing  privileges  of  tlie   Company,  ib.  5784-5786 ^^In  1838,  wlim   the 

first  licence  expired,  a  full   inquiry  was  made  on  the  pan  of  the   Crown,  and  a  further 

licence  of  exclusive  trade  for  twenty-one  years  was  granted,  ib.  5788,  5789 The  fear 

of  competition  from  American  citizens  was  one  of  witness's  chief  reasons  for  recommend- 
in'.;  the  Act  of  1821   giving  an  exclusive  licence  to  the  Company,  ib.  5866- Beyond 

the  limits  of  the  charter.  Parliament  can,  if  it  please,  refuse  to  re-grant  the  hcence  with- 
out at  all  aggrieving  the  Company,  ib.  6007,  6008 There  has  been  a  re-grant  of  the 

licence,  but" not  of  the  charter,  ib.  6016. 

Copy  of  the  Crown  grant  to  the  Company,  dated  30th  May  1838,  of  the  exclusive  trade 
with  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of  North  America  for  a  further  term  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  upon  the  surrender  of  a  former  giant,  App.  p.  414-416. 

Copies  or  extracts  of  the  correspondence  which  took  place  at  the  last  renewal  of  the 
charter  between  the  Government  and  the  Company,  together  with  the  dates  of  all  former 
charters  or  grants  to  the  Company,  App.  p.  4' 7-434- 

Copy  of  the  grant  made  to  the  Company  in  1821,  App.  p.  425-427. 

Information  supplied  by  the  governor  of  the  Company,  in  a  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Committee  of  Privy  Council  for  Trade,  dated  7th  February  1838,  relative  to  the  claim  for 
a  renewal  of  the  grant,  App.  p.  427-430. 

Reference  by  the  Committee  to  the  near  approach  of  the  expiration  of  licence,  that  is, 

in  1859,  -Sep.  p.  iii Right  exercised  by  licence  over  the  Indian  territory,  as  distinct 

from  Eupert's  Land,  ib. 

See  also  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  3.  7.  East  India  Company  v.  Sands,         Fur 

Trade. 

M. 

M'Derrnot,  Mr.  Eeference  to  a  statement  by  Mr.  M'Dermot,  one  of  the  chief  merchants 
at  Ked  River,  in  deprecation  of  the  non-formation  of  a  settlement  or  colony  from  Lake 
Superior  across  the  Rocky  Mountains,  Corbett  2714. 

With  reo'ard  to  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  M'Dermot,  witness's  uncle,  to  the 
secretary  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in  which  witness  is  spoken  of  as  "  a  very 
imprudent  young  man,"  &c.,  the  same  may  be  attributed  to  the  faci  that  Mr.  M'Dermot 
is  completely  under  the  influence  of  the  Company,  M'Laughlin  4908-4912. 

0.24-Sess.  2.  3T  M'Donell, 
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M' Donell,  Alan.  Statement  by  Mr.  M'Donell,  as  furnished  to  the  select  committee  sitting 
in  Canjida,  relaiive  to  ihe  rights  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the  character  of  the  soil 
and  chmale  of  the  territory,  and  its  fitness  for  seillement,  App.  p.  386-390. 

Mackenzie  River.     Great  impedinienis  offered  by  the  ice  to  ships  getting  round  to  the  mouth 

of  the  Mackenzie,  Rae  430-433 Barley  and  potatoes  may  be  raised  without  risk  on 

the  Miickenzie  River,  Isbister  2563,  2564.  2647,  2648 The  Mackenzie  is   a  very  fine 

river,  and  perfectly  navigable,  ih.  2592-2597. 

Reference  to  portion  of  Admiral  Beechy's  last  a'Mress  to  the  Geographical  Society, 
alludiiiy,  on  the  aiithoritv  of  the  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Navy,  to  the  fisheries  off 
the  mouth  n(  Mackenzie's  Hiver,  as  being  of  great  value,  libister  6077-6079.  6083-6087 

From  the  Arctic  Ocean  to  the  Great  Slave  Lake  the  river  is  perfectly  navigable,  ib. 

6090 Very  valuable  mineral  resources  of  the  Mackenzie  River  district,  ib. 

See  also  Fisheries.         Iron.         Tar. 

M'Laughlin,  John.  (Analysi(S  of  his  Evidence) — Left  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory  in  1849  ; 
had  been  at  Red  Rivei  lor  five  years  carrying  on  business  as  a  general  trader,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  his  uncle,  4710-4726 Was  never  in  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, but   has   transacted   business  for  them,  4712.  4717,  4718.  4913-4919 Is  not 

prepared  to  say  that  he  never  traded  in  spirits,  4727-4731. 

Relerence   to  a   letter  written    hy  witness    in    1850,    to  the    settlers    at    Red    River, 
encouraging  them  to  uphold   their  rights  of  trade  independently  of  interference  by  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company,  4732-4734 Nature  of   the  steps  taken  by  the  Company  in 

order  to  prevent  traffic  in  furs  between  the  Indians  and  the  settlers,  4735  et  seq. Per- 
secution on  the  jjart  of  the  Company  in  several  of  the  prohibitory  measures  adopted  by 
then)  previously  to  1  849  ;  4739-4750.  4762-4766; 

Stoppage  of  the  Company's  supplies  to  the  Indians  in  the  event  of  their  trafficking  with 

the   settlers,   4740.  4749-4754 Prevention   by  the  Coinpnny  of  traffic   hetween   the 

Indians  themselves,  4756 Instance  of  the  Company  having  endeavoured  through  a 

missionary  to  induce  the  Indians  not  to  wear  furs,  4';;56-476l General  character  of 

the  persecution  on  the  part  of  the  Company  in  1844  and   1845  ;  4762-4766. 

Prohibitions   placed  by  the  Company  some   years  ago,  on  imports  to  Red  River  from 

tite  United  Slates,  4766.  4791 Discouragement  by  the  Company  of  an  export  trade  in 

tallow,  hides,  and  tongues,  4766 Peculiar  and  unavailable  character  of  the  land  deeds 

issued  by  the  Company,  4766.  4882-4887 As  regards  the  prohibition  of  the  fur  trade, 

witness  refers  to  several  documents  iu  corroboraiion  of  his  evidence  on  the  subject,  4766 
et  seq. 

Statement  relative  to  a  proclamation  by  the  Governor  of  Assiniboia,  Mr.  Alexander 
Christie,  in  Decemlier  1844,  requiring  that  letters  be  sent  open  to  the  post-office;  official 

documents   hereon,  4768-4783 Helerence   to   an  unsigned   proc!am:ition,  dated  Fort 

Garry,  7th  December  1844,  with   a  view  to  the   prevention  of  traffic  in  furs,  4786-4791 

The  proi  lamations  issued  in  the  colonv  in  December  1844  v/ere  acted  upon  for  some 

years,  4788-4791 Distinction  between  the  rule  of  the  Company,  as  in  London  and  in 

the  colony,  4789-5001 Petition  in  1848  from  the  American  importers  at  Red  River  to 

the  government  of  the  district  relative  to  the  heavy  duties  on  imports;  this  petition  was 
never  replied  to,  4791-4795. 

Explanation  relative  to  minutes  of  council,  dated  3d  April  1845,  laying  down  certain 
rules  in  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  law  at  Red  River  upon  all  questions  of 
revenue,  or   prohibition,   or   license  ;  the  members  of  this   council  were  all  more   or  less 

connected  with  the  Company,  4796-4808 Instance  of  Mr.  Thorri,  the  recorder  of  the 

court  at  Red  liiver,  having  been  summoned,  and  having  denied  the  competency  of  the 
court  to  try  hiu',  4808.  4986,  4987. 

Particulars  relative  to  the  proceedings  consequent  upon  a  demand  for  over-freight 
from  the  Company  by  Messrs.  M'Dermot  &  Sinclair-,  of  Red  River;  the  governor 
decided  that  the  ca^e  could  not  be  med  in  the  colony,  witness,  on  the  part  of  Messrs. 
M'Dermot  &  Sinclair,  then  endeavoured  to  have  it  settled  before  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce in  Canada,  or  the  Hoard  of  Trade  in  London,  but  without  effect,  and  eventually  it 
was  settled  by  the  Company  paying  a  portion  of  the  amount  demanded,  4808-4823. 

Reference  to  an  action  brought  by  the  Companv  against  witness  in  consequence  of 
some  rathe:  indiscreet  expressions  used  Ijyhim  arising  out  of  the  case  of  the  over-freisiht; 
it  was  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  dismissed  by  the  judge,  4823-4845 Witness  sub- 
sequently   took    some    steps    against    the    Company    for    false    imprisonment,    but    was 

pi  evented  by  his  father  fi-otn  going  on  with  the    matter,  4846-4852 Circumstance   of 

witness  having  been  intrusted  by  the  Company  with  the  pi-ovision  of  certain  supplies  at 
Red  River,  subsequently  to  the  demand  for  over-freight  and  the  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
4853' 4913-491 9- 

Witness  states  that  four  or  five  years  elapsed  before  the  matter  of  the  over-freight  was 
settled;  but  subsequenily  admits,  on  seeing  a  receipt  in  full  from  M'Dermot,  dated  1846, 
that  he  may  be  inaccurate  in  regard  to  the  date  of  settlement,  4854-4881. 

Reference 
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M'Langhlin,  John.     (Analysis  of  liis  Evidence) — continued. 

Rt'ference  to  a  copy  of  a  licence  to  freigiit  goods  from  Red  River  10  York  Factory, 

dated  29th  July  1845 ;  4888-4894 Copy  of  a  proclamation  by  the  Governor  of  Red 

Rivtr  colony,  dated  7th  December  1844,  direi'tinu;  measures  for  ilie  piohibition  of  im- 
ports for  st'ttlei  s  engaged  in  the  fur  trade  ;  authenticijy  of  this  copy,  4895-4898 Copy 

of  a  law  passed  by  the  Red  River  Council  on  the  igtli  July  1845,  relative  to  accused 
persons  tampering  with  the  evidence  of  their  relatives,  &c. ;  belief  that  this  law  has  never 

been  acted   upon,   4899-4901 Extract  from   a  proclamation  by   Mr.  Christie  with 

reference  to  further  measures  for  suppressing  illicit  trade  in  furs,  4902. 

Explanation  as  to  a  claim  made  by  the  half-breeds  upon  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
in  consequence  of  their  having  been  prohibiied  by  the  Americans  from  hunting  buffalo 

south  o\  the  49th  parallel,  4903-4907 Witli  regard  to  an  extr;ict  from  a  letter  from 

Mr.  M'Uermot,  witness's  uncle,  to  the  secretary  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  in 
which  witness  is  spoken  of  as  "a  very  imprudent  young  man,"  Sec,  the  same  may  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  M'Dermot  is  completely  under  the  influence  of  the  Com- 
pany, 4908-4912. 

Probability  of  the   Company  making   use  of  spirits  as  a  means  of  barter  with  the 

Indians;  they  used  to  do  so  in    witness's   time,  4920-4927 Belief  that  though  an 

opposition  trade  between  two  companies  leads  to  a  traffic  inspirits,  a  general  competition 
in  trade  would  prevent  the  use  of  spirits  as  a  n\eans  of  barter,  4927-4930.  4941.  4948. 
5090 Anticipated  individual  trade  in  furs  if  the  trade  were  thrown  open,  4931-4933. 

Proposition  that  a  line  be  drawn  from  Norway  House  along  by  the  southern  brnnch  of 
the  Saskatchewan  to  the  Rncky  Mountains,  and  that  the  territory  south  of  this  line  be 
opened  for  trade  and  colonisation,  4933-4936.4961-4964 The  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany should  still  exercise  jurisdiction  in  the  teriitory  north  of  the  proposed  line,  but 
should  not  have  an  exclusive  right  to  the  fur  trade,  4937-4948. 

Conduct  of  the  American  fur  trade  without  the  introduction  of  spirits  as  a  means  of 

barter,  at  least  witness  never  saw  nor  heard   of  any,  4941.  5077-5079 It  is  only  by 

competition  that  the  Indians  can  receive  fair  play,  4947 Fitness  of  the  valley  of  the 

Saskatchewan  for  cultivation,  4949,  4950.  4960-4965 Belief  as  to  the  practicability 

of  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  route  from  Lake  Superior  to  Red  River,  4952- 
4959.  5008. 

Proclamations  form  the  only  means  wherehy  the   settlers  know  the  regulations  of  the 

Company,  4966-4968 Peculiar  and  objectionable  nature   of  the   paper  currency  in 

use  at  Red  River  up  to  1849;  4969-4973 Circumstance  of  the   Company  having  at 

one  time  threatened  to  withdraw  the  paper  currency,  4970-4972 With  regard  to  Mr. 

Thorn,  he  was  extiemely  unpopular  at  Red  River,  and  it  was  said  that  he  was  very 
partial  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  4974-4991. 

Neither  physically  nor  intellectually  are  the    half-hreeds  at  Red  River  inferior  to  the 

whites,  4992-4996 High  position  of  the  American  half-breeds  at  St.  Peter's,  4997- 

4999 Probable  amount  of  the  exports  from  the   Hudi-on's    Bay  territory,  5000 

Further  statetnent  as  to  the  practical  discouragement  by  the  Company  in  the  colony  of 
exports  of  tallow,  hides,  and  tongues;  more  liberal  conduct  hereon  of  the  Company  in 
London,  5001-5007. 

American    settlement   at    the    Otter-tail    Lake   adverted    to,   5008.    5012 Lower 

price  charged  for  land  by  the  American  Government  than  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, 5009-5011 If  free  grants  of  land  were  made,  the  territory  would  soon  be  set- 
tled from  Saulte  St.  Mary  to  Red  River,  5013 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  instance  of 

letters  having  been  opened  by  the  authorities  at  Red   River,  5015-5018 Criminal  as 

well  as  civil  jurisdiction  exercised  by  Mr.  Thorn  ;  case  of  an  Indian  hanged  by  his  decree, 
5019-5029. 

A  higher  duty  was  levied  on  goods  from  America  than  from  England,  but  a  reduced 
duty  was  taken  on  the  former  goods  if  the  importers  were  not  suspected  of  trafficking  in 

furs,  5030-5046 Much  larger  imports  from  England  than  from   America,  5047-5053 

Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  instance  of  seizure  of  goods  in  consequence  of  the  con- 
signee having  trafficked  in  furs ;  goods   thus  consigned   have  not  been  carritd  by  the 

Company,  5054,  5055 Copy  of  the   American  licence  to   trade;  prohibition  therein 

upon  traffic  in  spirits,  5057. 

Inadequate  payment  now  given  by  the  Company  to  the  Indians  for  skins,  5058,  5059. 

5066-5068 Much  larger  prices  given  for  skins  by  the  American  companies  than  by 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company;  document  hereon  relative  to  a  contract  made  by  wit- 
ness for  supplying  the  American  Fur  Company,  5059.  5062-5065 Witness  denies 

that  he  was  trafficking  ilU  gaily  when,  as  a  British  subject  in  a  British  colony,  he  traded  \n 
furs,  5060-5062. 

Dissatisfaction  of  both  Indians  and  half-breeds  in  consequence  of  the  much  lower  prices 

paid    by  the   Hudson's  Bay   Company  than   the  American  companies,  5069-5071 

'J'be  American  Fur  Company  has  no  txclnsive   privileges,  5072 Any  American  can 

engage  in  trade  in  American  territory  under  hcence  from  the  government  commissioners, 
5072-5076. 
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M'Lauglilin,  John.     (An;i lysis  of  liis  Evidence) — continued. 

A>  Hgiirds  thf  wartare  with  the   Indians  in  the   lerriioiy  of  the  United   States,  the 

same  does  iidt  aiise  fiom  any  traffic  in  turs,  or  abuse  ihereol',  5080-5084 The  Indian 

tiibes  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory  are  much  more  peaceable  than  those  in  the  United 
States'  territory,  and  an  operiiiig  oj^  tlie  country  and  the  trade  would  not  lead  to  violence, 

5085-5094 Unless  ihe  country  to  ihe  south  be  placed  under  the  British  Government 

ii  will  soon  be  squatted  over  by  Americans,  5096. 

M'Latighlin,  Dr.  Enterprising  but  unsettled  character  and  conduct  of  Dr.  M'Laughlin ; 
when  in  the  Company's  service  he  was  an  excellent  officer,  Eight  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5395. 
6030,6031. 

Magistrates.     See  Administration  of  Justice.         Factors. 

Malachite.     There  is  very  valuable  malachite  in  the  mines  on  the  Coppermine  River,  Roch^ 

4466-4471. 

MariitoLah.  There  are  a  few  settlers  at  Manitobah,  about  50  miles  from  Red  River,  Sir  G. 
Simpson,  21 15.  ' 

Map,  Explanation  relative  to  a  map  carefully  prepared  in  the  Crown  Lands  Office  in 
Canada,  sbouincr  the  situation  of  the  various  post*  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  the 
gfological  siructure,  and  the  assumed  climate,  Hoti.  W.  H.  Draper  4227-4230. 

Markets  for  Produce.     The  Company  are  the  only  buyers  of  agricultural  produce,  Crofton 

3309,  3310 The  Company  offer  the   only  market  for  the  settler's  produce  in   Van- 

couvei's  Island,  and  they  sometimes  refuse  to  lake  it,  as  in   witness's  own  case.    Cooper 

3872-3877. 

Muynard,  Joseph.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Solicitor  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

4442 Releis  the   Committee  to  Parliamentary  |)a|)ers,  in  which  the  licences  to  trade 

which  the  Company  ri  ceived  from    Government  in    1821  and    1838  may  be  found,  4443, 

4444 The  grant  of  Vancouver's  Island  and  the  correspondence  on  the  subject  has  alsn 

been  printed  and  laid  before  Parliaiueiit,  4445,  4446 Ex|)lanation  as  to  tlie  nature  of 

the  obligation  by  which  the  Company  pay  300  /.  a  year  to   the  Bishop  of   Rupert's  Land, 
4447-4450- 

Medicines  and  Medical  Men.  Liberal  practice  of  the  Company  as  regards  the  provision  of 
medual   men  and    the  supply  of  medicines   for  both  whites  and    Indians,  Rae  673-677. 

683.  G87 There  aie  five  surgeons  in  the  Company's  service.  Sir  G.  Simpson  983 

Arrangements  as  regards  medical  men   and  the  supply  of  medicines   at  Red   River,  &c.. 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4336-4339. 

Meetings  of  Council.     Obstacle  to  the  council  at  Norway  House  meeting  more  than  once  a 

year,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1352-1355 The  meetings  ofthe   council  of  Vancouver's  Island 

are  regulated  by  the  governor,  Cooper  3858. 

Michipicoton  Island  {Lahe  Superior).  Reference  to  the  mining  works  established  on 
Michipicoton  Island  under  licence  from  the  Canadian  Government,  to  the  forcible  seizure 
of  the  works  by  some  Indians,  and  to  the  eompensation  subsequently  given  to  the  Indians 
for  relinquishing  their  claim  to  the  island,  Ross  57.  74. 

Miles,  John.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Was  in  Vancouver's  Island  for  about  a  fort- 
night in  1852,  and  six  months  in  1854  ;  4651-4653.  4663,  4664 Considers  that  in  soil, 

climate,  mineral^,  &c.,  the  island  possesses  everything   essential  for  the  formation  of  a 

great  colony,  4654-4662 The  distance  from  England  and   the  nearness  to  the   Cali- 

fornian  gold  fields  have  prevented  the  settlement  and  progress  of  the  island,  4660. 

Goodness  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  Thompson's   River  on   the  mainland,  4666,4667 

Character  of  the  country  Vfest  of  the  Rocky  Mountains ;  that  is,  from  Fort  Colville, 

up  the  Columbia  River,  and  towards   the   Airow  Lake,  4668-4672 Particulars  as  to 

the  passes  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  more  especially  that  by  Mount  Hooker  ;  they  are 
all  very  difficult,  4673-4676.  4701-4709. 

Character  of  the  country  after  crossing  the  mountains  from   the  west,  from  Jasper's 

House,  down  the  Alhabaska  Hiver,  and    to  Slave   Lake,  4677-4679 Route  taken  by 

witness  from  Jasper's  Hou^e  to  Norway  House,  4680 Varying  character  of  the  country 

from  Edmonton,  down  the  Saskatchewan,  to   Norway  House,  4681-4700 Fitness  of 

the  valleys  near  the  Saskatchewan,  and   of  some  pans  of  the  Saskatchewan    itself,  for 
settlement,  4691-4700. 

Militant  Force.  Any  extensive  settlement  at  the  Red  River,  Sic,  would  require  the  protec- 
tion of  a  niiliiary  force,  Sir  J.  Richardson '^082.  3133.3143 There  is  no  military  force 

in  Vancou\er's  Island,  and  only  one  constable  ;  inexpediency  thereof.  Cooper  3597.  3634- 

3644.  3658-3663- Salarv  of  the  constable,  ib.  3671 Larger  military  lorce  required 

at  Red  River  if  directly  under  the  Crown,  Right  Hon,  E.  Ellice  6034,  6035 Troops 

have  on  Ibrnier  occasions  ot  excitement  or  of  disturbance  on  the  frontier  been  sent  to 

Red 
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Military  Force — continued.  ' 

Red  River,  Right  Hon.  E.  ElUce  6034.  6050,  6051 Difficulty  in  mnintaining  a  proper 

military  force  at  Red  River  in  tlie  event  of  a  war  with  the  United  States,  ih.  6O46. 

Explanation  as  to  a  military  force  at  Red  River  liaving  recently  been  applied  for  in 
consequence  of  disturbances  at  Minnesota,  and  of  the  possibility  of  illegal  conduct  on 
the  part  of  the  hulf-breeds  and  Canadian  traders,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  6o<)8-(J055. 

Minerals.     Copper  and  iron  exist  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Lake  Superior,  Sir  G. 

Simpson  917-919 -Tlie  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior  in  Canada  has  been  surveyed  by 

Mr.  Logan,  and  lead  and  copper  have  been  found,  and  worked  for  a  time;  failure  of  the 

mining  coin|janies  adveited  to  hereon,  Sir  J.  Richardson  3092-3106 The  geoJugical 

formation  north  oI'Lake  Superior  is  promising,  ib.  3103.  3108,  3109 Mineral  character 

of  the  country  north  of  Lake  Superior,  CroJ'toii  3294 Report  in  1845  or  1846  by  Sir 

William  Logan  on  the  minerals  around   Lake  Superior,  &c.,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  i^ii^, 
4219. 

Impression  that  the  Company  have  not  endeavoured  to  develop  the  mineral  resources 

of  the  itmUny,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  ti,'^oo Greater  value  of  the  territory  than 

has  been  represenied,  in   resiard  to  mineral  resources,  jRocAe  4464-447 1 Supply  <jf 

copper,  coal,  and  galena  along  the  Cop[)ermine  River  and  the  coast,  King  5697,  5698, 

Witness  has  examined  large  quantities  of  minerals  brought  to  this   country  from  the 

Hudson's  Bay  territory,  Tennant  5746 Minerals  doubtless  exist  there  in  large  quan- 

litits,  but  it  is  very  questionable  whether  they  can  be  worked  profitably,  »6.  5747-5751 

On  the   American  side  of  Lake  Superior  silver  and  copper  exist  more  abundantly 

than  on  the  British  side,  and  the  copper  has  been  extensively  worked,  ?J.  5748,5749. 

5752,  5753 Sinilarity  between  the  features  of  the  mineral  districts  in  British  North 

America  and  in  Siberia,  i6.  5756-575H Existence  and  working  of  mines  of  cryolite 

and  lead  in   Greenland    adverted    to,    ib.  6758-5764 Probable  existence  of  similar 

minerals  in  parts  of  British  North  America  as  have  been  found  in  oiher  countries  of  a  like 
formation,  ib.  5764-5767- Remarks  on  certain   minerals  found  in  Australia,  ib.  5773, 

5774- 

Quotation  of  remarks  from  Sir  John  Richardson's  books  as  to  the  probable  value  of 
the  minerals,  Isbister  6090. 

See  also  Coal.       Copper.        Gold.       Iron.       Malachite.       Plumbago.       Tar. 

Minnesota.     Circumstance  of  there  having  been  a  strong  tendency  to  settle  in  Minnesota, 
but  not  in  the  country  at  Lake  Wmnipeg,  on  the  part  of  the  population  to  the  south  and 

east,  Le/roy  321-325 Circumstance  of  Minnesota  having  been  partly  settled  before 

all  Wisconsin  was  settled,   ^06456-470 Less  rigorous  climate  at  Minnesota  than 

Red  River,  Sir  6r.  Simpson  S^"] Rapid  and  immtnse  increase  of  the  population  in 

Minnesota,  Keriiaghan  2237 Greater  facilities  for  the  spread  of  colonisation  in  Min- 
nesota than  at    th"e    Red    Hiver,   Crofton  325O-3255 Emigration  from  Canada  to 

Minnt'soia  adverted  to,  Hen.  W.  H.  Draper  4068,  4069 The  inducements  to  settle- 
ment in  Minnesota  do  not  apply  to  settlement  at  the  Red  River,  &c.,  Right  Hon.E.  Ellice 
5845-5847-  591 «-59i4-  6039-6041. 
Missionaries  and  Missionary  Settlements.  Circumstance  of  witness  having  recommended  a 
missionary  settlement  between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Rainy  Lake,  Sir  G.  Simp- 
son 846-848 Pariiculais  as  to   the    religious  or  missionary  establishments  in  the 

territory,  and  the  payments  made  by  the  Company  to  them  severally,  ib.  1100-1102 

Reference  to  a  charge  made  by  the  Company  lor  the  passage  and  travelling  expenses  of 
two  missionaries,  ib.  1724-1728. 

Witness  was,  for  about  three  years  (1852-55),  in  charge  of  the  Grand  Rapids  district, 

the  largest  settlement  on  the  Red  River,  C(;rAe«  2651-2661 Acted  as  a  missionary 

of  the  "Colonial  Church  and  School  Society,  and  did  not  receive  any  payment  from  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company,  ib.  2662-2665 ^Statement  as  to  the  Company  having  for 

several  years  prohibiied  the  formati<m  of  a  missionary  station  and  settlement  at  Portage- 
la-Prairie,  on  the  Assiniboitie  River,  ib-  2666-2680 ^Pressure  under  which  the  Com- 
pany have  recently  stopped  their  opposition  to  a  missionary  station  at  Porta-je-ia-Prairie, 

ib.  2680,  2681 Measures,  equivalent  to  a   prohibition,  taken  by  the  Company  with 

reference  to  the  missionary  statiim  at   Ileadingley,  on  llie  Assiniboine  River,  ib.  2682- 

2(i88 Restriciions  placed  upon  the  proceedings  of  missionaries  at  Foit  Alexander,  ib. 

2692,2693 Circumstance  of  agents  of  the  Company  having  more  than  once  stated 

thai  if  mi.osionaries  and  missionary  settlements  increase,  factors  and  fur-trading  posts 
must  decrease,  ib.  2694-2703. 

Facilities  affortled  to  the  missionaries  by  the  Coinpany,  Sir  J.  Richardson  2965^2986, 

2987 At  N<'rway  House  the  missionaries  were  very  useful  to  the  Indians,   Crofton 

3435-3437 '^^^  missionaries  are  paid  by  the  Missionary  Society,  but  have  also  some 

allowance  from  the  Company,  ib.  3439- 

There  are  nineteen  clergvmen  of  ihe  Church  of  England,  besides  witness,  located  ni 

Rupert's  Land,  all  furnished  by  differtnt  societies,  except  the  one  who  is  chaplain  to  the 

0.24— Sess.  2.  3  T  3  Company, 
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Missionaries  and  Missionari/  Settlements — continued. 

Company,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4235-4237 The  missionaries  are  very  devoted 

and  faithful  men,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4251  ;    Caldwell  5575,  5576 They  are  not 

subject  to  any  undue  influence  on  the  ptirt  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Right  Rev. 

Dr.  Anderson  4252 There  are    two    native    Indian  clergymen,  and  one  clergyman 

partly  of  Indian  extraction,  who  are  very  useful,  ib.  4253,  4254.  4423>  4424- 

Explanation  as  to  the  Company  having  opposed  the  settlement  of  Port«ge-la-Prairie, 

on  the  Assiniboine  River,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4349-4355-  4430 Explanation  as 

to  the  opposition  of  the  Company  to  the  formation  of  a   missionary  settlement  at  Head- 

ingley,  ib.  4431-4433 The  Company  imagined  that  the  expenses  of  government  would 

be  increased  by  a  >etilement  «t  Headingley,  ib.  4432,  4433. 
See  also  Church  Missionary  Society. 

Monopoly.  See  Canada,  2.  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  3.  Fur  Trade.  Indians,  6.  7. 
Licence  to  Trade. 

Moose  Fort.     Unproductive  character  of  the  crops  at  Moose  Fort,  Sir  G.  Simpson  748 

Bar  to  cultivation  at  Moose  Fort,  on  account  of  the  climate,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson 

4257-4261 Route  from  Lake  Winnipeg  to  Moose;  there  is  not  much  timber  by  the 

way,  ib.  4307-4320. 

Regulation  restricting  the  issue  of  spirituous  liquor   from   the   Moose  Factory,  App. 
p.  368. 

N. 

Nascopie  Fort.  Statement  as  to  the  situation  of  Fort  Nascopie,  or  rather  of  the  outpost 
of  tiiat  name  ;  whether  on  the  Labrador  Coast  or  not,  it  belongs  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1563-1596 See  also  Indians,  2. 

Native  Population.     See  Indians. 

Navigatio7i  of  the  Lakes  and  Rivers.     It  is  about  500  miles  of  navigation  From  the  southern 

part  of  Liike  Winnipeir  to  Fort  William  or  Lake  Superior,  Sir  G.  Simpson  793-795 

Mateiial   obstruction    to  the    navigation   of   the  river  between    Rainy   Lake    and    Fort 

William,  26.796-801 Impediments  to  the  navigation  from  York  Factory  to  Lake 

Winnipeg,  ib.  842-845 Obstructions,  in  the  shape  of  shoals  and  rapids,  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Assiniboine  branch  of  the    Red  River,  ib.   884-887 Obstacles  to  an 

improvement  of  the   route  from  York    Factory  or    from  Lake  Superior  to  Red  River, 
ib.  1309-1317. 

Impediments  to  a  steam-boat  navigation  of  tlfe  river  running  from  Rainy  Lake  to  the 

Lake  of  Woods,  and  from  thence  to   Lake  Winnipeg,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1431-1445 

'ihe  navigation  from  Rainy  Lake  to   Fort  William,  a  distance  of  300  miles,  is  fit  only 

for  canoes,  ib.  1444,  1445 Adequacy  of  canoe  navigation  for  conducting  the  trade 

between  Canada  and  the  Ri  d  River,  &c.,  ib.  2053-2055 There  are  almost  insuperable 

impediments  to  the  navigation  for  300  miles  out  of  the  500  miles  from  Assiniboia  to  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior,  ib.  2120-2125. 

Circumstance  of  its  being  contemplated   by  some  Auvericans  to  make  a  practicable 
navigation  between    the    Lower  Red    River  and    Lake    Superior,  via    Lake  Winnipeg, 

Kernaghan  '2147,  2148 Coiuemplaied  river  or  canal  communication  between  Lakes 

Winnipeg  and  Superior  further  adverted  to,  ib.  2182-2187.  2222,  2223. 

Doubt  as  to  how  far  the  Red  Rivi  r  may  be  navigable  for  steamers.  Sir  J.  Richardson 

3074 Greater  difficulties  of  navigation   between  Lake  Superior  and  Red    River  than 

formerly  existed  between  Kingston  and  Montrenl,  Crofton  3346-3365 The  travelling 

of  witness  on  three  different  exploring   expeditions  was   all  by  water,  in  canoes  or  boats, 

Sir  G-  Back  3458-3461 Con>iderable  expense  of  removing  the  obstructions  to  the 

navigation  between  Fort  York  and  Red  River,  Cadwell  5622,  5623. 

See  also  Red  River  Settlement,  3.         Superior,  Lake, 

Nipigan  Lake.  Character  of  the  country  between  Fort  William  and  Lake  Nipigan,  and 
bet\\een  Lake  Nipigan  and  Long  Lake,  &c.,  Rae  578-580.  600.  608-617.  629-631. 

North-West  Company.  Reference  to  an  attempt  being  made  at  Toronto  to  get  up  another 
Noitli-west  Company,  and  to  form  a  colonisation  to  the  west  of  Lake  Superior;  inex- 
pediency thereof,  Ross  73,  74. 

During  the  baneful  contest  between  the  Hudson's   Bay  and  the  North-western  Com- 
panies spirits  were  bartered  on   boih  sides,  the  Indians  were  demoralized,  and  there  were 

continual  riots  and  breaches  of  the  peace.   Sir.  G.  Simpson  1648-1^56 Duiing  the 

contest  between  the  Companies  scenes  shocking  10  humanity  occurred,  Sir  J.  Richardson 

2936 The  servants  of  the  North-west  Company  acted  very  kindly  towards  the  first 

expedition  to  which  witness  was  attached,  Sir  Geo.  Back  3515. 

In 
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North-West  Company — continued. 

In  1805  witness  became  connected  with  the  North-west  Company  and  the  X.  Y. 
Company,  the  two  Canadian  companies,  Right  Hon.  E.  Eilice  5776,  5777 Subse- 
quent amalgamation,  in  1820,  of  these  companies  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
ih.  6784. 

See  also  Fur  Trade,  1.  2. 

Norway  House.  '  At  Norway  House,  the  northern  settlement  of  Fort  Cumberland,  there  are 

not  on  an  average  more  than  twenty  permanent  residents,  Lefroy  283 At  Norway 

House  coin  may  be  grown, but  the  season  closes  sooner  ihan  at  Red  River,  Cro/don  3316. 

Route  taken  by  witness  from  Jasper's  House  to  Norway  House,  Miks  4680 Varying 

character  of  the  country  from  Edmonton  down  the  Saskatchewan  to  Norway  House,  io. 
4681-4700. 

iSee  also  Boundaries,  2. 

O. 

Oil.     Probable  quantity  of  oil  brought  from  Hudson's  Bay  to  this  country,  Herd  4629- 
4635- See  also  Fisheries. 

Oregon.     Oregon  was  settled  mainly  from  the  sea,  Ross  86-90,  121,  122 Explanation 

as  to  the  Company  having  certain  possessory  rights  in  Oregon,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1108- 

1124.  1286-1288.  1344-1351 The-  Comnany  brought  about  5,000  acres  of  land  into 

cultivation  in  Oregon,  ib.  1120-1122 Origin  of  the  settlement  of  Oregon  adverted  to, 

Blanshard  5270-5274. 

Settlement  and  cultivation  were  being  largely  carried  out  by  the  Company  in  Oregon, 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  before  the  settlement  of  the  boundaries  with  America, 

Right  Hon.  E.  Eilice  5849.  5931,  5932.  5934 Claim  now  being  prosecuted  before 

Congress  by  the  Hudson's  B;iy  Company  and    Puget  Sound  Company  for  indemnity  for 

the  surrender    of  possessory  rights    m  Oregon,  north    of  the  Columbia,  ib,  5849 

Opinions  of  eminent  Americans  as  to  the  title  of  the  Companies  10  the  possessory  rights 
in  question,  ib. 

Ottawa  River.     Reference  to  the  valley  of  the  Ottawa,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been 

surveyed  anrl   settled,  -Ross  106-115 Ii  is  about  800  ndles  from  the  western  portion 

of  the  Ottawa  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior,  near  the  country  where  a  railway  might  be 
run,  ib.  149. 

Remarks  on  the  increase  of  settlement  on  the  banks  of  the  Ottawa,  nearly  up  to  Lake 
Nipissing,  notwithstanding  the  former  difficulties  of  communication,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper 
4074.  4149-4156 Gieat  improvement  already  made,  and  further  improvement  con- 
templated in  the  navigation  of  the  Ottawa  River,  ib.  4074.  4149-4153. 

Ottawa  and  Lake  Huron  Railway.     Delay  in  the  formation  of  the  Ottawa  and  Lake  Huron 
Railway  adverted  to,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4193-4195. 

Otter  Tail  hake.     American  settlement  at  the  Otter-tail  Lake,  about  150  miles  north  of 
St.  Paul's,  Corbett  2801-2804;  McLaughlin  5008.  5012. 

Outfits  of  Indian  Hunters.     System  of  the  Company  in  regard  to  outfits  to  the  Indian 
hunters.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1007.  1063-1065.  1125-1128. 


Peace.     Importance  of  the  maintenance  of  law   and  order  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory, 
adverted  to  by  the  Committee,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

See  also  Fur  Trade,  1.  2.         Government  by  the  Company,  2.         Indians,  6. 

Peace  River.     A  considerable   population  might  produce  means  of  subsistence  as  high  as 
Peace  River,  upon  the  alluvial  poinis  and  the  skirts  of  the  prairie  land.  Sir  J.  Richardson 

2902.  2913,  2914 Upon  the  alluvial  points  of  Peace  River  grain  might  be  cultivated, 

but  the  wolves  are  a  bar  to  pasturing  sheep  on  the  prairie,  ib.  3125-3127. 

Peguis.     Information  relative  to  Peguis,  chief  of  the  Salteaux  Indians,  who  has  lately  sent 
a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  Caldwell  5589-5591. 

Letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  Aborigines  Protection  Society  to  Mr.  Labouchere, 
dated  7  June  1857,  rtlative  to  an  enclosed  letter  received  by  the  Society  from  Peguis, 

chief  of  the  Salteaux  Tribe  at  Red  River,  App.  p.  444,  445 Statement  that  the  letter 

from  Peguis  was  written  by  his  son,  ih.  444. 
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Peguis — continued. 

Copy  of  the  letter  from  Peguis  ;  complaint  therein  that  the  lands  of  himself  and  his 
tiibe  have  been  taken  away  by  Lnrd  Selkirk  ynd  others  without  the  promi-ed  compensa- 
tion; other  complaints  m  the  letter  against  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  ^^p.  ^.  445, 
446. 

Testimonials  from  Lord  Selkirk  and  Sir  G.  Simpson  as  to  the  friendly  disposition 
always  displayed  by  Peguis  towards  the  Company  and  their  servants,  App.  p.  446. 

Settlement  by  Sir  G.  Simpson,  in  January  1835,  of  an  annuity  of  5/.  upon  Peguis, 
App.  p.  446. 

Felly,  Sir  J.  N,  Letter  from  Sir  John  Pelly  to  Earl  Grey,  dated  9  March  1850,  denying 
the  accuracy  of  a  complaint  thai  the  Hudson's  Bay  Comp:my  furnish  large  quaniities  of 
spirits  10  the  Indians  on  the  north-west  Irnmier  of  the  United  States,  App.  p.  370,  371. 

Pembina.     There  is  an  American  settlement  at  Pembina, and  a  small  garrison  and  fur  post, 

Corbett  2792-2798 Pembina  is  very  near  ihe  boundary  line,  ih.  2799,  2800 There 

is  every  facility  for  settlement  on  the  American  side  of  tlie  fiontier,  ib.  2801. 

Pemmican.     Pemmican,  which  is  composed  of  buffalo  meat  and  tallow,  is  the  main  portable 

food  of  the  Company's  servants,  Sir  G.  Simpson  185,5,   1856.  1859 From  2,000  to 

3,000  cvvt.  are  made  every  year,  ib.  1857- Price  given  by  the  Company  to  the  Indians 

for  pemmican,  Caldwell  5606,  5607. 

Pensioners.  Particulars  as  to  the  enrolled  pensioners,  partly  settlers  and  paitly  troops,  with 
wliom  witness  «ent  out  10  Red  River  in  1848  ;  some  of  them  are  siill  there,  CuWwe/Z 5394- 

54116.  5564,  5565 Promise  of  free  grants  of  land  under  which  the  pensioners  asjreed  to 

go  out  as  emigrants,  ib.  5407-5409.  5556 'I'he  pensioners  relieved  the  garrison  at  Red 

River,  ib.  5553-6555 It  was  found,  on  the  arrival  of  the  pensioners,  tiiai  the  Company 

had  not  sufficient  cultivable  land  to  iiive  them,  and  so,  to  prevent  dissatisfaction,  they 
weie  compensated  in  sums  of  money,  ib.  5557-5563. 

Petitions.     See  Red  River  Settlement,  8.  Toronto  Board  of  Trade. 

Plumbaso.  Good  quality  of  the  plumbago  found  near  Fort  Chipewyan,  Sir  J'.  Richardson 
3083-3085. 

Population.  Witness  delivers  in  a  paper  containing  a  detail  of  the  population  in  the  Com- 
panies' territories,  accoiding  to  a  census  or  esiimate  made  last  year,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1471- 

1473;  and  ilpp.  ;>.  365-367 Estimate  of  158,000,  including  whites  and  half-breeds, 

as  the  total  number  of  souls  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  terriloiy,  App.  p.  367. 

Sec  also  Census.         Indians,  1. 

Portages.     See  Red  River  Settlement,  3. 

Portisla  Prairie.  There  is  a  small  settlement  of  whites  at  Portisla  Prairie,  about  sixty 
miies  from  Red  River;  objection  made  by  the  Company  10  the  formation  of  this  settle- 
ment. Sir  G.  Simpson  1272-1282.  1359-1362. 

Possessory  Rights.     See  Oregon.     Territorial  Rights. 

Posl-Office,  Red  River.  Consideration  of  a  charge  founded  on  a  letter  written  in  December 
1844  by  Mr.  H.  Lane,  then  a  clerk  at  Red  River,  relative  to  new  regulations  requiring 
letters  to  be  sent  open  for  official  perusal  before  posting  ;  any  such  regulations  were  pro- 
bably made  by  the  Government  of  Assiniboia,  and  were  most  likely  disallowed  by  the 
Home  Government,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1895-1920. 

Statement  as  to  the  settlers  having  complained  that  their  letters  are  opened  and  inspected 

by  the  Company's  officials;  belief  in  ihe  truth  of  this  complaint,  Corbett  2880-2888 

Statement  relative    to  a  proclamation    by  the  Governor  of  Assiniboia,    Mr.  Alexander 
Christie,  in  December  1844,  requiring  that  letters  be  sent  open  to  the  post-office;  official 

documents  hereon,  M'Laughlin  4768-4783 Letter  from  Mr.  Lane,  partly  dispensing 

with  the  regulation  in  regard  to  letters  so  far  as  witness  was  concerned,  ib.  4778 The 

Company  refused  to  take  letters  for  Mr.  Sinclair,  unless  he  brought  them  open  10  the  post- 
office,  ib.  4780-4783 Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  instance  of  letters  having  been 

optned  by  ihe  authorities  at  Red  River,  ib.  5015-5018. 

Postal  Communication.     There  are  sixty-seven  postmasters  in  the  Company's  service.  Sir  G. 

Simpson  983 Arrangement  in    regard  to  postal  communication  ;    between  the  Red 

River  and  the  United  States  frontier  there  is  no  regular  arrangement  in  force,  ib.  1882- 

1894.   1921-1953 There  is  a  small  charge  for  conveying  letters,  iJ.   1892,  1893 

Between  the  Red  River  and  England  the  shortest  route  for  a  letter  would  be  by  Pembina 
and  St.  Paul's,  ib.  1953. 

Evidence  relative  to  the  postal  communication  to  and  from  the  Red  River,  Corbett 

2791.  2875-2879 Origin  of  the  monthly  mail  communication  between  Red  River 

and  Pembina,  ib.  2791. 

Prairie 
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Praiiie  Country.  Fine  and  level  character  of  the  country  from  the  \iei\  River  Colony  to  tl'ie 
Rocky  Mountains,  Sir  George  Simpson  840,  841 The  country  along  tiie  Saskatche- 
wan tdwards  Edmontn  is  a  roUini;  prairie,  ih.  851,  852 Fiequent  fires  on  the  pmiries 

adverted  to  in  connexion  with  the  fitntss  of  the  land  for  stttUnieni,  CVSe«  2869.  2871- 

2874 There  is  a  sloping  prairie  country  from  600  to  800  miles  wide  which  is  moslly 

grabs  land,  but  tlie  soil  is  sandy,  and  is  not  rich  enough  to  produce  grain,  Sir  J.  Richard- 
son 2 899-290 r.  2913,  2914. 

Presbyterian  Church.  There  is  a  Presbyterian  Church  at  Red  River,  Right  Rev.  Dr. 
Anderson  4280. 

Price  of  Land.  Practice  in  repjard  to  the  purchase  of  land  from  the  Company  ;  for  5s.  or 
7s.  6d.  an  acre  leases  are  ^'ranted  for  999  years  with  restrictions  merely  upon  tradina;  in 

furs,  isirG.  Simpson   1199-1226.  1285-1291 Evidence  to  the  effiect  ihat  the  price 

of  5s.  or  7s.  6d.  an  acre  for  land  is  m  the  main  merely  .nominal,  inasmuch  as  but  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  settlers  or  squaiteis  make  any  payment  for  1  he  land,  ii.  1762-1785. 

1797-1832.   1861-1870 Price  of  land  at  Red    River, /sJii^er  2519 Lower  price 

charged   for  land  by  the  American  Government  than  by  the   Hudson's  Bay  Company, 

M'Lciushlin  5009-5011 Naiure  of  the  demand  for  land  in  the  Company's  territory, 

CaldweU  5569-5571. See  also  Headingley.     Vancouver  s  Island,  6. 

Private  Trading.     See  Fur  Trade,  8,  9.  13,  14. 

Profits.  Constitution  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  as  regards  the  participation  of  the 
stockholders  and  principal  servants  in  the  profits,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5790-5793-  5802, 

Average  profits  for  the  last  seven  years  ;  how  appropriated,  ih.  5802. 5895-5899 

Since  the  union  of  the  Companies  the  profits  have  averaged  about  twelve  per  cent,  on  the 
capital,  ib. 

Particulars  of  profits  or  dividends  as  distributed  to  the  shareholders  for  the  years 
1847-56;  App.p,\AQ- 

See  also  Capital. 

Proprietary  Riohts.  Witness  when  opposed  to  the  Company  many  years  ago  took  the 
opinions  of  tnany  eminent  lawyers   as  to  their  legal  rights,  and  has,  since  his  connexion 

with  the  Company,  taken  further  eminent  legiil  opinions,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5823 

Conclusion  that  the  proprietary  rights  of  the  Company,  as  given  by  the  charter,  cannot 

be  disputed,  ib.   58-23,  5824 Existence  foimerly  of  several  proprietary   colonies  in 

the   St-dtes;'how   terminated,   ib.  5824.   5922-5928 The  Company  is    the  last  pro- 
prietary  government  in  existence,  ib.   5824 Reference  to  an    Act  passed  in   1690, 

convey'ino-  certain    powers  to   the  Hudson's  Bay   Company  but  for  seven  years  only  ; 
e.vplanatum  hereon  to  the  effect  that  subsequent  Acts  in  1708,  1744,  1803  and  i8i8  have 
contained  clauses  saving  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Company,  ib.  6059-6069. 
See  also  Territorial  Rights. 

Puset  Sound  Agricultural  Company.  The  Puget  Sound  Agricultural  Company  is  an  off- 
shoot of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1124 The  Puget  Sound  Com- 
pany which  cultivates  a  considerable  quantity  of  land  in  Vancouver's  Island,  is  com- 
posed'  of  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Fitzwilliam  2352- 

2355- 

As  reo-ards  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  its  affairs  were  so  much  identified  with  those  of 
the    Hu'dson's  Bay  Company  that  witness  could  never    distinguish  between    the  two, 

Blanshard  5289,  5290- 53>3.  SSH- 5342-5357 Impression  that  Mr.  Douglas  acted 

as  manager  for  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  ih.  5340-5346 Witness  understood  that 

many  settlers  and  labourers  were  introduced  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  though  m 
fact  they  may  have  been  sent  by  the  Puget  Sound  Company,  ib.  5347-5357- 

The  Pu^et  Sound  Company  is  quite    distinct  from   the    Hudson's    Bay  Company, 

Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5849 Origin  of  the  Puget  Sound  Company  in  the  increasing 

I  ^cultivation  north  of  the  Columbia,  ib. 
See  also  Longford,  Captain. 

Q. 

Oueen   Charlotte's   Island.     Queen  Charlotte's    Island  is  less    suitable   than  Vancouver's 

Ishmd    for   settlement.  Cooper  3749-3752 Specimens  of  gold  have   been    brought 

I  from  Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  Tennant  5755. 

Quicksilver.    Valuable  working  of  quicksilver  mines  in  Califomin  adverted  to,   Tennant 
5768-5772. 
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Rae,  Sir  John.  (Analysis  ol' his  Evidence.) — Entered  the  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  in  1833;  passed  ten  years  at  Moose  Factory,  one  year  on  the  Mackenzie 
River,  and  one  season   at  York  Factory,  and  has  been  employed   about   eijiht   years  in 

Arctic  service,  365-367.  ^\i-^\<i, Believes  that  the  country  about  the  Saskatchewan 

is  quite  capable   of  cultivation,  368-371.    449 Obstacles   to   any  settlement   of  the 

Saskatchewan  until  the  country  gradually  settles  up  to  it,  and  communication  is  afforded 

for  dealing  with  the  produce,  368-371 Wituess  left   the  service   of  the  Company  last 

year,  372-374. 

Faiiness  of  the  system  pursued   by  the  Company  in  their  traffic  with  the  Indians,  375 

Higher  payment  given  for  the   less  va]ual>Ie  furs,  such  as  the  mu>k-rat,  in  order  to 

prevent  tiie  finer  and  more  valuable  animals  beini;  killed  off,  376.  502.  559,  560 The 

more  nortiein  portion  of  ihe  territory  is   not  capable  of  agricultural  cultivation  save  as 

regards  barUy,  376,377.391 As  regards   the  trade  in    furs  it  is  essential  that  the 

same  shoidd  be  a  monopoly,  378-384.  414-416 —An  opposition  fur  trade  would  result 

in  the  introduction  (jf  spirits  among  the  Indians,  to  their  great  injury,  and  in  the  exiiaus- 
tion  of  the  trade,  379-384.  414. 

Advantaiie  if  some  arrangement  could  be  .m  ide  whereby  the  Company  should  give  up 
the  lands  capable  of  cultivation,  and  retain  the  hunting  grounds  and  the  districts  fit  for 

notliing  but  the  fur  trade,  385-387.  648 Reference  to  the  fur  trading  establishment 

of  the  Russian  government  on  the  extreme  north-west  pait  of  the  continent,  388-390.  412 

Sundiy  northerly  points  at  which  barley  is  grown,  391 Effect  of  the  constant  ice 

in  Hudson's  Bay  iu  preventing  any  raitig.ition  or  amelioration  of  the  climate  by  clearance 
of  the  woody  country,  395-- — Character  of  the  soil  and  climaie  of  Banks' or  Baring 
island,  and  of  Wollaston  and  Victoiia  Lands,  396-402. 

Explanation  as  to  Colonel  Lefroy's  statement  relative  to  short  supplies   to  the  Com- 
pany's  traders,  403-406 Abundant  supply  generally  of  cbnlies  and   ammimition  for 

trading  with  the  Indians,  407 Supply  of  the  aoods  to  the  Indians  on  credit,  408 

Particulars  as  to  the  prices  put  upon  goods,  with  reference  to  their  prime  cost,  which 
are  bartered  with  the  Indians  in  exchange  for  beaver  skins;  examination  hereon  to  the 
effect  that  by  the  Company's  tariff  a  fair  value  is  placed  ujjon  the  furs,  408-413.  471-511. 
520-560. 

Lartie  earnings  of  the  Indians   by  employment  at  some  of  the  forts  in  summer,  ,408 

The  settlement  of  the  Indians  would  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  fur  trade,  417 

Unsuccessful  attempts  made  at  Moose  Factory  and  other  places  to  effect  a  settlement  of 

Indians,  418-427' Union  going  on   of  the  white  and   Indian  races,  428 South  of 

the  Saskatchewan   River  the    Indians  are   most  free   from  cross  of  any  kind,  429 

Great  impediment  offered  by  the  ice  to  ships  getting  round  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mackenzie 
430-433- 

Difference  between  the  climate  ol'  the  Orkneys  anrl  of  York  on   Hudson's  Bay,  434- 

438 — —Length  of  the  winter  in  the  district  south  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  439-443 Witness 

travelled  fiom  the  Red  River  through  Minnesota  to  St.  Paul's  in  the  winter,  and  found 
the  country  very  level  and  easy  for  iravellinj,  444-447— — Marshy  character  of  the  land 

along  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  450,  451 Excellent  character  of  the  soil  at 

Red  River,  453-455. 

Between  St.  Paul's,  or  rather  Ciow  Wing,  and  Red  River,  there  are  about  450  miles 

unsettled,  456-459.  464 Circumstance  of  Minnesota  IrAving  been  partly  settled  before 

all  Winconsin  was  settled,  456-470 The  prices  of  the   several  kinds  of  beaver  skins 

are  well  known   to  the    Indians,  who   are  very  shrewd  in   their   dealings,  485-499.  527. 

568-572 Modification  of  the  tariff  some  years  ago  in  favour  of  the  Indians,  499,  500. 

520-543 The   Indians  probably  pay,  indirectly,  more  than   200  per  cent,  in   beaver 

skins  over  and  above  the  first  value  of  the  goods,  503-511. 

Character  of  the  wood   in   the   neighbourhood  of  the  Moose  settlement,  515-519 

Process   at   the  Company's  posts  in  regard  to  the  exchange  of  furs  for  goods,  539,  540 

Particulars  as  to   the   number  of  skins  of  different  kinds  which  would  be  required 

for  a  gun,  540-558 Friendly  treatment,  generally,  of  ihe  Indians  by  the  Company's 

servants,  561,  562 Relief  in  clolhes,  medicine  and  food  given  gratuitously  to  Indians 

at  Moose  Factory  during  witness's  residence  there,  562.  673-687 -Spirits  were  never 

harieied  for  i'urs,  but  diams  were  occasionally  given  gratuitously  to  the  hunters,  563- 
567- 

Belief  that  a  self-supporting  colony  could  not  at  present  exist  at  Rainy  Lake  or  other 

more  favourable  districts,  573-576 Character-of  the  country  noith  of  Lake  Superior 

andbetwetn   Fort  William  and  Red  River;  it  is  very  ill   adapted  for  settlement    and  is 

almost    impracticable    for    travelling,    577-601.    604.    608-617.    624-631 Immense 

obstacles   to  the  formation  of  a  railway  from  Canada  to  the  Red    River,  584-586.  501- 

593 The  easiest  route  from  Toronto  to  the  Red  River  is  through  the  States  and  bv 

St.  Paul's,  588-590.  ^ 

With 
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Mae,  Sir  John.     (Analysis  of  his  'Ev\dence)  — continued. 

\\'itli  respect  to  the  copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  tliey  do   not   pay  for  working, 

602,  603.  618-623 A  whale  or  teal  fishery  in  Hudson's  B:iy  could  not  be  established 

with  any  advantage,  632-642 The   country   generiilly   is  quite  unoccupied  save  by 

Indians,  644,  645 Bent-'ficial  result  of  the  resirictions  upon  the  sale  of  spirits,  646, 

647 How  far  the  Company's  interests  can  be  said  to  be  opposed  to  a  system  of  settle- 
ment, 648-654. 

Paitial    success  of  the  settlement    of   Indians  at  the    Red   Hiver,  649.  656-665 • 

Reluctance   of  the  Enolish    half-breeds  to  settle,  655-659 Facility  in  governing  the 

Eniilish  half-breeds,  660,  661 The  haU-breed  population  is  in  some  places   largely 

increasing,  662 Settlement   and  civilisatioi}  of  the  Cherokees  in  the  States  adverted 

to,  666-669 Effect,  iienerally,  of  civilisation  in  leading  to  the  disappearance  of  the  red 

man,  670-672. 

Liberal  practice  of  the  Company  as  reg-^rds  the  provision  of  medical  men  and  the  sup- 
ply of  medicines  for  both  Indians  and  vvhitis,  673-677.  683.  687 PiJictice  in  regard 

to  vaccination,  683 There  is  a  sort  of  debatable  Imd  between   the  North  American 

Indians  and  the  Esquimaux,  as  well  as  between  different  tribes   of  the  latter,  688-693 

The  American  fur  companies  sell  inferior  goods  to  th-  Indians  nearly  at  the  same 

price  as  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  695 Circumstances  of  there  being  a  consider- 
able traffic  in  spirits  on  the  American  side  of  the  frontier,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
United  Stall s  Government,  695-701. 

Railway  Communication.  Evidence  in  favour  of  a  line  of  railway  communication  across  the 
Contment  of  North  America,  which  should  be  a  continuation  of  the  Grand  Trunk  line, 
and  should  pass  by  the  Red  River  Settlement,  and  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  so  on 

to  the  Pacific  and' Vancouver's  Island,  Boss  13-17.  39-4^^-  67-72-  148-155 A  railway 

or  a  good  r>.ad  from  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Reel  R.ver  Settlement  is   the 

best  means  of  opening  up  and   extending  tlie  latter  place,  ib.  17.  67.  126-128 Great 

importince  of  the  contemplated  railway  across  the  Continent,  independently  of  its 
advantage  in  opening  up  the  country,  ib.  72.  151. 

Kr,ormous  phy.sical  obstacles  to  the  formation  of  a  railway  along  the  northern  shore  of 
Lake  Superior  and  across  the  Rocky  Mountains  to   the  Pacific  Ocean,  Lefroy  236,  237 

A  railway  might  easily  he  made  from  Minnesota  to  the   Red  River,  ib.  307-309- — 

Immense  obstacles  to  the  formation  of  a  railway  from  Canada  to  the  R<d  River,  Mae  584- 
586.  591-593- 

Communications  are  being  made  by  railway  from  Chicago  to  several  points,  Kernaghan 

2181 If  there  were  a  railroad  to  Red  River  ii  would  probably  bring  settlers,  though 

not  at  all  to  the  extent  that  settlers  h.ive  gone  to  Illinois,  Sir  J.  Richardson  3071.  3078- 

3081 In  proposing  that  the  Rocky  Mountains  should  limit  the  Carradem  boundaries, 

witness  makes  the  reservation  of  a  right  to  extend  to  the  Pacific  any  future  railway  over 
the  mountains,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  4102.  4104.  4173-4175- 

See  also  Grand  Trunk  Railway  of  Canada. 

Rainy  Lake.     Between   Rainy  Lake  and   the  Lake  of  the  Woods  there  is  some  country 

capable  ot  (Cultivation,  Lefroy  166.  190.  345 Probable  extent  of  the  district  betwee,. 

the  Rainy    Lake  and   the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  i6.  310 Difficulty  of  communication 

with  this  district  from  Lake  Superior,  ib.  31 1 Absence  of  settlement  on  either  bank 

of  the  river  between  Rainv  Lake  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods ;  this  river  forms  part  of  the 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  British  territories,  tb.  342-345- 

Cultivation,  to  a  limited  extent,  might  be  carried  on  to  advantage  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rainy  Lake    River;  examination   hereon.  Sir  G.  Simpson -JH-T^^-  77 5/  ^53:«57- 

87d   1406-1420 Quotation  of,  and  examination  upon,  an  extract  from  a  book  published 

by  witness  in  1847,  wherein  he  speaks  in  very  favourable  language  of  the  natural  advan- 
taols  of  the  river  between  the  R4iny  Lake  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  of  the  banks 

of'the  river  ib.  773-775-  H74.  1406-1420.  1431-1445 No  attempt  has  been  made  to 

?orm  aslulement  at  rLv  Lake,ti.  2114 Insufficiency  of  the  population  with  a  view 

to  settlements  at  Rainy  Lake,  ib.  2116. 

On  the  banks  of  Rainy  Lake  there  are  many  points  which  are  tit  for  settlement  and 

mi-ht    produce  grain.  Sir  J.  Richardson  2909,    2910.   3004-3008 The  country  by 

Lac  la  Pluie  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  is  very  beautiful,  Crojton  3270. 

Rapids  Settlement.     Witness  has  not  heard  of  any  attempt  by  the  Company  'o  establish  a 

settUunent  near  the  Rapids,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4441 ^.^^''^Tlll^^  T 

Governor   of  Rupert's  Land  to  the  formation  of  an  Indian  settlement  at  the   Rapids, 

Caldwell  5585.  5587. 
Reciprocity  Treaties.     Complaint  that  the  colonists,  under  the  Company's  jurisdiction,  were 
not  adrnitted  into  the  Canadian  reciprocity  treaty,  Cooper  3662.  3935. 
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Red  River  Settlement  : 

1 .  Origin  of  the  Settlement ;  its  Expense  to  the  Company. 

2.  Progress  of  the  Settlement  ;  Statixtics  on  the  Suhject. 

3.  Means  of  Commwiication  considered;  Difficulties  hereon. 

4.  Ch/iructer  of  the  Soil  and  Cultivation. 

5.  Climate. 

fj-  Pi  pulatinn  ;  how  composed. 

7.  Trride  with  the  United  States. 

8.  Discontent  among  the  Settlers  ;  Petitions  hy  them. 

9.  Jnucxiition  to  Canada,  or  Formation  into  an  Independent  Colony  considered. 
10.  Suggestions  by  the  Committee. 

1.   Origin  of  the  Settlement ;  tts  Expense  to  the  Company  : 
Grants  by  tlir  Cumpany  of  a  larjie  tract  of  t.rrifory  on  the  Red  River  to  Loid  Selkirk, 
in  June  i8\  I  ;   lefeienoe  to  th<-  deeJ  lieivon  citfii]in<i;  the   territory.  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice 

5779-.-,783 Expensive  iind    unsuccessful  ciiaiacter  of  ihe   Red  River  S  ttletnenc;  it 

was  established  by  Lord  Selkirk,  and  net  by  tlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  «A.  5839,  5840. 

593' The  Couipinv  never  voliniarilv   underto^jk  colonisation  at  Red  River,  i6.  5931 

Expl;inatioii  relative  to  a  sum  of  84,1 1 1  /.   ;is  the  balance  expended  by  the  Company 

in  the  purchase  anH  support  of  the  Red  River  Colony,  ib.  59^5 '.5991' 

■2.  Progress  of  the  Settlement ;  Statistics  on  the  Subject: 
Encoiiiagtmeni  tjjiven  by  the  Company  to  agricuhural  pursuits  on  the  part  of  the  settlers 
!\t  Red  River;  denial  of  the  accur.icv  of  a  staieinent  hereon   by  Mr.  Joiin  M'Lean,  Sir 

G.  Simpson  81 1-8  1  7.  879-882 The  setilement  had  as  large  a  population  twenty  years 

ayo  as  it  fias  now,  Kernaghan  ^237 Outlet  for  produce  and  consequent  inynigration  if 

there  uere  a   fr^  and  good  commimication  to  and   from  ihe  Red  River,  Jsbister  2627— 

2630 Circumstance  of  the   Red  River  settlers  necessarily  drawing  their  supplies  from 

St.  Paul's  in  consequence  of  there  being  no  proper  communication  by  York  Factory  or 
Lake  Superior,  &c.,  6'orJe/i  2737-2742. 

The  want  of  comniunicaiion  is  a  main  obstacle  to  the  colonisation  of  the  Red  River 
district,  Sir  .J.  Richardson  3033.  3149  Great  difficulties  of  land  and  water  commu- 
nication, vvtiich  act  as  a  bar  to  a  profitable  export  of  corn  by  the  half-breeds  at  Red  River, 

Crofton  3242-3245 Belief  as  to  the  willin<rness  ot  the  Company  to  see  liie  Red  River 

country  better  colonised,  ib.  3339-3345 Improbability  of  increased  settlement  about 

Red  River  on  account  of  its  remoteness  and  the  difficulty  of  access,  Caldwell  5373-5392 
Great  improvement  in  the  settlement  whilst  witness  was  there,  ib.  5525.  5527. 

Reference  to  a  paper  {App.  p.  381-385)  drawn  up  in  March  last  by  Mr.  Gunn,  of  Red 
River,  containing  statistics  of  the  colony,  Roche  4544-4548. 

Statistical  account  of  the  colony,  taken  in  May  1856,  and  showing  the  progress  of  the 

colony  since  1849,  App.  p.  ^6;^,  364 Statistics  of  the  population,  i6.  363 Statistics 

as  to,  and   averaue   value  of,  dwellings,  live  stock,  implements,  and  machinery,  ib.  363, 

364 Statistics  of  tlie  courts  of  justice  at  Red   River,  and  of  the  cases  tried  thereat, 

ib.  364. 

Statistics  of  the  colony  as  prepared  by  Mr.  Donald  Gunn,  of  Red  River,  and  enclosed 
in  letter  to  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Canada,  dated  Red  River,  6  March 
1857.  ^PP-  P-  ^^i'^-S^o- 

3.   Means  of  Communication  considered ;  Difficulties  hereon: 

It  is  about  1,000  miles  from  the  Red  River  Settlement  to  the  extreme  portion  of  the 
occupied  part  of  Canada  or  the  Saulte  St.  Marie,  Ross  15 Nature  of  the  commu- 
nication between  the  Red  River  and  St.  Paul's;  large  int;ervening  tract  of  uninhabited 

country,  2i.  31-35.91-98 It   is   from  400  to  500  miles  from  the  settlement  to  the 

nearest  inhabited  part  of  the  United  States,  ib.  31.  91,  92.  98 The  easiest  route  from 

Toronto  to  the  Red  River  is  through  the  States  and  by  St.  Paul's,  Ross  36,  37.  88.  144  ; 
Rae  588-590;  Sir  G.  Simpson  868,  869 Impracticability,  at  present,  of  communica- 
tion between  Toronto  and  the  Red  River  save  through  the  United  States,  Ross  133,  134, 
142-144. 

Witness  tiavelled   from  the  Red  River  through   Minnesota  to  St.  Paul's  in  the  winter, 

and  found   the  country   very  level  and   easy  for  travelling,   Rae   444-447 Between 

St.  Paul's,  or  rather  Crow  Wing,  and  Red  River,  there  are  about  450  miles  unsettled, 

ib.  456-459.  464 From  Canada  to  the  Red  River,  the  only  practicable  route  is  north 

of  Lake  Superior  inland,  by  Foit  William  and  Rainy  Lake,  Sir  G.  i'jmpson  870-873 

Explanation  as  to  some  supplies  for  the  settlement  coming  from  St.  Louis,  ib.  1072. 

Of  the  three  routes  to  Red   River,  that   is,  by  York   Factory,   St.  Peter's,  or   Lake 

Superior,  the  latter  is  by  fur  the  shortest,  and  very  practicable,  Isbister  2529-2533 

Practicability  of  improvmg  the  route  from  Red  River  to  York  Factory,  Corbett  2740. 

2742-2746 The  difficulties  in  the  route  between  Red  River  and  Lake  Superior  are 

by  no  means  insurmountable,  ib,  2746. 

Reference 
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Red  River  Settlement — continued. 

3.  Means  of  Communkation  considered;  Difficulties  hereon — continued. 
Reference  to  the  r.oute  via  Fort  Willinm  to  Lake  Winnipeg  ;  tiie  North-western  Com- 


pany ntcessaiily  got  tlieir  supplies  by  Fort  William,  Sir  J.  Richardson  3042-3052- 
Obstacles  to  an  inexpensive  communication  with  Red  River  l)y  Fort  William,  i6.  30,54- 

306,0.  3136-3138 The  easiest  but  not  the  sa'cst  route  to  Red  River  is  by  St.  Paul's; 

question  as  10  this  route  l)einii  made  more  advantageous,  ih.  3 139-31 41' 

Description  of  the  journey  of  the  troops  commanded  by  wit'iess  in  1846-48,  and  mode 
of  conveyance  of  the  guns  from  Fort  Yoik  to  Rrd   River,   C;o/ifore  3165-3176.  3391- 

3393 Witness  returned  from  the  territory  vi&  Lake  Superior  and  Canada;  this  route 

was  decidedly  easy,  with  the  exception  of  the  portages,  ii.  3181-3189 Particulars  as  to 

the  route  frotii  Red  River  to  Sauh  de  Ste.  Marie,  as  tr.iverseil  by  witness  in  1847;  '^'ic  tital 
distance  is  about  1,126  miles,  and  may  In-  performed  in  thirty-eight  days,  ib.  3255-3267 

Difficulties  in  the  route  from  Red  River  to  Sauk  de  Ste.  Marie,  more  especially  as 

regards  the  portages,  which  are  very  numerous,  ih.  3262-3268.  3284-3293 There  is 

eveiy  facility  for  formins;  a  commtmication  across  ihe  plain  between  the  Red  River  and 
the  Rockv  Mountains,  ib.  3271-3273 The  ctiief  difficulty  to  an  overland  communi- 
cation from  Lake  Superior  to  Red  River  would  arise  from  ih^  swamps,  ib.  3283.  3293. 
3373-3381 Desire  among  the  Scotch  settlers  at  Red  River  for  an  improved  communi- 
cation with  Canada,  ib.  3295-3297. 

Between  water  and  road  a  good  route  might  be  .made  between  Red  River  and  Lake 
Superior,  hut  an  uninterrupted   road  or  river  communication  is  almost  impracticable, 

Crofton  3366-3388 The   route  tiom   Fort  William  to  Red  River  is  better  than  from 

Fort  York,    ib.    3389,  3390 Distance  respectively  between  Fort  William  and  Red 

River,  and  between  Foit  William  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  i6.  3394-3397.  3406-3409- — - 
List  of  poitages  occurring  between  Fori  York  and  Red  River,  from  which  the  naviga- 
tion is  free  from  rapids  to  Lower  Fort  Garry,   on  the  Red  River,  ib.  3396 .The  route 

to  Red  River,  &c.,  by  Fort  York,  is  less  difficult  than  the  Fort  William,  or  any  other 
route,  Sir  G.  Back  3480-3486. 

The  natural  outlet  of  the  Red  River  Settlement  being  through  American  territory,  the 
greater  reason  exists  for  forming  an  outlet  via  tlie   Lakes  and   Canada,   Hon.  W.  H. 

!Z)?-a»er  4063.  4172.  4220 Groimds  for  concluding  that  the  communication  through 

Canada  to  the  Red  River  is  very  feasible,  and  that  the  Canada  route  is  far  preferable  to 

the  route  by  York  Factory,  ib.  4074.   4076 Facility  at   present  for  communication 

between  Canada  or  England  and  the  western  shore   of  Lake  Superior,?/;.  4074.  4152, 

41 53-  4221-4224 Circumstance  of  the  French  some  100  years  ago,  and,  more  recently, 

the  Norih-west  Company  having   used  the  route  from  Fort  William  to  Red  RivM-  fir  the 

tiansmission  of  goods,  ib.  4074.4157-4164 At  present  all  the  trade  of  Red  River  goes 

by  Hudson's    Bay  and    the  United  States,  ib.  4140 Facihties    of   comnmnication 

between  Canada  and  Red  Hiver  sufficient  for  ihe  conveyance  of  troops,  i,6.  4141-4145 

Natural  and  only  course  by  which  the  trade  of  the    Red  River  can  puss  through 

Canada  so    as  to  avoid  transhipment,  ib.  4171,  4172 The  expen-e  of  communication 

between  Canada  and  Red  River  should  fall  upon  tlie  province,  ib.  4192. 

Belief  as  to  the  practicability  of  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  route  from  Lake 

Superior  to  Red    River,   M'Laughlin  495'^-4959-    50o8 -The    Company  have   done 

nothing  to  improve  the  route  to  Red  River;  it  is  not  their  object,  ib.  4958. 

Great  difficulties  of  the  route  from  York  Factory  to  Red  River,  as  travelled  by  witness 

and  his  family  when  going  and  returning,  CaWwe/Z  5376.  5615-5623 There  are  33 

poitages  on  the  route  fiom^Fort  York  10  Red  River,  ib.  5621. 

Immense  obstacles    to  a  proper   means  of  communication   between  Canada  or  Lake 

Superior  aud   Red  River,  Risiht  Hon.  E.  E///ce  5838.  5908.  5914-5921 The  natural 

communication   with    the  Red   River   is    evidently  through  America,   ib.   5838.  5908. 

6040   6044 As  regards  communication  with  Red  River,  means  ot  getting  as  tar  as 

Lak"e' Superior  by  vessels  have  existed  for  years,  ib.  5916-5920 Further  reference  to 

the  difficulties  of  communication  with  Red  River;  remarks  on  the  circumstance  ot  the 
Canadian  Government  having  voted  5,000/.  for  improving  the  route  by  Lake  Winnipeg 
and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  ib.  5950-596o. 

Passages  in  the  statements  laid  by  Messrs.  M'Donell,  Gladman,  and  Dawson,  before 
the  select  committee  in  Canada  relative  to  the  means  of  communication  with  the  Red 
River  colony  and  other  places,  App.  p.  388-393-  399>  400. 

4.  Character  of  the  Soil  and  CuUivation  : 

The  country  round   the  Red  River  is  said  to  he   very  good  land,  and  very  suitable 

for  settlement,    Ross   12 Favourable   character  of  the   land    for  cultivation,  Lejroij 

164,  165.   194-204.  246.  253;   Corbett  2712-2716 Excellent  character  of  the  soil  at 

Red  River,  Rae  453-465' 

Uncertainty  of  the  crops  at  Red  River  Settlement;  reference  hereon  to  the  necessary 
importation  of  corn  some  years  ago,  Sir  G.   Simpson  719-723.  802-810.  875.  2117- 
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4.  Character  of  the  Sail  and  Cultivation — continued. 

•ilig— — Naiuri^  of  the  soil;,  about  a  mile  from  the  banks  the  alluvial  soil  almost  ceases, 

and  cultivation  is  impracticable.  Sir  J.  Simpson  7-29..  818-827 Reference  to  the  waste 

of  manure  at  tlie  settlement,  ib.   849,  850 'The  crops  are  usually  taken  in   August, 

before  the  winter  sets  in,  zJ.  960-962 The  land  from  about  a  niile  beyond  tlie  banks  of 

the  river  has  been  ex|ierimentefl  upon,  and  has  proved  not  p;ood,  ib.  1794-1796 The  soil 

is  alluvial,  Cotbett  2723 The  Red  River  district,  is  ai  least  1,000  leet  above  the  level 

of  the  sea,  which  altitude  is  a  threat  element  aoainst  cultivation,  Sir  J.  Richardson 
3081. 

Excellent  crops  gro^^n  at  Red  River,  Croydon  3201-3204  ;   Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson 

4257.  4260 The  soil  is   peculiarly  fit  for  auriciilture,    and   might   maintaiii    a   very 

large  colony,  Croftun  3205-3210 Swampy  character  of  the  country  about  Red  River, 

Caldwell  .5562,  5563 Capabiliiy  of   cultivation   sufficient  to  support  a  considerable 

populaiion,  ib.  5566 Barren  and  marshy  character  of  the  soil  except  on  the  banks  of 

the  river,  Right  Hon.  E,  Ellice  5847.  6037. 

5.  Climate  : 

At  Red   River  the  winttr  lasts  for  five  and  a  half  months.   Sir  G.  Simpson  744 

Provable  amrlioration  of  tlie  climate  in  consequence  of  the  cultivation,  Isbister  2577 

Remarks  relative  to  the  climate  of  the  Red  River  colony  ;  it  is  about  the  same  as  that  of 
Upper  Canada,  Crofton  3190-3204— — Unfavourable  character  of  the  climate,  Right 
Hun.  E.  Ellice  5847. 

Statistics,  pripaied  by  Mr.  D.  Gunn,  of  the  progress  of  tiie  seasons  and  stale  of  the 
weather  at  Red  River  colony,  from  1  June  1^5,5  to  31  May  1856,  App.p.  384,  38.5. 

6.  Population;  how  composed : 

How  the  population  formiiu',   the  Red   River  Settlement  is  composed,  Lefroy  191 

In  1843  or  1844  t'i«^  population  o(  the  settlement  was  about  5,000,  ib.  282.  353-355 

The  population  at  Red   River  is  now  about  8,000,  including  Indians,  Sir  G.  Simpson 

83:3-836 Reference  to  a  paper  containing  an  account  of  ihe  Red  River  population; 

the  total  of  whites  and  Indians  is  8,000,  ib.  1461-147O General  character  of  the  Red 

River  Indians  and  settlers;  about  two-thirds  are  huntvr--,  Sir  J.  Richardson  2962.  2973- 
2975-  2984,  2985. 

Statistical  account  of  the  population  re-pectively  in  1849  and  1856,  App.p.  363. 

7.  Trade  luith  the  United  States: 

Increase  in  the  creneral  trade  of  Red   River   with   the  United   States,  Sir  G.  Simpson 

1695-1697 Circumstanc3  of  500  waggons  of  good-i  having;  sone  from  the  Red  River 

Settlernent  to  St.  Paul's  or  St.  Anihony's  last  season,  returning  with  goods  of  American 

or  British   manufacture,  Kernaghan   2134.   2156,  2157.   2170 Complaint  in  regard  10 

the  duties  in  America  on  the  British  goods  taken  back  to  lied  River  ;  such  duties  would 
have  been  avoided  by  a  dir<  ct  route   to  the   seitlement  ihrouLrh  Canada,  ib.  2135  et  seq. 

-Circumstance    of  its  having  been  rumoured  that  the  Company  were  anxious  to  stop 

the  Red  River  traders  from   taking   their   t:;oods  to  St.  Paul's,  ib.  223,5,  2236 Fiscal 

obstacles  to  the  extension  of  trade  between  the  Red  River  and  the  United  Stales,  Isbister 
2599-2606. 

8.  Discontent  among  the  Settlers ;    Petitions  by  them  : 

Belief  that  but  for  trade  agitatois  the  colonists  at  Red  River  would  be  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  government  of  the  company,  Sir  G-  Simpson  1319,  1320. 

Refeience  to  a  petition  from  the  Red  Rivi  r  settlers  lo  the  Colonial  Office,  presented  by 
witness  some  years  ago;   belief  as  to   the  accuiacs'  of  the   statements  urged  at  the  time 

in  support  of  the  petition,  Isbister  2459-2467 Dissatisfaction  of  the  settlers  with  the 

government  of  the  Company  ;  petition  by  the  settlers  to  the  American  Government  adve:ted 
to  hereon,  ib.  2552-2559. 

Statement  relative  to  a  report  l)y  witness,  on  his  return  to  England  in  1848,  upon 
certain  complaints  made  by  settlers  at  Red  River;  data  on  which  ho  answered  nine  or 
ten  questions  with  reference  to  Mr.  Isbisier's  memorial,  Crofton  3412-3430. 

Explanation  relative  to  a  petition  from  Red  River,  siened  by  about  600  persons,  and 
recently  presented  to  the  Canadian  Pailiament,  complaining  of  the  rtvle  and  monopoly  of 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,   Roche   4548-4558.  4561 Statement  by  the  petitioners 

that  they  have  represented  their  grievances  to  the  Imperial  Grovernment  without  effect, 
ib.  4556,  4557.  4562-4564. 

Witness  left  the  Hudson's  Bay  Teriitoiy  in  184O  ;  had  been  at  Red  River  for  five  years, 
carrying  on  business  as  a  general  tradei,in  conjunction  with  his  uncle,  M' Lawg A/in  4710- 

4726 Was  never  in  tlie  service  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  but  has  transacted 

business  for  them,  ib.  4712.  4717,  4718.  4913-4919 Reference  to  a  letter  written  by 

witness 
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8.   Discontent  amongst  the  Settlers;  Petitions  hy  them — continued. 

witness  in  1850,  to  the  settlers  at  Red  River,  enconragitii^  them  to  upliold  th(  i.-  rights  of 
tmde,  independently  of  interference  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com[)any,  M'Laughlin  ^"j-^i- 
4734- 

Tianquil  condition  of  the  seitleinent  in  1855,  Caldwell  ^3^'^' Considerable  excite- 
ment in  the  colony,  more  especially  in  1849,  on  account  of  the  Company's  nioiiopoly  of 
trade  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  hand  the  attempts  of  the  half-breeds  to  carry  on 
an  illicit  trade,  ib.  5528-5552.  5593-5599- 

Witness  lays  before  the  Committee  {App.  p.  437-439)  a  petition,  signed  by  some 
hundreds  nf  the  inhabitants  of  Red  River,  and  presented  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Canada;  it  has  been  forwarded  to  witness  by  Mr.  Macbeth,  a  member  of  the  Asseinbly, 
Isbister  6094-6098. 

Petition  signed  by  Roderick  Kennedy  anil  574  others,  inhabitants  and  natives  of  the 
settlement,  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Canada,  complaining  of  the  rule  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  and  praying  that  measures  be  taken  for  extending  to  the 
setlement  the  protection   of  the  Canadian  Government,  laws,  and  institutions,  App. p. 

437-439- 

9.  Annexation  to  Canada,  or  Formation  into  an  independent  Colony  considered : 
Obstacle  to  the  settlement  being  governed  or  administered   by  the  Canadiwn  Govern- 
ment, Boss  17.  124-143 Inexpediency  of  forming  the  settlement  into  a  separate  terri- 
tory for  self-government,  ib.  135-141 The  f.aturai  affinities  of  the  settlement  are  with 

the  valley  of  the  Missouri,  and  not  with  the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  Lefroy  238,  239. 

Advantage  of  aggregating  the  Red  River  to  Canada,  rather   than  of  forming  it  into  a 

separate  government  and  colnny,   Isbister  2534-2549 Increased  value  of  propeny  at 

Red  River,  if  the  settlement  were  annexed  to  Canada,  ib.  2625-2627. 

Reference  to  a  report  by  Mr.  Coltman  in  1819,  upon  the  government  of  the  Red  River 
Settlement;  suggestion  therein  for  a  transfer  of  the  Government  from  the  hands  of  the 
Company,  Hon.  PV.  H.  Draper  4080.  417^. 

Belief  that  terms  for  a  transfer  of  the  colony  to  Canada  might  easily   be   arranged. 

Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5839 Preliminary  steps  necessary,  if  this    country    were    to 

establish  a  colony  at  Red  River;  means  of  government,  11  military    force,   settlers,   and 

communications   must   be  found,  ib.  6033-6046 Sundry  obstacles  and  considerable 

expense  which  would  attend  the  formation  of  an  independent  British  colony  at  the  Red 
River,  ib. 

10.  Suggestions  by  the  Committee : 

The  Committee  consider  that  the  Red  River  district  is  among  those  likely  to  be  desired 
by  Canada  for  early  occupation,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

In  case  Canada  should  not  be  willing,  at  a  very  early  period,  to  undertake  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Red  River  district,  it  may  be  projier  to  consider  whether  some  temporary 
provision  for  its  administration  may  not  be  advisable,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

See   also  Administration    of  Justice.  Artisans.  Banking    Accommodation. 

Canada,  ^.9,10.  Colonisation  and  Settlement.  Conveyance  of  Land.  Currency. 
Distillery,  Red  River.  Doll,  Mr.  Duties  on  Imports.  Education. 

Emigration.  Exports  and  Imports.  Floods.  Freights.  Fuel.  Govern- 
ment by  the  Company.  Half-breeds.  Indians,  5.  Military  Force.  Naviga- 
tion of  the  Lakes  and  Rivers.  Pensioners.  Post  Office,  Red  River.  Roads. 
Selkirk,  Lord.         Thorn,  Adam.         Timber.  United  States. 

Reliance,' Fort.  Exceeding  coldness  of  the  climate  at  Fort  Reliance  ;  the  soil  as  well  as  the 
climiite  renders  cultivaiion  impracticable,  Sir  G.  Back  3471-3477-  3499-3501- 

Religious  Instruction.  The  chaplains  in  the  territory  are  paid  by  the  religious  societies  to 
which  they  belong  as  well  as  by  the  Compiiny  ;  their  keeping  a  school  depends  upon  the 
inftructions  of  the  society  and  not  of  the  CompMny,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1250-1254. 

Reference  to  and  explanation  of  the  bequest  of  1 0,000  Z.  by  Mr.  Leith  ;  it  was  left  for 
the  purpose  of  extinding  the  Protestant  religion  in  and  amongst  the  native  aboriginal 
Indians  of  Rupert's  Land,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1332-1343.  1449-1459. 

Authority  for  the  statement  that,  practically,  the  Company  do  not  promote  religious 
instruction,  and  that  their  donations  to  missionaries  aie  given  with  the  view  that  the 
latter  may  shut  their  ejes  to  the  obstructions  offered  by  the  Company  to  the  settlement 
of  Indians  around  the  missionaries,  Isbister  2485-2499.  2550,  2551. 

Regulations  of  the  Company  in  regard  to  religious  worship  on  the  sabbath,  App. 
p.  36s. 

See   also    Christianity.         Church   Missionary    Society.         Churches.  Education. 

Missionaries  and  Missionary  Stations.         Vancouver's  Island,  10. 
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Representative  Government.  Tlie  settlers  at  Red  River  consider  that  they  should  have  a 
voice  in  representing  their  giievances,  or  in  fact  a  representative  government,  Corbett 
2809,  2810. See  also  Vancouver's  Island,  i9,  20. 

Richardson,  Sir  John,  c.B.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  made  three  several  journeys 
through  the  territories  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  is  in  1819,  in  18-25  and  in 
1848;  has  passed  altogether  about  seven  years  in  tiie  country,  2889,  2890.   2893-2897 

Is  not  in  any  way  I'onnected  with   the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  2891,  2892 

General  description  of  the  country,  10  the  eflPect  that,  save  in  a  few  places  and  to  a 
slight  extent,  it  is  not  capable  of  cultivation  or  fit  for  settlement,  2898  et  seq. 

In  some  favourable  places  wheat  may  be  grown  up  to  the  58th  parallel  of  latitude, 

2898 Division  of  the  country  east  ot   the  Rocky  Mountains  into  three  distiicts,  all 

more  or  less  unfit  for  cultivation,  2899-2903 There  is  a  sloping  prairie  country  from 

600  to  800  miles  wide,  which  is  mostly  lir.is?  land  ;  but  the  soil  is  sandy  and  is  not 
rich  enough  to  produce  grain,  2899.  2901.  2913,  2914. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan  the  soil  is  not  cultivable  save  at  a  few  points,  and 
the  district  about  the  Pas  is  intersected  with  lakes,  and  is  frequently  flooded,  2901.  2911- 
2913— — The  noith-eastern  poriion  of  the  continent  does  n(jt  coniain  any  wood,  and  will 

not  produce  grain  under  any  circumstances,  2901 A  considerable  population   might 

produce  means  of  subsistence  as  high  as  Peace  River  upon  the  alluvial  points  and  the 
skirts  of  the  prairie  land,  2902.  2913,  2914. 

Until  the  settlement  of  Canada  has  advanced  to  the  Red  River  and  roads  have  been 
opened,  it  is  very  unlikely  that  any  settlement  will   take  place  beyond  the   Red    River, 

2902.  3033 The  limestone  in  the  prairie  contains  a  larue  quantity  of  niascnesia  and  is 

not    leriile,  2903 Circumstance   of  cultivation  and  settlement  at  Fort  Cumberland 

having  advanced  only  in  a  very  small  degree,  2903.  3010-3023 The  greater   part  of 

the  country  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Superior  is  rocky  and  entirely  destitute  of  soil, 
2904-2906. 

Between  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior  and  Lake  Winnipeg,  after  passinsj  Dog  Lake, 

the  land  has  no  particular  capabilities   for  settlement,   2907,   2908 On  the  banks  of 

Rainy  Lake  there  are  many  points  which  are  fit  for  settlement  and  might  produce  grain, 

2909,   2910.  3004-3008 Inferior   character   of  the  coal  on   the    Saskatchewan  and 

Mackenzie,  2915,  2916 There  is  much  wood  along  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan, 

but  out  on  the  prairie  there  is  no  timber  wiiatevei,  2917,  2918. 

Almost  everywhere  north  of  fifty-seven   degrees  of  latitude  a  portion  of  the  ground  is 

permanently  Irozen,  2921,  2922 The  temperature   is  milder  on  the  west  than  on  the 

east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but  is  less  mild  than  the  temperature  of  Europe  in  similar 

latitudes,  2922.  2928-2933 Gieater  depth  of  frost  according  as  the  timber  is  cleared 

and  the  country  becomes  open,  2923-2925 At  Fort  Franklin,  on  the  Great  Bear  Lake, 

the  winter  may  be  said  to  last  for  ten  months,  2926,  2927 Throughout  a  great  part  of 

the  country  the  trees  are  frozen  to  the  heart,  2934,  2935. 

Illustration  of  the  beneficial  influence  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  over  the  Indians 

since  witness  first   visited  the  country  in   1819,-  2936 Marked  improvement  in   the 

Indians  during  the  last  thirty  years,  2936.  2963 Good  wages  received  by  the  Indians 

in  the  service  of  the  whites;  how  paid,   2936-2941 Dissatislaction  among  some  of 

the  half  castes  at  Red  River  with  the  monopoly  of  the  fur  trade,  2942.  3128 Obstacles 

to  the  administration  or  government  by  Canada  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territories,  2943- 
2945-  2956-2961. 

Anticipated  interiupiion  to  the  present  peaceful  state  of  the  country  if  it  were  annexed 

to  Canada  and  the  fur  trade  thrown  open,  2945.  2960,  2961 At  Fort  Franklin  and 

other  places  witness  has  necessarily  lived  for  several  monihs  on  fish,  and  frequently  passed 

two  or  three  days  without  any  food,  2946-2955 Provided  means  be  taken  to  preserve 

order  and  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  spiiituons  liquors,  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
attaeh  to  Canada  the  Red  River  or  any  other  district  available  lor  settlement,  2956-2961 

General   character  of  the   Hed    River  Indians  and   settlers;    about   two-thirds  are 

hunters,  2962.  2973-2975.  2984,  2985. 

Opportunity    given   to  the   Indians   to  settle   where  they  please,   2964 Facilities 

afforded  to   the   missionaries  by  the  Company,   2965.    2986,   2987 Great  difference 

between  different  tribes  of  Indians  in   regard  to  civihsation  or  settlement;  particulars 

hereon,  2966-2985 Difficulty  of  christianising  the  Sotoos,  a  tribe  of  the  Crees,  or  of 

making  them  cultivators  of  the  soil  instead  of  hunters,  2966-2983 The  Crees  in  the 

lower  part  of  the  Saskatchewan  are  very  different  from  those  on  the  upper  part  and  are 
more  easily  civilised,  2980-2983.  ' 

Instances  of  famine  and  starvation  among  the  northern  Indians,  in  consequence  of  bad 

hunting  seasons  and  the  barrenness  of  the  soil,  2988-2991.  3002,  3003 Practice  in 

regard  to  the  supply  of  ammunition  to  the  Indians;  the  Company  do  not  barter  it   and  if 

possible  always  supply  it  when  wanted,  2992-3001 Wiih  reuard  to  the  land  borderino 

on  the  River  Winnipeg,  it  is  not  fit  for  cultivation,  3009 There  was  an  Indian  village 

above  Cedar  Lake,  on  the  Saskatchewan,  when  witness  was  last  in  the  country,  and  the 

Indians 
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Indians  were  to  a  certain  extent  agriculturists,  3023-3027 All  settled  Indians  partly 

ding  to  hunting,  3028. 

Circumstance  of  there  having  formerly  been  two  governors  in  the  territory.  Governor 

Williams  and  Governor  Simpson,  3029-3032 ^The  want  of  communication  is  a  main 

obstacle  to  ihe  colonisation  of  the  Red  River  district,  3033.  3149 Large  district  along 

the  north  side  of  Lake  Superior  and  between  it  and  Red  River  wiiich  must  be  occupied 
before  settlers  will  flock  to  Red  River,  3033-3041— — Reference  to  the  route  vid  Fort 
William  to  Lake  Winnipeg ;  the  North-western  Company  necessnrily  got  their  supplies  by 

Fort  William,  3042-3052 The  route  by  Fort  William  is  all  canoe  work;  it  has  not 

been  improved  of  late  years,  3053-3058 Obstacles  to  an  inexpensive  communication 

with  Red  River  by  Fort  William,  3054-3060. 

Increasing  and  populous  American  settlements  on  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan  and 
throughout  Illinois,  adverted  to  as  mainly  resulting  from  steamboat  and  railroad  commu- 
nication, 3061-3072 If  there  were  a  railroad  to  Red  River  it  woidd  probably  bring 

settlers,  though  not  at  all  lo  the  extent  that  settlers  have  gone  to  Illinois,  3071.  3078- 

3081 Doubt  how  far  the  Red  River  may  be  navigable  for  steamers,  3074 If  the 

territories  were  thrown  open  for  colonisation,  sfiirits  would  probably  be  generally  intro- 
duced, 3075,  3076 Spirits  used  not  to  be  had  in  the  interior,  3077 Any  set^tiement 

extensively  would  require  the  proteciinn  of  a  military  force,  3082.  3133.  3143. 

Good  quality  of  the  plumbago  found    near  Fort  Chipewyan,  3083-3085 Slight 

alluvial  deposit  left  by  the  floods,  3086-3088 Permanent  ice  on   some  of  the  lakes, 

3089 Improvement  of  the  climate  if  the  marshes  and  swamps  were  drained,  3090, 

3091 There  has  been  no  geological  survey  of  the  territory;  advantage  of  such  survey 

with   a   view  to  the   discovery   of  minerals,  3092.   3108,  3109 The  north  shore  of 

Lake  Superior,  in  Canada,  has  been  surveyed  by  Mr.  Logan,  and  lead  and  copper  have 
been  found  and  worked  for  a  time;  failure  of  ihe  mining  companies  adverted  to  hereon, 

3092-3106 Probability  of  the  existence  of  minerals,  3103.  3108,  3109 There  is  a 

large  copper  district  on  each  side  of  the  Coppermine  River,  31 10-31 13. 

Further  reference  to  the  coal  on  the  Saskatchewan  and  Mackenzie  as  being  very  in- 
ferior, 31 14-3119 On  Parry's  Islands,  &c.,  there  are  some  secondary  coal  formations, 

3119-3121 Extent  of  cultivation  at  Fort   Liard  and   Fort  Simpson,  3122-3124 

Upon  the  alluvial  points  of  Peace  River  grain  might  be  cultivated,  but  the  wolves  are  a 
bar  to  pasturing  sheep  on  the  prairie,  3125-3127. 

Power  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  still  to  preserve  their  authority  in  the  country, 

provided  the  fur  trade  is  not  thrown  open,  3128-3130 Unless  the  fur  trade  is  thrown 

open,  settlers  are  not  likely  to  establish  themselves  in  the  country,  3129.  3133 The 

trade  may  be  kept  closed  until  settlement  advances  nearer,  3131 Settlement  at  Red 

River  need  not  interfere  with  the  trade  ;  the  Indiana  there  might  be  removed  further  north, 

3132-3134.  3144-3148 Competition  on  the  frontier  between  the  United  States  and 

Hudson's  Bay  Companies,  3135. 

Further   reference  to  the   difficulty  of  improving   the  cimimunication  between  Lake 

Superior  and  Red  River,  3136-3138 The  easiest,  but  not  the  safest,  route  to  Red 

River  is  by  St.  Paul's  ;  question  as  to  this  route  being  made  more  advantageous,  3139- 

3141 Extensive  settlement  would  probably  injure  the  fur  trade,  and  would  require  a 

strong  government  to  preserve  tranqudlity,  3142,3143 Question  as  to  the  advantages 

and  practicability  of  canal  communication  between  Lake  Superior  and  Rainy  Lake, 
3150-3158. 

Roads.  Statement  as  to  the  expediency  in  the  first  instance  of  making  a  good  broad  road 
to  ihe  Red  River,  Sec,  and  laying  out  allotments  on  either  side  for  settlers,  Ross  1  J.  67. 

126-128 The  Company  do  not  make  roads  at  Red  River,   hut  contribute  their  share 

of  the  tax  for  the  purpose,  Sir  G.    Simpson  1990-1993 Reference  to  complahits  by 

settlers  as  to  the  absence  of  improvement  of  the  roads,  &c.,  Corhett  2759-2763.  2775. 
See  also  Red  River  Settlement,  3. 

Roche,  Alfred  Robert.  (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Has  resided  in  different  parts  of 
Canada  for  tlie  last  sixteen  years,  4451,  4452 Is  fourth  clerk  in  the  Provincial  Secre- 
tary's Department,  4453-4435 -Instructions  from   the  Canadian  Government  under 

which  witness  has  come  to  this  coimtry  in  connexion  with  Jhe  mission   of  Chief  Justice 

Draper,  4456,  4457 Nature  of  witness's   oppi)rtunities  ibr  obtaining  a  knowledge  of 

the  Hiidson's  Bay  teiritory  ;  he  has  never  been  there,  4458-4464. 

Greater  value   of  the  territory  than   has  been   represented,  in   regard  to  its   mineral 

resources,  4464-4471 Adverse   feeling  of  Canada  towards  the  government  of  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company,  4472,  4509,  4510 General  'feeling  throughout  Canada  that 

the  territory  belongs  to  that  country,  or  should  be  annexed  to  it,  4472-4496 — --State- 
ment by  Mr.  Vancoughnet,  president  of  the  executive  council,  that  Canada  claims  the 
territory  up  to  the  Pacific,  4472,  4473. 
0.24— Sess.  2,  3  X  Reference 
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Reference  to  a  report  by  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  which  has  been  presented 
to  the   provincial   parliament,  and  which  contemplates  a  settlement  by  Canada   of  the 

praiiies  of  the  Saskatchewan  and  Red  River,  4476-4484 Disposal  already  of  the 

greater  part  of  the   available  land  in  the  western  parts  of  Canada ;  hence  the  desire  to 

settle  the   prairie  country  of  the  Hudson's   Bay  territory,  4484,  448/;.  4498-4508 

Although  Canada  claims  the  territory  up  to  the  Pacific,  their  main  object  is  a  settle- 
ment of  the  country,  more  especially  as  far  as  the  Rocky  Mountains,  4486-4497. 

Feeling-  in  Canada  that  the  rights  of  the  Company  should  be  abolished,  and  the  trade- 

with   the   Indians  thrown  open,  4509-4511 Consideration    of  the   effect  npon   the 

Indians  if  the   territory  were  annexed  to  Canada,  and  the  trade  opened  ;   belief  that  by 

restrictions   upon  the  sale  of  spirits  the  Indians  would  prosper,  4512-4543 increase 

in  the  number  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Indians  in  certain  parts  of  Canada,  4525- 
4539- 

Reference  to  a  |~.aper  {.App.  p.  381-385),  drawn   up  in  March  last  by  Mr.  Guiin,  of 

Red   River,  containinir  statistics  of  the   colony,  4544-4548 Explanation  relative  to 

a  petition  from  Red  River,  signed  by  about  600  jjersons,  find  recently  presented  to  the 
Car.adian  Parliament,  complainmg  of  the  rule  and  monopoly  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, 45^8-4558.  4561 Statement  by  the  petitioners  that  they  have  represented  their 

grievances  to  the  Imperial  Government  without  effect,  4556,  4557.  4562-4564. 

Reference  to  the  committee  now  sitting  in   Canada   for  inquiry,  among  other   tilings, 

into   tiie  validity  of  the   Company's  charter,   4558-4561 The   committee  will   soon 

make  their  report,  4561 Authoriij'  and  objt-ct  of  the  colonial   legislature  in  directing 

the  inquiry  referred  to,  4565. 

Rocky  Mountains.     Doubt  as  to  the  altitude  of  the   Rocky  Mountains,  Lefroy  295-297 

Particulars  as  to  the   passes  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,   more  especially  that  by 

Mount    Hooker;    they  are   all  very   difficult,    Miles    4673-4676.    4701-4709 The 

Kootanais   pass,  in  the  American  territory,  is  crossed  over  in  -wagsons,  ib.  4706,  4707 

There  are  three   passes  over  the  mountains:  one  throug'n    the    Peace   River   nhich 

flows  right  through  the  mountains,  one  from  the  northern  branch  of  the  Saskatchewan, 
and  one  from  the  southern  branch  which  may  be  crossed  in  wheel  carriages,  Is/Aster 
6092-6094. 

Roman-catholic  Clergy.      Payment  of  1 00  I.  a  year  to  a  Roman-catholic  bishop  in   Oregon, 

Sir  G.  Simpson  1  102-1 107 Tin  re  are  Roman-catholic  clergynieii  at  Red  River,  &c., 

with  a  bishop  at  their  lieail,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Anderson  4281. 

Ross,  John.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  b.-en  a  member  of  the  Canadian  Parliament 

since  1848,  and,  in  different  capaciti(S,  a  member  of  the  Canadian   government,  1-4 

Has    paid  considerable    atiention    10    the   state  of  the    Hudson's    Bay   territ<jry,    more 

especially  in  so  far  as  the  interests  of  Canada  are  affected   theieby,  (j Has    been  on 

the  border,  of,  but  not  in,  the  territory,  7.  12 Is  at  the  head  of  the  Trunk  Railway  of 

Canada,  8. 

Within  the  last  year  a  regular  discussion  has  arisen  up  in  Canada  upon  the  question  of 

opening  up  the  teiritory,  10.  16 Feeliniiin  Canada  tiiat  the  control  cf  the  Hudson's 

Bay  Company  prevents  the  extension  of  settlement  aid  civilisation,  10 Witness  con- 
siders that  it  would  be  a  very  great  calamity  if  the  control  of  the    Company  were   alto- 

getiier  to  cease,  ih. Constant  peace  within  the  territory  through  the  operations   of  the 

Company,  ib. Constant  war  on  the  other  hand  between  the  naiives  of  the  American 

teriitory,  on  the  one  side,  and  tlie  Indian  tribes  on  the  other,  10.  140,  141. 

Suggestion  that  so  fast  as  tiie  Canadian  Government  might  wish  to  open  up  any  part 
of  the  territory  for  settlement,  they  should  give  noiice  thereof  t)  the  Company,  who 
should,  within  a  certain  period,  surrender  the  territory  mdicated,  11.  55.  59. 

Witness  has  heard  that  at  the  west  of  Lake   Superior  ih^re   is   some   land    that    niioht 

very  well   be  settled,  12 The   couinry  round   the  Red  River  is   also  said  to  be  very 

good   land,    and    very  suitable   for   settlement,  ib. The  country  generally,  from  Lake 

Siipeiior  10  the  Red  River,  is  noi  adapted  for  settlement,  being  broken  and  intersected  by 
swamps  to  a  vciy  o-icat  extent,  12.  147. 

Evidence  in  favour  of  a  line  of  railway  communicitiun  across  the  continent  of  North 
America,  which  should  be  a  continuation  df  the  Grand  Trunk  line,  and  should  pass  by 
the  Red  River  Settlement  and   over  the  Rocky  Mountains,    and  so  on  to  Vancouver's 

Island,  13-17.39-46.67-72.  148-155 Obstacles  to  the  Red  River   Settlement  beino- 

governed  or  administered    bv  the  C  niadlan  Government,  17.  124-143 A  railway,  or 

good  road,  from  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  Rad  River  Setilement,  is  the  best 
means  of  opening  up  and  extending  the  latter  place,  17. 

There  is  not  any  part  of  the  territory  on  the  frontier  of  Canada  which  is  likelv  to  be 
occupied,  18 Unsuitableness  of  the  land  round  the  SaguPnay  River  for  extended  occu- 
pation,  18-22.    156,   157 Importance  of  the  Canadian  boundaries    being    properly 

,    defined 
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defined,  23-27 Rapid  extension  of  ihe  American  settlements  in  the  direction  of  the 

Red  River,  27-35.  91-94 Nature  of  the  communication  between  the  Red  River  and 

St.  Paul's  ;  large  intervening  tract  of  uninhabited  country,  31-35.  91-98 The  easiest 

route  from  this  country  to  the  Red  River  would  be  by  St.  Paul's,  through  the  United 
States,  36,  37.  88.  144. 

An  extension  of  the  Trunk  railway  to  the  Red  River  should  pass  through  the  valley  to 
the  north  of  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  where  tlie  land  is  very  suitable  for  a  settle- 

meijt,  40-46.  14a.  145,  146 The  railway  is  now  very  nearly  carried  to  Lake. Huron, 

43 How  far  it  may  be  carried  by  the  Acts  already  obtained,  45.  153 Necessity  of 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  relinquishing  their  hunting    riglits    over  any  part  of  the 

territory  which  may  be  required  for  settling  or  for  the  railway,  47-54 Illustration  of 

the  difficulty  which  would  probably  attend  a  system  nt  settlement  by  the  Canadian 
Government  similar  to  the  American  system  under  the  ordinance  of  1783  ;  56-60. 

Considerations  as  to  the  propriety  of  compensation  to  the  Company  and  the  Indians 

in  the  event  of  settlements  being  formed,  57-66 Inexpediency  of  any  conflict  between 

the   Canadian  Government  and   the   Indians  in  the  Company's  territory,  57-59,  60 

Proiection  to  the  border  country  on  account  of  the  occupation  given  by  the  Company 
to  the  Indians,  60,  61 With  proper  means  of  co.nmunication  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment could  extend  its  system  of  administration  not  only  to  the  Red  River  but  to  any 
other  settlement  thai  may  be  formed,  63,  64.  124.  126. 

Further  statement  as  to  the  expediency  in  the  first  instance  of  making  a  good  broad 

road  and  laying  out  allotments  for  either  side  for  settlers,  67.  126-128 Vancouver's 

Island  would   be  moi-f  attractive  to  settlers  than  any  other  portion  of  tiie  Company's 

territory,  70,  71 Great  importance  of  the  contemplated  railway  across  the  continent, 

indejiendentiy  of  its  advantage  in  opfning  up  the  country,  72.  151 Reference  to  an 

attempt  being  made  at  Toronto  to  get  up  another  North-west  Company  and  form  a  colo- 
nisation to  the  uest  of  Lake  Superior;  inexpediency  thereof,  73,  74. 

Improbability  of  colonists  lociiting  themselves  at  any  great  distance  west  of  C;tn;ida,  in 
preference  to  fixing  on  attainable  poinis  nearer  the  seltleii  parts  ot  Canadii  and  the  great 

lines  of  communication,  75-88.  104-123 Settlement  of  Iowa  under  the  United  States 

adverted  to,  79-85 In  the  United  States  new  settlements  huve  always  been  cieated 

by  starling  Irom  adjacent  settlement",  85.  117-120 As  regards  Oregon  it  was  settled 

mainly  from   the  sea,  86-90.    121,  122 Witness  has  no  accurate  knowleilge  as  to  the 

number  of  Indians  upon  the  teriitories  of  the  Company,  99-101. 

Impression  in  Canada  that  the  more  northern  part  of  the  territory,  which  is  best  suited 

to  the  fur  trade,  is  the  least  adapted  for  settlement,  102 Reference  lo  the  valley  of  the 

Ottawa  and  the  extent  to  which  it  has  been  surveyed  and  settled,  106-1 15 Difficulty 

in  governing  half-breeds,  as  at  Red  River,   129-131 Impracticability  at  present  of 

cornmunication  between  Toronto  and  the  Red  River,  save  throujih  the  United  States, 

igo,  1^4.  142-144 Inexpediency  of  forming  the  Red  River  Settlement  into  a  separate 

territory  fur  self-government,  135-141- 

Rupert's  Land.     Boundaries  of  Rupert's  Land  ;  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  its  limits  on  the 

west.  Sir  G.  Simpson  718.  737.  742 Right  exercised  by  charter  over  Rupert's  Land^ 

Rep.  p.  iii. See  also  Coluiiisation  and  Settlement. 

Russia.     Reference  to  the   fur-trading  establishment  of  the  Russian  Government  on  the 

extreme  north-west  point  of  the  continent,  Rae  38S-390.  412 Explanation  as  to  the 

Company  having  remed,  since  1839,  a  stiip  of  coast  belonging  to  the  Russian-American 
Co:iipany  between  Fort  Sini[)soii   and   CiOES  Sound,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1026-1038.    1732- 

i-j-^-j ^Mutual    arrangemenis    between   the   Hudson's   Bay  and   Russian   Companies 

dnrinu-  the  late  war,  ib.    1738-1742 Information   relative  to  the   Russian  fur-tiade,. 

Rigid  Hon.  E.  Ellice  [,^\Q. 

S. 

Saouenay  River.  Unsuitableness  of  the  land  round  the  Saouenay  River  for  extended  occu- 
pation, iioss  18-22,    156,   157 Extension   of  s.  ttlenieuts  along  the  Saguenay    Kiver, 

thonuJi  the  climate  theie  is  sometime-;  ruinous  to  the  crops,  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper  2199- 
2203. 

St.  Lawrence  River.     The  St.  Lawrence  at  Quebec  is  ijrenerally  open    from  April  or   May 

till    November   or   Deiemher.  Lefroy  287-289 The   Hudson's    Bay   Compiuiy   lia\e- 

esiablishments  all  the  way  down  the  St.  Lawrence,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1679. 

Sale  of  Land.     Right  of  the  company  to  sell  land.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1204-1216.  1285-128S^ 

The  entire  spurns  paid  for  land,  either  to  Lotd  Selkirk  or  to   the  Company,  have  not 

amounted  to  more  than  3,000/,,  ib.  1769-1785.  1797. 

See  also  Conveyance  of  Land. 
0.24— Bess.  2.  3x2  Salt^ 
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Salt.     There  are  immense  quantities  of  salt  in  a  very  pure  state  near  the  Mackenzie  River, 

Isbister  6090. 
Sarsaparilla.     Suggestion  that  sarsaparilla  be  imported  from  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory ; 

it  grows  wild  there,  Isbister  6090. 

Saskatckeican  River.     Cultivation  has  been  tried  with  some  success  at  Fort  Cumberland 

and  other  districts  along  the  Saskatchewan,  Le.froy  169.   171.  246 Length  of  the 

winter  at  the  Saskatchewan,  ib.   184-188 Belief  that   the  country  about  the    Sas- 
katchewan  is  quite    capable  of  cultivation,    iZae  368-371.   449 Obstacles    to    any 

settlement  of  the  Safikal;chewan  until  the  country  gradually  settles  up  to  it,  and  com- 
munication is  afforded  for  dealing  with  the  produce,  ib.  368-371. 

The  climate  is  still  more  rigorous  and  the  crops  more  uncertain  at  Saskatchewan  River 
than  Red  River,  Sir  G.  Simpson  723.  752-756-^ — Particulars  as  to  the  navigation  of 

the  Saskatchewan;  impediments  offered  by  several  rapids,  ib.  776-793 On  the  banks 

of  the  Saskatchewan  the  soil  is  not  cultivable,  save  at  a  few  points,  and  the  district  about 
the  Pas  is  intersected  with  lakes  and  is  frequently  flooded,  Sir  .J.  Richardson  2901.  2911- 

2913 ^Fitness  of  the  vulleys  of  the  Saskatchewan  for  cultivation,  Miles  4691-4700; 

M'Lavghlin  4949,  4950.  4960-4965 Inferior  character  of  the  soil  at  the  Saskatchewan, 

Right  Hon.  E.  ElUce  5847. 

The  Committee  consider  that  the  Saskatchewan  district  is  among  those  likely  to  be 
desired  by  Canada  for  early  occupation,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

See  also  Canada  4.  10.         Coal.         Fuel.         Timber. 

Schools.     See  Education. 

Sea  Voyage.     Doubt  as  to  there  being  any  advantage  in  a  steamer  over  a  sailing  vessel  for 

the  voyage  to  and  from  Fore  York,  Herd  4.585-4595.  4642-4646 The  voyage  is  farther 

and  more  difficult  from  London  to  Fort  York  than  to  Montreal,  ib.  4597-4598. 

Selkirk,  Lord.     It  is  considered  that  the  land  was  regularly  purchased  from  the  Lidians  in 
the  time  of  Lord  Selkirk,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1096. 

In  1836  the  Company  paid   Lord  Selkirk  25,000^.   for   the  Red   River  colony,    Right 

Hon.  E.  Ellice  5839 Remarks  on  the  circumstance  of  witness  having  many  years  ago 

disputed  the  right  of  Lord  Selkirk  to  the  Red  River  colony,  whereas  since  his  connexion 
with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  the  purchase  of  the  colony  from   Lord  Selkirk  he 

has  maintained  the  title  to  the  possession  of  the  colony,  ib.  5992-6000 Doubt  whether 

Lord  Selkirk  gave  any  compensation  to  the  Indians  for  the  Red  River  district,  or  whether 
bis  rights  were  under  treaty,  ib.  6002,  6003. 

Servants   of  the   Company.     Particulars   as  to  the  several  classes  of  servants  in  the  Com- 
pany's employment;    and  number  of  each   class.   Sir   G.   Simpson  983-992 There 

are   sixteen  chief  factors   and  twenty  chief  traders,  ib.   983 I'lieie  are  about   1,200 

permanent  servants,  ib. In   the  trading  season  the   Company  employ  about  3,000 

persons   altogether,    ib.  989-992 The    Indian    hunters    are    not  considered   servants 

of  the   Company,  ih.   992.   1125-1127 Nature  of  the   supervision   exercised  with  a 

view  to  discipline  and   good  conduct  among   the  Company's   stivants,  ib.   1024,    1025. 

1046,  1047 The  greater  proportion  of  the  Company's  wliite  servants  are  Orkney  men, 

ib.  1054. 

There  is  no  regular  provision  for  the   servants  beyond  that  of  liberal  wages,  but  in 

deserving  cases  small  pensions  are  never  refused.   Sir  G.  Simpson  1056-1059 The 

servants  often  save  money  enough  to  retire  upon,  ib.  1056.   1269-1271 The  servants 

of  the  Company  are  generally  engaged  for  6ve  years,  but  they  mostly  continue  in  the 

service  for  many  years  afterwards,  ih.  1255-1258 The  factors  and  traders  have  an 

interest  in  the  irade,  and  are  not  paid  by  salary,  ib.  1261-1263 Further  statements  as 

to  the  provision  made  by  the  Company  for  incapacitated  or  retired  servants,  ib.  1460. 

The  chief  factors  and  chief  traders  are  paid  by  shares,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5791-5793. 

5802 Appointments  to  vacancies  in  the  conduct  of  the  trade  are  recommended  by  the 

council  of  factors  abroad,  and  are  made  by  the  board  of  directors  at  home,  ib.  5793.  5795. 

5798 Great  care  taken  in  regaid  to  the  class  and  character  of  persons  sent  from  tliis 

country  to  situations  in  the  interior,  ib.  5829-5832 Constant  watch  over  the  conduct 

of  the  Company's  agents,  ih.  5831.  5836 Moral  conduct  and  good  sense  are  indis- 
pensable in   the  traders  apd  factors,  ih.  5832.  5836 Those  s.'rvants  are  most  prized 

who  attempt  to  benefit  the  Indians,  ih.  5936. 

Settlement.     See  Colonisation  and  Settlement. 

Shepherd,  John.     Letter  from  Mr.  Shepherd,    Governor  of  the    Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
to  the  Ri^ht  Hon.  H.  Laboucheie,  dated   18  July  1857,  setting  forth  the  views  of  the 
directors  of  the  Company  on  some  of  the  more  important  points  involved  in  the  Inquiry 
App.  p.  405,  406. 

Simpsi.n,  Sir  George.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.) — Has  been  governor  of  tiie   Hudson's 

Bay  territories  lor  ihirty-seven  ye;irs;  nature   of  his  authority,   702-706.   712,  713 

Has  resided  for  several  years  at   the  Red    River  Settlement,   as   well  as  in  Oreiion,  in 

yAthaoasca,  and  Canada,  707 There  is  a  separate  seat  of  council  for  the  northeiTi  and 

southern 
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southern  departments,  708 The  chief  factors  are  ex  officio  the  members  of  council, 

but  the  number  is  of  necessity  often   made  up  bv  chief  traders,  7I0.  1151,  1152.  1372- 
1375 Authority  of  the  council,  711-713. 

Witness  has  travelled  through  the  greater  parts  of  the  Company's  territories ;  he  has 

crossed  the   Kocky  Mountains  at   tiiree   different  points,   714,   715 He   does   not 

consider  that  any  part  of  the' territory  is  well  adapted  for  settlement,  716  ef  seg'. 

Uncertainty  of  the  crops  throughout  "the  whole  of  Rupert's  Land,  716-723.  727 

Boundaries  of  Rupert's  Land;   the   Rocky  Mountains  are  its  limits  on   the  west,  718. 
737-742- 

Uncertainty  of  the  crops  at  Red  River  Settlement;   reference  hereon  to  the  necessary 

miportation  of  corn  some  years  ago,  719-723.  802-810.  875 Nature  of  tlie  soil  at  the 

Red  River  ;  about  a  mile  from  ihe  banks  the  alluviid  soil  almost  ceases,  and  cultivation  is 

impracticable,  72-2.  818-827 The  climrue  is  still    more  rigorous,  and  the  crops  more 

uncertain  at  Saskatchewan    River   than   Red    River,    723.  752-756 Cultivation  to  a 

limited  extent,  might  he  carried  on   to   advantage  on  the  right  bani;  of  the  Rainy  Lake 
River;    examination  hereon,  724-726.  773-775.  853-857.  874.  1406-1420. 

Rugged  and  mountainous  character  of  the  Company's  territory  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  728-736.  761-771-^ — Witness  has  not  visited  Vancouver's  Island,  but 
understands  thai  it  is  only  ihe  southern  end   that  is  favourable  for  settlement,   730-736. 

7G0-763 Less  rigorous  cUaracter  of  the  climate  in  the  lands  to  the  west  as  well  as  to 

the  south,   743-756 Doubt  as  to  climate   being  mitigated  by  settlement  and   cul- 
tivation, 757-759.  828-831. 

Quotation  of,  and  examinaiion  upon,  an  extract  from  a  book,  published  by  witness  in 
1847,  wherein  he  speaks  in  very  favourable  language  of  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
river  between  the  Rainy  Lake  and  the  Lake  of  ilie  Woods,  and  of  the  banks  of  the  river, 
773~775-  874.  1406-1420.  1431-1445 — — Particidars  as  to  the  navigation  of  the  Sas- 
katchewan;   unpedimcnis  oHeied  by  several  rapids,  776-793 It  is  about  500  miles 

of  navigation   from    the   southern  .part  of  Lake   Winnipeg  to   Fort,  William  on    Lake 

Superior.  793-795 IWaterial  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  rivep  between  Rainy 

Lake  and  Fort  William,  796-801. 

Occasional  flooding  of  tiie  land  at  Red  River,  and  at  various  other  parts  of  the  territory, 

804,  805.  875-878.  942-957 Encouragement  given  by  the  Com|)any  to  agricultural 

pursuits  on  the  part  of  the  settlei's  at  Red   River;  denial  of  the  accuracy  of  a  statement 

hereon   by  Mr.  John  M'Lean,  811-817.  879-882 Different  character  of  the  timber 

about  James's  Bay,  &c.,   and  of  the   timber  in  the  prairie  districts,  820-825 The 

population    at  Red    River    is    now  about   8,000,   including   Indians,    832-836 Less 

rigorous  climate  at  Minnesota  than  Red  River,  837 Absence  of  American  emigration 

from  Minnesota  to  Red  River  ;  the  nearest  American  settlement  is  at  Crow  Wing  River, 
about  400  miles  from  Red  River,  838,  839.  891-907. 

Fine   and  level  chfiracter  of  the  country  from   the  Red   River  colony  to  the  Rocky 

Mountains,  840,   841 Impediilients  to  the   navigation   from  York   Factory  to  Lake 

Winnipeg,  842-845 Circumstance  of  witness  having  recommended  a  missionary  set- 
tlement between  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  and  the  Rainy  Lake,  846—848 — t— Reference  to 

the  waste  of  manure  at  the  Red   River  Settlement,  849,  850 The  country  along  the 

Saskatchewan  towards  Edmonton  is  a  rolling  prairie,  851,  852. 

There  is  a  considerable  space  of  level  and  cultivable  land  to  the  eastward  of  Fort 

Langton,  at  the  mouth  of  Fraser  River,   858-864.  928-941 The  mouth  of  Eraser 

River  is  obstructed  by  a  bar,  865-867 The  best  way  to  the  Red  River   Setilement 

from  Europe  is  thiough  Minnesota  by  St.  Paul's,  868,  869 From  Canada  to  the  Red 

River  the  only  practicable  route  is  north  of  Lake  Superior  inland,  by  Fort  William  and 

Rainy  Lake,  870-873 Cragsiy  and   barren  country  north  of  Lake   Superior,  between 

Sault  Ste.  Mane  and  Fort  William,  884.  908. 

Obstructions,  in  the  shape  of  shoals  and  rapids,  to  the  navigation  of  the  Assiniboine 

branch  of  the  Red  River,  884-887 Good  land  along  the   banks  of  the   Assiniboine 

River,  888-890 Rocky  and  swampy  character  of  the  country  north  of  Lake  Superior, 

908.  922-927 Inferior  character  of  the  timber  to  the  north  and  west  of  Lake  Superioi', 

909-916,  920,  921 Copper  and  iron  exist  along  the  eastern  shore  of  the  Lake,  917- 

919 Swampy  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Foit  Alexander,  958,  959. 

The  crops  at  the  Red   River  aie  usually  taken   in  August  before  the  winter  sets  in, 

960-962 Before  the  Red  River  Settlement  was  founded,  aninud  fpod  and  fish  formed 

the  main  diet  in  the  interior,  and  corn  was  imported  through  Hudson's  Bay  for  the  use 

of  the  Company's  estabhshments  on  the  coast,  963-968 Obstacles  to  carrying  on 

a  traffic  through  Hudson's  Bay,  969,  970 Lis.iflficient  quantity  of  wood  on  the  biinks 

of  the  Saskatchewan  and  Red   Rivers,  971-973.  977-981 The  only  outfall  of  Lake 

Winnipeg  is  by  Nelson  River  into  Hudson's  Bay,  974-976 At  Edmonton  llie  pas- 
turage is  very  good,  and  barley  is  very  productive,  982. 
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Particulars  as  10  the  several  classes  of  servants  in   the  Company's  employment,  and 

number  of  each  class,  983-992 The  Indian  hunters  are  not  coiisiderefl  servants   of 

the  Company,  992.  1125-1127 Particulars  ns  to  the  amount  of  the  Indian  population, 

993"997 Great  mortality  among  the  Indians  about  forty  year.^  ago  fiom  suiall-pox 

and  meash-'S,  998 Successful  introduci ion  of  vaccination  by  tiie  Company  aiiout  1820, 

ii- Increase  of  the  Indians  in  the  thicn-wiod  country,  ;ind  decrease  oT  the  Indians  in 

the  plains,  999-1005. 

Rtstiictioiis  placed  by  ihe  Company  upon  traffic  in   spirits,   1006.  1049-1053.  1134- 

1141 System  in  regard  to  outfits  to  the  Indian  hunters,  1007.  1063-1065.  1125-1128 

Payment  for  tlie  lurs  by  barter  according  to  a  tariff  varied  fiom  time  to  time,  ioo8 

' Encouragement  given  to  Indians  to  resort  to  agriculture,  but  without  success,  1009- 

1011 Constant  peace  in   the  territoiy  between  the  whites  and   Indians  since  witness 

has  been  t;overnor,  whereas  on  the  American  frontier  a  continual  war  has  been  going  on, 
1012-1017. 

Very  little  crime  in  the  Company's  territories,   1014.  1388-1405 Particulars  as  to 

and  iipproval  of  the  system  of  adiviinistration  of  justice,   1018-1023.   1039-1043.   1060, 

1061.   1150-1193.   1387-1405 Nature  of  the  supervision   extrc'sed   with  ,.  view  to 

discipline  and  good  conduct  among  the  Company's  servants,  1024,  1025.  1446,  1447 

Explanation  as  to  the  Cumpany  having  rented,  since  1839,  ^  strip  of  coast  behmging  to 
the  Russian  American  Company,  between  Furt  Simpson  and  Cross  Sound,  1026-1038. 

Statement  to  the  effect  that  the  whole  import  of  spirits  into  the  territories  from  England 
has  averaged  less  than  5,000  gallons  in  each  year  since  1847;    1044-1048.  1137-1139. 

1247 Drams  of  spirits  are  occasionally  given  gratuitously  to  Indian  hunters,  1048. 

1053 Spirits  are  also  of  necessity  occasionally  given  in  exchange  for  pnivisions,  but 

never  for  furs,  1048.  1053.  1134-1141 Inaccuincy  of  a  statemt-nt  as  to  the  Copper- 
mine Indians  having  decreased  in  consequence  of  indulgence  in  liquors  obtained  from  the 
Ci.mpany,  1049-1052. 

The  greater  proportion  of  the  Company's  white  servants  are  Orkn^y  men,   1054 

The  Indian  serv.int-  employed  as  voyageuis,  &c.  are  paid   merely  for  the  trip,   1055 

There  is  no  regular  provision   foi-  the   servants  beyond   tiiat  of  liberal  wages,    but,  in 

deserving  cases,  small  pensions  arc  never  refu-ed,  10511-1059 Tne  servants  often  save 

money  enough  to  retire  upon,   1056.  1269-1271 Mode  of  asct-rtaming  the  number  of 

Indians  in  different  districts,   1062.   1066 Respect  in  VFhich  the  Company  refuse  to 

become  freighters  of  imports  for  other  parties  to  York  or  Moose  River,  &c.,  1067-1069. 
1073-1081. 

Supply  of  goods  kept  by  ihe  Company  at  Red  River,   1070,  1071 Explanation  as 

to  some  supphes  for  the  settlement  coming  from   St.  Louis,   1072.  1235-123«.  1318 

Objections  made  lo  convey  goods  to  Mr.  James  Sinclair  of  the  Red  River,  on  the  giound 
thai  he  wanted  them  for  the  lur  tiade,  1075-1081 Facilities  afforded  by  the  Com- 
pany for  the  entiance  of  free  labourers  into  the  Red  River  Setdement,   1082-1091 

Eneouragen  ent  given  by  the  Company  to  the  settlement  and  colonisation  of  the  Indians, 
1092-1 102. 

^  The  tenure  of  land  in  the  Company's  territory  is  for  999  years,   1093.  1161-1167 

The    Indians   are   never   requiied   to   pay   foi-  the    lands   they   occupy,    1094.    1097 ■ 

Support' by  the  Company  of  one   of  the    Indian  chiefs,    1095 It  is  considered  that 

the  land  was  regularly  purchased  from   the   Indians  in  the  time  of  Lord  Selkirk,   1096 

Particuh.rs  as  to   the  religious   or   missionary  establishments  in  the   territory,  and 

the  p.iyments   made  by   the    Company   to  them    severally,    I100-II02- Pavment   of 

100/.  a   year  to  a    Roman-catholic    bishop    in   Oregon,    1102-1107 Explanation  as 

to  the  Company  having  certain  possessory  rights  in  Oregon,  1108-1124.  1286-1288. 
1344-1351. 

Hou  lar  piovision  is  made  for,  or  encouragemi  nt  given  to,  the  education  of  the 
Indians  and  half-breeds,  1129-1133.  1321-1323.  1331-^^ — Extent  to  which  the  trans- 
actions of  the  Council  are  kept  secret  from  the  public,  1142-1145.  1  182 All  criminal 

cases  are  tiied  at  Red  River,  and  are  0[ien  to  the  public,   1 145 There  is  no  savino-s 

bank  in  the  territory,  but  the  Company  allow  four  per  cent,  on    money   placed  in   their 

hands,  1146-1149 In  the  Red  River  Settlement  theie  is  a  circulating  medium  of  gold, 

silver,  and  copper,  and  a  paper  currency,  1147. 

In  the  district  of  Assiniboia,  which  includes  the  Red  River  Settlement,  the  lecorder 
Mr.  Francis  Johnson,  is  the  governor  of  the  district,  and  exercises  executive,  as  well  as 

judicial  pouer,  1153-1156.    1364,  1365.   1368 The  gaols  aie  almost  ahi'avs  empty, 

1158 The  governor  and   council  have   no  legislative  powers,  save  as   regards   the 

making  of  laws  or  regulations  for  the  management  of  their  own  affairs,  1159,  1160. 
1168-1 176 — -The  council  assembles  at  Norway  House  some  time  in  June,  seven' factors 

out  of  the  entire  number  of  sixteen  forming  a  quorum,  1177-1181 Constitution  and 

mode  of  appointment  of  the  council  in  the  Assiniboia  district,  1183-1188.  1363-1371. 

The 
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The  recorder  for  Assiniboia  acts  also  at  Norway  House,  1189,  1190 The  factors  act 

as  magistrates,  1191-119;^ Probable  power  of  the  Company  to  imprison  or  remove 

parties  establishing  themselves  on  the  terriiory  ;  they  have  never  removed  any  one,  1103- 

1204 Practice    in  regard  to  the  purchase  ol  land  from   the  Comptiny;    for  5  s.  or 

1  s.  6  d.  an  acre,  leases  are  granted  for  999  years  with  restrictions  merely  upon  irndiiig 

in  furs,  1199-1226.  12R5-1291 Rightof  the  Company  to  sell  land,  1204-1210.  1285- 

1288 The  (mly  article  prohibited  for  export  is  thut  of  fur,  1227.  1238 Siatement 

as  to  the  Company  having  objected  to  export  some  tallow  for  Mr.  James  Sinclair,  1228- 
1234.1238,1239. 

Reference  to  a  pamphlet  published  by  Mr.  Dunn,  who  was  in  the  Company's  service 

many  years  ago,  1240-1248 About  the  year  1832,  there  was  doubtless  much  abuse 

in  regard  to  spiriis  on  the    north-west  co.ist,  on    account  of  the  opposition   with    ihe 

United  States,  1248,  1249 The  chaplains  are  paid  by  the  religious  socieiies  to  which 

they  belong  as  well  as  by  the  Company;  their  keeping  a  school  depends  upon  the  in- 
structions of  the  society  and  not  of  the  Company,  I2,j0-1254. 

The  servants  of  the   Company  are  gener;illy  engaged  for  five  years,  but  they  mostly 

continue  in    the   service  for   many  years  afterwards,    12,55-1258 The   wages  of  the 

servants  or   l.ibourers    vary  from   20/.   to  40?.  a  year,  1259,  1260 The  factors  and 

traders  have  an  interest  in  the  trade  and  are   not  paid  by  salary,  1261-1263 Further 

statement  as  to  the  tariff  for  barter  with  the  Indians ;  variations  in  it  are  settled  by  the 
Council,  1264-1268. 

There  is  a  smnll  settlement  of  whites  at  Portisla  Prairie,  about  60  miles  from  Red 
River;  objection  made  by  the  Company  to  the  formation  of  this  settlement,  1272-1282. 
1359-1362 ^The  Company  would  not  object  generally  to  the  formation  of  nevv  settle- 
ments, 1283,  ivi84 Any  new  regulations  affecting  the  Red  River  Settlement  are  pub- 
lished, but  it  is  not  considered   necessary  to  publish  old  oidinances,  1292-1298 There 

is  no  newspaper  in  the  Red  River  colony,  1299-1301 Cost  per  ton  of  the  freight  on 

goods  passing  to  Red  River  respectively  through  tiie  Company's  territory  and  ihiough 

the  States,  1302-1308 Obstacles  to  an  improvement  of  the  route  from  York  Factory 

or  from  Lake  Superior  to  Red  River,  1309-1317. 

With  respect  to  a  resolution  of  the  Council  in  1845  as  to  the  duties  on  imports,  witness 

believes  it  was  disallowed,  1318 Belief  that  bnt  lor  trade  agitators  the  colonists  at 

Red  River  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  government  of  the  Company,  1319,  1320 

Considerable  lapse  of  time   between  the   purchase  of  goods  in  England  and  their 

delivery  in  certain  parts  of  the  Company's  territories,  such  as  Mackeiizie's  River,   1324- 

jg27 • — Better  position  of  the  Indians,  as  regard?  means  of  subsistence,  on   the   west. 

than  the  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  1329,  1330 Explanation  as  to  the  application 

of  a  bequest  of  10,000  Z.  left  by  the  late  Mr.  James  Leith,  for  the  purposes  of  rehgious 
instruction  in  the  territories,  1332-1343. 

Obstacle  to  the  council  at  Norway  House  meeting  more  than  once  a  year,  1352-1355 

111  the  Government  of  Red  River  there  is   not   necessarily  any  reference  to  Norway 

House,  1355-1357 'J  he  Assiniboia  district  forms  a  circuit  of  fifty  miles  from  the  forks 

of  the  Red  and  Assiniboine  Rivers,  but  criminals  are  sent  thither  from  distant  parts  of  the 
territory,  1362.  1384-1387—^ — Witness's  appointment  is  by  the  Governor  and  Committee 

at  home,  and  is  revokable  at  any  time,  1376-1381 Witness  has  no  head-quarters,  1382, 

l^S^ ^The  Governor  of  Assiniboia  is  lesident,  1383. 

Natural  obstacles  to  the  support  of  a  colony,  embracing  the  Red  River  Settlement  and 

extendin"'  to  Lake  Winnipeg  and   Cumberland   House,  &c.,  1420-1431 Impediments 

to  a  steam-boat  navigaiinn  of  the  river  running  from  Rainy  Lake  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 

and  from  thence  to  Lake  Winnipeg,  1431-1445 The  navigation  from  Rainy  Luke  to 

Fort  Willietm,  a  distance  of  300  miles,  is  fit  only  lor  canoes,  1444,  1445. 

[Second  Examination.]— Deliveis  in  a  cOpy  of  the  land  deed  by  which  the  Company 
convey  land  to  settlers,  1448,  and  App.  p.  361,  362. Further  references  t)  and  expla- 
nation of  the  bequest  of  io,oCo^.  by  Mr.  Leith  :  it  was  left  "  for  the  purpose  of  esta- 
blishing, propagating,  and  extending   the  Chiistian  Protestant  religion  in  and  ansongst 

the  native  aboriginal  Indians  oi'  Rupeit's  Land",  1449-1459 Further  statement  as  to 

the  provision  made  by  the  Company  lor  incapacitated  or  retired  servants,  1460. 

Reference  to  a  paper  containing  an  account  of  the  Red  River  population.;  the  total  of 

whites  and  Indians,  is  8,000;   1461-1470 Witness  delivers  in  a  paper  containing  a 

detail  of  the  population  in  the  Company's  territories  accordmg  to  a  census  or  estimate 
made  last  vear,  1471- 1473,  and  .4pp.  p.  365-367— 'i'he  t.ital  of  Indians  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  is  55,000,  and  west  of  the  mountains  80,000;  1472 The  Company- 
have  made  attempts  from  time  to  time    in  former  years    to  take  a  census,  but  the  papers 

.are  not  in  this  country,  1474-1482 -The  census  or  estimate  of  Colonel  Lefroy  was 

made  in  1843,  and  that  of  Major  Waugh  in  1845  J  hSSj  1484- 

Witness  delivers  in  copies  of  certain  regulations  of  the   Company,  prohibiting  the  use 

'    and   iriiportationbf  spirituous -liqiiors,  1485,  1486,  and   ^7;;;.  p.  368 Further  state- 
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Simpson,  Sir  George.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence) — continued. 

ment  and  explanation  as  10  the  circumstances  under  which  the  Company  refused  to  ship 

some  tallow  for  Mr.  J.  Sinclair  in  1^44;   1487-1517 Circumstance  of  witness  liHving 

often  suggested   to  Mr.  Sinclair,  Mr.  iVJ'.Dermot,  and  others,  the  propriety  of  chartering 
a  vessel  for  themselves  for  the  export  of  tallow  and  other  produce,  1496-1501.  1504. 

The  Company's  imports  into  the  territory  are  about  60,000/.  a  year,  1518-1520 

About  40,000/.  in  imports  is  distributed  aniong  the  55,000  Indians  tast  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains,  1521-1524.  1547 Different  articles  imported  for  barter,  1525-1527 

Interior  skins,  such  as  musk-rat  skins,  are  constantly  taken  in  return  for  a  gun,  1528- 

1535 There  are  different  tariffs  for  different  places,  1536,  1616-1619 In  Canada 

and  the  American  frontier  furs  are  mainly  paid  for  in  money;  in  the  interior  it  is  a  barter 
trade,  1536.  1617-1620. 

Although  higher  prices  are  given  on  the  frontier  than  in  the  interior  for  skins,  witness 

considfrs  that  the  Indian  is  better  off  in  the  interior,  1537-1546 Examination  as  to 

the  extent  to  which  the  Indians  have  in  different  parts  of  the  interior  been  reduced  to 

starvation  or  cannibahsm,  \^^'i  et  seq. Witness  does  not  recollect  any  complaint  to 

have  been  made  by  the  American  government  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  spirits  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company,  1613,  1614 Opinion  that  the  Indian  population  in  the  thick- 
wood  country  is  increasing,  1615. 

Beads  are  not  now  traded  with  the  Indians  but  are  given  as  gratuities,  1622,  1623 
-Sundry  other  articles,  including  knives,  given  as  presents  to  the  Indians,  1624-1629 


Witness  does  not  recollect  the  existence  of  any  agreement  by  the  Company  to  send 

criminals  to  be  tried  in  Canada,  1630-1632 On  one  occasion  three  men  were  sent  to 

Canada  for  trial  for  murder,  1633,  1634. 

Non-objection  to  a  settlement  and  distinct  administration  of  any  cultivable  part  of  the 
Compfiny's  territories,  provided  interference  with  the  fur  trade  be  interdicted,  1635-1644 
1666-1674.  1847,  1848 Evil  anticipated  from  an  opposition  fur  trade  on  the  Com- 
pany's territories,  1645-1658 During  the  baneful  contest  between  the  Hudson's  Bay 

and  North-western   Companies,  spirits   were  bartered  on  both   sides,  the  Indians  were 

demoralised,  and  there  were  continual  riots  and  breaches  of  the  peace,  1648-1656 

There  is  now  no  American  fur  company  in  the  United  States,  1659-1665. 

Belief  that  spirits  are  not  smuggled  into  the  Company's  territory  from  Canada,  2675- 

3678 The  Company  have  establishments  all  the  way  down  the  St.  Lawrence,   1679 

They  have  gone  on  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  Canadians  and  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment, 1680 There  are  about  4,000  half-breeds  at  Red  River,    1681,  1682 There 

are  schools  at  Red  River,  established  by  the  missionary  societies,  and  assisted  by  the 
Company,  to  which  the  half-breeds  go,  1683-1685.  1717-1723. 

The  increased  instruction  of  the  half-breeds  has  not  created  any  increased  desire  on 

their  part  for  a  free  trade  in  furs,  1686-1694 Increase  in  the  general  trade  of  Red 

River  with  the  United  States,  1695-1697 Absence  of  desire  in'  the  Indians  to  trade 

with  America  rather  than  with  the  Cumpany,  1698-1703 The  fur-bearing  animals 

have  increased  under  the  Company's  sway,  1704,  1705 The  export  of  furs  has  largely 

increased,  and  the  trade  is  now  ihe  largest  and  most  valuable  in  the  world,  1706- 
1708. 

With  regard  to  the  covenant  in  tlie  form  of  lease  to  settlers,  that  the  settler  shall 
contribute  towards  education  and  religious  instruction,  the  same  is  not  enforced,  1709- 

1716 Further  statement  as  to  the  aid   given  out  of  the  Company's  funds  towards 

education  and  religious  instruction,   1721-1723.   1728,  1729.   1791,  1792 Reference 

to  a  charge    made   by  the   Company  for  the  passages  and  travelling  expenses  of  two 

missionaries,  1724-1728 -Further   statement  as  to  the   Company  not  requiriiio-  the 

missionaries  and  clergymen  to  keep  schools,  1730,  1731. 

Further  evidence  as  to  the  object  of  the  lease  by  the  Company  of  some  Russian  terri- 
tory, 1732-1737 Mutual  arrangement  between  the  Hudson's  Bay  and  Russian  Com- 
panies duiing  the  late  war,  1738-1742 The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  erected  a  dis- 
tillery at  Red  River,  but  have  never  worked  it,  1745,  1746 Perfect  liberty   (jf  the 

Indians  to  act  as  they  please,  the  Company  exercising  no  control  over  them,  save  when 

crimes  are  committed  on  the  whites,  1747-1756.  2057 Unwilhngness  of  the  Company 

to  oppose  by  violence  any  persons  coining  from  the  United  States  and  trading  with  the 
Indians,  1757  1761 

Evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  price  of  5  s.  or  7  s.  Qd.  an  acre  for  land  is  in  the  main 
merely  nominal,  inasmuch  as  but  a  very  small  proportion  of  the  settlers  or  squatters 
make  any  payment  for  the  land,  1762-1786.  1797-1832,  1861-1870— The  entire  sums 
paid  for  land,  either  to  Lord  Selkirk  or  to  the  Company,  have  not  amounted  to  more 

than  3,000/.,  1769-1786.  1797 There  is  an  import  duty  of  four  per  cent-  on  all  goods, 

including  those  of  the  Company,  going  to  Red  River,  and  the  amount  thus  raised  is 
expended  on  roads  and  schools,  or  otherwise  for  public  purposes,  1787-1793.  1875-18S1. 
1990-1993- 
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The  land  from  about  a  mile  beyond  the  banks  of  the  Red  River  has  been  experimented 

upon,  and  hsis  proved  not  good,  1794-1796 Statement  as  to  the  practice  of  squatting, 

in  consequence  of  the  Company  not  enforcing  payment  for  the  land,  1804-1830 

1861-1874 Titles  are  not  given  unless  payment  is  made  for  the  land,  and  a  grant 

noade  by  deed,  1819,  1830-1832 The  condition  in  conveying  land,  that  the  lessee 

shall  not  sublet  or  sell  any  portion  of  it,  is  not  enforced,  and  does  not  retard  settlement, 
1833-1846. 

Inability  of  the  Company  to  support  the  Indians  in  the  interior,  and  in  the  northern 

districts  in  times  of  scarcity ;  food  of  the  country  adverted  10  hereon,  1849-1859 

Further  reference  to  the  form  of  deed  of  conveyance  of  land  at  Red  River,  to  the  eflfect 
that  it    is    practically  obsolete  as  regards  any  restriction  upon  settlement,  1860-1870 

Nineteeu-twentieths  of  the  people  settle  without  applying  for  a  deed  or  title,  1861. 

1870-1874. 

Arrangements  in  regard  to  postal  communication  between    the  Red  River  and  the 
United  States  frontier;  theie  is  no  regular  ariangement  in  force,   1882-1894.  1921-1953 

■ Consideration  of  a  charge  founded    on    a    letter  written    in   December    1844   by 

Mr.  R.  Lane,  when  a  clerk  at  Red  River,  relative,  to  new  regulations,  requiring  tetters  to 
be  sent  open  for  official  perusal  before  posting;  any  such  regulations  were  pi-obably 
made  by  the  Government  of  Assiniboin,  and"  were  most  likely  disallowed  by  the  Home 

Government,   1895-1920 Extent  to  which  Lake  Superior  is  navigated   by  steamers 

on  the  American  side ;  there  is  no  steam  communication  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake,  or 
to  Fort  WiUiam,  1937-1952. 

Belief  that  there  was  never  any  regulation  prohibiting  Mr.  Dunn,  or  the  servants  of 
the  Company  generally,  from  keeping  journals  or  records  of  what  passed  in  the  country, 

1954-1958 Further   statement  as  to  the  occasional  flooding  of  the  Red  River;  part 

of  the  settlement  exempt  from  this  disaster,  1959-1977 Reason  for  no  attempt  being 

made  to  improve  the  banks  of  the  river  so  as  to  prevent  floods,  1978-1980 Reason 

for  no  bridge  having   been  built  at  Red  River,  though  at  St.  Paul's  a  bridge  may  have 

been  made,  1981-1988 Many  of ,  the  smaller  streams  in  the  settlement  have  been 

bridged  over,  1989. 

The  slatement  that  the  Company  allow  four  per  cent,  on  savings  lodged  in  their  hands 

applies  to  their  servants,  and  not  to  the  settlers,    1994 Then-  is  no  bank  at  Red 

River,  but  the  settlers  have  agents  in  Engliind,  1995,  1996 Nature  of  the  means  used 

by  the  Company  in   order  to  induce  the  Indians  to  practise  agriculture,    1997-2000 

Further  statement  as  to  the  Company  encouraging  the  education  and  religious  instruction 
of  the   Indians,  though   they   have  not  given  specific  aid   for  forming  schoolrooms  or 

purchasing  books,  2001-2017.   2056 Over  about  25,000  Indians  east  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains,  that  is  the  Plain  tribes,  the  Company  have  no  control,  2001. 

Witness  is  not  aware  of  any  regulations  for  licensing  settlers  to  freight  goods  between 
Red  River  and  York  Factory,  &c. ;  dbcumeni,  tinted  July  1845,  and  purporting  to  be 
signed   by  Alexander  Christie,  factor  of  the  Company,  adverted  to  hereon,  2018,  2019 

With  regaid  to  any  resolutions  in  1845,  imposing  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  on  imports, 

witness  further  states  that  they  were  probably  disallowed,  and   at  all  events  were  never 

enforced  against  the  importers,  2020-2036 Explanation  as  to  the  mode  of  accounting 

for  and  expending  the  receipts  from  the  lour  per  cent,  duty  on  imports  to  Red  River, 
2037-2052. 

Adequacy  of  canoe  navii^ation  for  conducting  the  trade  between  Canada  and  the  Red 

River,  &c.,  2053-2055 The  Company  do  not    consider  tliemselves  charged  with  the 

education   or  civilization  of  the  Indians,  but  nevertheless  contribute  thereto,  2056,  2057 

Further  examination  as  to  the  extent  to  which  land  on  the  western  coast  is  suitable 

for  cultivation  and  settlement,  2058-2113. 

How  far  the  region  about  Fort  Langiey  is  cultivable,  or  suitable  for  settlement,  further 

considered,   2059-2072.  2086-2096 linpeditnent  to  settlement  west  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains,   in   consequence  of  the   warlike   character   of  the   Indians,  2064-2068 

Cultivable  character  of  the  southern,  but  not  of  the  northern  part  of  Vancouver's  Island 

further  adverted  to,  2077-2085 Cultivable   character  of  the  land  at  Fort  Colvill ; 

less  favourable  cHmate  of  the  British  territory  north  of  the  Ibrt,  and  east  of  the  mountains, 
2097-2113. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  form  a  settlement  at  Rainy  Lake,  2114 There  are  a 

few  settlers  at  Maiiitobah,  about  fifty  miles  from  Red  River,   2115 Insufficiency  of 

the  population,  with  a  view  to  settlements  at  Rainy  Lake,  &c.,  2116 Uncertainty  of 

the  crops  at  Red  River  further  adverted  to,  2117-2']  19 There  are  almost  insuperable 

impediments  to  the  navigation  for  300  miles  out  of  the  500  miles  from  Assiniboin  to  the 
head  of  Lake  Superior,  2120-2125. 

Simpson,  Fort.     The  island  on  which  Fort  Simpson,  on  the  Mackenzie  River,  is  built  con- 
tains some  deep  alluvial    soil,  and    I'ariiiing  has  been  very  successful  there,  Lefroy1^Q. 

246-254 Fort  Simpson  is  not  more  than  about  500  miles' from  the  Pacific ;  effect 

thereof  upon  the  chmate  and  upon  cultivation,  ib.  249-252.  271-273.  290-294. 
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Sinclair,  James.     Objection  made  to  convey  goorls  to  Mr.  Jiimes  Sinclair,  of  the  Red  River, 
on  the    ground  that   he  wanted  them  for    the  lur    trade,   Sir    G.  Simpson   1075-1081 

Statement  as  to  the  Company  having  objected  to  export  some  tallow  for  Mr.  Sinclair, 

il.  1 -228-1 234.  1238,  1239. 

Further  statement  and  explan-ition  as  to  the   circumstances  under  which  the  Compfmy 
refused  to  ship  ^ome  tallow  for  Mr,  James  Sinclair  in  184^1,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1487-1517 

The  Corapany  had  not  room   to  ship   the  tallow,  as   they  liad  not  sufficient  tonnage, 

but  they  subsequently  bou^hi  it  from  Mr.  Sinclair  at  his  own  piice,  ib.  1488,  1494,  1495. 
1505-1515. See  also  Freights. 

Sitka.     Reference  to  a  raiird(rous  scene  among  the  Indians  at  Sitka,  some  years  ago,  in 

consequence  of  the   abuse  of  spirituous  liquors.  Sir  G.  Simpson  1037 Arrangement 

entered  into  by  witness  and  the  Governor  ot  Sitka,  several  years  ago,  for  the  prohibition 
of  ihe  use  of  spirits  in  ihu  English  and  Russian  territories;  it  has  been  rigidly  kept,  ih. 
1037,  1038. 

Slave  River.     The  Slave  River,  which  connects  itself  with  Athabasca  Lake,  is  interrupted 
by  frequent  portages,  Isbister  2596. 

Social  Improvement.     Regulations  of  the   Company  for  promoting  the   moral  and  religious 
improvement  of  their  servants  and  the  Indians,  App.  p.  368,369. 

Soil.     See  Colonization  and  Settlement.  Geological  Formation.  lied  River  Settle- 

ment, 4.  Saskatchewan  liiver.  Swamps.  Vancouver's  Island,  12. 

Sotoos  Indians.     Difficulty  of  Christianizing  the  Sotoos,  a   tribe  of  tiie  Crees,  or  of  makina; 
them  cultivators  of  the  soil,  instead  (jf  hunters.  Sir  J.  Richardson  2966-2983. 

Spirituous  Liquors: 

1.  Gene7-a/ly  as  to  the  Regulation  and  Practice  of  the  Company. 

2.  Complaints  on  the  part  of  America. 

3.  Canada. 

4.  United  States. 

5.  Vancouver's  Island. 

6.  Effect  of  Competition  in  Trade  upon  the  use  of  Spirits. 

1.    Generally  as  to  the  Regulation  and  Practice  of  the  Company: 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  almost  entirely  discontinued  sending  spirits  into  the 
teriitory,  and  have  theieby  laroely  promoted  peace  among  the  Indians,  Lefroy  314.  318 

During  wimess's  siay  at  Moose  Factory    spirits  were   never  baitered   for  furs,  but 

drams  "ere  occasionally  given  giatuitoiisly  to  the  hunters,    Rue  563-567 Beneficial 

result  of  the  restriction  upon  the  sale  o(  spirits,  ib.  64G,  647. 

Restrictions  placed    by  the  Company    upon    traffic  in    spirits,  Sir  G.  Simpson   1006. 

1049-1053.   1134-1141 Statement  to  the  effect  that  the  whole  import  of  spirits  into 

the  teiritories  from  England  has  averaged  less  than  5,000  gallons  in  each  year  since 
1847,  ih.  1044-1048.  1137-1139.  1247 Drams  of  spirits  are  occasionally  given  gra- 
tuitously to  Indian  hunters,  ib.  104.S.  1053 Spirits  are  also  of  necessity  occisionally 

given   in   exchange  for  pi-ovisions,  but  never  for  furs,  ib.  1048.    1053.    1134-1141 

Two-thirds  of  the  spirits  imported  Irom  England  are  used  in  the  Red  River  settlement, 

ib.  1048.  1139 About  the  year  1832   there  was  doubtless  muf;h  abuse  in  regard  to 

spirits  on  the  north-west  coast,  on  account  of  the  opposition  with  the  UiiitedStaies, 
ib.  1248,  1249 — Copies  of  certain  regulations  of  the  Company  prohibiting  the  use  and 
importation  of  spiiituous  liquors,  ib-  1485,  i486,  and  App.  p.  368. 

Supply,  at  present,  of  spirits  10  the  Indians  in   the   more   southern  portion    of  the 

territory;  grounds  for  this  stdlement,   /«/us<fr  2412-2414.   2429,2430.  2583 Spirits 

weie  not  bartered   or  supplied  at  Mackenzie  River  when  witness  was  there  in  the  years 

1838-40,  ib.  2583 Instauees  of  intoxication  among  the   Indians  at  Fort  Garry,  the 

spirits  having  in  all  piobability  been  procured  from  the  Company's  traders^  Corbett 
2836-2847— —Spirits  used   loimerly  not  to  be  had  in  the  interior.  Sir  J.  Richardson 

3077 Propriety  of  the  lestnetions  at  Rid  River  upon  the  trade  in  spirits,   Crofion 

3318-3322.  3330 During  witness's  stay  at  Red  River  the  Company  strictly  adhered 

to  the  lestricUons  with  regard  to  the  trade  in  spirits,  ib.  3326,  3327. 

Witness  is  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  never  traded  in  spirits  at  Red  River,  M'Lauahlin 

4727-4731 Probability  of  the  Company  making  use  of  spirits  as  a  means  of  barter 

with    the    Indians;   they  used  to  do  so  in  witness's  lime,    ib.  4920-4927 All    the 

southern  tribes  are  strongly  addicted  to  spirits,  King  5692. 

Regulation  with  a  view  to  the  disuse  of  spirits  among  the  Indians,  App.  p.  368 . 

Copy  of  agreement  between  the  governor  of  Rupert's  Land  and  the  governor  of  the 
Russian-American  colonies  for  prohibiting  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  on  the  north-west 
coast,  ib.  368,  369. 

2.  Complaints 
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Spirituous  Liquors — continued. 

2.  Complaints  on  the  part  of  America : 

Witness  does  noi  tecoileci  any  complaint  to  liave  been  made  by  the  American  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  tlie  sale  of  spirits  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Sir  G.  Simpson 
1613,  1614. 

Wiiness  has  heard  Mr.  N.  W.  Kitsoii,  the  representative  for  the  Minnesota  lerritory, 
express  himself  very  strongly  against   the  Company's  traders  with  regard  to  the  use  of 

spirits  amonji  the  Indians,  Corbett  2818-2823 Mr.  Kitscm  is  interested  in   the  fur 

company  on  the  American  trontier,  but  does  not  trade  at  Eed  River,  ib.  2824-2835. 

Correspondence  in  1850  between  Mr.  Abbott  Lawrence  and  Vi:;count  Palmerston, 
respecting  a  complaint  alleging  that  tlie  Hudson's  Bay  Company  furnish  large  quantities 
of  spirits  to  the  Indians  on  the  nortli-west  frontier  of  the  United  States,  App.  p.  369-371 

Letter  from  Sir  John  Pelly  to  Earl  Grey,  dated  9  March  18,50,  denying  the  accuracy 

of  the  complaint,  ib.  370,  371. 

3.  Canada: 

Belief  ihai  sjnrits  are  not  smuggled  into  the  Company's  territory  from  Canada,  Sir  G. 

Simpson  1675-1678 Injurious  effect  of  spirits  upon  the   Indians  in  Canada,  Roche 

4524,  4525 Law  in  Canada  against  selling  spirits  to  the  Indians,  ib.  4532-4534' 

4.  United  States : 

The  United  States  law  for   the  prohibiting  of  trading  in  spirits  vyith  the  Indians  is 

c-onsiantly  evaded,  Lefroy  319,  320 Ciicumstance  of    there    being  a    considerable 

traffic  in  spirits  on  the  American  side  of  the  frontier,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  United 

States  Government,  Rae  69J-701 Ciieck  upon  the  use  of  spirits  in  the  American  Fur 

Company's  teiritorics,  hhister  2429 Witness    has  travelled    for  upwards  of   1,000 

nii!es  in  company  Avith  the  American  fur-traders,  anil  never  saw  any  spirits  among  them, 

Corie<^  2811-2818 Condint  ot   the   American  fur  trade  without  the  introduction  of 

spirits  as  a   means  of  barter  ;  at  least  witness  never  saw  or  he.ird  of  any,  M'Laughlin 

4941.  5077-5079 Copy  of  the  American  licence  to  trade;  prohibition  therein  upon 

traffic  in  spirits,  ib.  5057. 

5.  Vancouver's  Island : 

Penalty  in  Vancouver's  Island  in  the  event  of  persons  being  detecied  in  trading  with 
the  Indians  in  liquor,  i?b//.  C.  W.  W.  FUzwllliam  I'^Z'i-'^Z'il • 

6.  Effect  of  Competition  in  Trade  upon  the  use  of  Spirits  : 

Possible  disadvantage  as  regards  the  introductii)n  <,f  spiiituous  liquois=  if  the  trade  were 
opened, /s6t.ster  2412?  242R,  "2429- If  tlie  territories  were  thrown  open  for  coloni- 
sation, spirits  would  probably  bu  generally  introduced,  Sir  J.  Richardson  ;^,075,  3076—— 
BeHeftbat  though  an  opposition  trade  between  two  companies  leads  to  a  traffic  in  spirits, 
a  oeneral   competition  in    irade  would  prevent  the  use  ot  spirits  as  a   means  of  barter, 

M'Lavghlin  4927-4930.  494I.  4948.  5090 ImposMbihty  of  preventing   the    use  of 

spirits  during  competition  in  trade,  Higtit  Hun.  E.  Ellice  5806-5808. 

Anticipated  increased  introduction  of  s|)irits  as  a  consequence  of  competition  in  the  fur 
trade,  Rep.  p.  iv. 

See  also  Sitka. 

Squatting.  Probable  power  of  the  Company  to  imprison  or  remove  parties^  establishing 
themselves  on  the  teiritory  ;  they  never  have  removed   any  one,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1193- 

]204 Statement  as  to  the  practice  of  squatting,  in  consequence  of  the  Company  not 

enforcing  payment  for  the  \a.nd,  ib.  1804-1830-  1861-1874 Squatters  on  the  land  have 

not  been  molested  by  the  Company,  Isbister  2521. 
See  also  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  5. 

Stock  or  Capital     See  Capital. 

Summer  Frosts.     Injurious  effect  of  the  summer  frosts  upon  the  crops,  Lefroi/  299-302. 

Superior  City.  Superior  City  is  a  new  place,  but  will  this  year  have  a  population  of  about 
18,000,  Kernaghan  2144 The  city  was  founded  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  ib.  2180. 

Superior,  Lake.  Witness  has  heard  that  at  the  west  of  Lake  Superior  there  is  some  land 
that  might  very  well  be  settled,  RoSs  12 ;  Re  marks  on  the  character  of  the  country- 
north  of  Lake  Superior;  it  i*  extremely  unfit  for  settlement,  Rae  578-582.  602-604- — 
CracgV  and  barren  country  north  of  Lake  Superior,  between  Saulte  Ste.  Marie  and  Fort 

Wiliiam,  Sir  G.  ^Vmpson  884. , 908 -Extent  to  which  Lake  Superior  is  navi-ated  by 

steamers  on  the  American  side;  there  is  no  steam  communication  on  the  east  side  of  the 
lake,  or  to  Fort  William,  ib.  i937-'952. 

Communication  at  presen.t  wiih  the  extreme  end  of  Lake  Superior,  Kernaghan  2128, 
2129.  2136,  2137.  2142-2144 Tliere  is  now  steam-boat  communication  from  Chicago 
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Superior,  Lake — continued. 

to  Lake  Superior  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  lake,  Kernaghan  2128,  2129.  2142-2144 

Further  reference  to  the  navigation  of  Lake  Superior;  there  is  communication  from 
Chicago  to  three  ports,  ib.  2174-2179. 

See  also  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  1,  2.         Minerals.         Navigation  of  the   Lakes 
and  Rivers.         Red  River  Settlement,  3. 

Swamps.     Extensive   swamps  along  the  country  from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Red  River, 

Moss  12.  147 Statement  as  to  the  existence  of  morasses    between  Lake  Superior  and 

Lake  Nipigan  and  the  Rainy  Lake,  Lefroy  229-235 Marshy  character  of  the  land 

along  ihe  north  shore  of  Lake  Winnipeg,  Rae  450,  451 Rocky  and  swampy  character 

of  the  country  north  of  Lake  Superior,  Sir  G.  Simpson  908.  922-927. 

T. 

Tallow.     Difficulty  in  making  up  the  return  cargo  to  England,  when  the  vessel  is  not  full, 
by  the  addition  of  tallow  from  Red  River ;  short  supply  there.  Herd  4623,  4624. 

A  quantity  of  tallow  and  tongues  was  sent  to  York  Factory  by  the  Red  River  settlers, 
but  for  two  years  the  Company  could  not,  or  would  not,  freight  it,  and  it  was  eventually 

sold  to  the  Company,  McLaughlin  5001-5003 In  the  colony  the  Company  charge  a 

freight  of  8  I.  per  ton  for  exporting  the  tallow,  whilst  the  Company  in  London  offered  to 
take  it  at  2  I.  per  ton,  ih.  5001.  5004. 

See  also  Exports  and  Imports.         Freights.         Sinclair,  James. 

Tar.     The  Mackenzie  River  district  contains  abundant  quantities  of  tar  easily  accessible, 
Isbister  6090. 

Tariff  of  Prices  {Fur  Trade).     See  Pur  Trade,  5. 

Tea  Plant.     Remarks  on  the  Labrador  tea  plant,  which  was  formerly  largely  inported  into 
this  country  by  the  Company,  Isbister  6090. 

Tennaut,  James.     (Analysis  of  his  Evidence.)— Professor  of  Mineralogy  at  King's  Collejie, 

5745 Has  examined  large  quantities  of  minerals  brought  to  this  country  from  the 

Hudson's  Bay  territory,  5746 Minerals  doubtless  exist  there  in  large  quantities,  but 

it  is  very  questionable  whether  they  can  be  worked  profitably,  5747-3751 O"   the 

American  side  of  Lake  Superior  silver  and  copper  exist  more   abundantly   than  on  the 

British  side,  and  the  copper  has  been  extensively  worked,  5748,  5749-  5732.  5753 

Reference  to  a  specimen  of  pure  copper  brought  from  the  Copper  Mine  River,   5754, 
5755- 

Specimens  of  gold  have  been  brought  from  Queen  Charlotte's  Island,  5755 Simi- 
larity between  the  features  of  the  mmeral  districts  in  British  North  America  and  in 
Siberia,  5756-5758 Existence  and  working  of  mines  of  cryslite  and  lead  in  Green- 
land adverted  to,  5758-5764 Probable  existence  of  similar  minerals  in  parts  of  British 

North  America  as  have  been  found  in  other  countries  of  a  like  formation,  5764-5767 

Valuable  working  of  quicksilver  mines  in  California,  5768-5772 iiemarks  on  c  ertain 

minerals  found  in  Australia,  5773,  5774- 

Tenure  of  Land.     The  tenure  of  land  in  the  Company's  territory  is  for  999  years,  S/r    G. 

Simpson  1093.   1161-1167 Explanation  in  regard  to  the  tenure  of  a  farm  belonging 

to  witness  at  Red  River,  which  formerly  belonged  to  his  father  as  a  retired  officer  of  the 
Company,  Isbister  2500-2513— — Nature  of  the  deed   under  which  the  land  is  held,  ib. 

2513.  2520 Practice  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  land  held  by  each  settler;  power  to 

subdivide  or  sell  the  same,  Cro/iow  3300-3307.  331 1. 

Territorial  Rights.  The  Company's  claim  to  the  territory  is  confined  to  the  portion  east  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains  ;  their  long  possession  alone  would  constitute  some  claim  to  the 
teriitoiy,  Right  Hon.  E.  £Z/ice  5868-5872. 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney-general  and  Solicitor-general  that  the  validity  and  construction 
of  the  charter  cannot  be  considered  apart  from  the  enjoyment  that  has  been  had  under  it 
during  nearly  two  centuries,  that  is  as  regards  the  territorial  rights  claimed,  ^/>p.  p.  403. 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney-general  and  Solicitor-general  that  on  every  legal  principle  the 
Company's  territorial  ownership  of  the  lands  granted,  or  the  charter  and  the  rights 
nects>arily  incidentalthereto,  ought  to  be  deemed  to  be  valid,  App.  p.  403,  404. 

See  also  Boundaries.         Canada,  6,  7.         Legal  Opinion,         Proprietary   Rights. 
Selkirk,  Lord. 

Thompson's  River.  On  the  mainland,  opposite  Vancouver's  Island,  there  is  a  beautiful  tract 
of  country  called  Thompson  River,  which  should  be  included  in  the  island  as  a  colony, 

and  for  purposes  of  settlement,  Cooper  ^606-3608.  3734 Witness  further  speaks  of 

the 
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'Thompson's  River — continued. 

the  district  of  Thompson's  River  as  being  peculiarly  fit  for  colonisation,  Cooper  3902- 

3905'  39^4-3923 Goodness    of  the  soil    and    climate    of  Thompson's  River,   Miles 

4666,  4667. 

Thorn,  Adam.     Instance  of  Mr.  Thorn,  the  Recorder  of  the  Court  at  Red  River,  having 
been  summoned  and  having  denied  the  competency  of  the  court  to  try  him,  M'Laughlin 

4808.  4986,  4987 ^Mr.  Thorn  was  extremely  unpopular  at  Red  River,  and  it  was  said 

that  he  was  very  partial  in  the  administration  of  the  law,  ib.  4974-4991 [t  was  said 

that  he  was  consulted  by  persons  in  reference  to  their  cases  before  he  adjudicated  upon 
them,  lb.  4988-4991. 

Mr.   Adam  Thorn   was  ;he  recorder  for  some  time  during  witness's  governorship ;  he 

had  been  in  office  since    1839,   Caldwell  5413.    5423,5424 Subsequently  to   1849, 

Mr.  Thorn  did  not  act  as  recorder;  but  in  1852,  he  was  appointed  clerk  of  the  court,  and 

filled  that  office  for  two. years,  i6.  54'24.   5429-5435-  5440-544 1- 5500-5502.   5505 

Strong  public  dissatisfaction  with  with  Mr.  Thorn's  judgments  as  recorder, i6.  5425-5428. 
5600-5604. 

See  also  Foss  v.  Felly. 
Timber.     Character  of  the  wood   in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Moose  settlement,  Rae  515- 

5ig Different  character  of  the  timber  about  James's  Buy,  &c.,  and  of  the  tirabei- m 

the  prciirie  districts.  Sir  G.  Simpson  820-825 'Inferior  character  of  the  timber  to  the 

nonh  and  west  of  Lake  Superior,  ib.  909-916.  920,  921 Insufficient  quantity  of  wood 

on  the  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan  and  Red  Rivers,  ih.  971-973.  977-981. 

There  is  a  fair  quantity  of  timber  about    Red   River,  Corbett  2726-2728 Numerous 

streams  runnino-  into  the  Red   River  with  timber  on  the  banks,  ib.  2854-2863 There 

is  a  good  deal  of  limber  all  the  way  up   to  Portage-la-Prairie  on  the  Assiniboine  River, 
ib.  2864-2870. 

There  is  much  wood  along  ihe  banks  of  the  Saskatchewan,  but  out  on  the  prairie  there 
is  no  timber  whatever.  Sir  J.  Ricliardson  2917,  2918 Nature  of  the  timber  on  Van- 
couver's Island  and  on  the  mainland  north  of  the  American  territory.  Cooper  3720-3733 

Mao-niftcent  trees  growing  in  the  district  south  of  the  Athabasca  Lake,  King  5660- 

5662, 

Tide.  See  Boundaiies,  1.  Canada,  6,  7.  Indians,  8.  Legal  Opinion.  Fro- 
prietary  Rights.         Selkirk,  Lord.         Territorial  Rights. 

Toronto  Board  of  Trade.  .  Petition  (10m  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Toronto  to  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  presented  20  April  1857,  with  reference  to  the  exclusive  rights 
exercised  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  App.  p.  435. 

Trade.  See  Fur  Trade. 

Traders.  The  average  annual  share  of  profits  of  each  chief  trader  has  been  308  Z,  11  s.  7  d. 
Ri<rht  Hon.  E.  Eliice  5802. See  also  Servants  of  the  Company. 

Trading  Posts.  Statement  of  the  names  and  localities  of  the  several  establishments  of  the 
Company  in  1856,  App.  p.  365-367' 

Trading  Supplies.     Defective  management  by  the  Company  in  not  always  placing  adequate 

supplies  in  the  hands   of  their  traders,  Lefroy  356-358 Explanation  as  to  Colonel 

Lefroy's  statement  relative  to  short  supplies  to  the  Company's  traders,  Rae  403-406 

Abundant  supply  generally  of  clothes  and  ammunition  for  trading  with  the  Indians,  ib. 

407 The  goods  are  supphed  to  the  Company's  servants  at  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  prime 

cost  in  England,  ib.  4O9.  471-476. 

Supply  of  goods  kept  by  the  Company  at  Red  River,  Sir  G.  Simpson  1070,  1071- 

Considerable  lapse  of  time  between   the  purchase  of  goods  in  Ensiland  and  their  delivery 
in  certain  parts  of  the  Company's  territories,   sucii  as  Mackenzie's  River,  ib.  1324-1327 

Different  articles  imported  for  barter,  ib.  1525-1527. 

See  also  Fur  Trade,  5. 

Travelling.  Under  the  pi^otection  of  the  Company  travelling  is  quite  safe  throughout  the 
Hudson's  Bay  territory,  Lefroy  ^oQ.  315. 

Ungava  Bay.     In  Ungava  Bay  there  is  a  very  productive  fishery,  Istofcr  6082. 

Uninhabited  Districts.     In  the  district  between  the  Red  River  and  Cumberland  Fort  there 

are  no  inhabitants,  save  the  traders  in  the  Cbmpany  s  employmeut,  Lefroy  284- iUe 

country  generally  is  quite  unoccupied,  save  by  Indians,  Rae  644,  645' 
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United  States.     Rapid   extension  of  the  American  settlements   in  the   direction  of  the  Red 

River,  Hoss  27-35,  91-94 In  the  United  States  new  settlements  have  always  been 

created  by  starting  from  adjacent  settlements,  ib.  85.  117-120 Reference   to  a  treaty 

between  the  United  States  Government  and    the   Indians  and   half-breeds  at  Red  River; 

objects  thereof,  Isbisier  2633-2638 Circumstance  of  a  petition  having  been   recently 

presented   to  Congress  for  connecting  the  Lower  Red  River  with  Lake  Superior,  Hon. 

W.  H.  Draper  4138,  4139 Causes  of  the  success  and   extetision  of  settlements   in 

the  United  States,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  ^S^^-^S^j.  5909-5914.  G039-6041. 

See  also  Colonisation  and  Settlement,  5.  Fur  Trade,  12.  Minesota.  Red 

River  Settlement,  7.         Spirituous  Liquors,  2.  4.         Squatting. 

Usage.     See  Territorial  Rights. 


V. 

Vaccination.     Practice  in  regard  to  vaccination  of  the   Indians,  8cc.,  Rae  683 Success- 
ful introduct  on  of  vaccination  by  the  Company  about  1820,  Sir  G.  Simpson  998. 

Vancoughnet,  Mr.     Statements  by  Mr.  Vancoughnet,  President  of  the   Executive  Council 
in  Canada,  that  Canada  claims  the  territory  up  to  the  Pacific,  i2ocAe4472,  4473. 

Vancoover's  Island: 

1.  Grant  of  the  Island  to   the  Hud-     12.  Suitableness  generally  of  the  Island 

son's  Bay  Company  in  1848.  for  Colonisation  and  Settlement. 

2.  Governorship    of  Mr.    Blanshard,     13.   Climate. 

the  first  Governor.  14.   Coal  Mines. 

3.  Administration  of  Justice.  15.    Fisheries. 

4.  Limited  Extent  of  Settlement  and     16.    Unprofitable  outlay  by  the    Com- 

Culthiation.  pany. 

5.  Causes    of    Non-Settlement ;    how     17.  Recommended  repossession  by    the 
far   the    Company   may    be   respon-  Crown. 

sible.  18.  Recommended    Extension    of   the 

6.  Price  of  Land.  Colony,   so   as   to   comprise    the 

7.  Want  of  a  Survey  of  the  Island.  Land' West  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 

8.  Spirit  Licences.  tains. 

9.  Expenditure  on  Public  Works.  19.  Evidence  as  to  the  Furm  of  Go- 

10.  Religious  Instruction.  vernment. 

11.  Particulars  relative  to  the  Native     20.  Despatches    between   the    Colonial 

Population;    their    Treatment  by  Secretary    and  the  Governor  of 

the  Company,  ^c.  the  Island,   relative  to  a  Repre- 

sentative Assembly. 

1.  Grant  of  the  Island  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  1848  : 

The  grant  of  Vancouver's    Island,  and  the  correspondence  on  the  subject,  have  been 

printed,  and  laid  before  Fcirliament,  ilfaynard  4445,  4446 The  grant  of  ihe  islmd  to 

the  Company   was   made  in   1848,   Blanshard  5102 Circumstances   under  which,  in 

1849,  Lord  Grey,  acting  very  wisely   f.r  the  Crown,  granted  Vancouver's  Island  to  the 
Company,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5850,  5851. 

2.  Governorship  of  Mr.  Blanshard,  the  first  Governor  : 

Witness  left  England  for  Vancouver's   Island  in  1849,  as  ihe  first   governor  of  the 

island,  and  remained  thtre  nearly  two  years,  5/ans/iarrf  5097-5 1 03 Was  appointed  by 

the  Crown,  and  was  ahogether  independent  of  any  contract  on  the  pari  of  the  Hudson's 

Bay  Company,   ib.  5100.  5:04 Witness  received  no  salary,  either  from  ihe  Company 

or  tlie  Government,  i6.   5148,  5H\t-  5^5^,  5^57 Expectations   which   induced  him  to 

accept  the  appoint  ment,  ib.  5149.5160.  5161. 

Statement  as  to  his  having  been  promised  1,000  acres  of  land  by  the  governor  of  the 

Company,  which  promise  was  subsequently  evaded,  B/awsAarcT 5 149-5 155' Con'iider- 

able  expense  incurred  by  witness   in  the  matter,  ib.  5158,  5159.  5162— Qualificaiions 

of  wi.nessf  r  the  office  of  governor,   16.5180-5182.5207,5208 He  had  v«y   little 

to  do  besides  setthng  disputes  between  tlie  Company's  officers  and  their  servaiits    ib 
5'o3-5i9i Reasons  why  witness  resigned  the  governorship,  ii.  5201.  ' 

3.  Administration  <f  Justice  : 

Manner  in  which  the  island  is  governed  and  justice  administered,  Hon  C   W  W.  Fitz 

William   2347-2351 Want   of  confidence   of  the  people    in   the  courts   of  iustice 

Cpoper  3578.   3610,  3935 Cases  inToIving  much  property  rarely  come  before   the 

judge. 
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3.  Administration  of  Justice — continued. 

judge,  Cooper  3852-3854 System  of  administration  of  justice  when  witness  was  gover- 
nor, jB/awsAa;-(f  5204-5209 Memorial  presented  to  witness    by  the  si-ttlers,  relative  to 

the  appointment  of  a  council  on  his  retirement,  ib.  5269. 

4.  Limited  Extent  of  Settlement  and  Cultivation  : 

Very  primitive  state  of  the  Victoria  settlement  wht-n  witness  was  there  in   1853;  par- 
ticulars hereon,  as  to  the  extent  of  land  in  cultivation,  the  number  of  setthrs,  &,c.,  JHon. 

C.  W.  W.  Fitzwilliam  2261-2264.  2270-2273.  2295-2298.  2382-2389 Victoria  is  the 

only  settlement,  ih.  2295-2298 The  while  population  principally  came  from  England, 

and  were,  with  one  exception,  servants  of  the  Puget  Sound   Farmine;  Company  or  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company,  ib.  2323-2326.  2352.  2382-2387 Settlers  m  the  island  would 

most  probably  come  from  the  sea  rather  than  from  the  mainland,  ib.  2362. 

Witness  has  been  a  rtsitlent  and  colonist  in  Vancouver's  Island  for  the  last  six  years. 

Cooper  3558-3561 — ^Was  a  member  of  council  theie  for  five  years,  i6.  3563 Is  not 

now  in  any  way  connected  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  ih.  3564 Had  a  farm 

of   about  300  acres,    which  he  bought  from  the  Company  in  the  Metchosen  district, 

»&•  3567-3572 The  population  has  decreased  within  the  last  six  years,  ib.  3573 

About  10,000  or  12,000  acres  have  been  sold,  tJ,  3863,  3864 Witness  tilled   about 

sixty  acres,  ib.  3871 The  settlements  are  all  near  Victoria,  ib.  3971,  3972. 

When  witness  left  the  island  there  were  about  thirty  independent  settlers,  Blamhard 

5114-5116 The  inland  was  but  little  more  than  a  trad  inn:  post,  i6.  5192-5195 

Very  little  was  raised  in  the  island  during  witness's  residence,  ib,  5262-15264. 

5.   Causes  of  Nan- Settlement ;  how  far  the  Company  may  he  responsible  : 

Statement  as  to  some  persons  attempting  to  trade  sit  the  island  haviog  been  prevented 

from  doing  so  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Kernaghan  2194-2208 Causes  of  the 

non-ii)crease  of  settlers  in  the  island ;  doubt  as  to  anv  encouragement  being  offered  by 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Hon.  V.  W.  W.  Fitzwilliam  2271-2273.  2323-2329.  2352- 

2359 If  the  country  were  directly  under  the  British  Government  inste;id  of  under  the 

Hudson's  Bay  Company,  immigration  and  colonisation  would  soon  follow.  Cooper  3574- 
3577-  3605.  3744-3747.  3799-3801. 

Bar  to  an  export  trade  from   the  island  on  account  of  the  heavy  differential  duties. 

Cooper  3580-3588 Evidence  showing  how  far  it  can  be  said  that  the  Company  offer 

impediments  to  colonisation,  ib.  3735-3747.  3799-3814 Respect  in  which  the  Com- 
pany may  be  said  to  monopolise  trade,  and  to  deter  individuals  from  competition,  ih. 

3802-3815 Inconvenience  through  the  want  of  money,  and  of  a  system  of  exchange 

with  England,  14.3811-3814.  3824-3828. 

The  Company  do  not  directly  impnse  restrictions  or  duties  upon  trade.  Cooper  3835- 

3842 Great  advantage  if  tiie  impoit  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  at  San  Francisco  were 

abolished  ;  this  duty  is  not   in  any  way  connected   with  the  rule  of  the  Company,  ib. 

3878,  3879.  3936-3940 Advantage  of  American  settlers  on  the  mainland  over  the 

settlers  on  the  island,  ib.  3929,  3930 Advantage  of  the  settlers  in   being  free  from 

import  duties,  ib.  3932-3934 Further  statement  that  ilie  rule  of  the  Company  does 

of  itself  prevent  immigration  and  settlement,  ib.  3935.  3941-3943- 

The  distance  from  England  and  the  nearness  to  the  Californian  gold  fields  have  pre- 
vented the  settlement  and  progress  of  the  island,  Mi/es  4660 High- prices  demanded 

by  the  Company  in  Vancouver's  Island  for  their  stores,  more  especially  in  the  case  of 

settlers,  Blanshard  5162-5167 Doubt    whether    the    Californian   gold   fields  have 

operated  as  a  bar  to  settlement,  26,5168,5169 The  Company  have  thrown  no  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  a  colonisation  of  the  island,  Rif^ht  Hon.  E.  ELlice  5880. 

6.  Price  of  Land: 

Practice  in   regard   to  the  sale  of  land,    Hon.  C.   W.   W.  Fitzwilliam  2329;   Cooper 

3995-4000.  4114-41 19 The  price  of  land  is  1  I.  per  acre,  except  at  Victoria,  where 

ii  is  much  higher,  Coojt>,er  3795-3798 Complaint  that  the   charge   of  1 1,  p.  r  acre  is 

much  too  high,  ib.  3927,  3928.  3931 Reference  to  the  large  tract  of  land  taken  up 

by  the  Coal  Company  at  N;.nimo,  ib.  4014-4017. 

The  non-seftlemtnt  of  the  island   is   mainly  attributable  to  the  restrictions  upon  the 

acquisition  of  land  ;  particulars  hereon,  /^/awsAard  5122-5142.  5172-5177 Tne  price 

of  1/.  per  acre   is  too  high,  ib.  5122-5127 Statement  as  to   the  Company  having 

claimed,  as  their  own,  a  district  of  about  ten  square  miles  round  Fort  Victoria,  ib.  5134- 
5146.  5284-5287. 
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6.  Price  of  Land — continued. 

The  Colonial  Office  imposed  most  impolitic   restrictions  upon  the  Company  in  regard 
to  ihe  price  of  land  to  s-eitlers,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5851. 

7.  Want  of  a  Survey  of  the  Island: 

Circumstance  of  tlie  interior  of  the  country  not  having  been  explored  or  surveyed, 

Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Fitzwilliain  2253-2255.  2276-2282.  2360,  2361 There  should  be  a 

proper  survey  of  the  island,  ih.  2277. 

8.  Spirit  licences: 

Statement  as  to  the  licence  to  sell  spirits  costing  120/.  in  each  case.  Cooper  ^dy 2- 

3678.  3690,  3691 After  the  licence  is  taken  out  there  is  no  material  restriction  save 

as  regards  the   Indians,    ib.  3679-3687 Licences  are  only  required  in  ihe  case  of 

spirits,  ib.  3688,  3689 There  are  four  houses  paying  for  licences,  ib.  3859,  3860. 

9.  Expenditure  on  Public  Works : 

Expenditure  of  the  Colonial  Fund,  that  is,  the  money  derived  from  licences  and  from 

land,  in  making  roads,  Sec,   Coopej- 3861-3S70.  4018,4019 Exception  taken  to   the 

expenditure  of  1,000/.  on  a  bridge  across  Victoria  Harbour,  ib.  4020-4037. 

10.  Religious  Instruction : 

There  is  but  one  Protestant  clergyman,  the  colonial   chaplain,  and  no   attempts  are 
made,  save  by  Roman-catholic  priests,  to   christianise  or  educate  the  Indians,  Cooper 

3768-3793.  4001-4013 There  are  some   schools  for  Europeans  and  two  Protestant 

schoolmasters,  ib.  3788,3789.  3794.  4002-4004. 

'     11.  Particulars  relative  to  the  Native  Population;  their  Treatment  by  the  Com- 
pany, Sfc. 

Particulars  relative  to  the  Indians  on  the  coast  of  the  island ;  their  character,  means 

of  subsistence,  &c.,  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Fitzioilliam  2265-2269.  2283-2293.  2314-2318 

There  are  from  8,000  to  10,000  natives.  Cooper  3591 Probability  of  the  Indians  be- 
coming troublesome  and  rebellious,  thougii  hitherto  peace  has  been  kept,  ib.  3592-3597. 
3636.  3658 Instances  of  Indians  having  been  apprehended  through  the  instrumen- 
tality of  the  Queen's  ships  of  war,  and  punished  for  their  offences,  ib.  3596-3598.  3645- 
3658 Injudicious  conduct  of  the  Government,  inasmuch  as  Indians  who  have  com- 
mitted offences  are  frequently  not  punished,  and  are  even  bribed  with  blankets,  &c.,  in 

order  to  prevent  any  bieach  of  the  peace,  ib.  3633-3644.  3658-3660 Danger  of  the 

colonists  from  the  treachery  of  the  Indians,  ih.  3662. 

Employment  of  Indians  on  the  coal-mines  and  farms.  Cooper  3761-3763 ^Payment 

of  the  Indians  in  trade  goods,  they  not  generally  understanding  the  value  of  money,  ib. 
3764-3767 Further  evidence  as  to  the  mode  of  payment  of  the  Indians  and  Com- 
pany's servants;  complainis  hereon,  ib.  3975-3985. 

The  natives  subsist  chiefly  by  fishing,  and  are  a  very  degraded  race,  Blanshard  qIIj- 

5120.  5251-5260 They  were  very  kindly  treated  by  the  Company  when  witness  was 

there,  ih.  5198.  5234,  5235.  5244 Instance  of  murder  by  some  Indians;  how  dealt 

with,  ib.  5199,  5200.  5231-5233 As  in   ihe  United  States,  so  in  Vancouver's  Island, 

the  red  man  would  soon  disappear  before  the  march  of  civilisation,  ib.  5239-5243. 

12.  Suitableness  generally  of  the  Island  for  Colonisation  and  Settlement : 

Vancouver's  Island  would  be  more  attractive  to  settlers  than  any  other  portion  of  the 

Company's  territory,  i?oss  70,  71 Witness   has   not   visited  Vancouver's   Island,  but 

understands  that  it  is  only  the  southern  end  that  is  favourable  for  settlement.  Sir  G. 

Simpson  730-732.  760-763.  2077-2085 Fine  timber  in  the  island,  for  which  there  is 

an  excellent  market  at  San  Francisco,  Kernaghan  2208-2210. 

Character  of  the  country;  the  soil  is  generally  productive,  though  in  places  rocky,  and 

the  fir  timber  is  magnihceni,  Hon.  C.  W.  W.  Fitzwilliam  2249.  2256.  2379,  2380 

Excellent  harbours  at  Esquimault  and   other  places,  ib.  2257,  2258.  2277.  2299.  2338, 

2339-  2372,  2373 Productive  land  in  the  Cowichau  valley,  ib.  2268 The  island  is 

the  most  valuable  BritisJi   possession  in  the  Pacific,  ib.  9.1']'] Size  of  the  island,  ib. 

2294 Chaiacter  oftlie  navigation  from  Victoria  to  Nanaimo,  ib.  2311-2313 Wheat, 

oais,  barley,  and  potatoes,  are  easily  raised  in  the  island,  ib,  2376-2381. 

The  land  is  partially  wooded   and  partially  open  with  prairie,  and  is  capable  of  culti- 

vatiun  to  a  considerable  extent.  Cooper  3572.  3608,  3609.  3706-3719 With   respect 

to  the  soil  of  ihe  country,  it  is  pecuharly  well  adapted  to  the  production  of  corn  and 

vegetables,  ib.  ;s696-37i9 Wheat  produces  from  twenty-five  to   forty  bushels  per 

acre,  ib.  3716-3719 There  are  several  small  streams  in  the  island,  and  the  valleys  are 

very  fertile,  ib.  3818-3821 Rain  falls  as  abundantly  as  in  England,  ib. 3822,  3823 

— ^-Some 
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12.  Suitableness  generally  of  the  Island,  8;c. — continued. 

— r— Some  of  the  land  is  mountainous,  and  not  cultivable,  Cooper  3968-3970 Nature 

of  the  communication  with  San  Francisco;  probability  of  settlement  from  that  quarter 
»*■  3991-3994- 
Witness  considers  that  in  soil,  climate,  minerals,  &c.,  the  island  possesses  everythinf>- 

essential  for  the  formauon  of  a  great  colony,  Miles  4654-4662 The  soil  is  very  good 

and  rich,  ib.  4654.  4667 Fitness  of  the  island  for  an  English  settlement,  Blanshard 

5105 A  large  portion  of  the  soil  is  very  fertile,  ib.  5105.  5303,  5304 The  eastern 

pan  of  the  island  is  very  w^ell  adapted  for  cultivation,  ib.  5105 There  is  a  great  deal 

of  timber,  principally  pine;  this,  as  regards  colonisation,  would  be  an  advantage  rather 

than  an  obstruction,  ib.  5106-5110.  5291-5303 The  neighbourhood  of  Esquimault 

Harbour  seemed  to  witness  the  best  place  for  a  colony^  ib.  5288. 

The  island  is  a  most  valuable -possession,  and  peculiarly  well  suited  for  an  English 

settlement,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5856-5858 There  is  an  excellent  harbour,  fine 

timber,  an  abundance  offish,  and  a  good  chmate,  ib.  5858. 

13.  Climate: 

Suitableness  of  the  climate  of  the  island  for  settlement  by  Englishmen,  Hon.  C.  W.  W. 

Fitzwilliam  2249 The  climate  is  superior  to  that  of  England,   Cooper  3572 ;  Miles 

4654 The  climate  is  very  good  and  temperate,  and  is  not  subject  to  such  extremes  as 

that  of  England,  Blanshard  5105.  5277-5283. 

14.  Coal  Mines: 

Available  supply  of  coals  in  the  island,  Kernaghan  211  1-2114 Particulars  relative 

to  the  coal  mines  at  Nanimo,  about  80  miles  to  the  north  of  Fort  Victoria,  on  the  east 
coast,  Hon.  C.   W.  W.  Fitzwilliam  2250-2252.    2300-2310.   2319-2322.    2340.   2374, 

2375 The  Company  claimed  a  royalty  on  the  coal  mines,  ib.  2358 Excellent  and 

abundant  supply  of  coal  in  the  island ;  obstacles  to  its  export.  Cooper  3583-3588 

Further  jeference  to  the  large  and  excellent  coal  mines  in  the  island  ;  the  monopoly  of 
the  Company  and  the  heavy  American  duty  are  a  bar  to  their  development,  ib.  3/53- 
3761 The  coal  mine  worked  by  the  Company  lies  close  to  the  shore,  ib.  3831-3834. 

Witness  did  not  visit  the  coal  mines,  but  believes  they  are  very  valuable,  Miles  4657 
Coal  had  been  discovered  only  in  small  quantities  whilst  witness  was  there,  Blan- 
shard 5121. 

15.  Fisheries: 

The  fisheries  along  the  coast  are  singularly  productive,  the  fish  being  iraded  by  the 
Indians  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  Hon.  C.   W.   W.  Fitzwilliam  2259,  2260. 

2366-2369 Extensive  fisheries  in  and   around  the  island,    Cooper  3589,  3590 

Export  by  the  colonists  offish  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  16.3896-3901 Obstacles  but 

for  which  whalers  would  resort  to  the  island,  ib.  3942-3946.  3986-3990 The  fisheries 

will  in  time  be  very  productive,  Miles  4658. 

16.  Unprofitable  Outlay  by  the  Company: 

Non-advantage  of  the  island  to  the  Company,  Cooper  3816,  3817.  3829 The  Com- 
pany made  a  great  mistake  in  accepting  the  grant  of  Vancouver's  Island  ;  they  have 
spent  very  large  sums  there  for  which  there  has  been  no  return  in  any  way,  Right.  Hon. 

E.  Ellice  5850,  5851.  5856.  5875-5880 There  has  already  been  an  outlay  of  some 

80,000/.  by  the  Company,  ib.  5856. 

1 7.  Recommended  re-possession  by  the  Crown : 

The  sooner  the  island  is  re-possessed  by  the  Crown  the  better,  Riyhf  Hon.  E.  Ellice 

5856,  5857- 

The  committee  recommend  the  termination  of  the  connexion  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  with  Vancouver's  Island  as  the  best  means  of  favouring  the  development  of  the 
great  natural  resources  of  that  important  colony,  Bep.  p.  iv. 

18.  Recommended  Extension  of  the  Colony  so  as  to  comprise  the  Land  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains: 

Vancouver's  Island  and  the  mainland  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  should  form  a 
separate  colony  and  government,  Isbister  2447,  2448.  2526- — -The  legislature  at  Van- 
couver's Island  should  govern  the  adjacent  country  up  to  the  Eocky  Mountains,  Right 
Hon.  E.  Ellice  5859-5862. 

Means  should  be  provided  for  the  ultimate  extension  of  the  colony  over  any  portion  of 
the  adjoining  Continent,  to  the  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  on  which  permanent  set- 
tlement may  be  found  practicable,  Rep,  p.  iv. 
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19.  Evidence  as  to  the  Form  of  Government  : 

Very  few  persons  in  the  island  eligible  as  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly ;  nature 

of  the  qualification,  Cooper  3599-3604 In  providing  that  whilst  the  Company  should 

have  a  monopoly  of  the  island  a  free  legislature  should  be  established,  the  Colonial 

Office  acted  very  erroneously  ;  particulars   hereon,  Right  Hon.  E.  Ellice  5851-5855 

Form  of  Government  arlvisable  for  the  island  if  administered  by  the  Crown,  25.5859- 
5861.  5863-5865. 

20.  Despatches  between  the   Colonial  Secretary  and  the   Governor  of  the  Island 
relative  to  a  Representative  Assembly  : 

Copy  of  despatch  from  Mr.  Labouchereto  Governor  Douglas,  dated  28  February  1856, 
directing  thai  a  representative  assembly  be  convoked  without  loss  of  time;  instructions 
and  suggestions  for  his  guidance,  App.  p.  451,  452. 

Copies  of  further  despatches  from  Mr.  Labouchere  in  acknowledgment  of  despatches 
from  Governor  Douglas,  relative  to  the  steps  taken  by  him  in  consequence  of  the  fore- 
going communication,  App.  p.  452,  453. 

Extract  of  despatch  from  Governor  Douglas  to  Mi'.  Labouchere,  dated  22  May  1856, 
in  reply  to  the  despatch  from  the  latter,  dated  28th  February  1856,  App.  p.  453. 

Extract  of  further  despatch  from  Governor  Douglas,  dated  7  June  1856,  reporting  the 
steps  taken  in  carrying  out  the  instructions  of  28th  February,  App.  p.  454. 

Extract  of  further  despatch,  dated  22  July  1856,  enclosing  minutes  of  council  of  4th 
and  yth  June  ;  also  r.-porting  the  termination  of  the  elections,  and  that  the  Assembly  is 
convened  for  the  12th  August,  App.  p.  454-456. 

Extract  of  further  despatch  from  Governor  Douglas,  dated  20  August  1856,  reporting 
the  opening  of  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  12th  August,  and  enclosing  his  address  on 
that  occasion,  App.  p.  456-458. 

Copy  of  further  despatch,  dated  31  October  1856,  reporting  further  proceedings  of  the 
Assembly,  and  the  adjustment,  without  his  interference,  of  party  differences,  App.  p. 
458,  459- 

Copy  of  further  despatch,  dated  9  January  1857,  reporting  further  proceedings  of  the 
A^sembly  up  to  the  1  8th  December  1856,  App.  p.  459-464. 

Copy  of  further  despatch,  dated  24  February  1857,  reporting  further  proceedings  of 
the  Legislature  up  to  24th  February  1857,  App. p.  464-466. 

See  also  Cameron,  Mr.  Chancellor .  Compensation.  Douglas,  James. 

Fur  Trade,  16.  Langford,  Captain.  Military  Force.  Piiget  Sound 

Agricultural  Company.         Spirituous  Liquors,  5. 

Vegetable  Products.     Various  vegetable  products  of  the  country  which  might  be  advan- 
tageously imported  into  this  country,  Ishister  6088-6090. 

Vegetables.     Facihty  for  growing  vegetables  in  some  parts  of  the  territory,  Lefroy  182.  246. 

Voyageurs.     There  are  about  500  voyageurs  in  the  Company's  service.  Sir  G.   Simpson 

987 The  Indian  servants  employed  as  voyageurs,  &c.,  are  paid  merely  for  the  trip, 

ib.  1055 At  the  christianised  Indian  settlement  at  Red  River,  the  Indians  are  prin- 
cipally voyageurs,  Caldwell  5580. 


W. 

Wages.     The  wages  of  the  servants  or  labourers  of  the  Company  vary  from  2oZ.  to  40/. 

a-year,  Sir   G.   Simpson  1259,   1260 Good  wages    received  by  the   Indians   in   the 

service  of  the  whites  ;  how  paid.  Sir  J.  Richardson  2936-2941. 

Western  Coast.     Examination   as  to   the  extent   to  which    land   on  the  western    coast  is 
suitable  for  cultivation  and  settlement.  Sir  G.  Simpson  728-736.  761-771.  2058-2113 

Rugged  and  mountainous  character  of  the  Company's  territory  west  of  the  Rocky 

Mountains,  ib.  728-736. 761-771 Impediment  to  settlement  west  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, in  consequence  of  the  warhke  character  of  the  Indians,  ib.  2064-2068 Charac- 
ter of  the  country  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  that  is  from  Fort  Colville,  up  the 
Columbia  River,  and  towards  the  Arrow  Lake,  Miles  4668-4672. 

See  also  Climate.  Rocky  Mountains.  Thompson's  River.  Vancouver  s 

Island,  18. 

Whale  Fisheries.     See  Fisheries. 

Wheat. 
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Wheat.     In  some  favourable  places  wheat  may  be  grown  up  to  the  58th  parallel  of  latitude. 

Sir  J.  Richardson   2898 The  wheat  at  Red  River  ripened   in  90  days  from  sowing, 

and  was  the  finest  witness  ever  saw,  Crofton  3203,  3204. 
See  also  Colonisation  arid  Settlement.,  1,  2. 

Williams,  Governor.  Statement  to  the  effect  that  Governor  Williams  was  very  successful 
in  farming  at  Cumberland  House,  and  that  he  was  removed  thence  by  the  Company  in 
consequence  of  his  anxiety  to  promote  cultivation,  Kin^  5704-5714.  5722-5724.  5733, 
6734- 

Winnipeg,  Lake.     Lake  Winnipeg  is  open   for  navigation   from  May  till  about  the  end  of 

October,  Lefroy  285,  286 The  only  outfall  of  Lake  Winnipeg  is  by  Nelson  River 

into  Hudson's  Bay,  Sir  G.  Simpson  974-976. 

Winnipeg,  River.  The  land  bordering  on  the  River  Winnipeg  is  not  fit  for  cultivation,  Sir 
J.  Richardson  3009. 

Y. 

York  Factory.     Wheat  cannot  be  grown  at  York,  Rae  437 At  York  Factory  the  soil  is 

permanently  frozen  a  little  below  the  surface,  Sir   G.  Simpson  746,  747 Unsuitable- 

ness  of  the  soil  at  Fort  York  for  cultivation,  Sir  Geo.  Back  3502-3505 Bleak  appear- 
ance of  the  country  about  York,  Herd  4649,  4650. 


